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TO 


HIS   MOST   CHRISTIAN   MAJESTY, 
CHARLES    X"' 

king  of  france  and  navarre. 

Sire, 

Your  majesty's  most  gracious  acceptance  of  a  copy 
of  the  Works  of  Mr.  Burke,  and  your  condescension 
in  permitting  this  last  volume  *  of  thofle  works  to  be 
inscribed  with  your  majesty's  name,  would  alone  amply 
remunerate  the  editor  for  all  his  pains  and  labors  in 
preparing  them  for  the  press ;  but  he  is  confident,  that 
your  majesty  will  concede  to  him,  that  the  greatest 
gratification  he  can  derive  fi'om  his  labors  is  to  be  found 
in  the  reflection,  that  mankind  will  be  benefited  by 
the  pubhcation  of  sentiments,  reUgious,  moral,  and 
pohtical,  which  will  tend  to  enUghten  both  princes 
and  subjects  upon  their  respective  duties. 

In  presenting  to  your  majesty  this  work,  may  I  pre- 
sume to  point  out,  in  a  few  words,  its  six  principal 

*  Vol.  VIII.  4to  Edition. 
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features. — 1st,  American  Taxation — ^2d,  A  system  of 
Economy  in  the  Public  Expenditure,  combined  with 
additional  security  for  the  Independence  of  Parliament 
— 3d,  East  Indian  Delinquency — 4th,  French  Revolu- 
tion— 6th,  Emancipation  of  Roman  Cathplic  Subjects 
of  this  Kingdom — 6th,  Abolition  of  Negro  Slavery. 

Whilst  your  majesty  admires  the  eflforts  of  Mr. 
Burke's  genius  both  in  resisting  lawless  power,  and  in 
correcting  popular  errors,  you  will  recognise  and 
adore  the  goodness  of  that  divine  Providence,  which 
is^  perhaps,  in  no  respect  more  conspicuous  than  in 
giving  existence,  as  occasion  may  require,  to  human 
talents,  and  to  other  instruments  adequate  to  the  pur- 
poses of  its  mysterious  dispensations. 

Of  these  instruments  the  virtues  of  princes  are 
among  the  most  noble.  May  those  of  your  majesty 
and  of  your  family  be  the  blessing  of  your  people. 
When,  after  the  close  of  a  reign  which  I  pray  God 
me^  be  long  and  prosperous,  your  majesty's  subjects 
shall  have  reaped  the  fruits  of  your  majesty's  experi- 
ence, and  inflexible  adherence  to  the  principles  so 
clearly  developed  and  so  ably  enforced  by  this  great 
writer,  the  merits  of  the  sage  and  of  the  prince  will  be 
justly  appreciated. 

Deign,  Sire,  to  accept  the  homage  of  my  most  per- 


DEDICATION.  '    Vii 

feet  respect,  and  the  assurance  of  my  fervent  vows  for 
the  welfare  of  your  majesty,  and  of  your  most  august 
family ;  and  permit  me  to  subscribe  myself, 

Sire, 
Your  majesty's  most  obedient, 

and  most  humble  servant. 

Walker  Rochester. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Tm  account  which  ib  here  given  of  what  pveed  in  the  House  of  Lotda 
and  in  the  HouBe  of  Common^  relative  to  the  Report  of  Ae  Committee  of 
the  Commone  appointed  to  inspect  the  Journals  jof  the  Lords,  was^  through 
inadvertmicy,  omitted  to  be  published  together  with  that  Re|xirt|^at  the  end 
of  the  seventh  molune,  4tD  editioo. 

Thi:  preceding  Report  .was  ordered  to  be  printed  ibr  the 
use  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  vas  soon 
afterwards  reprinted  and  published,  in  the  shape  ef  a  pam- 
phlet, by  a  London  bookseller.  In  the  course  of  a  debsfte, 
which  took  place  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  Thursday  the  22d 
of  May,  1794|  on  the  Treason  and  Sedition  Bills,  Lord  Thur- 
low  took  occasion  to  mention  ''  a  panq)hlet  which,  his  lordship 
said,  was  published  by  one  Debrett,  of  PiaeadiUy,  and  which 
had  that  day  been  put  into  his  hands,  reflecting  highly  upon 
the  Judges  and  many  members  of  that  House ;  this  pamphlet 
was,  he  said,  scandalous  and  indecent,  and  such  as  he  thought 
ought  not  to  pass  unnoticed.  He  considered  the  villifying 
and  misrepresenting  the  conduct  of  judges  and  magistrates, 
entrusted  with  the  administration  of  justice  and  the  laws  of 
the  coiuitry,  to  be  a  crime  of  a  very  heinous  nature,  and 
most  destructive  in  its  consequences,  because  it  tended  to 
lower  them  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  ought  to  feel  a  proper 
reverence  and  respect  for  their  high  and  important  stations ; 
and  that  when  it  was  stated  to  the  ignorant  or  the  wicked, 
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that  their  judges  and  magistrates  were  ignotant  and  cor- 
nipt,  it  tended  to  lessen  their  respect  for  and  obedience  to 
the  laws  themselFes,  by  ti>yhing  them  to  think  ill  of  those 
who  administered  them."  On  the  next  day  Mr.  Borke 
called  the  attention  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  this  mat- 
ter, in  a  speech  to  the  following  effect: 

'^  Mr.  Speaker, — The  license  of  the  present  times  makes  it 
Tery  difficult  for  us  to  talk  upon  certain  subjects  in  which 
parliamentary  order  is  involved  It  is  difficult  to  speak  of 
them  with  regularity,  or  to  be  silent  with  dignity  and  wis- 
dom. All  our  proceedings  have  been  constantly  published, 
according  to  the  discretion  and  ability  of  individuals  out  of 
doors,  with  impunity,  almost  ever  since  I  came  into  parlia- 
ment By  usage,  the  people  have  obtained  something  like  a 
prescriptive  right  to  this  abuse.  I  do  not  justify  it ;  but  the 
abuse  ia  now  grown  so  inveterate,  that  to  punish  it  without 
previous  notice  would  have  an  appearance  of  hardship,  if  not 
injustice.  The  publications  I  allude  to  are  frequently  erro- 
neous as  well  as  irregular,  but  they  are  not  always  so  ;  what 
they  give  as  the  reports  and  resolutions  of  this  House  have 
sometimes  been  given  correctly.  And  it  has  not  been  un- 
common to  attack  the  proceedings  of  the  House  itself  under 
color  of  attacking  these  irregular  publications.  Notwithstand- 
ing, however,  this  colorable  plea,  this  House  has,  in  some  in- 
stances, proceeded  to  punish  the  persons  who  have  thus  insult- 
ed it.  You  will  here  too  remark,  Sir,  that  when  a  complaint 
is  made  of  a  piratical  edition  of  a  work,  the  authenticity  of 
the  original  work  is  admitted,  and  whoever  attacks  the  mat- 
ter of  the  work  itself  in  these  unauthorized  publications,  does 
not  attack  it  less  than  if  he  had  attacked  it  in  an  edition  au- 
thorized by  the  writer. 

"  I  understand.  Sir,  that  in  a  place  which  I  greatly  respect, 
and  by  a  person  for  whom  I  have  likewise  a  great  veneration, 
a  pamphlet  published  by  a  Mr.  Debrett  has  been  very  heavily 
censured.    That  pamphlet,  I  hear,  (for  I  have  not  read  it,) 
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purports  to  be  a  Report  made  by  one  of  your  committees  to 
this  House.  It  has  been  censured  (as  I  am  told)  by  the  per* 
son  and  in  the  place  I  have  oientioned,  in  very  harsh  and  very 
unqualified  terms.  It  has  been  there  said  (and  so  far  very 
truly)  that  at  all  times,  and  particularly  at  this  time,  it  is  neces* 
sary  for  the  preservation  of  order  and  the  execution  of  the  lav, 
that  the  characters  and  reputation  of  the  judges  of  the  courts 
in  Westminster  Hall  should  be  kept  in  the  highest  degree  of 
respect  and  reverence  ;  and  that  in  this  pamphlet,  described 
by  the  name  of  a  libel,  the  characters  and  conduct  of  those 
judges  upon  a  late  occasion  have  been  aspersed,  as  arising 
from  ignorance  or  corruption. 

^^  Sir,  combining  all  the  circumstances,  I  think  it  impossi* 
bie  not  to  suppose  that  this  speech  does  not  reflect  upon  a  Re* 
port  which,  by  an  order  of  the  committee  on  which  I  served, 
I  had  the  honor  of  presenting  to  this  House.  For  any  thing 
improper  in  that  Report  I  am  responsible,  as  well  as  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee,  to  this  House,  and  to  this  House  only. 
The  matters  contained  in  it,  and  the  observations  upon  them, 
are  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  the  House,  that  you  may  act 
upon  both  in  the  time  and  manner  that  to  your  judgment 
may  seem  most  expedient ;  or  that  you  may  not  act  upon  them 
at  all,  if  you  should  think  that  most  expedient  for  the  pubic 
good.  Your  committee  has  obeyed  your  orders ;  it  has  done 
its  duty  in  making  that  Report. 

"  I  am  of  opinion,  with  the  eminent  person  by  whom  that 
Report  is  censured,  that  it  is  necessary  at  this  time  very  par- 
ticularly that  the  authority  of  judges  should  be  preserved  and 
supported.  This,  however,  does  not  depend  so  much  upon  us 
as  upon  themselves.  It  is  necessary  to  preserve  the  dignity 
and  respect  of  all  the  constitutional  authorities.  This,  too, 
depends  in  part  upon  ourselves.  It  is  necessary  to  preserve 
the  respect  due  to  the  House  of  Lords ;  it  is  full  as  ne- 
cessary to  preserve  the  respect  due  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons; upon  which  (whatever  may  be  thought  of  us  by 
some  persons)  the  weight  and  force  of  all  other  authorities 
1* 
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within  this  kingdom  essentially  depend.  If  the  power  of  the 
House  of  Commons  be  degraded  or  enervated,  no  other  can 
stand.  We  must  be  true  to  ourselves.  We  ought  to  animad- 
vert upon  any  of  our  members  who  abuse  the  trust  we  place 
in  them  ;  we  must  support  those  who,  without  regard  to  con- 
sequences, perform  their  duty. 

"  With  regard  to  the  matter  which  I  am  now  submit- 
ting to  your  consideration,  I  must  say  for  your  committee 
of  managers  and  for  myself,  that  the  Report  was  delibe- 
rately made,  and  does  not,  as  I  conceive,  contain  any  very 
material  error,  nor  any  undue  or  indecent  reflection  upon 
any  person  or  persons  whatever.  It  does  not  accuse  the  judg- 
es of  ignorance  or  corruption.  Whatever  it  says,  it  does  not 
say  calumniously.  That  kind  of  language  belongs  to  persons 
whose  eloquence  entitles  them  to  a  free  use  of  epithets.  The 
Report  states,  that  the  judges  had  given  their  opinions  secret- 
ly, contrary  to  the  almost  uninterrupted  tenor  of  parliamentary 
usage  on  such  occasions.  It  states,  that  the  mode  of  giving 
the  opinions  was  unprecedented,  and  contrary  to  the  privileges 
of  the  *House  of  Commons.  It  states,  that  the  committee  did 
not  know  upon  what  rules  and  principles  the  judges  had 
decided  upon  those  cases,  as  they  neither  heard  their  opinions 
delivered,  nor  have  found  them  entered  upon  the  journals  of 
the  House  of  Liords.  It  is  very  true,  that  we  were  and  are 
extremely  dissatisfied  with  those  opinions,  and  the  consequent 
determinations  of  the  lords ;  and  we  do  not  think  such  a 
mode  of  proceeding  at  all  justified  by  the  most  numerous  and 
the  best  precedents.  None  of  these  sentiments  is  the  com- 
mittee, as  I  conceive,  (and  I  feel  as  little  as  any  of  them,)  dis- 
posed to  retract,  or  to  soften  in  the  smallest  degree. 

"  The  Report  speaks  for  itself  Whenever  an  occasion  shall 
be  regularly  given  to  maintain  every  thing  of  substance  in 
that  paper,  I  shall  be  ready  to  meet  the  proudest  name  for  abil- 
ity, learning,  or  rank,  that  this  kingdom  contains,  upon  that 
subject.  Do  I  say  this  from  any  confidence  in  myself  ?  Far 
from  it.     It  is  from  my  confidence  in  our  cause,  and  in  the 
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ability,  the  learning,  and  the  constitutional  principles,  which 
this  House  contains  within  itself,  and  which  I  hope  it  will 
ever  contain  ;  and  in  the  assistance  which  it  will  not  fail  to 
afford  to  those,  who  with  good  intention  do  their  best  to  main- 
tain the  essential  privileges  of  the  House,  the  ancient  law  of 
parliament,  and  the  public  justice  of  this  kingdom." 

No  reply  or  observation  was  made  on  the  subject  by  any 
other  member,  nor  was  any  farther  notice  taken  of  it  in  the 
House  of  Lords. 


SPEECHES 

IN   THE   IMPEACHMENT   OF 
WARREN  HASTINGS,  Esqdibe. 


TRIAL 


or 


WARREN    HASTINGS,    Es<iuire. 

WSDNESDAY,  28vh  MAY,  1794. 


FIRST  DAT  OF  REPLY. 

CU».  BOBXB.> 

Mr  L0BD8, — ^This  business  i^hich  has  so  long  employed 
the  public  councils  of  this  kingdom,  so  long  employed  the 
greatest  and  most  august  of  its  tribunals,  now  approaches  to 
a  close.  The  wreck  and  fragments  of  our  cause  (which  has 
been  dashed  to  pieces  upon  rules  by  which  your  lordships 
have  thought  fit  to  regulate  its  progress)  await  your  final  de- 
termination. Enough,  however,  of  the  matter  is  left  to  call 
for  the  most  ezem|dary  punishment,  that  any  tribunal  ever 
inflicted  upon  any  criminal ;  and  yet,  my  lords,  the  prisoner, 
by  the  plan  of  his  defence,  demands  not  only  an  escape,Hi)ut 
a  triumph.  It  is  not  enough  for  him  to  be  acquitted,  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain  must  be  f  ondemned  ,*  and  your 
lordships  must  be  the  instruments  of  his  glory,  and  of  our 
disgrace.  This  is  the  issue  upon  which  he  has  put  this 
cause,  and  the  issue  upcm  which  we  are  obliged  to  take  it 
now,  and  to.jirovide  for  it  hereafter. 

My  loigiSj  I  confess  that  at  this  critical  moment  I  feel  my- 
self oppressed  with  an  anxiety,  that  no  words  can  adequately 
express.     The  effect  of  all  our  labors,  the  result  of  all  our 
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inquiries,  is  now  to  be  ascertained.  Ton,  my  lords,  are  now 
to  determine,  not  only  whether  all  these  labors  have  been 
vain  and  fruitless,  but  whether  we  have  abused  so  long  the 
public  patience  of  our  country,  and  so  long  oppressed  merit, 
instead  of  avenging  crime.  I  confess  I  tremble,  when  I  con- 
sider that  your  judgment  is  now  going  to  be  passed,  not  on 
the  culprit  at  your  bar,  but  upon  the  House  of  Commons  it- 
self, and  upon  the  public  justice  of  this  kingdom,  as  represent- 
ed in  this  great  tribunal.  It  is  not  that  culprit  who  is  upon 
trial,  it  is  the  House  of  Commons  that  is  upon  its  trial,  it  is 
the  House  of  Lords  that  is  upon  its  trial,  it  is  the  British 
nation  that  is  upon  its  trial  before  all  other  nations,  heioxe  the 
present  generation,  and  before  a  long,  long  posterity. 

My  lords,  I  should  be  ashamed,  if  at  this  moment  I  at- 
tempted to  use  any  sort  of  rhetorical  blandishments  whatever. 
Such  artifices  would  neither  be  suitable  to  the  body  that  I 
represent,  to  the  cause  which  I  sustain,  or  to  my  own  indi- 
vidual disposition  upon  such  an  occasion.  My  lords,  we 
know  very  well  what  these  fallacious  blandishments  too 
frequently  are.  We  know  that  they  are  used  to  captivate 
the  benevolence  of  the  court,  and  to  conciliate  the  affec- 
tions of  the  tribunal  rather  to  the  person  than  to  the 
cause.  We  know  that  they  are  used  to  stifle  the  remon- 
strances <^  conscience  in  the  judge,  and  to  reconcile  it  to 
the  violatioQ  of  his  duty.  We  likewise  know,  that  they 
are  too  oftw  used  in  great  and  important  causes  (and  more 
pajrticularly  in-csiises  like  this)  to  reconcile  the  prosecutor  to 
the  poiKrful  -factions  ef  a  protected  criminal,  and  to  the 
injury  of  those  who  have  suffered  by  his  crimes ;  thus  in- 
ducing all  parties  to  separate  in  a  Und  of  good  humor^  as  if 
they  had  nothing  more  than  a  vexbal  dispute  to  settle,  or  a 
slight  quarrel  over  a  table  to  compromise.  All  this  may  now 
be  done  at  the  expense  of  the  persons  whose  cause  we  pre- 
tend to  espouse.  We  may  all  part,  my  lords,  with  the  most 
perfect  complacency,  and  entire  g<K>d  humor  towards  one 
another ;  while  nations,  whole  suffering  nations,  are  left  to 
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beat  the  empty  air  with  cries  of  misery  and  anguiriiy  and  to 
cast  forth  to  an  offended  heaven  the  imprecations  of  disap- 
poiBtment  and  despair. 

One  of  the  counsel  for  the  prisoner  (I  think  it  was  one 
who  has  comported  himself  in  this  cause  with  decency)  has 
told  your  lordships,  that  we  have  come  here  on  account  of 
same  doubts  entertained  in  the  House  of  Commons,  concern- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  prisoner  at  your  bar ;  that  we  shall  be 
extremely  delighted  when  his  defence,  and  your  lordships' 
judgment  shall  have  set  him  free,  and  shall  have  discovered 
to  us  our  error ;  that  we  shall  thdn  mutually  congratulate 
one  another,  and  that  the  Commons,  and  the  managers  who 
represent  them  here,  will  be  the  first  to  rejoice  in  so  happy 
an  event,  and  so  fortunate  a  discovery. 

Far,  £u:  from  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  be  all  manner 
of  real  vice ;  but  ten  thousand  times  farther  from  them,  as 
far  as  from  pole  to  pole,  be  the  whole  tribe  of  false,  spurious, 
affected,  counterfeit,  hypocritical  virtues.  These  are  the 
things  which  are  ten  times  more  at  war  with  real  virtuoi 
these  are  the  things  which  are  ten  times  more  at  war  with 
real  duty,  than  any  vice  known  by  its  name,  and  distin- 
guished by  its  proper  character. 

My  lords,  far  from  us,  I  will  add,  be  that  false  and  affected 
candor,  that  is  eternally  in  treaty  with  crime ;  that  half  vir- 
tue, which,  like  the  ambiguous  animal  that  flies  about  in  the 
twilight  of  a  compromise  between  day  and  night,  is  to  a  just 
man's  eye  an  odious  and  disgusting  thing.  There  is  no  mid- 
dle point,  in  which  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  can  meet 
tyranny  and  oppression.  No ;  we  never  shall  (nor  can  we 
conceive  that  we  ever  should)  pass  from  this  bar,  without  in- 
Agnation,  without  rage  and  despair,  if  the  House  of  Com- 
mons should,  upon  such  a  defence  a^  has  here  been  made 
against  such  a  charge  as  they  have  produced,  be  foiled, 
baffled,  and  defeated.  No,  my  lords,  we  nevec  could  forget 
it ;  a  long,  lasting,  deep,  bitter  memory  of  it  would  sink  into 
.our  minds. 
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My  lords,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  have  no  doubt 
upon  this  subject.     We  came  hither  to  call  for  justice,  not  to 
solve  a  problem  :  and  if  justice  be  denied  us,  the  accused  is 
not  acquitted,  but  the  tribunal  is  condemned.     We  know, 
that  this  man  is  guilty  of  all  the  crimes  which  he  stands  ac* 
cused  of  by  us.     We  have  not  come  here  to  you,  in  the  rash 
heat  of  a  day,  with  that  fervor  which  sometimes  prevails  in 
popular  assemblies,  and  frequently  misleads  them.     No ;  if 
we  have  been  guilty  of  error  in  this  cause,  it  is  a  deliberate 
error ;  the  fruit  of  long,  laborious  inquiry  ;  an  error  founded 
on  a  procedure  in  parliament,  before  we  came  here ;  the  most 
minute,  the  most  circumstantial,  and  the  most  cautious,  that 
ever  was  instituted.     Instead  of  coming,  as  we  did  in  Lord 
Strafforde's  case,  and  in  some  others,  voting  the  impeachment, 
and  bringing  it  up  on  the  same  day,  this  impeachment  was 
voted  from  a  general  sense  prevailing  in  the  House  of  Mr. 
Hastings's  criminality,  after  an  investigation  begun  in  the 
year  1780,  and  which  produced,  in  1782,  a  body  of  resolu- 
tions condemnatory  of  almost  the  whole   of  his  conduct. 
Those   resolutions  were   formed   by  the  Lord  Advocate  of 
Scotland,  and  carried  in  our  House  by  the  unanimous  consent 
of  all  parties.     I  mean  the  then  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland, 
now  one  of  his  majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state,  and  at 
the  head  of  this  very  Indian  department. 

Afterwards,  when  this  defendant  came  home  in  the  year 
1786,  we  reinstituted  our  inquiry.  We  instituted  it,  as  your 
lordships  and  the  world  know,  at  his  own  request  made  to  us 
by  his  agent  then  a  member  of  our  House.  We  entered  into 
it  at  large ;  we  deliberately  moved  for  every  paper,  which 
promised  information  on  the  subject.  These  papers  were  not 
only  produced  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  as  is  the  case 
before  grand  juries ;  but  the  friends  of  the  prisoner  produced 
every  document,  which  they  could  produce  for  his  justifica- 
tion. We  called  all  the  witnesses,  which  could  enlighten  us 
in  the  cause,  and  the  friends  of  the  prisoner  likewise  called 
every  witness,  that  could  possibly  throw  any  light  in  his 
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favor.  After  all  these  long  deliberations,  we  referred  the 
whole  to  a  committee.  When  it  had  gone  through  that  com- 
mittee, and  we  thought  it  in  a  fit  state  to  be  digested  into 
these  charges,  we  referred  the  matter  to  another  committee, 
and  the  result  of  that  long  examination  and  the  labor  of  these 
committees  is  the  impeachment  now  at  your  bar. 

If  therefore  we  are  defeated  here,  we  cannot  plead  for  our- 
selves, that  we  have  done  this  from  a  sudden  gust  of  passion, 
which  sometimes  agitates  and  sometimes  misleads  the  most 
grave  popular  assemblies.  No  ;  it  is  either  the  fair  result  of 
twenty-two  years  deliberation  that  we  bring  before  you ;  or 
what  the  prisoner  says  is  just  and  true ; — that  nothing  but 
malice  in  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  could  possibly  pro- 
duce such  an  accusation  as  the  fruit  of  such  an  inquiry.  My 
lords,  we  admit  this  statement,  we  are  at  issue  upon  this 
point,  and  we  are  now  before  your  lordships,  who  are  to  de- 
termine whether  this  man  has  abused  his  power  in  India  for 
fourteen  years,  or  whether  the  Commons  have  abused  their 
power  of  inquiry,  made  a  mock  of  their  inquisitorial  authori- 
ty, and  turned  it  to  purposes  of  private  malice  and  revenge. 
We  are  not  come  here  to  compromise  matters,  we  do  not  ad- 
mit that  our  fame,  our  honors,  nay,  the  very  inquisitorial  power 
of  the  House  of  Commons  is  gone,  if  this  man  be  not  guilty. 

My  lords,  great  and  powerful  as  the  House  of  Commons  is, 
(and  great  and  powerful  I  hope  it  always  will  remain,)  yet 
we  cannot  be  insensible  to  the  effects  produced  by  the  intro- 
duction of  forty  millions  of  money  into  this  country  from 
India.  We  know,  that  the  private  fortunes  which  have  been 
made  there  pervade  this  kingdom  so  universally,  that  there  is 
not  a  single  parish  in  it  unoccupied  by  the  partisans  of  the 
defendant.  We  should  fear,  that  the  faction  which  he  has 
thus  formed  by  the  oppression  of  the  people  of  India  would 
be  too  strong  for  the  House  of  Commons  itself,  with  all  its 
power  and  reputation,  did  we  not  know,  that  we  have 
brought  before  you  a  cause  which  nothing  can  resist. 

I  shall  now,  my  lords,  proceed  to  state  what  has  been  al- 
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ready  done  in  this  cause,  and  in  what  condition  it  now  stands 
for  your  judgment. 

An  immense  mass  of  criminality  was  digested  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons ;  but  although  this  mass 
had  been  taken  from  another  mass  still  greater,  the  House 
found  it  expedient  to  select  twenty  specific  charges,  which 
they  afterwards  directed  us  their  managers  to  bring  to  your 
lordships'  bar.  Whether  that  which  has  been  brought  for- 
ward on  these  occasions,  or  that  which  was  left  behind,  be 
more  highly  criminal,  I  for  one,  as  a  person  most  concerned 
in  this  inquiry,  do  assure  your  lordships  that  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  determine. 

After  we  had  brought  forward  this  cause,  (the  greatest  in 
extent  that  ever  was  tried  before  any  human  tribunal,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  magnitude  of  its  consequences,)  we  soon 
found,  whatever  the  reasons  might  be,  without  at  present 
blaming  the  prisoner,  without  blaming  your  lordships,  and 
far  are  we  from  imputing  blame  to  ourselves,  we  soon  found 
that  this  trial  was  likely  to  be  protracted  to  an  miusual 
length.  The  managers  of  the  Commons,  feeling  this,  went 
up  to  their  constituents  to  procure  from  them  the  means  of 
reducing  it  within  a  compass  fitter  for  their  management  and 
for  your  lordships'  judgment.  Being  furnished  with  this 
power,  a  second  selection  was  made  upon  the  principles  of 
the  first  I  not  upon  the  idea,  that  what  we  left  could  be  less 
clearly  sustained,  but  because  we  thought  a  selection  should 
be  made  upon  some  juridical  principle.  With  this  impression 
on  our  minds,  we  reduced  the  whole  cause  to  four  great 
heads  of  guilt  ai^d  criminality.  Two  of  them,  namely,  Be- 
nares and  the  Begums,  show  the  effects  of  his  open  violence 
and  injustice ;  the  other  two  expose  the  principles  of  pecuni- 
ary corruption,  upon  which  the  prisoner  proceeded ;  one  of 
these  displays  his  passive  corruption  in  receiving  bribes,  and 
the  other  his  active  corruption,  in  which  he  has  endeavored 
to  defend  his  passive  corruption,  by  forming  a  most  formida- 
ble faction  both  abroad  and  at  home.     There  is  hardly  any 
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one  act  of  the  jnisoner's  corruption,  in  which  there  is  not 
presumptive  violence ;  nor  any  acts  of  his  violence,  in  which 
there  are  not  presumptive  proofs  of  corruption.  These  prac- 
tices are  so  intimately  blended  with  each  other^  thai  we 
thought  the  distribution  which  we  have  adopted  w^outd  beat 
bring  before  you  the  spirit  and  genius  of  his  govern m<5 at ; 
and  we  were  convinced,  that,  if  upon  these  four  great  heads 
of  charge  your  lordships  should  not  find  him  guilty,  nothing 
could  be  added  to  them  which  would  persuade  you  so  to  do. 

In  this  way  and  in  this  state,  the  matter  now  comes  before 
your  lordships.  I  need  not  tread  over  the  ground,  which  has 
been  trod  with  such  extraordinary  abilities  by  my  brother 
managers ;  of  whom  I  shall  say  nothing  more,  than  that  the 
cause  has  been  supported  by  abilities  equal  to  it ;  and,  my 
lords,  no  abilities  are  beyond  it.  As  to  the  part  which  I  have 
sustained  in  this  procedure,  a  sense  of  my  own  abilities, 
weighed  with  the  importance  of  the  cause,  would  have  made 
me  desirous  of  being  left  out  of  it ;  but  I  had  a  duty  to  per- 
form which  superseded  every  personal  consideration,  and  that 
duty  was  obedience  to  the  House,  of  which  I  have  the  honor 
of  being  a  member.  This  is  all  the  apology  I  shall  make. 
We  are  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  and  therefore  cannot 
make  apologies.  I  can  make  none  for  my  obedience ;  they 
want  none  for  their  commands.  They  gave  me  this  office, 
not  from  any  confidence  in  my  ability,  but  from  a  confidence 
in  the  abilities  of  those  who  were  to  assist  me,  and  from  a 
confidence  in  my  zeal, — a  quality,  my  lords,  which  often- 
times supplies  the  want  of  great  abilities. 

In  considering  what  relates  to  the  prisoner  and  to  his  de- 
fence, I  find  the  whole  resolves  itself  into  four  heads.  First, 
his  demeanor  and  his  defence  in  general :  secondly,  the  prin- 
ciples of  his  defence :  thirdly,  the  means  of  that  defence ; 
and,  fourthly,  the  testimonies  which  he  brings  forward  to 
fortify  those  means,  to  support  those  principles,  and  to  justify 
that  demeanor. 

As  to  his  demeanor,  my  lords,  I  will  venture  to  say,  that, 
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if  we  fully  examine  the  conduct  of  all  prisoners  brought 
before  this  high  tribunal,  from  the  time  that  the  Duke  of 
Suffolk  appeared  before  it,  down  to  the  time  of  the  appear- 
ance of  my  Lord  Macclesfield  ;  if  we  fully  examine  the  con- 
duct of  prisoners  in  every  station  of  life,  from  my  Lord  Ba- 
con down  to  the  smugglers  who  were  impeached  in  the  reign 
of  King  William,  I  say,  my  lords,  that  we  shall  not,  in  the 
whole  history  of  parliamentary  trials,  find  any  thing  similar 
to  the  demeanor  of  the  prisoner  at  your  bar.     What  could 
have  encouraged  that  demeanor,  your  lordships  will,  when 
you  reflect  seriously  upon  this  matter,  consider.     God  forbid 
that  the  authority  either  of  the  prosecutor  or  of  the  judge 
should  dishearten  the  prisoner,  so  as  to  circumscribe  the  means 
or  enervate  the  vigor  of  his  defence.     God  forbid  that  such  a 
thing  should  even  appear  to  be  desired  by  any  body  in  any 
British  tribunal.     But,  my  lords,  there  is  a  behavior  which 
broadly  displays  a  want  of  sense,  a  want  of  feeling,  a  want 
of  decorum ;  a  behavior  which   indicates  an  habitual  de- 
pravity of  mind,  that   has  no  sentiments  of  propriety,  no 
feeling  for  the  relations  of  life,  no  conformity  to  the  circum- 
stances of  human  affairs.     This  behavior  does  not  indicate 
the  spirit  of  injured  innocence,  but  the  audacity  of  hardened, 
habitual,  shameless  guilt;  affording  legitimate  grounds  for 
inferring  a  very  defective  education,  very  evil  society,  or  very 
vicious  habits  of  life.     There  is,  my  lords,  a  nobleness  in 
modesty;  while  insolence   is  always  base  and  servile.     A 
man  who  is  under  the  accusation  of  his  country  is  under  a 
very  great  misfortune.     His  innocence  indeed  may  at  length 
shine  out  like  the  sun,  yet  for  a  moment  it  is  under  a  cloud ; 
his  honor  is  in  abeyance ;  his  estimation  is  suspended ;  and 
he  stands,  as  it  were,  a  doubtful  person  in  the  eyes  of  all  hu- 
man society.     In  that  situation,  not  a  timid,  not  an  abject, 
but  undoubtedly  a  modest  behavior  would  become  a  person, 
even  of  the  most  exalted  dignity,  and  of  the  firmest  forti- 
tude. 

The  Romans  (who  were  a  people  that  understood  the  de- 
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coram  of  life  as  well  as  we  do)  considered  a  person  acoused 
to  stand  in  such  a  doubtful  situation,  that  from  the  moment 
of  accusation  he  assumed  either  a  mourning,  or  some  squalid' 
garb ;  although,  by  the  nature  of  their  constitution,  accusa- 
tions were  brought  forward  hy  one  of  their  lowest  magis- 
trates. The  spirit  of  that  decent  usage  has  continued  from 
the  time  of  the  Romans  till  this  very  day.  No  man  was 
ever  brought  before  your  lordships,  that  did  not  carry  the 
outward  as  well  as  inward  demeanor  of  modesty,  of  fear,  of 
apprehension,  of  a  sense  of  his  situation,  of  a  sense  of  our 
accusation,  and  a. sense  of  your  lordships'  dignity. 

These,  however,  are  but  outward  things;  they  are,  as 
Hamlet  says,  <' things  which  a  man  may  play."  But,  my 
lords,  this  prisoner  has  gone  a  great  deal  further  than  being 
merely  deficient  in  decent  humility.  Instead  of  defending 
himself,  he  has,  with  a  degree  of  insolence  unparalleled  in 
the  history  of  pride  and  guilt,  cast  out  a  recriminatory  accu- 
sation upon  the  House  of  Commons.  Instead  of  considering 
himself  as  a  person  already  under  the  condemnation  of  his 
country,  and  uncertain  whether  or  not  that  condemnation 
shall  receive  the  sanction  of  your  verdict,  he  ranks  himself 
with  the  suffering  heroes  of  antiquity.  Joining  with  them, 
he  accuses  us,  the  representatives  of  his  country,  of  the 
blackest  ingratitude,  of  the  basest  motives,  of  the  most 
abominable  oppression,  not  only  of  an  innocent,  but  of  a 
most  meritorious  individual,  who,  in  your  and  in  our  service, 
has  sacrificed  his  health,  his  fortune,  and  even  suffered  his 
fame  and  character  to  be  called  in  question,  from  one  end  of 
the  world  to  the  other.  This,  I  say,  he  charges  upon  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain ;  and  he  charges  it  before  the 
Court  of  Peers  of  the  same  kingdom.  Had  I  not  heard  this 
language  from  the  prisoner,  and  afterwards  from  his  counsel, 
I  must  confess  I  could  hardly  have  believed  that  any  man 
could  so  comport  himself  at  your  lordships'  bar. 

After  stating  in  his  defence  the  wonderful  things  he  did 
for  us,  he  says,  ''  I  maintained  the  wars  which  were  of  your 
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formation,  or  that  of  others,  not  of  tnine.  I  won  one  mem- 
ber of  the  great  Indian  confederacy  from  it,  by  an  act  of 
seasonable  restitution ;  with  another,  I  maintained  a  secret 
intercourse,  and  converted  him  into  a  friend  ;  a  third,  I  drew 
oflf  by  diversion  and  negotiation,  and  employed  him  as  the 
instrument  of  peace.  When  you  cried  out  for  peace,  and 
your  cries  were  heard  by  those  who  were  the  objects  of  it,  I 
resisted  this  and  every  other  species  of  counteraction,  by 
rising  in  my  demands,  and  accomplished  a  peace,  and  I  hope 
an  everlasting  one,  with  one  great  state  ;  and  I  at  least  af- 
forded the  efficient  means  by  which  a  peace,  if  not  so  dura- 
ble, more  seasonable  at  least,  was  accomplished  with  another. 
I  gave  you  all ;  and  you  have  rewarded  me  with  confiscation, 
disgrace,  and  a  life  of  impeachment.^^ 

Comparing  our  conduct  with  that  of  the  people  of  India, 
he  says,  "  They  manifested  a  generosity,  of  which  we  have 
no  example  in  the  European  world.  Their  conduct  was  the 
effect  of  their  sense  of  gratitude  for  the  benefits  they  had  re- 
ceived from  my  administration.  I  wish  I  could  say  as  much 
of  my  own  C9untrymen." 

My  lords,  here  then  we  have  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  in 
his  demeanor  not  defending  himself,  but  recriminating  upon 
his  country ;  charging  it  with  perfidy,  ingratitude,  and  op- 
pression, and  making  a  comparison  of  it  with  the  banyans  of 
India,  whom  he  prefers  to  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain. 

My  lords,  what  shall  we  say  to  this  demeanor  ?  With  re- 
gard to  the  charge  of  using  him  with  ingratitude,  there  are 
two  points  to  be  considered.  First,  the  charge  implies  that 
he  had  rendered  great  services ;  and  secondly,  that  he  has 
been  falsely  accused. 

My  lords,  as  to  the  great  services,  they  have  not,  they  can- 
not come  in  evidence  before  you.  If  you  have  received  such 
evidence,  you  have  received  it  obliquely;  for  there  is  no 
other  direct  proof  before  your  lordships  of  such  services,  than 
that  of  there  having  been  great  distresses  and  great  calamities 
in  India,  during  his  government.     Upon  these  distresses  and 
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calamities,  he  has,  indeed,  attempted  to  justify  obliquely  the 
corruption  that  has  been  charged  upon  him :  but  you  have 
not  properly  in  issue  these  services.  You  cannot  admit  the 
evidence  of  any  such  services  received  directly  from  him,  as 
a  matter  of  recriminatory  charge  upon  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, because  you  have  not  suffered  that  House  to  examine 
into  the  validity  and  merit  of  this  plea.  We  have  not  been 
heard  upon  this  recriminatory  charge,  which  makes  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  demeanor  of  the  prisoner ;  we  cannot 
be  heard  upon  it ;  and  therefore  I  demand,  on  the  part  of  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain,  that  it  be  dismissed  from  your 
consideration  ;  and  this  I  demand,  whether  you  take  it  as  an 
attempt  to  render  odious  the  conduct  of  the  Commons; 
whether  you  take  it  in  mitigation  of  the  punishment  due  to 
the  prisoner  for  his  crimes ;  or  whether  it  be  adduced  as  a 
presumption,  that  so  virtuous  a  servant  never  could  be  guilty 
of  the  offences  with  which  we  charge  him.  In  whichever 
of  these  lights  you  may  be  inclined  to  consider  this  matter, 
I  say  you  have  it  not  in  evidence  before  you ;  and  therefore 
you  must  expunge  it  from  your  thoughts,  and  separate  it  en- 
tirely from  your  judgment.  I  shall  hereafter  have  occasion 
to  say  a  few  words  on  this  subject  of  merits.  I  have  said 
thus  much  at  present,  in  order  to  remove  extraneous  impres- 
sions from  your  minds.  For  admitting  that  your  lordships 
are  the  best  judges,  as  I  well  know  that  you  are,  yet  I  can- 
not say  that  you  are  not  men,  and  that  matter  of  this  kind, 
however  irrelevant,  may  not  make  an  impression  upon  you. 
It  does,  therefore,  become  us  to  take  some  occasional  notice 
of  these  supposed  services,  not  in  the  way  of  argument,  but 
with  a  view  by  one  sort  of  prejudice  to  destroy  another  preju- 
dice. If  there  is  any  thing  in  evidence  which  tends  to  de- 
stroy this  plea  of  merits,  we  shall  recur  to  that  evidence  ,*  if 
there  is  nothing  to  destroy  it  but  argument,  we  shall  have 
recourse  to  that  argument ;  and  if  we  support  that  argument 
by  authority  and  document,  not  in  your  lordships'  minutes,  I 
2* 
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hope  it  will  not  be  the  less  considered  as  good  argument,  be- 
cause it  is  so  supported. 

I  must  now  call  your  lordships'  attention  from  the  vaunted 
services  of  the  prisoner,  which  have  been  urged  to  convict  us 
of  ingratitude,  to  another  part  of  his  recriminatory  defence. 
He  says,  my  lords,  that  we  have  not  only  oppressed  him 
with  unjust  charges,  (which  is  a  matter  for  your  lordships  to 
judge,  and  is  now  the  point  at  issue  between  us,)  but  that 
instead  of  attacking  him  by  fair  judicial  modes  of  proceed- 
ing, by  stating  crimes  clearly  and  plainly,  and  by  proving 
those  crimes,  and  showing  their  necessary  consequences,  we 
have  oppressed  him  with  all  sorts  of  foul  and  abusive  lan- 
guage ;  so  much  so,  that  every  part  of  our  proceeding  has,  in 
the  eye  of  the  world,  more  the  appearance  of  private  re- 
venge, than  of  public  justice. 

Against  this  impudent  and  calumnious  recriminatory  accu- 
sation, which  your  lordships  have  thought  good  to  suffer  him 
to  utter  here,  at  a  time  too  when  all  dignity  is  in  danger  of 
being  trodden  under  foot,  we  will  say  nothing  by  way  of  de- 
fence. The  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  my  lords,  are  a  rus- 
tic people  ;  a  tone  of  rusticity  is  therefore  the  proper  accent 
of  their  managers.  We  are  not  acquainted  with  the  urbanity 
and  politeness  of  extortion  and  oppression  :  nor  do  we  know 
any  thing  of  the  sentimental  delicacies  of  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption. We  speak  the  language  of  truth,  and  we  speak 
it  in  the  plain,  simple  terms  in  which  truth  ought  to  be 
spoken.  Even  if  we  have  any  thing  to  answer  for  on  this 
head,  we  can  only  answer  to  the  body  which  we  represent 
and  to  that  body  which  hears  us  ;  to  any  others  we  owe  no 
apology  whatever. 

The  prisoner  at  your  bar  admits  that  the  crimes  which  we 
charge  him  with  are  of  that  atrocity,  that  if  brought  home  to 
him  he  merits  death.  Yet  when  in  pursuance  of  our  duty, 
we  come  to  state  these  crimes  with  their  proper  criminatory 
epithets,  when  we  state  in  strong  and  direct  terms  the  cir- 
cumstances which  heighten  and  aggravate  them,  when  we 
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dwell  on  the  immoral  and  heinous  nature  of  the  acts,  and 
the  terrible  effects  which  such  acts  produce,  and  when  we 
offer  to  prove  both  the  principal  facts,  and  the  aggravatory 
ones  by  evidence,  and  to  show  their  nature  and  quality  by 
the  rules  of  law,  morality,  and  policy,  then  this  criminal,  then 
his  counsel,  then  his  accomplices  and  hirelings,  posted  in 
newspapers  and  dispersed  in  circles  through  every  part  of  the 
kingdom,  represent  him  as  an  object  of  great  compassion ; 
because  he  is  treated,  say  they,  with  nothing  but  opprobrious 
names  and  scurrilous  invectives. 

To  all  this  the  managers  of  the  Commons  will  say  noth- 
ing by  way  of  defence,  it  would  be  to  betray  their  trust  if 
they  did.  No,  my  lords,  they  have  another  and  a  very  dif- 
ferent duty  to  perform  on  this  occasion.  They  are  bound  not 
to  suffer  public  opinion,  which  often  prevents  judgment  and 
often  defeats  its  effects,  to  be  debauched  and  corrupted. 
Much  less  is  this  to  be  suffered  in  the  presence  of  our  co- 
ordinate branch  of  legislature,  and  as  it  were  with  your  and 
our  own  tacit  acquiescence.  Whenever  the  public  mind  is 
misled,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain 
to  give  it  a  more  proper  tone  and  a  juster  way  of  thinking. 
When  ignorance  and  corruption  have  usurped  the  professor's 
chair,  and  placed  themselves  in  the  seats  of  science  and  of 
virtue,  it  is  high  time  for  us  to  speak  out.  We  know  that 
the  doctrines  of  folly  are  of  great  use  to  the  professors  of 
vice.  We  know  that  it  is  one  of  the  signs  of  a  corrupt  and 
degenerate  age,  and  one  of  the  means  of  insuring  its  further 
corruption  and  degeneracy,  to  give  mild  and  lenient  epithets 
to  vices  and  to  crimes.  The  world  is  much  influenced  by 
names.  And  as  terms  are  the  representatives  of  sentiments, 
when  persons  who  exercise  any  censorial  magistracy  seem  in 
their  language  to  compromise  with  crimes  and  criminals,  by 
expressing  no  horror  of  the  one  or  detestation  of  the  other, 
the  world  will  naturally  think  that  they  act  merely  to  acquit 
themselves  in  its  sight  in  form,  but  in  reality  to  evade  their 
duty.     Yes,  my  lords,  the  world  must  think,  that  such  per- 
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sons  palter  with  their  sacred  trust,  and  are  tender  to  crimes, 
because  they  look  forward  to  the  future  possession  of  the 
same  power,  which  they  now  prosecute,  and  purpose  to  abuse 
it  in  the  manner  it  has  been  abused  by  the  criminal  of  whom 
they  are  so  tender. 

To  remove  such  an  imputation  from  us,  we  assert,  that  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain  are  not  to  receive  instructions  about 
the  language  which  they  ought  to  hold,  from  the  gentlemen 
who  liave  made  profitable  studies  in  the  academies  of  Benares 
and  of  Oude.  We  know,  and  therefore  do  not  want  to  learn, 
how  to  comport  ourselves  in  prosecuting  the  haughty  and 
overgrown  delinquents  of  the  East.  We  cannot  require  to 
be  instructed  by  them,  in  what  words  we  shall  express  just 
indignation  at  enormous  crimes  ;  for  we  have  the  example  of 
our  great  ancestors  to  teach  us.  We  tread  in  their  steps  and 
we  speak  in  their  language. 

Your  lordships  well  know,  for  you  must  be  conversant  in 
this  kind  of  reading,  that  you  once  had  before  you  a  man  of 
the  highest  rank  in  this  country,  one  of  the  greatest  men  of 
the  law,  and  one  of  the  greatest  men  of  the  state,  a  peer  of 
your  own  body,  Lord  Macclesfield.  Yet,  my  lords,  when 
that  peer  did  but  just  modestly  hint,  that  he  had  received 
hard  measure  from  the  Commons  and  their  managers,  those 
managers  thought  themselves  bound  seriatim  one  after 
another,  to  express  the  utmost  indignation  at  the  charge,  in 
the  harshest  language  that  could  be  used.  Why  did  they  do 
so  ?  They  knew  it  was  the  language  that  became  them. 
They  lived  in  an  age  in  which  politeness  was  as  well  under- 
stood and  as  much  cultivated,  as  it  is  at  present ;  but  they 
knew  what  they  were  doing,  and  they  were  resolved  to  use 
no  language  but  what  their  ancestors  had  used,  and  to  suffer 
no  insolence  which  their  ancestors  would  not  have  suffered. 
We  tread  in  their  steps  ;  we  pursue  their  method  ;  we  learn 
of  them  ;  and  we  shall  never  learn  at  any  other  school. 

We  know  from  history  and  the  records  of  this  House,  that 
a  Lord  Bacon  has  been  before  you.     Who  is  there,  that  upon 
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hearing  this  name  does  not  instantly  rscognise  every  thing 
of  genius  the  most  profound,  every  thing  of  literature  the 
most  extensive,  every  thing  of  discovery  the  most  pene- 
trating, every  thing  of  observation  on  human  life  the  most 
distinguishing  and  refined  ?  All  these  must  be  instantly 
recognised,  for  they  are  all  inseparably  associated  with  the 
name  of  Lord  Yerulam.  Yet  when  this  prodigy  was  brought 
before  your  lordships,  by  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  for 
having  permitted  his  menial  servant  to  receive  presents,  what 
was  his  demeanor  ?  Did  he  require  his  counsel  not  "  to  let 
down  the  dignity  of  his  defence  ?  "  No.  That  Lord  Bacon 
whose  least  distinction  was,  that  he  was  a  Peer  of  England,  a 
Lord  High  Chancellor,  and  the  son  of  a  Lord  Keeper,  be- 
haved like  a  man  who  knew  himself ;  like  a  man  who  was 
conscious  of  merits  of  the  highest  kind ;  but  who  was  at  the 
same  time  conscious  of  having  fallen  into  guilt.  The  House 
of  Commons  did  not  spare  him.  They  brought  him  to  your 
bar.  They  found  spots  in  that  sun.  And  what,  I  again  ask) 
was  his  behavior?  That  of  contrition,  that  of  humility, 
that  of  repentance,  that  which  belongs  to  the  greatest  men 
lapsed  and  fallen  through  human  infirmity  into  error.  He 
did  not  hurl  defiance  at  the  accusations  of  his  country,  he 
bowed  himself  before  it,  yet  with  all  his  penitence  he  could 
not  esuape  the  pursuit  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  the 
inflexible  justice  of  this  court.  Your  lordships  fined  him 
£40,000,  notwithstanding  all  his  merits ;  notwithstanding 
his  humility  ;  notwithstanding  his  contrition  ;  notwithstand- 
ing the  deconim  of  his  behavior,  so  well  suited  to  a  man 
under  the  prosecution  of  the  Commons  of  England,  before 
the  Peers  of  England.  You  fined  him  in  a  sum  fully  equal 
to  £100,000  of  the  present  day.  You  imprisoned  him  during 
the  king's  pleasure  ;  and  you  disqualified  him  for  ever  from 
having  a  seat  in  this  House,  and  any  office  in  this  kingdom. 
This  is  the  way,  in  which  the  Commons  behaved  formerly, 
and  in  which  your  lordships  acted  formerly  ;  when  no  culprit 
at  this  bar  dared  to  hurl  a  recriminatory  accusation  against 
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his  prosecutors,  or  dared  to  censure  the  lauguage  in  which 
they  expressed  their  indignation  at  bis  crimes. 

The  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  following  these  examples 
and  fortified  by  them,  abhor  all  compromise  with  guilt  either 
in  act  or  in  language.  They  will  not  disclaim  any  one  word 
that  they  have  spoken ;  because,  my  lords,  they  have  said 
nothing  abusive  or  illiberal.  It  has  been  said,  that  we  have 
used  such  language  as  was  used  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  when 
he  was  called,  not  by  the  Commons,  but  by  a  certain  person 
of  a  learned  profession,  "  a  spider  of  hell."  My  lords.  Sir 
Walter  was  a  great  soldier,  a  great  mariner,  and  one  of  the 
first  scholars  of  his  age.  To  call  him  a  spider  of  hell,  was 
not  only  indecent  in  itself,  but  perfectly  foolish,  from  the 
term  being  totally  inapplicable  to  the  object,  and  fit  only  for 
the  very  pedantic  eloquence  of  (he  person  who  used  it.  But 
if  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  had  been  guilty  of  numberless  frauds 
and  prevarications  ;  if  he  had  clandestinely  picked  up  other 
men's  money,  concealed  his  peculation  by  false  bonds,  and 
afterwards  attempted  to  cover  it  by  the  cobwebs  of  the  law, 
then  my  Lord  Coke  would  have  trespassed  a  great  deal  more 
against  decorum  than  against  propriety  of  similitude  and 
metaphor. 

My  lords,  the  managers  for  the  Commons  have  not  used 
any  inapplicable  language.  We  have  indeed  used,  and  will 
again  use,  such  expressions  as  are  proper  to  portray  guilt. 
After  describing  the  magnitude  of  the  crime,  we  describe  the 
magnitude  of  the  criminal.  We  have  declared  him  to  be  not 
only  a  public  robber  himself,  but  the  head  of  a  system  of 
robbery  ;  the  captain  general  of  the  gang  ;  the  chief  under 
whom  a  whole  predatory  band  was  arrayed,  disciplined,  and 
paid.  This,  my  lords,  is  what  we  offered  to  prove  fully  to 
you,  what  in  part  we  have  proved,  and  the  whole  of  which, 
I  believe,  we  could  prove.  In  developing  such  a  mass  of 
criminality,  and  in  describing  a  criminal  of  such  magnitude, 
as  we  have  now  brought  before  you,  we  could  not  use  leni- 
ent epithets,  without  compromising  with  crime.     We  there- 
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fore  shall  not  relax  in  our  pursuits,  nor  in  our  language.  No, 
my  lords,  no  ;  we  shall  not  fail  to  feel  indignation  wherever 
our  moral  nature  has  taught  us  to  feel  it,  nor  shall  we  hesi- 
tate to  speak  the  language  which  is  dictated  by  that  indig- 
nation. Whenever  men  are  oppressed  where  they  ought  to  be 
protected,  we  called  it  tyranny  ;  and  we  call  the  actor  a  ty- 
rant. Whenever  goods  are  taken  by  violence  from  the  pos- 
sessor, we  call  it  a  robbery ;  and  the  person  who  takes  it, 
we  call  a  robber.  Mon^y  clandestinely  taken  from  the  pro- 
prietor, we  call  theft ;  and  the  person  who  takes  it,  we  call 
a  thief.  When  a  false  paper  is  made  out  to  obtain  money, 
we  call  the  act  a  forgery.  That  steward  who  takes  bribes 
from  his  master's  tenants,  and  then,  pretending  the  money  to 
be  his  own,  lends  it  to  that  master  and  takes  bonds  for  it 
to  himself,  we  consider  guilty  of  a  breach  of  trust ;  and  the 
person  who  commits  such  crimes,  we  call  a  cheat,  a  swindler, 
and  a  forger  of  bonds.  All  these  offences,  without  the  least 
softening,  under  all  these  names,  we  charge  upon  this  man. 
We  have  so  charged  in  our  record,  we  have  so  charged  in 
our  speeches ,-  and  we  are  sorry  that  our  language  does  not 
furnish  terms  of  sufficient  force  and  compass  to  mark  the 
multitude,  the  magnitude,  and  the  atrocity  of  his  crimes. 

How  came  it,  then,  that  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain 
should  be  calumniated  for  the  course  which  they  have  taken  ? 
Why  should  it  ever  have  been  supposed  that  we  are  actuated 
by  revenge  ?  '  I  answer  there  are  two  very  sufficient  causes  : 
corruption  and  ignorance.  The  first  disposes  an  innumerable 
multitude  of  people  to  a  fellow  feeling  with  the  prisoner. 
Under  the  shadow  of  his  crimes  thousands  of  fortunes  have 
been  made  ;  and  therefore  thousands  of  tongues  are  employed 
to  justify  the  means  by  which  these  fortunes  were  made. 
When  they  cannot  deny  the  facts,  they  attack  the  accusers  ; 
they  attack  their  conduct,  they  attack  their  persons,  they 
attack  their  language,  in  every  possible  manner.  I  have  said, 
my  lords,  that  ignorance  is  the  other  cause  of  this  calumny  by 
which  the  House  of  Commons  is  assailed.     Ignorance  pro* 
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duces  a  confusion  of  ideas  concerning  the  decoram  of  life,  by 
confounding  the  niles  of  private  society  with  those  of  pub- 
lic function.     To  talk,  as  we  here  talk,  to  persons  in  a  mixed 
company  of  men  and  women,  would  violate  the  law  of  such 
societies ;  because  they  meet  for  the  sole  purpose  of  social 
intercourse,  and  not  for  the  exposure,  the  censure,  the  pun- 
ishment of  crimes ;  to  all  which  things  private  societies  are 
altogether  incompetent.     In  them  crimes  can  never  be  regu- 
larly stated,  proved,  or  refuted.     The  law  has  therefor^  ap- 
pointed special  places  for  such  inquiries  ,*  and  if  in  any  of 
those  places  we  were  to  apply  the  emollient  language  of 
drawing  rooms  to  the  exposure  of  great  crimes,  it  would  be 
as  false  and  vicious  in  taste  and  in  morals,  as  to  use  the 
criminatory  language  of  this  hall,  in  drawing  and  assembling 
rooms  would  be  misplaced  and  ridiculous.    Every  one  knows, 
that  in  common  society  palliating  names  are  given  to  vices. 
Adultery  in  a  lady  is  called  gallantry :  the  gentleman  is  com- 
monly called  a  man  of  good  fortune,  sometimes  in  French 
and  sometimes  in  English.    But  is  this  the  tone  which  would 
become  a  person,  in  a  court  of  justice,  calling  these  people 
to  an  account  for  that  horrible  crime,  which  destroys  the 
basis  of  society  ?     No,  my  lords  ;  this  is  not  the  tone  of  such 
proceedings.  Your  lordships  know  that  it  is  not  j  the  Commons 
know  that  it  is  not ;  and  because  we  have  acted  on  that  know- 
ledge, and  stigmatized  crimes  with  becoming  indignation,  we 
are  said  to  be  actuated  rather  by  revenge  than  jhstice. 

If  it  should  still  be  asked,  why  we  show  sufficient  acri- 
mony to  excite  a  suspicion  of  being  in  any  manner  influenced 
by  malice  or  a  desire  of  revenge ;  to  this,  my  lords,  I 
answer,  because  we  would  be  thought  to  know  our  duty,  and 
to  have  all  the  world  know  how  resolutely  we  are  resolved  to 
perform  it.  The  Commons  of  Great  Britain  are  not  disposed 
to  quarrel  with  the  Divine  wisdom  and  goodness,  which  has 
moulded  up  revenge  into  the  frame  and  constitution  of  man. 
He,  that  has  mside  us  what  we  are,  has  made  us  at  once  re- 
sentful and  reasonable.  Instinct  tells  a  man,  that  he  ought  to 
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revenge  an  injury ;  reason  tells  him,  that  he  ought  not  to 
be  a  judge  in  his  own  cause.  From  that  moment  revenge 
passes  from  the  private  to  the  public  hand  ;  but  in  being 
transferred  it  is  far  from  being  extinguished.  My  lords, 
it  is  transferred  as  a  sacred  trust  to  be  exercised  for  the 
injured,  in  measure  and  proportion  by  persons  who,  feel- 
ing as  he  feels,  are  in  a  temper  to  reason  better  than  he 
can  reason.  Revenge  is  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
original  injured  proprietor,  lest  it  should  be  carried  be- 
yond the  bounds  of  moderation  and  justice.  But,  my  lords, 
it  is  in  its  transfer  exposed  to  a  danger  of  an  opposite  descrip- 
tion. The  delegate  of  vengeance  may  not  feel  the  wrong 
sufficiently ;  he  may  be  cold  and  languid  in  the  performance 
of  his  sacred  duty.  It  is  for  these  reasons,  that  good  men  are 
taught  to  tremble  even  at  the  first  emotions  of  anger  and  re- 
sentment for  their  own  particular  wrongs  ;  but  they  are  like- 
wise taught,  if  they  are  well  taught,  to  give  the  loosest  possi- 
ble rein  to  their  resentment  and  indignation,  whenever  their 
parents,  their  friends,  their  country,  or  their  brethren  of  the 
common  family  of  mankind  are  injured.  Those,  who  have 
not  such  feelings  under  such  circumstances,  are  base  and  de- 
generate.  These,  my  lords,  are  the  sentiments  of  the  Com- 
mons of  Great  Britain.. 

Lord  Bacon  has  very  well  said,  that  "  revenge  is  a  kind  of 
wild  justice."  It  is  so,  and  without  this  wild  austere  stock, 
there  would  be  no  justice  in  the  world.  But  when  by  the 
skilful  hand  of  morality  and  wise  jurisprudence  a  foreign 
scion,  but  of  the  very  same  species,  is  grafted  upon  it,  its 
harsh  quality  becomes  changed,  it  submits  to  culture,  and 
laying  aside  its  savage  nature  it  bears  fruits  and  flowers, 
sweet  to  the  world,  and  not  ungrateful  even  to  Heaven  itself, 
to  which  it  elevates  its  exalted  head.  The  fruit  of  this  wild 
stock  is  revenge  regulated,  but  not  extinguished  ;  revenge 
transferred  from  the  suffering  party  to  the  communion  and 
sympathy  of  mankind.  This  is  the  revenge  by  which  we 
are  actuated,  and  which  we  should  be  sorry  if  the  false,  idle. 
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girlish,  novel-like  morality  of  the  world  should  extinguish  in 
the  breast  of  us,  who  have  a  great  public  duty  to  perform. 

This  sympathetic  revenge,  which  is  condemned  by  clamor- 
ous imbecility,  is  so  far  from  being  a  vice,  that  it  is  the  great- 
est of  all  possible  virtues ;  a  virtue  which  the  uncorrupted 
judgment  of  mankind  has  in  all  ages  exalted  to  the  rank  of 
heroism.  To  give  up  all  the  repose  and  pleasures  of  life,  to 
pass  sleepless  nights,  and  laborious  days,  and,  what  is  ten 
times  more  irksome  to  an  ingenuous  mind,  to  offer  oneself  to 
calumny  and  all  its  herd  of  hissing  tongues  and  poisoned 
fangs,  in  order  to  free  the  world  from  fraudulent  prevaricators, 
from  cruel  oppressors,  from  robbers  and  tyrants,  has  I  say  the 
test  of  heroic  virtue,  and  well  deserves  such  a  distinction. 
The  Commons,  despairing  to  attain  the  heights  of  this  virtue, 
never  lose  sight  of  it  for  a  moment.  For  seventeen  years 
they  have,  almost  without  intermission,  pursued,  by  every 
sort  of  inquiry,  by  legislative  and  by  judicial  remedy,  the 
cure  of  this  Indian  malady,  worse  ten  thousand  times  than 
the  leprosy  which  our  forefathers  brought  from  the  East. 
Could  they  have  done  this,  if  they  had  not  been  actuated  by 
some  strong,  some  vehement,  some  perennial  passion,  which, 
burning  like  the  vestal  fire,  chaste  and  eternal,  never  suffers 
generous  sympathy  to  grow  cold  in  maintaining  the  rights  of 
the  injured,  or  in  denouncing  the  crimes  of  the  oppressor  ? 

My  lords,  the  managers  for  the  Commons  have  been  actu- 
ated by  this  passion  ;  my  lords,  they  feel  its  influence  at  this 
moment ;  and  so  far  from  softening  either  their  measures  or 
their  tone,  they  do  here,  in  the  presence  of  their  Creator,  of 
this  House,  and  of  the  world,  make  this  solemn  declaration, 
and  nuncupate  this  deliberate  vow  j  that  they  will  ever  glow 
with  the  most  determined  and  unextinguishable  animosity 
against  tyranny,  oppression,  and  peculation  in  all,  but  more 
particularly  as  practised  by  this  man  in  India ;  that  they 
never  will  relent,  but  will  pursue  and  prosecute  him  and  it, 
till  they  see  corrupt  pride  prostrate  under  the  feet  of  justice. 
We  call  upon  your  lordships  to  join  us ;  and  we  have  no 
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doubt  that  you  will  feel  the  same  sympathy  that  we  feel,  or 
(what  I  cannot  persuade  my  soul  to  think,  or  my  mouth  to 
utter,)  you  will  be  identified  with  the  criminal  whose  crimes 
you  excuse,  and  rolled  with  him  in  all  the  pollution  of  Indian 
guilt,  from  generation  to  generation.  Let  those  who  feel  with 
me  upon  this  occasion  join  with  me  in  this  vow ;  if  they 
will  not,  I  have  it  all  to  myself. 

It  is  not  to  defend  ourselves,  that  I  have  addressed  your 
lordships  at  such  length  on  this  subject.  No,  my  lords ;  I 
have  said  what  I  considered  necessary  to  instruct  the  public, 
upon  the  principles  which  induced  the  House  of  Commons  to 
persevere  in  this  business  with  a  generous  warmth,  and  in 
the  indignant  language  which  nature  prompts,  when  great 
crimes  are  brought  before  men  who  feel  as  they  ought  to  feel 
upon  such  occasions. 

I  now  proceed,  my  lords,  to  the  next  recriminatory  charge, 
which  is  delaff.  I  confess  I  am  not  astonished  at  this  charge. 
From  the  first  records  of  human  impatience,  down  to  the 
present  time,  it  has  been  complained  that  the  march  of  vio- 
lence and  oppression  is  rapid  ;  but  that  the  progress  of  reme- 
dial and  vindictive  justice,  even  the  divine,  has  almost  always 
favored  the  appearance  of  being  languid  and  sluggish.  Some- 
thing of  this  is  owing  to  the  very  nature  and  constitution  of 
human  affairs  ;  because,  as  justice  is  a  circumspect,  cautious, 
scrutinizing,  balancing  principle,  full  of  doubt  even  of  itself, 
and  fearful  of  doing  wrong  even  to  the  greatest  wrong  doers, 
in  the  nature  of  things  its  movements  must  be  slow,  in  com- 
parison with  the  headlong  rapidity  with  which  avarice,  ambi- 
tion, and  revenge,  pounce  down  upon  the  devoted  prey  of 
those  violent  and  destructive  passions.  And  indeed,  my  lords, 
the  disproportion  between  crime  and  justice,  when  seen  in 
the  particular  acts  of  either,  would  be  so  much  to  the  advan- 
tage of  crimes  and  criminals,  that  we  should  find  it  difficult 
to  defend  laws  and  tribunals,  (especially  in  great  and  arduous 
cases  like  this,)  if  we  did  not  look,  not  to  the  immediate,  not 
the  retrospective^  but  to  the  provident  operation  of  justice. 
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^z'*'*/  v,'.*^  ,.'.  v..-h  1;  c:!-'-::  to  be  Li2aec.:rti :  ret  we  Luneot 
^f  .»  rry.r^.  y,rit  v,h  B^,^zrr^  Laze  been  so  Iccz  w:;houl  hiTing 
*  * '^^  ;.'.^,»^.^v:r»t  ir.n.ctfrd  cpon  ih-eir  spcil^fr.  We  lament 
^^^t  ^/r».'j,t  H.r.sj  h;**  vj  long  been  a  wasd^rer.  while  the  man 
vl'f/f  /Jp'^r^  h;frt  from  hla  domix^ions  b  still  unpuiiLshed.  We 
ftf*'r  n/,rfy  tjft^fS  \o^/.<»»v:n  has  been  cheated  of  his  money  for 
tonrU4:u  y*'/^r%f  wiihout  obtaining  redress.  These  are  oar 
nyfU'/'fi)t)f'.%^  wy  lorrb,  and  thus  we  reply  to  this  part  of  the 

My  iof^hf  iUiui  are  »ome  matters  of  fact  in  this  charge  of 
/|*?lrty,  wUu'M  I  uimi  beg  your  lordships  will  look  into.  On 
ihfs  Hnh  of  February,  1789,  the  prisoner  presented  a  petition 
Uf  youf  hntinhiimf  in  which  he  states,  after  many  other  com- 
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plaints,  that  a  great  number  of  bis  witnesses  were  obliged  to 
go  to  India,  by  which  he  has  lost  the  benefit  of  their  testi- 
mony ;  and  that  a  great  number  of  your  lordships'  body  were 
dead,  by  which  he  has  lost  the  benefit  of  their  judgment. 

As  to  the  hand  of  God,  though  some  members  of  your 
House  may  have  departed  this  life  since  the  commencement 
of  this  trial,  yet  the  body  always  remains  entire.  The  evi- 
dence before  you  is  the  same  ;  and  therefore  there  is  no  rea- 
son to  presume  that  your  final  judgment  will  be  affected  by 
these  afflicting  dispensations  of  Providence.  With  regard  to 
his  witnesses,  I  must  beg  to  remind  your  lordships  of  one  ex- 
traordinary fact.  This  prisoner  has  sent  to  India,  and  obtained, 
not  testimonies,  but  testimonials  to  his  general  good  behavior. 
He  has  never  once  applied,  by  commission  or  otherwise,  to 
falsify  any  one  fact  that  is  charged  upon  him.  No,  my 
lords,  not  one ;  therefore  that  part  of  his  petition,  which  states 
the  injury  he  has  received  from  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain,  is  totally  false  and  groundless ;  for  if  he  had  any 
witnesses  to  examine,  he  would  not  have  failed  to  examine 
them.  If  he  had  asked  for  a  commission  to  receive  their 
depositions,  a  commission  would  have  been  granted  ;  if,  with- 
out a  commission,  he  had  brought  affidavits  to  facts,  or  regu- 
lar recorded  testimony,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  would 
never  have  rejected  such  evidence,  even  though  they  could 
not  have  cross-examined  it. 

Another  complaint  is,  that  many  of  his  witnesses  were 
obliged  to  leave  England,  before  he  could  make  use  of  their 
evidence.  My  lords,  no  delay  in  the  trial  has  prevented  him 
from  producing  any  evidence,  for  we  were  willing  that  any 
of  bis  witnesses  should  be  examined  at  any  time  most  con- 
venient to  himself.  If  many  persons  connected  with  his 
measures  are  gone  to  India,  during  the  course  of  his  trial, 
many  others  have  returned  to  England.  Mr.  Larkins  re- 
turned ;  was  the  prisoner  willing  to  examine  him  ?  No  ;  and 
it  was  nothing  but  downright  shame,  and  the  presumptions 
which  he  knew  would  be  drawn  against  him,  if  he  did  not 
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call  this  witness,  which  finally  induced  hini  jtot  make  use  of 
his  evidence.  We  examined  Mr.  Larkins,  Ay  lords  >  we  ex- 
amined all  the  prisoner's  witnesses ;  your  lordships  have  their 
testimony  ;  and  down  to  this  very  hour,  he  has  not  put  his 
hand  upon  any  one,  whom  he  thought  a  proper  and  essential 
witness  to  the  facts,  or  to  auy  part  of  the  cause,  whose  ex- 
amination has  been  denied  him  ;  nor  has  he  even  stated,  that 
any  man,  if  brought  here,  would  prove  such  and  such  points. 
No ;  not  one  word  to  this  effect  has  ever  been  stated  by  the 
prisoner. 

There  is,  my  lords,  another  case,  which  was  noticed  by  my 
honorable  fellow  manager  yesterday.  Mr.  Belli,  th«  confi- 
dential secretary  of  the  prisoner,  was  agent  and  contractor  for 
stores ;  and  this  raised  a  suspicion,  that  the  contracts  were 
held  by  him  for  the  prisoner's  advantage.  Mr.  Belli  was  here 
during  the  whole  time  of  the  trial,  and  six  weeks  after  we 
had  closed  our  evidence.  We  had  then  no  longer  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  order  of  witnesses,  and  he  might  have  called 
whom  he  pleased.  With  the  full  knowledge  of  these  circum- 
stances, that  witness  did  he  suffer  to  depart  for  India,  if  he 
did  not  even  encourage  his  departure.  This,  my  lords,  is  the 
kind  of  damage,  which  he  has  suffered  by  the  want  of  wit- 
nesses, through  the  protraction  of  this  trial. 

But  the  great  and  serious  evil  which  he  complains  of,  as 
being  occasioned  by  our  delay,  is  of  so  extraordinary  a  na- 
ture, that  I  must  request  your  lordships  to  examine  it  with 
extraordinary  strictness  and  attention.  In  the  petition  before 
your  lordships,  the  prisoner  asserts,  that  he  was  under  the 
necessity,  through  his  counsel  and  solicitors,  "  of  collecting 
and  collating  from  the  voluminous  records  of  the  compsuay 
the  whole  history  of  his  public  life,  in  order  to  form  a  com- 
plete defence  to  every  allegation,  which  the  Honorable  House 
of  Commons  had  preferred  against  him;  and  that  he  has 
expended  upwards  of  thirty  thousand  pounds  in  preparing  the 
materials  of  his  defence." 

It  is  evident,   my  lords,   that   the    expenditure    of  this 
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£30,000  is  not  jiroperlj  connected  with  the  delay  of  which 
he  compiauis,*  for  he  states,  that  he  had  incurred  this 
loss  merely  in  collecting  mad  collating  materials,  previous  to 
his  defence  before  your  lordships.  If  this  were  true,  and 
your  lordships  were  to  admit  the  amount  as  a  rale  and  esti- 
mate by  which  the  aggregate  of  his  loss  could  be  ascertained ; 
the  application  of  the  rule  of  three  to  the  sum  and  time  given, 
would  bring  out  an  enormous  expenditure  in  the  long  period 
which  has  elapsed  since  the  commencement  of  the  trial ;  so 
enormous,  that  if  this  monstrous  load  of  oppression  has  been 
laid  upon  him  by  the  delay  of  the  Commons,  I  believe  no 
man  living  can  stand  up  in  our  justification.  But,  my  lords, 
I  am  to  tell  your  lordships  some  facts,  into  which,  we  trust, 
you  will  inquire  ;  for  this  business  is  not  in  our  hands,  nor 
can  we  lay  it  as  a  charge  before  you.  Your  own  journals 
have  recorded  the  document,  in  which  the  prisoner  complains 
bitterly  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  indeed  of  the  whole 
judicature  of  the  country ;  a  complaint  which  your  lordships 
will  do  well  to  examine. 

When  we  first  came  to  a  knowledge  of  this  petition,  which 
was  not  till  some  time  after  it  was  presented,  I  happened  to 
have  conversation  with  a  noble  lord,  I  know  not  whether  he 
be  in  his  place  in  the  House  or  not ;  but  I  think  I  am  not 
irregular  in  mentioning  his  name.  When  I  mention  Lord 
Suffolk,  I  name  a  peer,  whom  honor,  justice,  veracity,  and 
every  virtue  that  distinguishes  the  man  and  the  peer,  would 
claim  for  their  own.  My  Lord  Sufiblk  told  me,  that,  in  a 
conversation  with  the  late  Lord  Dover,  who  brought  the 
prisoner's  petition  into  your  House,  he  could  not  refrain  from 
expressing  his  astonishment  at  that  part  of  the  petition,  which 
related  to  the  expense  Mr.  Hastings  had  been  at ;  and  partic- 
ularly as  a  complaint  had  been  made  in  the  House,  of  the 
enormous  expense  of  the  prosecution,  which  at  that  time  had 
only  amounted  to  £14,000,  although  the  expense  of  the 
prosecutor  is  generally  greater  than  that  of  the  defendant,  and 
public  proceedings  more  expensive  than  private  ones.     Lord 
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Dover  said,  that  before  he  presented  the  petition  he  had  felt 
exactly  in  the  same  manner ;  but  that  Mr.  Hastings  assured 
him,  that  £6,000  had  been  paid  to  copying  clerks  in  the 
India  House,  and  that  from  this  circumstance  he  might  judge 
of  the  other  expenses.  Lord  Dover  was  satisfied  with  this 
assurance ;  and  presented  the  petition,  which  otherwise  he 
should  have  declined  to  do,  on  account  of  the  apparent  enor- 
mity of  the  allegation  it  contained.  At  the  time  when  Lord 
Suffolk  informed  me  of  these  particulars,  (with  a  good  deal 
of  surprise  and  astonishment,)  I  had  not  leisure  to  go  down  to 
the  India  House  in  order  to  make  inquiries  concerning  them  ; 
but  I  afterwards  asked  the  secretary,  Mr.  Hudson,  to  whom 
we  had  given  a  handsome  reward,  what  sums  he  had  received 
from  Mr.  Hastings,  for  his  services  upon  this  occasion ;  and 
the  answer  was  "  not  one  shilling  !  "  Not  one  shilling  had 
Mr.  Hudson  received  from  Mr.  Hastings.  The  clerks  of  the 
company  informed  us,  that  the  court  of  directors  had  ordered, 
that  every  paper  which  Mr.  Hastings  wanted  should  be  copied 
for  him  gratuitously  ;  and  that  if  any  additional  clerks  were 
wanting  for  the  effectual  execution  of  his  wishes,  the  expense 
would  be  defrayed  by  the  directors.  Hearing  this  account,  I 
next  inquired  what  expedition-money  might  have  been  given 
to  the  clerks,  for  we  know  something  of  this  kind  is  usually 
done.  In  reply  to  this  question,  Mr.  Hudson  told  me,  that  at 
various  times  they  had  received  in  little  driblets  to  the  amount 
of  £95,  or  thereabouts.  In  this  way  the  account  stood  when 
I  made  this  inquiry,  which  was  at  least  half  a  year  after  the 
petition  had  been  presented  to  your  lordships.  Thus  the 
whole  story  of  the  £6,000  was  absolutely  false.  At  that 
time  there  was  not  one  word  of  truth  in  it,  whatever  be  the 
amount  of  the  sums  which  he  has  paid  since.  Your  lord- 
ships will  now  judge,  whether  you  have  been  abused  by 
false  allegations  or  not ;  allegations  which  could  scarcely 
admit  of  being  true,  and  which  upon  the  best  inquiry  I  found 
absolutely  false  :  and  I  appeal  to  the  testimony  of  the  noble 
lord,  who  is  now  living,  for  the  truth  of  the  account  he  re- 
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ceived  from  the  worthy  and  respectable  peer,  whose  loss  the 
nation  has  to  bewail. 

There  are  many  other  circumstances  of  fraud  and  false- 
hood attending  this  petition ;  —  (we  must  call  things  by  their 
proper  names,  my  lords,)  —  there  are,  I  say,  many  circum- 
stances of  fraud  and  falsehood.  We  know  it  to  have  been 
impossible  at  the  time  of  presenting  this  petition,  that  this 
man  should  have  expended  £30,000  in  the  preparation  of 
materials  for  his  defence,  and  your  lordships'  justice  together 
with  the  credit  of  the  House  of  Commons  are  concerned  in 
the  discovery  of  the  truth.  There,  is  indeed,  an  ambiguous 
word  in  the  petition.  He  asserts,  that  he  is  engaged  for  the 
payment  of  that  sum.  We  asked  the  clerks  of  the  India 
House,  whettier  he  had  given  them  any  bond,  note,  security, 
or  promise  of  payment,-  they  assured  us,  that  he  had  not : 
they  will  be  ready  to  make  the  same  assurance  to  your  lord- 
ships, when  you  come  to  inquire  into  this  matter,  which  be- 
fore you  give  judgment  we  desire  and  claim  that  you  will 
do.  All  is  concealment  and  mystery  on  the  side  of  the  pris- 
oner ;  all  is  open  and  direct  with  us.  We  are  desirous  that 
every  thing  which  is  concealed  may  be  brought  to  light. 

In  contradiction  then  to  this  charge  of  oppression  and  of  an 
attempt  to  ruin  his  fortune,  your  lordships  will  see,  that  at 
the  time  when  he  made  this  charge  he  had  not  been  in  fact, 
nor  was  for  a  long  time  after,  one  shilling  out  of  pocket. 
But  some  other  person  had  become  security  to  his  attorney 
for  him. — ^What  then  are  we  to  think  of  these  men  of  business, 
of  these  friends  of  Mr.  Hastings,  who,  when  he  is  possessed 
of  nothing,  are  contented  to  become  responsible  for  £30,000  ? 
(Was  it  £30,000  out  of  the  Bullock  Contracts  ?)  responsi- 
ble I  say  for  this  sum,  in  order  to  maintain  this  suit  previous 
to  its  actual  commencement ;  and  who  consequently  must  be 
so  engaged  for  every  article  of  expense  that  has  followed  from 
that  time  to  this. 

Thus  much  we  have  thought  it  necessary  to  say  upon  this 
part  of  the  recriminatory  charge  of  delay.     With  respect  to 
3* 
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the  delay  in  general,  we  are  at  present  under  an  account  to  our 
constituents  upon  that  subject.  To  them  we  shall  give  it. 
We  shall  not  give  any  further  account  of  it  to  your  lordships  ; 
the  means  belong  to  us  as  well  as  to  you  of  removing  these 
chaises.  Your  lordships  may  inquire  upon  oath,  as  we  have 
done  in  our  committee,  into  all  the  circumstances  of  these 
allegations  ;  I  hope  your  Lordships  will  do  so,  and  will  give 
the  Commons  an  opportunity  of  attending  and  assisting  at 
this  most  momentous  and  important  inquiry. 

The  next  recriminatory  charge  made  upon  us  by  the  pris- 
oner is,  that  merely  to  throw  an  odium  upon  him  we  have 
brought  forward  a  great  deal  of  irrelevant  matter,  (which 
could  not  be  proved  regularly  in  the  course  of  examination  at 
your  bar  ;)  and  particularly  in  the  opening  speech,  which  I  had 
the  honor  of  making  on  the  subject. 

Tour  lordships  know  very  well,  that  we  stated  in  our 
charge,  that  great  abuses  had  prevailed  in  India :  that  the 
company  had  entered  into  covenants  with  their  servants  re- 
specting those  abuses :  that  an  act  of  parliament  was  made 
to  prevent  their  recurrence,  and  that  Mr.  Hastings  still  con- 
tinued in  their  practice.  Now,  my  lords,  having  stated  this, 
nothing  could  be  more  regular,  more  proper,  and  more  perti- 
nent, than  for  us  to  justify  both  the  covenants  required  by 
the  company,  and  the  act  made  to  prevent  abuses  which  ex- 
isted in  India.  We  therefore  went  through  those  abuses ;  we 
stated  them,  and  were  ready  to  prove  every  material  word 
and  article  in  them.  Whether  they  were  personally  relevant 
or  irrelevant  to  the  prisoner,  we  cared  nothing.  We  were  to 
make  out  from  the  records  of  the  House,  (which  records  I 
can  produce  whenever  I  am  called  upon  for  them,)  all  these 
articles  of  abuse  and  grievance :  and  we  have  stated  these 
abuses  as  the  grounds  of  the  company's  provisional  cove- 
nants with  its  servants,  and  of  the  act  of  parliament.  We 
have  stated  them  under  two  heads,  violence  and  corruption ; 
for  these  crimes  will  be  found,  my  lords,  in  almost  every 
transaction  with  the  native  powers ;  and  the  prisoner  is  di- 
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rectly  or  indirectly  involved  in  every  part  of  them.  If  it  be 
stiU  objected,  that  these  crimes  are  irrelevant  to  the  charge, 
we  answer,  that  we  did  not  introduce  them  as  matter  of 
chaise.  We  say  they  were  not  irrelevant  to  the  proof  of  the 
preamble  of  our  charge,  which  preamble  is  perfectly  relevant 
in  all  its  parts.  That  the  matters  stated  in  it  are  perfectly 
true,  we  vouch  the  House  of  Commons ;  we  vouch  the  very 
persons  themselves,  who  were  concerned  in  the  transactions. 
When  Arabic  authors  are  quoted,  and  Oriental  tales  told  about 
fleshes  of  Ughining  and  three  seals^  we  quote  the  very  parties 
themselves  giving  this  account  of  their  own  conduct  to  a 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

Your  lordships  will  remember,  that  a  most  reverend  prelate, 
who  cannot  be  named  without  every  mark  of  respect  and  at- 
tention, conveyed  a  petition  to  your  lordships,  from  a  gentle- 
man concerned  in  one  of  those  narratives.  Upon  your  lord- 
ships' table  that  petition  still  lies.  For  the  production  of  this 
narrative  we  are  not  answerable  to  this  House ;  your  lordships 
could  not  make  us  answerable  to  him  ;  but  we  are  answerable 
to  our  own  House,  we  are  answerable  to  our  own  honor,  we 
are  answerable  to  all  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  for  what- 
ever we  have  asserted  in  their  name.  Accordingly,  General 
Burgoyne,  then  a  member  of  this  committee  of  managers,  and 
myself,  went  down  into  the  House  of  Commons ;  we  there 
restated  the  whole  affair  ;  we  desired  that  an  inquiry  should 
be  made  into  it,  at  the  request  of  the  parties  concerned.  But, 
my  lords,  they  have  never  asked  for  inquiry  from  that  day  to 
this.  Whenever  he  or  they  who  are  criminated,  not  by  us, 
but  in  this  volume  of  Reports  that  is  in  my  hand,  desire  it, 
the  House  will  give  them  all  possible  satisfaction  upon  the 
subject. 

A  similar  complaint  was  made  to  the  House  of  Commons 
by  the  prisoner,  that  matters  irrelevant  to  the  charge  were 
brought  up  hither.  Was  it  not  open  to  him,  and  has  he  had 
no  friends  in  the  House  of  Commons,  to  call  upon  the  House 
during  the  whole  period  of  this  proceeding,  to  examine  into 
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the  particulars  adduced  in  justification  of  the  preamble  of  the 
chaige  against  him  ;  in  justification  of  the  covenants  of  the 
company  ;  in  justification  of  the  act  of  parliament  ?  It  was 
in  his  power  to  do  it,  it  is  in  his  power  still ;  and  if  it  be 
brought  before  that  tribunal,  to  which  I  and  my  fellow  mana- 
gers are  alone  accountable,  we  will  lay  before  that  tribunal 
such  matters  as  will  sufficiently  justify  our  mode  of  pro* 
ceeding,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons.  I  will 
not,  therefore,  enter  into  the  particulars,  (because  they  cannot 
be  entered  into  by  your  lordships,)  any  further  than  to  say, 
that  if  we  had  ever  been  called  upon  to  prove  the  allegations 
which  we  have  made,  not  in  the  nature  of  a  chaise,  but  as 
bound  in  duty  to  this  court,  and  in  justice  to  ourselves,  we 
should  have  been  ready  to  enter  into  jMTOof.  We  offered  to  do 
60,  and  we  now  repeat  the  offer. 

There  was  another  complaint  in  the  prisoner's  petition, 
which  did  not  apply  to  the  words  of  the  preamble,  but  to  an 
allegation  in  the  charge,  concerning  abuses  in  the  revenue, 
and  the  ill  consequences  which  arose  from  them.  .  I  allude 
to  those  shocking  transactions  which  nobody  can  mention 
without  horror,  in  Rampore  and  Dinagepore,  during  the  gov- 
ernment of  Mr.  Hastings,  and  which  we  attempted  to  bring 
home  to  him.  What  did  he  do  in  this  case  ?  Did  he  en- 
deavor to  meet  these  charges  fairly,  as  he  might  have  done  ? 
No,  my  lords  ;  what  he  said  merely  amounted  to  this ;— ex- 
amination into  these  charges  would  vindicate  my  reputation 
before  the  world ;  but  ''  I,  who  am  the  guardian  of  my  own 
honor,  and  my  own  interests,"  choose  to  avail  myself  of  the 
rules  and  orders  of  this  House,  and  I  will  not  suffer  you  to 
enter  upon  that  examination. 

My  lords,  we  admit  you  are  the  interpreters  of  your  own 
rules  and  orders.  We  likewise  admit  that  our  own  honor 
may  be  affected  by  the  character  of  the  evidence  which  we 
produce  to  you.  But,  my  lords,  they  who  withhold  their 
defence,  who  suffer  themselves,  as  they  say,  to  be  cruelly 
criminated  by  unjust  accusation,  and  yet  will  not  permit  the 
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evidence  of  their  guilt  or  innocence  to  be  produced,  are  them- 
selves the  causes  of  the  irrelevancy  of  all  these  matters.  It 
cannot  justly  be  charged  on  us ;  for  we  have  never  offered 
any  matter  here,  which  we  did  not  declare  our  readiness  upon 
the  spot  to  prove.  Your  lordships  did  not  think  fit  to  receive 
that  proof.  We  do  not  now  censure  your  lordships  for  your 
determination;  that  is  not  the  business  of  this  day.  We 
refer  to  your  determination  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
falsehood  of  the  imputation,  which  the  prisoner  has  cast  upon 
us,  of  having  oppressed  him  by  delay  and  irrelevant  matter. 
We  refer  to  it,  in  order  to  show  that  the  oppression  rests  with 
himself;  that  it  is  all  his  own. 

Well,  but  Mr.  Hastings  complained  also  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  Has  he  pursued  the  complaint  7  No,  he  has 
not ;  and  yet  this  prisoner,  and  these  gentlemen,  his  learned 
counsel,  have  dared  to  reiterate  their  complaints  of  us  at 
your  lordships'  bar ;  while  we  have  always  been,  and  still 
are,  ready  to  prove  both  the  atrocious  nature  of  the  facts, 
and  that  they  are  referable  to  the  prisoner  at  your  bar.  To 
this,  as  I  have  said  before,  the  prisoner  has  objected.'  This 
we  are  not  permitted  to  do  by  your  lordships  :  and  therefore, 
without  presuming  to  blame  your  determination,  I  repeat 
that  we  throw  the  blame  directly  upon  himself,  when  he 
complains  that  his  private  character  suffers  without  the  means 
of  defence,  since  he  objects  to  the  use  of  means  of  defence 
which  are  at  his  disposal. 

Having  gone  through  this  part  of  the  prisoner's  recrimina- 
tory charge,  I  shall  close  my  observations  on  his  demeanor, 
and  defer  my  remarks  on  his  complaint  of  our  ingratitude 
until  we  come  to  consider  his  set-off  of  servicesw 

The  next  subject  for  your  lordships'  consideration  is  the 
principle  of  the  prisoner's  defence.  And  here  we  must  ob- 
serve, that  either  by  confession  or  conviction,  we  are  pos- 
sessed  of  the  facts,  and  perfectly  agreed  upon  the  matter  at 
issue  between  us.  In  taking  a  view  of  the  laws,  by  which 
you  are  to  judge,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  state  to  you  upon  what 


40  SPEECH  IN  THE  IMPEACHMENT  OF 

principles  of  law  the  House  of  Commons  has  criminated  him, 
and  upon  what  principles  of  law,  or  pretended  law,  he  justi- 
fies himself ;  for  these  are  the  matters  at  issue  between  us : 
the  matters  of  fact,  as  I  have  just  said,  being  determined, 
either  by  confession  on  his  part,  or  by  proof  on  ours. 

My  lords,  we  acknowledge  that  Mr.  Hastings  was  invested 
with  discretionary  power,  but  we  assert,  that  he  was  bound 
to  use  that  power  according  to  the  established  rules  of  po- 
litical morality,  humanity,  and  equity.  In  all  questions 
relating  to  foreign  powers,  he  was  bound  to  act  under  the 
law  of  nature  and  under  the  law  of  nations,  as  it  is  re- 
cognised by  the  wisest  authorities  in  public  jurisprudence. 
In  his  relation  to  this  country,  he  was  bound  to  act  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  and  statutes  of  Great  Britain,  either  in 
their  letter  or  in  their  spirit ;  and  we  affirm,  that  in  his 
relation  to  the  people  of  India,  he  was  bound  to  act  ac- 
cording to  the  largest  and  most  liberal  construction  of  their 
laws,  rights,  usages,  institutions,  and  good  customs;  and 
we  furthermore  assert,  that  he  was  under  an  express  obliga- 
tion to  yield  implicit  obedience  to  the  court  of  directors.  It 
is  upon  these  rules  and  principles  the  Commons  contend,  that 
Mr.  Hastings  ought  to  have  regulated  his  government ;  and 
not  only  Mr.  Hastings,  but  all  other  governors.  It  is  upon 
these  rules  that  he  is  responsible,  and  upon  these  rules,  and 
these  rules  only,  your  lordships  are  to  judge. 

My  lords,  long  before  the  committee  had  resolved  upon 
this  impeachment,  we  had  come,  as  I  have  told  your  lord- 
ships, to  forty-five  resolutions,  every  one  criminatory  of  this 
man,  every  one  of  them  bottomed  upon  the  principles  which 
I  have  stated.  We  never  will,  nor  can  we  abandon  them  ; 
and  we  therefore  do  not  supplicate  your  lordships  upon  this 
head,  but  claim  and  demand  of  right,  that  you  will  judge 
him  upon  those  principles,  and  upon  no  other.  If  once  they 
are  evaded,  you  can  have  no  rule  for  your  judgment  but 
your  caprices  and  partialities. 

Having  thus  stated  the  principles  upon  which  the  Com- 
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mons  hold  him  and  all  governors  responsible,  and  upon  which 
we  have  grounded  our  impeachment,  and  which  must  be  the 
grounds  of  your  judgment,  (and  your  lordships  will  not 
suffer  any  other  ground  to  be  mentioned  to  you,)  we  will 
now  tell  you  what  are  the  grounds  of  his  defence. 

He  first  asserts,  that  he  was  possessed  of  an  arbitrary  and 
despotic  power,  restrained  by  no  laws  but  his  own  will.  He 
next  says,  that  "  the  rights  of  the  people  he  governed  in 
India  are  nothing,  and  that  the  rights  of  the  government  are 
every  thing."  The  people,  he  asserts,  have  no  liberty,  no 
laws,  no  inheritance,  no  fixed  property,  no  descendable  es- 
tate, no  subordinations  in  society,  no  sense  of  honor  or  of 
shame ;  and  that  they  are  only  affected  by  punishment  so 
far  as  punishment  is  a  corporal  infliction  ;  being  totally  insen- 
sible of  any  difference  between  the  punishment  of  man  and 
beast.  These  are  the  principles  of  his  Indian  government, 
which  Mr.  Hastings  has  avowed  in  their  full  extent.  When- 
ever precedents  are  required,  he  cites  and  follows  the  exam- 
ple of  avowed  tyrants,  of  Ali  Yerdi  Khan,  Cossim  Ali  Khan, 
and  Sujah  Dowlah.  With  an  avowal  of  these  principles  he 
'  was  pleased  first  to  entertain  the  House  of  Commons,  the  ac- 
tive asserters  and  conservators  of  the  rights,  liberties,  and  laws 
of  his  country ;  and  then  to  insist  upon  them  more  laj^ely 
and  in  a  fuller  detail  before  this  awful  tribunal,  the  passive 
judicial  conservator  of  the  same  great  interests.  He  has 
brought  out  these  blasphemous  doctrines  in  this  great  temple 
of  justice,  consecrated  to  law  and  equity  for  a  long  series  of 
ages.  He  has  brought  them  forth  in  Westminster  Hall,  in 
presence  of  all  the  judges  of  the  land,  who  are  to  execute  the 
law,  and  of  the  House  of  Lords,  who  are  bound  as  its  guar- 
dians not  to  suffer  the  words,  "  arbitrary  power,"  to  be  men- 
tioned before  them.  For  I  am  not  again  to  tell  your  lordships 
that  arbitrary  power  is  treason  in  the  law  ;  that  to  mention  it 
with  law  is  to  commit  a  contradiction  in  terms.  They  cannot 
exist  in  concert ;  they  cannot  hold  together  for  a  moment. 

Let  us  now  hear  what  the  prisoner  says,  ''  The  sovereign- 
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ty,  which  they  [the  soubahdars,  or  viceroys  of  the  Mogul 
empire]   assumed,  it  fell  to  my  lot,  very  miexpectedly^,  to 
exert ;  and  whether  or  not  such  power,  or  powers  of  that 
nature,  were  delegated  to  me  by  any  provisions  of  any  act  of 
parliament  I  confess  myself  too  little  of  a  lawyer  to  pronounce. 
I  only  know,  that  the  acceptance  of  the  sovereignty  of  Be- 
nares, d&c.  is  not  acknowledged  or  admitted  by  any- act   of 
parliament ;    and  yet,  by  the  particular  interference  of  the 
majority  of  the  council,  the  company  is  clearly  and  indispu- 
tably seized  of  that  sovereignty.     If,  therefore,  the  sovereign- 
ty of  Benares,  as  ceded  to  us  by  the  vizier,  have  any  rights 
whatever  annexed  to  it,  (and  be  not  a  mere  empty  word 
without  meaning,)  those  rights  must  be  such  as  are  held, 
countenanced,  and  established  by  the  law,  custom,  and  usage 
of  the  Mogul  empire,  and  not  by  the  provisions  of  any  Brit- 
ish act  of  parliament  hitherto  enacted.     Those  rights^  and 
none  other,  I  have  been  the  involuntary  instrument  of  en- 
forcing.    And  if  any  future  act  of  parliament  shall  positively, 
or  by  implication,  tend  to  annihilate  those  very  rights,  or 
their  exertion,  as  I  have  exerted  them,  I  much  fear,  that  the 
boasted  sovereignty  of  Benares,  which  was  held  up  as  an 
acquisition  almost  obtruded  on  the  company  against  my  con- 
sent and  opinion,  (for  I  acknowledge,  that  even  then  I  fore- 
saw many  difficulties  and  inconveniences  in  its  future  exer- 
cise ;)  I  fear,  I  say,  that  this  sovereignty  will  be  found  a 
burden  instead  of  a  benefit,  a  heavy  clog  rather  than  a  pre- 
cious gem  to  its  present  possessors  ;  I  mean,  unless  the  whole 
of  our  territory  in  that  quarter  shall  be  rounded  and  made  an 
uniform  compact  body  by  one  grand  and  systematic  arrange- 
ment ;  such  an  arrangement  as  shall  do  away  all  the  mis- 
chiefs, doubts,  and  inconveniences,  (both  to   the  governors 
and  the  governed,)  arising  from  the  variety  of  tenures,  rights, 
and  claims  in  all  cases  of  landed  property  and  feudal  juris- 
diction in  India,  from  the  informality,  invalidity,  and  insta- 
bility of  all  engagements  in  so  divided  and  unsettled  a  state 
of  society;  and  from    the    unavoidable  anarchy  and  confu- 
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sion  of  different  laws,  religions,  and  prejudices,  moral,  civil, 
and  political,  all  jumbled  together  in  one  unnatural  and 
discordant  mass.  Every  part  of  Hindostan  has  been  con- 
stantly exposed  to  these  and  similar  disadvantages  ever  since 
the  Mahomedan  conquests.  The  Hindoos,  who  never  in- 
corporated with  their  conquerors,  were  kept  in  order  only 
by  the  strong  hand  of  power.  The  constant  necessity  of 
similar  exertions  would  increase  at  once  their  energy  and 
extent,  so  that  rebellion  itself  is  the  parent  and  promoter  of 
despotism.  Sovereignty  in  India  implies  nothing  else.  For 
I  know  not  how  we  can  form  an  estimate  of  its  powers,  but 
from  its  visible  effects,  and  those  are  every  where  the  same 
from  Cabool  to  Assam.  The  whole  history  of  Asia  is  noth- 
ing more  than  precedents  to  prove  the  invariable  exercise  of 
arbitrary  power.  To  aU  this  I  strongly  alluded  in  the  min- 
utes I  delivered  in  council,  when  the  treaty  with  the  new 
vizier  was  on  foot  in  1776 ;  and  I  wished  to  make  Cheit 
Sing  independent,  because  in  India  dependence  included  a 
thousand  evils,  many  of  which  I  enumerated  at  that  time, 
and  they  are  entered  in  the  ninth  clause  of  the  first  section 
of  this  charge.  I  knew  the  powers  with  which  an  Indian 
sovereignty  is  armed,  and  the  dangers  to  which  tributaries 
are  exposed.  I  knew,  that,  from  the  history  of  Asia,  and 
from  the  very  nature  of  mankind,  the  subjects  of  a  despotic 
empire  are  always  vigilant  for  the  moment  to  rebel,  and  the 
sovereign  is  ever  jealous  of  rebellious  intentions.  A  zemin- 
dar is  an  Indian  subject,  and  as  such  exposed  to  the  common 
lot  of  his  fellows.  The  mean  and  depraved  state  of  a  mere 
zemindar  is  therefore  this  very  dependence  above-mentioned 
on  a  despotic  government,  this  very  proneness  to  shake  off 
his  allegiance,  and  this  very  exposure  to  continual  danger 
from  his  sovereign's  jealousy,  which  are  consequent  on  the 
political  state  of  Hindostanic  governments.  Bui  want  Sing, 
if  he  had  been,  and  Cheit  Sing,  as  long  as  he  was,  a  zemin- 
dar, stood  exactly  in  this  mean  and  depraved  state  by  the 
constitution  of  his  country.    I  did  not  make  it  for   him, 
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but  would  have  secured  him  from  it.  Those,  who  made 
him  a  zemindar,  entailed  upon  him  the  consequences  of  so 
mean  and  depraved  a  tenure.  Ally  Verdy  Khan  and  Cossim 
Ally  fined  all  their  zemindars  on  the  necessities  of  war,  and 
on  every  pretence  either  of  court  necessity  or  court  extrava- 
gance." 

I  beseech  your  lordships  seriously  to  look  upon  the  whole 
nature  of  the  principles  upon  which  the  prisoner  defends  him- 
self. He  appeals  to  the  custom  and  usage  of  the  Mogul 
empire ;  and  the  constitution  of  that  empire  is,  he  says,  ar- 
bitrary power.  He  says,  that  he  does  not  know  whether 
any  act  of  parliament  bound  him  not  to  exercise  this  arbi- 
trary power ;  and  that  if  any  such  act  should  in  future  be 
made,  it  would  be  mischievous  and  ruinous  to  our  empire  in 
India.  Thus  he  has  at  once  repealed  all  preceding  acts,  he 
has  annulled  by  prospect  every  future  act  you  can  make ; 
and  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain, 
without  ruining  the  empire,  to  hinder  his  exercising  this  de- 
spotic authority.  All  Asia  is  by  him  disfranchised  at  a  stroke. 
Its  inhabitants  have  no  rights,  no  laws,  no  liberties,  their 
state  is  mean  and  depraved ;  they  may  be  fined  for  any  pur- 
pose of  court  extravagance,  or  prodigality ;  or  as  Cheit  Sing 
was  fined  by  him,  not  only  upon  every  war,  but  upon  every 
pretence  of  war. 

This  is  the  account  he  gives  of  his  power  and  of  the 
people  subject  to  the  British  government  in  India.  We  de- 
ny, that  the  act  of  parliament  gave  him  any  such  power  ;  we 
deny,  that  the  India  Company  gave  him  any  such  power ;  or 
that  they  had  ever  any  such  power  to  give.  We  even  deny, 
that  there  exists  in  all  the  human  race  a  power  to  make  the 
government  of  any  state  dependent  upon  individual  will :  we 
disclaim,  we  reject  all  such  doctrines  with  disdain  and  in- 
dignation ;  and  we  have  brought  them  up  to  your  lordships 
to  be  tried  at  your  bar. 

What  must  be  the  condition  of  the  people  of  India,  gov- 
erned, as  they  have  been,  by  persons  who  maintain  these 
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principles  as  maiims  of  governinent,  and  not  as  occasional 
deviations  caused  by  the  irregular  will  of  man  ]  principles  by 
which  the  whole  system  of  society  is  to  be  controlled  ;  not 
by  law,  reason,  or  justice,  but  by  the  will  of  one  man  ? 

Your  lordships  will  remark,  that  not  only  the  whole  of  the 
laws,  rights,  and  usages,  but  the  very  being  of  the  people, 
are  exposed  to  ruin  ;  for  Mr.  Hastings  says,  that  the  people 
may  be  fined,  that  they  may  be  exiled,  that  they  may  be 
imprisoned,  and  that  even  their  lives  are  dependent  upon  the 
mere  will  of  their  foreign  master :  and  that  he,  the  com- 
pany's governor,  exercised  that  wiU  under  the  authority  of 
this  country.  Remark,  my  lords,  his  application  of  this  doc- 
trine. I  would,  he  says,  have  kept  Cheit  Sing  from  the  con- 
sequences of  this  dependence,  by  making  him  independent, 
and  not  in  any  manner  subjecting  him  to  our  government. 
The  moment  he  came  into  a  state  of  dependence  upon  the 
British  government,  all  these  evils  attached  upon  him.  It  is, 
he  adds,  disagreeable  to  me  to  exert  such  powers,  but  I  know 
they  must  be  ej^erted,  and  I  declare  there  is  no  security  from 
this  arbitrary  power,  but  by  having  nothing  to  do  with  the 
British  government. 

My  lords,  the  House  of  Commons  has  already  well  con- 
sidered what  may  be  our  future  moral  and  political  condition 
when  the  persons,  who  come  from  that  school  of  pride,  inso- 
lence, corruption,  and  tyranny,  are  more  intimately  mixed  up 
with  us  of  purer  morals.  Nothing  but  contamination  can  be 
the  result,  nothing  but  corruption  can  exist  in  this  country, 
unless  we  expunge  this  doctrine  out  of  the  very  hearts  and 
souls  of  the  people.  It  is  not  to  the  gang  of  plunderers 
and  robbers,  of  which  I  say  this  man  is  at  the  head,  that  we 
are  only,  or  indeed  principally,  to  look.  Every  man  in  Great 
Britain  will  be  contaminated  and  must  be  corrupted,  if  you 
let  loose  among  us  whole  legions  of  men,  generation  after 
generation,  tainted  with  these  abominable  vices,  and  avow- 
ing these  detestable  principles.  It  is  therefore  to  preserve 
the  integrity  and  honor  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,, 
that  we  have  brought  this  man  to  your  lordships'  bar. 
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When  these  matters  were  first  explained  to  your  lordships, 
and  strongly  enforced  by  abilities  greater  than  I  can  exert, 
there  was  something  like  compunction  shown  by  the  pris- 
oner :  but  he  took  the  most  strange  mode  to  cover  his  guilt. 
Upon  the  cross  examination  of  Major  Scott  be  discovered  all 
the  engines  of  this  Indian  corruption.  Mr.  Hastings  got  that 
witness  to  swear,  that  this  defence  of  his,  from  which  the 
passages  I  have  read  to  your  lordships  are  extracted,  was  not 
his,  but  that  it  was  the  work  of  his  whole  council,  composed 
of  Mr.  Middleton,  Mr.  Shore,  Mr.  Halhed,  Mr.  Baber,  the 
whole  body  of  his  Indian  cabinet  council ; — that  this  was 
their  work  and  not  his  ;  and  that  he  disclaimed  it,  and  there- 
fore that  it  would  be  wrong  to  press  it  upon  him.  Good 
God !  my  lords,  what  shall  we  say  in  this  stage  of  the  busi- 
ness ?  Ttie  prisoner  put  in  an  elaborate  defence,  he  now 
disclaims  that  defence.  He  told  us,  that  it  was  of  his  own 
writing,  that  he  had  been  able  to  compose  it  in  five  days, 
and  he  now  gets  five  persons  to  contradict  his  own  assertions, 
and  to  disprove  on  oath  his  most  solemn  declarations. 

My  lords,  this  business  appears  still  more  alarming,  when  we 
find  not  only  Mr.  Hastings,  but  his  whole  council  engaged  in 
it.  I  pray  your  lordships  to  observe,  that  Mr.  Halhed,  a  person 
concerned  with  Mr.  Hastings  in  compiling  a  code  of  Gentoo 
laws,  is  now  found  to  be  one  of  the  persons  to  whom  this 
very  defence  is  attributed,  which  contains  such  detestable 
and  abominable  doctrines.  But  are  we  to  consider  the  con- 
tents of  this  paper  as  the  defence  of  the  prisoner,  or  not  ? 
Will  any  one  say,  that  when  an  answer  is  sworn  to  in  Chan- 
cery, when  an  answer  is  given  here  to  an  impeachment  of 
the  Commons,  or  when  a  plea  is  made  to  an  indictment,  that 
it  is  drawn  by  the  defendant's  counsel,  and  therefore  is  not 
his  ?  Did  we  not  all  hear  him  read  this  defence  in  part  at 
our  bar,  did  we  not  see  him  hand  it  to  his  secretary  to  have 
it  read  by  his  son,  did  he  not  then  hear  it  read  from  end  to 
end;  did  not  he  himself  desire  it  to  be  printed,  (for  it  was 
BO  act  of  ours,)  and  did  he  not  superintend  and  revise  the 
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press,  and  has  any  breath  but  his  own  breathed  upon  it  ? 
No,  my  lords,  the  whole  composition  is  his  by  writing  or 
adoption,  and  never  till  he  found  it  pressed  him  in  this 
House  ;  never  till  your  lordships  began  to  entertain  the  same 
abhorrence  of  it  that  we  did,  did  he  disclaim  it. 

But  mark  another  stage  of  the  propagation  of  these  hor- 
rible principles.  After  having  grounded  upon  them  the  de- 
fence of  his  conduct  against  our  charge,  and  after  he  had  got 
a  person  to  forswear  them  for  him,  and  to  prove  him  to  have 
told  falsehoods  of  the  grossest  kind  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, he  again  adheres  to  this  defence.  The  dog  returned 
to  his  vomit.  After  having  vomited  out  his  vile,  bilious  stuff 
of  arbitrary  power,  and  afterwards  denied  it  to  be  his,  he 
gets  his  counsel  in  this  place  to  resort  to  the  loathsome  mess 
again.  They  have  thought  proper,  my  lords,  to  enter  into 
an  extended  series  of  quotations  from  books  of  travellers,  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  that  despotism  was  the  only  principle 
of  government  acknowledged  in  India ;  that  the  people  have 
no  laws,  no  rights,  no  property  movable  or  immovable,  na 
distinction  of  ranks,  nor  any  sense  of  disgrace.  After  citing 
a  long  line  of  travellers  to  this  effect,  they  quote  Montesquieu 
as  asserting  the  same  facts,  declaring  that  the  people  of  India 
had  no  sense  of  honor,  and  were  only  sensible  of  the  whip- 
as  far  as  it  produced  corporal  pain.  They  then  proceed  to 
state,  that  it  was  a  government  of  misrule,  productive  of  no 
happiness  to  the  people,  and  that  it  so  continued  until  sub-^ 
verted  by  the  free  government  of  Britain,  namely,  the  gov- 
ernment that  Mr.  Hastings  describes  as  having  himself  ex- 
ercised there. 

My  lords,  if  the  prisoner  can  succeed  in  persuading  us  that 
these  people  have  no  laws,  no  rights,  not  even  the  common 
sentiments  and  feeling  of  men,  he  hopes  your  interest  in 
them  will  be  considerably  lessened.  He  would  persuade 
you,  that  their  sufferings  are  much  assuaged,  by  their  being 
nothing  new  ;  and  that  having  no  right  to  property,  to  lib-- 
erty,  to  honor,  or  to  life,  they  must  be  more  pleased  with  the 
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little  that  is  left  to  them,  than  grieved  for  the  much  that  has 
been  ravished  from  them,  by  his  cruelty  and  his  avarice. 
This  inference  makes  it  very  necessary  for  me,  before  I  pro- 
ceed further,  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  this  part  of  the 
prisoner's  conduct,  which  your  lordships  must  have  already 
felt  with  astonishment,  perhaps  with  indignation.   This  man, 
who  passed  twenty-five  years  in  India,  who  was  fourteen 
years  at  the  head  of  his  government,  master  of  all  the  offices, 
master  of  all  the  registers  and  records,  master  of   all  the 
lawyers  and  priests  of  all  this  empire,  from  the  highest  to 
the  lowest,  instead  of  producing  to  you  the  fruits  of  so  many 
years  local  and  official  knowledge  upon  that  subject,  has 
called  out  a  long  line  of  the  rabble  of  travellers,  to  inform 
you  concerning  the  objects  of  his  own  government.     That 
his  learned  counsel  should  be  ignorant  of  those  things,  is  a 
matter  of  course.     That,  if  left  to  himself,  the  person,  who 
has  produced  all  this  stuff,  should,  in  pursuit  of  his  darling 
arbitrary  power,  wander  without  a  guide,    or  with  false 
guides,  is  quite  natural.     But  your  lordships  must  have  heaid 
with  astonishment,  that,  upon  points  of  law,  relative  to  the 
tenure  of  lands,  instead  of  producing  any  law  document  or 
authority  on  the  usages  and  local  customs  of  the  country,  he 
has  referred  to  officers  in  the  army,  colonels  of  artillery  and 
engineers,  to  young  gentlemen  just  come  from  school,  not 
above  three  or  four  years  in  the  country.     Good  God !  would 
not  one  rather  have  expected  to  hear  him  put  all  these  trav- 
ellers to  shame  by  the  authority  of  a  man,  who  had  resided 
so  long  in  the  supreme  situation  of  government ;  to  set  aside 
all  these  wild,  loose,  casual,  and  silly  observations  of  travel- 
lers and  theorists  ?     On  the  contrary,  as  if  he  was  ignorant 
of  every  thing,  as  if  he  knew  nothing  of  India,  as  if  he  had 
dropt  from!  the  clouds,  he  cites   the  observations  of  every 
stranger  who  had  been  hurried  in  a  palanquin  through  the 
country,  capable  or  incapable  of  observation,  to  prove  to  you 
the  nature  of  the  government  and  of  the  power  he  had  to 
exercise. 
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My  lords,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  are  not  disposed 
to  resort  to  the  ridiculous  relations  of  travellers,  or  to  the 
wild  systems  which  ingenious  men  have  thought  proper  to 
build  on  their  authority ;  we  will  take  another  mode.  We 
will  undertake  to  prove  the  direct  contrary  of  his  assertions 
in  every  point  and  particular.  We  undertake  to  do  this,  be- 
cause your  lordships  know,  and  because  the  world  knows, 
that  if  you  go  into  a  country,  where  you  suppose  man  to  be 
in  a  servile  state ;  where,  the  despot  excepted,  there  is  no 
one  person  who  can  lift  up  his  head  above  another ;  where 
all  are  a  set  of  vile,  miserable  slaves,  prostrate  and  confound- 
ed in  a  common. servitude,  having  no  descendable  lands,  no 
inheritance,  nothing  that  makes  man  feel  proud  of  himself, 
or  that  gives  him  honor  and  distinction  with  others : — ^this 
abject  degradation  will  take  from  you  that  kind  of  sympathy, 
which  naturally  attaches  you  to  men  feeling  like  yourselves, 
to  men  who  have  hereditary  dignities  to  support,  and  lands  of 
inheritance  to  maintain,  as  you  peers  have  ;  you  will,  I  say, 
no  longer  have  that  feeling  which  you  ought  to  have  for  the 
sufferings  of  a  people,  whom  you  suppose  to  be  habituated  to 
their  sufferings,  and  familiar  with  degradation. 

This  makes  it  absolutely  necessary  for  me  to  refute  every 
one  of  these  misrepresentations  ;  and  whilst  I  am  endeavoring 
to  establish  the  rights  of  these  people,  in  order  to  show  in 
what  manner  and  degree  they  have  been  violated,  I  trust 
that  your  lordships  will  not  think  that  the  time  is  lost ;  cer- 
tainly I  do  not  think  that  my  labor  will  be  misspent,  in  en- 
deavoring to  bring  these  matters  fully  before  you. 

In  determining  to  treat  this  subject  at  length,  I  am  also 
influenced  by  a  strong  sense  of  the  evils  that  have  attended 
the  propagation  of  these  wild,  groundless,  and  pernicious 
opinions.  A  young  man  goes  to  India  before  he  knows  much 
of  his  own  country  ;  but  he  cherishes  in  his  breast,  as  I  hope 
every  man  will,  a  just  and  laudable  partiality  for  the  laws, 
liberties,  rights,  and  institutions  of  his  own  nation ;  we  all 
do  this,  and  God  forbid  we  should  not  prefer  our  own'  to 
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erery  other  country  in  the  world ;  but  if  we  go  to  India 
with  an  idea  of  the  mean,  degraded  state  of  the  people  that 
we  are  to  govern,  and  especially  if  we  go  with  these  impres* 
sions  at  an  immature  age,  we  know  that,  according  to  the 
ordinary  course  of  human  nature,  we  shall  not  treat  persons 
well  whom  we  have  learnt  to  despise.  We  know  that  people, 
whom  we  suppose  to  have  neither  laws  nor  rights,  will  not  be 
treated  by  us  as  a  people  who  have  laws  and  rights.  This 
error,  therefore,  for  our  sake,  for  your  sake,  for  the  sake  of 
the  Indian  public,  and  for  the  sake  of  all  those  who  shall 
hereafter  go  in  any  station  to  India,  I  think  it  necessary  to 
disprove  in  every  point. 

I  mean  to  prove  the  direct  contrary  of  every  thing  that  has 
been  said  on  this  subject  by  the  prisoner's  counsel,  or  by 
himself.  I  mean  to  prove,  that  the  people  of  India  have 
laws,  rights,  and  immunities,  that  they  have  property,  mov- 
able and  immovable,  descendable  as  well  as  occasional :  that 
they  have  property  held  for  life,  and  that  they  have  it  as  well 
secured  to  them  by  the  laws  of  their  country,  as  any  prop- 
erty is  secured  in  this  country :  that  they  feel  for  honor,  not 
only  as  much  as  your  lordships  can  feel,  but  with  a  mare 
exquisite  and  poignant  sense  than  any  people  upon  earth ; 
and  that  when  punishments  are  inflicted,  it  is  not  the  lash 
they  feel,  but  the  disgrace  :  in  short,  I  mean  to  prove,  that 
every  word  which  Montesquieu  has  taken  from  idle  and  in- 
considerate travellers  is  absolutely  false. 

The  people  of  India  are  divided  into  three  kinds ;  the 
original  natives  of  the  country,  commonly  called  Gentoos, 
the  decendants  of  the  Persians  and  Arabians,  who  are  Ma- 
homedans,  and  the  descendants  of  the  Moguls,  who  originally 
had  a  religion  of  their  own,  but  are  now  blended  with  the 
other  inhabitants. 

The  primeval  law  of  that  country  is  the  Oentoo  law ;  and 
I  refer  your  lordships  to  Mr.  Halhed's  translation  of  that  sin- 
gular code ;  a  work  which  I  have  read  with  all  the  care 
that  such  an  extraordinary  view  of  human  ajSTairs  and  human 
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constitutions  deserves.  I  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Halhed's 
compilation  is  in  evidence  before  your  lordships,  but  I  do  know 
that  it  is  good  authority  on  the  Gentoo  law.  Mr.  Hastings, 
who  instructed  his  counsel  to  assert  that  the  people  have  <<  no 
rights,  no  law,"  ought  to  be  well  acquainted  with  this  work, 
because  he  claimed  for  a  while  the  glory  of  the  compilation, 
although  Nobkissin,  as  your  lordships  remember,  was  obliged 
to  pay  the  expense.  This  book,  a  compilation  of  probably 
the  most  ancient  laws  in  the  world,  if  we  except  the  Mosaic, 
has  in  it  the  duty  of  the  magistrate,  and  the  duty  of  all 
ranks  of  subjects  most  clearly  and  distinctly  ascertained; 
and  I  will  give  up  the  whole  cause,  if  there  is,  from  one  end 
to  the  other  of  this  code,  any  sort  of  arbitrary  power  claimed 
or  asserted  on  the  part  of  the  magistrate  ;  or  any  declaration, 
that  the  people  have  no  rights  of  property.  No ;  it  asserts 
the  direct  contrary. 

First,  the  people  are  divided  into  classes  and  ranks,  with 
more  accuracy  of  distinction  than  is  used  in  this  country,  or 
in  any  other  country  under  heaven.  Every  class  is  divided 
into  families,  some  of  whom  are  more  distinguished  and  more 
honorable  than  others ;  and  they  all  have  rights,  privileges, 
and  immunities  belonging  to  them.  Even  in  cases  of  con- 
quest, no  confiscation  is  to  take  place.  A  bramin's  estate  comes 
by  descent  to  him  ;  it  is  for  ever  descendable  to  bis  heirs,  if 
he  has  heirs  ;  and  if  he  has  none,  it  belongs  to  his  disciples, 
and  those  connected  with  him  in  the  braminical  cast.  There 
are  other  immunities  declared  to  belong  to  this  cast,  in  direct 
contradiction  to  what  has  been  asserted  by  the  prisoner.  In 
no  case  shall  a  bramin  suffer  death ;  in  no  case  shall  the 
property  of  a  bramin,  male  or  female,  be  confiscated  for 
crime,  or  escheat  for  want  of  heirs.  The  law  then  goes  on 
to  otiier  casts,  and  gives  to  each  its  property,  and  distin- 
guishes them  with  great  accuracy  of  discrimination. 

Mr.  Hastings  says,  that  there  is  no  inheritable  property 
among  them.    Now,  you  have  only  to  look  at  page  27,  chap- 
ter the  second,  the  title  of  which  is,  ^^Of  the  division  ofinr 
4* 
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heritable  property?^  There,  after  going  through  all  the 
nicety  of  pedigree,  it  is  declared,  that  "  when  a  father,  or 
grandfather,  a  great  grandfather,  or  any  relations  of  that  na- 
ture decease,  or  lose  their  cast,  or  renounce  the  world,  or  are 
desirous  to  give  up  their  property;  their  sons,  grandsons, 
great  grandsons,  and  other  natural  heirs,  may  divide  and  as- 
sume their  glebe  lands,  orchards,  jewels,  corals,  clothes,  fur- 
niture, cattle,  and  birds,  and  all  the  estate,  real  and  personal." 
My  lords,  this  law  recognises  this  kind  of  property,  it  regu- 
lates it  with  the  nicest  accuracy  of  distinction ;  it  settles  the 
descent  of  it  in  every  part  and  circumstance.  It  no  where 
asserts,  (but  the  direct  contrary  is  positively  asserted,)  that 
the  magistrate  has  any  power  whatever  over  property.  It 
states  that  it  is  the  magistrate's  duty  to  protect  it ;  that  he  is 
bound  to  govern  by  law ;  that  he  must  have  a  council  of 
bramins  to  assist  him  in  every  material  act  that  he  does  ;  in 
short,  my  lords,  there  is  not  even  a  trace  of  arbitrary  power 
in  the  whole  system. 

My  lords,  I  will  mention  one  article  to  let  you  see  in  a 
very  few  words,  that  these  Gentoos  not  only  have  an  inherit- 
ance, but  that  the  law  has  established  a  right  of  acquiring 
possession  in  the  property  of  another  by  prescription.  The 
passage  stands  thus ;  '^  If  there  bo  a  person,  who  is  not  a 
minor,  (a  man  ceases  to  be  a  minor  at  fifteen  years  of  age,) 
nor  impotent,  nor  diseased,  nor  an  idiot,  nor  so  lame  as  not 
to  have  power  to  walk,  nor  blind,  nor  one  who,  on  going 
before  a  magistrate,  is  found  incapable  of  distinguishing  and 
attending  to  his  own  concerns,  and  who  has  not  given  to 
another  person  power  to  employ  and  to  use  his  property  ;  if, 
in  the  face  of  any  such  person,  another  man  has  applied  to 
his  own  use,  during  the  space  of  twenty  years,  the  glebe 
land,  or  houses,  or  orchards  of  that  person,  without  let  or 
molestation  from  him,  from  the  twenty-first  year  the  prop- 
erty becomes  invested  in  the  person  so  applying  such  things 
to  his  own  use ;  and  any  claim  of  the  first  person  above- 
mentioned,  upon  such  glebe,  houses,  or  orchards,  shall  by  no 
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means  stand  good :  but  if  the  person  before  mentioned  comes 
under  any  of  the  circumstances  herein  before  described,  his 
claim  in  that  case  shall  stand  good."  Here  you  see,  my  lords, 
that  possession  shall,  by  prescription,  stand  good  against  the 
claims  of  all  persons  who  are  not  disqualified  from  making 
their  claims. 

I  might,  if  necessary,  show  your  lordships,  that  the  high- 
est magistrate  is  subject  to  the  law ;  that  there  is  a  case  in 
which  he  is  fineable ;  that  they  have  established  rules  of 
evidence  and  of  pleading  ;  and  in  short,  all  the  rules  which 
have  been  formed  in  other  countries,  to  prevent  this  very 
arbitrary  power.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  the  prisoner  at 
the  bar,  and  his  counsel,  have  dared  to  assert,  in  this  sacred 
temple  of  justice,  in  the  presence  of  this  great  assembly,  of  all 
the  bishops,  of  all  the  peers,  and  of  all  the  judges  of  this  land, 
that  the  people  of  India  have  no  laws  whatever. 

I  do  not  mean  to  trouble  your  lordships  with  more  extracts 
from  this  book.  I  recommend  it  to  your  lordships'  reading  ; 
when  you  will  find,  that,  so  far  from  the  magistrate  having 
any  power  either  to  imprison  arbitrarily,  or  to  fine  arbitrarily, 
the  rules  of  fines  are  laid  down  with  ten  thousand  times 
more  exactness  than  with  us.  If  you  here  find  that  the 
magistrate  has  any  power  to  punish  the  people  with  arbitrary 
punishment,  to  seize  their  property,  or  to  disfranchise  them  of 
any  rights  or  privileges,  I  will  readily  admit  that  Mr.  Hast- 
ings has  laid  down  good,  sound  doctrine  upon  this  subject. 
There  is  his  own  book,  a  compilation  of  their  laws,  which 
has  in  it  not  only  good  and  excellent  positive  rules,  but  a 
system  of  as  enlightened  jurisprudence,  with  regard  to  the 
body  and  substance  of  it,  as  perhaps  any  nation  ever  pos- 
sessed :  a  system  which  must  have  been  composed  by  men  of 
highly  cultivated  understandings. 

As  to  the  travellers  that  have  been  quoted,  absurd  as  they 
are  in  the  ground  of  their  argument,  they  are  not  less  absurd 
in  their  reasonings.  For  having  first  laid  it  down,  that  there 
is  no  property,  and  that  the  government  is  the  proinrietor  of 
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erery  thing,  they  argue,  inferentisdly,  that  they  have  no 
laws.  But  if  ever  there  were  a  people,  that  seem  to  be  pro- 
tected with  care  and  circumspection  from  all  arbitrary  power, 
both  in  the  executive  and  judicial  department,  these  are  the 
people  that  seem  to  be  so  protected. 

I  could  show  your  lordships  that  they  are  so  sensible  of 
honor,  that  fines  are  levied  and  punishment  inflicted  accord- 
ing to  the  rank  of  the  culprits,  and  that  the  very  authority 
of  the  magistrate  is  dependent  on  their  rank.  That  the 
learned  counsel  should  be  ignorant  of  these  things  is  natural 
enough.  They  are  concerned  in  the  gainful  part  of  their 
profession.  If  they  know  the  laws  of  their  own  country, 
which  I  dare  say  they  do,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  they 
should  know  the  laws  of  any  other.  But,  my  lords,  it  is  to 
be  expected,  that  the  prisoner  should  know  the  Gentoo  laws : 
for  he  not  only  cheated  Nobkissin  of  his  money  to  get  these 
laws  translated,  but  he  took  credit  for  the  publication  of  the 
work  as  an  act  of  public  spirit,  after  shifting  the  payment 
from  himself,  by  fraud  and  peculation.  All  this  has  been 
proved  by  the  testimonies  of  Mr.  Auriol  and  Mr.  Halhed, 
before  your  lordships. 

We  do  not  bring  forward  this  book  as  evidence  of  guilt  or 
innocence,  but  to  show  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  country, 
and  to  prove  the  prisoner's  knowledge  of  them. 

From  the  Gentoo  we  will  proceed  to  the  Tartarian  govern- 
ment of  India,  a  government  established  by  conquest,  and 
therefore  not  likely  to  be  distinguished  by  any  marks  of  ex- 
traordinary mildness  towards  the  conquered.  The  book  before 
me  will  prove  to  your  lordships,  that  the  head  of  this  govern- 
ment (who  is  falsely  supposed  to  have  a  despotic  authority)  is 
absolutely  elected  to  his  office.  Tamerlane  was  elected ;  and 
Ghinges  Khan  particularly  valued  himself  on  improving  the 
laws  and  institutions  of  his  own  country.  These  laws  we  only 
have  imperfectly  in  this  book  ;  but  we  are  told  in  it,  and  I  be- 
lieve the  fact,  that  he  forbad,  under  pain  of  death,  any  prince 
or  other  person  to  presume  to  cause  himself  to  be  proclaimed 
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great  Ehan  or  Emperor,  without  being  first  duly  elected  by 
the  princes  lawfully  assembled  in  general  diet.  He  then 
established  the  privileges  and  immunities  granted  to  the 
Tunkawnsy  that  is,  to  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  the  country, 
and  afterwards  published  most  severe  ordinances  against  gov- 
ernors who  failed  in  doing  their  duty,  but  principally  against 
those  who  commanded  in  far  distant  provinces.  This  prince 
was  in  this  case,  what  I  hope  your  lordships  will  be,  a  very 
severe  judge  of  the  governors  of  countries  remote  from  the 
seat  of  the  government. 

My  lords,  we  have  in  this  book  sufficient  proof  that  a  Tar- 
tarian sovereign  could  not  obtain  the  recognition  of  ancient 
laws,  or  establish  new  ones,  without  the  consent  of  his  par- 
liament, that  he  could  not  ascend  the  throne,  without  being 
duly  elected ;  and  that  when  so  elected,  he  was  bound  to 
preserve  the  great  in  all  their  immunities,  and  the  people  in 
all  their  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  and  properties.  We  find 
these  great  princes  restrained  by  laws,  and  even  m;aking  wise 
and  salutary  regulations  for  the  countries  which  they  con- 
quered. We  find  Ghinges  Ehan  establishing  one  of  his  sons 
in  a  particular  office,  namely,  conservator  of  those  laws ;  and 
he  has  ordered,  that  they  should  not  only  be  observed  in  his 
time,  but  by  all  posterity ;  and  accordingly  they  are  venera- 
ted at  this  time  in  Asia.  If  then  this  very  Ghinges  Ehan, 
if  Tamerlane,  did  not  assume  arbitrary  power,  what  are  you 
to  think  of  this  man,  so  bloated  with  corruption,  so  bloated 
with  the  insolence  of  unmerited  power,  declaring  that  the 
people  of  India  have  no  rights,  no  property,  no  laws ;  that  he 
could  not  be  bound  even  by  an  English  act  of  parliament ; 
that  he  was  an  arbitrary  sovereign  in  India,  and  could  exact 
what  penalties  he  pleased  from  the  people,  at  the  expense  of 
liberty,  property,  and  even  Ufe  itself.  Compare  this  man, 
this  compound  of  pride  and  presumption,  with  Ghinges  Ehan, 
whose  conquests  were  more  considerable  than  Alexander's, 
and  yet  who  made  the  laws  the  rule  of  his  conduct ;  compare 
him  with  Tamerlane,  whose  institutes  I  have  before  me.    I 
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wish  to  save  your  lordships'  time,  or  I  could  show  you  in  the 
life  of  this  prince,  that  he,  violent  as  his  conquests   xvere, 
bloody  as  all  conquests  are,  ferocious  as  a  Mahomedan  making 
his  crusades  for  the  propagation  of  his  religion,  he    yet  knew 
how  to  govern  his  unjust  acquisitions  with  equity  and  mod- 
eration.    If  any  man  could  be  entitled  to  claim   arbitrary 
power,  if  such  a  claim  could  be  justified  by  extent  of  con- 
quest, by  splendid  personal  qualities,  by  great  learning   and 
eloquence,  Tamerlane  was  the  man  who  could  have  made 
and  justified  the  claim.     This  prince  gave  up  all  his  time, 
not  employed  in  conquests,  to  the  conversation  of  learned 
men.     He  gave  himself  to  all  studies  that  might  accomplish 
a  great  man.     Such  a  man  I  say  might,  if  any  may,  claim 
arbitrary  power.     But  the  very  things  that  made  him  great, 
made  him  sensible  that  he  was  but  a  man.     Even  in  the 
midst  of  all  his  conquests,  his  tone  was  a  tone  of  humility ; 
he  spoke  of  laws,  as  every  man  must,  who  knows  what  laws 
are  ;  and  though  he  was  proud,  ferocious,  and  violent^  in  the 
achievement  of  his  conquests,  I  will  venture  to  say  no  prince 
ever  established  institutes  of  civil  government  more  honora- 
ble to  himself,  than  the  institutes  of  Timour.      I  shall   he 
content  to  be  brought  to  shame  before  your  lordships,  if  the 
prisoner  at  your  bar  can  show  me  one  passage,  where  the 
assumption  of  arbitrary  power  is  even  hinted  at  by  this  great 
conqueror.     He  declares,  that  the  nobility  of  every  country 
shall  be  considered  as  his  brethren  ;  that  the  people  shall  be 
acknowledged  as  his  children  ;  and  that  the  learned  and  the 
dervises  shall  be  particularly  protected.     But,  my  lords,  what 
he  particularly  valued  himself  upon  I  shall  give  your  lord- 
ships in  his  own  words  :  "  I  delivered  the  oppressed  from  the 
hand  of  the  oppressor ;   and  after  proof  of  the  oppression, 
whether  on  the  property  or  the  person,  the  decision  which  I 
passed  between  them  was  agreeable  to  the  sacred  law  ;  and 
I  did  not  cause  any  one  person  to  suffer  for  the  guilt  of 
another."* 

*  Institutes  of  Timour,  page  165. 


WARR£N  HASTINGS,  ESQ.  SI 

My  lords,  I  have  only  further  to  inform  your  lordships,  that 
these  institutes  of  Timour  ought  to  be  very  well  known  to 
Mr.  Hastings.  He  ought  to  have  known,  that  this  prince  never 
claimed  arbitrary  power,  that  the  principles  he  adopted  were 
to  govern  by  law,  to  repress  the  oppressions  of  his  inferior 
governors,  to  recognise  in  the  nobility  the  respect  due  to  their 
rank,  and  in  the  people  the  protection  to  which  they  were  by 
law  entitled.  This  book  was  published  by  Major  Davy,  and 
revised  by  Mr.  White.  The  Major  was  an  excellent  Orien- 
talist, he  was  secretary  to  Mr.  Hastings,  to  whom,  I  believe, 
he  dedicated  this  book.  I  have  inquired  of  persons  the  most 
conversant  with  the  Arabic  and  Oriental  languages ;  and  they 
are  clearly  of  opinion,  that  there  is  internal  evidence  to  prove 
it  of  the  age  of  Tamerlane  ;  and  he  must  be  the  most  miser- 
able of  critics,  who,  reading  this  work  with  attention,  does 
not  see  that,  if  it  was  not  written  by  this  very  great  monarch 
himself,  it  was  at  least  written  by  some  person  in  his  court, 
and  under  his  immediate  inspection.  Whether,  therefore, 
this  work  be  the  composition  of  Tamerlane,  or  whether  it 
was  written  by  some  persons  of  learning  near  him,  through 
whom  he  meant  to  give  the  world  a  just  idea  of  his  manners, 
maxims,  and  government,  it  is  certainly  as  good  authority  as 
Mr.  Hastings's  Defence^  which  he  has  acknowledged  to  have 
been  written  by  other  people. 

Prom  the  Tartarian,  I  shall  now  proceed  to  the  later  Ma- 
bomedan. conquerors  of  Hindostan,  for  it  is  fit  that  I  should 
show  your  lordships  the  wickedness  of  pretending  that  the 
people  of  India  have  no  laws  or  rights.  A  great  proportion 
of  the  people  are  Mahomedans  ;  and  Mahomedans  are  so  far 
from  having  no  laws  or  rights,  that  when  you  name  a  Ma- 
homedan,  you  name  a  man  governed  by  law,  and  entitled  to 
protection.  Mr.  Hastings  caused  to  be  published,  and  I  am 
obliged  to  him  for  it,  a  book,  called  the  Hedaia ;  it  is  true 
that  he  has  himself  taken  credit  for  the  work,  and  robbed 
Nobkissin  of  the  money  to  pay  for  it ;  but  the  value  of  a 
book  is  not  lessened  because  a  man  stole  it.     WUl  you  be- 
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lieve,  my  lords,  that  a  people  haying  no  laws,  no  rights,  no 
property,  no  honor,  would  be  at  the  trouble  of  having  so 
many  writers  on  jurisprudence?  and  yet  there  are,  I  am 
sure,  at  least  a  thousand  eminent  Mahomedan  writers  upon 
law,  who  have  written  far  more  voluminous  works  than  are 
known  in  the  common  law  of  England ;  and  I  verily  believe 
more  voluminous  than  the  writings  of  the  Civilians  them- 
selves. That  this  should  be  done  by  a  people  who  have  no 
property,  is  so  perfectly  ridiculous  as  scarcely  to  require  refu- 
tation ;  but  I  shall  endeavor  to  refute  it,  and  without  troubling 
you  a  great  deal. 

First,  then,  I  am  to  tell  you,  that  the  Mahomedans  are  a 
people  amongst  whom  the  science  of  jurisprudence  is  much 
studied  and  cultivated,  that  they  distinguish  it  into  the  law 
of  the  Ehoran  and  its  authorized  commentaries ;  into  the 
Fetfa,  which  is  the  judicial  judgments  and  reports  of  ad- 
judged cases  ;  into  the  Canon,  which  is  the  regulations  made 
by  the  emperor,  for  the  sovereign  authority  in  the  govern- 
ment of  their  dominions ;  and  lastly  into  the  Rage  ul  Mulk, 
or  custom  and  usage,  the  common  law  of  the  country,  which 
prevails  independent  of  any  of  the  former. 

In  regard  to  punishments  being  arbitrary,  I  will  with  your 
lordships'  permission  read  a  passage,  which  will  show  you  that 
the  magistrate  is  a  responsible  person.  <'  If  a  supreme  ruler, 
such  as  the  caliph  for  the  time  being,  commit  any  offence 
punishable  by  law,  such  as  whoredom,  theft,  or  drunkenness, 
he  is  not  subject  to  any  punishment,  (but  yet  if  he  commit 
murder  he  is  subject  to  the  law  of  retaliation,  and  he  is  also 
accountable  in  matters  of  property,)  because  punishment  is  a 
right  of  God,  the  infliction  of  which  is  committed  to  the 
caliph  (or  other  supreme  magistrate)  and  to  none  else  ;  and 
he  cannot  inflict  punishment  upon  himself,  as  in  this  there  is 
no  advantage,  because  the  good  proposed  in  punishment  is 
that  it  may  operate  as  a  warning  to  deter  mankind  from  sin, 
and  this  is  not  obtained  by  a  person's  inflicting  punishment 
upon  himself  contrary  to  the  rights  of  the  individual^  such 
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as  the  laws  of  reialiaHan  and  of  property ^  the  penalties  of 
which  may  be  exacted  of  the  caliph^  as  the  claimant  of  right 
may  obtain  satisfaction,  either  by  the  caliph  empowering  him 
to  exact  his  right  from  himself,  or  by  the  claimant  appealing 
for  assistance  to  the  collective  body  of  Mussulmans."  * 

Here  your  lordships  see  that  the  caliph,  who  is  a  magis- 
trate of  the  highest  authority  which  can  exist  among  the 
Mahomedans,  where  property  or  life  is  concerned,  has  no  arbi- 
trary power,  but  is  responsible  just  as  much  as  any  other  man. 

I  am  now  to  inform  your  lordships,  that  the  sovereign  can 
raise  no  taxes.  The  imposing  of  a  tribute  upon  a  Mussulman, 
without  his  previous  consent,  is  impracticable:  and  so  fax 
from  all  property  belonging  to  the  sovereign,  the  public  treas- 
ure does  not  belong  to  him.  It  is  declared  to  be  the  common 
property  of  all  Mahomedans.  This  doctrine  is  laid  down  in 
many  places,  but  particularly  in  the  95th  page  of  the  second 
volume  of  Hamilton's  Hedaia. 

Mr.  Hastings  has  told  you  what  a  sovereign  is,  and  what 
sovereignty  is  all  over  India ;  and  I  wish  your  lordships  to  pay 
particular  attention  to  this  part  of  his  defence,  and  to  compare 
Mr.  Hastings's  idea  of  sovereignty  with  the  declaration  of  the 
Mahomedan  law.  The  tenth  chapter  of  these  laws  treats  of 
rebellion,  which  is  defined  an  act  of  warfare  against  the 
sovereign.  You  are  then  told  who  the  sovereign  is,  and 
how  many  kinds  of  rebels  there  are.  The  author  then 
jHTOceeds  to  say ;  '<  The  word  bdghee^  (rebellion)  in  its  lite- 
ral sense,  means  prevarication,  also  injustice  and  tyranny; 
in  the  language  of  the  law  it  is  particularly  applied  to  injus- 
tice, namely,  withdrawing  from  obedience  to  the  rightful 
Imdntj  (as  appears  in  the  FattahalrKadeen),  By  the  right- 
ful Imamy  is  understood  a  person  in  whom  all  the  qualities 
essential  to  magistracy  are  united,  such  as  islamism,  freedom, 
sanity  of  intellect,  and  maturity  of  age, — and  who  has  been 
elected  into  his  office  by  any  tribe  of  Mussulmans^  with 
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their  general  consent : — ^whose  view  and  intention  is  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  true  religion,  and  the  strengthening  of  the 
Mussulmans,  and  under  whom  the  Mussulmans  enjoy  secu- 
rity in  person  and  property  ;  one  who  levies  tithe  and  tribute 
according  to  law  ;  who  out  of  the  public  treasury  pays  what 
is  due  to  learned  men,  preachers,  Eazees,  Mooftis,  philoso- 
phers, public  teachers,  and  so  forth  ;  and  who  is  just  in  all  his 
dealings  with  Mussulmans :  for  whoever  does  not  answer  this 
description  is  not  the  right  Imam,  whence  it  is  not  incum- 
bent to  support  such  a  one  ;  but  rather  it  is  incumbent  to  op* 
pose  liim  and  make  war  upon  him,  until  such  time  as  he 
either  adopt  a  proper  mode  of  conduct,  or  be  slain."  * 

My  lords,  is  this  a  magistrate  of  the  same  description  as 
the  sovereign  delineated  by  Mr.  Hastings  ?  This  man  must 
be  elected  by  the  general  consent  of  Mussulmans,  he  must  be 
a  protector  of  the  person  and  property  of  his  subjects,  a  right 
of  resistance  is  directly  established  by  law  against  him,  and 
even  the  duty  of  resistance  is  insisted  upon.  Am  I  in  prais- 
ing this  Mahomedan  law  applauding  the  principle  of  elective 
sovereignty  7  No,  my  lords  ;  I  know  the  mischiefs  which  have 
attended  it :  I  know,  that  it  has  shaken  the  thrones  of  most 
of  the  sovereigns  of  the  Mussulman  religion ;  but  I  produce 
the  law  as  the  clearest  proof  that  such  a  sovereign  cannot  be 
supposed  to  have  an  arbitrary  power  over  the  property  and  per- 
sons of  those  who  elect  him,  and  who  have  an  acknowledged 
right  to  resist  and  dethrone  him,  if  he  does  not  afiford  them 
protection. 

-  I  have  now  gone  through  what  I  undertook  to  prove,  that 
Mr.  Hastings,  with  all  his  Indian  council,  who  have  made  up 
this  volume  of  arbitrary  power,  are  not  supported  by  the  laws 
of  the  Moguls,  by  the  laws  of  the.Gentoos,  by  the  Mahome- 
dan laws,  or  by  any  law,  custom,  or  usage,  which  has  ever  been 
recognised  as  legal  and  valid. 

But,  my  lords,  the  prisoner  defends  himself  by  example ; 

*  Hedaia,  2  vol.  pp.  247  and  248. 
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and,  good  God !  what  are  the  examples  which  he  has  chosen  ? 
Not  the  local  usages  and  constitutions  of  Oude,  or  of  any 
other  province  ;  not  the  general  practice  of  a  respectable  em- 
peror, like  Akbar,  which,  if  it  would  not  fatigue  your  lord- 
ships, I  could  show  to  be  the  very  reverse  of  this  man's. 
No,  my  lords,  the  prisoner,  his  learned  counsel  here,  and  his 
unlearned  cabinet  council,  who  wrote  this  defence,  have  ran- 
sacked the  tales  of  travellers  for  examples,  and  have  selected 
materials  from  that  mass  of  loose  remarks  and  crude  concep- 
tions, to  prove  that  the  natives  of  India  have  neither  rights, 
laws,  orders,  nor  distinction. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  show  your  lordships,  that  the  peo- 
ple of  India  have  a  keen  sense  and  feeling  of  disgrace  and 
dishonor.  In  proof  of  this  I  appeal  to  well  known  facts. 
There  have  been  women  tried  in  India  for  offences,  and  ac- 
quitted, who  would  not  survive  the  disgrace  even  of  acquit- 
tal. There  have  been  Hindoo  soldiers  condemned  at  a  court- 
martial,  who  have  desired  to  be  blown  from  the  mouth  of  a 
cannon,  and  have  claimed  rank  and  precedence  at  the  last 
moment  of  their  existence  ;  and  yet  these  people  are  said  to 
have  no  sense  of  dishonor !  Good  God !  that  we  should  be 
under  the  necessity  of  proving  in  this  place  all  these  things ; 
and  of  disproving  that  all  India  was  given  in  slavery  to  this 
man ! 

But,  my  lords,  they  will  show  you,  they  say,  that  Ghinges 
Khan,  Khouli  Khan,  and  Tamerlane  destroyed  ten  thou- 
sand times  more  people  in  battle  than  this  man  did.  Good 
God  !  have  they  run  mad  ?  Have  they  lost  their  senses  in 
their  guilt  ?  Did  they  ever  expect  that  we  meant  to  com- 
pare this  man  to  Tamerlane,  Ghinges  Khan,  or  Khouli 
Khan?  To  compare  a  clerk  at  a  bureau, — to  compare  a 
fraudulent  bullock  contractor  (for  we  could  show,  that  his 
first  elementary  malversations  were  in  carrying  on  fraudulent 
bullock  contracts,  which  contracts  were  taken  from  him  with 
shame  and  disgrace,  and  restored  with  greater  shame  and 
disgrace,)  to  compare  him  with  the  conquerors  of  the  world ! 
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We  never  said  he  was  a  tiger  and  a  lion ;  no,  we  have  said 
be  was  a  weasel  and  a  rat. 

We  have  said,  that  he  has  desolated  countries  by  the  same 
means,  that  plagues  of  his  description  have  produced  similar 
desolations.  We  have  said,  that  he,  a  fraudulent  bullock 
contractor,  exalted  to  great  and  unmerited  powers,  can  do 
more  mischief  than  even  all  the  tigers  and  lions  in  the 
world.  We  know,  that  a  swarm  of  locusts,  although  indi- 
vidually despicable,  can  render  a  country  more  desolate  than 
Ghinges  Khan  or  Tamerlane.  When  God  Almighty  chose 
to  humble  the  pride  and  presumption  of  Pharaoh,  and  to 
bring  him  to  shame,  he  did  not  effect  his  purpose  with  tigers 
and  lions ;  but  he  sent  lice,  mice,  frogs,  and  every  thing 
loathsome  and  contemptible  to  pollute  and  destroy  the  coun- 
try. Think  of  this,  my  lords ;  and  of  your  listening  here  to 
these  people's  long  account  of  Tamerlane's  camp  of  two 
hundred  thousand  persons,  and  of  his  building  a  pyramid  at 
Bagdad  with  the  heads  of  ninety  thousand  of  his  prisoners  ! 

We  have  not  accused  Mr.  Hastings  of  being  a  great  gene- 
ral, and  abusing  his  military  powers ;  we  know  that  he  was 
nothing  at  the  best,  but  a  creature  of  the  bureau,  raised  by 
peculiar  circumstances,  to  the  possession  of  a  power,  by 
which  incredible  mischief  might  be  done.  We  have  not 
accused  him  of  the  vices  of  conquerors :  when  we  see  him 
signalized  by  any  conquests  we  may  then  make  such  an 
accusation ;  at  present  we  say,  that  he  has  been  trusted  with 
power  much  beyond  his  deserts,  and  that  trust  he  has  grossly 
abused. — But  to  proceed — 

His  counsel,  according  to  their  usual  audacious  manner, 
(I  suppose  they  imagine,  that  they  are  counsel  for  Tamerlane, 
or  for  Ghinges  Khan,)  have  thought  proper  to  accuse  the 
managers  for  the  Commons  of  wandering  in  all  the  fabulous 
regions  of  Indian  mythology.  My  lords,  the  managers  are 
sensible  of  the  dignity  of  their  place  ;  they  have  never  offered 
any  thing  to  you,  without  reason.  We  are  not  persons  of  an 
age— of  a  disposition-— of  a  character,  representative  or  nat- 
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nral,  to  wanton  as  these  counsel  call  it ;  that  is,  to  invent 
fables  concerning  Indian  antiquity.  That  they  are  not 
ashamed  of  making  this  charge,  I  do  not  wonder.  But  we 
are  not  to  be  thus  diverted  from  our  course. 

I  have  already  stated  to  your  lordships,  a  material  circum- 
stance of  this  case,  which  I  hope  will  never  be  lost  sight  of; 
namely,  the  different  situation  in  which  India  stood  under 
the  government  of  its  native  princes  and  its  own  original 
laws,  and  even  under  the  dominion  of  Mahomedan  conquer- 
ors, from  that  in  which  it  has  stood  under  \he  government  of 
a  series  of  tyrants,  foreign  and  domestic,  particularly  of  Mr. 
Hastings,  by  whom  it  has  latterly  been  oppressed  and  deso- 
lated.    One  of  the  books,  which  I  have  quoted,  was  written 
by  Mr.  Halhed  ;  and  I  shall  not  be  accused  of  wantoning  in 
fabulous  antiquity,  when  I  refer  to  another  living  author,  who 
wrote  from  what  he  saw,  and  what  he  well  knew.     This 
author  says,  "  In  truth  it  would  be  almost  cruelty  to  molest 
these  happy  people,"  (speaking  of  the  inhabitants  of  one  of 
the  provinces  near  Calcutta,)  "  for  in  this  district  are  the  only 
vestiges  of  the  beauty,  purity,  piety,  regularity,  equity,  and 
strictness  of  the  ancient  Hindoostan  government :   here  the 
property  as  well  as  the  liberty  of  the  people  is  inviolate." 
My  lords,  I  do  not  refer  you  to  this  writer  because  I  think  it 
necessary  to  our  justification ; — ^nor  from  any  fear  that  your 
lordships  will  not  do  us  the  justice  to  believe,  that  we  have 
good  authority  for  the  facts  which  we  state,  and  do  not  (as 
persons  with  their  licentious  tongues  dare  to  say)  wanton  in 
fabulous  antiquity.    I  quote  the  works  of  this  author,  be- 
cause his  observations  and  opinions  could  not  be  unknown  to 
Mr.  Hastings,  whose  associate  he  was  in  some  acts,  and 
whose  adviser  he  appears  to  have  been  in  that  dreadful  trans- 
action, the  deposition  of  Gossim  Ali  Eh&n.     This  writer  was 
connected  with  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  in  bribery,  and  has 
charged  him  with  detaining  his  bribe.     To  this  Mr.  Hastings 
has  answered,  that  he  had  paid  him  long  ago.    How  they 
have  settled  that  corrupt  transaction  I  know  not.    I  merely 
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State  all  this,  to  proTe  that  we  have  not  dealt  in  fabulous 
history,  and  that  if  any  body  has  dealt  in  falsehood,  it  is 
Mr.  Hastings's  companion  and  associate  in  guilt,  who  must 
have  known  the  country,  and  who,  however  faulty  he  was 
in  other  respects,  had  in  this  case  no  interest  whatever  in 
misrepresentation. 

I  might  refer  your  lordships,  if  it  were  necessary,  to  Scraf- 
ton's  account  of  that  ancient  government,  in   order   to  prove 
to  you  the  happy  comparative  state  of  that  country,  even 
under  its  former  usurpers.     Our  design,  my  lords,  in  making 
such  references,  is  not  merely  to  disprove  the  prisoner's  de- 
fence, but   to  vindicate    the   rights  and   privileges    of   the 
people   of    India.      We    wish    to    reinstate   them   in    your 
sympathy.     We  wish  you  to  respect  a  people  as  respecta- 
ble  as  yourselves ; — a  people,  who  know  as  well  as  you, 
what  is  rank,  what  is  law,  what  is  property ; — a  people 
who  know  how  to  feel  disgrace,  who  know  what  equity, 
what  reason,  what  proportion  in  punishments,  what  security 
of  property  is,  just  as  well  as  any  of  your  lordships ;  for 
these  are  things  which  are  secured  to  them  by  laws,  by  re- 
ligion, by  declarations  of  all  their  sovereigns.     And  what, 
my  lords,  is  oppQsed  to   all  this  ? — The  practice  of  tyrants 
and  usurpers,  which  Mr.  Hastings  takes  for  his  rule  and  guid- 
ance.    He  endeavors  to  find  deviations  from  legal  govern- 
ment, and  then  instructs  his  counsel    to  say,  that  I   have 
asserted  there  is  no  such  thing  as  arbitrary  power  in  the 
East.     Good  God !  if  there  was  no  such  thing  in  any  other 
part  of  the  world,  Mr.  Hastings's  conduct  might  have  con- 
vinced me  of  the  existence  of  arbitrary  power,  and  have 
taught  me  much  of  its  mischief. 

But,  my  lords,  we  all  know  that  there  has  been  arbitrary 
power  in  India ;  that  tyrants  have  usurped  it ;  and  that,  in 
some  instances,  princes  otherwise  meritorious  have  violated 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  have  been  lawfully  deposed 
for  such  violation.  I  do  not  deny  that  there  are  robberies  on 
Hounslow  Heath ;  that  there  are  such  things  as  forgeries, 
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burglaries,   and  murders;    but  I   say,  that   these    acts  are 
against  law,  and  that  whoerer  commit  them  commit  illegal 
acts.     When  a  man  is  to  defend  himself  against  a  charge  of 
crime,  it  is  not  instances  of  similar  violation  of  law,  that  is 
to  be  the  standard  of  his  defence.     A  man  may  as  well  say, 
I  robbed  at  Hounslow  Heath,  but  hundreds  robbed  there  be- 
fore me  :  to  which  I  answer,  the  law  has  forbibden  you  to  rob 
there  ;  and  I  will  hang  you  for  having  violated  the  law,  not- 
withstanding the  long  list  of  similar  violations  which  you 
have  produced  as  precedents.  No  doubt,  princes  have  violated 
the  law  of  this  country ;  they  have  suffered  for  it.     Nobles 
have  violated  the  law ;  their  privileges  have  not  protected 
them  from  punishment.     Common  people  have  violated  the 
law  J  they  have  been  hanged  for  it.     I  know  no  human  being 
exempt  from  the  law.     The  law  is  the  security  of  the  people 
of  England,  it  is  the  security  of  the  people  of  India,  it  is  the 
security  of  every  person  that  is  governed,  and  of  every  person 
that  governs.     There  is  but  one  law  for  all,  namely,  that 
law  which  governs  all  law,  the  law  of  our  Creator,  the  law 
of   humanity,  justice,   equity: — the  law  of  nature  and  of 
nations.     So  far  as  any  laws  fortify  this  primeval  law,  and 
give  it  more  precision,  more  energy,  more  eflfect  by  their 
declarations,  such  laws  enter  into  the  sanctuary,  and  partici- 
pate in  the  sacredness  of  its  character.     But  the  man  who 
quotes  as  precedents  the  abuses  of  tyrants  and  robbers,  pol- 
lutes the  very  fountain  of  Justice,  destroys  the  foundations 
of  all  law,  and  thereby  removes  the  only  safeguard  against 
evil  men,  whether  governors  or  governed  : — the  guard  which 
prevents  governors  from  becoming  tyrants,  and  the  governed 
from  becoming  rebels. 

I  hope  your  lordships  will  not  think  that  I  have  unneces- 
sarily occupied  your  time,  in  disproving  the  plea  of  arbitrary 
power,  which  has  been  brought  forward  at  our  bar  :  has  been 
repeated  at  your  lordship's  bar,  and  has  been  put  upon  the 
records  of  both  Houses.  I  hope  your  lordships  will  not 
think  that  such  monstrous  doctrine  should  be  passed  over, 
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without  all  possible  pains  being  taken  to  demonstrate  its 
falsehood  and  to  reprobate  its  tendency.  I  have  not  spared 
myself  in  exposing  the  principles  avowed  by  the  prisoner. 
At  another  time  I  will  endeavor  to  show  you  the  manner  in 
which  he  acted  upon  these  principles.  I  cannot  command 
strength  to  proceed  further  at  present ;  and  you,  my  lords, 
cannot  give  me  greater  bodily  strength  than  I  have. 

[Adjourned. 
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TRIAL. 

FRIDAY,  30th  MAY,  1794. 


SECOND  DAY  OF  REPLY. 

(Mr.  Bvrxx.) 

My  Lords, — On  the  day  of  the  sitting  of  this  court,  when 
I  had  the  honor  of  appearing  before  you  by  the  order  of  my 
fellow  managers,  I  stated  to  you  their  observations  and  my 
own,  upon  two  great  points ;  one  the  demeanor  of  the  pris- 
oner at  the  bar,  during  his  trial,  and  the  other  the  principles 
of  his  defence.  I  compared  that  demeanor  with  the  beha- 
vior of  some  of  the  greatest  men  in  this  kingdom,  who  have, 
on  account  of  their  offences,  been  brought  to  your  bar,  and 
who  have  seldom  escaped  your  lordships'  justice.  I  put  the 
decency,  humility,  and  propriety  of  the  most  distinguished 
men's  behavior,  in  contrast  with  the  shameless  effrontery  of 
this  prisoner,  who  has  presumptuously  made  a  recriminatory 
charge  against  the  House  of  Commons,  and  answered  their 
impeachment  by  a  counter  impeachment,  explicitly  accusing 
them  of  malice,  oppression,  and  the  blackest  ingratitude. 

My  lords,  I  next  stated,  that  this  recriminatory  charge 
consisted  of  two  distinct  parts,  injustice  and  delay.  To  the 
injustice  we  are  to  answer,  by  the  nature  and  proof  of  the 
charges  which  we  have  brought  before  you;  and  to  the 
delay,  my  lords,  we  have  answered  in  another  place.  Into 
one  of  the  consequences  of  the  delay,  the  ruinous  expense 
which  the  prisoner  complains  of,  we  have  desired  your  lord- 
s' 
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ships  to  make  an  inquiry,  and  have  referred  you  to  facts  and 
witnesses,  which  will  remove  this  part  of  the  charge. 

With  regard  to  ingratitude,  there  will  be  a  proper  time  for 
animadversion  on  this  charge.  For  in  considering  the  merits 
that  are  intended  to  be  set  off  against  his  crimes,  we  shall 
have  to  examine  into  the  nature  of  those  merits,  and  to  as- 
certain how  far  they  are  to  operate,  either  as  the  prisoner 
designs  they  shall  operate  in  his  favor,  as  presumptive  proofs 
that  a  man  of  such  merits  could  not  be  guilty  of  such 
crimes,  or  as  a  sort  of  set-oflf  to  be  pleaded  in  mitigation  of 
his  offences.  In  both  of  these  lights  we  shall  consider  his 
services,  and  in  this  consideration  we  shall  determine  the 
justice  of  his  charge  of  ingratitude. 

My  lords,  we  have  brought  the  demeanor  of  the  prisoner 
before  you,  for  another  reason.     We  are  desirous  that  your 
lordships  may  be  enabled  to  estimate,  from  the  proud  pre- 
sumption and  audacity  of  the  criminal  at  your  bar,  when  be 
stands  before  the  most  awful  tribunal  in  the  world,  accnsed 
by  a  body  representing  no  less  than  the  sacred  voice  of  his 
country — what  he  must  have  been  when  placed  in  the  seat 
of  pride  and  power.     What  must  have  been  the  insolence 
of  that  man  towards  the  natives  of  India,  who,  when  called 
here  to  answer  for  enormous  crimes,  presumes  to  behave,  not 
with  the  firmness  of  innocence,  but  with  the  audacity  and 
hardness  of  guilt  ? 

It  may  be  necessary  that  I  should  recall  to  your  lordships' 
recollection  the  principles  of  the  accusation  and  of  the  de- 
fence. Your  lordships  will  bear  in  mind,  that  the  matters  of 
fact  are  all  either  settled  by  confession  or  conviction,  and 
that  the  question  now  before  you  is  no  longer  an  issue  of 
fact,  but  an  issue  of  law.  The  question  is,  what  degree  of 
merit  or  demerit  you  are  to  assign  by  law  to  actions  which 
have  been  laid  before  you,  and  their  truth  acknowledged. 
The  principle  being  established,  that  you  are  to  decide 
upon  an  issue  at  law,  we  examined  by  what  law  the  prisoner 
ought  to  be  tried  ;  and  we  preferred  a  claim  which  we  do  now 
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solemnly  prefer,  and  which  we  trust  your  lordships  will  concur 
with  US  in  a  laudable  emulation  to  establish :  a  claim  founded 
upon  the  great  truths,  that  all  power  is  limited  by  law,  and 
ought  to  be  guided  by  discretion,  and  not  by  arbitrary  will : 
— ^that  all  discretion  must  be  referred  to  the  conservation  and 
benefit  of  those  over  whom  power  is  exercised ;  and  there*- 
fore  must  be  guided  by  rules  of  sound  political  morality. 

We  next  contended,  that,  wherever  existing  laws  were 
applicable,  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  was  bound  by  the  laws 
and  statutes  of  this  kingdom  as  a  British  subject ;  and  that, 
whenever  he  exercised  authority  in  the  name  of  the  com- 
pany, or  in  the  name  of  his  majesty,  or  under  any  other 
name,  he  was  bound  by  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this  king- 
dom, both  in  letter  and  spirit,  so  far  as  they  were  applica- 
ble to  him  and  to  his  case:  and  above  all,  that  he  was 
bound  by  the  act  to  which  he  owed  his  appointment,  in  all 
transactions  with  foreign  powers  to  act  according  to  the 
known  recognised  rules  of  the  law  of  nations;  whether 
these  powers  were  really  or  nominally  sovereign,  whether 
they  were  dependent  or  independent. 

The  next  point  which  we  established,  and  which  we  now 
call  to  your  lordships'  recollection,  is,  that  he  was  bound  to 
proceed  according  to  the  laws,  rights,  laudable  customs, 
privileges,  and  franchises  of  the  country  that  he  governed  ,* 
and  we  contended,  that  to  such  laws,  rights,  privileges, 
and  franchises,  the  people  of  the  country  had  a  clear  and 
just  claim. 

Having  established  these  point  as  the  basis  of  Mr.  Hastings's 
general  power,  we  contended  that  he  was  obliged  by  the  na- 
ture of  his  relation,  as  a  servant  to  the  company,  to  be  obe- 
dient to  their  orders  at  all  times ;  and  particularly  where  he 
had  entered  into  special  covenants  regarding  special  articles 
of  obedience.  These  are  the  principles  by  which  we  have 
examined  the  conduct  of  this  mam,  and  upon  which  we  have 
brought  him  to  your  lordships'  bar  for  judgment.  This  is 
our  table  of  the  law.    Your  lordships  shall  now  be  shown 
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the  table  by  which  he  claims  to  be  judged  ;  but  I  will  first 
beg  your  lordships  to  take  notice  of  the  utter  contempt 
with  which  he  treats  all  our  acts  of  parliament.  Speaking 
of  the  absolute  sovereignty  which  he  would  have  you  be- 
lieve is  exercised  by  the  princes  of  India,  he  says,  "  The 
sovereignty  which  they  assumed,  it  fell  to  my  lot  very  un- 
expectedly to  exert,  and  whether  or  not  such  power  or 
powers  of  that  nature  were  delegated  to  me  by  any  pro- 
visions of  any  act  of  parliament,  I  confess  myself  too  little 
of  a  lawyer  to  pronounce,"  and  so  on.  This  is  the  manner 
in  which  he  treats  an  act  of  parliament !  In  the  place  of 
acts  of  parliament  he  substitutes  his  own  arbitrary  will.  This 
he  contends  is  the  sole  law  of  the  country  he  governed,  as 
laid  down  in  what  he  calls  the  arbitrary  institutes  of  Ghinges 
Khan  and  Tamerlane.  This  arbitrary  will  be  clainis,  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  Gentoo  law,  the  Mahomedan  law,  and  the  law 
of  his  own  country.  He  claims  the  right  of  making  his  own 
will  the  sole  rule  of  his  government,  and  justifies  the  exercise 
of  this  power  by  the  examples  of  Aliverdi  Khan,  Cossim  Ali 
Khan,  Sujah  Dowlah  Khan,  and  all  those  Khans  who  have 
rebelled  against  their  masters,  and  desolated  the  countries  sub- 
jected to  their  rule.  This,  my  lords,  is  the  law  which  he  has 
laid  down  for  himself,  and  these  are  the  examples  which  he 
has  expressly  told  the  House  of  Commons  he  is  resolved  to 
follow.  These  examples,  my  lords,  and  the  principles  with 
which  they  are  connected,  without  any  softening  or  mitiga- 
tion, he  has  prescribed  to  you  as  the  rule  by  which  his  con- 
duct is  to  be  judged. 

Another  principle  of  the  prisoner  is,  that,  whenever  the 
company's  affairs  are  in  distress,  even  when  that  distress  pro- 
ceeds from  his  own  prodigality,  mismanagement,  or  corruption, 
he  has  a  right  to  take  for  the  company's  benefit  privately  in 
his  own  name,  with  the  future  application  of  it  to  their  use 
reserved  in  his  own  breast,  every  kind  of  bribe  or  corrupt  pres- 
ent whatever. 

I  have   now  restated  to   your  lordships  the  maxims  by 
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which  the  prisoner  persists  in  defending  himself,  and  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  we  claim  to  have  him  judged.  The  issue 
before  your  lordships  is  a  hundred  times  more  important  than 
the  cause  itself,  for  it  is  to  determine  by  what  law  or  maxims 
of  law  the  conduct  of  governors  is  to  be  judged. 

On  one  side,  your  lordships  have  the  prisoner  declaring  that 
the  people  have  no  laws,  no  rights,  no  usages,  no  distinctions 
of  rank,  no  sense  of  honor,  no  property  ;  in  short  that  they 
are  nothing  but  a  herd  of  slaves  to  be  governed  by  the  arbi- 
trary will  of  a  master.  On  the  other  side,  we  assert  that  the 
direct  contrary  of  this  is  true.  And  to  prove  our  assertion 
we  have  referred  you  to  the  institutes  of  Ghinges  Khan  and 
of  Tamerlane  :  we  have  referred  you  to  the  Mahomedan  law, 
which  is  binding  upon  all,  from  the  crowned  head  to  the 
meanest  subject ;  a  law  interwoven  with  a  system  of  the 
wisest,  the  most  learned,  and  most  enlightened  jurisprudence 
that  perhaps  ever  existed  in  the  world.  We  have  shown  you, 
that  if  these  parties  are  to  be  compared  together,  it  is  not 
the  rights  of  the  people  which  are  nothing,  but  rather  the 
rights  of  the  sovereign  which  are  so.  The  rights  of  the 
people  are  every  thing,  as  they  ought  to  be  in  the  true  and 
natural  order  of  things.  God  forbid  that  these  maxims 
should  trench  upon  sovereignty,  and  its  true,  just,  and  lawful 
prerogative :  on  the  contrary,  they  ought  to  support  and  es- 
tablish them.  The  sovereign's  rights  are  undoubtedly  sacred 
rights,  and  ought  to  be  so  held  in  every  country  in  the 
worid ;  because  exercised  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  and 
in  subordination  to  that  great  end  for  which  alone  God  has 
vested  power  in  any  man  or  any  set  of  men.  This  is  the 
law  that  we  insist  upon,  and  these  are  the  principles  upon 
which  your  lordships  are  to  try  the  prisoner  at  your  bar. 

Let  me  remind  your  lordships,  that  these  people  lived  under 
the  laws  to  which  I  have  referred  you,  and  that  these  laws  were 
formed  whilst  we,  I  may  say,  were  in  the  forest ;  certainly 
before  we  knew  what  technical  jurisprudence  was.  These 
laws  are  allowed  to  be  the  basis  and  substratum  of  the  man- 
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ners,  customs,  and  opinions  of  the  people  of  India ;  and  we 
contend,  that  Mr.  Hastings  is  bound  to  know  them  and  to  act 
by  them ;  and  I  shall  prove,  that  the  very  condition  upon 
which  he  received  power  in  India,  was  to  protect  the  people 
in  their  laws  and  known  rights.  But  whether  Mr.  Hastings 
did  know  these  laws,  or  whether,  content  with  credit  gained 
by  as  base  a  fraud  as  was  ever  practised,  he  did  not  read  the 
books  which  Nobkissin  paid  for ;  we  take  the  benefit  of 
them :  we  know  and  speak  after  knowledge  of  them.  And 
although  I  believe  his  counsel  have  never  read  them,  I 
should  be  sorry  to  stand  in  this  place,  if  there  was  one  word 
and  tittle  in  these  books  that  I  had  not  read  over. 

We  therefore  come  here  and  declare  to  you,  that  he  is  not 
borne  out  by  these  institutes,  either  in  their  general  spirit,  or 
in  any  particular  passage,  to  which  he  has  the  impudence  to 
appeal,  in  the  assumption  of  the  arbitrary  power  which  he 
has  exercised.  We  claim,  that,  as  our  own  government,  and 
every  person  exercising  authority  in  Great  Britain  is  bound 
by  the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  so  every  person  exercising  au- 
thority in  another  country  shall  be  subject  to  the  laws  of 
that  country ;  since  otherwise,  they  break  the  very  cove- 
nant by  which  we  hold  our  power  there.  Even  if  these 
institutes  had  been  arbitrary,  which  they  are  not,  they  might 
have  been  excused  as  the  acts  of  conquerors.  But,  my  lords, 
he  is  no  conqueror,  nor  any  thing  but  what  you  see  him  ;  a 
bad  scribbler  of  absurd  papers,  in  which  he  can  put  no  two 
sentences  together  without  contradiction.  We  know  him 
in  no  other  character  than  that  of  having  been  a  bullock  con- 
tractor for  some  years  ;  of  having  acted  fraudulently  in  that 
capacity,  and  afterwards  giving  fraudulent  contracts  to 
others ;  and  yet  I  will  maintain,  that  the  first  conquerors  of 
the  world  would  have  been  base  and  abandoned  if  they  had 
assumed  such  a  right  as  he  dares  to  claim.  It  is  the  glory 
of  all  such  great  men  to  have  for  their  motto,  Parcere  sub^ 
jectis  et  debellare  superbos.  These  were  men  that  said  they 
would  recompense  the  countries  which  they  had  obtained 
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through  torrents  of  blood,  through  carnage  and  violence ;  by 
the  justice  of  their  institutions,  the  mildness  of  their  laws, 
and  the  equity  of  their  goyernment.  Even  if  these  con- 
querors bad  promulgated  arbitrary  institutes  instead  of  dis- 
claiming them  in  every  point,  you,  my  lords,  would  never 
suffer  such  principles  of  defence  to  be  urged  here  ;  still  less 
will  you  suffer  the  examples  of  men  acting  by  violence,  of 
men  acting  by  wrong ; — the  example  of  a  man  who  has 
become  a  rebel  to  his  sovereign  in  order  that  he  should  be- 
come the  tyrant  of  his  people,  to  be  examples  for  a  British 
governor,  or  for  any  governor.  We  here  confidently  protest 
against  this  mode  of  justification,  and  we  maintain  that  his 
pretending  to  follow  these  examples  is  in  itself  a  crime ; 
the  prisoner  has  ransacked  all  Asia  for  principles  of  despot- 
ism ;  he  has  ransacked  all  the  bad  and  corrupted  part  of  it 
for  tyrannical  examples  to  justify  himself ;  and  certainly  in  no 
other  way  can  he  be  justified. 

Having  established  the  falsehood  of  the  first  principle  of 
the  prisoner's  defence,  that  sovereignty,  wherever  it  exists 
in  India,  implies  in  its  nature  and  essence  a  power  of  exact- 
ing any  thing  from  the  subject,  and  disposing  of  his  person 
and  property  ; — we  now  come  to  his  second  assertion,  that 
he  was  the  true,  full,  and  perfect  representative  of  that  sove- 
reignty in  India. 

In  opposition  to  this  assertion  we  first  do  positively  deny, 
that  he  or  the  company  are  the  perfect  representative  of  any 
sovereign  power  whatever.  They  have  certain  rights  by 
their  charter,  and  by  acts  of  parliament,  but  they  have  no 
other.  They  have  their  legal  rights  only,  and  these  do  not 
imply  any  such  thing  as  sovereign  power.  The  sovereignty  of 
Great  Britain  is  in  the  king  ;  he  is  the  sovereign  of  the  Lords 
and  the  sovereign  of  the  Commons,  individually  and  collec- 
tively ;  and  as  he  has  his  prerogative  established  by  law,  he 
must  exercise  it,  and  all  persons  claiming  and  deriving  under 
him,  whether  by  act  of  parliament,  whether  by  charter  of  the 
crown,  or  by  any  other  mode  whatever,  all  are  alike  bound 
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by  law,  and  responsible  to  it.  No  one  can  assume  or  receive 
any  power  of  sovereignty,  because  the  sovereignty  is  in  the 
crown,  and  cannot  be  delegated  away  from  the  crown  j  no  such 
delegation  ever  took  place,  or  ever  was  intended ;  as  any  one 
may  see  in  the  act  by  which  Mr.  Hastings  was  nominated 
governor.  He  cannot,  therefore,  exercise  that  high  supreme 
sovereignty,  which  is  vested  by  the  law,  with  the  consent  of 
both  houses  of  parliament,  in  the  king,  and  in  the  king  only. 
It  is  a  violent,  rebellious  assumption  of  power,  when  Mr. 
Hastings  pretends  fully,  perfectly,  and  entirely,  to  represent 
the  sovereign  of  this  country,  and  to  exercise  legislative, 
executive,  and  judicial  authority,  with  as  large  and  broad  a 
sway  as  his  majesty,  acting  with  the  consent  of  the  two 
houses  of  parliament,  and  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  this  king- 
dom. I  say,  my  lords,  this  is  a  traitorous  and  rebellious  as- 
sumption which  he  has  no  right  to  make,  and  which  we 
charge  against  him,  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  urged  in  jus- 
tification of  his  conduct  in  any  respect. 

He  next  alleges,  with  reference  to  one  particular  case,  that 
he  received  this  sovereignty  from  the  Vizier  Sujah  Dowlah, 
who,  he  pretends,  was  sovereign,  with  an  unlimited  power 
over  the  life,  goods,  and  property  of  Cheit  Sing.  This  we 
positively  deny.  Whatever  power  the  supremo  sovereign  of 
the  empire  had,  we  deny  that  it  was  delegated  to  Sujah 
Dowlah.  He  never  was  in  possession  of  it.  He  was  a 
vizier  of  the  empire  ;  he  had  a  grant  of  certain  lands  for  the 
support  of  that  dignity,  and  we  refer  you  to  the  institutes  of 
Timour,  to  the  institutes  of  Akbar,  to  the  institutes  of  the 
Mahomedan  law,  for  the  powers  of  delegated  governors  and 
viceroys.  You  will  find,  that  there  is  not  a  trace  of  sove- 
reignty in  them ;  but  that  they  are,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, mere  subjects,  and,  consequently,  as  Sujah  Dowlah  had 
not  these  powers  he  could  not  transfer  them  to  the  India 
Company.  His  master,  the  Mogul  emperor,  had  them  not. 
I  defy  any  man  to  show  an  instance  of  that  emperor's  claim- 
ing any  such  thing  as  arbitrary  power  ;  much  less  can  it  be 
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claimed  by  a  rebellious  viceroy  who  had  broken  loose  from 
his  sovereign's  authority,  just  as  this  man  broke  loose  from 
the  authority  of  parliament.  The  one  had  not  a  right  to 
give,  nor  the  other  to  receive  such  powers ;  but  whatever 
rights  were  vested  in  the  mogul,  they  cannot  belong  either 
to  Sujah  Dowlah,  to  Mr.  Hastings,  or  to  the  company.  These 
latter  are  expressly  bound  by  their  compact  to  take  care  of 
the  subjects  of  the  empire,  and  to  govern  them  according  to 
law,  reason,  and  equity ;  and  when  they  do  otherwise,  they 
are  guilty  of  tyranny,  of  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  the 
people,  and  of  rebellion  against  their  sovereign. 

We  have  taken  these  pains  to  ascertain  and  fix  principles, 
because  your  lordships  are  not  called  upon  to  judge  of  facts. 
A  jury  may  find  facts,  but  no  jury  can  form  a  judgment  of 
law ;  it  is  an  application  of  the  law  to  the  fact  that  makes 
the  act  criminal  or  laudable.  You  must  find  a  fixed  stand- 
ard of  some  kind  or  other ;  for  if  there  is  no  standard  but 
the  immediate  momentary  purpose  of  the  day,  guided  and 
governed  by  the  man  who  uses  it,  fixed  not  only  for  the  dis- 
position of  all  the  wealth  and  strength  of  the  state,  but  for 
the  life,  fortune,  and  property  of  every  individual,  your  lord- 
ships are  left  without  a  principle  to  direct  your  judgment. 
This  high  court — ^this  supreme  court  of  appeal  from  all  the 
courts  of  the  kingdom — this  highest  court  of  criminal  juris- 
diction, exercised  upon  the  requisition  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, if  left  without  a  rule,  would  be  as  lawless  as  the  wild 
savage,  and  as  unprincipled  as  the  prisoner  that  stands  at 
your  bar.  Our  whole  issue  is  upon  principles,  and  what  I 
shall  say  to  you  will  be  in  perpetual  reference  to  them,  be- 
cause it  is  better  to  have  no  principles  at  all  than  to  have 
false  principles  of  government  and  of  morality.  Leave  a 
man  to  his  passions,  and  you  leave  a  wild  beast  to  a  savage 
and  capricious  nature.  A  wild  beast,  indeed,  when  its  stom- 
ach is  full  will  caress  you,  and  may  lick  your  hands ;  in  like 
manner  when  a  tyrant  is  pleased,  or  his  passion  satiated,  you 
may  have  a  happy  and  serene  day  under  an  arbitrary  govern- 
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nent.  Bat  when  the  principle  founded  on  solid  reason, 
which  ought  to  restrain  passion,  is  perverted  from  its  proper 
end,  the  false  principle  will  be  substituted  for  it,  and  then 
man  becomes  ten  times  worse  than  a  wild  beast.  The  evil 
principle,  grown  solid  and  perennial,  goads  him  on  and  takes 
entire  possession  of  his  mind ;  and  then  perhaps  the  best 
refuge,  that  you  can  ha^e  from  that  diabolical  principle,  is  in 
the  natural  wild  passions  and  unbridled  appetites  of  mankind. 
This  is  a  dreadful  state  of  things ;  and  therefore  we  have 
thought  it  necessary  to  say  a  great  deal  upon  his  principles. 

My  lords,  we  come  next  to  apply  these  priniples  to  facts 
which  cannot  otherwise  be  judged,  as  we  have  contended 
and  do  now  contend.  I  will  not  go  over  facts  which  have 
been  opened  to  you  by  my  fellow  managers ;  if  I  did  so,  I 
should  appear  to  have  a  distrust,  which  I  am  sure  no  other 
man  has,  of  the  greatest  abilities  displayed  in  the  greatest  of 
all  causes.  I  should  be  guilty  of  a  presumption,  which  I 
hope  I  shall  not  dream  of,  but  leave  to  those  who  exercise 
arbitrary  power ;  in  supposing  that  I  could  go  over  the  ground 
which  my  fellow  managers  have  once  trodden,  and  make  any 
thing  more  clear  and  forcible  than  they  have  done.  In  my 
humble  o|Huion,  human  ability  cannot  go  farther  than  they 
have  gone ,-  and  if  I  ever  allude  to  any  thing  which  they  have 
already  touched,  it  will  be  to  show  it  in  another  light ; — to 
mark  more  particularly  its  departure  from  the  principles  upon 
which  we  contend  you  ought  to  judge ;  or  to  supply  those 
parts  which  through  bodily  infirmity,  and  I  am  sure  nothing 
else,  one  of  my  excellent  fellow  managers  has  left  untouched. 
I  am  here  alluding  to  the  case  of  Cheit  Sing. 

My  honorable  fellow  manager,  Mr.  Grey,  has  stated  to  you 
all  the  circumstances  requisite  to  prove  two  things : — First, 
that  the  demands,  made  by  Mr.  Hastings  upon  Cheit  Sing, 
were  contrary  to  fundamental  treaties  between  the  company 
and  that  rigah : — and  next,  that  they  were  thci  result  and  eflfect 
of  private  malice  and  corruption.  This  having  been  stated  and 
proved  to  you,  I  shall  take  up  the  subject  where  it  was  left. 
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My  lords,  in  the  first  place  I  have  to  remark  to  yon,  that 
the  whole  of  the  charge  originally  brought  by  Mr.  Hastings 
against  Gheit  Sing,  in  justification  of  his  wicked  and  tyran- 
nical proceedings,  is,  that  he  had  been  dilatory,  evasive, 
shuffling,  and  unwilling  to  pay  that  which,  however  unwil- 
ling, evasive,  and  shuffling,  he  did  pay.  And  that,  with  re- 
gard to  the  business  of  furnishing  cavalry,  the  rajah  has 
asserted,  and  his  assertion  has  not  been  denied,  that  when  he 
was  desired  by  the  council  to  furnish  these  troopers,  the 
purpose  for  which  this  application  was  made,  was  not  men- 
tioned or  alluded  to,  nor  was  there  any  place  of  muster 
pointed  out.  We  therefore  contended,  that  the  demand  was 
not  made  for  the  service  of  the  state ;  but  for  the  oppression 
of  the  individual  that  suffered  by  it. 

But  admitting  the  rajah  to  have  been  guilty  of  delay  and 
nnwillingness,  what  is  the  nature  of  the  offence  ?  If  you 
strip  it  of  the  epithets  by  which  it  has  been  disguised,  it 
merely  amounts  to  an  unwillingness  in  the  rajah,  to  pay 
more  than  the  sums  stipulated  by  the  mutual  agreement  exist- 
ing between  him  and  the  company.  This  is  the  whole  of  it ; 
the  whole  front  and  head  of  the  offence ;  and  for  this  offence, 
such  as  it  is,  and  admitting  that  he  could  be  legally  fined  for 
it,  he  was  subjected  to  the  secret  punishment  of  giving  a  bribe 
to  Mr.  Hastings,  by  which  he  Avas  to  buy  off  the  fine,  and 
which  was  consequently  a  commutation  for  it. 

That  yonr  lordships  may  be  enabled  to  judge  more  fnlly 
of  the  nature  of  this  offence,  let  us  see  in  what  relation  Cheit 
Sing  stood  with  the  company.  He  was,  my  lords,  a  person 
clothed  with  every  one  of  the  attributes  of  sovereignty,  un- 
der a  direct  stipulation  that  the  company  should  not  interfere 
in  his  internal  government.  The  military  and  civil  authori- 
ty, the  power  of  life  and  death,  the  whole  revenue,  and  the 
whole  administration  of  the  law,  rested  in  him.  Snch  was 
the  sovereignty  he  possessed  within  Benares ;  but  be  was  a 
snbordinate  sovereign,  dependent  upon  a  superior,  according 
to  the  tenor  of  bos  compact,  expressed  or  implied.    Now 
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having  contended,  as  we  still  contend,  that  the  law  of  na- 
tions is  the  law  of  India*  as  well  as  of  Europe,  because  it  is 
the  law  of  reason  and  the  law  of  nature,  drawn  from  the 
pure  sources  of  morality,  of  public  good,  and  of  natural 
equity,  and  recognised  and  digested  into  order  by  the  labor 
of  learned  men,  I  will  refer  your  lordships  to  Vattel,  book  1, 
cap.  16,  where  he  treats  of  the  breach  of  such  agreements, 
by  the  protector  refusing  to  give  protection,  or  the  protected 
refusing  to  perform  his  part  of  the  engagement.  My  design, 
in  referring  you  to  this  author,  is  to  prove  that  Cheit  Sing, 
so  far  from  being  blamable  in  raising  objections  to  the  unau- 
thorized demand  made  upon  him  by  Mr.  Hastings,  was  ab- 
solutely bound  to  do  so,  nor  could  he  have  done  otherwise, 
without  hazarding  the  whole  benefit  of  the  agreement  upon 
which  his  subjection  and  protection  were  founded.  The  law 
is  the  same  with  respect  to  both  contracting  parties  ,*  if  the 
protected  or  protector  does  not  fulfil  with  fidelity  each  his 
separate  stipulation^  the  protected  may  resist  the  unauthorized 
demand  of  the  protector,  or  the  protector  is  discharged  from 
his  engagement ;  he  may  refuse  protection,  and  declare  the 
treaty  broken. 

We  contend  in  favor  of  Cheit  Sing,  in  support  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  natural  equity,  and  of  the  law  of  nations,  which  is 
the  birthright  of  us  all ;  we  contend,  I  say,  that  Cheit  Sing 
would  have  established,  in  the  opinions  of  the  best  writers 
on  the  law  of  nations,  a  precedent  against  himself  for  any 
future  violation  of  the  engagement,  if  he  submitted  to  any 
new  demand,  without  what  our  laws  call  a  continual  claim 
or  perpetual  remonstrance  against  the  imposition.  Instead, 
therefore,  of  doing  that  which  was  criminal,  he  did  that 
which  his  safety  and  his  duty  bound  him  to  do,  and  for  doing 
this  he  was  considered  by  Mr.  Hastings  as  being  guilty  of  a 
great  crime.  In  a  paper  which  was  published  by  the  pris- 
oner, in  justification  of  this  act,  he  considers  the  rajah  to 
have  been  guilty  of  rebellious  intentions ;  and  he  represents 
these  acts  of  contumacy,  as  he  calls  them,  not  as  proofs  of 
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contumacy  merely,  but  as  proofs  of  a  settled  design  to  rebel, 
and  to  throw  off  the  authority  of  that  nation  by  which  he 
was  protected.  *  This  belief  he  declares  on  oath  to  be  the 
ground  of  his  conduct  towards  Cheit  Sing. 

Now,  my  lords,  we  do  contend,  that  if  any  subject  under 
any  name,  or  of  any  description,  be  not  engaged  in  public 
open  rebellion,  but  continues  to  acknowledge  the  authority 
of  his  sovereign,  and  if  tributary  to  pay  tribute  conformably 
to  agreement ;  such  a  subject,  in  case  of  being  suspected  of 
having  formed  traitorous  designs,  ought  to  be  treated  in  a 
manner  totally  different  from  that  which  was  adopted  by  Mr. 
Hastings.  If  the  rajah  of  Benares  had  formed  a  secret  con- 
spiracy, Mr.  Hastings  had  a  state  duty  and  a  judicial  duty  to 
perform.  He  was  bound,  as  governor,  knowing  of  such  a 
conspiracy,  to  provide  for  the  public  safety ;  and,  as  a  judge, 
be  was  bound  to  convene  a  criminal  court,  and  to  lay  before 
it  a  detailed  accusation  of  the  offence.  He  was  bound  to 
proceed  publicly  and  legally  against  the  accused,  and  to  con- 
vict him  of  his  crime,  previous  to  his  inflicting,  or  forming 
any  intention  of  inflicting,  punishment.  I  say,  my  lords, 
that  Mr.  Hastings,  as  a  magistrate,  was  bound  to  proceed 
against  the  rajah,  either  by  English  law,  by  Mahomedan  law, 
or  by  the  Gentoo  law ;  and  that  by  all  or  any  of  these  laWs, 
he  was  bound  to  make  the  accused  acquainted  with  the 
crime  alleged,  to  hear  his  answer  to  the  charge,  and  to  pro- 
duce evidence  against  him,  in  an  open,  clear,  and  judicial 
manner.  And  here,  my  lords,  we  have  again  to  remark,  that 
the  Mahomedan  law  is  a  great  discriminator  of  persons,  and 
that  it  prescribes  the  mode  of  proceeding  against  those  who 
are  accused  of  any  delinquency  requiring  punishment,  with  a 
reference  to  the  distinction  and  rank  which  the  accused  held 
in  society.  The  proceedings  are  exceedingly  sober,  regular, 
and  respectful,  even  to  criminals  charged  with  the  highest 
crimes ;  and  every  magistrate  is  required  to  exercise  his  office 
in  the  prescribed  manner.  In  the  Hedaia,  after  declaring  and 
discussing  the  propriety  of  the  cauzy's  sitting  openly  in  the 
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execution  of  his  office,  it  is  added^  that  there  is  no  impro- 
priety in  the  cauzy  sitting  in  his  own  house  to  pass  judg* 
ment ;  but  it  is  requisite  that  he  give  orders  for  a  free  access 
to  the  people.  It  then  proceeds  thus :  *'  It  is  requisite  that 
such  people  sit  along  with  the  cauzy  as  were  used  to  sit 
with  him,  prior  to  his  appointment  to  the  office  ;  because,  if 
he  were  to  sit  alone  in  his  house,  he  would  thereby  give  rise 
to  suspicion."* 

My  lords,  having  thus  seen  what  the  duty  of  a  judge  is  in 
such  a  case,  let  us  examine  whether  Mr.  Hastings  observed 
any  part  of  the  prescribed  rules.  First,  with  regard  to  the 
publicity  of  the  matter.  Did  he  ever  give  any  notice  to  the 
supreme  council  of  the  charges,  which,  he  says,  he  had  re* 
ceived  against  Cheit  Sing  ?  Did  he  accuse  the  rajah  in  the 
council,  even  when  it  was  reduced  to  himself  and  his  poor, 
worn  down,  cowed,  and,  1  am  afraid,  bribed  colleague,  Mr. 
Wheler  ?  Did  he  even  then,  I  ask,  produce  any  one  charge 
against  this  man  ?  He  sat  in  council  as  a  judge  ;  as  an  Eng- 
lish judge ;  as  a  Mahomedan  judge ;  as  a  judge  by  the 
Gentoo  law,  and  by  the  law  of  nature.  He  should  have 
summoned  the  party  to  appear  in  person,  or  by  his  attorney, 
before  him,  and  should  have  there  informed  him  of  the 
charge  against  him.  But,  my  lords,  he  did  not  act  thus.  He 
kept  the  accusation  secret  in  his  own  bosom.  And  why  ? 
Because  he  did  not  believe  it  to  be  true.  This  may  at  least 
be  inferred  from  his  having  never  informed  the  council  of 
the  matter.  He  never  informed  the  rajah  of  Benares  of  the 
suspicions  entertained  against  him,  during  the  discussions 
which  took  place  respecting  the  multiplied  demands  that 
were  made  upon  him.  He  never  told  this  victim,  as  he  has 
had  the  audacity  to  tell  us  and  all  this  kingdom,  in  the  paper 
that  is  before  your  lordships,  that  he  looked  upon  these  re- 
fusals to  comply  with  his  demands  to  be  overt  acts  of  rebel- 
lion ;  nor  did  he  ever  call  upon  him  to  answer  or  to  justify 

"*  Hedaia,  2  vol.  p.  681. 
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himself  with  regard  to  that  imputed  conspiracy  or  rebellion. 
Did  he  tell  Sadanund,  the  rajah's  agent,  when  that  agent  was 
giving  him  a  bribe  or  a  present  in  secret,  and  was  thus  en* 
deavoring  to  deprecate  his  wrath,  that  he  accepted  that  bribe 
because  his  master  was  in  rebellion  ?  Never,  my  lords  ]  nor 
did  he,  when  he  first  reached  Benares,  and  had  the  rajah  in 
his  power,  suggest  one  word  concerning  this  rebellion.  Did 
he,  when  he  met  Mr.  Markham  at  Bauglepore,  where  they 
consulted  about  the  destruction  of  this  unhappy  man,  did  he 
tell  Mr.  Markham,  or  did  Mr.  Markham  insinuate  to  him  any 
one  thing  about  this  conspiracy  and  rebellion  ?  No  ;  not  a 
word  there,  or  in  his  whole  progress  up  the  country.  While 
at  Bauglepore  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Lord  Macartney  upon  the 
state  of  the  empire,  giving  him  much  and  various  advice. 
Did  he  insinuate  in  that  letter,  that  he  was  going  up  to  Be- 
nares to  suppress  a  rebellion  of  the  rajah  Cheit  Sing  or  to 
punish  him  ?  No ;  not  a  word.  Did  he,  my  lords,  at  the  eve 
of  his  departure  from  Calcutta,  when  he  communicated  his 
intention  of  taking  £600,000,  which  he  calls  a  fine  or  pen- 
alty, from  the  rajah,  did  he  inform  Mr.  Wheler  of  it  ?  No, 
not  a  word  of  his  rebellion  nor  any  thing  like  it.  Did  he  in- 
form his  secret  confidants,  Mr.  Anderson  and  Major  Palmer, 
upon  that  subject  ?  Not  a  word,  there  was  not  a  word  drop- 
ped from  him  of  any  such  rebellion,  or  of  any  intention  in 
the  rajah  Cheit  Sing  to  rebel.  Did  he,  when  he  had  vakeels 
in  every  part  of  the  Mahratta  empire  and  in  the  country  of 
Snjah  Dowlah ;  when  he  had  in  most  of  those  courts  English 
ambassadors  and  native  spies ;  did  he  either  from  ambassa- 
dors or  spies  receive  any  thing  like  authentic  intelligence 
upon  this  subject  ?  While  he  was  at  Benares  he  had  in  his 
hands  Beneram  Pundit,  the  vakeel  of  the  rajah  of  Berar,  his 
own  confidential  friend,  a  person  whom  he  took  out  of  the 
service  of  his  master,  and  to- whom  he  gave  a  jaghire  in  this 
very  zemindary  of  Benares.  This  man,  so  attached  to  Mr. 
Hastings,  so  knowing  in  all  the  transactions  of  India,  neither 
accused  Cheit  Sing  of  rebellious  intentions,  nor  furnished 
VOL.  VIII.  6 


g3  SPEECH  IN  THE   IMPEACHMENT  OF 

Mr.  Hastings  with  one  single  proof  that  any  conspiracy  with 
any  foreign  power  existed. 

In  this  absence  of  evidence,  my  lords,  let  us  have  recourse 
to  probability.  Is  it  to  be  believed  that  the  zemindar  of  Be- 
nares, a  person  whom  Mr.  Hastings  describes  as  being  of  a 
timid,  weak,  irresolute,  and  feeble  nature,  should  venture  to 
make  war  alone  with  the  whole  power  of  the  company  in 
India ;  aided  by  all  the  powers  which  Great  Britain  could 
bring  to  the  protection  of  its  Indian  empire  ?  Could  that  poor 
man,  in  his  comparatively  small  district,  possibly  have  formed 
such  an  intention,  without  giving  Mr.  Hastings  access  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  fact,  from  one  or  other  of  the  numerous 
correspondents  which  he  had  in  that  country  ? 

As  to  the  rajah's  supposed  intrigues  with  the  nabob  of 
Oude,  this  man  was  an  actual  prisoner  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and 
nothing  else  ;  a  mere  vassal,  as  he  says  himself,  in  effect  and 
substance,  though  not  in  name.  Can  any  one  believe  or 
think,  that  Mr.  Hastings  would  not  have  received  from  the 
English  resident,  or  from  some  one  of  that  tribe  of  English 
gentlemen  and  English  military  collectors,  who  were  placed 
in  that  country  in  the  exercise  of  the  most  arbitrary  powers, 
some  intelligence,  which  he  could  trust,  if  any  rebellious  de- 
signs had  really  existed  previous  to  the  rebellion,  which  did 
actually  break  out  upon  his  arresting  Cheit  Sing  ? 

There  was  an  ancient  Roman  lawyer,  of  great  fame  in  the 
history  of  Roman  jurisprudence,  whom  they  called  Cui  Bono^ 
from  his  having  first  introduced  into  juridical  proceedings  the 
argument  —  what  end  or  object  could  the  party  have  had  in 
the  act  with  which  he  is  accused  ?  Surely  it  may  be  here 
asked,  why  should  Cheit  Sing  wish  to  rebel,  who  held  on 
easy  and  moderate  terms  (for  such  I  admit  they  were)  a  very 
considerable  territory  with  every  attribute  of  royalty  attached  ? 
The  tribute  was  paid  for  protection,  which  he  had  a  right  to 
claim,  and  which  he  actually  received.  What  reason  under 
Heaven  could  he  have  to  go  and  seek  another  master ;  to 
place  himself  under  the  protection  of  Sujah  Dowlah,  in  whose 
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hands  Mr.  Hastings  tells  you,  in  so  many  direct  and  plain 
ivords,  that  neither  the  rajah's  property,  his  honor,  nor  his 
life  could  be  safe  ?  Was  ho  to  seek  refuge  with  the  Mahrattas, 
w^ho,  though  Gentoos  like  himself,  had  reduced  every  nation 
which  they  subdued,  except  those  who  were  originally  of 
their  own  empire,  to  a  severe  servitude  ?  Can  any  one  be- 
lieve, that  he  wished  either  for  the  one  or  the  other  of  these 
changes  ;  or,  that  he  was  desirous  to  quit  the  happy  indepen- 
dent situation  in  which  he  stood  under  the  protection  of  the 
British  empire,  from  any  loose,  wild,  improbable  notion  of 
mending  his  condition  ?  My  lords,  it  is  impossible.  There 
is  not  one  particle  of  evidence,  not  one  word  of  this  charge 
on  record,  prior  to  the  publication  of  Mr.  Hastings's  narra- 
tive ]  and  all  the  presumptive  evidence  in  the  world  would 
scarcely  be  sufficient  to  prove  the  fact,  because  it  is  almost 
impossible  that  it  should  be  true. 

But,  my  lords,  although  Mr.  Hastings  swore  to  the  truth  of 
this  charge,  when  he  came  before  the  House  of  Commons, 
yet  in  his  narrative  he  thus  fairly  and  candidly  avowed,  that 
he  entertained  no  such  opinion  at  the  time.  ^^  Every  step," 
says  he,  '^  which  I  had  taken  before  that  fatal  moment,  namely 
the  flight  of  Cheit  Sing,  is  an  incontrovertible  proof  that  I 
had  formed  no  design  of  seizing  upon  the  rajah's  treasures 
or  of  deposing  him.  And  certainly  at  the  time  when  I  did 
form  the  design  of  making  the  punishment,  that  his  former 
ill  conduct  deserved,  subservient  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
state,  by  a  large  fine,  I  did  not  believe  him  guilty  of  that 
premeditated  project  for  driving  the  English  out  of  India,  with 
which  I  afterwards  charged  him."  Thus  then  he  declares 
upon  oath,  that  the  rajah's  contumacy  was  the  ground  of  his 
suspecting  him  of  rebellion,  and  yet  when  he  comes  to  make 
his  defence  before  the  House  of  Commons,  he  simply  and 
candidly  declares,  that  long  after  these  alleged  acts  of  contu- 
macy had  taken  place,  he  did  not  believe  him  to  be  guilty  of 
any  such  thing  as  rebellion,  and  that  the  fine  imposed  upon 
him  was  for  another  reason  and  another  purpose. 
6* 
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In  page  28  of  your  printed  minutesi  he  thus  declares  the 
purpose  for  which  the  fine  was  imposed.  '^  I  can  answer 
only  to  this  formidable  dilemma,  that  so  long  as  I  conceived 
Cheit  Sing's  misconduct  and  contumacy  to  have  me  rather 
than  the  company  for  its  object,  at  least  to  be  merely  the 
effect  of  pernicious  advice  or  misguided  folly,  without  any- 
formal  design  of  openly  resisting  our  authority  or  disclaiming 
our  sovereignty  ;  I  looked  upon  a  considerable  fine  as  suffi- 
cient both  for  his  immediate  punishment  and  for  binding  him 
to  future  good  behavior." 

Here,  my  lords,  the  secret  comes  out.  He  declares  it  was 
not  for  a  rebellion  or  a  suspicion  of  rebellion  that  he  resolved, 
over  and  above  all  his  exorbitant  demands,  to  take  from  the 
rajah  £600,000,  (a  good  stout  sum  to  be  taken  from  a  tribu- 
tary power,)  that  it  was  not  for  misconduct  of  this  kind  that 
he  took  this  sum,  but  for  personal  ill  behavior  towards  him- 
self. I  must  again  beg  your  lordships  to  note  that  he  then 
considered  the  rajah's  contumacy  as  having  for  its  object  not 
the  company,  but  Warren  Hastings,  and  that  he  afterwards 
declared  publicly  to  the  House  of  Commons; — and  now 
before  your  lordships,  he  declares  finally  and  conclusively, 
that  he  did  believe  Cheit  Sing  to  have  had  the  criminal  in- 
tention imputed  to  him. 

"  So  long,"  says  he,  "  as  I  conceived  Cheit  Sing's  miscon- 
duct and  contumacy  to  have  me  "  (in  italics  as  he  ordered  it 
to  be  printed)  rather  than  the  company,  for  its  object,  so  long 
I  was  satisfied  with  a  fine.  I  therefore  entertained  no  serious 
thoughts  of  expelling  him  or  proceeding  otherwise  to  vio- 
lence ;  but  when  he  and  his  people  broke  out  into  the  most 
atrocious  acts  of  rebellion  and  murder,  when  the  jusfartiaris 
ei  lex  ultima  regum  were  appealed  to  on  his  part,  (and  with- 
out any  sufficient  plea  afforded  him  on  mine,)  I  from  that 
moment  considered  him  as  the  traitor  and  criminal  described 
in  the  charge,  and  no  concessions,  no  humiliations,  could  ever 
after  induce  me  to  settle  on  him  the  zemindary  of  Benares, 
or  any  other  territory,  upon  any  footing  whatever." 
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Thus,  then,  my  lords,  he  has  confessed,  that  the  era  and 
the  only  era  of  rebellion  was  when  the  tumult  broke  out 
upon  the  act  of  violence  offered  by  himself  to  Cheit  Sing ; 
and  upon  the  ground  of  that  tumult,  or  rebellion  as  he  calls 
it,  he  says,  he  never  would  suffer  him  to  enjoy  any  territory 
or  any  right  whatever.  We  have  fixed  the  period  of  the  re- 
bellion for  which  he  is  supposed  to  have  exacted  this  fine ; 
this  period  of  rebellion  was  after  the  exaction  of  the  fine 
itself,  so  that  the  fine  was  not  laid  for  the  rebellion,  but  the 
rebellion  broke  out  in  consequence  of  the  fine  and  the  violent 
measure  accompanying  it.  We  have  established  this,  and 
the  whole  human  race  cannot  shake  it.  He  went  up  the 
country  through  malice  to  revenge  his  own  private  wrongs, 
not  those  of  the  company.  He  fixed  £500,000  as  a  mulct 
for  an  insult  offered  to  himself,  and  then  a  rebellion  broke  out 
in  consequence  of  his  violence.  This  was  the  rebellion  and 
the  only  rebellion  ;  it  was  Warren  Hastings's  rebellion,  a  re* 
bellion  which  arose  from  his  own  dreadful  exaction ;  from  his 
pride,  from  his  malice  and  insatiable  avarice ;  a  rebellion 
which  arose  from  his  abominable  tyranny,  from  his  lust  of 
arbitrary  power,  and  from  his  determination  to  follow  the 
examples  of  Sujah  Dowlah,  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  Cossim  All 
Ehftn,  Aliverdi  Khan,  and  all  the  gang  of  rebels  who  are  the 
objects  of  his  imitation. 

My  patience^  says  he,  tO€U  exhausted.  Your  lordships  have, 
and  ought  to  have,  a  judicial  patience.  Mr.  Hastings  has 
none  of  any  kind.  I  hold  that  patience  is  one  of  the  great 
virtues  of  a  governor ;  it  was  said  of  Moses,  that  he  governed 
by  patience,  and  that  he  was  the  meekest  man  upon  earth. 
Patience  is  also  the  distinguishing  character  of  a  judge ;  and 
I  think  your  lordships,  both  with  regard  to  us  and  with  re- 
gard to  him,  have  shown  a  great  deal  of  it ;  we  shall  ever 
honor  the  quality,  and  if  we  pretend  to  say,  that  we  have 
had  great  patience  in  going  through  this  trial,  so  your  lord- 
ships must  have  had  great  patience  in  hearing  it  But  this 
man's  patience,  as  he  himself  tells  you,  was  soon  exhausted. 
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"  I  considered,"  he  says,  "  the  light  in  which  such  behavior 
would  have  been  viewed  by  his  native  sovereign,  and  I  re- 
solved he  should  feel  the  power  he  had  so  long  insulted. 
Forty  or  fifty  lacks  of  rupees  would  have  been  a  moderate 
fine  for  Sujah  ul  Dowlah  to  exact :  he  whd  had  demanded 
twenty-five  lacks  for  the  mere  fine  of  succession,  and  received 
twenty  in  hand,  and  an  increased  rent  tantamount  to  consid- 
erably above  thirty  lacks  more  ;  and  therefore  I  rejected  the 
ofier  of  twenty,  with  which  the  rajah  would  have  compro- 
mised for  his  guilt  when  it  was  too  late." 

Now,  my  lords,  observe  who  his  models  were,  when  he  in- 
tended to  punish  this  man  for  an  insult  on  himself.     Did  he 
consult  the  laws  ?     Did  he  look  to  the  Institutes  of  Timour, 
or  to  those  of  Ghinges  Khan  ?     Did  he  look  to  the  Hedaia, 
or  to  any  of  the  approved  authorities  in  this  country  ?     No, 
my  lords ;  he  exactly  followed  the  advice  which  Longinus 
gives  to  a  great  writer :  —  Whenever  you  have  a  mind  to 
elevate  your  mind  ;  to  raise  it  to  its  highest  pitch,  and  even 
to  exceed  yourself,  upon  any  subject,  think  how  Homer  would 
have  described  it,  how  Plato  would  have  imagined  it,  and 
how  Demosthenes  would  have  expressed  it ;  and  when  you 
have  so  done,   you  will   then,  no  doubt,   have  a  standard 
which  will  raise  you  up  to  the  dignity  of  any  thing  that 
human  genius   can   aspire   to.     Mr.   Hastings   was   calling 
upon  himself,  and  raising  his  mind  to  the  dignity  of  what 
tyranny  could  do;    what  unrighteous  exaction  could  per- 
form.    He  considered,  he  says,  how  much  Sujah  Dowlah 
would  have  exacted,  and  that  he  thinks  would  not  be  too 
much  for   him   to   exact.     He  boldly  avows,  I   raised  my 
mind  to  the  elevation  of  Sujah  Dowlah.     I  considered  what 
Cossim  Ali  Khan  would  have  done,  or  Aliverdi  Khan,  who 
murdered  and  robbed  so  many.     I  had  all  this  line  of  great 
examples  before   me,  and   I  asked  myself  what  fine  they 
would  have  exacted  upon  such  an  occasion.     But,  says  he, 
Sujah  Dowlah  levied  a  fine  of  twenty  lacks  for  a  right  of 
succession. 
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Good  God  !  my  lords,  if  you  are  not  appalled  with  the  vio- 
lent injustice  of  arbitrary  proceedings,  you  must  feel  something 
humiliating  at  the  gross  ignorance  of  men  who  are  in  this 
manner  playing  with  the  rights  of  mankind.  This  man  con- 
founds a  fine  upon  succession  with  a  fine  of  penalty.  He 
takes  advantage  of  a  defect  in  the  technical  language  of  our 
law,  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  not  in  many  parts  as  cor- 
rect in  its  distinctions  and  as  wise  in  its  provisions  as  the  Ma- 
homedan  law.  We  use  the  word  fine  in  three  senses  ;  first, 
as  a  punishment  and  penalty ;  secondly,  as  a  formal  means  of 
cutting  off  by  one  form  the  ties  of  another  form,  which  we 
call  levying  a  fine  ;  and  thirdly,  we  use  the  word  to  signify  a 
sum  of  money  payable  upon  a  renewal  of  a  lease  or  copyhold. 
The  word  has,  in  each  case,  a  totally  defferent  sense ;  but 
such  is  the  stupidity  and  barbarism  of  the  prisoner,  that  he 
confounds  these  senses,  and  tells  you  Sujah  Dowlah  took 
twenty-five  lacks  as  a  fine  from  Cheit  Sing,  for  the  renewal 
of  his  zemindary,  and  therefore  as  a  punishment  for  his  of- 
fences, he  shall  take  fifty.  Suppose  any  one  of  your  lord- 
ships, or  of  us  were  to  be  fined  for  assault  and  battery,  or  for 
any  thing  else,  and  it  should  be  said,  you  paid  such  a  fine 
for  a  bishop's  lease  ;  you  paid  such  a  fine  on  the  purchase  of 
an  estate,  and  therefore  now  that  you  are  going  to  be  fined  for 
a  punishment,  we  will  take  the  measure  of  the  fine  not  from 
the  nature  and  quality  of  your  offence,  not  from  the  law  upon 
the  subject  or  from  your  ability  to  pay ;  but  the  amount  of  a 
fine  you  paid  some  years  ago  for  an  estate,  shall  be  the  meas- 
ure of  your  punishment.  My  lords,  what  should  we  say  of 
such  brutish  ignorance,  and  such  shocking  confusion  of  ideas  ? 

When  this  man  had  elevated  his  mind  according  to  the 
rules  of  art,  and  stimulated  himself  to  great  things  by  great 
examples,  he  goes  on  to  tell  you  that  he  rejected  the  offer  of 
twenty  lacks  with  which  the  rajah  would  have  compounded 
for  his  guilt  when  it  was  too  late. 

Permit  me,  my  lords,  to  say  a  few  words  here,  by  way  of 
referring  back  all  this  monstrous  heap  of  violence  and  absur- 
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dity  to  some  degree  of  principle.  Mr.  Hastings  having  com- 
pletely acquitted  the  rajah  of  any  other  fault  than  contumacy, 
and  having  supposed  even  that  to  be  only  personal  to  himself, 
he  thought  a  fine  of  £500,000  would  be  a  proper  punishment* 
Now  when  any  man  goes  to  exact  a  fine,  it  presupposes  in- 
quiry, charge,  defence,  and  judgment.  It  does  so  in  the  Ma- 
homedan  law ;  it  does  so  in  the  Gentoo  law ;  it  does  so  in 
the  law  of  England,  in  the  Roman  law,  and  in  the  law,  I  be- 
lieve, of  every  nation  under  heaven,  except  in  that  law, 
which  resides  in  the  arbitrary  breast  of  Mr.  Hastings,  poison- 
ed by  the  principles  and  stimulated  by  the  examples  of  those 
wicked  traitors  and  rebels  whom  I  have  before  described. 
He  mentions  his  intention  of  levying  a  fine ;  but  does  he 
make  any  mention  of  having  charged  the  rajah  with  his  of- 
fences ?  It  appears  that  he  held  an  incredible  quantity  of  pri- 
vate correspondence  through  the  various  residents,  through 
Mr.  Graham,  Mr.  Fowke,  Mr.  Markham,  Mr.  Benn,  concern- 
ing the  affairs  of  that  country.  Did  he  ever,  upon  this  al- 
leged contumacy,  (for  at  present  I  put  the  rebellion  out  of  the 
question,)  inquire  the  progress  of  this  personal  affront  offered 
to  the  governor-general  of  Bengal  ?  Did  he  ever  state  it  to 
the  rajah,  or  did  he  call  his  vakeel  before  the  council  to  an- 
swer the  charge  ?  Did  he  examine  any  one  person  or  partic* 
ularize  a  single  fact  in  any  manner  whatever  ?  No.  What 
then  did  he  do  ?  Why,  my  lords,  he  declared  himself  the 
person  injured,  stood  forward  as  the  accuser,  assumed  the 
office  of  judge,  and  proceeded  to  judgment  without  a  party 
before  him,  without  trial,  without  examination,  without  proof. 
He  thus  directly  reversed  the  order  of  justice.  He  determin- 
ed to  fine  the  rajah  when  his  own  patience,  as  he  says,  was 
exhausted,  not  when  justice  demanded  the  punishment.  He 
resolved  to  fine  him  in  the  enormous  sum  of  £500,000.  Does 
he  inform  the  council  of  this  determination?  No.  The 
court  of  directors  ?  No.  Any  one  of  his  confidants  ?  No, 
not  one  of  them ;  not  Mrv  Palmer,  not  Mr.  Middleton,  nor 
any  of  that  legion  of  secretaries  that  he  had  ,*  nor  did  he 


WARREN  HASTINGS,  £SQ.  89 

eyen  inform  Mr.  Malcolm  of  his  intentions  until  be  met  him 
at  Bauglepore. 

In  regard  ro  the  object  of  his  malice,  we  only  know  that 
many  letters  came  from  Cheit  Sing  to  Mr.  Hastings,  in  which 
the  unfortunate  man  endeavored  to  appease  his  wrath,  and  to 
none  of  which  he  ever  gave  an  answer.  He  is  an  accuser 
preferring  a  charge  and  receiving  apologies,  without  giving 
the  party  an  answer  ;  although  he  had  a  crowd  of  secretaries 
about  him,  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  miserable  peo- 
ple of  Benares,  and  paid  by  sums  of  money  drawn  fraudu- 
lently from  their  pockets.  Still  not  one  word  of  answer  was 
given,  till  he  had  formed  the  resolution  of  exacting  a  fine, 
and  had  actually  by  torture  made  his  victim's  servant  dis- 
cover where  his  master's  treasures  lay,  in  order  that  he  might 
rob  him  of  all  his  family  possessed.  Axe  these  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  British  judge  ;  or  are  they  not  rather  such  as 
are  described  by  Lord  Coke— (and  these  learned  gentlemeUi 
I  dare  say,  will  remember  the  passage ;  it  is  too  striking  not 
to  be  remembered)  as  *'  the  damned  and  damnable  proceed' 
ings  of  a  judge  in  hdV^  Such  a  judge  has  the  prisoner 
at  your  bar  proved  himself  to  be.  First,  he  determines  upon 
the  punishment,  then  he  prepares  the  accusation,  and  then 
by  torture  and  violence  endeavors  to  extort  the  fine. 

My  lords,  I  must  again  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to 
his  mode  of  proceeding  in  this  business.  He  never  entered 
any  charge.  He  never  answered  any  letter.  Not  that  he 
was  idle.  He  was  carrying  on  a  wicked  and  clandestine 
plot  for  the  destruction  of  the  rajah,  under  the  pretence  of 
this  fine ;  although  the  plot  was  not  known,  I  verily  believe, 
to  any  European  at  the  time.  He  does  not  pretend  that  he 
told  any  one  of  the  company's  servants  of  his  intentions  of 
fining  the  rajah ;  but  that  some  hostile  project  against  him 
had  been  formed  by  Mr.  Hastings  was  perfectly  well  known 
to  the  natives.  Mr.  Hastings  tells  you  that  Cheit  Sing  had 
a  vakeel  at  Calcutta,  whose  business  it  was  to  leam  the  gen- 
eral transactions  of  our  government,  and  the  most  minute 
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particulars  which  could,  in  any  manner,  a£fect  the  interest  of 
his  employer. 

I  must  here  tell  your  lordships,  that  there  is  no  court  in 
Asia,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  no  petty  sovereign  that 
does  not  both  employ  and  receive  what  they  call  hircarrahs, 
or  in  other  words,  persons  to  collect  and  to  communicate 
political   intelligence.     These  men  are  received  with  the 
state  and  in  the  rank  of  ambassadors ;  they  have  their  place 
in  the  Durbar,  and  their  business  as  authorized  spies,  is  as 
well  known  there  as  that  of  ambassadors  extraordinary  and 
ordinary  in  the  courts  of  Europe.    Mr.  Hastings  had  a  pub- 
lic spy  in  the  person  of  the  resident,  at  Benares,  and  he  had 
a  private  spy  there  in  another  person.     The  spies  employed 
by  the  native   powers  had,  by  some  means,  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  Mr.  Hastings's  clandestine  and  wicked  inten- 
tions towards  this  unhappy  man,  Cheit  Sing,  and  his  unhap- 
py country,  and  of  his  designs  for  the  destruction  and  the 
utter  ruin  of  both.     He  has  himself  told  you,  and  he  has  got 
Mr.  Anderson  to  vouch  it,  that  he  had  received  proposals  for 
the  sale  of  this  miserable  man  and  his  country.     And  from 
whom  did  he  receive  these  proposals,  my  lords  ?    Why,  from 
the  nabob,  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  to  whom  he  threatened  to 
transfer  both  the  person  of  the  rajah  and  his  zemindary  if  he 
did  not  redeem  himself  by  some  pecuniary  sacrifice.    Now 
Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  as  appears  by  the  minutes  on  your  lord- 
ships' table,  was  at  that  time  a  bankrupt.     He  was  in  debt 
to  the  company  tenfold  more  than  he  could  pay,  and  all  his 
revenues  were  sequestered  for  that  debt.     He  was  a  person  of 
the  last  degree  of  indolence,  with  the  last  degree  of  rapacity. 
A  man,  of  whom  Mr.  Hastings  declared,  that  he  had  wasted 
and  destroyed  by  his  misgovernment  the  fairest  provinces 
upon  earth  ;  that  not  a  person  in  his  dominions  was  secure 
from  his  violence,  and  that  even  his  own  father  could  not 
enjoy  his  life  and  honor  in  safety  under  him.     This  avari- 
cious bankrupt  tyrant,  who  had  beggared  and  destroyed  his 
own  subjects,  and  could  not  pay  his  debts  to  the  English 
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government,  was  the  man  with  whom  Mr.  Hastings  was  in 
treaty  to  deliver  up  Cheit  Sing  and  his  country,  under  pre- 
tence of  his  not  having  paid  regularly  to  the  company  those 
customary  payments,  which  the  tyrant  would  probably  have 
never  paid  at  all,  if  he  had  been  put  in  possession  of  the 
country.  This  I  mention  to  illustrate  Mr.  Hastings's  plans 
of  economy  and  finance,  without  considering  the  injustice 
and  cruelty  of  delivering  up  a  man  to  the  hereditary  enemy 
of  his  family. 

It  is  known,  my  lords,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  besides  having 
received  proposals  for  delivering  up  the  beautiful  country  of 
Benares,  that  garden  of  God,  as  it  is  styled  in  India,  to  that 
monster,  that  rapacious  tyrant,  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  who,  with 
his  gang  of  mercenary  troops,  had  desolated  his  own  country 
like  a  swarra  of  locusts ;  had  purposed,  likewise,  to  seize 
Cheit  Sing's  own  patrimonial  forts,  which  was  nothing  less 
than  to  take  from  him  the  residence  of  his  women  and  his 
children,  the  seat  of  his  honor,  the  place  in  which  the  re- 
maining treasures  and  last  hopes  of  his  family  were  centered. 
By  the  Gentoo  law,  every  lord  or  supreme  magistrate  is  bound 
to  construct,  and  to  live  in  such  a  fort.  It  is  the  usage  of 
India,  and  is  a  matter  of  state  and  dignity,  as  well  as  of  pro- 
priety, reason,  and  defence.  It  was  probably  an  apprehension 
of  being  injured  in  this  tender  point,  as  well  as  a  knowledge 
of  the  proposal  made  by  the  nabob,  which*  induced  Cheit 
Sing  to  offer  to  buy  himself  off ;  although  it  does  not  ap- 
pear from  any  part  of  the  evidence,  that  he  assigned  any 
other  reason  than  that  of  Mr.  Hastings  intending  to  exact 
from  him  six  lacks  of  rupees  over  and  above  his  other  ex- 
actions. 

Mr.  Hastings  indeed  almost  acknowledges  the  existence  of 
this  plot  against  the  rajah,  and  his  being  the  author  of  it. 
He  says,  without  any  denial  of  the  fact,  that  the  rajah  sus- 
pected some  strong  acts  to  be  intended  against  him,  and 
therefore  asked  Mr.  Markham,  whether  he  could  not  buy 
them  off,  and  obtain  Mr.  Hastings's  favor  by  the  pa3rment 
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of  £200,000.  Mr.  Markham  gave,  as  his  opinion,  that 
£200,000  was  not  sufficient ;  and  the  next  day  the  rajah 
offered  £20,000  more,  in  all  £220,000.  The  negotiation, 
however,  broke  off ;  and  why  ?  Not,  as  Mr.  Markham  says 
he  conjectured,  because  the  rajah  had  learned  that  Mr.  Hast- 
ings had  no  longer  an  intention  of  imposing  these  six  lacks, 
or  something  to  that  effect,  and  therefore  retracted  his  offer ; 
but  because  that  offer  had  been  rejected  by  Mr.  Hastings. 

Let  us  hear  what  reason  the  man,  who  was  in  the  true 
secret,  gives  for  not  accepting  the  rajah's  offer.  ''I  rejected," 
says  Mr.  Hastings,  '^  the  offer  of  twenty  lacks,  with  which 
the  rajah  would  have  compromised  for  his  guilt  when  it  was 
too  late."  My  lords,  he  best  knows  what  the  motives  of  his 
own  actions  were.  He  says,  the  offer  was  made  *^  when  it 
was  too  late."  Had  he  previously  told  the  rajah  what  sum 
of  money  he  would  be  required  to  pay,  in  order  to  buy  him- 
self off ;  or  had  he  required  him  to  name  any  sum  which  he 
was  willing  to  pay  ?  Did  he,  after  having  refused  the  offer 
made  by  the  rajah,  say,  Come,  and  make  me  a  better  offer, 
or  upon  such  a  day  I  shall  declare  that  your  offers  are  inad- 
missible ?  No  such  thing  appears.  Your  lordships  will  fur- 
ther remark,  that  Mr.  Hastings  refused  the  £200,000  at  a 
time  when  the  exigencies  of  the  company  were  so  pressing, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  rob,  pilfer,  and  steal  upon  every  side ; 
at  a  time  when  he  was  borrowing  £40,000  from  Mr.  Sulli- 
van in  one  morning,  and  raising  by  other  under  jobs  £27,000 
more.  In  the  distress  which  his  own  extravagance  and  prodi- 
gality had  involved  him,  £200,000  would  have  been  a 
weighty  benefit,  although  derived  from  his  villany ;  but 
this  relief  he  positively  refused,  because,  says  he,  the  offer 
came  too  late.  From  these  words,  my  lords,  we  may  infer, 
that  there  was  a  time  when  the  offer  would  not  have  been 
"  too  late  ;  " — a  period  at  which  it  would  have  been  readily 
accepted.  No  such  thing  appears.  There  is  not  a  trace  upon 
your  minutes,  not  a  trace  in  the  correspondence  of  the  com- 
pany to  prove,  that  the  rajah  would,  at  any  time,  have  been 
permitted  to  buy  himself  off  from  this  complicated  tyranny. 
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I  have  already  stated  a  curious  circumstance  in  this  pro- 
ceeding, to  which  I  must  again  beg  leave  to  direct  your  lord- 
ships' attention.  Does  it  any  where  appear  in  that  corre- 
spondence, or  in  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Bonn,  of  Mr.  Mark- 
ham,  or  of  any  human  being,  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  ever 
told  Cheit  Sing  with  what  sum  he  should  be  satisfied  ? 
There  is  evidence  before  you  directly  in  proof,  that  they  did 
not  know  the  amount.  Not  one  person  knew  what  his 
intention  was,  when  he  refused  this  j£200,000.  For  when 
he  met  Mr.  Markham  at  Bauglepore,  and  for  the  first  time 
mentioned  the  sum  of  £600,000  as  the  fine  he  meant  to 
exact,  Mr.  Markham  was  astonished  and  confounded  at  its 
magnitude.  He  tells  you  this  himself.  It  appears,  then, 
that  neither  Cheit  Sing  nor  the  resident  at  Benares  (who 
ought  to  have  been  in  the  secret,  if  upon  such  an  occasion 
secrecy  is  allowable)  ever  knew  what  the  terms  were. 
The  rajah  was  in  the  dark  ;  he  was  left  to  feel,  blindfold, 
how  much  money  could  relieve  him  from  the  iniquitous  in- 
tentions of  Mr.  Hastings  ;  and  at  last  he  is  told  that  his  offer 
comes  too  late,  without  having  ever  been  told  the  period  at 
which  it  would  have  been  well  timed,  or  the  amount  it  was 
proposed  to  take  from  him.  Is  this,  my  lords,  the  proper 
way  to  adjudge  a  fine  ? 

Your  lordships  wilt  now  be  pleased  to  adv^ert  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  defends  himself  and  these  proceedings. 
He  says,  "  I  rejected  this  offer  of  twenty  lacks,  with  which 
the  rajah  would  have  compromised  for  his  guilt  when  it 
was  too  late."  If  by  these  words  he  means  too  late  to 
answer  the  purpose  for  which  he  has  said  the  fine  was 
designed,  namely,  the  relief  of  the  company,  the  ground  of 
his  defence  is  absolutely  false ;  for  it  is  notorious,  that  at 
the  time  refened  to,  the  company's  affairs  were  in  the  great- 
est distress. 

I  will  next  call  your  lordships'  attention  to  the  projected 
sale  of  Benares  to  the  nabob  of  Oude.  <<If,"  says  Mr. 
Hastings,  "  I  ever  talked  of  selling  the  company's  sovereignty 
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over  Benares  to  the  nabob  of  Oude,  it  was  but  in  terrarem  ; 
and  no  subsequent  act  of  mine  warrants  the  supposition  of 
my  having  seriously  intended  it."     And  in  another  place  he 
says,  "  If  I  ever  threatened  " — ^Your  lordships  will  remark, 
that  he  puts  hypothetically  a  matter,  the  reality  of  which  he 
has  got  to  be  solemnly  declared  on  an  affidavit,  and  in  a  nar-- 
rative  to  the  truth  of  which  he  has  deposed  upon  oath.     ''  If 
I  ever  threatened,"  says  he,  "  to  dispossess  the  rajah  of  his 
territories,  it  is  no  more  than  what  my  predecessors  (without 
rebuke  from  their  superiors,  or  notice  taken  of  the  expres- 
sion) had  wished  and  intended  to  have  done  to  his  father^ 
even  when  the  company  had  no  pretensions  to  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  country.     It  is  no  more  than  such  a  legal  act 
of  sovereignty  as  his  behavior  justified,  and  as  I  was  justified 
in  by  the  intentions  of  my  predecessors.     If  I  pretended  to 
seize  upon  his  forts,  it  was  in  full  conviction  that  a  dependent 
on  the  company,  guaranteed,  maintained,  and  protected  in 
his    country  by  the  company's  arms,  had  no  occasion  for 
forts ;  had  no  right  to  them,  and  could  hold  them  for  no 
other  than  suspected  and  rebellious  purposes.     None  of  the 
company's  other  zemindars  are  permitted  to  maintain  them ; 
and  even  our  ally,  the  nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  has  the  com* 
pany's  troops  in  all  his  garrisons.     Policy  and  public  safety 
absolutely  require  it.     What  state  could  exist,  that  allowed 
its  inferior  members  to  hold  forts  and  garrisons  independent 
of  the  superior  administration  ?    It  is  a  solecism  in  govern* 
ment  to  suppose  it." 

Here  then,  my  lords,  he  first  declares  that  this  was  merely 
done  in  terrarem;  that  he  never  intended  to  execute  the 
abominable  act.  And  will  your  lordships  patiently  endure, 
that  such  terrific  threats  as  these  shall  be  hung,  by  your  gov- 
ernor in  India,  over  the  unhappy  people  that  are  subject  to 
him,  and  protected  by  British  faith  ?  Will  you  permit  that, 
for  the  purpose  of  extorting  money,  a  governor  shall  hold 
out  the  terrible  threat  of  delivering  a  tributary  prince  and 
his  people,  bound  hand  and  foot,  into  the  power  of  their  per- 
fidious enemies  ? 
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The  terror,  occasioned  by  threatening  to  take  from  him  his 
forts,  can  only  be  estimated  by  considering,  that  agreeably  to 
the  religion  and  prejudices  of  Hindoos,  the  forts  are  the 
places  in  which  their  women  are  lodged ;  in  which,  according 
to  their  notions,  their  honor  is  deposited,  and  in  which  is 
lodged  all  the  wealth  that  they  can  save  against  an  evil 
day,  to  purchase  off  the  vengeance  of  an  enemy.     These 
forts,  Mr.  Hastings  says,  he  intended  to  take,  because  the 
rajah  could  hold  them  for  no  other  than   rebellious  and  sus- 
pected purposes.    Now  I  will  show  your  lordships  that  the 
man,  who  has  the  horrible  audacity  to  make  this  declaration, 
did  himself  assign  to  the  rajah  these  very  forts.     He  put 
him  in  possession  of  them ;  and  when  there  was  a  dispute 
about  the  nabob's  rights  to  them  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
company's  on  the  other,  did  confirm  them  to  this  man.     The 
paper  shall  be  produced,  that  you  may  have  before  your  eyes 
the  gross  contradictions  into  which  his  rapacity  and  acts  of 
arbitrary  power  have  betrayed  him.     Thank  God,  my  lords, 
men  that  are  greatly  guilty  are  never  wise.     I  repeat  it,  men 
that  are  greatly  guilty  are  never  wise.     In  their  defence  of 
one  crime  they  are  sure  to  meet  the  ghost  of  some  former 
defence,  which,  like  the  spectre  in  Yirgil,  drives  them  back. 
The  prisoner  at  your  bar,  like  the  hero  of  the  poet,  when  he 
attempts  to  make  his  escape  by  one  evasion,  is  stopped  by  the 
appearance  of  some  former  contradictory  averment.    If  he  at- 
tempts to  escape  by  one  door,  there  his  criminal  allegations 
of  one  kind  stop  him ;  if  he  attempts  to  escape  at  another, 
the  facts  and  allegations  intended  for  some  other  wicked 
purpose  stare  him  full  in  the  face. 

Quacunque  viam  aibi  fraude  petivit 
SucceBf  am  Dea  dira  negat. 

The  paper  I  hold  in  my  hand  contains  Nundcomar's  accu- 
sation of  Mr.  Hastings.  It  consists  of  a  variety  of  charges ; 
and  I  will  first  read  to  you  what  is  said  by  Nundcomar  of 
these  forts,  which  it  is  pretended  could  be  held  for  none  but 
suspicious  and  rebellious  purposes. 
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*<At  the  time  Mr.  Hastings  was  going  to  Benares,  he 
desired  me  to  give  him  an  account  in  writing  of  any  lands 
which,  though  properly  belonging  to  the  subah  of  Bahar, 
might  have  come  under  the  dominion  of  Bulwant  Sing,  that 
they  might  be  recovered  from  his  son  rajah  Cheit  Sing.  The 
pergunnahs  of  Eera,  Mungrora,  and  Bidjigur  were  exactly  io 
this  situation,  having  been  usurped  by  Bulwant  Sing  from 
the  subah  of  Bahar.  I  accordingly  delivered  to  Mr.  Hast- 
ings the  accounts  of  them  from  the  entrance  of  the  compa- 
ny upon  the  dewanny  to  the  year  1179  of  the  Pussel  era, 
stated  at  twenty-four  lacks.  Mr.  Hastings  said,  ^  Give  a  copy 
of  this  to  Roy  Radha  Churn,  that  if  Cheit  Sing  is  backward 
in  acknowledging  this  claim,  Radha  Churn  may  answer  and 
confute  him.'  Why  Mr.  Hastings,  when  he  arrived  at  Be- 
nares, and  had  called  rajah  Cheit  Sing  before  him,  left  these 
countries  still  in  the  rajah's  usurpations,  it  remains  with  Mr. 
Hastings  to  explain." 

This  is  Nundcomar's  charge ;  here  follows  Mr.  Hastings^s 
reply ;  "  I  recollect  an  information  given  me  by  Nundcomar, 
concerning  the  pretended  usurpations  made  by  the  rajah  of 
Benares,  of  the  pergunnahs  of  Kera,  Mungrora,  and  Bidjigur." 
Your  lordships  will  recollect,  that  Bidjigur  is  one  of  those 
very  forts  which  he  declares  could  not  be  held  but  for  suspi- 
cious and  rebellious  purposes.  "  I  do  not  recollect  his  men- 
tioning it  again,  when  I  set  out  for  Benares,  neither  did  I 
ever  intimate  the  subject,  either  to  Cheit  Sing  or  his  minis- 
ters, because  I  knew  I  could  not  support  the  claim  :  and  to 
have  made  it  and  dropped  it,  would  have  been,  in  every 
sense,  dishonorable.  Not  that  I  passed  by  it  with  indiffer- 
ence or  inattention.  I  took  pains  to  investigate  the  founda- 
tion of  this  title,  and  recommended  it  to  the  particular 
inquiry  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  who  was  the  chief  of  Patna,  at 
the  time  in  which  I  received  the  first  intimation.  The  fol- 
lowing letter  and  voucher,  which  I  received  from  him,  con- 
tain a  complete  statement  of  this  pretended  usurpation." 

These  vouchers  will  answer  our  purpose,  fully  to  establbh 
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that  in  his  opinion,  the  claim  of  the  English  government 
upon  those  forts,  was  at  that  time  totally  unfounded,  and  so 
absurd,  that  he  did  not  even  dare  to  mention  it.  This  fort 
of  Bidjigur,  the  most  considerable  in  the  country,  and  of 
which  we  shall  have  much  to  say  hereafter,  is  the  place  in 
which  Cheit  Sing  had  deposited  his  women  and  family. 
That  fortress  did  Mr.  Hastings  himself  give  to  this  very 
man,  deciding  in  his  favor  as  a  judge  upon  an  examination, 
and  after  an  inquiry :  and  yet  he  noW  declares,  that  he  had 
no  right  to  it,  and  that  he  could  not  hold  it  but  for  wicked 
and  rebellious  purposes.  But,  my  lords,  when  he  changed 
this  language,  he  had  resolved  to  take  away  these  forts, — to 
destroy  them, — ^to  root  the  rajah  out  of  every  place  of  re- 
fuge^-out  of  every  secure  place  in  which  he  could  hide  his 
head,  or  screen  himself  from  the  rancor,  revenge,  avarice, 
and  malice  of  his  ruthless  foe.  He  was  resolved  to  have 
them,  although  he  had,  upon  the  fullest  conviction  of  the 
rajah's  right,  given  them  to  this  very  man,  and  put  him  into 
the  absolute  possession  of  them. 

Again,  my  lords,  did  he,  when  Cheit  Sing,  in  1775,  was 
put  in  possession  by  the  potta  of  the  governor-general  and 
council,  which  contains  an  enumeration  of  the  names  of  all 
the  places  which  were  given  up  to  him,  and  consequently 
of  this  among  the  rest, — did  he,  either  before  he  put  the 
question  in  council  upon  that  potta,  or  afterwards,  tell  the 
council  they  were  going  to  put  forts  into  the  man's  hands,  to 
which  he  had  no  right,  and  which  could  be  held  only  for 
rebellious  and  suspected  purposes  ?  We  refer  your  lordships 
to  the  places  in  which  all  these  transactions  are  mentioned, 
and  you  will  there  find  Mr.  Hastings  took  no  one  exception 
whatever  against  them  ;  nor,  till  he  was  resolved  upon  the 
destruction  of  this  unhappy  man,  did  he  ever  so  much  as 
mention  them.  It  was  not  till  then,  that  he  discovers  the 
possession  of  these  forts  by  the  rajah  to  be  a  solecism  in 
government 

After  quoting  the  noble  examples  of  Sujah  Dowlah,  and 
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the  other  persons  whom  I  have  mentioned  to  yon,  he    pro- 
ceeds to  say,  that  some  of  his  predecessors,  without  any  pre- 
tensions to  sovereign  authority,  endeavored  to  get  these  forts 
into  their  possession  ;  and   "  I  was  justified,"  says  he,  **  by 
the  intention  of  my  predecessors."     Merciful  God !  if  any 
thing  can  surpass  what  he  has  said  before,  it  is  this :  My  pre- 
decessors, without  any  title  of  sovereignty,  without  any  right 
whatever,  wished   to  get  these   forts   into   their  power ;    I 
therefore  have  a  right  to  do  what  they  wished  to  do ;  and  I 
am  justified,  not  by  the  acts,  but  by  the  intentions  of  my 
predecessors.     At  the  same   time  he  knows  that  these  prede- 
cessors had  been  reprobated  by  the  company  for  this  part  of 
their  proceedings  ;  he  knew  that  he  was  sent  there  to  intro- 
duce a  better  system,  and  to  put  an  end  to  this  state  of  ra-^ 
pacity.      Still,  whatever  his  predecessors  wished^  however 
unjust  and  violent  it  might  be,  when  the  sovereignty  came 
into  his  hands,  ho  maintains  that  he  had  a  right  to  do  all 
which  they  were  desirous  of  accomplishing.     Thus  the  enor- 
mities formerly  practised,  which  the  company  sent  him  to 
correct,  became  a  sacred  standard  for  his  imitation. 

Your  lordships  will  observe,  that  he  slips  in  the  word 
sovereignty,  and  forgets  compact ;  because  it  is  plain,  and 
your  lordships  must  perceive  it,  that  wherever  he  uses  the 
word  sovereignty,  he  uses  it  to  destroy  the  authority  of  all 
compacts ;  and  accordingly  in  the  passage  now  before  us  he 
declares,  that  there  is  an  invalidity  in  all  compacts  entered 
into  in  India,  from  the  nature,  state,  and  constitution  of  that 
empire.  "  From  the  disorderly  form  of  its  government,"  says 
he,  "  there  is  an  invalidity  in  all  compacts  and  treaties  what- 
ever." Persons  who  had  no  treaty  with  the  rajah  wished, 
says  he,  to  rob  him :  therefore  I,  who  have  a  treaty  with 
him,  and  call  myself,  his  sovereign,  have  a  right  to  realize  all 
their  wishes. 

But  the  fact  is,  my  lords,  that  his  predecessors  never  did 
propose  to  deprive  Bulwant  Sing,  the  father  of  Cheit  Sing, 
of  his  zemindary.     They,  indeed,  wished  to  have  had  the 
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dewanny  transferred  to  them  in  the  manner  it  has  since  been 
transferred  to  the  company.  Tliey  wished  to  receive  his 
rents,  and  to  be  made  an  intermediate  party  between  him 
and  the  Mogul  emperor,  his  sovereign.  These  predecessors 
had  entered  into  no  compact  with  the  man :  they  were  ne- 
gotiating with  his  sovereign  for  the  transfer  of  the  dewan- 
ny or  stewardship  of  the  country,  which  transfer  was  after- 
wards actually  executed ;  but  they  were  obliged  to  give  the 
country  itself  back  again  to  Bulwant  Sing,  with  a  guarantee 
against  all  the  pretensions  of  Sujah  Dowlah,  who  had  tyran- 
nically assumed  an  arbitrary  power  over  it.  This  power  the 
predecessors  of  Mr.  Hastings  might  also  have  wished  to  as- 
sume :  and  he  may  therefore  say,  according  to  the  mode  of 
reasoning  which  he  has  adopted,  whatever  they  wished  to 
do,  but  never  succeeded  in  doing,  I  may  and  ought  to  do  of 
my  own  will.  Whatever  fine  Sujah  Dowlah  would  have 
exacted  I  will  exact.  I  will  penetrate  into  that  tiger's  bosom, 
and  discover  the  latent  seeds  of  rapacity  and  injustice  which 
lurk  there,  and  I  will  make  him  the  subject  of  my  imitation. 

These  are  the  principles  upon  which,  without  accuser, 
without  judge,  without  inquiry,  he  resolved  ta  lay  a  fine  of 
£600,000  on  Cheit  Sing  ! 

In  order  to  bind  himself  to  a  strict  fulfilment  of  this  reso- 
lution he  has  laid  down  another  very  extraordinary  doctrine. 
He  has  laid  it  down  as  a  sort  of  canon,  (in  injustice  and  cor- 
ruption,) that  whatever  demand,  whether  just  or  unjust,  a 
man  declares  his  intention  of  making  upon  another,  he  should 
exact  the  precise  sum  which  he  has  determined  upon,  and 
that  if  he  takes  any  thing  less,  it  is  a  proof  of  corruption.  "  I 
have,"  says  he,  "  shown  by  this  testimony,  that  I  never  in- 
tended to  make  any  communication  to  Cheit  Sing  of  taking 
less  than  the  fifty  lacks,  which  in  my  own  mind  I  had  re- 
solved to  exact."  And  he  adds,  ''I  shall  make  my  last  and 
solemn  appeal  to  the  breast  of  every  man  who  shall  read  this, 
whether  it  is  likely,  or  morally  possible,  that  I  should  have 
tied  down  my  own  future  conduct  to  so  decided  a  process  and 
7* 
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series  of  acts,  if  I  had  secretly  intended  to  threaten,  or  to  uae 
a  degree  of  violence,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  draw  from 
the  object  of  it  a  mercenary  atonement  for  my  own  private 
emolument,  and  suffer  all  this  tumult  to  terminate  in  an  os- 
tensible and  unsubstantial  submission  to  the  authority  which 
I  represented." 

He  had  just  before  said,  "  If  I  ever  talked  of  selling  the 
company's  sovereignty  to  the  nabob  of  Oude,  it  was  only  «9t 
terroremy  In  the  face  of  this  assertion,  he  here  gives  you 
to  understand,  he  never  held  out  any  thing  in  terroremj  bat 
what  he  intended  to  execute.  But  we  will  show  you,  that 
in  fact  he  had  reserved  to  himself  a  power  of  acting  pro  re 
natd :  and  that  he  intended  to  compound  or  not,  just  as  an- 
swered his  purposes  upon  this  occasion.  <'  I  admit,"  he  says, 
'*  that  I  did  not  enter  it "  (the  intention  of  fining  Cheit  Sing) 
'^  on  the  consultations,  because  it  was  not  necessary ;  even 
this  plan  itself  of  the  fine  was  not  a  fixed  plan,  but  to  be 
regulated  by  circumstances,  both  as  to  the  substantial  execu- 
tion of  it  and  the  mode."  Now  here  is  a  man  who  has  given 
it  in  a  sworn  narrative,  that  he  did  not  intend  to  have  a  far- 
thing less.  Why  ?  "  Because  I  should  have  menaced  and 
done  as  in  former  times  has  been  done ;  made  great  and  vio- 
l«nt  demands  which  I  reduced  afterwards  for  my  own  corrupt 
purposes."  Yet  he  tells  you  in  the  course  of  the  same  de- 
fence, but  in  another  paper,  that  he  had  no  fixed  plan,  that 
he  did  not  know  whether  he  should  exact  a  fine  at  all,  or 
what  should  be  his  mode  of  executing  it. 

My  lords,  what  shall  we  say  to  this  man,  who  declares, 
that  it  would  be  a  proof  of  corruption,  not  to  exact  the  full 
sum,  which  he  had  threatened  to  exact,  but  who  finding  that 
this  doctrine  would  press  hard  upon  him,  and  be  considered 
as  a  proof  of  cruelty  and  injustice,  turns  round  and  declares 
he  had  no  intention  of  exacting  any  thing  ?  What  shall  we 
say  to  a  man,  who  thus  reserves  his  determination,  who 
threatens  to  sell  a  tributary  prince  to  a  tyrant,  and  cannot 
decide  whether  he  should  take  from  him  his  forts,  and  pil« 
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lage  him  of  all  he  had  ;  whether  he  should  raise  £500,000 
upon  him,  whether  he  should  accept  the  £220,000  offered, 
(which  by  the  way  we  never  knew  of  till  long  after  the 
whole  transaction,)  whether  he  should  do  any  or  all  of  those 
things,  and  then  by  his  own  account  going  up  to  Benares, 
without  having  resolved  any  thing  upon  this  important  sub- 
ject? 

My  lords,  I  will  now  assume  the  hypothesis,  that  he  at  last 
discovered  sufficient  proof  of  rebellious  practices ;  still  even 
this  gave  him  no  right  to  adduce  such  rebellion  in  justifi- 
cation of  resolutions  which  he  had  taken,  of  acts  which  he 
had  done,  before  he  knew  any  thing  of  its  existence.  To 
such  a  plea  we  answer,  and  your  lordships  will  every  one  of 
you  answer,  you  shall  not  by  a  subsequent  discovery  of  re- 
hellioiis  practices,  which  you  did  not  know  at  the  time,  and 
which  you  did  not  even  believe,  as  you  have  expressly  told 
us  here,  justify  your  conduct  prior  to  that  discovery. 

If  the  conspiracy  which  he  falsely  imputes  to  Gheit  Sing ; 
if  that  wild  scheme  of  driving  the  English  out  of  India  had 
existed ;  think  in  what  miserable  circumstances  we  stand  as 
prosecutors  and  your  lordships  as  judges,'  if  we  admit  a  dis- 
covery to  be  pleaded  in  justification  of  antecedent  acts,  found- 
ed upon  Che  assumed  existence  of  that  which  he  had  no  sort 
of  proof,  knowledge,  or  beUef  of ! 

My  lords,  we  shall  now  proceed  to  another  circumstance, 
not  less  culpable  in  itself,  though  less  shocking  to  your  feel- 
ings than  those  to  which  I  have  already  called  your  atten- 
tion ;  a  circumstance  which  throws  a  strong  presumption  of 
guilt  upon  every  part  of  the  prisoner's  conduct.  Having 
fonned  all  these  infernal  plots  in  his  mind,  but  uncertain 
which  of  them  he  should  execute,  uncertain  what  sums  of 
money  he  should  extort,  whether  he  should  deliver  up  the 
rajah  to  his  enemy,  or  pillage  his  forts ;  he  goes  up  to  Be- 
nares; but  he  first  delegates  to  himself  all  the  powers  of 
government,  both  civil  and  military,  in  the  countries,  which 
he  was  going  to  visit. 
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My  lords,  we  have  asserted  in  our  charge,  that  this  delega- 
tion and  division  of  power  was  illegal.  He  invested  himself 
with  this  authority ;  for  he  was  the  majority  in  the  council. 
Mr.  Wheler*s  consent  or  dissent  signifying  nothing.  He  gave 
himself  powers  which  the  act  of  parliament  did  not  give  him. 
He  went  up  to  Benares  with  an  illegal  commission,  civil  and 
military ;  and  to  prove  this  I  shall  beg  leave  to  read  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  parliament.  I  shall  show  what  the 
creature  ought  to  be,  by  showing  the  law  of  the  creator : 
what  the  legislature  of  Great  Britain  meant  that  governor 
Hastings  should  be,  not  what  he  made  himself. 

[Mr.  Burke  then  read  the  seventh  section  of  the  act.] 

Now  we  do  deny  that  there  is  by  this  act  given,  or 
that  under  this  act  there  can  be  given,  to  the  government  of 
India  a  power  of  dividing  its  unity  into  two  parts,  each  of 
which  shall  separately  be  a  unity,  and  possess  the  power 
given  to  the  whole.  Yet,  my  lords,  an  agreement  was  made 
between  him  and  Mr.  Wheler,  that  he  (Mr.  Hastings)  should 
have  every  power  civil  and  military,  in  the  upper  provinces, 
and  that  Mr.  Wheler  should  enjoy  equal  authority  in  the  lower 
ones. 

Now,  to  show  you  that  it  is  impossible  for  such  an  agree- 
ment to  be  legal,  we  must  refer  you  to  the  constitution  of  the 
company's  government.  The  whole  power  is  vested  in  the 
council,  where  all  questions  are  to  be  decided  by  a  majority 
of  voices,  and  the  members  are  directed  to  record  in  the 
minutes  of  their  proceedings  not  only  the  questions  decided, 
but  the  grounds  upon  which  each  individual  member  founds 
his  vote.  Now  although  the  council  is  competent  to  delegate 
its  authority  for  any  specific  purpose  to  any  servant  of  the 
company,  yet  to  admit  that  it  can  delegate  its  authority  genr 
erally,  without  reserving  the  means  of  deliberation  and  con- 
trol, would  be  to  change  the  whole  constitution.  By  such  a 
proceeding  the  government  may  be  divided  into  a  number  of 
independent  governments,  without  a  common  deliberative 
council  and  control.     This  deliberative  capacity,  which  is  so 
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Strictly  guarded  by  the  obligation  of  recording  its  consulta- 
tions, would  be  totally  annihilated,  if  the  council  divided 
itself  into  independent  parts,  each  acting  according  to  its  own 
discretion.  There  is  no  similar  instance  in  law,  there  is  no 
similar  instance  in  policy.  The  conduct  of  these  men  implies 
a  direct  contradiction,  and  you  will  see,  by  the  agreement 
they  made  to  support  each  other,  that  they  were  themselves 
conscious  of  the  illegality  of  this  proceeding. 

After  Mr.  Hastings  had  conferred  absolute  power  upon 
himself  during  his  stay  in  the  upper  provinces,  by  an  order 
of  council  (of  which  council  he  was  himself  a  majority)  he 
entered  the  following  minute  in  the  consultations :  "  The 
governor-general  delivers  in  the  following  minute.  In  my 
minute  which  I  laid  before  the  court  on  the  21st  of  May, 
I  expressed  the  satisfaction  with  which  I  could  at  this  junc- 
ture leave  the  presidency,  from  the  mutual  confidence  which 
was  happily  established  between  Mr.  Wheler  and  me.  I 
now  readily  repeat  that  sentiment,  and  observe  with  pleasure 
that  Mr.  Wheler  confirms  it.  Before  my  departure,  it  is  prob- 
able that  we  shall  in  concert  have  provided  at  the  board  for 
almost  every  important  circmnstance  that  can  eventually 
happen  during  my  absence  ;  but  if  any  should  occur  for 
which  no  previous  provision  shall  have  been  made  in  the 
resolutions  of  the  board,  Mr.  Wheler  may  act  with  immediate 
decision  and  with  the  fullest  confidence  of  my  support,  in  all 
such  emergencies,  as  well  as  in  conducting  the  ordinary  busi- 
ness of  the  presidency,  and  in  general  in  all  matters  of  this 
government,  excepting  those  which  may  specially  or  gener- 
ally be  entrusted  to  me.  Mr.  Wheler  during  my  absence  may 
consider  himself  as  possessed  of  the  full  powers  of  the  gov- 
ernor-general and  council  of  this  government,  as  in  effect  he 
is  by  the  constitution  ;  and  he  may  be  assured  that  so  far  as 
my  sanction  and  concurrence  shall  be,  or  be  deemed,  neces- 
sary to  the  confirmation  of  his  measures,  he  shall  receive 
them." 

Now  here  is  a  compact  of  iniquity  between  these  two 
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duumvirs.  They  each  give  to  the  other  the  full,  complete, 
and  perfect  powers  of  the  government,  and  in  order  to  secure 
themselves  against  any  obstacles  that  might  arise,  they  mutu* 
ally  engage  to  ratify  each  other's  acts ;  and  they  say,  this  is 
not  illegal,  because  Lord  Comwallis  has  had  such  a  deputa- 
tion. I  must  first  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  no  man  can 
justify  himself  in  doing  any  illegal  act  by  its  having  been 
done  by  another  ]  much  less  can  he  justify  his  own  illegal  act 
by  pleading  an  act  of  the  same  kind  done  subsequently  to 
his  act ;  because  the  latter  may  have  been  done  in  conse- 
quence of  his  bad  example.  Men  justify  their  acts  in  two 
ways,  by  law  and  by  precedent ;  the  former  asserts  the 
right,  the  latter  presumes  it  from  the  example  of  others.  But 
can  any  man  justify  an  act,  because  ten  or  a  dozen  years 
after,  another  man  has  done  the  same  thing  ?  Good  Heavens ! 
was  there  ever  such  a  doctrine  before  heard  ?  Suppose  Lord 
Cornwallis  to  have  done  wrong  ;  suppose  him  to  have  acted 
illegally ;  does  that  clear  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  ?  No,  on 
the  contrary,  it  aggravates  his  offence,  because  he  has  afforded 
others  an  example  of  corrupt  and  illegal  conduct.  But  if 
even  Lord  Cornwallis  had  preceded,  instead  of  following  him, 
the  example  would  not  have  furnished  a  justification.  There 
is  no  resemblance  in  the  cases.  Lord  Cornwallis  does  not 
hold  his  government  by  the  act  of  1773,  but  by  a  special  act 
made  afterwards;  and  therefore  to  attempt  to  justify  acts 
done  under  one  form  of  appointment,  by  acts  done  under 
another  form,  is  to  the  last  degree  wild  and  absurd. 

Lord  Cornwallis  was  going  to  conduct  a  war  of  great  mag- 
nitude, and  was  consequently  trusted  with  extraordinary  pow- 
ers. He  went  in  the  two  characters  of  governor  and  com- 
mander-in-chief, and  yet  the  legislature  was  sensible  of  the 
doubtful  validity  of  a  governor-general's  carrying  with  him 
the  whole  powers  of  the  council.  But  Mr.  Hastings  was  not 
commander-in-chief,  when  he  assumed  the  whole  military  as 
well  as  civil  power.  Lord  Cornwallis,  as  I  have  just  said, 
was  not  only  commander-in-chief,  but  was  going  to  a  great 
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war,  where  he  might  have  occasion  to  treat  with  the  country 
powers  in  a  civil  capacity ;  and  yet  so  doubtful  was  the  legis- 
lature upon  this  pointy  that  they  passed  a  special  act  to  con- 
firm that  delegation,  and  to  give  him  a  power  of  acting 
under  it. 

My  lords,  we  do  further  contend,  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  no 
right  to  assume  the  character  of  commander-in-chief ;  for  he 
was  no  military  man,  nor  was  he  appointed  by  the  company 
to  that  trust.  His  assumption  of  the  military  authority  was 
a  gross  usurpation.  It  was  an  authority  to  which  he  would 
have  had  no  right,  if  the  whole  powers  of  government  were 
vested  in  him,  and  he  had  carried  his  council  with  him  on 
his  horse.  If,  I  say,  Mr.  Hastings  had  his  council  on  his 
crupper,  he  could  neither  have  given  those  powers  to  himself, 
nor  made  a  partition  of  them  with  Mr.  Wheler.  Could  Lord 
Comwallis  for  instance,  who  carried  with  him  the  power  of 
conunander-in-chief,  and  authority  to  conclude  treaties  with 
9II  the  native  powers ;  could  he,  I  ask,  have  left  a  council 
behind  him  in  Calcutta  with  equal  powers,  who  might  have 
concluded  treaties  in  direct  contradiction  to  those  in  which 
he  was  engaged  ?  Clearly  he  could  not :  therefore  I  contend 
that  this  partition  of  power,  which  supposes  an  integral  au- 
thority in  each  councillor,  is  a  monster  that  cannot  exist 
This  the  parties  themselves  felt  so  strongly,  that  they  were 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  a  stratagem  scarcely  less  absurd 
than  their  divided  assumption  of  power.  They  entered  into 
a  compact  to  confirm  each  other's  acts,  and  to  support  each 
other  in  whatever  they  did ;  thus  attempting  to  give  their 
separate  acts  a  legal  form. 

I  have  further  to  remark  to  your  lordships,  what  has  just 
been  suggested  to  me,  that  it  was  for  the  express  purpose  of 
legalizing  Lord  Cornwallis's  delegation,  that  he  was  made 
commander-in-chief  as  well  as  governor-general  by  the  act. 

The  next  plea  urged  by  Mr.  Hastings  is  conveniency. 
"  It  was  convenient,^^  he  says,  "  for  me  to  do  this."  I  answer, 
no  perspn  acting  with  delegated  power  can  delegate  that 
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power  to  another.  Delegatus  non  potest  delegare,  is  a  maxim 
of  law ;  much  less  has  he  a  right  to  supersede  the  law  and 
the  principle  of  his  own  delegation  and  appointment,  upon 
any  idea  of  convenience.     But  what  was  the  conveniency  ? 
There   was  no  one  professed  object  connected  with    Mr. 
Hastings's  going  up  to  Benares,  which  might  not  as  well  have 
been  attained  in  Calcutta.     The  only  difference  wonld  have 
been,  that,  in  the  latter  case,  he  must  have  entered  some  part 
of  his  proceedings  upon  the  consultations,  whether  he  wished 
it  or  not.     If  he  had  a  mind  to  negotiate  with  the  vizier,  he 
had  a  resident  at  his  court,  and  the  vizier  had  a  resident  in 
CalcuttEu     The  most  solemn  treaties  had  often  been  made 
without  any  governor-general  carrying  up  a  delegation    of 
civil  and  military  power.     If  it  had  been  his  object  to  break 
treaties,  he  might  have  broken  them  at  Calcutta,  as  he  broke 
the  treaty  of  Chunar.     Is  there  an  article  in  that  treaty,  that 
he  might  not  as  well  have  made  at  Calcutta  ?    Is  there  an 
article  that  he  broke,  (for  he  broke  them  all,)  that  he  could 
not  have  broken  at  Calcutta  ?     So  that  whether  pledging  or 
breaking  the  faith  of  the  company,  he  might  have  done  both 
or  either,  without  ever  stirring  from  the  presidency. 

I  can  conceive  a  necessity  so  urgent,  as  to  supersede  all 
laws  ;  but  I  have  no  conception  of  a  necessity  that  can  re- 
quire two  governors-general,  each  forming  separately  a  su-- 
preme  council.  Nay,  to  bring  the  point  home  to  him, — ^if  he 
had  a  mind  to  make  Cheit  Sing  pay  a  fine,  as  he  called  it, 
he  could  have  made  him  do  that  at  Calcutta,  as  well  as  at 
Benares.  He  had  before  contrived  to  make  him  pay  all  the 
extra  demands  that  were  imposed  upon  him ;  and  he  well 
knew  that  he  could  send  Colonel  Camac,  or  somebody  else, 
to  Benares,  with  a  body  of  troops  to  enforce  the  payment. 
Why  then  did  he  go  to  try  experiments  there  in  his  own 
person  ?  For  this  plain  reason  ; — that  he  might  be  enabled 
to  put  such  sums  in  his  own  pocket  as  he  thought  fit.  It  was 
not  and  could  not  be  for  any  other  purpose :  and  I  defy  the 
wit  of  man  to  find  out  any  other. 
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He  says,  my  lords,  that  Cheit  Sing  might  have  resisted,  and 
that  if  he  had  not  been  there,  the  rajah  might  have  fled  with 
his  money  ;  or  raised  a  rebellion  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding 
payment.  Why  then,  we  ask,  did  he  not  send  an  army  ? 
We  ask,  whether  Mr.  Markham,  with  an  army  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Popbam,  or  Mr.  Fowke,  or  any  other  resi- 
dent, was  not  much  more  likely  to  exact  a  great  sum  of  money 
than  Mr.  Hastings  without  an  army  ?  My  lords,  the  answer 
must  be  in  the  affirmative ;  it  is  therefore  evident,  that  no 
necessity  could  exist  for  his  presence,  and  that  his  presence 
and  conduct  occasioned  his  being  defeated  in  this  matter. 

We  find  this  man  surmed  with  an  illegal  commission,  un- 
dertaking an  enterprise  which  he  has  since  said  was  perilous ; 
which  proved  to  be  perilous,  and  in  which,  as  he  has  told  us 
himself,  the  existence  of  the  British  empire  in  India  was  in* 
volved.  The  talisman,  (your  lordships  will  remember  his  use 
of  the  word,)  that  charm  which  kept  all  India  in  order ;  which 
kept  mighty  and  warlike  nations  under  the  government  of  a 
few  Englishmen,  would,  I  verily  believe  have  been  broken 
for  ever,  i{  he,  or  any  other  governor-general,  good  or  bad, 
had  been  killed.  Infinite  mischiefs  would  have  followed  such 
an  event.  The  situation  in  which  he  placed  himself,  by  his 
own  misconduct,  was  pregnant  with  danger ;  and  he  put 
himself  in  the  way  of  that  danger,  without  having  any  armed 
force  worth  mentioning  ;  although  he  has  acknowledged  that 
Cheit  Sing  had  then  an  immense  force.  In  fact  the  demand 
of  two  thousand  cavalry  proves  that  he  considered  the  rajah's 
army  to  be  formidable  :  yet,  notwithstanding  this,  with  four 
companies  of  sepoys,  poorly  armed  and  ill-provisioned,  he 
went  to  invade  that  fine  country,  and  to  force  from  its  sove- 
reign a  sum  of  money,  the  payment  of  which  he  had  reason 
to  think  would  be  resisted.  He  thus  rashly  hazarded  his  own 
being,  and  the  being  of  all  his  people. 

But,  says  he,  '^  I  did  not  imagine  the  rajah  intended  to  go 
into  rebellion,  and  therefore  went  unarmed."  Why  then  was 
his  presence  necessary  ?  why  did  he  not  send  an  order  from 


108  SPEECH   IN  THE  IMPEACHMENT  OF 

Cakutta  for  the  payment  of  the  money  ?  But  what  did  he 
do  when  he  got  there  ?  "  I  waa  alarmed,"  says  he,  "  for  the 
rajah  surrounded  my  budgerow  with  two  thousand  men — 
that  indicated  a  hostile  disposition."  Well,  if  he  did  so,  what 
precaution  did  Mr.  Hastings  take  for  his  own  safety  ?  Why 
none,  my  lords,  none  ;  he  must  therefore  have  been  either  a 
madman,  a  fool,  or  a  determined  declarer  of  falsehood.  Either 
he  thought  there  was  no  danger,  and  therefore  no  occasion  for 
providing  against  it,  or  he  was  the  worst  of  governors  ;  the 
most  culpably  improvident  of  his  personal  safety,  of  the 
lives  of  his  officers  and  men,  and  of  his  country's  honor. 

The  demand  of  £500,000  was  a  thing  likely  to  irritate  the 
rajah  and  to  create  resistance.  In  fact  he  confesses  this. 
Mr.  Markham  and  he  had  a  discourse  upon  that  subject,  and 
agreed  to  arrest  the  rajah,  because  they  thought  the  enforcing 
this  demand  might  drive  him  to  his  forts,  and  excite  a  rebel* 
lion  in  the  country.  He  therefore  knew  there  was  danger  to 
be  apprehended  from  this  act  of  violence ;  and  yet  knowing 
this,  he  sent  one  unarmed  resident  to  give  the  orders,  and 
four  unarmed  companies  of  sepoys  to  support  him.  He  pro- 
vokes the  people  ;  he  goads  them  with  every  kind  of  insult, 
added  to  every  kind  of  injury,  and  then  rushes  into  the  very 
jaws  of  danger,  provoking  a  formidable  foe  by  the  display  of 
a  puny,  insignificant  force. 

In  expectation  of  danger,  he  seized  the  person  of  the  rajah, 
and  he  pretends  that  the  rajah  suffered  no  disgrace  from  his 
arrest.  But,  my  lords,  we  have  proved,  what  was  stated  by 
the  rajah,  and  was  well  known  to  Mr.  Hastings,  that  to  im- 
prison a  person  of  elevated  station,  in  that  country,  is  to  sub- 
ject him  to  the  highest  dishonor  and  disgrace  ;  and  would 
make  the  person  so  imprisoned  utterly  unfit  to  execute  the 
functions  of  government  ever  after. 

I  have  now  to  state  to  your  lordships  a  transaction,  which 
is  worse  than  his  wantonly  playing  with  the  safety  of  the 
company,  worse  than  his  exacting  sums  of  money  by  fraud 
and  violence.     My  lords,  the  history  of  this  transaction  must 


WARREN  HASTINGS,  £SQ.  109 

be  prefaced,  by  describing  to  your  lordships  the  duty  and 
privileges  attached  to  the  office  of  naib.  A  naib  is  an  officer 
well  known  in  India,  as  the  administrator  of  the  affairs  of  any 
government,  whenever  the  authority  of  the  regular  holder  is 
suspended.  But  although  the  naib  acts  only  as  a  deputy, 
yet,  when  the  power  of  the  principal  is  totally  superseded,  as 
by  imprisonment  or  otherwise,  and  that  of  the  naib  is  sub* 
stituted,  he  becomes  the  actual  sovereign,  and  the  principal 
is  reduced  to  a  mere  pensioner.  1  am  now  to  show  your 
lordships  whom  Mr.  Hastings  appointed  as  naib  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  country,  after  he  had  imprisoned  the  rajah. 

Cheit  Sing  had  given  him  to  understand  through  Mr. 
Markham,  that  he  was  aware  of  the  design  of  suspending 
him,  and  of  placing  his  government  in  the  hands  of  a  naib 
whom  he  greatly  dreaded.  This  person  was  called  Oossaun 
Sing  ;  he  was  a  remote  relation  of  the  family,  and  an  object 
of  their  peculiar  suspicion  and  terror.  The  moment  Cheit 
Sing  was  arrested,  he  found  that  his  prophetic  soul  spoke 
truly ;  for  Mr.  Hastings  actually  appointed  this  very  man  to 
be  his  master.  And  who  was  this  man  ?  We  are  told  by 
Mr.  Markham,  in  his  evidence  here,  that  he  was  a  man  who 
had  dishonored  his  family  ;  he  was  the  disgrace  of  his  house ; 
that  he  was  a  person  who  could  not  be  trusted ;  and  Mr« 
Hastings,  in  giving  Mr.  Markham  full  power  afterwards  ta 
appoint  naibs,  expressly  excepted  this  Oossaun  Sing  from  all 
trust  whatever,  as  a  person  totally  unworthy  of  it.  Yet  this 
Oossaun  Sing,  the  disgrace  and  calamity  of  his  family,  an 
incestuous  adulterer,  and  a  supposed  issue  of  a  guilty  con- 
nection, was  declared  naib.  Yes,  my  lords,  this  degraded, 
this  wicked  and  flagitious  character,  the  rajah's  avowed 
enemy,  was,  in  order  to  heighten  the  rajah's  disgrace,  to  em- 
bitter his  ruin,  to  make  destruction  itself  dishonorable  as  well 
as  destructive,  appointed  this  naib.  Thus,  when  Mr.  Hast^ 
ings  had  imprisoned  the  rajah  in  the  face  of  his  subjects,  and 
in  the  face  of  all  India,  without  fixing  any  term  for  the  dura- 
tion of  his  imprisonment,  he  delivered  up  the  country  to  a 
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man  whom  he  knew  to  be  utterly  undeserving;  a  man 
whom  he  kept  in  view  for  the  purpose  of  frightening  the 
rajah,  and  whom  he  was  obliged  to  depose  on  account  of  bis 
misconduct,  almost  as  soon  as  he  had  named  him ;  and  to 
exclude  specially  from  all  kind  of  trust.  We  have  heard  of 
much  tyranny,  avarice,  and  insult  in  the  world,  but  such  an 
instance  of  tyranny,  avarice,  and  insult  combined  has  never 
before  been  exhibited. 

We  are  now  come  to  the  last  scene  of  this  flagitious  trans- 
action. When  Mr.  Hastings  imprisoned  the  rajah,  he  did 
not  renew  his  demand  for  the  £500,000  ;  but  he  exhibited  a 
regular  charge  of  various  pretended  delinquencies  against  him, 
digested  into  heads,  and  he  called  on  Jiim,  in  a  dilatory,  ir- 
regular way  of  proceeding,  for  an  answer.  The  man,  under 
every  difficulty  and  every  distress,  gave  an  answer  to  every 
particular  of  the  charge,  as  exact  and  punctilious  as  could  have 
been  made  to  articles  of  impeachment  in  this  House. 

I  must  here  request  your  lordships  to  consider  the  order  of 
these  proceedings.  Mr.  Hastings,  having  determined  upon 
the  utter  ruin  and  destruction  of  this  unfortunate  prince,  en- 
deavored by  the  arrest  of  his  person,  by  a  contemptuous 
disregard  to  his  submissive  applications,  by  the  appointment 
of  a  deputy,  who  was  personally  odious  to  him,  and  by  the 
terror  of  still  greater  insults,  he  endeavored,  I  say,  to  goad 
him  on  to  the  commision  of  some  acts  of  resistance,  sufficient 
to  give  a  color  of  justice  to  that  last  dreadful  extremity,  to 
which  he  had  resolved  to  carry  his  malignant  rapacity. 
Failing  in  this  wicked  project,  and  studiously  avoiding  the 
declaration  of  any  terms  upon  which  the  rajah  might  redeem 
himself  from  these  violent  proceedings,  he  next  declared  his 
intention  of  seizing  his  forts,  the  depository  of  his  victim's 
honor,  and  of  the  means  of  his  subsistence.  He  required 
him  to  deliver  up  his  accounts  and  accountants,  together  with 
all  persons  who  were  acquainted  with  the  particulars  of  his 
effects  and  treasures,  for  the  purpose  of  transferring  those 
effects  to  such  persons  as  he  (Mr.  Hastings)  chose  to  nom* 
inate. 
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It  was  at  this  crisis  of  aggravated  insult  and  brutality,  that 
the  indignation,  which  these  proceedings  had  occasioned  in 
the  breasts  of  the  rajah's  subjects,  burst  out  into  an  open  flame. 
The  rajah  had  retired  to  the  last  refuge  of  the  afflicted,  to 
offer  up  prayers  to  his  God  and  our  God,  when  a  vile  chubdar 
or  tipstaff  came  to  interrupt  and  insult  him.  His  alarmed 
and  loyal  subjects  felt  for  a  beloved  sovereign  that  deep  inter- 
est which  we  should  all  feel  if  our  sovereign  were  so  treated. 
What  man  with  a  spark  of  loyalty  in  his  breast, — what  man 
regardful  of  the  honor  of  his  country,  when  he  saw  his  sove- 
reign imprisoned,  and  so  notorious  a  wretch  appointed  his  dep- 
uty, could  be  a  patient  witness  of  such  wrongs  ?  The  subjects 
of  this  unfortunate  prince  did  what  we  should  have  done  ^ 
what  all,  who  love  their  country,  who  love  their  liberty,  who 
love  their  laws,  who  love  their  property,  who  love  their  sove- 
reign, would  have  done  on  such  an  occasion.  They  looked 
upon  him  as  their  sovereign,  although  degraded.  They  were 
unacquainted  with  any  authority  superior  to  his,  and  the 
phantom  of  tyranny,  which  performed  these  oppressive  acts^ 
was  unaccompanied  by  that  force,  which  justifies  submission, 
by  affording  the  plea  of  necessity.  An  unseen  tyrant,  and 
four  miserable  companies  of  sepoys,  executed  all  the  horrible 
things  that  we  have  mentioned.  The  spirit  of  the  rajah's 
subjects  was  roused  by  their  wrongs,  and  encouraged  by  the 
contemptible  weakness  of  their  oppressors.  The  whole  coun- 
try rose  up  in  rebellion,  and  surely  in  justifiable  rebellion* 
Every  writer  on  the  law  of  nations ;— every  man  that  has 
written,  thought,  or  felt  upon  the  affairs  of  government,  must 
write,  know,  think,  and  feel,  that  a  people  so  cruelly  scourged 
and  oppressed,  both  in  the  person  of  their  chief  and  in  their 
own  persons,  were  justified  in  their  resistance.  They  were 
roused  to  vengeance,  and  a  short  but  most  bloody  war  fol- 
lowed. 

We  charge  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  with  all  the  consequen- 
ces of  this  war.  We  charge  him  with  the  murder  of  our 
sepoys,  whom  he  sent  unarmed  to  such  a  dangerous  enter- 
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prise.  We  charge  him  with  the  blood  of  every  man,  that 
was  shed  in  that  place ;  and  we  call  him,  as  we  have  called 
him,  a  tyrant,  an  oppressor,  and  a  murderer.  We  call  him 
murderer  in  the  largest  and  fullest  sense  of  the  word ;  be- 
cause he  was  the  cause  of  the  murder  of  our  English  offi- 
cers and  sepoys,  whom  he  kept  unarmed,  and  unacquainted 
with  the  danger  to  which  they  would  be  exposed  by  the 
violence  of  his  transactions.  He  sacrificed  to  his  own  ne- 
farious views  every  one  of  those  lives,  as  well  as  the  lives 
of  the  innocent  natives  of  Benares,  whom  he  designedly 
drove  to  resistance  by  the  weakness  of  the  force  opposed  to 
them,  after  inciting  them,  by  tyranny  and  insult,  to  that  dis-^ 
play  of  affection  towards  their  sovereign,  which  is  the  duty 
of  all  good  subjects. 

My  lords,  these  are  the  iniquities  which  we  have  charged 
upon  the  prisoner  at  your  bar;  and  I  will  next  call  your 
lordships'  attention  to  the  manner  in  which  these  iniquities 
have  been  pretended  to  be  justified.  You  will  perceive  a 
great  difference  in  the  manner  in  which  this  prisoner  is  tried, 
and  of  which  he  so  much  complains,  and  the  manner  in 
which  he  dealt  with  the  unfortunate  object  of  his  oppres- 
sum.  The  latter  thus  openly  appeals  to  his  accuser,  "  You 
are,"  says  he,  '^  upon  the  spot.  It  is  happy  for  me  that  you 
are  so.  You.  can  now  inquire  into  my  conduct."  Did  Mr. 
Hastings  so  inquire  ?  No,  my  lords,  we  have  not  a  word  of 
any  inquiry ;  he  even  found  fresh  matter  of  charge  in  the 
answer  of  the  rajah ;  although  if  there  is  any  fault  in  thi9 
answer,  it  is  its  extremely  humble  and  submissive  tone.  If 
there  was  any  thing  faulty  in  his  manner,  it  was  his  extreme 
humility  and  submission.  It  is  plain  he  would  have  almost 
submitted  to  any  thing.  He  offered,  in  fact,  £220,000  to 
redeem  himself  from  greater  suffering.  Surely  no  man  going 
into  rebellion  would  offer  £220,000  of  the  treasure,  which 
would  be  so  essential  to  his  success ;  nor  would  any  govern- 
ment, that  was  really  apprehensive  of  rebellion,  call  upon  the 
suspected  person  to  arm  and  discipline  two  thousand  horse. 
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My  lords,  it  is  evident  no  such  apprehensions  were  enter- 
tained ;  nor  was  any  such  charge  made  until  punishment  had 
commenced.  A  vague  accusation  was  then  brought  forward, 
which  was  answered  by  a  clear  and  a  natural  defence,  de- 
nying some  parts  of  the  charge,  evading  and  apologizing  for 
others,  and  desiring  the  whole  to  be  inquired  into.  To  this 
request  the  answer  of  the  governor-general  was.  That  won't 
do,  you  shall  have  no  inquiries.  And  why  ?  Because  I  have 
arbitrary  power,  you  have  no  rights,  and  I  can  and  will  pun- 
ish you  without  inquiry.  I  admit,  that  if  his  will  is  the 
law,  he  may  take  the  charge  before  punishment,  or  the  pun- 
ishment before  the  charge,  or  he  may  punish  without  making 
any  charge.  If  his  will  is  the  law,  all  I  have  been  saying 
amounts  to  nothing.  But  I  have  endeavored  to  let  your 
lordships  see,  that  in  no  country  upon  the  earth  is  the  will 
of  a  despot,  law.  It  may  produce  wicked,  flagitious,  tyran- 
nical acts,  but  in  no  country  is  it  law. 

The  duty  of  a  sovereign  in  cases  of  rebellion,  as  laid  down 
in  the  Hcdaia,  agrees  with  the  general  practice  in  Indisu  It 
was  usual,  except  in  cases  of  notorious  injustice  and  oppres- 
sion, whenever  a  rebellion  or  a  suspicion  of  a  rebellion  ex- 
isted, to  admonish  the  jebellious  party  and  persuade  him  to 
return  to  his  duty.  Causes  of  complaint  were  removed  and 
misunderstandings  explained,  and,  to  save  the  effusion  of 
blood,  severe  measures  were  not  adopted  until  they  were 
rendered  indispensable.  This  wise  and  provident  law  is  or 
ought  to  be  the  law  in  all  countries ;  it  was  in  fact,  the  law 
in  that  country,  but  Mr.  Hastings  did  not  attend  to  it.  His 
unfortunate  victim  was  goaded  to  revolt  and  driven  from  his 
subjects,  although  he  endeavored  by  message  after  message 
to  reconcile  this  cruel  tyrant  to  him.  He  is  told  in  reply, 
Tou  have  shed  the  blood  of  Englishmen,  and  I  will  never 
be  reconciled  to  you.  Your  lordships  will  observe,  that  the 
reason  he  gives  for  such  an  infernal  determination  (for  it  can- 
not be  justly  qualified  by  any  other  word)  is  of  a  nature  to 
make  tyranny  the  very  foundation  of  our  government.     I  do 
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not  say  here  upon  what  occasion  people  may  or  may  not  re- 
sist :  but  surely,  if  ever  there  was  an  occasion  on  which  peo- 
ple, from  love  to  their  sorereign  and  regard  to  their  country, 
might  take  up  arms,  it  was  this.  They  saw  a  tyrant  violent 
in  his  demands,  and  weak  in  his  power.  They  saw  their 
prince  imprisoned  and  insulted,  after  he  had  made  every  offer 
of  submission,  and  had  laid  his  turban  three  times  in  the  lap 
of  his  oppressor.  They  saw  him,  instead  of  availing  him- 
self of  the  means  he  possessed  of  cutting  off  his  adversary, 
(for  the  life  of  Mr.  Hastings  was  entirely  in  his  power,)  be* 
taking  himself  to  flight.  They  then  thronged  round  him, 
took  up  arms  in  his  defence,  and  shed  the  blood  of  some  of 
his  insulters.  Is  this  resistance  so  excited,  so  provoked,  a 
plea  for  irreconcilable  vengeance  ? 

I  must  beg  pardon  for  having  omitted  to  lay  before  your 
lordships,  in  its  proper  place,  a  most  extraordinary  paper, 
which  will  show  you  in  what  manner  judicial  inquiries  are 
conducted,  upon  what  grounds  charges  are  made,  by  what 
sort  of  evidence  they  are  supported,  and,  in  short,  to  what 
perils  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  men  are  subjected  in  that 
country.  This  paper  is  in  the  printed  minutes,  page  1608w 
It  was  given  in  agreeably  to  the  retrograde  order  which  they 
have  established  in  their  judicial  proceedings.  It  was  pro- 
duced to  prove  the  truth  of  a  charge  of  rebellion,  which  was 
made  some  months  before  the  paper  in  evidence  was  known 
to  the  accuser. 

"  To  the  Honorable  Warren  Hastings.  Sir,*-About  the 
month  of  November  last,  I  communicated  to  Mr.  Markham, 
the  substance  of  a  conversation  said  to  have  passed  between 
rajah  Cheit  Sing  and  Saadut  Ally,  and  which  was  reported 
to  me  by  a  person  in  whom  I  had  some  confidence.  The 
mode  of  communicating  this  intelligence  to  you,  I  left  en- 
tirely  to  Mr.  Markham.  In  this  conversation,  which  was 
private,  the  rajah  and  Saadut  Ally  were  said  to  have  talked 
of  Hyder  Ally's  victory  over  Colonel  Baillie's  detachment ; 
to  have  agreed  that  they  ought  to  seize  this  opportunity  of 
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consulting  their  own  interest,  and  to  have  determined  to 
watch  the  success  of  Hyder's  arms.  Some  days  after  this 
conversation  was  said  to  have  happened,  I  was  informed  by 
the  same  person,  that  the  rajah  had  received  a  message  from 
one  of  the  begums  at  Fyzabad,  (I  think  it  was  from  Sujah'ul 
Dowlah's  widow,)  advising  him  not  to  comply  with  the  de- 
mands of  government,  and  encouraging  him  to  expect  support 
in  case  of  his  resisting.  This  also,  I  believe,  I  communicated 
to  Mr.  Markham,  but  not  being  perfectly  certain,  I  now  think 
it  my  duty  to  remove  the  possibility  of  your  remaining  unac- 
quainted with  a  circumstance,  which  may  not  be  uncon- 
nected with  the  present  conduct  of  the  rajah." 

Here  then  is  evidence  of  evidence  given  to  Mr.  Markham 
by  Mr.  Balfour,  from  Lucknow,  in  the  month  of  November, 
1781,  long  after  the  transaction  at  Benares.  But  what  was 
this  evidence  ?  I  communicate,  he  says,  the  subject  of  "  a 
conversation  said  to  have  passed."  Observe,  said,  not  a 
conversation  that  had  passed  to  his  knowledge  or  recollec- 
tion; but  what  his  informant  said  had  passed.  He  adds, 
this  conversation  was  reported  to  him  by  a  person  whom  he 
won't  name,  but  in  whom,  he  says,  he  had  some  confidence. 
This  anonymous  person,  in  whom  he  had  put  some  confi- 
dence, was  not  himself  present  at  the  conversation.  He  only 
reports  to  him,  that  it  was  said  by  somebody  else,  that  such 
a  conversation  had  taken  place.  This  conversation,  which 
somebody  told  Colonel  Balfour  he  had  heard,  was  said  by 
somebody  to  have  taken  place,  if  true,  related  to  matters  of 
great  importance  ;  still  the  mode  of  its  communication  was 
left  to  Mr.  Markham,  and  that  gentleman  did  not  bring  it  for- 
ward till  some  months  after.  Colonel  Balfour  proceeds  to 
say ;  *^  Some  days  after  this  conversation  was  said  to  have 
happened,"  (your  lordships  will  observe,  it  is  always,  '  was 
said  to  have  happened,')  <'I  was  informed  by  the  same  person 
that  the  rajah  had  received  a  message  from  one  of  the  be- 
gums at  Fyzabad,  (I  think  it  was  from  Sujah  ul  Dowlah's 
widow,)  advising  him  not  to  comply  with  the  demands  of 
8* 
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government,  and  encouraging  him  to  expect  support  in  case 
of  his  resisting."  He  next  adds,  "this  also  I  believe," 
(observe,  he  says  he  is  not  quite  sure  of  it,)  "  I  communi- 
cated to  Mr.  Markham,  but  not  being  perfectly  certain,"  (of 
a  matter  the  immediate  knowledge  of  which,  if  true,  was  of 
the  highest  importance  to  his  country,)  "  I  now  think  it  my 
duty  to  remove  the  possibility  of  your  remaining  unac- 
quainted with  a  circumstance,  which  may  not  be  unconnected 
with  the  present  conduct  of  the  rajah." 

Here  is  a  man  that  comes  with  information  long  after  the 
fact  deposed  to,  and  after  having  left  to  another  the  commu- 
nication of  his  intelligence  to  the  proper  authority,  that  other 
neglects  the  matter.  No  letter  of  Mr.  Markham's  appears, 
communicating  any  such  conversation  to  Mr.  Hastings  ;  and 
indeed  why  he  did  not  do  so,  must  appear  very  obvious  to 
your  lordships,  for  a  more  contemptible,  ridiculous,  and  ab- 
surd story  never  was  invented.  Does  Mr.  Balfour  come 
forward,  and  tell  him  who  his  informant  was  ?  No.  Does 
he  say,  he  was  an  informant  whom  I  dare  not  name,  upon 
account  of  his  great  consequence,  and  the  great  confidence 
I  had  in  him  ?  No.  He  only  says,  slightly,  "  I  have  some 
confidence  in  him."  It  is  upon  this  evidence  of  a  reporter 
of  what  another  is  said  to  have  saidj  that  Mr.  Hastings  and 
his  council  rely  for  proof,  and  have  thought  proper  to  charge 
the  rajah  with  having  conceived  rebellious  designs,  soon  after 
the  time  when  Mr.  Hastings  had  declared  his  belief  that  no 
such  designs  had  been  formed. 

Mr.  Hastings  has  done  with  his  charge  of  rebellion  what 
he  did  with  his  declaration  of  arbitrary  power  ;  after  he  had 
vomited  it  up  in  one  place,  he  returns  to  it  in  another.  He 
here  declares,  (after  he  had  recorded  his  belief  that  no  rebel- 
lion was  ever  intended,)  that  Mr.  Markham  was  in  possession 
of  information  which  he  might  have  believed,  if  it  had  been 
communicated  to  him.  Good  Heavens  !  When  you  review 
all  these  circumstances,  and  consider  the  principles  upon 
which  this  man  was  tried  and  punished,  what  must  you 
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think  of  the  miseiable  situation  of  persons  of  the  highest 
rank  in  that  country,  under  the  government  of  men  who 
are  disposed  to  disgrace  and  ruin  them  in  this  iniquitous 
manner ! 

Mr.  Balfour  is  in  Europe,  I  believe.  How  comes  it  that 
he  is  not  produced  here  to  tell  your  lordships  who  was  his 
informer,  and  what  he  knows  of  the  transaction  ?  They  have 
not  produced  him,  but  have  thought  fit  to  rely  upon  this 
miserable,  beggarly  semblance  of  evidence,  the  very  produc* 
tion  of  which  was  a  crime,  when  brought  forward  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  color  to  acts  of  injustice  and  oppression. 
If  you  ask,  who  is  this  Mr.  Balfour  ?  He  is  a  person  who 
was  a  military  collector  of  revenue  in  the  province  of  Rohil 
Cund ;  a  country  now  ruined  and  desolated,  but  once  the 
garden  of  the  world.  It  was  from  the  depth  of  that  horrible 
devastating  system  that  he  gave  this  ridiculous,  contemptible 
evidence,  which  if  it  can  be  equalled,  I  shall  admit  that 
there  is  not  one  word  we  have  said,  that  you  ought  to 
attend  to. 

Tour  lordships  are  now  enabled  to  sum  up  the  amount, 
and  estimate  the  result  of  all  this  iniquity.  The  rajah  him- 
self is  punished,  he  is  ruined  and  undone,  but  the  jS500,000 
is  not  gained.  He  has  fled  his  country,  but  he  carried  his 
treasures  with  him.  His  forts  are  taken  possession  of,  but 
there  was  nothing  found  in  them.  It  is  the  report  of  the 
country,  and  is  so  stated  by  Mr.  Hastings,  that  he  carried 
away  with  him,  in  gold  and  silver,  to  the  value  of  about 
£400,000:  and  thus  that  sum  was  totally  lost,  even  as  an 
object  of  plunder,  to  the  company.  The  author  of  the  mis- 
chief lost  his  favorite  object  by  his  cruelty  and  violence. 
If  Mr.  Hastings  had  listened  to  Cheit  Sing  at  first ;  if  he  had 
answered  his  letters,  and  dealt  civilly  with  him ;  if  he  had 
endeavored  afterwards  to  compromise  matters ;  if  he  had 
told  him  what  his  demands  were  ;  if,  even  after  the  rebel- 
lion had  broken  out,  he  had  demanded  and  exacted  a  fine  ; 
the  company  would  have  gained  £220,000  at  least,  and  per- 
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haps  a  much  larger  sum,  without  difficulty.  They  would 
not  theu  have  had  £400,000  carried  out  of  the  country  by 
a  tributary  chief,  to  become,  as  we  know  that  sum  has  be- 
come, the  plunder  of  the  Mahrattas  and  our  other  enemies. 
I  state  to  you  the  account  of  the  profit  and  loss  of  tyranny ; 
take  it  as  an  account  of  profit  and  loss  :  forget  the  morality, 
forget  the  law,  forget  the  policy  ;  take  it,  I  say,  as  a  matter  of 
profit  and  loss.  Mr.  Hastings  lost  the  subsidy ;  Mr.  Hastings 
lost  the  £220,000  which  was  offered  him,  and  more  that 
he  might  have  got.  Mr.  Hastings  lost  it  all,  and  the  com* 
pany  lost  the  £400,000  which  he  meant  to  exact.  It  was 
canied  from  the  British  dominions,  to  enrich  its  enemies  for 
ever. 

This  man,  my  lords,  has  not  only  acted  thus  vindictively 
himself,  but  he  has  avowed  the  principle  of  revenge  as  a 
general  rule  of  policy,  connected  with  the  security  of  the 
British  government  in  India.  He  has  dared  to  declare,  that 
if  a  native  once  draws  his  sword,  he  is  not  to  be  pardoned  ; 
that  you  never  are  to  forgive  any  man  who  has  killed  an 
English  soldier.  You  are  to  be  implacable  and  resentful  ; 
and  there  is  no  maxim  of  tyrants,  which,  upon  account  of 
the  supposed  weakness  of  your  government,  you  are  not  to 
pursue.  Was  this  the  conduct  of  the  Mogul  conquerors  of 
India  ?  and  must  this  necessarily  be  the  policy  of  their  Chris- 
tian successors  ?  I  pledge  myself,  if  called  upon,  to  prove 
the  contrary.  I  pledge  myself  to  produce,  in  the  history 
of  the  Mogul  empire,  a  series  of  pardons  and  amnesties  for 
rebellions,  from  its  earliest  establishments,  and  in  its  most 
distant  provinces. 

I  need  not  state  to  your  lordships,  what  you  know  to  be 
the  true  principles  of  British  policy  in  matters  of  this  nature. 
When  there  has  been  provocation,  you  ought  to  be  ready  to 
listen  to  terms  of  reconciliation,  even  after  war  has  been 
made.  This  you  ought  to  do,  to  show  that  you  are  placable  ; 
such  policy  as  this  would  doubtless  be  of  the  greatest  benefit 
and  advantage  to  you.     Look  to  the  case  of  Sujah  Dowlah  ; 
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you  had,  in  the  course  of  a  war  with  him,  driven  him  from 
his  country ;  you  had  not  left  him  in  possession  of  a  foot  of 
earth  in  the  world.  The  mogul  was  his  sovereign,  and,  by 
his  authority,  it  was  in  your  power  to  dispose  of  the  vizier- 
ate,  and  of  every  office  of  state  which  Sujah  Dowlah  held 
under  the  emperor  ;  for  he  hated  him  mortally,  and  was  de- 
sirous of  dispossessing  him  of  every  thing.  What  did  you 
do?  Though  he  had  shed  much  English  blood,  you  re- 
established him  in  all  his  power  ;  you  gave  him  more  than  he 
before  possessed,  and  you  had  no  reason  to  repent  your  gen- 
erosity. Your  magnanimity  and  justice  proved  to  be  the 
best  policy,  and  was  the  subject  of  admiration  from  one  end 
of  India  to  the  other.  But  Mr.  Hastings  had  other  maxims 
and  other  principles.  Tou  are  weak,  he  says,  and  therefore 
you  ought  never  to  forgive.  Indeed,  Mr.  Hastings  never 
does  (oTgive.  The  rajah  was  weak,  and  he  persecuted  him  ; 
Mr.  Hastings  was  weak,  and  he  lost  his  prey.  He  went  up 
the  country  with  the  rapacity,  but  not  with  the  talons  and 
beak,  of  a  vulture.  He  went  to  look  for  plunder,  but  he 
was  himself  plundered,  the  country  was  ravaged,  and  the 
prey  escaped. 

After  the  escape  of  Cheit  Sing,  there  still  existed  in  one 
corner  of  the  country  some  further  food  for  Mr.  Hastings's 
rapacity.  There  was  a  place  called  Bidjigur,  one  of  those 
forts  which  Mr.  Hastings  declared  could  not  be  safely  left 
in  the  possession  of  the  rajah ;  measures  were  therefore  teiken 
to  obtain  possession  of  this  place,  soon  after  the  flight  of  its 
unfortunate  proprietor.  And  what  did  he  find  in  it?  A 
great  and  powerful  garrison  ?  No,  my  lords ;  he  found  in  it 
the  wives  and  family  of  the  rajah ;  he  found  it  inhabited  by 
two  hundred  women,  and  defended  by  a  garrison  of  eunuchs 
and  a  few  feeble  militia  men.  This  fortress  was  supposed 
by  him  to  contain  some  money,  which  he  hoped  to  lay  hold 
of,  when  all  other  means  of  rapacity  had  escaped  him.  He 
first  sends  (and  you  have  it  on  your  minutes)  a  most  cruel, 
most  atrocious,  and  most  insulting  message  to  these  unfor- 
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tunate  women ;  one  of  whom,  a  principal  personage  of  the 
family,  we  find  him  in  the  subsequent  negotiation  scandaliz- 
ing in  one  minute,  and  declaring  to  be  a  woman  of  respecta- 
ble character  in  the  next ;  treating  her  by  turns  as  a  prosti- 
tute and  as  an  amiable  woman,  as  best  suited  the  purposes  of 
the  hour.     This  woman,  with  two  hundred  of  her  sex,  he 
found  in  Bidjigur.     Whatever  money  they  had,   was  their 
own  property,  and  as  such  Cheit  Sing,  who  had  visited  the 
place  before  his  flight,  had  left  it  for  their  support,  thinking 
that  it  would  be  secure  to  them  as  their  property,  because 
they  were  persons  wholly  void  of  guilt  as  they  must  needs 
have  been.     This  money  the  rajah  might  have  carried  off 
with  him  ;  but  he  left  it  them,  and  we  must  presume  that  it 
was  their  property  ;  and  no  attempt  was  ever  made  by  Mr. 
Hastings  to  prove  otherwise.     They  had  no  other  property 
that  could  be  found.     It  was  the  only  means  of  subsistence 
for  themselves,  their  children,  their  domestics,  and  depend- 
ants, and  for  the  whole  female  part  of  that  once  illustrious 
and  next  to  royal  family. 

But  to  proceed.  A  detachment  of  soldiers  was  sent  to 
seize  the  forts ;  soldiers  are  habitually  men  of  some  gene- 
rosity ;  even  when  they  are  acting  in  a  bad  cause  they  do  not 
wholly  lose  the  military  spirit.  But  Mr.  Hastings,  fearing 
that  they  might  not  be  animated  with  the  same  lust  of  plun- 
der as  himself,  stimulated  them  to  demand  the  plunder  of  the 
place ;  and  expresses  his  hopes,  that  no  composition  would 
be  made  with  these  women,  and  that  not  one  shilling  of  the 
booty  would  be  allowed  them.  He  does  not  trust  to  their 
acting  as  soldiers  who  have  their  fortunes  to  make  ;  but  he 
stimulates  and  urges  them  not  to  give  way  to  the  generous 
passions  and  feelings  of  men. 

He  thus  writes  from  Benares,  the  22d  of  October,  1781, 
ten  o'clock  in  the  morning, — "  I  am  this  instant  favored  with 
yours  of  yesterday  ;  mine  to  you  of  the  same  date  has  before 
this  time  acquainted  you  with  my  resolutions  and  sentiments 
respecting  the  raunee.     I  think  every  demand  she  has  made 
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to  you,  except  that  of  safety  and  respect  for  her  person,  is 
unreasonable.  If  the  reports  brought  to  me  are  true,  your 
rejecting  her  offers,  or  any  negotiation  with  her,  would  soon 
obtain  you  possession  of  the  fort  upon  your  own  terms.  I 
apprehend  that  she  will  contrive  to  defraud  the  captors  of  a 
considerable  part  of  the  booty,  by  being  suffered  to  retire 
without  examination  ,*  but  this  is  your  consideration,  and  not 
mine.  I  should  be  sorry  that  your  officers  and  soldiers  lost 
any  part  of  the  reward  to  which  they  are  so  well  entitled, 
but  I  cannot  make  any  objection  ;  as  you  must  be  the  best 
judge  of  the  expediency  of  the  promised  indulgence  to  the 
raunee.  What  you  have  engaged  for  I  will  certainly  ratify  ; 
but  as  to  permitting  the  raunee  to  hold  the  pergunnah  of 
Kurteck,  or  any  other  in  the  zemindary,  without  being  sub- 
ject to  the  authority  of  the  zemindar ;  or  any  lands  whatever ; 
or  indeed  making  any  conditions  with  her  for  a  provision ;  I 
will  never  consent  to  it." 

My  lords,  you  have  seen  the  principles  upon  which  this 
'man  justifies  his  conduct.  Here  his  real  nature,  character, 
and  disposition  break  out.  These  women  had  been  guilty  of 
no  rebellion.  He  never  charged  them  with  any  crime  but 
that  of  having  wealth :  and  yet  you  see  with  what  ferocity 
he  pursues  every  thing  that  belonged  to  the  destined  object 
of  his  cruel,  inhuman,  and  more  than  tragic  revenge.  If, 
says  he,  you  have  made  an  agreement  with  them,  and  will 
insist  upon  it,  I  will  keep  it ;  but  if  you  have  not,  I  beseech 
you  not  to  make  any.  Don't  give  them  any  thing ;  suffer 
no  stipulations  whatever  of  a  provision  for  them.  The  ca- 
pitulation I  will  ratify,  provided  it  contains  no  article  of  fu- 
ture provision  for  them :  this  he  positively  forbad ;  so  that 
his  blood-thirsty  vengeance  would  have  sent  out  these  two 
hundred  innocent  women  to  starve  naked  in  the  world. 

But  he  not  only  declares,  that  the  money  found  in  the  fort 
is  the  soldiers' ;  he  adds,  that  he  should  be  sorry  if  they  lost 
a  shilling  of  it.  So  that  you  have  here  a  man  not  only  de- 
claring that  the  money  was  theirs,  directly  contrary  to  the 
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company's  positive  orders  upon  other  similar  occasions,  and 
after  he  had  himself  declared  that  prize  money  was  poison  to 
soldiers ;  but  directly  inciting  them  to  insist  upon  their  right 
to  it. 

A  month  had  been  allowed  by  proclamation,  for  the  sub- 
mission of  all  persons  who  had  been  in  rebellion,  which  sub- 
mission was  to  entitle  them  to  indemnity.  But,  my  lords,  he 
endeavored  to  break  the  public  faith  with  these  women,  by 
inciting  the  soldiers  to  make  no  capitulation  with  them,  and 
thus  depriving  them  of  the  benefit  of  the  proclamation,  by 
preventing  their  voluntary  surrender. 

[Mr.  Burke  here  read  the  proclamation.] 

From  the  date  of  this  proclamation,  it  appears  that  the  sur- 
render of  the  fort  was  clearly  within  the  time  given  to  those 
who  had  been  guilty  of  the  most  atrocious  acts  of  rebellion, 
to  repair  to  their  homes  and  enjoy  an  indemnity.  These 
women  had  never  quitted  their  homes,  nor  had  they  been 
charged  with  rebellion,  and  yet  they  were  cruelly  excluded 
from  the  general  indemnity  ;  and  after  the  army  had  taken* 
unconditional  possession  of  the  fort,  they  were  turned  out  of 
it,  and  ordered  to  the  quarters  of  the  commanding  oflSicer, 
Major  Popham.  This  officer  had  received  from  Mr.  Hastings 
a  power  to  rob  them,  a  power  to  plunder  them,  a  power  to 
distribute  the  plunder,  but  no  power  to  give  them  any  allow- 
ance, nor  any  authority  even  to  receive  them. 

In  this  disgraceful  affair  the  soldiers  showed  a  generosity, 
which  Mr.  Hastings  neither  showed  nor  would  have  suffered, 
if  he  could  have  prevented  it.  They  agreed  amongst  them- 
selves to  give  to  these  women  three  lacks  of  rupees,  and 
some  trifle  more ;  and  the  rest  was  divided  as  a  prey  among 
the  army.  The  sum  found  in  the  fort  was  about  £238,000, 
not  the  smallest  part  of  which  was  in  any  way  proved  to  be 
Cheit  Sing's  property,  or  the  property  of  any  person  but  the 
unfortunate  women  who  were  found  in  the  possession  of  it. 

The  plunder  of  the  fort  being  thus  given  to  the  soldiers, 
what  does  Mr.  Hastings  next  do  ?    He  is  astonished  and  stu- 
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pefied  to  find  so  much  unprofitable  violence ;  so  much  tyran- 
ny, and  so  little  pecuniary  advantage ;  so  much  bloodshed, 
without  any  profit  to  the  company.  He  therefore  breaks  his 
faith  with  the  soldiers ;  declares  that,  having  no  right  to  the 
money,  they  must  refund  it  to  the  company ;  and,  on  their 
refusal,  he  instituted  a  suit  against  them.  With  respect  to 
the  three  lacks  of  rupees,  or  £30,000,  which  was  to  be  given 
to  these  women,  have  we  a  scrap  of  paper  to  prove  its  pay- 
ment ?  Is  there  a  single  receipt  or  voucher  to  verify  their 
having  received  one  sixpence  of  it  ?  I  am  rather  inclined  to 
think  that  they  did  receive  it,  or  some  part  of  it,  but  I  don't 
know  a  greater  crime  in  public  officers  than  to  have  no  kind 
of  vouchers  for  the  disposal  of  any  large  sums  of  money 
which  pass  through  their  hands ;  but  this,  my  lords,  is  the 
great  vice  of  Mr.  Hastings's  government. 

I  have  briefly  taken  notice  of  the  claim  which  Mr.  Hast- 
ings thought  proper  to  make,  on  the  part  of  the  company,  to 
the  treasure  found  in  the  fort  of  Bidjigur,  after  he  had  insti- 
gated the  army  to  claim  it  as  the  right  of  the  captors.  Your 
lordships  will  not  be  at  a  loss  to  account  for  this  strange  and 
barefaced  inconsistency.  This  excellent  governor  foresaw 
that  he  would  have  a  bad  account  of  this  business  to  give  to 
the  contractors  in  Leadenhall  street ;  who  consider  laws,  re- 
ligion, morality,  and  the  principles  of  state  policy  of  empires, 
as  mere  questions  of  profit  and  loss.  Finding  that  he  had 
dismal  accounts  to  give  of  great  sums  expended  without  any 
returns,  he  had  recourse  to  the  only  expedient  that  was  left 
him.  He  had  broken  his  faith  with  the  ladies  in  the  fort,  by 
not  sufiering  his  officers  to  grant  them  that  indemnity  which 
his  proclamation  offered.  Then,  finding  that  the  soldiers 
had  taken  him  at  bis  word,  and  appropriated  the  treasure  to 
their  own  use,  he  next  broke  his  faith  with  them.  A  con- 
stant breach  of  faith  is  a  maxim  with  him.  He  claims  the 
treasure  for  the  company ;  and  institutes  a  suit  before  Sir 
Elijah  Impey,  who  gives  the  money  to  the  company,  and  not 
to  the  soldiers.     The  soldiers  appeal ;  and  since  the  begin^ 
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ning  of  this  trial,  I  believe  even  very  lately,  it  has  been  de- 
cided by  the  council,  that  the  letter  of  Mr.  Hastings  was  not, 
as  Sir  Elijah  Impey  pretended,  a  mere  private  letter,  because 
it  had  '<  Dear  Sir,"  in  it ;  but  a  public  order,  authorizing  the 
soldiers  to  divide  the  money  among  themselves. 

Thus  £200,000  was  distributed  among  the  soldiers  ; 
£400,000  was  taken  away  by  Cheit  Sing,  to  be  pillaged  by 
all  the  company's  enemies,  through  whose  countries  he 
passed  ;  and  so  ended  one  of  the  great  sources  from  which 
this  great  financier  intended  to  supply  the  exigencies  of  the 
company,  and  recruit  their  exhausted  finances. 

By  this  proceeding,  my  lords,  the  national  honor  is  dis- 
graced J  all  the  rules  of  justice  are  violated,  and  every  sanc- 
tion, human  and  divine,  trampled  upon.  We  have,  on  one 
side,  a  country  ruined,  a  noble  family  destroyed,  a  rebellion 
raised  by  outrage  and  quelled  by  bloodshed,  the  national  faith 
pledged  to  indemnity,  and  that  indemnity  faithlessly  with- 
held from  helpless,  defenceless  women ;  while  the  other  side 
of  the  picture  is  equally  unfavorable.  The  East  India  Com- 
pany have  had  their  treasure  wasted,  their  credit  weakened, 
their  honor  polluted,  and  their  troops  employed  against  their 
own  subjects,  when  their  services  were  required  against  for- 
eign enemies. 

My  lords,  it  only  remains  for  me,  at  this  time,  to  make  a 
few  observations  upon  some  proceedings  of  the  prisoner,  re- 
specting the  revenue  of  Benares.  I  must  first  state  to  your 
lordships,  that,  in  the  year  1780,  he  made  a  demand  upon 
that  country,  which,  by  his  own  account,  if  it  had  been 
complied  with,  would  only  have  left  £23,000  a  year,  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  rajah  and  his  family.  I  wish  to  have 
this  account  read,  for  the  purpose  of  verifying  the  observa* 
tions  which  I  shall  have  to  make  to  your  lordships. 
[Here  the  account  was  read.] 

I  must  now  observe  to  your  lordships,  that  Mr.  Markham 
and  Mr.  Hastings  have  stated  the  rajah's  net  revenue  at 
forty-six  lacks :  but  the  accounts  before  you  state  it  at  forty 
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lacks  only.  Mr.  Hastings  had  himself  declared,  that  he  did 
not  think  the  country  could  safely  yield  more  ;  and  that  any 
attempt  to  extract  more  would  be  ruinous. 

Your  lordships  will  observe,  that  the  first  of  these  esti- 
mates is  unaccompanied  with  any  document  whatever,  and 
that  it  is  contradicted  by  the  papers  of  receipt  and  the  arti- 
cles of  account,  from  all  of  which  it  appears,  that  the  coun- 
try never  yielded  more  than  forty  lacks,  during  the  time  that 
Mr.  Hastings  had  it  in  his  possession  ,*  and  you  may  be  sure 
he  squeezed  as  much  out  of  it  as  he  could.     He  had  his  own 
residents ;    first  Mr.  Markham,  then  Mr.  Fowke,  then  Mr. 
Grant ;  they  all  went  up  with  a  design  to  make  the  most 
of  it.     They  endeavored  to  do  so ;    but  they  never  could 
screw  it  up  to  more  than  forty  lacks,  by  all  the  violent  means 
which   they  employed.     The   ordinary  subsidy,  as  paid  at 
Calcutta  by  the  rajah,  amounted  to  twenty-two  lacks ;  and 
it  is  therefore  clearly  proved  by  this  paper,  that  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's demand  of  fifty  lacks  (£500,000)  joined  to  the  subsi- 
dies, was  more  than  the  whole  revenue  which  the  country 
could  yield.     What  hoarded  treasures  the  rajah  possessed, 
and  which  Mr.  Hastings  says  he  carried  off  with  him,  does 
not  appear.     That  it  was  any  considerable  sum,  is  more  than 
Mr.  Hastings  knows  ;  more  than  can  be  proved  ;  more  than 
is  probable.     He  had  not,  in  his  precipitate  flight,  any  means, 
I  think,  of  carrying  away  a  great  sum.     It  further  appears 
from  these  accounts,  that  after  the  payment  of  the  subsidy, 
there  would  only  have  been  left  £18,000  a  year  for   the 
support  of  the  rajah's  family  and  establishments. 

Your  lordships  have  now  a  standard,  not  a  visionary  one, 
but  a  standard  verified  by  accurate  calculation,  and  authentic 
accounts.  You  may  now  fairly  estimate  the  avarice  and 
rapacity  of  this  man,  who  describes  countries  to  be  enor- 
mously rich,  in  order  that  he  may  be  justified  in  pillaging 
them.  But  however  insatiable  the  prisoner's  avarice  may  be, 
he  has  other  objects  in  view,  other  passions  rankling  in  his 
heart,  besides  the  lust  of  money.     He  was  not  ignorant,  and 
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we  have  proved  it  by  his  own  confession,  that  his  pretended 
expectation  of  benefit  to  the  company  could  not  be  realized ; 
but  he  well  knew,  that  by  enforcing  his  demands  he  should 
utterly  and  effectually  ruin  a  man,  whom  he  mortally  hated 
and  abhorred;  a  man,  who  could  not,  by  any  sacrifices 
offered  to  the  avarice,  avert  the  cruelty,  of  his  implacable 
enemy. 

As  long  as  truth  remains,  as  long  as  figures  stand,  as 
long  as  two  and  two  are  four,  as  long  as  there  is  mathe- 
matical and  arithmetical  demonstration,  so  long  shall  his 
cruelty,  rage,  ravage,  and  oppression  remain  evident  to  an 
astonished  posterity.  I  shall  undertake,  my  lords,  when  this 
court  meets  again,  to  develop  the  consequences  of  this 
wicked  proceeding.  I  shall  then  show  you,  that  that  part  of 
the  rajah's  family  which  he  left  behind  him,  and  which 
Mr.  Hastings  pretended  to  take  under  his  protection,  was 
also  ruined,  undone,  and  destroyed;  and  that  the  once 
beautiful  country  of  Benares,  which  he  has  had  the  impu- 
dence to  represent  as  being  still  in  a  prosperous  condition, 
was  left  by  him  in  such  a  state,  as  would  move  pity  in  any 
tyrant  in  the  world,  except  the  one  who  now  stands  before 
you. 
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TRIAL. 

TUESDAY,  3d  JUNE,  1794. 


THIRD  DAY  OF  REPLY. 

(Mk.  Burkb.) 

• 

Mt  Lords, — ^We  are  called,  with  an  awful  voice,  to  come 
forth,  and  make  good  our  charge  against  the  prisoner  at  your 
bar ;  but  as  a  long  time  has  elapsed  since  your  lordships 
heard  that  charge,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  my 
worthy  fellow  manager  near  me,  to  read  that  part  to  your 
lordships,  which  I  am  just  now  going  to  observe  upon,  that 
you  may  be  the  better  able  to  apply  my  observations  to  the 
letter  of  the  charge. 

[Mr.  Wyndham  reads.] 

'^  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  as  aforesaid  ex- 
pelled the  said  Cheit  Sing  from  his  dominions,  did,  of  his 
own  usurped  authority,  and  without  any  communication  with, 
or  any  approbation  given  by,  the  other  members  of  the  coun* 
oil,  nominate  and  appoint  rajah  Mehipnerain  to  the  govern^ 
ment  of  the  provinces  of  Benares,  and  did  appoint  his  father 
Durbedgy  Sing  as  administrator  of  his  authority,  and  did 
give  to  the  British  resident,  Mr.  Markham,  a  controlling  au- 
thority over  both ;  and  did  further  abrogate  and  set  aside 
all  treaties  and  agreements  which  subsisted  between  the 
states  of  Benares  and  the  British  nation  ;  and  did  arbitrarily 
and  tyrannically,  of  his  mere  authority  raise  the  tribute  to 
the  sum  of  £400,000  sterling,  or  thereabouts ;  did  further 
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wantonly  and  illegally  impose  certain  oppressive  duties  upon 
goods  and  merchandise,  to  the  great  injury  of  trade  and  ruin 
of  the  province  ]  and  did  farther  dispose  of,  as  his  own,  the 
property  within  the  said  provinces,  by  granting  the  same, 
or  parts  thereof,  in  pensions  to  such  persons  as  he  thought 
fit. 

"  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  sometime  in  the 
year  1782,  enter  into  a  clandestine  correspondence  with  Will- 
iam Markham,  Esq.,  the  then  resident  at  Benares,  which 
said  Markham  had  been  by  him  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
obtruded  into  the  said  office,  contrary  to  the  positive  orders 
of  the  court  of  directors ;  and  in  consequence  of  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  said  M£u:kham,  did,  under  pretence  that  the 
new  excessive  rent  or  tribute  was  in  arrear,  and  that  the 
affairs  of  the  province  were  likely  to  fall  into  confusion, 
authorize  and  empower  him,  by  his  own  private  authority, 
to  remove  the  said  Durbedgy  Sing  from  his  office,  and  de- 
prive him  of  his  estate. 

"  That  the  said  Durbedgy  Sing  was,  by  the  private  orders 
and  authorities  given  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  in 
consequence  of  the  representations  aforesaid,  violently  thrown 
into  prison,  and  cruelly  confined  therein,  under  the  pretence 
of  the  non-payment  of  the  arrears  of  the  tribute  aforesaid. 

"  That  the  widow  of  Bui  want  Sing,  and  the  rajah  Mehip- 
nerain,  did  pointedly  accuse  the  said  Markham  of  being  the 
sole  cause  of  any  delay  in  the  payment  of  the. tribute  afore- 
said, and  did  offer  to  prove  the  innocence  of  the  said  Dur- 
bedgy Sing,  and  also  to  prove  that  the  faults  ascribed  to  him 
were  solely  the  faults  of  the  said  Markham ;  yet  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  pay  no  regard  whatever  to  the  said 
representations,  nor  make  any  inquiry  into  the  truth  of  the 
same,  but  did  accuse  the  said  widow  of  Bulwant  Sing  and 
rajah  aforesaid,  of  gro^s  presumption  for  the  same ;  and 
listening  to  the  representation  of  the  person  accused  (namely, 
the  resident  Markham),  did  continue  to  confine  the  said  Dur- 
bedgy Sing  in  prison,  and  did  invest  the  resident  Markham 
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with  authority  to  bestow  his  office  upon  whomsoever  he 
pleased. 

'<  That  the  said  Markham  did  bestow  the  said  office  of 
administrator  of  the  province  of  Benares  upon  a  person^ 
named  Jagger  Deo  Sing,  who,  in  order  to  gratify  the  arbitrary 
demands  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  was  obliged  greatly 
to  distress  and  harass  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  of  the  said 
province. 

''  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  some  time  in  the 
year  1784,  remove  the  said  Jagger  Deo  Sing  from  the  said 
office,  under  pretence  of  certain  irregularities  and  oppressions, 
which  irregularities  and  oppressions  are  solely  imputable  to 
him,  the  said  Warren  Hastings. 

''  That  the  consequence  of  all  these  violent  changes  and 
arbitrary  acts  was  the  total  ruin  and  desolation  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  flight  of  the  inhabitants  ;  the  said  Warren  Hast* 
ings  having  found  every  place  abandoned  at  his  approach, 
even  by  the  officers  of  the  very  government  which  he  es* 
tablished ;  and  seeing  nothing  but  traces  of  devastation  m 
every  village,  the  province  in  effect  without  a  government, 
the  administration  misconducted,  the  people  oppressed,  the 
trade  discouraged^  and  the  revenue  in  danger  of  a  rapid  de« 
cline. 

^^  AH  which  destruction,  devastation,  oppression,  and  ruin 
are  solely  imputable  to  the  above-mentioned,  and  other  arbi- 
trary, illegal,  unjust,  and  tyrannical  acts  of  him,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  who,  by  all  and  every  one  of  the  same, 
was  and  is  guilty  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors." 
[Mr.  Burke  proceeded.] 

My  lords,  you  have  heard  the  charge ;  and  you  are  now 
going  to  see  the  prisoner  aX  your  bai*,  in  a  new  point  of  view. 
I  will  now  endeavor  to  display  him  in  his  character  of  a  le- 
gislator in  a  foreign  land,  not  augmenting  the  territory,  honor, 
and  power  of  Great  Britain,  and  bringing  the  acquisition  under 
the  dominion  of  law  and  liberty,  but  desolating  a  flourishing 
country,  that  to  all  intents  and  purposes  was  our  own ;  a 
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country  which  we  had  conquered  from  freedom,  from  tran- 
quillity, order,  and  prosperity,  and  submitted,  through  him,  to 
arbitrary  power,  misrule,  anarchy,  and  ruin.  We  now  See  the 
object  of  his  corrupt  vengeance  utterly  destroyed,  his  family 
driven  from  their  home,  his  people  butchered,  his  wife  and 
all  the  females  of  his  family  robbed  and  dishonored  in  their 
persons,  and  the  effects  which  husband  and  parents  had  laid 
up  in  store  for  the  subsistence  of  their  families,  all  the  savings 
of  provident  economy,  distributed  amongst  a  rapacious  sol- 
diery. His  malice  is  victorious.  He  has  well  avenged,  in  the 
destruction  of  this  unfortunate  family,  the  rajah's  intended 
visit  to  General  Clavering  ;  he  has  well  avenged  the  suspect- 
ed discovery  of  his  bribe  to  Mr.  Francis.  "  Thou  hast  it  now. 
King,  Cawdor,  Glamis,  all." 

Let  us  see,  my  lords,  what  use  he  makes  of  this  power ; 
how  he  justifies  the  bounty  of  fortune  bestowing  on  him  this 
strange  and  anomalous  conquest.  Anomalous  I  call  it,  my 
lords,  because  it  was  the  result  of  no  plan  in  the  cabinet,  no 
operation  in  the  field.  No  act  or  direction  proceeded  from 
him  the  responsible  chief,  except  the  merciless  orders,  and  the 
grant  to  the  soldiery.  He  lay  skulking  and  trembling  in  the 
fort  of  Chunar,  while  the  British  soldiery  entitled  themselves 
to  the  plunder  which  he  held  out  to  them.  Nevertheless,  my 
lords,  he  conquers ;  the  country  is  his  own  ;  he  treats  it  as 
his  own.  Let  us  therefore  see  how  this  successor  of  Tamer- 
lane, this  emulator  of  Ghinges  Khan,  governs  a  country  con- 
quered by  the  talents  and  courage  of  others,  without  assist- 
ance, guide,  direction,  or  counsel,  given  by  himself% 

My  lords,  I  will  introduce  his  first  act  to  your  lordships'  no- 
tice, in  the  words  of  the  charge.  "  The  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings did,  some  time  in  the  year  1782,  enter  into  a  clandestine 
correspondence  with  William  Markham,  Esq.,  the  then  resi- 
dent at  Benares,  which  said  Markham  had  been,  by  him,  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  obtruded  into  the  said  office,  contrary 
to  the  positive  orders  of  the  court  of  directors."  This  unjus- 
tifiable obtrusion,  this  illegal  appointment,  shows  you,  at  the 
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very  outset,  that  he  defies  the  laws  of  his  country  ;  most  posi- 
tively and  pointedly  defies  them.  In  attempting  to  give  a  reason 
for  this  defiance,  he  has  chosen  to  tell  a  branch  of  the  legisla- 
ture, from  which  originated  the  act,  which  wisely  and  pru- 
dently ordered  him  to  pay  implicit  obedience  to  the  court  of 
directors,  that  he  removed  Mr.  Fowke  from  Benares,  contrary  to 
the  orders  of  the  court,  on  political  grounds  ;  "  because,"  says 
he,  '^  I  thought  it  necessary  the  resident  there  should  be  a  man 
of  my  own  nomination  and  confidence.  I  avow  the  princi- 
ple, and  think  no  government  can  subsist  without  it.  The 
punishment  of  the  rajah  made  no  part  of  my  design  in  Mr. 
Fowke's  removal,  or  Mr.  Markham's  appointment,  nor  was 
his  punishment  an  object  of  my  contemplation  at  the  time  I 
removed  Mr.  Fowke  to  appoint  Mr.  Markham ;  an  appoint- 
ment of  my  own  choice,  and  a  signal  to  notify  the  restoration 
of  my  own  authority,  as  I  had  before  removed  Mr.  Fowke 
and  appointed  Mr.  Graham  for  the  same  purpose." 

Here,  my  lords,  he  does  not  even  pretend  that  he  had  any 
view  whatever  in  this  appointment  of  Mr.  Markham,  but  to 
defy  the  laws  of  his  country.  "  I  must,"  says  he,  "  have  a 
man  of  my  own  nomination,  because  it  is  a  signal  to  notify 
the  restoration  of  my  own  authority,  as  I  had  before  removed 
Mr.  Fowke  for  the  same  purpose." 

I  must  beg  your  lordships  to  keep  in  mind,  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  observations  with  which  I  shall  trouble  you,  have 
a  reference  to  the  principles  upon  which  this  man  acts ;  and 
I  beseech  you  to  remember  always,  that  you  have  before  you 
a  question  and  an  issue  of  law.  I  beseech  you  to  consider 
what  it  is  that  you  are  disposing  of ;  that  you  are  not  merely 
disposing  of  this  man  and  his  cause  ;  but  that  you  are  dispos- 
ing of  the  laws  of  your  country. 

You,  my  lords,  have  made,  and  we  have  made,  an  act  ot 
parliament,  in  which  the  council  at  Calcutta  is  vested  with  a 
special  power,  distinctly  limited  and  defined.  He  says,  my 
authority  is  absolute.  I  defy  the  orders  of  the  court  of  direc- 
tors, because  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  show  that  I  can  disre- 
9* 


X32  SPEECH  IN  THE  IMPEACHMENT  OF 

gard  them,  as  a  signal  of  my  own  authority.  He  supposes 
his  authority  gone,  while  he  obeys  the  laws ;  but,  says  he, 
the  moment  I  got  rid  of  the  bonds  and  barriers  of  the  laws, 
(as  if  there  had  been  some  act  of  violence  and  usurpation 
that  had  deprived  him  of  his  rightful  powers,)  I  was  restored 
to  my  own  authority.  What  is  this  authority  to  which  he 
is  restored  ?  Not  an  authority  vested  in  him  by  the  East 
India  Company ;  not  an  authority  sanctioned  by  the  laws  of 
this  kingdom.  It  is  neither  of  these,  but  the  authority  of 
Warren  Hastings ,-  an  inherent  divine  right,  I  suppose,  which 
he  has  thought  proper  to  claim  as  belonging  to  himself;  some- 
thing independent  of  the  laws ;  something  independent  of 
the  court  of  directors ;  something  independent  of  his  brethren 
of  the  council.     It  is  "  my  own  authority." 

And  what  is  the  signal  by  which  you  are  to  know  when 
this  authority  is  restored  ?  By  his  obedience  to  the  court  of 
directors ;  by  his  attention  to  the  laws  of  his  country ;  by 
his  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  people  ?  No,  my  lords,  no  ; 
the  notification  of  the  restoration  of  this  authority  is  a  formal 
disobedience  of  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors.  When 
you  find  the  laws  of  the  land  trampled  upon,  and  their  ap- 
pointed authority  despised,  then  you  may  be  sure  that  the 
authority  of  the  prisoner  is  reestablished. 

There  is,  my  lords,  always  a  close  connection  between 
vices  of  every  description.  The  man  who  is  a  tyrant,  would, 
under  some  other  circumstances,  be  a  rebel ;  and  he  that  is  a 
rebel,  would  become  a  tyrant.  They  are  things  which  origi- 
nally proceed  from  the  same  source.  They  owe  their  birth 
to  the  wild  unbridled  lewdness  of  arbitrary  power.  They 
arise  from  a  contempt  of  public  order,  and  of  the  laws  and 
institutions  which  curb  mankind.  They  arise  from  a  harsh, 
cruel,  and  ferocious  disposition,  impatient  of  the  rules  of  law, 
order,  and  morality  :  and  accordingly,  as  their  relation  varies, 
the  man  is  a  tyrant  if  a  superior,  a  rebel  if  an  inferior.  But 
this  man,  standing  in  a  middle  point,  between  the  two  rela- 
tions, the  superior  and  inferior,  declares  himself  at  once  both 
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a  rebel  and  a  tyrant.  We  therefore  naturally  expect,  that, 
when  he  has  thrown  off  the  laws  of  his  country,  he  will 
throw  off  all  other  authority.  Accordingly,  in  defiance  of 
that  authority  to  which  he  owes  his  situation,  he  nominates 
Mr.  Markfaam  to  the  residency  at  Benares,  and  therefore  every 
act  of  Mr.  Markham  is  his.  He  is  responsible; — doubly 
responsible  to  what  he  would  have  been,  if  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  office  he  had  named  this  agent. 

Every  governor  is  responsible  for  the  misdemeanors  com- 
mitted under  his  legal  authority,  for  which  he  does  not  punish 
the  delinquent ;  but  the  prisoner  is  doubly  responsible  in  this 
case,  because  he  assumed  an  illegal  authority,  which  can  be 
justified  onlyj  if  at  all,  by  the  good  resulting  from  the  as- 
sumption. 

Having  now  chosen  his  principal  instrument,  and  his  con- 
fidential and  sole  counsellor,  having  the  country  entirely  in  his 
hand,  and  every  obstacle  that  could  impede  his  course  swept 
out  of  the  arena,  what  does  he  do  under  these  auspicious 
circumstances  ?  You  would  imagine,  that,  in  the  first  place, 
he  would  have  sent  down  to  the  council  at  Calcutta  a  general 
view  of  his  proceedings,  and  of  their  consequences,  together 
with  a  complete  statement  of  the  revenue ,-  that  he  would 
have  recommended  the  fittest  persons  for  public  trusts,  with 
such  other  measures  as  he  might  judge  to  be  most  essential 
to  the  interest  and  honor  of  his  employers.  One  would  have 
imagined  he  would  have  done  this,  in  order  that  the  council 
and  the  court  of  directors  might  have  a  clear  view  of  the 
whole  existing  system,  before  he  attempted  to  make  a  perma- 
nent arrangement  for  the  administration  of  the  country.  But, 
on  the  contrary,  the  whole  of  his  proceedings  is  clandestinely 
conducted ;  there  is  not  the  slightest  communication  with  the 
council  upon  the  business,  till  he  had  determined  and  settled 
the  whole.  Thus  the  council  was  placed  in  a  complete 
dilemma,  either  to  confirm  all  his  wicked  and  arbitrary  acts, 
for  such  we  have  proved  them  to  be,  or  to  derange  the  whole 
administration  of  the  country  again,  and  to  make  another 
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revolution,  as  complete  aud  dreadful  as  that  which  he  had 
made. 

The  task,  which  the  governor-general  had  imposed  upon 
himself,  was,  I  admit,  a  difficult  one  ;  but  those  who  pull 
down  important  ancient  establishments,  who  wantonly  destroy 
modes  of  administration,  and  public  institutions,  under  which 
a  country  has  prospered,  are  the  most  mischievous,  and  there- 
fore the  wicltedest  of  men.  It  is  not  a  reverse  of  fortune,  it 
is  not  the  fall  of  an  individual,  that  we  are  here  talking  of. 
We  are  indeed  sorry  for  Cheit  Sing  and  Durbedgy  Sing,  as 
we  should  be  sorry  for  any  individual  under  similar  circum- 
stances. 

It  is  wisely  provided  in  the  constitution  of  our  heart,  that 
we  should  interest  ourselves  in  the  fate  of  great  personages. 
They  are,  therefore,  made  every  where  the  objects  of  tragedy, 
which  addresses  itself  directly  to  our  passions  and  our  feel- 
ings. And  why  ?  Because  men  of  great  place,  men  of  great 
rank,  men  of  great  hereditary  authority,  cannot  fall  without 
a  horrible  crash  upon  all  about  them.  Such  towers  cannot 
tumble  without  ruining  their  dependent  cottages. 

The  prosperity  of  a  country,  that  has  been  distressed  by  a 
revolution  which  has  swept  oflf  its  principal  men,  cannot  be 
reestablished  without  extreme  difficulty.  This  man,  there- 
fore, who  wantonly  and  wickedly  destroyed  the  existing  gov- 
ernment of  Benares,  was  doubly  bound  to  use  all  possible 
care  and  caution  in  supplying  the  loss  of  those  institutions 
which  he  had  destroyed,  and  of  the  men  whom  he  had  driven 
into  exile.  This,  I  say,  he  ought  to  have  done.  Let  us  now 
see  what  he  really  did  do. 

He  set  out  by  disposing  of  all  the  property  of  the  country 
as  if  it  was  his  own.  He  first  confiscated  the  whole  estates 
of  the  Baboos,  the  great  nobility  of  the  country,  to  the  amount 
of  six  lacks  of  rupees.  He  then  distributed  the  lands  and 
revenue  of  the  country,  according  to  his  own  pleasure  ;  and 
as  he  had  seized  the  lands  without  our  knowing  why  or 
wherefore,  so  the  portion  which  he  took  away  from  some 
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persons  he  gave  to  others,  in  the  same  arbitrary  manner,  and 
without  any  assignable  reason. 

When  we  were  inquiring  what  jaghires  Mr.  Hastings  had 
thought  proper  to  grant,  we  found,  to  our  astonishment, 
(though  it  is  natural  that  his  mind  should  take  this  turn,) 
that  he  endowed  several  charities  with  jaghires.  He  gave  a 
J€ighire  to  some  Brahmins,  to  pray  for  the  perpetual  prosperity 
of  the  company,  and  others  to  procure  the  prayers  of  the 
same  class  of  men  for  himself.  I  do  not  blame  his  Gentoo 
piety,  when  I  find  no  Christian  piety  in  the  man  ;  let  him 
take  refuge  in  any  superstition  he  pleases.  The  crime  we 
charge  is,  his  having  distributed  the  lands  of  others  at  his 
own  pleasure.  Whether  this  proceeded  from  piety,  from 
ostentation,  or  from  any  other  motive,  it  matters  not.  We 
contend,  that  he  ought  not  to  have  distributed  such  land  at 
all ;  that  he  had  no  right  to  do  so  ; — and  consequently,  the 
gift  of  a  single  acre  of  land,  by  his  own  private  will,  was  an 
act  of  robbery,  either  from  the  public  or  some  individual. 

When,  he  had  thus  disturbed  the  landed  property  of  Be- 
nares, and  distributed  it  according  to  his  own  will,  he  thought 
it  would  be  proper  to  fix  upon  a  person  to  govern  the  country ; 
and  of  this  person  he  himself  made  the  choice.  It  does  not 
appear,  that  the  people  could  have  lost,  even  by  the  revolt  of 
Cheit  Sing,  the  right  which  was  inherent  in  them,  to  be 
governed  by  the  lawful  successor  of  his  family.  We  find, 
however,  that  this  man,  by  his .  own  authority,  by  the  arbi- 
trary exercise  of  his  own  will  and  fancy,  did  think  proper  to 
nominate  a  person  to  succeed  the  rajah,  who  had  no  legal 
claims  to  the  succession.  He  made  choice  of  a  boy  about 
nineteen  years  old  ;  and  he  says  he  made  that  choice  upon 
the  principle  of  this  boy's  being  descended  from  Bulwant 
Sing,  by  the  female  line.  But  he  does  not  pretend  to  say, 
that  lie  was  the  proper  and  natural  heir  to  Cheit  Sing  ]  and 
we  will  show  you  the  direct  contrary.  Indeed,  ha  confesses 
the  contrary  himself;  for  he  argues,  in  his  defence,  that  when 
a  new  system  was  to  be  formed  with  the  successor  of  Cheit 
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Sing,  who  was  not  his  heir,  each  successor  had  no  claim  of 
right. 

But  perhaps  the  want  of  right  was  supplied  by  the  capacity 
and  fitness  of  the  person  who  was  chosen.  I  do  not  say, 
that  this  does  or  can  for  one  moment  supersede  the  positive 
right  of  another  person  ;  but  it  would  palliate  the  injustice 
in  some  degree.  Was  there  in.  this  case  any  palliative  mat- 
ter ?  Who  was  the  person  chosen  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  suc- 
ceed Cheit  Sing  ?  My  lords,  the  person  chosen  was  a  minor  ; 
for  we  find,  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  immediately  proceeded 
to  appoint  him  a  guardian.  This  guardian  he  also  chose  by 
his  own  will  and  pleasure,  as  he  himself  declares,  without 
referring  to  any  particular  claim  or  usage  ;  without  calling 
the  Pundits  to  instruct  him,  upon  whom,  by  the  Gentoo 
laws,  the  guardianship  devolved. 

I  admit,  that  in  selecting  a  guardian  he  did  not  in  one 
respect  act  improperly,  for  he  chose  the  boy's  father,  and  he 
could  not  have  chosen  a  better  guardian  for  his  person.  But 
for  the  administration  of  his  government,  qualities  were  re- 
quired which  this  man  did  not  possess.  He  should  have 
chosen  a  man  of  vigor,  capacity,  and  diligence  ;  a  man  fit  to 
meet  the  great  difficulties  of  the  situation  in  which  he  was 
to  be  placed. 

Mr.  Hastings,  my  lords,  plainly  tells  you,  that  he  did  not 
think  the  man's  talents  to  be  extraordinary ;  and  he  soon 
afterwards  says,  that  he  had  a  great  many  incapacities.  He 
tells  you,  that  he  has  a  doubt  whether  he  was  capable  of 
realizing  those  hopes  of  revenue  which  he  (Mr.  Hastings) 
had  formed.  Nor  can  this  be  matter  of  wonder,  when  wo 
consider  that  he  had  ruined  and  destroyed  the  ancient  system, 
the  whole  scheme  and  tenor  of  public  offices ;  and  had  sub- 
stituted nothing  for  them  but  his  own  arbitrary  will.  He 
had  formed  a  plan  of  an  entire  new  system,  in  which  the 
practical  details  had  no  reference  to  the  experience  and  wis- 
dom of  past  ages.  He  did  not  take  the  government  as  he 
found  it ;  he  did  not  take  the  system  of  offices  as  it  was 
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arranged  to  his  hand ;  but  he  dared  to  make  the  wicked  and 
flagitious  experfment,  which  I  have  stated ;  an  experiment 
upon  the  happiness  of  a  numerous  people,  whose  property  he 
had  usurped  and  distributed  in  the  manner  which  has  been 
laid  before  your  lordships.  The  attempt  failed,  and  he  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  consequences. 

How  dared  he  to  make  these  experiments  ?  In  what  man- 
ner can  be  justified  for  playing  fast  and  loose  with  the  dear- 
est interests,  and  perhaps  with  the  very  existence  of  a  nation  ? 
Attend  to  the  manner  in  which  he  justifies  himself,  and  you 
will  find  the  whole  secret  let  out.  ''  The  easy  accumulation 
of  too  much  wealth,"  he  says,  "  had  been  Cheit  Sing's  ruin  ; 
it  had  buoyed  him  up  with  extravagant  and  ill-founded  no- 
tions of  independence,  which  I  very  much  wished  to  discour- 
se in  the  future  rajah.  Some  part,  therefore,  of  the  supers 
abundant  produce  in  the  country  I  turned  into  the  coffers  of 
the  sovereign  by  an  augmentation  of  the  tribute."  Who 
authorized  him  to  make  any  augmentation  of  the  tribute  ? 
But  above  all,  who  authorized  him  to  augment  it  upon  this 
principle  ?  I  must  take  care  the  tributary  prince  does  not  grow 
too  rich,  if  he  gets  rich  he  will  get  proud.  This  prisoner  has 
got  a  scale  like  that  in  the  almanac,  '^  war  begets  poverty  ; 
poverty  peace,"  and  so  on.  The  first  rule  that  he  lays  down 
is,  that  he  will  keep  the  new  rajah  in  a  state  of  poverty  ;  be- 
cause if  he  grows  rich  he  will  become  proud,  and  behave  as 
Cheit  Sing  did.  You  see  the  ground,  foundation,  and  spirit  of 
the  whole  proceeding.  Cheit  Sing  was  to  be  robbed.  Why  ? 
Because  he  is  too  rich.  His  successor  is  to  be  reduced  to  a 
miserable  condition.  Why  ?  Lest  he  should  grow  rich  and 
become  troublesome.  The  whole  of  his  system  is  to  pre- 
vent men  from  growing  rich,  lest  if  they  should  grow  rich, 
they  should  grow  proud,  and  seek  independence.  Your  lord- 
ships see,  that  in  this  man's  opinion  riches  must  beget  pride. 
I  hope  your  lordships  will  never  be  so  poor  as  to  cease  to  be 
proud ;  for  ceasing  to  be  proud,  you  will  cease  to  be  inde- 
pendent. 
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Having  resolved  that  the  rajah  should  not  grow  rich,  for 
fear  he  should  grow  proud  and  independent,  he  orders  him  to 
pay  forty  lacks  of  rupees,  or  £400,000,  annually  to  the  com- 
pany. The  tribute  had  before  been  £250,000,  and  he  all  at 
once  raised  it  to  £400,000.  Did  he  previously  inform  the 
council  of  these  intentions  ?  Did  he  inform  them  of  the 
amount  of  the  gross  collections  of  the  country,  from  any 
properly  authenticated  accounts  procured  from  any  public 
office? 

I  need  not  inform  your  lordships,  that  it  is  a  serious  thing 
to  draw  out  of  a  country,  instead  of  £250,000,  an  annual 
tribute  of  £400,000.  There  were  other  persons  besides  the 
rajah  concerned  in  this  enormous  increase  of  revenue.  The 
whole  country  is  interested  in  its  resources  being  fairly  esti- 
mated and  assessed  ;  for  if  you  overrate  the  revenue  which 
it  is  supposed  to  yield  to  the  great  general  collector,  you 
necessitate  him  to  overrate  every  under-coUector,  and  thereby 
instigate  them  to  harass  and  oppress  the  people.  It  is  upon 
these  grounds  that  we  have  charged  the  prisoner. at  your  bar, 
with  having  acted  arbitrarily,  illegally,  unjustly,  and  tyran- 
nically :  and  your  lordships  will  bear,  in  mind,  that  these  acts 
were  done  by  his  sole  authority,  which  authority  we  have 
shown  to  have  been  illegally  assumed. 

My  lords,  before  he  took  the  important  steps  which  I  have 
just  stated,  he  consulted  no  one  but  Mr.  Markham,  whom  he 
placed  over  the  new:  rajah.  The  rajah  was  only  nineteen 
years  old :  but  Mr.  Markham  undoubtedly  had  the  advantage 
of  him  in  this  respect,  for  he  was  twenty-one.  He  had  also 
the  benefit  of  five  months'  experience  of  the  country ;  an 
abundant  experience,  to  be  sure,  my  lords,  in  a  country  where 
it  is  well  known,  from  the  peculiar  character  of  its  inhabitants, 
that  a  man  cannot  any  where  put  his  foot  without  placing  it 
upon  some  trap  or  mine  until  he  is  perfectly  acquainted  with 
its  localities.  Nevertheless,  he  puts  the  whole  country  and  a 
prince  of  nineteen,  as  appears  from  the  evidence,  into  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Markham,  a  man  of  twenty-one.     We  have  no  doubt  of 
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Mr.  Markham's  capacity ;  but  he  could  have  no  experience  in 
the  country  over  which  he  possessed  a  general  controlling  pow- 
er. Under  these  circumstances,  we  surely  shall  not  wonder  if 
this  young  man  fell  into  error.  I  do  not  like  to  treat  harshly 
the  errors  into  which  a  very  young  person  may  fall :  but  the 
man,  who*  employs  him  and  puts  him  into  a  situation  for 
which  he  has  neither  capacity  nor  experience,  is  responsible 
for  the  consequences  of  such  an  appointment ;  and  Mr.  Hast- 
ings is  doubly  responsible  in  this  case,  because  he  placed  Mr. 
Markham  as  resident,  merely  to  show  that  he  defied  the 
authority  of  the  court  of  directors. 

But,  my  lords,  let  us  proceed.  We  find  Mr.  Hastings 
resolved  to  exact  forty  lacks  from  the  country  ;  although  he 
had  no  proof  that  such  a  tribute  could  be  fairly  collected. 
He  next  assigns  to  this  boy,  the  rajah,  emoluments  amounting 
to  about  £60,000  a  year.  Let  us  now  see  upon  what  grounds 
he  can  justify  the  assignment  of  these  emoluments.  I  can 
perceive  none  but  such  as  are  founded  upon  the  opinion  of  its 
being  necessary  to  the  support  of  the  rajah's  dignity.  Now, 
when  Mr.  Markham,  who  is  the  sole  ostensible  actor  in  the 
management  of  the  new  rajah,  as  he  had  been  a  witness  to 
the  deposition  of  the  former,  comes  before  you  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  what  he  thought  of  Cheit  Sing,  who  appears  to 
have  properly  supported  the  dignity  of  his  situation  ;  he  tells 
you,  that  about  a  lack  or  a  lack  and  a  half  (£10,000  or 
JC15,000)  a  year  was  as  much  as  Cheit  Sing  could  spend. 
And  yet  this  young  creature,  settled  in  the  same  country,  and 
who  was  to  pay  £400,000  a  year,  instead  of  £260,000 
tribute  to  the  company,  was  authorized  by  Mr.  Hastings  to 
collect  and  reserve  to  his  own  use  £60,000  out  of  the  reve- 
nue. That  is  to  say,  he  was  to  receive  four  times  as  much 
as  was  stated  by  Mr.  Hastings,  on  Mr.  Markham's  evidence, 
to  have  been  necessary  to  support  him. 

Your  lordships  tread  upon  comiption  every  where.  Why 
was  such  a  large  revenue  given  to  the  young  rajah  to  support 
his  dignity,  when,  as  they  say,  Cheit  Sing  did  not  spend 
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above  a  lack  and  half  in  support  of  his ;  though  it  is  known 
he  had  great  establishments  to  maintain  ;  that  he  had  erected 
considerable  buildings  adorned  with  fine  gardens ;  and,  ac- 
cording to  them,  had  made  great  preparations  for  war  ? 

We  must  at  length  imagine,  that  they  knew  the  country 
could  bear  the  impost  imposed  upon  it.  I  ask,  how  did  they 
know  this  ?  We  have  proved  to  you,  by  a  paper  presented 
here  by  Mr.  Markham,  that  the  net  amount  of  the  collections 
was  about  je360,000.  This  is  their  own  account,  and  was 
made  up,  as  Mr.  Markham  says,  by  one  of  the  clerks  of  Dur- 
bedgy  Sing,  together  with  his  Persian  moonshee,  (a  very 
fine  council  to  settle  the  revenues  of  the  kingdom,)  in  his 
private  house.  And  with  this  account  before  them,  they 
have  dared  to  impose  upon  the  necks  of  that  unhappy  people 
a  tribute  of  £400,000,  together  with  an  income  for  the  rajah 
of  £60,000.  These  sums  the  naib  Durbedgy  Sing  was 
bound  to  furnish,  and  left  to  get  them  as  he  could.  Your 
lordships  will  observe,  that  I  speak  of  the  net  proceeds  of 
the  collections.  We  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  gross 
amount.  We  are  speaking  of  what  came  to  the  public  treas- 
ury, which  was  no  more  than  I  have  stated  ;  and  it  was  out 
of  the  public  treasury  that  these  payments  were  to  be  made, 
because  there  could  be  no  other  honest  way  of  getting  the 
money. 

But  let  us  now  come  to  the  main  point,  which  is  to  ascer- 
tain what  sums  the  country  could  really  bear.  Mr.  Hastings 
maintains,  (whether  in  the  speech  of  his  counsel  or  otherwise, 
I  do  not  recollect,)  that  the  revenue  of  the  country  was 
£400,000,  that  it  constantly  paid  that  sum,  and  flourished 
under  the  payment.  In  answer  to  this,  I  refer  your  lordships, 
first  to  Mr.  Markham's  declaration,  and  the  Wassil  Baakee, 
which  is  in  page  1760  of  the  printed  minutes.  I  next  refer 
your  lordships  to  Mr.  Duncan's  Reports,  in  page  2493.  Ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Duncan's  public  estimate  of  the  revenue  of 
Benares,  the  net  collections  of  the  very  year  we  are  speaking 
of,  when  Durbedgy  Sing  had  the  management,  and  when 
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Mr.  Markham,  his  Persian  moonshee,  and  a  clerk  in  his  pri- 
vate house,  made  their  estimates,  without  any  documents,  or 
with  whatever  documents,  or  Ood  only  knows,  for  nothing 
appears  on  the  record  of  the  transaction ;  the  collections 
yielded  in  that  year  but  £340,000,  that  is,  £20,000  less  than 
Mr.  Markham's  estimate.  But  take  it  which  way  you  will, 
whether  you  take  it  at  Mr.  Markham's  je360,000,  or  at  Mr. 
Duncan's  £340,000,  your  lordships  will  see,  that,  after  re- 
serving £60,000  for  his  own  private  expenses,  the  rajah 
could  not  realize  a  sum  nearly  equal  to  the  tribute  de- 
manded. 

Your  lordships  have  also  in  evidence  before  you  an  ac- 
count of  the  produce  of  the  country,  for,  I  believe,  full  five 
years  after  this  period,  from  which  it  appears  that  it  never 
realized  the  forty  lacks,  or  any  thing  like  it.  Yielding  only 
thirty-seven  and  thirty-nine  lacks,  or  thereabouts,  which  is 
£20,000  short  of  Mr.  Markham's  estimate,  and  £160,000 
short  of  Mr.  Hastings's.  On  what  data  could  the  prisoner  at 
your  bar  have  formed  this  estimate  ?  Where  were  all  the 
clerks  and  mutseddies,  where  were  all  the  men  of  business 
in  Benares,  who  could  have  given  him  complete  information 
upon  the  subject  ?  We  do  not  find  the  trace  of  any  of  them ; 
all  our  information  is  Mr.  Markham's  moonshee,  and  some 
clerk  of  Durbedgy  Sing's  employed  in  Mr.  Markham's  private 
counting-house,  in  estimating  revenues  of  a  country. 

The  disposable  revenue  was  still  further  reduced  by  the 
jaghires  which  Mr.  Hastings  granted,  but  to  what  amount 
does  not  appear.  He  mentions  the  increase  in  the  revenue, 
by  the  confiscation  of  the  estates  of  the  Baboos,  who  had 
been  in  rebellion.  This  he  rates  at  six  lacks.  But  we  have 
inspected  the  accounts  ;  we  have  examined  them  with  that 
sedulous  attention,  which  belongs  to  that  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature that  has  the  care  of  the  public  revenues,  and  we  have 
not  found  one  trace  of  this  addition.  Whether  these  con- 
fiscations were  ever  actually  made,  remains  doubtful ;  but 
if  they  were  made,  the  application  or  the  receipt  of    the 
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money  they  yielded  does  not  appear  in  aoy  account  what- 
ever.    I  leave  your  lordships  to  judge  of  this. 

But  it  may  be  said,  that  Mr.  Hastings  might  have  been  in 
an  error.  If  he  was  in  an  error,  my  lords,  his  error  continued 
an  extraordinary  length  of  time.  The  error  itself  was  also 
extraordinary  in  a  man  of  business ;  it  was  an  error  of  ac- 
count. If  his  confidential  agent,  Mr.  Markham,  had  origi- 
nally contributed  to  lead  him  into  the  error,  he  soon  perceived 
it.  He  soon  informed  Mr.  Hastings,  that  his  expectations 
were  erroneous,  and  that  he  had  overrated  the  country. 
What  then  are  we  to  think  of  his  persevering  in  this  error  ? 
Mr.  Hastings  might  have  formed  extravagant  and  wild  ex- 
pectations when  he  was  going  up  the  country  to  plunder ; 
for  we  allow  that  avarice  may  often  overcalculate  the  hoards 
that  it  is  going  to  rob.  If  a  thief  is  going  to  plunder  a  bank- 
er's shop,  his  avarice,  when  running  the  risk  of  his  life,  may 
lead  him  to  imagine  there  is  more  money  in  the  shop  than 
there  really  is.  But  when  this  man  was  in  possession  of  the 
country,  how  came  he  not  to  know  and  understand  the  con- 
dition of  it  better  ?  In  fact  he  was  well  acquainted  with  it, 
for  he  has  declared  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  forty  lacks  was 
an  overrated  calculation ;  and  that  the  country  could  not  con- 
tinue to  pay  this  tribute  at  the  very  time  he  was  imposing  it. 
You  have  this  admission  in  page  294  of  the  printed  minutes ; 
but  in  the  very  face  of  it  he  says.  If  the  rajah  will  exert  him- 
self, and  continue  for  some  years  the  regular  payment,  he 
will  then  grant  him  a  remission.  Thus  the  rajah  was  told, 
what  he  well  knew,  that  he  was  overrated,  but  that  at  some 
time  or  another,  he  was  to  expect  a  remission.  And  what, 
my  lords,  was  the  condition  upon  which  he  was  to  obtain 
this  promised  indulgence  ?  The  punctual  payment  of  that 
which  Mr.  Hastings  declares  he  was  not  able  to  pay ;  and 
which  he  could  not  pay  without  ruining  the  country,  betray- 
ing his  own  honor  and  character,  and  acting  directly  contrary 
to  the  duties  of  the  station  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  had  placed 
him.     Thus  this  unfortunate  man  was  compelled  to  have  re- 
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course  to  the  most  rigorous  exaction,  that  he  might  be  en- 
abled to  satisfy  the  exorbitant  demand  which  had  been  made 
upon  him. 

But  let  us  suppose  that  the  country  was  able  to  afford  the 
sum  at  which  it  was  assessed,  and  that  nothing  was  required 
but  vigor  and  activity  in  the  rajah.  Did  Mr.  Hastings  en- 
deavor to  make  his  strength  equal  to  the  task  imposed  on 
him  ?  No ;  the  direct  contrary ;  in  proportion  as  he  aug- 
mented the  burthens  of  this  man,  in  just  that  proportion  he 
took  away  his  strength  and  power  of  supporting  these  bur- 
thens. 

There  was  not  one  of  the  external  marks  of  honor,  which 
attended  the  government  of  Cheit  Sing,  that  he  did  not  take 
away  from  the  new  rajah;  and  still,  when  this  new  man 
came  to  his  new  authority,  deprived  of  all  external  marks  of 
consequence,  and  degraded  in  the  opinion  of  his  subjects, 
he  was  to  extort  from  his  people  an  additional  revenue,  pay- 
able to  the  company,  of  fifteen  lacks  of  rupees  more  than 
was  paid  by  the  late  rajah,  in  all  the  plenitude  of  undivided 
authority.  To  increase  this  difficulty  still  more,  the  father 
and  guardian  of  this  inexperienced  youth  was  a  man  who 
had  no  credit  or  reputation  in  the  country.  This  circum- 
stance alone  was  a  sufficient  drawback  from  the  weight  of  his 
authority ;  but  Mr.  Hastings  took  care  that  he  should  be  di- 
vested of  it  altogether ;  for,  as  our  charge  states,  he  placed 
him  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Mr.  Markham ;  and 
consequently  Mr.  Markham  was  the  governor  of  the  country. 
Could  a  man,  with  a  reduced,  divided,  contemptible  authori- 
ty, venture  to  strike  such  bold  and  hardy  strokes  as  would 
be  efficient,  without  being  oppressive  ?  Could  he,  or  any 
other  man,  thus  bound  and  shackled,  execute  such  vigorous 
and  energetic  measures,  as  were  necessary  to  realize  such 
an  enormous  tribute  as  was  imposed  upon  this  unhappy 
country  ? 

My  lords,  I  must  now  call  your  attention  to  another  cir* 
cumstance,  not  mentioned  in  the  charge,  but  connected  with 
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the  appointment  of  the  new  rajah,  and  of  his  naib,  Durbedgy 
Sing,  and  demonstrative  of  the  unjust  and  cruel  treatment  to 
which  they  were  exposed.  It  appears,  from  a  letter  produced 
here  by  Mr.  Markham,  (upon  which  kind  of  correspondence 
I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  remark  hereafter,)  that  the  rajah 
lived  in  perpetual  apprehension  of  being  removed,  and  that  a 
person,  called  Oossaun  Sing,  was  intended  as  his  successor. 
Mr.  Markham,  in  one  part  of  his  conrespondence,  tells  you, 
that  the  rajah  did  not  intend  to  hold  the  government  any 
longer.  Why  ?  Upon  a  point  of  right,  namely,  that  he  did 
not  possess  it  upon  the  same  advantageous  terms  as  Cheit 
Sing ;  but  he  tells  you  in  another  letter,  (and  this  is  a  much 
better  key  to  the  whole  transaction,)  that  he  was  in  dread  of 
that  Oossaun  Sing,  whom  I  have  just  mentioned.  This  man 
Mr,  Hastings  kept  ready  to  terrify  the  rajah ;  and  you  will, 
in  the  course  of  these  transactions,  see  that  there  is  not  a 
man  in  India,  of  any  consideration,  against  whom  Mr.  Hast- 
ings did  not  keep  a  kind  of  pretender,  to  keep  him  in  con- 
tinual awe.  This  Ck>ssaun  Sing,  whom  Mr.  Hastings  brought 
up  with  him  to  Benares,  was  dreaded  by  Cheit  Sing,  not  less 
than  by  his  successor.  We  find,  that  he  was  at  first  nomi- 
nated naib  or  acting  governor  of  the  country ;  but  had  never 
been  put  in  actual  possession  of  this  high  office,  and  Dur- 
bedgy Sing  was  appointed  to  it.  Although  Oossaun  Sing 
was  thus  removed,  he  continued  his  pretensions,  and  con- 
stantly solicited  the  office.  Thus  the  poor  man,  appointed 
by  Mr.  Hastings,  and  actually  in  possession,  was  not  only 
called  upon  to  perform  tasks  beyond  his  strength,  but  was 
over-awed  by  Mr.  Markham,  and  terrified  by  Oossaun  Sing, 
(the  mortal  enemy  of  the  family,)  who,  like  an  accusing 
fiend,  was  continually  at  his  post,  and  unceasingly  reiterating 
his  accusations.  This  Oossaun  Sing  was,  as  Mr.  Markham 
tells  you,  one  of  the  causes  of  the  rajah's  continued  dejection 
and  despondency ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  any  of  these 
circumstances  were  ever  laid  before  the  council ;  the  whole 
passed  between  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Markham. 
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Mr.  Hastings  having  by  his  arbitrary  will  thus  disposed  of 
the  revenue,  and  of  the  landed  property  of  Benares,  we  will 
now  trace  his  further  proceedings,  and  their  effects.  He 
found  the  country  most  flourishing  in  agriculture  and  in 
trade ;  but  not  satisfied  with  the  experiment  he  had  made 
upon  the  government,  upon  the  revenues,  upon  the  reigning 
family,  and  upon  all  the  landed  property,  he  resolved  to  make 
as  bold  and  as  novel  an  experiment  upon  the  commercial  in- 
terests of  the  country.  Accordingly  he  entirely  changed  that 
part  of  the  revenue  system,  which  affects  trade  and  com- 
merce, the  life  and  soul  of  a  state.  Without  any  advice  that 
we  know  of,  except  Mr.  Markham's,  he  sat  down  to  change, 
in  every  point,  the  whole  commercial  system  of  that  country ; 
and  he  effected  the  change  upon  the  same  arbitrary  principles 
which  he  had  before  acted  upon,  namely,  his  own  arbitrary 
will.  We  are  told,  indeed,  that  he  consulted  bankers  and 
merchants  ;  but  when  your  lordships  shall  have  learned  what 
has  happened  from  this  experiment,  you  will  easily  see 
whether  he  did  resort  to  proper  sources  of  information  or 
not.  You  will  see,  that  the  mischief  which  has  happened 
has  proceeded  from  tJie  exercise  of  arbitrary  power.  Arbi- 
trary power,  my  lords,  is  always  a  miserable  creature.  When 
a  man  once  adopts  it  as  the  principle  of  his  actions,  no  one 
dares  to  tell  him  a  truth  ;  no  one  dares  to  give  him  any  in- 
formation that  is  disagreeable  to  him ;  for  all  know,  that 
their  life  and  fortune  depend  upon  his  caprice.  Thus  the 
man,  who  lives  in  the  exercise  of  arbitrary  power,  condemns 
himself  to  eternal  ignorance.  Of  this  the  prisoner  at  your 
bar  affords  us  a  striking  example.  This  man,  without  ad- 
vice, without  assistance,  and  without  resource,  except  in  his 
own  arbitrary  power;  stupidly  ignorant  in  himself,  and  puffed 
up  with  the  constant  companion  of  ignorance,  a  blind  pre- 
sumption, alters  the  system  of  commercial  imposts,  and  there- 
by ruined  the  whole  trade  of  the  country,  leaving  no  one 
part  of  it  undestroyed. 

Let  me  now  call  your  lordships'  attention  to  his  assumption 
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of  power,  without  one  word  of  communication  with  the 
council  at  Calcutta,  where  the  whole  of  these  trading  regu- 
lations might  and  ought  to  have  been  considered,  and  where 
they  could  have  been  deliberately  examined  and  determined 
upon.  By  this  assumption,  the  council  was  placed  in  the 
situation  which  I  have  before  described  ;  it  must  either  con- 
firm his  acts,  or  again  undo  every  thing  which  had  been 
done.  He  had  provided,  not  only  against  resistance,  but 
almost  against  any  inquiry  into  his  wild  projects.  He  had, 
by  his  opium  contracts,  put  all  vigilance  asleep  ;  and  by  his 
bullock  and  other  contracts,  he  had  secured  a  variety  of  con- 
cealed interests,  both  abroad  and  at  home.  He  was  sure  of 
the  ratification  of  his  acts  by  the  council,  whenever  he 
should  please  to  inform  them  of  his  measures ;  and  to  his 
secret  influence  he  trusted  for  impunity  in  his  career  of 
tyranny  and  oppression. 

In  bringing  before  you  his  arbitrary  mode  of  imposing 
duties,  I  beg  to  remind  your  lordships,  that,  when  I  examined 
Mr.  Markham,  concerning  the  imposing  of  a  duty  of  five  per 
cent.,  instead  of  the  former  duty  of  two,  I  asked  him,  whether 
that  five  per  cent,  was  not  laid  on  in  such  a  manner  as  utterly 
to  extinguish  the  trade  ]  and  whether  it  was  not,  in  effect 
and  substance,  five  times  as  much  as  had  been  paid  before. 
What  was  his  answer  ?  Why,  that  many  plans,  which, 
when  considered  in  the  closet,  look  specious  and  plausible, 
will  not  hold  when  they  come  to  be  tried  in  practice,  and 
that  this  plan  was  one  of  them.  The  additional  duties,  said 
he,  have  never  since  been  exacted.  But,  my  lords,  the  very 
attempt  to  exact  them  utterly  ruined  the  trade  of  the  coun- 
try. They  were  imposed  upon  a  visionary  theory,  formed  in 
his  own  closet,  and  the  result  was  exactly  what  might  have 
been  anticipated.  Was  it  not  an  abominable  thing  in  Mr. 
Hastings,  to  withhold  from  the  council  the  means  of  ascer- 
taining the  real  operation  of  his  taxes  ?  He  had  no  know- 
ledge of  trade  himself ;  he  cannot  keep  an  account ;  he  has 
no  memory.     In  fact,  we  find  him  a  man  possessed  of  no  one 
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quality  fit  for  any  kind  of  business  whatever.  We  find  him 
pursuing  his  own  visionary  projects,  without  knowing  any 
thing  of  the  nature  or  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
trade  of  the  country  was  carried  on.  These  projects  might 
have  looked  very  plausible ;  but  when  you  come  to  examine 
the  actual  state  of  the  trade,  it  is  not  merely  a  difference  be- 
tween five  and  two  per  cent.,  but  it  becomes  a  different  mode 
of  estimating  the  commodity,  and  it  amounts  to  five  times  as 
much  as  was  paid  before.  We  bring  this  as  an  exemplifica- 
tion of  this  cursed  mode  of  arbitrary  proceeding,  and  to 
show  you  his  total  ignorance  of  the  subject,  and  his 
total  indifference  about  the  event  of  the  measure  he  was 
pursuing.  When  he  began  to  perceive  his  blunders,  he 
never  took  any  means  whatever  to  put  the  new  regulations, 
which  these  blunders  had  made  necessary,  into  execution, 
but  he  left  all  this  mischievous  project  to  rage  in  its  full 
extent. 

I  have  shown  your  lordships,  how  he  managed  the  private 
property  of  the  country  ;  how  he  managed  the  government, 
and  how  he  managed  the  trade.  I  am  now  to  call  your  lord- 
ships' attention  to  some  of  the  consequences,  which  have  re- 
sulted from  the  instances  of  management,  or  rather  gross  mis- 
management, which  have  been  brought  before  you.  Your 
lordships  will  recollect,  that  none  of  these  violent  and  arbitra- 
ry measures,  either  in  their  conception  or  in  the  progress  of 
their  execution,  were  officially  made  known  to  the  council. 
And  you  will  observe,  as  we  proved,  that  the  same  criminal 
concealment  existed  with  respect  to  the  fatal  consequences  of 
these  acts. 

After  the  flight  of  Cheit  Sing,  the  revenues  were  punctual- 
ly paid  by  the  naib  Durbedgy  Sing,  month  by  month,  kist  by 
kist,  until  the  month  of  July,  and  then,  as  the  country  had 
suffered  some  distress,  the  naib  wished  this  kist  or  instalment 
to  be  thrown  on  the  next  month.  You  will  ask,  why  he 
wished  to  burthen  this  month  beyond  the  rest  ?  I  reply,  the 
reason  was  obvious  ;  the  month  of  August  is  the  last  of  the 
10» 
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year,  and  he  would,  at  its  expiration,  have  the  advantage  of 
viewing  the  receipts  of  the  whole  year,  and  ascertaining  the 
claim  of  the  country  to  the  remission  of  a  part  of  the  annual 
tribute  which  Mr.  Hastings  had  promised,  provided  the  in- 
stalments were  paid  regularly.  It  was  well  known  to  every 
body,  that  the  country  had  suffered  very  considerably  by  the 
revolt,  and  by  a  drought  which  prevailed  that  year.  The  ra- 
jah, therefore,  expected  to  avail  himself  of  Mr.  Hastings's 
flattering  promise,  and  to  save,  by  the  delay,  the  payment  of 
one  of  the  two  kists.  But  mark  the  course  that  was  taken  ; 
the  two  kists  were  at  once  demanded  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
and  no  remission  of  tribute  was  allowed.  By  the  promise  of 
remission,  Mr.  Hastings  tacitly  acknowledged  that  the  rajah 
was  overburthened  ;  and  he  admits,  that  the  payment  of  the 
July  kist  was  postponed  at  the  rajah's  own  desire.  He  must 
have  seen  the  rajah's  motive  for  desiring  delay,  and  he  ought 
to  have  taken  care  that  this  poor  man  should  not  be  oppres- 
sed and  ruined  by  this  compliance  with  requests  founded  on 
such  motives. 

So  passed  the  year  1781.  No  complaints  of  arrears  in 
Durbedgy  Sing's  payments  appear  on  record  before  the  month 
of  April,  1782 ;  and  I  wish  your  lordships  seriously  to  advert 
to  the  circumstances  attending  the  evidence  respecting  these 
arrears,  which  has  been  produced  for  the  first  time  by  the 
prisoner  in  his  defence  here  at  your  bar.  This  evidence  does 
not  appear  in  the  company's  records  ]  it  does  not  appear  in 
the  book  of  the  Benares  correspondence  ;  it  does  not  appear 
in  any  documents  to  which  the  Commons  could  have  access  ; 
it  was  unknown  to  the  directors,  unknown  to  the  council ; 
unknown  to  the  residents,  Mr.  Markham's  successors  at  Be- 
nares ,*  unknown  to  the  searching  and  inquisitive  eye  of  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain.  This  important  evidence  was 
drawn  out  of  Mr.  Markham's  pocket,  in  the  presence  of  your 
lordships.  It  consists  of  a  private  correspondence,  which  he 
carried  on  with  Mr.  Hastings,  unknown  to  the  council,  after 
Durbedgy  Sing  had  been  appointed  naib  ;  after  the  new  gov- 
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ernment  had  been  established,  after  Mr.  Hastings  had  qmtted 
that  province,  and  had  apparently  wholly  abandoned  it ;  and 
when  there  was  no  reason  whatever  why  the  correspondence 
should  not  be  public.  This  private  correspondence  of  Mr. 
Markham's,  now  produced  for  the  first  time,  is  full  of  the  bit- 
terest complaints  against  Durbedgy  Sing.  These  clandestine 
complaints,  these  underhand  means  of  accomplishing  the 
ruin  of  a  man,  without  the  knowledge  of  his  true  and  proper 
judges,  we  produce  to  your  lordships  as  a  heavy  aggravation 
of  our  charge,  and  as  a  proof  of  a  wicked  conspiracy  to  de- 
stroy the  man.  Por  if  there  was  any  danger  of  his  falling 
into  arrears  when  the  heavy  accumulated  kists  came  upon 
him,  the  council  ought  to  have  known  that  danger ;  they 
ought  to  have  known  every  particular  of  these  complaints ; 
for  Mr.  Hastings  had  then  carried  into  effect  his  own  plans. 

I  ought  to  have  particularly  marked  for  your  lordships' 
attention,  this  second  era  of  clandestine  correspondence  be- 
tween Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Markham.  It  commenced  after 
Mr.  Hastings  had  quitted  Benares,  and  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it  but  as  governor-general :  even  after  his  extraordinary, 
and,  as  we  contend,  illegal  power  had  completely  expired,  the 
same  clandestine  correspondence  was  carried  on.  He  appa- 
rently considered  Benares  as  his  private  property ;  and  just 
as  a  man  acts  with  his  private  steward  about  his  private  es- 
tate, so  he  acted  with  the  resident  at  Benares.  He  receives 
from  him,  and  answers  letters  containing  a  series  of  com- 
plaints against  Durbedgy  Sing,  which  began  in  April,  and 
continued  to  the  month  of  November,  without  making  any 
public  communication  of  them.  He  never  laid  one  word  of 
this  correspondence  before  the  council  until  the  29th  of  No- 
vember, and  he  had  then  completely  settled  the  fate  of  this 
Durbedgy  Sing. 

This  clandestine  correspondence  we  charge  against  him 
as  an  act  of  rebellion ;  for  he  was  bound  to  lay  before  the 
council  the  whole  of  his  correspondence  relative  to  the  reve- 
nue and  all  the  other  affairs  of  the  country.     We  charge  it 
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not  only  as  rebellion  against  the  orders  of  the  company  and 
the  laws  of  the  land,  but  as  a  wicked  plot  to  destroy  this 
man,  by  depriving  him  of  any  opportunity  of  defending  him- 
self before  the  council,  his  lawful  judges.  I  wish  to  impress 
it  strongly  on  your  lordships'  minds,  that  neither  the  com- 
plaints of  Mr.  Markham  nor  the  exculpations  of  Durbedgy 
Sing  were  ever  made  known  till  Mr.  Markham  was  exam- 
ined  in  this  hall. 

The  first  intimation  afforded  the  council  of  what  had  been 
going  on  at  Benares,  from  April,  1782,  at  which  time  Mr. 
Markham  says,  the  complaints  against  Durbedgy  Sing  had 
risen  to  serious  importance,  was  in  a  letter  dated  the  27th  of 
November  following.  This  letter  was  sent  to  the  council 
from  Nia  Serai,  in  the  Ganges,  where  Mr.  Hastings  had  re- 
tired for  the  benefit  of  the  air.  During  the  whole  time  he 
was  in  Calcutta,  it  does  not  appear  upon  the  records  that  he 
had  ever  held  any  communication  with  the  council  upon  the 
subject.  The  letter  is  in  the  printed  minutes,  page  298,  and 
is  as  follows :  "  The  governor-general — ^I  desire  the  secretary 
to  lay  the  accompanying  letters  from  Mr.  Markham  before 
the  board,  and  request  that  orders  may  be  immediately  sent 
to  him  concerning  the  subjects  contained  in  them.  It  may 
be  necessary  to  inform  the  board,  that  on  repeated  informa- 
tion from  Mr.  Markham,  which  indeed  was  confirmed  to  me 
beyond  a  doubt,  by  other  channels,  and  by  private  assurances 
which  I  could  trust,  that  the  affairs  of  that  province  were 
likely  to  fall  into  the  greatest  confusion  from  the  misconduct 
of  Baboo  Durbedgy  Sing,  whom  I  had  appointed  the  naib ; 
fearing  the  dangerous  consequences  of  a  delay,  and  being  at 
too  great  a  distance  to  consult  the  members  of  the  board, 
who  I  knew  could  repose  that  confidence  in  my  local  know- 
ledge as  to  admit  of  this  occasional  exercise  of  my  own  sepa- 
rate authority,  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Markham  the  letter  to  which 
he  alludes,  dated  the  29th  of  September  last,  of  which  I  now 
lay  before  the  board  a  copy.  The  first  of  the  accompanying 
letters  from  Mr.  Markham  arrived  at  a  time,  when  a  severe 
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leturn  of  my  late  illness  obliged  me,  by  the  advice  of  my 
physicians,  to  leave  Calcutta  for  the  benefit  of  the  country 
air,  and  prevented  me  from  bringing  it  earlier  before  the  no- 
tice of  the  board." 

I  have  to  remark  upon  this  part  of  the  letter,  that  he  claims 
for  himself  an  exercise  of  his  own  authority.  He  had  now 
no  delegation,  and  therefore  no  claim  to  separate  authority. 
He  was  only  a  member  of  the  board ;  obliged  to  do  every 
thing  according  to  the  decision  of  the  majority  ;  and  yet  he 
speaks  of  his  own  separate  authority ;  and  after  compliment- 
ing himself,  he  requests  its  confirmation.  The  complaints 
of  Mr.  Markham  had  been  increasing,  growing,  and  multiply- 
ing upon  him,  from  the  month  of  April  preceding,  and  he  had 
never  given  the  least  intimation  of  it  to  the  board  until  he 
wrote  this  letter.  This  was  at  so  late  a  period  that  he  then 
says,  the  time  won't  wait  for  a  remedy  ;  I  am  obliged  to  use 
my  own  separate  authority  :  although  he  had  abundant  time 
for  laying  the  whole  matter  before  the  counciL 

He  next  goes  on  to  say,  *'  It  had  indeed  been  my  inten- 
tion, but  for  the  same  cause,  to  have  requested  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  board  for  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Markham,  in  the 
difficulties  which  he  had  to  encounter  immediately  after  the 
date  of  my  letter  to  him ;  and  to  have  recommended  the 
substance  of  it,  for  an  order  to  the  board." 

He  seems  to  have  promised  Mr.  Markham  that,  if  the  vio- 
lent act  which  Mr.  Markham  proposed,  and  which  he,  Mr. 
Hastings,  ordered,  was  carried  into  execution,  an  authority 
should  be  procured  from  the  board.  He,  however,  did  not 
get  Mr.  Markham  such  an  authority.  Why  ?  Because  he 
was  resolved,  as  he  has  told  you,  to  act  by  his  own  separate 
authority  ;  and  because,  as  he  has  likewise  told  you,  that  he 
disobeys  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  defies  the 
laws  of  his  country,  as  a  signal  of  his  authority. 

Now,  what  does  he  recommend  to  the  board  ?  That  it 
will  be  pleased  to  confirm  the  appointment  which  Mr.  Mark- 
ham made  in  obedience  to  his  individual  orders,  as  well  as  the 
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directions  which  he  had  given  him,  to  exact  from  Baboo 
Durbedgy  Sing,  with  the  utmost  rigor,  every  rupee  of  the 
collections ;  and  either  to  confine  him  at  Benares,  or  send 
him  to  Chunar  ]  and  imprison  him  there,  until  the  whole  of 
his  arrears  were  paid  up.  Here  then,  my  lords,  you  have, 
what  plainly  appears  in  every  act  of  Mr.  Hastings,  a  feeling 
of  resentment  for  some  personal  injury.  ''  I  feel  myself," 
says  he,  '^  and  may  be  allowed  on  such  an  occasion  to  acknow- 
ledge it,  personally  hurt  at  the  ingratitude  of  this  'man,  and 
the  discredit  which  his  ill  conduct  has  thrown  on  my  ap- 
pointment of  him.  The  rajah  himself,  scarcely  arrived  at 
the  verge  of  manhood,  was  in  understanding  but  little  ad- 
vanced beyond  the  term  of  childhood  ;  and  it  had  been  the 
policy  of  Cheit  Sing  to  keep  him  equally  secluded  from  the 
world  and  from  business."  This  is  the  character  Mr.  Hast- 
ings gives  of  a  man,  whom  he  appointed  to  govern  the 
country.  He  goes  on  to  say  of  Durbedgy  Sing  ; — **  As  he 
was  allowed  a  jaghire  of  a  very  liberal  amount,  to  enable 
him  to  maintain  a  state  and  consequence,  suitable  both  to  the 
relation  in  which  he  stood  to  the  rajah,  and  the  high  office 
which  had  been  assigned  to  him,  and  sufficient  also  to  free 
him  from  the  temptation  of  little  and  mean  peculations,  it  is 
therefore  my  opinion,  and  I  recommend  that  Mr.  Markham 
be  ordered  to  divest  him  of  his  jaghire,  and  reunite  it  to  the 
malguzzary,  or  the  land  paying  its  revenue,  through  the  ra- 
jah, to  the  company. 

"  The  opposition  made  by  the  rajah,  and  the  old  rannee, 
both  equally  incapable  of  judging  for  themselves,  do  certain- 
ly originate  from  some  secret  influence,  which  ought  to  be 
checked  by  a  decided  and  peremptory  declaration  of  the  au- 
thority of  the  board,  and  a  denunciation  of  their  displeasure 
at  their  presumption.  If  they  can  be  induced  to  yield  the 
appearance  of  a  cheerful  acquiescence  in  the  new  arrangement, 
and  to  adopt  it  as  a  measure  formed  with  their  participation, 
it  would  be  better  than  that  it  should  be  done  by  a  declared 
act  of  compulsion  ;  but  at  all  events  it  ought  to  be  done." 
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My  lords,  it  had  been  already  done ;  the  naib  was  dismissed ; 
he  was  imprisoned ;  his  jaghire  was  confiscated ;  all  these 
things  were  done  by  Mr.  Hastings's  orders.  He  had  resolved 
to  take  the  whole  upon  himself ;  he  had  acted  upon  that 
resolution  before  he  addressed  this  letter  to  the  board. 

Thus,  my  lords,  was  this  unhappy  man  punished  without 
any  previous  trial,  or  any  charges,  except  the  complaints  of 
Mr.  Markham,  and  some  other  private  information  which  Mr. 
Hastings  said  be  had  received.  Before  the  poor  object  of 
these  complaints  could  make  up  his  accounts,  before  a  single 
step  was  taken,  judicially  or  officially,  to  convict  him  of  any 
crime,  he  was  sent  to  prison,  and  his  private  estates  confis* 
cated. 

My  lords,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  claim  from  you, 
that  no  man  shall  be  imprisoned  till  a  regular  charge  is  made 
against  him,  and  the  accused  fairly  heard  in  his  defence. 
They  claim  from  you,  that  no  man  shall  be  imprisoned  on  a 
matter  of  account,  until  the  account  is  settled  between  the 
parties.  And  claiming  this,  we  do  say,  that  the  prisoner's 
conduct  towards  Durbedgy  Sing  was  illegal,  unjust,  violent, 
and  oppressive.  The  imprisonment  of  this  man  was  clearly 
illegal  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hastings,  as  he  acted  without  the 
authority  of  the  council,  and  doubly  oppressive,  as  the  im- 
prisoned man  was  thereby  disabled  from  settling  his  account 
with  the  numberless  sub-accountants,  whom  he  had  to  deal 
with  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue. 

Having  now  done  with  these  wicked,  flagitious,  abandoned, 
and  abominable  acts,  I  shall  proceed  to  the  extraordinary 
powers  given  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  his  instrument,  Mr.  Mark- 
ham,  who  was  employed  in  perpetrating  these  acts,  and  to 
the  very  extraordinary  instructions  which  he  gave  this  in- 
strument for  his  conduct  in  the  execution  of  the  power  en- 
trusted to  him.  In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Markham,  he  says,  ''  I  need 
not  tell  you,  my  dear  sir,  that  I  possess  a  very  high  opinion 
of  your  abilities,  and  that  I  repose  the  utmost  confidence  in 
your  integrity."     He  might  have  had  reason  for  both,  but  he 
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scarcely  left  to  Mr.  Markham  the  use  of  either.  He  arbitra- 
rily imposed  upon  him  the  tasks  which  he  wished  him  to 
execute,  and  he  engaged  to  bear  out  his  acts  by  his  own 
power.  ''  From  your  long  residence  at  Benares,"  says  he, 
^'  and  from  the  part  you  have  had  in  the  business  of  that 
zemindary,  you  must  certainly  best  know  the  men  who  -are 
most  capable  and  deserving  of  public  employment.  From 
among  these  I  authorize  you  to  nominate  a  naib  to  the  rajah, 
in  the  room  of  Durbedgy  Sing,  whom,  on  account  of  his  ill 
conduct,  I  think  it  necessary  to  dismiss  from  that  office.  It 
will  be  hardly  necessary  to  except  Oossaun  Sing  from  the 
description  of  men  to  whom  I  have  limited  your  choice,  yet 
it  may  not  be  improper  to  apprize  you,  that  I  will,  on  no 
terms,  consent  to  his  being  naib.  In  forming  the  arrange- 
ments, consequent  upon  this  new  appointment,  I  request  you 
will,  as  far  as  you  can  with  propriety,  adopt  those  which  were 
in  use  during  the  life  of  Bulwant  Sing ;  so  far,  at  least,  as  to 
have  distinct  offices  for  distinct  purposes,  independent  of  each 
other,  and  with  proper  men  at  the  head  of  each  ;  so  that  one 
office  may  detect  or  prevent  any  abuses  or  irregularities  in 
the  others,  and  together  form  a  system  of  reciprocal  checks. 
Upon  that  principle  I  desire  you  will  in  particular  establish, 
under  whatever  names,  one  office  of  receipts,  and  another  of 
treasury ;  the  officers  of  both  must  be  responsible  for  the 
truth  and  regularity  of  their  respective  accounts,  but  not  sub- 
ject in  the  statement  of  them,  to  the  control  or  interference  of 
the  rajah  or  naib ;  nor  should  they  be  removable  at  pleasure, 
but  for  manifest  misconduct  only.  At  the  head  of  one  or 
other  of  these  offices  I  could  wish  to  see  the  late  Boxey 
Rogoober  Dyall ;  his  conduct  in  his  former  office,  his  behavior 
on  the  revolt  of  Cheit  Sing,  and  particularly  at  the  fall  of 
Bidjigur,  together  with  his  general  character,  prove  him  wor- 
thy of  employment,  and  of  the  notice  of  our  government. 
It  is  possible  that  he  may  have  objections  to  holding  an  office 
under  the  present  rajah ;  offer  him  one,  however,  and  let  him 
know  that  you  do  so  by  my  directions."     He  then  goes  on 
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to  say,  "  Do  not  wholly  neglect  the  rajah  ;  consult  with  him 
in  appearance,  but  in  appearance  only.  His  situation  requires 
that  you  should  do  that  much ;  but  his  youth  and  inexperi- 
ence forbid  that  you  should  do  more." 

You  see,  my  lords,  he  has  completely  put  the  whole  gov- 
ernment into  the  hands  of  a  man,  who  had  noname,  char- 
acter, or  oflScial  situation,  but  that  of  the  company's  resident 
at  that  place.  Let  us  now  see  what  is  the  office  of  a  resi- 
dent. It  is  to  reside  at  the  court  of  the  native  prince,  to 
give  the  council  notice  of  the  transactions  that  are  going  on 
there,  and  to  take  care  that  the  tribute  be  regularly  paid,  kist 
by  kist ;  but  we  have  seen  that  Mr.  Markham,  the  resident 
at  Benares,  was  invested  by  Mr.  Hastings  with  supreme  au- 
thority in  this  unhappy  country.  He  was  to  name  whoever 
he  pleased  to  its  government,  with  the  exception  of  Oossaun 
Sing,  and  to  drive  out  the  person  who  had  possessed  it  under 
an  authority,  which  could  only  be  revoked  by  the  council. 
Thus  Mr.  Hastings  delegated  to  Mr.  Markham  an  authority 
which  he  himself  did  not  really  possess,  and  which  could 
only  be  legally  exercised  through  the  medium  of  the  council. 

With  respect  to  Durbedgy  Sing,  he  adds,  —  "  He  has  dis- 
honored my  choice  of  him."  My  choice  of  him  !  "  It  now 
only  remains  to  guard  against  the  ill  effects  of  his  misconduct, 
to  detect  and  punish  it.  To  this  end  I  desire  that  the  offi- 
cers to  be  appointed  in  consequence  of  these  instructions  do, 
with  as  much  accuracy  and  expedition  as  possible,  make  out 
an  account  of  the  receipts,  disbursements,  and  transactions  of 
Durbedgy  Sing,  during  the  time  he  has  acted  as  naib  of  the 
zemiudary  of  Benares ;  and  I  desire  you  will,  in  my  name, 
assure  him,  that  unless  he  pays  at  the  limited  time,  every 
rupee  of  the  revenue  due  to  the  company,  his  life  shall  answer 
for  the  default.  I  need  not  caution  you  to  provide  against 
his  flight,  and  the  removal  of  his  effects."  He  here  says,  my 
lords,  that  he  will  detect  and  punish  him  ;  but  the  first  thing 
he  does,  without  any  detection,  even  before  the  accounts  he 
talks  of  are  made  up,  and  without  knowing  whether  he  has 
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got  the  money  or  not,  he  declares  that  he  will  have  every 
rupee  paid  at  the  time,  or  otherwise  the  naib's  life  shall  pay 
for  it. 

Is  this  the  language  of  a  British  governor ;  of  a  person  ap- 
pointed to  govern,  by  lawy  nations  subject  to  the  dominion 
and  under  the  protection  of  this  kingdom  ?  Is  he  to  order  a 
man  to  be  first  imprisoned  and  deprived  of  his  property  ;  then 
for  an  inquiry  to  be  made,  and  to  declare,  during  that  inquiry, 
that  if  every  rupee  of  a  presumed  embezzlement  be  not  paid 
up,  the  life  of  his  victim  shall  answer  for  it  ?  And  accord- 
ingly this  man's  life  did  answer  for  it,  as  I  have  already  had 
occasion  to  mention  to  your  lordships. 

I  will  now  read  Mr.  Markbam's  letter  to  the  council,  in 
which  he  enters  into  the  charges  against  Durbedgy  Sing, 
after  this  unhappy  man  had  been  imprisoned. 

Benares,  24th  of  October,  1782. — "  I  am  sorry  that  my  duty 
obliges  me  to  mention  to  your  honorable  board,  my  apprehen- 
sions of  a  severe  loss  accruing  to  the  honorable  company,  if 
Baboo  Durbedgy  Sing  is  continued  in  the  naibut  during  the 
present  year.  I  ground  my  fears  on  the  knowledge  I  have 
had  of  his  mismanagement ;  the  bad  choice  he  has  made  of 
his  aumils  ,*  the  mistrust  which  they  have  of  him  ]  and  the 
several  complaints  which  have  been  preferred  to  me,  by  the 
ryotts  of  almost  every  pergunnah  in  the  zemindary.  I  did 
not  choose  to  waste  the  time  of  your  honorable  board,  in 
listening  to  my  representations  of  his  inattention  to  the  com- 
plaints of  oppression,  which  were  made  to  him  by  his  ryotts, 
as  I  hoped  that  a  letter  he  received  from  the  honorable  gov- 
ernor-general would  have  had  weight  sufficient  to  have  made 
him  more  regular  in  his  business,  and  more  careful  of  his 
son's  interest." 

My  lords,  think  of  the  condition  of  your  government  in 
India !  Here  is  a  resident  at  Benares  exercising  power  not 
given  to  him  by  virtue  of  his  office,  but  given  only  by  the 
private  orders  of  the  prisoner  at  your  bar.  And  what  is  it  he 
does  ?     He  says,  he  did  not  choose  to  trouble  the  council 
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with  a  particular  account  of  his  reasons  for  removing  a  man 
who  possessed  an  high  office  under  their  immediate  appoint- 
ment. The  council  was  not  to  know  them :  he  did  not 
choose  to  waste  the  time  of  their  honorable  board,  in  listening 
to  the  complaints  of  the  people.  No ;  the  honorable  board  is 
not  to  have  its  time  wasted  in  that  improper  manner  ;  there- 
fore, without  the  least  inquiry  or  inquisition,  the  man  must 
be  imprisoned,  and  deprived  of  his  office  :  he  must  have  all 
his  property  confiscated,  and  be  threatened  with  the  loss  of 
his  life. 

These  are  crimes,  my  lords,  for  which  the  Commons  of 
Great  Britain  knock  at  the  breasts  of  your  consciences,  and 
call  for  justice.  They  would  think  themselves  dishonored 
for  ever,  if  they  had  not  brought  these  crimes  before  your 
lordships,  and  with  the  utmost  energy  demanded  your  vin- 
dictive justice,  to  the  fullest  extent  in  which  it  can  be  ren- 
dered. 

But  there  are  some  aggravating  circumstances  in  these 
crimes,  which  I  have  not  yet  stated.  It  appears  that  this 
unhappy  and  injured  man  was,  without  any  solicitation  of  his 
own,  placed  in  a  situation,  the  duties  of  which  even  Mr. 
Hastings  considered  it  impossible  for  him  to  execute.  Instead 
of  supporting  him  with  the  countenance  of  the  supreme  gov- 
ernment, Mr.  Hastings  did  every  thing  to  lessen  his  weight, 
his  consequence,  and  authority.  And  when  the  business  of 
the  collection  became  embarrassed,  without  any  fault  of  his, 
that  has  ever  yet  been  proved,  Mr.  Markham  instituted  an 
inquiry.  What  kind  of  inquiry  it  was  that  would  or  could 
be  made,  your  lordships  will  judge.  While  this  was  going 
on,  Mr.  Markham  tells  you,  that  in  consequence  of  orders 
which  he  had  received,  he  first  put  him  iuto  a  gentle  con- 
finement. Your  lordships  know  what  that  confinement  was  ; 
and  you  know  what  it  is  for  a  man  of  his  rank  to  be  put  into 
any  confinement.  We  have  shown  he  was  thereby  incapable 
of  transacting  business.  His  life  had  been  threatened,  if  he 
should  not  pay  in  the  balance  of  his  accounts  within  a  short 
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limited  time ;  still  he  was  subjected  to  confinement  while 
he  had  money  accounts  to  settle  with  the  whole  country. 
Could  a  man  in  gaol,  dishonored  and  reprobated,  take  effec- 
tual means  to  recover  the  arrears  which  he  was  called  upon 
to  pay  ?  Could  he,  in  such  a  situation,  recover  the  money 
which  was  unpaid  to  him,  in  such  an  extensive  district  as 
Benares.  Yet  Mr.  Markheun  tells  the  council,  he  thought 
proper  ''  that  Durbedgy  Sing  should  be  put  under  a  gentle 
confinement,  until  I  shall  receive  your  honorable  board's 
orders  for  any  future  measures."  Thus  Mr.  Markham,  with- 
out any  orders  from  the  council,  assumed  an  authority  to  do 
that,  which  we  assert  a  resident  at  Benares  had  no  right  to 
do  ,*  but  to  which  he  was  instigated  by  Mr.  Hastings's  recom- 
mendation, that  Durbedgy  Sing  should  be  prevented  firom 
flight. 

Now,  my,  lords,  was  it  to  be  expected,  that  a  man  of  Dur- 
bedgy Sing's  rank  should  suffer  these  hardships  and  indig- 
nities ;  and  at  the  same  time  kiss  the  rod  and  say,  I  have 
deserved  it  all  ?  We  know,  that  all  mankind  revolts  at  op- 
pression, if  it  be  real.  We  know,  that  men  do  not  willingly 
submit  to  punishment  just  or  unjust ,-  and  we  find,  that  Dur- 
bedgy Sing  had  near  relatives,  who  used  for  his  relief  all 
the  power  which  was  left  them  ,* — that  of  remonstrating  with 
his  oppressors.  Two  arzies,  or  petitions,  were  presented  to 
the  council,  of  which  we  shall  first  call  your  lordships'  atten- 
tion to  one  from  the  Dowager  princess  of  Benares,  in  favor  of 
her  child  and  of  her  family. 

From  the  raunee,  widow  of  Bulwant  Sing,  received  the 
16th  of  December,  1782, — "  I  and  my  children  have  no 
hopes  but  from  your  highness,  and  our  honor  and  rank  are 
bestowed  by  you. — ^Mr.  Markham,  from  the  advice  of  my 
enemies,  having  protected  the  farmers,  would  not  permit  the 
balances  to  be  collected.  Baboo  Durbedgy  Sing  frequently 
before  desired  that  gentleman  to  show  his  resentment  against 
the  people  who  owed  balances,  that  the  balances  might  be 
collected,  and  to  give  ease  to  his  mind  for  the  present  year, 
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confonnably  to  the  requests  signed  by  the  presence,  that  he 
might  complete  the  bundobust.  But  that  gentleman  would 
not  listen  to  him ;  and  having  appointed  a  mutseddy  and 
taveeldar,  employs  them  in  the  collections  of  the  year, 
and  sent  two  companies  of  sepoys  and  arrested  Baboo  Dur- 
bedgy  Sing  upon  this  charge,  that  he  had  secreted  in  his 
house  many  lacks  of  rupees  from  the  collections,  and  he  car- 
ried the  mutseddies  and  treasurer  with  their  papers  to  his 
own  presence.  He  neither  ascertained  this  matter  by  proofs, 
nor  does  he  complete  the  balance  of  the  sircar  from  the 
jaidaads  of  the  balances ;  right  or  wrong,  he  is  resolved  to 
destroy  our  lives.  As  we  have  no  asylum  or  hope  except 
from  your  highness,  and  as  the  Almighty  has  formed  your 
mind  to  be  a  distributer  of  justice  in  these  times,  I  therefore 
hope  from  the  benignity  of  your  liighness,  that  you  will  in- 
quire and  do  justice  in  this  matter,  and  that  an  aumeen  may 
be  appointed  from  the  presence,  that  having  discovered  the 
crimes  or  innocence  of  Baboo  Durbedgy  Sing,  he  may  report 
to  the  presence.  Further  particulars  will  be  made  known  to 
your  highness  by  the  arzie  of  my  son  rajah  Mehipnarain 
Bahader." 

Arzie  from  rajah  Mehipnarain  Barhader,  received  16th  De- 
cember, 1?82. — "  I  before  this  had  the  honor  of  addressing 
several  arzies  to  your  presence,  but  from  my  unfortunate 
state,  not  one  of  them  has  been  perused  by  your  highness, 
that  my  situation  might  be  fully  learnt  by  you.  The  case  is 
this ;  Mr.  Markham,  from  the  advice  of  my  enemies,  having 
occasioned  several  kinds  of  losses,  and  given  protection  to 
those  who  owed  balances,  prevented  the  balance  from  being 
collected ;  for  this  reason,  that  the  money  not  being  paid  in 
time,  the  Baboo  might  be  convicted  of  inability.  From  this 
reason,  all  the  owers  of  balances  refused  to  pay  the  Malwa- 
jib  of  the  sircar.  Before  this,  the  Baboo  had  frequently  de- 
sired that  gentleman  to  show  his  resentment  against  the 
persons  who  owed  the  balances,  that  the  balances  might  be 
paid,  and  that  his  mind  might  be  at  ease  for  the  present  year, 
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80  that  the  bundobust  of  the  present  year  might  be  comple- 
ted ;  adding,  that  if,  next  year,  such  kinds  of  injuries,  and 
protection  of  the  farmers,  were  to  happen,  he  should  not  be 
able  to  support  it." 

I  am  here  to  remark  to  your  lordships,  that  the  last  of 
these  petitions  begins  by  stating,  "  I  before  this  have  had  the 
honor  of  addressing  several  arzies  to  your  presence ;  but 
from  my  unfortunate  state,  not  one  of  them  has  been  perused 
by  your  highness."  My  lords  if  there  is  any  one  right  secured 
to  the  subject,  it  is  that  of  presenting  a  petition,  and  having 
that  petition  noticed.  This  right  grows  in  importance,  in 
proportion  to  the  power  and  despotic  nature  of  the  govern- 
ments to  which  the  petitioner  is  subject.  For  where  there 
is  no  sort  of  remedy  from  any  fixed  laws,  nothing  remains 
but  complaint,  and  prayers,  and  petitions.  This  was  the  case 
in  Benares,  for  Mr.  Hastings  had  destroyed  every  trace  of 
law,  leaving  only  the  police  of  the  single  city  of  Benares. 
Still  we  find  this  complaint,  prayer,  and  petition,  was  not  the 
first,  but  only  one  of  many,  which  Mr.  Hastings  took  no  no- 
tice of,  entirely  despised,  and  never  would  suffer  to  be  pro- 
duced to  the  council ;  which  never  knew  any  thing,  until 
this  bundle  of  papers  came  before  them,  of  the  complaint  of 
Mr.  Markham  against  Durbedgy  Sing,  or  of  the  complaint  of 
Durbedgy  Sing  against  Mr.  Markham. 

Observe,  my  lords,  the  person  that  put  Durbedgy  Sing  in 
prison  was  Mr.  Markham ;  while  the  complaint  in  the  arzie 
is,  that  Mr.  Markham  was  himself  the  cause  of  the  very 
failure  for  which  he  imprisoned  him.  Now  what  was  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings,  as  judge?  He  has  two  persons 
before  him ;  the  one  in  the  ostensible  care  of  the  revenue  of 
the  country ;  the  other  his  own  agent,  acting  under  his  au- 
thority. The  first  is  accused  by  the  second,  of  default  in  his 
payments :  the  latter  is  complained  of  by  the  former,  who 
says,  that  the  occasion  of  the  accusation  had  been  furnished 
by  him  the  accuser.  The  judge,  instead  of  granting  redress, 
dismisses  the  complaints  against  Mr.  Markham  with  repre- 
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hension,  and  sends  the  complainant  to  rot  in  prison,  without 
making  one  inquiry,  or  giving  himself  the  trouble  of  stating 
to  Mr.  Markham  the  complaints  against  him,  and  desiring 
him  to  clear  himself  from  them.  My  lords,  if  there  were 
nothing  but  this  to  mark  the  treacherous  and  perfidious  na- 
ture of  this  conduct,  this  would  be  sufficient. 

In  this  state  of  things,  Mr.  Hastings  thus  writes : — "  To 
Mr.  Markham.  The  measures  which  you  have  taken  with 
Baboo  Durbedgy  Sing,  are  perfectly  right  and  proper,  so  far 
as  they  go,  and  we  now  direct,  that  you  exact  from  him, 
with  the  utmost  rigor,  every  rupee  of  the  collections  which 
it  shall  appear  that  he  has  made,  and  not  brought  to  account, 
and  either  confine  him  at  Benares,  or  send  him  prisoner  to 
Chonar,  and  keep  him  in  confinement  until  he  shall  have 
discharged  the  whole  of  the  amount  due  from  him."  He 
here  employs  the  very  person  against  whom  the  complaint  is 
made,  to  imprison  the  complainant.  He  approves  the  con- 
duct of  his  agent,  without  having  heard  his  defence,  and 
leaves  him  at  his  option,  to  keep  his  victim  a  prisoner  at 
Benares,  or  to  imprison  him  in  the  fortress  of  Chunar,  the  in- 
fernal place  to  which  he  sends  the  persons  whom  he  has  a 
mind  to  extort  money  from. 

Your  lordships  will  be  curious  to  know,  how  this  debt  of 
Durbedgy  Sing  stood  at  the  time  of  his  imprisonment.  I 
will  state  the  matter  to  your  lordships  briefly,  and  in  plain 
language,  referring  you  for  the  particulars  of  the  account  to 
the  papers  which  are  in  your  minutes.  It  appears  from  them, 
that  towards  the  end  of  the  yearly  account  in  1782,  a  kist,  or 
payment,  of  eight  lacks,  (about  £80,000,)  the  balance  of  the 
annual  tribute,  was  due.  In  part  of  this  kist,  Durbedgy  Sing 
I^id  two  lacks,  (£20,000.)  Of  the  remaining  six  lacks, 
(£60,000,)  the  outstanding  debts  in  the  country  due  to  the 
revenue,  but  not  collected  by  the  naib,  amounted  to  four 
lacks,  (je40,000.)  Thus  far  the  account  is  not  controverted 
by  the  accusing  party ;  but  Mr.  Markham  asserts,  that  he 
shall  be  able  to  prove  that  the  naib  had  also  actually  received 
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the  other  two  lacks,  (je20,000;)  and  consequently  was  an 
actual  defaulter  to   that  amount,  and  had,  upon  the  whole, 
suffered  the  annual  tribute  to  fall  six  lacks  in  arrear.     The 
naib  denies  the  receipt  of  the  two  lacks  just  mentioned,  and 
challenges  inquiry;  but   no  inquiries   appear  to  have  been 
made^  and  to  this  hour  Mr.  Markham  has  produced  no  proof 
of  the  fact.     With  respect  to  the  arrear  of  the  tribute  money 
which  appeared  on  the  balance  of  the  whole  account,  the 
naib  defended  himself  by  alleging  the  distresses  of  the  coun- 
try, the  diminution  of  his  authority,  and  the  want  of  support 
from  the  supreme  government,  in  the  collection  of  the  reve- 
nues ;  and  he  asserts,  that  he  has  assets  sufficient,  if  time 
and  power  be  allowed  him  for  collecting  them,  to  discharge 
the  whole  balance  due  to  the  company.     The  immediate 
payment  of  the  whole  balance  was  demanded,  and  Durbedgy 
Sing,  unable  to  comply  with  the  demand,  was  sent  to  prison. 
Thus  stood  the  business,  when  Mr.  Markham,  soon  after  he 
had  sent  the  naib  to  prison,  quitted  the  residency ;  he  was 
succeeded  by  Mr.  Benn,  who  acted  exactly  upon  the  same 
principle.     He  declares,  that  the  six  lacks  demanded  were 
not  demanded  upon  the  principle  of  its  having  been  actually 
collected  by  him,  but  upon  the  principle  of  his  having  agreed 
to  pay  it.     We  have,  say  Mr.  Hastings's  agents  to  the  naib, 
we  have  a  Jew's  bond.      If  it  is  in  your  bond,  we   will 
have  it,  or  we  will  have  a  pound  of  your  flesh  ;  whether  you 
have  received  it  or  not,  is  no  business  of  ours.     About  this 
time  some  hopes  were  entertained  by  the  resident,  that  the 
naib's  personal  exertions  in  collecting  the  arrears  of  the  trib- 
ute might  be  useful.     These  hopes  procured  him  a  short 
liberation  from  his  confinement.     He  was  let  out  of  prison, 
and  appears  to  have  made  another  payment  of  half  a  lack  of 
rupees.     Still  the  terms  of  the  bond  were  insisted  on,  al- 
though Mr.  Hastings  had  allowed  that  these  terms  were  ex- 
travagant, and  only  one  lack  and  a  half  of  the  money  which 
had  been  actually  received,  remained  unpaid.     One  would 
think  that  common  charity,  that  common  decency,  that  com- 
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mon  regard  to  the  decorum  of  life,  would,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, have  hindered  Mr.  Hastings  from  imprisoning 
him  again.  But,  my  lords,  he  was  imprisoned  again.  He 
continued  in  prison  till  Mr.  Hastings  quitted  the  country ; 
and  there  he  soon  after  died, — a  victim  to  the  enormous  op- 
pression which  has  been  detailed  to  your  lordships. 

It  appears  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  residents  had  been 
using  other  means  for  recovering  the  balance  due  to  the  com- 
pany. The  family  of  the  rajah  had  not  been  paid  one  shil- 
ling of  the  £60,000  allowed  for  their  maintenance.  They 
were  obliged  to  mortgage  their  own  hereditary  estates  for 
their  support,  while  the  residents  confiscated  all  the  property 
of  Durbedgy  Sing.  Of  the  money  thus  obtained,  what  ac- 
count has  been  given?  None,  my  lords,  none.  It  must, 
therefore,  have  been  disposed  of  in  some  abominably  corrupt 
way  or  other,  while  this  miserable  victim  of  Mr.  Hastings 
was  left  to  perish  in  a  prison,  after  he  had  been  elevated  to 
the  highest  rank  in  the  country. 

But,  without  doubt,  they  found  abundance  of  eflfects  after 
his  death  ?  No,  my  lords ;  they  did  not  find  any  thing.  They 
ransacked  his  house ;  they  examined  all  his  accounts,  every 
paper  that  he  had,  in  and  out  of  prison.  They  searched  and 
scrutinized  every  thing.  They  had  every  penny  of  his  for- 
tune, and  I  believe,  though  I  cannot  with  certainty  know, 
that  the  man  died  insolvent ;  and  it  was  not  pretended  that 
he  had  ever  applied  to  his  own  use  any  part  of  the  company's 
money. 

Thus  Durbedgy  Sing  is  gone ;  this  tragedy  is  finished ;  a' 
second  rajah  of  Benares  has  been  destroyed.  I  do  not  speak 
of  that  miserable  puppet,  who  was  said  by  Mr.  Hastings  to 
be  in  a  state  of  childhood  when  arrived  at  manhood  ;  but  of 
the  person  who  represented  the  dignity  of  the  family.  He 
is  gone  ;  he  is  swept  away ;  and  in  his  name,  in  the  name  of 
this  devoted  Durbedgy  Sing,  in  the  name  of  his  afflicted 
family,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the  country,  thus  op- 
pressed by  an  usurped  authority,  in  the  name  of  all  these,  re- 
11* 
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specting  whom  justice  has  been  thus  outraged,  we  call  upon 
your  lordships  for  justice. 

We  are  now  at  the  commencement  of  a  new  order  of 
things.  Mr.  Markham  had  been  authorized  to  appoint  who- 
ever he  pleased  as  naib,  with  the  exception  of  Oossaun  Sing. 
He  accordingly  exercises  this  power,  and  chooses  a  person 
ealled  Jagger  Deo  Sing.  From  the  time  of  the  confinement 
of  Durbedgy  Sing,  to  the  time  of  this  man's  being  put  into 
the  government,  in  whose  hands  were  the  revenues  of  the 
country  ?  Mr.  Markham  himself  has  told  you,  at  your  bar, 
that  they  were  in  his  hands :  that  he  was  the  person  who 
not  only  named  this  man,  but  that  he  had  the  sole  manage- 
ment of  the  revenues ;  and  he  was,  of  course,  answerable  for 
them  all  that  time.  The  nominal  title  of  zemindar  was  still 
left  to  the  miserable  pageant  who  held  it ;  but  even  the  very 
name  soon  fell  entirely  out  of  use.  It  is  in  evidence  before 
your  lordships,  that  his  name  is  not  even  so  much  as  men- 
tioned in  the  proceedings  of  the  government ;  and  that  the 
person,  who  really  governed,  was  not  the  ostensible  Jagger 
Deo  Sing,  but  Mr.  Markham.  The  government,  therefore, 
was  taken  completely  and  entirely  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
person  who  had  a  legal  right  to  administer  it ;  out  of  the 
hands  of  his  guardians ;  out  of  the  hands  of  his  mother ; 
out  of  the  hands  of  his  nearest  relations  ;  and  in  short,  of  all 
those  who,  in  the  common  course  of  things,  ought  to  have 
been  entrusted  with  it.  From  all  such  persons  I  say,  it  was 
taken,  and  where,  my  lords,  was  it  deposited  ?  Why,  in  the 
hands  of  a  man,  of  whom  we  know  nothing,  and  of  whom 
we  never  heard  any  thing,  before  we  heard  that  Mr.  Markham 
of  his  own  usurped  authority,  authorized  by  the  usurped  au- 
thority of  Mr.  Hastings,  without  the  least  communication 
with  the  council,  had  put  him  in  possession  of  that  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  Markham  himself,  as  I  have  just  said,  administered  the 
revenues  alone,  without  the  smallest  authority  for  so  doing, 
without  the  least  knowledge  of  the  council,  till  Jagger  Deo 
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SiDg  was  appcMnted  naib.  Did  he  then  give  up  his  anthority? 
No  such  thing.  All  the  measures  of  Jagger  Deo  Sing's  gov- 
ernment were  taken  with  the  concurrence  and  joint  manage- 
ment of  Mr.  Harkham.  He  conducted  the  whole ;  the  settle- 
ments were  made,  the  leases  and  agreements  with  fanners  all 
regulated  by  him.  I  need  not  tell  yon,  I  believe,  that  Jagger 
Deo  Sing  was  not  a  person  of  very  much  authority  in  the 
case :  your  lordships  would  laugh  at  me,  if  I  said  iie  was. 
The  revenue  arrangements  were,  I  firmly  believe,  regulated 
and  made  by  Mr.  Harkham.  But  whether  they  were  or 
"were  not,  it  comes  to  the  same  thing.  If  they  were  impro- 
perly made  and  improperly  conducted,  Mr.  Hastings  is  rfr> 
sponsible  for  the  whole  of  the  mismanagement,  for  he  gave 
the  entire  control  to  a  person  who  had  little  experience ;  who 
was  young  in  the  world ;  (and  this  is  the  excuse  I  wish  to 
make  for  a  gentleouui  of  that  age.)  He  appointed  him,  and 
gave  him  at  large  a  discretionary  authority  to  name  whom 
he  pleased  to  be  the  ostensible  naib  ;  but  we  know,  that  he 
took  the  principal  part  himself  in  all  his  settlements  and  in 
all  his  proceedings. 

Soon  after  the  naib  had  been  thus  appointed  and  instructed 
by  Ifr.  Markham,  he  settled,  under  his  directions,  the  admin- 
istration of  the  country.  Mr.  Markham  then  desires  leave 
from  Mr.  Hastings  to  go  down  to  Calcutta.  I  imagine  he 
never  returned  to  Benares ;  he  comes  to  Europe  ;  and  here 
end  the  acts  of  this  viceroy  and  delegate. 

Let  us  now  begin  the  reign  of  Mr.  Benn  and  Mr.  Fowke. 
These  gentlemen  had  just  the  same  power  delegated  to  them 
that  Mr.  MarTrhftin  possessed,  not  one  jot  less  that  I  know  of; 
and  they  were  therefore  responsible,  and  ought  to  have  been 
called  to  an  account  by  Mr.  Hastings,  for  every  part  of  their 
proceedings.  I  will  not  give  you  my  own  account  of  the 
reign  of  these  gentlemen ;  but  I  will  read  to  you  what  Mr. 
Hastings  has  thought  proper  to  represent  the  state  of  the  peo- 
ple to  be  under  their  government.  This  course  will  save 
your  lordships  time  and  trouble,  for  it  will  nearly  supersede 
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all  observations  of  mine  upon  the  subject.  I  hold  in  my 
hand  Mr.  Hastings's  representation  of  the  effects  produced  by 
a  government,  which  was  conceived  by  himself,  carried  into 
effect  by  himself,  and  illegally  invested  by  him  with  illegal 
powers,  without  any  security  or  responsibility  of  any  kind. 
Hear,  I  say,  what  an  account  Mr.  Hastings  gave,  when  he 
afterwards  went  up  to  Benares  upon  another  wicked  project, 
and  think  what  ought  to  have  been  his  feelings  as  he  looked 
upon  the  ruin  he  had  occasioned.  Think  of  the  condition 
in  which  he  saw  Benares  the  first  day  he  entered  it.  He 
then  saw  it  beautiful,  ornamented,  rich  ;  an  object,  that  envy 
would  have  shed  tears  over  for  its  prosperity — that  humanity 
would  have  beheld  with  eyes  glistening  with  joy  for  the 
comfort  and  happiness  which  were  there  enjoyed  by  man : — 
a  country  flourishing  in  cultivation  to  such  a  degree,  that 
the  soldiers  were  obliged  to  march  in  single  files  through  the 
fields  of  corn,  to  avoid  damaging  them ;  a  country,  in  which 
Mr.  Stables  has  stated,  that  the  villages  were  thick  beyond 
all  expression ;  a  country  where  the  people  pressed  rotind 
their  sovereign,  as  Mr.  Stables  also  told  you,  with  joy,  tri- 
umph, and  satisfaction.  Such  was  the  country ;  and  in  such 
a  state  and  under  such  a  master  was  it  when  he  first  saw  it. 
See  what  it  now  is  under  Warren  Hastings ;  see  what  it  is 
under  the  British  government ;  and  then  judge  whether  the 
Commons  are  or  are  not  right  in  pressing  the  subject  upon 
your  lordships  for  your  decision  ;  and  letting  you  and  all  this 
great  auditory  know,  what  sort  of  a  criminal  you  have  before 
you,  who  has  had  the  impudence  to  represent  to  your  lord- 
ships at  your  bar,  that  Benares  is  in  a  flourishing  condition 
in  defiance  of  the  evidence  which  we  have  under  his  own 
hands ;  and  who,  in  all  the  false  papers  that  have  been  circu- 
lated to  debauch  the  public  opinion,  has  stated,  that  we,  the 
Commons,  have  given  a  false  representation  as  to  the  state  of 
the  country  under  the  English  government. 

Lucknow,  the  2d  of  April,  1784.   Addressed  to  the  honora- 
ble Edward  Whaler,  Esq.,  &c.  Signed  Warren  Hastings.     It 
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is  in  page  306  of  the  printed  miDutes. — ^^  Gentlemen, — ^HaT- 
ing  contrived  by  making  forced  stages,  while  the  troops  of 
my  escort  marched  at  the  ordinary  rate,  to  make  a  stay  of 
five  days  at  Benares,  I  was  thereby  furnished  with  the  means 
of  acquiring  some  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  province 
TV^hich  I  am  anxious  to  communicate  to  you  ;  indeed  the  in- 
quiry, which  was  in  a  great  degree  obtruded  upon  me,  affect- 
ed me   with  very  mortifying  reflections  on  my  own  inabili- 
ty to  apply  it  to  any  useful  purpose.     From  the  confines  of 
Buzar  to  Benares  I  was  followed  and  fatigued  by  the  clamors 
of  the  discontented  inhabitants.    It  was  what  I  expected  in  a 
degree,  because  it  is  rare  that  the  exercise  of  authority  should 
prove  satisfactory  to  all  who  are  the  objects  of  it.     The  dis- 
tresses which  were  produced  by  the  iong  continued  drought, 
unavoidably  tended  to  heighten  the  general  discontent ;  yet  I 
have  reason  to  fear,  that  the  cause  existed  principally  in  a  de- 
fective, if  not  a  corrupt  and  oppressive  administration.     Of  a 
multitude  of  petitions  which  were  presented  to  me,  and  of 
which  I  took  minutes,  every  one  that  did  not  relate  to  a  per- 
sonal grievance,  continued  the  representation  of  one  and  the 
same  species  of  oppression,  which  is  in  its  nature  of  an  influ- 
ence most  fatal  to  the  future  cultivation.     The  practice  to 
which  I  allude,  is  this — ^it  is  affirmed,  that  the  aumils  and 
renters  exact  from  the  proprietors  of  the  actual  harvest,  a 
large  increase  in  kind  on  their  stipulated  rent,  that  is,  from 
those  who  hold  their  pottahs  by  the  tenure  of  paying  one- 
half  of  the  produce  of  their  crops,  either  the  whole  without  a 
subterfuge,  or  a  large  proportion  of  it  by  false  measurement 
or  other  pretexts ;  and  from  those  whose  engagements  are  for 
a  fixed  rent  in  money,  the  half  or  a  greater  proportion  is  ta- 
ken in  kind  ,-  this  is  in  effect  a  tax  upon  the  industry  of  the 
inhabitants,  since  there  is  scarcely  a  field  of  grain  in  the  pro- 
vince, I  might  say,  not  one,  which  has  not  been  preserved  by 
the  incessant  labor  of  the  cultivator,  by  digging  welb  for  their 
supply  or  watering  them  from  the  wells  of  Marisonry,  with 
which  this  country  abounds,  or  from  the  neighboring  tanks. 
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nrerSf  and  nullahs.  The  people  who  imposed  on  themselves 
this  volmitary  and  extraordinary  labor,  and  not  unattended 
with  expense,  did  it  in  the  expectation  of  reaping  the  profits 
of  it ;  and  it  is  as  certain  that  they  would  not  have  done  it, 
if  they  had  known  that  their  rulers,  from  whom  they  were 
entitled  to  an  indemnification,  would  take  from  them  what 
they  had  so  hardly  earned ;  if  the  same  administration  con- 
tinues, and  the  country  shall  again  labor  under  a  want  of  the 
natural  rains,  every  field  will  be  abandoned,  the  revenue  fail, 
and  thousands  perish  through  the  want  of  subsistence  ;  for 
who  will  labor  for  the  sole  benefit  of  others  and  to  make 
himself  the  subject  of  vexation  ?  These  practices  are  not 
to  be  imputed  to  the  aumils  employed  in  the  districts,  but  to 
the  naib  himself.  The  avowed  principle  on  which  he  acts, 
and  which  he  acknowledged  to  myself,  is,  that  the  whole 
sum  fixed  for  the  revenue  of  the  province  must  be  collected, 
and  that  for  this  purpose  the  deficiency  axising  in  places 
where  the  crops  have  failed,  or  which  have  been  left  uncul- 
tivated, must  be  supplied  from  the  resources  of  others  where 
the  soil  has  been  better  suited  to  the  season,  or  the  indus- 
try of  the  cultivators  more  successfully  exerted  ;  a  principle 
which,  however  specious  and  plausible  it  may  at  first  appear, 
certainly  tends  to  the  most  pernicious  and  destructive  conse- 
quences. If  this  declaration  of  the  naib  had  been  made  only 
to  myself,  I  might  have  doubted  my  construction  of  it ;  but  it 
was  repeated  by  him  to  Mr.  Anderson,  who  understood  it 
exactly  in  the  same  sense.  In  the  management  of  the  cub* 
toms,  the  conduct  of  the  naib,  or  of  the  officers  under  him, 
was  forced  also  upon  my  attention.  The  exorbitant  rates 
exacted  by  an  arbitrary  valuation  of  the  goods,  the  practice 
of  exacting  duties  twice  on  the  same  goods,  first  from  the 
seller  and  afterwards  from  the  buyer ;  and  the  vexatious 
disputes  and  delays  drawn  on  the  merchants  by  these  op- 
pressions, were  loudly  complained  of;  and  some  instances 
of  this  kind  were  said  to  exist  at  the  very  time  when  I 
was  in  Benares.    Under  such  circumstances  we  are  not  to 
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wonder  if  the  merchants  of  foreign  countries  are  discour- 
aged from  resorting  to  Benares,  and  if  the  commerce  of  that 
province  should  annually  decay. 

"  Other  evils  or  imputed  evils  have  accidentally  come  to 
my  knowledge,  which  I  will  not  now  particularize,  as  I  hope 
that,  with  the  assistance  of  the  resident,  they  may  be  in  part 
corrected ;  one,  however,  I  must  mention,  because  it  has 
been  verified  by  my  own  observation,  and  is  of  that  kind 
which  reflects  an  unmerited  reproach  on  our  general  and  na- 
tional character.  When  I  was  at  Buxar,  the  resident  at  my 
desire  enjoined  the  naib  to  appoint  creditable  people  to  every 
town  through  which  our  route  lay,  to  persuade  and  encour- 
age the  inhabitants  to  remain  in  their  houses,  promising  to 
give  them  guards  as  I  approached,  and  they  required  it  for 
their  protection  ;  and  that  he  might  perceive  how  earnest  I 
was  for  his  observance  of  this  precaution,  (which  I  am  cer- 
tain was  faithfully  delivered,)  I  repeated  it  to  him  in  person, 
and  dismissed  him,  that  he  might  precede  me  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  but  to  my  great  disappointment,  I  found  every  place 
through  which  I  passed  abandoned ;  nor  had  there  been  a 
man  left  in  any  of  them  for  their  protection.  I  am  sorry  to 
add,  that  from  Buxar  to  the  opposite  boundary,  I  have  seen 
nothing  but  the  traces  of  complete  devastation  in  every  vil- 
lage, whether  caused  by  the  followers  of  the  troops,  which 
have  lately  passed,  for  their  natural  relief,  and  I  know  not 
whether  my  own  may  not  have  had  their  share,  or  from  the 
apprehension  of  the  inhabitants  left  to  themselves,  and  of 
themselves  deserting  their  houses.  I  wish  to  acquit  my  own 
countrymen  of  the  blame  of  these  unfavorable  appearances  ; 
and  in  my  own  heart  I  do  acquit  them :  for  at  one  encamp- 
ment, near  a  large  village  called  Derrara,  in  the  pergunnah  of 
Zemaneea,  a  crowd  of  people  came  to  me,  complaining  that 
their  former  aumil,  who  was  a  native  of  the  place,  and  had 
long  been  established  in  authority  over  them,  and  whose 
custom  it  had  been,  whenever  any  troops  passed,  to  remain 
in  person  on  the  spot,  for  their  protection,  having  been  re- 
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moved,  the  new  aumil,  on  the  approach  of  any  military  de- 
tachment, himself  first  fled  from  the  place,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants, having  no  one  to  whom  they  could  apply  for  redress, 
or  for  the  representation  of  their  grievances,  and  being  thus 
remediless,  fled  also  ;  so  that  their  houses  and  effects  became 
a  prey  to  any  person  who  chose  to  plunder  them.  The  gen- 
eral conclusion  appeared  to  me  an  inevitable  consequence 
from  such  a  state  of  facts,  and  my  own  senses  bore  testimony 
to  it  in  this  specific  instance ;  nor  do  I  know  how  it  is  pos- 
sible for  any  officer  commanding  a  military  party,  how  atten- 
tive soever  he  may  be  to  the  discipline  and  forbearance  of 
his  people,  to  prevent  disorders,  when  there  is  neither  oppo- 
sition to  hinder,  nor  evidence  to  deter  them.  These,  and 
many  other  irregularities,  I  impute  solely  to  the  naib ;  and  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  recommend  his  instant  removal.  I  would 
myself  have  dismissed  him,  had  the  control  of  this  province 
come  within  the  line  of  my  powers,  and  have  established 
such  regulations  and  checks,  as  would  have  been  most  likely 
to  prevent  the  like  irregularities.  I  have  said  checks,  be- 
cause, unless  there  is  some  visible  influence,  and  a  powerful 
and  able  one  impended  over  the  head  of  the  manager,  no 
system  can  avail.  The  next  appointed  may  prove,  from  some 
defect,  as  unfit  for  the  office  as  the  present ;  for  the  choice  is 
limited  to  few,  without  experience  to  guide  it.  The  first 
was  of  my  own  nomination ;  his  merits  and  qualifications 
stood  in  equal  balance  with  my  knowledge  of  those  who 
might  have  been  the  candidates  for  the  office :  but  he  was 
the  father  of  the  rajah,  and  the  affinity  sunk  the  scale  wholly 
in  his  favor ;  for  who  could  be  so  fit  to  be  entrusted  with 
the  charge  of  his  son's  interest,  and ;  the  new  credit  of  the 
rising  family  ?  He  deceived  my  expectations.  Another  was 
recommended  by  the  resident,  and  at  my  instance  the  board 
appointed  him.  This  was  Jagger  Deo  Sing,  the  present  naib. 
I  knew  him  not,  and  the  other  members  of  the  board  as 
little. 

While  Mr.  Markham  remained  in  office,  of  whom,  as  his 
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immediate  patron,  he  may  have  stood  in  awe,  I  am  told  that 
he  restrained  his  natural  disposition,  which  has  been  descri- 
bed to  me  as  rapacious,  unfeeling,  haughty,  and  to  an  ex- 
treme, vindictive.  I  cannot  avoid  remarking,  that,  excepting 
the  city  of  Benares  itself,  the  province  depending  upon  it  is 
in  effect,  without  a  government,  the  naib  exercising  only  a 
dependant  jurisdiction  without  a  principal.  The  rajah  is 
without  authority,  and  even  his  name  disused  in  the  official 
instruments  issued  or  taken  by  the  manager.  The  represen- 
tation of  his  situation  shall  be  the  subject  of  another  letter  ; 
I  have  made  this  already  too  long,  and  shall  confine  it  to  the 
single  subject  for  the  communication  of  which  it  was  begun. 
This  permit  me  to  recapitulate.  The  administration  of  the 
province  is  misconducted,  and  the  people  oppressed ;  trade 
discouraged,  and  the  revenue,  though  said  to  be  exceeded  in 
the  actual  collections  by  many  lacks,  (for  I  have  a  minute  ac- 
count of  it,  which  states  the  net  amount,  including  jaghires, 
as  something  more  than  fifty-one  lacks,)  in  danger  of  a  rapid 
decline,  from  the  violent  appropriation  of  its  means  ;  the  naib 
or  manager  is  unfit  for  his  office  ;  a  new  manager  is  required, 
and  a  system  of  official  control,  in  a  word,  a  constitution  ; 
for  neither  can  the  board  extend  its  superintending  powers  to 
a  district  so  remote  from  its  observation,  nor  has  it  delegated 
that  authority  to  the  resident,  who  is  merely  the  representa- 
tive of  government,  and  the  receiver  of  its  revenue  in  the  last 
process  of  it  ]  nor  indeed  would  it  be  possible  to  render  him 
wholly  so,  for  reasons  which  I  may  hereafter  detail." 

My  lords,  you  have  now  heard, — ^not  from  the  managers, 
— ^not  from  records  of  office, — ^not  from  witnesses  at  your 
bar, — but  from  the  prisoner  himself,  the  state  of  the  country 
of  Benares,  from  the  time  that  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  dele- 
gated residents  had  taken  the  management  of  it.  My  lords, 
it  is  a  proof,  beyond  all  other  proof,  of  the  melancholy  state 
of  the  country,  in  which,  by  attempting  to  exercise  usurped 
and  arbitrary  power,  all  power  and  all  authority  become  ex- 
tinguished, complete  anarchy  takes  place,  and   nothing   of 


X73  SPEECH  IN  THE  IMPEACHMENT  OF 

goverament  appears  but  the  means  of  robbing  and  ravaging, 
with  an  utter  indisposition  to  take  one  step  for  the  protection 
of  the  people. 

Think,  my  lords,  what  a  triumphal  progress  it  was  for  a 
British  governor,  from  one  extremity  of  the  province  to  the 
other,  (for  so  be  has  stated  it,)  to  be  pursued  by  the  cries  of 
an  oppressed  and  ruined  people,  where  they  dared  to  appear 
before  him ;  and  when  they  did  not  dare  to  appear,  flying 
from  every  place  ;  even  the  very  magistrates  being  the  first 
to  fly  !  Think,  my  lords,  that  when  these  unhappy  people 
saw  the  appearance  of  a  British  soldier,  they  fled  as  from  a 
pestilence ;  and  then  think,  that  these  were  the  people  who 
labored  in  the  manner  which  you  have  just  heard  ;  who  dug 
their  own  wells ;  whose  country  would  not  produce  any  thing 
but  from  the  indefatigable  industry  of  its  inhabitants ;  and 
that  such  a  meritorious,  such  an  industrious  people,  should  be 
subjected  to  such  a  cursed  anarchy,  under  pretence  of  reve- 
nue ;  to  such  a  cursed  tyranny,  under  the  pretence  of  govern- 
ment! 

But  Jagger  Deo  Sing  was  unfit  for  his  oflSice. — ^How  dared 
you  to  appoint  a  man  unfit  for  his  oflice  ? — ^O,  it  signified 
little,  without  their  having  a  constitution. — ^Why  did  you 
destroy  the  official  constitution  that  existed  before  ?  How 
dared  you  to  destroy  those  establishments  which  enabled  the 
people  to  dig  wells  and  to  cultivate  the  country  like  a  garden, 
Und  then  to  leave  the  whole  in  the  hands  of  your  arbitrary 
and  wicked  residents,  and  their  instruments,  chosen  without 
the  least  idea  of  government,  and  without  the  least  idea  of 
t)rotection  ?  God  has  sometimes  converted  wickedness  into 
madness ;  and  it  is  to  the  credit  of  human  reason,  that  men 
who  are  not  in  some  degree  mad,  are  never  capable  of  being 
in  the  highest  degree  wicked.  The  human  faculties  and 
reason  are  in  such  cases  deranged  ;  and,  therefore,  this  man 
has  been  dragged  by  the  just  vengeance  of  providence  to 
make  his  own  madness  the  discoverer  of  his  own  wicked, 
perfidious,  and  cursed  machinations,  in  that  devoted  country. 
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Think,  my  lords,  of  what  he  says  respecting  the  military. 
He  says,  there  is  no  restraining  them,  that  they  pillage  the 
country  wherever  they  go.  But  had  not  Mr.  Hastings  him* 
self  just  before  encouraged  the  military  to  pillage  the  coun- 
try ?  Did  he  not  make  the  people's  resistance,  when  the 
soldiers  attempted  to  pillage  them,  one  of  the  crimes  of  Cheit 
Sing  ?  And  who  would  dare  to  obstruct  the  military  in  their 
abominable  ravages,  when  they  knew  that  one  of  the  articles 
of  Cheit  Sing's  impeachment  was  bis  having  suffered  the 
people  of  the  country,  when  plundered  by  these  wicked 
soldiers,  to  return  injury  for  injury,  and  blow  for  blow  ? 
When  they  saw,  I  say,  that  these  were  the  things  for  which 
Cheit  Sing  was  sacrificed,  there  was  manifestly  nothing  left 
for  them  but  flight.  What !  fly  from  a  governor-general  ? 
Tou  would  expect  he  was  bearing  to  the  country,  upon  his 
balmy  and  healing  wings,  the  cure  of  all  its  disorders  and  of 
all  its  distress.  No  ;  they  knew  him  too  well ;  they  knew 
him  to  be  the  destroyer  of  the  country ;  they  knew  him  to 
be  the  destroyer  of  their  sovereign,  the  destroyer  of  the  per« 
sons  whom  he  had  appointed  to  govern  under  him ;  they 
knew  that  neither  governor,  sub-governor,  nor  subject,  could 
enjoy  a  moment's  security  while  he  possessed  supreme  power. 
This  was  the  state  of  the  country  ;  and  this  the  Commons  of 
England  call  upon  your  lordships  to  avenge. 

Let  us  now  see  what  is  next  done  by  the  prisoner  at  your 
bar.  He  is  satisfied  with  simply  removing  from  his  office 
Jagger  Deo  Sing,  who  is  accused  by  him  of  all  these  corrup- 
tions and  oppressions  ;  the  other  poor  unfortunate  man,  who 
was  not  even  accused  of  malversations  in  such  a  degree,  and 
against  whom  not  one  of  the  accusations  of  oppression  was 
regularly  proved ;  but  who  had,  in  Mr.  Hastings's  eye,  the 
one  unpardonable  fault  of  not  having  been  made  richer  by 
his  crimes,  was  twice  imprisoned,  and  finally  perished  in 
prison.  But  we  have  never  heard  one  word  of  the  imprison- 
ment of  Jagger  Deo  Sing,  who,  I  believe,  after  some  mock 
inquiry,  was  acquitted. 
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Here,  my  lords,  I  must  beg  you  to  recollect  Mr.  Hastings's 
proceeding  with  Gunga  Govin  Sing  ;  and  to  contrast  his  con- 
duct towards  these  two  peculators  with  his  proceeding  towards 
Durbedgy  Sing.  Such  a  comparison  will  let  your  lordships 
into  the  secret  of  one  of  the  prisoner's  motives  of  conduct 
upon  such  occasions.  When  you  will  find  a  man  pillaging 
and  desolating  a  country,  in  the  manner  Jagger  Deo  Sing  is 
described  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  have  done,  but  who  takes  care 
to  secure  to  himself  the  spoil,  you  will  likewise  find  that  such 
a  man  is  safe,  secure,  unpunished.  Your  lordships  will  recol- 
lect the  desolation  of  Dinagepore.  You  will  recollect  that 
the  rapacious  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  (the  coadjutor  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings in  peculation,)  out  of  £80,000,  which  he  had  received 
on  the  company's  account,  retained  £40,000  for  his  own 
use.;  and  that  instead  of  being  turned  out  of  his  employment, 
and  treated  with  rigor  and  cruelty,  he  was  elevated  in  Mr. 
Hastings's  grace  and  favor,  and  never  called  upon  for  the 
restoration  of  a  penny.  Observe,  my  lords,  the  diflference  in 
his  treatment  of  men  who  have  wealth  to  purchase  impunity, 
or  who  have  secrets  to  reveal,  and  of  another  who  has  no 
such  merit,  and  is  poor  and  insolvent. 

We  have  shown  your  lordships  the  etfects  of  Mr.  Hastings's 
government  upon  the  country  and  its  inhabitants ;  and  al- 
though I  have  before  suggested  to  you  some  of  its  effects 
upon  the  army  of  the  company,  I  will  now  call  your  atten- 
tion to  a  few  other  observations  on  that  subject.  Your  lord- 
ships will,  in  the  first  place,  be  pleased  to  attend  to  the  char- 
acter which  he  gives  of  this  army.  You  have  heard  what 
he  tells  you  of  the  state  of  the  country  in  which  it  was 
stationed,  and  of  the  terror  which  it  struck  into  the  inhabi- 
tants. The  appearance  of  an  English  soldier  was  enough  to 
strike  the  country  people  with  affright  and  dismay.  They, 
every  where,  he  tells  you,  fled  before  them,  and  yet  they  are 
the  officers  of  this  very  army,  who  are  brought  here  as  wit- 
nesses to  express  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  people  of 
India.     To  be  sure  a  man  who  never  calls  Englishmen  to  an 
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account  for  any  robbery  or  injury  whatever ;  who  acquits 
them,  upon  their  good  intentions,  without  any  inquiry,  will 
in  return  for  this  indemnity  have  their  good  words.  We  are 
not  surprised  to  find  them  coming  with  emulation  to  your 
bar,  to  declare  him  possessed  of  all  virtues ;  and  that  no  body 
has  or  can  have  a  right  to  complain  of  him.  But  we,  my 
lords,  protest  against  these  indemnities.  We  protest  against 
their  good  words.  We  protest  against  their  testimonials  ; 
and  we  insist  upon  your  lordships  trying  him,  not  upon  what 
this  or  that  officer  says  of  his  good  conduct,  but  upon  the 
proved  result  of  the  actions  tried  before  you.  Without  as- 
cribing, perhaps,  much  guilt  to  men  who  must  naturally  wish 
to  favor  the  person  who  covers  their  excesses, — who  suffers 
their  fortunes  to  be  made,  you  will  know  what  value  to  set 
upon  their  testimony.  The  Commons  look  on  those  testi- 
monies with  the  greatest  slight,  and  they  consider  as  nothing 
all  evidence  given  by  persons,  who  are  interested  in  the  very 
cause  ;  persons  who  derive  their  fortunes  from  the  ruin  of  the 
very  people  of  the  country,  and  who  have  divided  the  spoils 
with  the  man  whom  we  accuse.  Undoubtedly  these  officers 
will  give  him  their  good  word.  Undoubtedly  the  residents 
will  give  him  their  good  word.  Mr.  Markham  and  Mr.  Benn, 
and  Mr.  Fowke,  if  he  had  been  called ;  every  servant  of  the 
company,  except  some  few,  will  give  him  the  same  good 
word,  every  one  of  them  ;  because,  my  lords,  they  have  made 
their  fortunes  under  him,  and  their  conduct  has  not  been  in- 
quired into. 

But  to  return  to  the  observations  we  were  making  upon  the 
ruinous  effects,  in  general,  of  the  successive  governments 
which  had  been  established  at  Benares,  by  the  prisoner  at 
your  bar.  These  effects,  he  would  have  you  believe,  arose 
from  the  want  of  a  constitution.  Why,  I  again  ask,  did  he 
destroy  the  constitution,  which  he  found  established  there, 
or  suffer  it  to  be  destroyed  ?  But  he  had  actually  authorized 
Mr.  Markham  to  make  a  new,  a  regular,  an  official  constitu- 
tion.   Did  Mr.  Markham  make  it  ?    No  ;  though  he  professed 
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to  do  it,  it  never  uras  done  ;  and  so  far  from  there  being  any 
regular,  able,  efficient  constitution,  you  see  there  was  an  ab- 
solute and  complete  anarchy  in  the  country.  The  native 
inhabitants,  deprived  of  their  ancient  government,  were  so 
far  from  looking  up  to  their  new  masters  for  protection,  that 
the  moment  they  saw  the  face  of  a  soldier  or  of  a  British 
person  in  authority  they  fled  in  dismay,  and  thought  it  more 
eligible  to  abandon  their  houses  to  robbery,  than  to  remain 
exposed  to  the  tyranny  of  a  British  governor.  Is  this  what 
they  call  British  dominion  ?  Will  you  sanction,  by  your 
judicial  authority,  transactions  done  in  direct  defiance  of  your 
legislative  authority  ?  Are  they  so  injuriously  mad  as  to 
suppose  your  lordships  can  be  corrupted  to  betray  in  your 
judicial  capacity,  (the  most  sacred  of  the  two,)  what  you  have 
ordained  in  your  legislative  character  ? 

My  lords,  I  am  next  to  remind  you,  what  this  man  has 
had  the  insolence  and  audacity  to  state  at  your  bar.  ''  In 
fact,"  says  he,  "  I  can  adduce  very  many  gentlemen  now  in 
London,  to  confirm  my  assertions,  that  the  countries  of  Be- 
nares and  Gauzepore,  were  never,  within  the  memory  of  Eng- 
lishmen, so  well  protected,  so  peaceably  governed,  or  more 
industriously  cultivated  than  at  the  present  moment." 

Your  lordships  know,  that  this  report  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
which  has  been  read,  was  made  in  the  year  1784.  Your 
lordships  know,  that  no  step  was  taken,  while  Mr.  Hastings 
remained  in  India,  for  the  regulation  and  management  of  the 
country.  If  there  was,  let  it  be  shown.  There  was  no  con- 
stitution framed,  nor  any  other  means  taken  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  country,  except  the  appointment  of  Ajit  Sing  in 
the  room  of  Durbedgy  Sing,  to  reign  like  him,  and  like  him 
to  be  turned  out.  Mr.  Hastings  left  India,  in  February,  1786, 
he  arrived  here,  as  I  believe,  in  June,  or  July  following. 
Our  proceedings  against  him  commenced  in  the  sessions  of 
1786 ;  and  this  defence  was  given,  I  believe,  in  the  year 
1787.  Yet,  at  that  time,  when  he  could  hardly  have  received 
any  account  from  India,  he  was  ready  he  says  to  produce  the 
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evidence  (and  no  doubt  might  have  done  so)  of  many  gentle- 
men, whose  depositions  would  have  directly  contradicted 
what  he  had  himself  deposed  of  the  stale  in  whicli  he,  so 
short  a  time  before,  had  left  the  country.  Your  lordships 
cannot  suppose  that  it  could  have  recovered  its  prosperity 
within  that  time.  We  know  you  may  destroy  that  in  a  day 
which  will  take  up  years  to  build.  We  know  a  tyrant  can 
in  a  moment  ruin  and  oppress,  but  you  cannot  restore  the 
dead  to  life  :  you  cannot  in  a  moment  restore  fields  to  culti- 
vation :  you  cannot,  as  you  please,  make  the  people,  in  a 
moment,  restore  old  or  dig  new  wells ;  and  yet  Mr.  Hastings 
dared  to  say  to  the  Commons  that  he  would  produce  persons 
to  refute  the  account  which  wo  had  fresh  from  himself.  We 
will,  however,  undertake  to  show  you,  that  the  direct  con- 
trary was  the  fact. 

I  will  first  refer  you  to  Mr.  Barlow's  account  of  the  state 
of  trade.  Your  lordships  will  there  find  a  full  exposure  of 
the  total  falsehood  of  the  prisonor's  assertions.  You  will  find 
that  Mr.  Hastings  himself  had  been  obliged  to  give  orders 
for  the  change  of  almost  every  one  of  the  regulations  he  had 
made  ;  your  lordships  may  there  see  the  madness  and  folly  of 
tyranny  attempting  to  regulate  trade.  In  the  printed  minutes, 
page  2830,  your  lordships  will  see  how  completely  Mr.  Hast- 
ings had  ruined  the  trade  of  the  country.  You  will  find, 
that,  wherever  he  pretended  to  redress  the  grievances  which 
he  had  occasioned,  he  did  not  take  care  to  have  any  one  part 
of  his  pretended  redress  executed.  When  you  consider  the 
anarchy  in  which  he  states  the  country  through  which  he 
passed  to  have  been,  you  may  easily  conceive,  that  regulations 
for  the  protection  of  trade,  without  the  means  of  enforcing 
them,  must  be  nugatory. 

Mr.  Bariow  was  sent,  in  the  years  1786  and  1787,  to  ex- 
amine into  the  state  of  the  country.  He  has  stated  the  eflfect 
of  all  those  regulations,  which  Mr.  Hastings  has  had  the  as- 
surance to  represent  here  as  prodigies  of  wisdom.  At  the 
very  time  when  our  charge  was  brought  to  this  House,  (it  is 

VOL-  vui.  12 
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a  remarkable  period,  and  we  desire  your  lordships  to  advert  to 
it,)  at  that  time — I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  not  on  the 
very  same  day  that  we  brought  our  chaise  to  your  bar,  Mr. 
Duncan  was  sent  by  Liord  Cornwallis  to  examine  into  the 
state  of  that  province.  Now,  my  lords,  you  have  Mr.  Duncan's 
report  before  you,  and  you  will  judge  whether  or  not,  by  any 
regulation  which  Mr.  Hastings  had  made,  or  whether,  through 
any  means  used  by  him,  that  country  had  recovered,  or  was 
recovering.  Your  lordships  will  there  find  other  proofs  of 
the  audacious  falsehood  of  his  representation,  that  all  which 
he  had  done  had  operated  on  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants 
very  greatly  in  favor  of  British  integrity  and  good  govern- 
ment.  Mr.  Duncan's  report  will  not  only  enable  you  to 
decide  upon  what  he  has  said  himself;  it  will  likewise  enable 
you  to  judge  of  the  credit  which  is  due  to  the  gentlemen 
now  in  London,  whom  he  can  produce  to  confirm  his  asser- 
tions, that  the  country  of  Benares  and  Gauzepore  were  neveri 
within  the  memory  of  Englishmen,  so  well  protected  and 
cultivated  as  at  the  present  moment. 

Instead,  therefore,  of  a  speech  from  me,  jrou  shall  hear 
what  the  country  says  itself,  by  the  report  of  the  last  com- 
missioner who  was  sent  to  examine  it  by  Lord  Cornwallis. 
The  perfect  credibility  of  his  testimony,  Mr.  Hastings  has 
established  out  of  Lord  Cornwallis's  mouth;  who,  being 
asked  the  character  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Duncan,  has  declared, 
that  there  is  nothing  he  can  report  of  the  state  of  the  coun- 
try, to  which  you  ought  not  to  give  credit.  Your  lordships 
will  now  see  how  deep  the  wounds  are  which  tyranny  and 
arbitrary  power  must  make  in  a  country  where  their  exist- 
ence is  suffered ;  and  you  will  be  pleased  to  observe,  that 
this  statement  was  made  at  a  time  when  Mr.  Hastings  was 
amusing  us  with  his  account  of  Benares. 
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Extract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  resident  at  Benares^  under 
date  the  16/A  February^  1788,  at  the  pergunnah  of  Our-' 
rah  Dehmah,  tfc. ;  printed  minutes,  page  2610. 

''  The  resident  having  arrived  in  this  pergunnah  of  Gnrrah 
Dehmah,  from  that  of  Mohammedabad,  is  very  sorry  to  ob* 
serve,  that  it  seems  about  one  third  at  least  uncultivated, 
owing  to  the  mismanagement  of  the  few  last  years.  The 
rajah  however  promises,  that  it  shall  be  by  next  year  in  a 
complete  state  of  cultivation ;  and  Tobarck  Hossaine,  his 
aumeen,  aumil,  or  agent,  professes  his  confidence  of  the  same 
happy  effects,  saying,  that  he  has  already  brought  a  great 
proportion  of  the  land,  that  lay  fallow  when  he  came  into 
the  pergunnah  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  into  cultivation  ; 
and  that  it  being  equally  the  rajah's  directions,  and  his  own 
wish,  he  does  not  doubt  of  being  successful  in  regard  to  the 
remaining  part  of  the  waste  land." 

Reportj  dated  the  18th  of  February,  at  the  pergunnah  of 

Bulleah. 

^'  The  resident  having  come  yesterday  into  this  pergunnah, 
from  that  of  Gurrah  Dehmah,  finds  its  appearance  much  su- 
perior to  that  pergunnah,  in  point  of  cultivation  ;  yet  it  is  on 
the  decline  so  far,  that  its  collectable  jumma  will  not  be  so 
much  this  year  as  it  was  last ;  notwithstanding  all  the  efforts 
of  Reazel  Husn,  the  agent  of  Khulb  Ali  Khan,  who  has 
farmed  this  pergunnah  upon  a  three  years'  lease,  (of  which 
the  present  is  the  last,)  during  which  his,  that  is,  the  head 
farmer's,  management  cannot  be  applauded,  as  the  funds  of 
the  pergunnah  are  very  considerably  declined  in  his  hands  ; 
indeed  Reazel  Husn  declares,  that  this  year  there  was  little 
or  no  khereof,  or  first  harvest,  in  the  pergunnah ;  and  that 
it  has  been  merely  by  the  greatest  exertions  that  he  has  pre- 
vailed on  the  ryots  to  cultivate  the  rubby  crop  which  is 
now  on  the  ground,  and  seems  plentiful." 
12* 
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Report  dated  the  %Qth  of  February^  at  the  pergunnah  of 

Khereed. 

<'  The  resident,  having  this  day  come  into  the  pergunnah 
of  Khereed)  finds  that  part  of  it  laying  between  the  frontiers 
of  BuUeah,  the  present  station,  and  Bansdeah,  (which  is  one 
of  the  tuppahs  or  subdivisions  of  Khereed,)  exceedingly 
wasted  and  uncultivated.  The  said  tuppah  is  subfarmed  by 
Gobind  Ram,  from  Kulub  Ali  Bey,  and  Gobind  Ram  has 
again  under-rented  it  to  the  zemindars." 

Rqport  dated  the  23d  February^  at  the  pergunnah  of  Sekun- 

derpoor. 

"  The  resident  is  set  out  for  Sekunderpoor,  and  is  sorry  to 
observe,  that  for  about  six  or  seven  coss  that  he  had  further 
to  pass  through  the  pergunnah  of  Kereebs,  the  whole  ap- 
peared one  continued  waste  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  on 
both  sides  of  the  road.  The  pergunnah  Sekunderpoor,  begin- 
ning about  a  coss  before  he  reached  the  village,  an  old  fort 
of  that  name,  appeared  to  a  little  more  advantage,  but  even 
here  the  crops  seem  very  scanty,  and  the  ground  more  than 
half  fallow." 


Extract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  resident  at  Benares,  under 
date  the  26lh  February,  at  the  pergunnah  of  Sekunder- 
poor. 

<'  The  resident  now  leaves  Sekunderpoor  to  proceed  to 
Nurgurah,  the  head  cutcherry  of  the  pergunnah.  He  is 
sorry  to  observe,  that  during  the  whole  way  between  these 
two  places,  which  are  at  the  distance  of  six  coss  or  twelve 
miles  from  each  other,  not  above  twenty  fields  of  cultivated 
ground  are  to  be  seen,  all  the  rest  being,  as  far  as  the  eye  can 
reach,  except  just  in  the  vicinity  of  Nuggeha,  one  general 
waste  of  long  grass,  with  here  and  there  some  straggling 
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jungly  trees.  This  falling  off  in  the  cultivation  is  said  to 
have  happened  in  the  course  of  but  a  few  years,  that  is  since 
the  late  rajah's  expulsion. 

Your  lordships  will  observe,  the  date  of  the  ruin  of  this 
country,  is  the  expulsion  of  Cheit  Sing. 

Extract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  resident  at  Benares^  under 
date  the  27th  February^  at  the  pergunnah  of  Sekunder^ 
poor. 

"  The  resident  meant  to  have  proceeded  from  this  place  to 
Cossimabad,  but  understanding  that  the  village  of  Ressenda, 
the  capital  of  the  pergunnah  of  Susknesser,  is  situated  at 
three  coss  distance,  and  that  many  Rhardarry  collections  are 
there  exacted,  the  zemindars  and  ryots  being,  it  seems,  all 
one  body  of  Rajepoots,  who  affect  to  hold  themselves  in 
some  sort  independent  of  the  rajah's  government,  paying 
only  a  mohurrery  of  fixed  jumma,  (which  it  may  be  sup- 
posed is  not  over-rated,)  and  managing  their  inferior  concerns 
as  they  think  fit ;  the  resident  thought  it  proper  on  this  report 
to  deviate  a  little  from  his  intended  route,  by  proceeding  this 
day  to  Ressenda,  where  he  accordingly  arrived  in  the  after- 
noon ;  and  the  remaining  part  of  the  country  near  the  road 
through  Sekunderpoor,  from  Nuggurha  to  Seundah  appear- 
ing nearly  equally  waste  with  the  former  part,  as  already 
noticed  in  the  proceedings  of  the  26th  instant. 

''The  rajah  is  therefore  desired  to  appoint  a  person  to 
bring  those  waste  lands  into  cultivation,  in  like  manner  as  he 
has  done  in  Khereed,  with  this  difference  or  addition  in  his 
instructions,  that  he  subjoin  in  those  to  the  Aband  Kar  or 
manager  of  the  recultivation  of  Sekunderpoor,  the  rates  at 
-which  he  is  authorized  to  grant  pottahs,  for  the  various  kinds 
of  land  ,-  and  it  is  recommended  to  him,  to  make  these  rates 
even  somewhat  lower  than  he  may  himself  think  strictly 
conformable  to  justice,  reporting  the  particulars  to  the  resi- 
dent. 
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'^  The  rajah  is  also  desired  to  prepare  and  transmit  a  table 
of  similar  rates  to  the  Aband  Ear,  of  pergunnah  Khereed. 
"(signed)         Jon'^  Duncan^ 
"  Benares,  "  Resident." 

« the  12th  September,  1788." 

Here  your  lordships  find,  in  spite  of  Mr.  Hastings  himself, 
in  spite  of  all  the  testimonies  which  he  has  called,  and  of 
all  the  other  testimonies  which  he  would  have  called,  that 
his  own  account  of  the  matter  is  confirmed  against  his  own 
pretended  evidence  ;  you  find  his  own  written  account  con- 
firmed in  a  manner  not  to  be  doubted  ;  and  the  only  differ- 
ence between  his  account  and  this  is,  that  the  people  did  not 
fly  from  Mr.  Duncan  when  he  approached,  as  they  fled  from 
Mr.  Hastings.  They  did  not  feel  any  of  that  terror  at  the 
approach  of  a  person  from  the  beneficient  government  of 
Lord  Cornwallis,  with  which  they  had  been  entirely  filled  at 
the  appearance  of  the  prisoner  at  your  bar.  From  him  they 
fled  in  dismay.  They  fled  from  his  very  presence  as  from  a 
consuming  pestilence,  as  from  something  far  worse  than 
drought  and  famine  ]  they  fled  from  him  as  a  cruel,  corrupt, 
and  arbitrary  governor,  which  is  worse  than  any  other  evil 
that  ever  afliicted  mankind. 

You  see,  my  lords,  in  what  manner  the  country  has  been 
wasted  and  destroyed  ,*  and  you  have  seen  by  the  date  of 
these  measures,  that  they  have  happened  within  a  few  years, 
namely,  since  the  expulsion  of  rajah  Cheit  Sing.  There  be- 
gins the  era  of  calamity.  Ask  yourselves  then,  whether  you 
will  or  can  countenance  the  acts  which  led  directly  and  ne- 
cessarily to  such  consequences  ?  Your  lordships  will  mark 
what  it  is  to  oppress  and  expel  a  cherished  individual  from 
bis  government,  and  finally  to  subvert  it.  Nothing  stands 
after  him  ;  down  go  all  order  and  authority  with  him ;  ruin 
and  desolation  fall  upon  the  country ;  the  fields  are  unculti- 
vated, the  wells  are  dried  up.  The  people,  says  Mr.  Duncan, 
promised  indeed,  some  time  or  other,  under  some  other  gov- 
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eromenty  to  do  something.  They  will  again  cultivate  the 
lands,  when  they  can  get  assurance  of  security.  My  lords, 
judge,  I  pray  you,  whether  the  House  of  Commons,  when 
they  had  read  the  account  which  Mr.  Hastings  has  himself 
given  of  the  dreadful  consequences  of  his  proceedings,  when 
they  had  read  the  account  given  by  Mr.  Duncan,  of  an  uncul- 
tivated country  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  would  not 
have  shown  themselves  unworthy  to  represent  not  only  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain,  but  the  meanest  village  in  it,  if 
they  had  not  brought  this  great  criminal  before  you,  and 
called  upon  {rour  lordships  to  punish  him.  This  ruined 
country,  its  desolate  fields,  and  its  undone  inhabitants,  all  call 
for  vengeance  upon  the  head  of  this  execrable  criminal. 

Oh  !  but  we  ought  to  be  tender  towards  his  personal  char- 
acter ;  extremely  cautious  in  our  speech ;  we  ought  not  to 
let  indignation  loose.  My  lords,  we  do  let  our  indignation 
loose.  We  cannot  bear  with  patience  this  afliction  of  man- 
kind.  We  will  neither  abate  our  energy,  relax  in  our  feel- 
ings, nor  in  the  expressions  which  those  feelings  dictate. 
Nothing  but  corruption  like  his  own  could  enable  any  man 
to  see  such  a  scene  of  desolation  and  ruin  unmoved.  We  feel 
pity  for  the  works  of  God  and  man  ;  we  feel  horror  for  the 
debasement  of  human  nature  ;  and  feeling  thus,  we  give  a 
loose  to  our  indignation,  and  coll  upon  your  lordships  for 
justice. 

Strange  as  it  may  appear  to  your  lordships,  there  remains 
to  be  stated  an  aggravation  of  his  crimes,  and  of  his  victims' 
misery.  Would  you  consider  it  possible,  my  lords,  that  there 
could  be  an  aggravation  of  such  a  case  as  you  have  heard  ? 
Would  you  think  it  possible  for  a  people  to  suffer  more  than 
the  inhabitants  of  Benares  have  suffered,  from  the  noble 
possessor  of  the  splendid  mansion  down  to  the  miserable 
tenants  of  the  cottage  and  the  hut  ?  Yes,  there  is  a  state  of 
misery,  a  state  of  degradation  far  below  all  that  you  have 
yet  heard.  It  is,  my  lords,  that  these  miserable  people  should 
eome  to  your  brdsbips'  bar,  and  declare,  that  they  have 
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never  felt  one  of  those  grievances  of  which  they  complain  ; 
that  not  one  of  those  petitions,  with  which  they  pursued  Mr. 
Hastings,  had  a  word  of  truth  in  it ;  that  they  felt  nothing 
under  his  government  but  ease,  tranquillity,  joy,  and  happi- 
ness ;  that  every  day  during  his  government  was  a  festival, 
and  every  night  an  illumination  and  rejoicing.  The  addresses 
which  contain  these  expressions  of  satisfaction  have  been 
produced  at  your  bar,  and  have  been  read  to  your  lordships. 
You  must  have  heard  with  disgust,  at  least,  these  flowers  of 
oriental  rehetoric,  penned  at  ease  by  dirty  hireling  moonshees 
at  Calcutta,  who  make  these  people  put  their  seals,  not  to 
declarations  of  their  ruin,  but  to  expressions  of  their  sati&- 
faction.  You  have  heard  what  he  himself  says  of  the  coun- 
try ;  you  have  heard  what  Mr.  Duncan  says  of  it ;  you  have 
heared  the  cries  of  the  country  itself  calling  for  justice  upon 
him  I  and  now,  my  lords,  hear  what  he  has  made  these  peo- 
ple say.  ''  We  have  heard  that  the  gentlemen  in  England 
are  displeased  with  Mr.  Hastings,  on  suspicion  that  he  op- 
pressed us,  the  inhabitants  of  this  place ; — took  our  money 
by  deceit  and  force,  and  ruined  the  country."  They  then 
declare  solemnly  before  God,  according  to  their  different  re- 
ligions, that  Mr.  Hastings  "  distributed  protection  and  secu- 
rity to  religion,  and  kindness  and  peace  to  all.  He  is  free," 
(say  they,) '^  from  the  charge  of  embezzlement  and  fraud, 
and  his  heart  is  void  of  covetousness  and  avidity.  During 
the  period  of  his  government,  no  one  ever  experienced  from 
him  other  than  protection  and  justice,  never  having  felt 
hardships  from  him  ;  nor  did  the  poor  ever  know  the  weight 
of  an  oppressive  hand  from  him.  Our  characters  and  repu- 
tation have  been  always  guarded  in  quiet  from  attack,  by  the 
vigilance  of  his  prudence  and  foresight,  and  by  the  terror  of 
bis  justice." 

Upon  my  word,  my  lords,  the  paragraphs  are  delightful. 
Observe,  in  this  translation  from  the  Persian,  there  is  all  the 
fluency  of  an  English  paragraph  well  preserved.  All  I  can 
say  is,  that  these  people  of  Benares  feel  their  joy,  comfort,  and 
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satisfactioD,  in  swearing  to  the  falseness  of  Mr.  Hastings's 
representation  against  himself.  In  spite  of  his  own  testimony, 
they  say,  "He  secured  happiness  and  joy  to  us.  He  re- 
established the  foundation  of  justice ;  and  we  at  all  times 
during  his  government  lived  in  comfort  and  passed  our  days 
in  peace."  The  shame  of  England,  and  of  the  English 
government,  is  here  put  upon  your  lordships  records.  Here 
you  have,  just  following  that  afflicting  report  of  Mr.  Duncan's, 
and  that  account  of  Mr.  Hastings  himself,  in  which  he  said 
the  inhabitants  fled  before  his  face,  the  addresses  of  these  mis- 
erable people.  He  dares  to  impose  upon  your  eyesight — 
upon  your  common  sense — upon  the  plain  faculties  of  man- 
kind. He  dares,  in  contradiction  to  all  his  own  assertions, 
to  make  these  people  come  forward  and  swear,  that  they 
have  enjoyed  nothing  but  complete  satisfaction  and  pleasure, 
during  the  whole  time  of  his  government. 

My  lords,  I  have  done  with  this  business,  for  I  have  now 
reached  the  climax  of  degradation  and  suffering,  after  moving 
step  by  step  through  the  several  stages  of  tyranny  and  op- 
pression. I  have  done  with  it,  and  have  only  to  ask  in  what 
country  do  we  live,  where  such  a  scene  can  by  any  possibil- 
ity be  offered  to  the  public  eye  ! 

Let  us  here,  my  lords,  make  a  pause. — ^You  have  seen 
what  Benares  was  under  its  native  government.  You  have 
seen  the  condition  in  which  it  was  left  by  Cheit  Sing,  and 
you  have  seen  the  state  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  left  it.  The 
rankling  wounds  which  he  has  inflicted  upon  the  country, 
and  the  degradation  to  which  the  inhabitants  have  been  sub- 
jected, have  been  shown  to  your  lordships.  You  have  now  to 
consider,  whether  or  not  you  will  fortify  with  your  sanction, 
any  of  the  detestable  principles  upon  which  the  prisoner 
justifies  his  enormities. 

My  lords,  we  shall  next  come  to  another  dependent  prov- 
ince, when  I  shall  illustrate  to  your  lordships  still  further, 
the  effects  of  Mr.  Hastings's  principles.  I  allude  to  the 
province  of  Oude  ;  a  country,  which,  before  our  acquaintance 
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with  it,  was  ia  the  same  happy  and  flourishing  condition 
with  Benares ;  and  which  dates  its  period  of  decline  and 
misery  from  the  time  of  our  intermeddling  with  it.  The 
nabob  of  Oude  was  reduced,  as  Cheit  Sing  was,  to  be  a 
dependant  on  the  company ;  and  to  be  a  greater  dependant 
than  Cheit  Sing,  because  it  was  reserved  in  Cheit  Sing's 
agreement,  that  we  should  not  interfere  in  his  government. 
We  interfered  in  every  part  of  the  nabob's  government ;  we 
reduced  his  authority  to  nothing ;  we  introduced  a  perfect 
scene  of  anarchy  and  confusion  into  the  country,  where  there 
was  no  authority  but  to  rob  and  destroy. 

I  have  not  strength  at  present  to  proceed ;  but  I  hope  I 
shall  soon  be  enabled  to  do  so.  Your  lordships  cannot,  I  am 
sure,  calculate  from  your  own  youth  and  strength ;  for  I  have 
done  the  best  I  can,  and  find  myself  incapable  just  at  this 
moment  of  going  any  further. 

[Adjourned.] 
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TRIAL. 
THURSDAY,  5th  JUNE,  17M. 


FOURTH  DAY  OF  REPLY. 
(Mb.  Borkx.) 

Mt  Lords, — ^When  I  last  had  the  honor  of  addressing  your 
lordships  from  this  place,  my  want  of  strength  obliged  me  to 
conclude  where  the  patience  of  a  people,  and  the  prosperity 
of  a  country,  subjected  by  solemn  treaties  to  British  govern- 
ment, had  concluded.  We  have  left  behind  us  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Benares  ;  after  having  seen  them  driven  into  rebel- 
lion by  tyranny  and  oppression,  and  their  country  desolated 
by  our  misrule.  Your  lordships,  I  am  sure,  have  had  the 
map  of  India  before  you,  and  know  that  the  country  so  de- 
stroyed and  so  desolated,  was  about  one-fifth  of  the  size  of 
England  and  Wales,  in  geographical  extent,  and  equal  in  pop- 
ulation to  about  a  fourth.  Upon  this  scale  you  will  judge  of 
the  mischief  which  has  been  done. 

My  lords,  we  are  now  come  to  another  devoted  province  : 
we  march  from  desolation  to  desolation  ;  because  we  follow 
the  steps  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.,  governor-general  of  Ben- 
gal. You  will  here  find  the  range  of  his  atrocities  widely  ex- 
tended. But  before  I  enter  into  a  detail  of  them,  I  have 
one  reflection  to  make,  which  I  beseeoh  your  lordships  to 
bear  in  mind  throughout  the  whole  of  this  deliberation.  It  is 
this ;  you  ought  never  to  conclude  that  a  man  must  necessari- 
ly be  obnoxious,  because  he  is,  in  other  respects,  insignifi- 
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cant.  You  will  see  that  a  man,  bred  in  obscure,  vulgar,  and 
ignoble  occupations,  and  trained  in  sordid,  base,  and  mercena- 
ry habits,  is  not  incapable  of  doing  extensive  mischief,  be- 
cause he  is  little,  because  his  vices  are  of  a  mean  nature. 
My  lords,  we  have  shown  to  you  already,  and  we  shall  de- 
monstrate to  you  more  clearly  in  future,  that  such  minds 
placed  in  authority  can  do  more  mischief  to  a  country,  can  treat 
all  ranks  and  distinctions  with  more  pride,  insolence,  and  ar- 
rogance, than  those  who  have  been  born  under  canopies  of 
state  and  swaddled  in  purple  :  you  will  see,  that  they  can 
waste  a  country  more  effectually  than  the  proudest  and  most 
mighty  conquerors,  who  by  the  greatness  of  their  military 
talents  bav^  first  subdued  and  afterwards  plundered  nations. 

The  prisoner's  counsel  have  thought  proper  to  entertain 
your  lordships,  and  to  defend  their  client,  by  comparing  him 
with  the  men  who  are  said  to  have  erected  a  pyramid  of  nine- 
ty thousand  human  heads.  Now,  look  back,  my  lords,  to  Be- 
nares ;  consider  the  extent  of  country  laid  waste  and  desolated 
and  its  immense  population,  and  then  see  whether  famine 
may  not  destroy  as  well  as  the  sword  ;  and  whether  this  man 
is  not  as  well  entitled  to  erect  his  pyramid  of  ninety  thou- 
sand heads,  as  any  terrific  tyrant  of  the  East.  We  follow 
him  now  to  another  theatre,  the  territories  of  the  nabob  of 
Oude. 

My  lords,  Oude,  (together  with  the  additions  made  to  it 
by  Sujah  Dowlah,)  in  point  of  geographical  extent,  is  about 
the  size  of  England.  Sujah  Dowlah,  who  possessed  this  coun- 
try as  nabob,  was  a  prince  of  a  haughty  character  ;  ferocious 
in  a  high  degree  towards  his  enemies,  and  towards  all  those 
who  resisted  his  will.  He  was  magnificent  in  his  expenses, 
yet  economical  with  regard  to  his  resources ;  maintaining  his 
court  in  a  pomp  and  splendor,  which  is  perhaps  unknown  to 
the  sovereigns  of  Europe.  At  the  same  time  be  was  such  an 
economist,  that  from  an  inconsiderable  revenue,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  his  reign,  he  was  annually  enabled  to  make  great  sa- 
vings.    He  thus  preserved,  towards  the  end  of  it;  his  people 
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in  peace,  tranquillity,  and  order  ;  and  though  he  was  an  arbi- 
trary prince,  he  never  strained  his  revenue  to  such  a  degree 
as  to  lose  their  affections,  while  he  filled  his  exchequer. 
Such  appears  to  have  been  the  true  character  of  Sujah  Dow- 
lah  ;  your  lordships  have  heard  what  is  the  character  which 
the  prisoner  at  your  bar  and  his  counsel  have  thought  proper 
to  give  you  of  him. 

Surely,  my  lord,  the  situation  of  the  great,  as  well  as  of 
the  lower  ranks  in  that  country,  must  be  a  subject  of  melan- 
choly reflection  to  every  man.  Your  lordships'  compassion 
will,  I  presume,  lead  you  to  feel  for  the  lowest ;  and  I  hope 
that  your  sympathetic  dignity  will  make  you  consider  in 
what  manner  the  princes  of  this  country  are  treated.  They 
have  not  only  been  treated  at  your  lordships'  bar,  with  indig- 
nity by  the  prisoner,  but  his  counsel  do  not  leave  their  ances- 
tors to  rest  quietly  in  their  graves.  They  have  slandered  their 
families,  and  have  gone  into  scandalous  history,  that  has  no 
foundation  in  facts  whatever. 

Your  lordships  have  seen  how  he  attempted  to  slander  the 
ancestors  of  Gheit  Sing,  to  deny  that  they  were  zemindars ; 
and  yet  he  must  have  known  from  printed  books,  taken  from 
the  company's  records,  the  utter  falsity  of  his  declaration. 
You  need  only  look  into  Mr.  Verelst's  Appendix,  and  there 
you  will  see  that  that  country  has  always  been  called,  the 
zemindary  of  Bulwant  Sing.  You  will  find  him  always 
called  the  zemindar ;  it  was  the  known  acknowledged  name, 
till  this  gentleman  thought  proper  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Commons  to  deny  that  he  was  a  zemindar,  and  to  assert  that 
he  was  only  an  aumil.  He  slanders  the  pedigree  of  this 
man  as  mean  and  base,  yet  he  was  not  ashamed  to  take  from 
him  £23,000  ;  in  like  manner  he  takes  from  Azoph  ul  Dow- 
lah  £100,000,  which  he  would  have  appropriated  to  himself, 
and  then  directs  his  counsel  to  rake  up  the  slander  of  Dow^s 
History,  a  book  of  no  authority  ;  a  book  that  no  man  values 
in  any  respect  or  degree.  In  this  book  they  find  that  roman- 
tic, absurd,  and  ridiculous  story,  upon  which  an  honorable 
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fellow  manager  of  mine,  who  is  much  more  capable  than  I 
am  of  doing  justice  to  the  subject,  has  commented  with  his 
usual  ability  ;  I  allude  to  that  story  of  spitting  on  the  beard ; 
the  mutual  compact  to  poison  one  another.  That  Arabian 
tale,  fit  only  to  form  a  ridiculous  tragedy,  has  been  gravely 
mentioned  to  your  lordships,  for  the  purpose  of  slandering 
the  pedigree  of  this  vizier  of  Oude,  and  making  him  vile 
in  your  lordships'  eyes.  My  honorble  friend  has  exposed  to 
you  the  absurdity  of  these  stories,  but  he  has  not  shown  you 
the  malice  of  their  propagators.  The  prisoner  and  his  coun- 
sel have  referred  to  Dow's  History,  who  calls  this  nabob, 
''  the  more  infamous  son  of  an  infamous  Persian  pedlar." 
They  wish  that  your  lordships  should  consider  him  as  a  per- 
son vilely  bom,  ignominiously  educated,  and  practising  a 
mean  trade  ;  in  order  that,  when  it  shall  be  proved,  that  he 
and  his  family  were  treated  with  every  kind  of  indignity 
and  contempt  by  the  prisoner  at  your  bar,  the  sympathy  of 
mankind  should  be  weakened.  Consider,  my  lords,  the  mon- 
strous perfidy  and  ingratitude  of  this  man,  who  after  receiv- 
ing great  favors  from  the  nabob,  is  not  satisfied  with  oppress- 
ing his  offspring,  but  goes  back  to  his  ancestors,  tears  them 
out  of  their  graves,  and  vilifies  them  with  slanderous  asper- 
sions. My  lords,  the  ancestor  of  Sujah  Dowlah  was  a  great 
prince  ;  certainly  a  subordinate  prince,  because  he  was  a  ser- 
vant of  the  Great  Mogul,  who  was  well  called,  Kihg  of 
Xings,  for  he  had  in  his  service  persons  of  high  degree.  He 
was  born  in  Persia ;  but  was  not,  as  is  falsely  said,  the  more 
infamous  son  of  an  infamotis  Persian  pedlar.  Your  lord- 
ships are  not  unacquainted  with  the  state  and  history  of  India  ; 
you  therefore  know  that  Persia  has  been  the  nursery  of  all  the 
Mahomedan  nobility  of  India ,-  almost  every  thing  in  that  coun- 
try, which  is  not  of  Gentoo  origin,  is  of  Persian  ;  so  much  so 
that  the  Persian  language  is  the  language  of  the  court,  and  of 
every  office  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest.  Among  these 
noble  Persians,  the  family  of  the  nabob  stands  in  the  high- 
est degree.     His  father's  ancestors  were  of  noble  descent,  and 
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those  of  bis  mother,  Manny  Begum,  more  eminently  and 
more  illustriously  so.  This  distinguished  family,  on  no 
better  authority  than  that  of  the  historian  Dow,  has  been 
slandered  by  the  prisoner  at  your  bar,  in  order  to  destroy  the 
character  of  those  whom  he  had  already  robbed  of  their  sub- 
stance. Your  lordships  will  have  observed  with  disgust,  how 
the  Dows  and  the  Hastingses,  and  the  whole  of  that  tribe, 
treat  their  superiors  ,*  in  what  insolent  language  they  speak  of 
them,  and  with  what  pride  and  indignity  they  trample  upon 
the  first  names  and  the  first  characters  in  that  devoted  coun- 
try. 

But  supposing  it  perfectly  true,  that  this  man  was  "  the 
more  infamous  son  of  an  infamous  Persian  pedlar :  "  he  had 
risen  to  be  the  secondary  sovereign  of  that  country.  He  had 
a  revenue  of  £3,600,000  sterling  ;  a  vast  and  immense  reve- 
nue ;  equal  perhaps  to  the  clear  revenue  of  the  king  of  Eng- 
land. He  maintained  an  army  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  men.  He  had  a  splendid  court,  and  his  country 
was  prosperous  and  happy.  Such  wa6  the  situation  of  Sujah 
Dowlah,  the  nabob  of  Oude,  and  such  the  condition  of  Oude 
under  his  government.  With  his  pedigree,  I  believe,  your 
lordships  will  think,  we  have  nothing  to  do  in  the  cause  now 
before  us.  It  has  been  pressed  upon  us ;  and  this  marks  the 
indecency,  the  rancor,  the  insolence,  the  pride,  and  tyranny, 
which  the  Dows  and  the  Hastingses,  and  the  people  of  that 
class  and  character,  are  in  the  habit  of  exercising  over  the 
great  in  India. 

My  lords,  I  shall  be  saved  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  prov- 
ing to  you  the  flourishing  state  of  Oude,  because  the  prisoner 
admits  it  as  largely  as  I  could  wish  to  state  it ;  and,  what  is 
more,  he  admits  too  the  truth  of  our  statement  of  the  condi- 
tion to  which  it  is  now  reduced ,-  (but  I  shall  not  let  him  off 
so  easily  upon  this  point.)  He  admits,  too,  that  it  was  left  in 
this  reduced  and  ruined  state  at  the  close  of  his  administra- 
tion. In  his  defence  he  attributes  the  whole  mischief  gene- 
rally to  a  faulty  system  of  government.     My  lords,  systems 
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nerer  make  mankind  happy  or  unhappy,  any  further  than  as 
they  give  occasions  for  wicked  men  to  exercise  their  own 
abominable  talents,  subservient  to  their  own  more  abominable 
disix^sitions.  The  system,  says  Mr.  Hastings,  was  bad  ;  but 
I  was  not  the  maker  of  it.  Your  lordships  have  seen  him 
apply  this  mode  of  reasoning  to  Benares,  and  you  will  now 
see  that  he  a[)plies  it  to  Oude.  I  came,  says  he,  into  a  bad 
system ;  that  system  was  not  of  my  making,  but  I  was 
obliged  to  act  according  to  the  spirit  of  it. 

Now  every  honest  man  would  say,  I  came  to  a  bad  system  ; 
I  had  every  facility  of  abusing  my  power  ;  I  had  every  temp- 
tation to  peculate  ;  I  had  every  incitement  to  oppress  ;  I  had 
every  means  of  concealment,  by  the  defects  of  the  system : 
but  I  corrected  that  evil  system  by  the  goodness  of  my  ad- 
ministration ;  by  the  prudence,  the  energy,  the  virtue  of  my 
conduct.  This  is  what  all  the  rest  of  the  world  would  say : 
but  what  says  Mr.  Hastings  ?  A  bad  system  was  made  to 
my  hands  ;  I  had  nothing  to  do  in  making  it.  I  was  alto- 
gether an  involuntary  instrument  and  obliged  to  execute 
every  evil  which  that  system  contained.  This  is  the  line  of 
conduct  your  lordships  are  called  to  decide  upon.  And  I 
must  here  again  remind  you,  that  we  are  at  an  issue  of  law. 
Mr.  Hastings  has  avowed  a  certain  set  of  principles,  upon 
which  he  acts ;  and  your  lordships  are  therefore  to  judge 
whether  his  acts  are  justifiable,  because  he  found  an  evil 
system  to  act  upon ;  or  whether  he  and  all  governors  upon 
earth  have  not  a  general  good  system  upon  which  they  ought 
to  act. 

The  prisoner  tells  you,  my  lords,  that  it  was  in  conse- 
quence of  this  evil  system,  that  the  nabob,  from  being  a 
powerful  prince,  became  reduced  to  a  wretched  dependant 
on  the  company,  and  subject  to  all  the  evils  of  that  degraded 
state  : — subject  to  extortion,  to  indignity,  to  oppression.  All 
these,  your  lordships  are  called  upon  to  sanction  ;  and  be- 
cause they  may  be  connected  with  an  existing  system,  you 
are  to  declare  them  to  be  an  allowable  part  of  a  code  for  the 
government  of  British  India. 
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In  the  year  1775,  that  powerful,  magnificent^  and  illustriona 
prince,  Sujah  Dowlah,  died  in  possession  of  the  country  of 
Oude.  He  had  long  goTemed  a  happy  and  contented  people  ; 
and  if  we  except  the  portion  of  tyranny  which  we  admit  he 
really  did  exercise  towards  some  few  individuals,  who  resist* 
ed  his  power,  he  was  a  wise  and  beneficent  governor.  This 
prince  died  in  the  midst  of  his  power  and  fortune,  leaving 
somewhere  about  fourscore  children.  Your  lordships  know, 
that  the  princes  of  the  East  have  a  great  number  of  wives  ; 
and  we  know  that  these  women,  though  reputed  of  a  secon- 
dary rank,  are  yet  of  a  very  high  degree,  and  honorably  main- 
tained according  to  the  customs  of  the  East.  Sujah  Dowlah 
had  but  one  lawful  wife :  he  had  by  her  but  one  lawful  child, 
Azoph  ul  Dowlah.  He  had  about  twenty-one  male  children  ; 
the  eldest  of  whom  was  a  person  whom  you  have  heard  of 
very  often  in  these  proceedings,  called  Saadit  Ali.  Azoph  ul 
Dowlah,  being  the  sole  legitimate  son,  had  all  the  pretensions 
to  succeed  his  father  as  sabadar  of  Oude,  which  could  belong 
to  any  person  under  the  Mogul  government. 

Tour  lordships  will  distinguish  between  a  zemindar,  who 
is  a  perpetual  landholder,  the  hereditary  proprietor  of  an  es- 
tate ;  and  a  subadar,  who  derives  from  his  master's  will  and 
pleasure  all  his  employments,  and  who,  instead  of  having  the 
jagbirdars  subject  to  his  supposed  arbitrary  will,  is  himself  a 
subject,  and  must  have  his  sovereign's  patent  for  his  place. 
Therefore,  strictly  and  properly  speaking,  there  is  no  succes- 
^on  in  the  ofiice  of  subadar.  At  this  time  the  company, 
who  alone  could  obtain  the  sunnuds  or  patent  from  the  Great 
Mogul,  upon  account  of  the  power  they  possessed  in  India, 
thought,  and  thought  rightly,  that,  with  an  officer  who  had 
no  hereditary  power,  there  could  be  no  hereditary  engage- 
ments ;  and  that  in  their  treaty  with  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  for 
whom  they  had  procured  the  sunnud  from  the  Great  Mogul, 
they  were  at  liberty  to  propose  their  own  terms,  which,  if 
honorable  and  mutually  advantageous  to  the  new  subadar 
and  to  the  company,  they  had  a  right  to  insist  upon.  A  treaty 
VOL.  vni.  13 
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was  therefore  concluded  between  the  company  and  Azoph  ul 
Dowlah,  in  which  the  latter  stipulated  to  pay  a  fixed  subsidy 
for  the  maintenance  of  a  certain  number  of  troops  ;  by  which 
the  company's  finances  were  greatly  relieved  and  their  mili* 
tary  strength  greatly  increased. 

This  treaty  did  not  contain  one  word  which  could  justify 
any  interference  in  the  nabob's  government.  That  evil  sys- 
tem, as  Mr.  Hastings  calls  it,  is  not  even  mentioned  or  alluded 
to ;  nor  is  there,  I  again  say,  one  word  which  authorized 
Warren  Hastings,  or  any  other  person  whatever,  to  interfere 
in  the  interior  affairs  of  his  country.  He  was  legally  con- 
stituted viceroy  of  Oude.  His  dignity  of  vizier  of  the  em- 
pire, with  all  the  power  which  that  office  gave  him,  derived 
from  and  held  under  the  Mogul  government,  he  legally  pos- 
sessed I  and  this  evil  system,  which,  Mr.  Hastings  says,  led 
him  to  commit  the  enormities  of  which  you  shall  hear  by 
and  by,  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  what  I  have  now 
stated. 

But,  my  lords,  the  prisoner  thinks,  that  when,  under  any 
pretence,  any  sort  of  means  could  be  furnished  of  interfering 
in  the  government  of  the  country,  he  has  a  right  to  avail 
himself  of  them ;  to  use  them  at  his  pleasure  ;  and  to  govern 
by  his  own  arbitrary  will.  The  vizier,  he  says,  by  this 
treaty  was  reduced  to  a  state  of  vassalage ;  and  he  makes 
this  curious  distinction  in  proof  of  it.  It  was,  he  says,  an 
optional  vassalage,  for  if  he  chose  to  get  rid  of  our  troops, 
he  might  do  so  and  be  free ;  if  he  had  not  a  mind  to  do  that 
and  found  a  benefit  in  it,  then  he  was  a  vassal.  But  there  is 
nothing  less  true.  Here  is  a  person  who  keeps  a  subsidiary 
body  of  your  troops,  which  he  is  to  pay  for  you,  and  in  con- 
sequence of  this  Mr.  Hastings  maintains,  that  he  becomes  a 
vassal.  I  shall  not  dispute  whether  vassalage  is  optional,  or 
by  force,  or  in  what  way  Mr.  Hastings  considered  this  prince 
as  a  vassal  of  the  company.  Let  it  be  as  he  pleased.  I 
only  think  it  necessary  that  your  lordships  should  truly  know 
the  actual  state  of  that  country,  and  the  ground  upon  which 
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Mr.  Hastings  stood.  Your  lordships  will  find  it  a  fairy  land, 
in  which  there  is  a  perpetual  masquerade,  where  no  one  thing 
appears  as  it  really  is,  where  the  person  who  seems  to  have 
the  authority  is  a  slave,  while  the  person  who  seems  to  be  the 
slave  has  the  authority.  In  that  ambiguous  government  every 
thing  favors  fraud ;  every  thing  favors  peculation ;  every 
thing  favors  violence  ;  every  thing  favors  concealment.  You 
will,  therefore,  permit  me  to  show  to  you  what  were  the 
principles  upon  which  Mr.  Hastings  appears,  according  to  the 
evidence  before  you,  to  have  acted ;  what  the  state  of  the 
country  was,  according  to  his  conceptions  of  it ;  and  then 
you  will  see  how  he  applied  those  principles  to  that  state. 

"  The  means  by  which  our  government  acquired  this  in- 
fluence," says  Mr.  Hastings,  ''  and  its  right  to  exercise  it,  will 
require  a  previous  explanation."  He  then  proceeds,  "  With 
his  death  (Sujah  Dowlah's)  a  new  political  system  com- 
menced, and  Mr.  Bristow  was  constituted  the  instrument  of 
its  formation,  and  the  trustee  for  the  management  of  it.  The 
nabob  Azoph  ul  Dowlah  was  deprived  of  a  large  part  of  his 
inheritance  ;  I  mean  the  province  of  Benares,  attached  by  a 
very  feeble  and  precarious  tenure  to  our  dominions ;  the 
army  fixed  to  a  permanent  station  in  a  remote  line  of  his  fron- 
tier, with  an  augmented  and  perpetual  subsidy.  A  new  army, 
amphibiously  composed  of  troops  in  his  service  and  pay,  com- 
manded by  English  oflicers  of  our  own  nomination,  for  the 
defence  of  his  new  conquests,  and  his  own  natural  troops 
annihilated,  or  alienated  by  the  insufficiency  of  his  revenue 
for  all  his  disbursements ;  and  the  prior  claims  of  those  which 
our  authority  or  influence  commanded  :  in  a  word,  he  became 
a  vassal  of  the  government,  but  he  still  possessed  an  ostensi- 
ble sovereignty.  His  titular  rank  of  vizier  of  the  empire 
rendered  him  a  conspicuous  object  of  view  to  all  the  states 
and  chiefs  of  India ;  and  on  the  moderation  and  justice  with 
which  the  British  government  in  Bengal  exercised  its  influ- 
ence over  him,  many  points  most  essential  to  its  political 
strength  and  to  the  honor  of  the  British  name  depended." 
13* 
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Your  lordshipe  see,  that  the  system,  which  is  supposed  to 
have  reduced  him  to  vassalage,  did  not  make,  as  he  contends, 
a  violent  exercise  of  our  power  necessary  or  proper  ;  but  pos- 
sessing, as  the  nabob  did,  that  high  nominal  dignity,  and 
being  in  that  state  of  vassalage,  as  Mr.  Hastings  thought 
proper  to  term  it,  though  there  is  no  vassalage  mentioned  in 
the  treaty  ,*  being,  I  say,  in  that  situation  of  honor,  credit, 
and  character,  sovereign  of  a  country  as  large  as  England, 
yielding  an  immense  revenue  and  flourishing  in  trade  j  cer- 
tainly our  honor  depended  upon  the  use  we  made  of  that 
influence  which  our  power  gave  us  over  him ;  and  we  there- 
fore press  it  upon  your  lordships,  that  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Hastings  was  such  as  dishonored  this  nation. 

He  proceeds :  ^<  This  is  not  a  place,  nor  have  I  room  in  it 
to  prove,  what  I  shall  here  content  myself  with  affirming,  that 
by  a  sacred  and  undeviating  observance  of  every  principle  of 
public  faith,  the  British  dominion  might  have  by  this  time 
acquired  the  means  of  its  extension,  through  a  virtual  sub- 
mission to  its  authority,  to  every  region  of  Hindostan  and 
Decan.  I  am  not  sure  that  I  should  advise  such  a  design, 
were  it  practicable,  which  at  this  time  it  certainly  is  not,  and 
I  very  much  fear  that  the  limited  formation  of  such  equal 
alliances  as  might  be  useful  to  our  present  condition,  and 
conduce  to  its  improvement,  is  become  liable  to  almost  insur- 
mountable difficulties ;  every  power  in  India  must  wish*  for 
the  support  of  ours,  but  they  all  dread  the  connection." 

"  The  subjection  of  Bengal,  and  the  deprivation  of  the 
fSeunily  of  Jaffier  Ali  £han,  though  an  effect  of  inevitable 
necessity,  the  present  usurpations  of  the  rights  of  the  nabob 
Wallar  Jau  in  the  Carnatic,  and  the  licentious  violations  of 
the  treaty  existing  between  the  company  and  the  nabob  Nizam 
ul  Dowlah,  though  checked  by  the  remedial  interposition  of 
this  government,  stand  as  terrible  precedents  against  us ;  the 
effects  of  our  connection  with  the  nabob  Azoph  ul  Dowlah 
had  a  rapid  tendency  to  the  same  consequences,  and  it  has 
been  my  invariable  study  to  prevent  it." 
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Your  lordships  will  remember  that  the  comisel  at  the  bar 
have  said,  that  they  undertook  the  defence  of  Warren  Hast- 
ings not  in  order  to  defend  him,  but  to  rescue  the  British 
character  from  the  imputations  which  have  been  laid  upon  it 
by  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain.  They  have  said,  that 
the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  have  slandered  their  country, 
and  have  misrepresented  its  character ;  while,  on  the  con- 
trary,  the  servants  of  the  company  have  sustained  and  main- 
tained the  dignity  of  the  English  character,  have  kept  its 
public  faith  inviolate,  preserved  the  people  from  oppression, 
reconciled  every  government  to  it  in  India,  and  have  made 
every  person  under  it  prosperous  and  happy. 

My  lords,  you  see  what  this  man  says  himself,  when  en- 
deavoring to  prove  his  own  innocence.  Instead  of  proving  it 
by  the  facts  alleged  by  his  counsel,  he  declares,  that,  by  pre- 
serving good  faith,  you  might  have  conquered  India,  the 
most  glorious  conquest  that  was  ever  made  in  the  world ; 
that  all  the  people  want  our  assistance,  but  dread  our  connec- 
tion. Why  ?  Because  our  whole  conduct  has  been  one  per- 
petual tissue  of  perfidy  and  breach  of  faith,  with  every  person 
who  has  been  in  alliance  with  us,  in  any  mode  whatever ; 
here  is  the  man  himself,  who  says  it.  Can  we  bear  that  this 
man  should  now  stand  up  in  this  place  as  the  asserter  of  the 
honor  of  the  British  nation  against  us,  who  charge  this  dis- 
honor to  have  fallen  upon  us,  by  him,  through  him,  and 
during  his  government  ? 

But  all  the  mischief,  he  goes  on  to  assert,  was  in  the  pre- 
vious system,  in  the  formation  of  which  he  had  no  share  ;  the 
system  of  1776,  when  the  first  treaty  with  the  nabob  was 
made.  *^  That  system,"  says  he,  ''  is  not  mine,  it  was  made 
by  General  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis." 
So  it  was,  my  lords.  It  did  them  very  great  honor  ;  and  I 
believe  it  ever  will  do  them  honor,  in  the  eyes  of  the  British 
nation,  that  they  took  an  opportunity,  without  the  violation 
of  faith,  without  the  breach  of  any  one  treaty,  and  without 
injury  to  any  person,  to  do  great  and  eminent  services  to  the 
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company ;  but  Mr.  Hastings  disclaims  it,  unnecessarily  dis- 
claims it,  for  no  one  charges  him  with  it.  What  we  charge 
him  with,  is  the  abuse  of  that  system.  To  one  of  these 
abuses  I  will  now  call  your  lordships'  attention.  Finding, 
soon  after  his  appointment  to  the  office  of  governor-general, 
that  the  nabob  was  likely  to  get  into  debt,  he  turns  him  into 
a  vassal,  and  resolves  to  treat  him  as  such.  You  will  ob- 
serve that  this  is  not  the  only  instance  in  which,  upon  a 
failure  of  payment,  the  defaulter  becomes  directly  a  vassal. 
Tou  remember  how  Durbedgy  Sing,  the  moment  he  fell  into 
an  arrear  of  tribute,  became  a  vassal,  and  was  thrown  into 
prison,  without  any  inquiry  into  the  causes  which  occasioned 
that  arrear.  With  respect  to  the  nabob  of  Oude,  we  assert, 
and  can  prove,  that  his  revenue  was  £3,600,000  at  the  day 
of  his  father's  death ;  and  if  the  revenue  fell  off  afterwards, 
there  was  abundant  reason  to  believe  that  he  possessed  in 
abundance  the  means  of  paying  the  company  every  farthing. 
Before  I  quit  this  subject,  your  lordships  will  again  permit  me 
to  reprobate  the  malicious  insinuations  by  which  Mr.  Hast- 
ings has  thought  proper  to  slander  the  virtuous  persons  who 
are  the  authors  of  that  system,  which  he  complains  of.  They 
are  men  whose  characters  this  country  will  ever  respect, 
honor,  and  revere,  both  the  living  and  the  dead ;  the  dead  for 
the  living,  and  the  living  for  the  dead.  They  will  altogether 
be  revered  for  a  conduct  honorable  and  glorious  to  Great 
Britain ;  whilst  their  names  stand,  as  they  now  do,  unspotted 
by  the  least  imputation  of  oppression,  breach  of  faith,  perjury, 
bribery,  or  any  other  fraud  whatever.  I  know  there  was  a 
faction  formed  against  them,  upon  that  very  account.  Be 
corrupt,  you  have  friends  ;  stem  the  torrent  of  corruption,  you 
open  a  thousand  venal  mouths  against  you.  Men  resolved  to 
do  their  duty  must  be  content  to  suffer  such  opprobrium,  and 
I  am  content ;  in  the  name  of  the  living  and  of  the  dead, 
and  in  the  name  of  the  Commons,  I  glory  in  our  having  ap- 
pointed some  good  servants,  at  least,  to  India. 
But  to  proceed.    '^  This  system  was  not,"  says  he,  '^  of  my 
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making."  You  would  then  naturally  imagine  that  the  per- 
sons, who  made  this  abominable  system,  had  also  made  some 
tyrannous  use  of  it.  Let  us  see  what  use  they  made  of  it 
during  the  time  of  their  majority  in  the  council.  There  was 
an  arrear  of  subsidy  due  from  the  nabob.  How  it  came  into 
arrear,  we  shall  consider  hereafter.  The  nabob  proposed  to 
pay  it  by  taxing  the  jaghires  of  his  family,  and  taking  some 
money  from  the  begum.  This  was  consented  to  by  Mr. 
Bristow,  at  that  time  resident  for  the  company  in  Oude  ;  and 
to  this  arrangement  Azoph  ul  Dowlah  and  his  advisers  lent  a 
willing  ear.  What  did  Mr.  Hastings  then  say  of  this  trans- 
action ?  He  called  it  a  violent  assumption  of  power  on  the 
part  of  the  council.  He  did  not,  you  see,  then  allow  that  a 
bad  system  justified  any  persons  whatever  in  an  abuse  of  it. 
He  contended  that  it  was  a  violent  attack  upon  the  rights  and 
property  of  the  parties  from  whom  the  money  was  to  be 
taken ;  that  it  had  no  ground  or  foundation  in  justice  what- 
ever, and  that  it  was  contrary  to  every  principle  of  right  and 
equity. 

Your  lordships  will  please  to  bear  in  mind,  that  afterwards, 
by  his  own  consent,  and  the  consent  of  the  rest  of  the  coun- 
cil, this  business  was  compromised  between  the  son,  the 
mother,  and  their  relations.  A  very  great  sum  of  money, 
which  was  most  useful  to  the  company  at  that  period,  was 
raised  by  a  family  compact  and  arrangement  among  them- 
selves. This  proceeding  was  sanctioned  by  the  company, 
Mr.  Hastings  himself  consenting ;  and  a  pledge  was  given 
to  the  begums  and  family  of  the  nabob,  that  this  should  be 
the  last  demand  made  upon  them,  that  it  should  be  consid- 
ered not  as  taken  compulsively,  but  as  a  friendly  and  amica- 
ble donation.  They  never  admitted,  nor  did  the  nabob  ever 
contend,  that  he  had  any  right  at  all  to  take  this  money  from 
them.  At  that  time,  it  was  not  Mr.  Hastings's  opinion,  that 
the  badness  of  the  system  would  justify  any  violence  as  a 
consequence  of  it ;  and  when  the  advancement  of  the  money 
was  agreed  to  between  the  parties,  as  a  family  and  amicable 
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compaet,  he  was  as  ready  as  any  body  to  propose  and  sano 
tion  a  regular  treaty  between  the  parties,  that  all  claims  on 
one  side,  and  all  kind  of  uneasiness  on  the  other,  should  cease 
for  ever,  under  the  guardianship  of  British  faith. 

Mr.  Hastings,  as  your  lordships  remember,  has  conceded 
that  British  faith  is  the  support  of  the  British  empire  ;  that  if 
that  empire  is  to  be  maintained,  it  is  to  be  maintained  by 
good  faith  ;  that  if  it  is  to  be  propagated,  it  is  to  be  propa- 
gated by  public  faith  ;  and  that  if  the  British  empire  falls,  it 
will  be  through  perfidy  and  violence.  These  are  the  princi- 
ples which  he  assumes  when  he  chooses  to  reproach  others. 
But  when  he  has  to  defend  his  own  perfidy  and  breaches  of 
faith,  then,  as  your  lordships  will  find  set  forth  in  his  defence 
before  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  Benares  charge,  he 
denies,  or  at  least  questions  the  validity  of  any  treaty,  that 
can  at  present  be  made  with  India.  He  declares,  that  he 
considers  all  treaties  as  being  weakened  by  a  considerable  de- 
gree of  doubt  re3pecting  their  validity  and  their  binding  force, 
in  such  a  state  of  things  as  exists  in  India. 

Whatever  was  done,  during  that  period  of  time  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  by  the  majority  of  the  council,  Mr.  Hastings 
considered  himself  as  having  nothing  to  do  with,  on  the  plea 
of  his  being  a  disentient  member :  a  principle,  which,  like 
other  principles,  I  shall  take  some  notice  of  by  and  by. 
Colonel  Mopson  and  General  Clavering  died  soon  after,  and 
Mr.  Dastings  obtained  a  majority  in  the  council,  and  was 
then,  as  he  calls  it,  restored  to  his  authority  ;  so  that  any  evil 
that  could  be  done  by  evil  men,  under  that  evil  system,  could 
have  lasted  but  for  a  very  short  time  indeed.  From  that 
moment  Mr.  Hastings,  in  my  opinion,  became  responsible  for 
every  act  done  in  council  while  he  was  there,  which  he  did  not 
resist  j  and  for  every  engagement  which  he  did  not  oppose. 
For  your  lordships  will  not  bear  that  miserable  jargon,  which 
you  have  heard,  shameful  to  office  and  to  official  authority, 
that  a  man,  when  he  happens  not  to  find  himself  in  a  majority 
upon  any  measure,  may  think  himself  excusable  for  the  total 
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neglect  of  his  dnty  ;  that  in  such  a  situation  he  is  not  bound 
to  propose  any  thing  that  it  might  be  proper  to  propose,  or  to 
resist  any  thing  that  it  might  be  proper  to  resist.  What  would 
be  the  inference  from  such  an  assumption  ?  That  he  can 
never  act  in  a  commission ;  that  unless  a  man  has  the  su- 
preme power,  he  is  not  responsible  for  any  thing  he  does  or 
neglects  to  do.  This  is  another  principle  which  your  lord- 
ships will  see  constantly  asserted,  and  constantly  referred  to 
by  Mr.  Hastings.  Now  I  do  contend,  that  notwithstanding 
his  having  been  in  a  minority,  if  there  was  any  thing  to  be 
done  that  could  prevent  oppressive  consequences,  he  was 
bound  to  do  that  thing  ;  and  that  he  was  bound  to  propose 
every  possible  remedial  measure.  This  proud,  rebellious 
proposition  against  the  law,  that  any  one  individual  in  the 
council  may  say  that  he  is  responsible  for  nothing,  because 
he  is  not  the  whole  council,  calls  for  your  lordships'  strongest 
reprobation. 

I  must  now  beg  leave  to  observe  to  you,  that  the  treaty 
was  made  (and  I  wish  your  lordships  to  advert  to  dates)  in 
the  year  1775.  Mr.  Hastings  acquired  the  majority,  in  some- 
thing more  than  a  year  afterwards  ;>  and  therefore,  supposing 
the  acts  of  the  former  majority  to  have  been  ever  so  iniqui- 
tous, their  power  lasted  but  a  short  time.  From  the  year 
1776  to  1784,  Mr.  Hastings  had  the  whole  government  of 
Oude  in  himself,  by  having  the  majority  in  the  council.  My 
lords,  it  is  no  offence,  that  a  governor-general,  or  any  body 
else,  has  the  majority  in  the  council.  To  have  the  govern- 
ment in  himself  is  no  offence.  Neither  was  it  any  offence, 
if  you  please,  that  the  nabob  was  virtually  a  vassal  to  the 
company,  as  he  contends  he  was ;  for  the  question  is  not 
what  a  governor-general  may  do,  but  what  Warren  Hastings 
did  do.  He  who  has  a .  majority  in  council,  and  records  his 
own  acts  there,  may  justify  these  acts  as  legal ;  I  mean  the 
mode  is  legal.  But  as  he  executes  whatever  he  proposes  as 
governor-general,  he  is  solely  responsible  for  the  nature  of 
the  acts  themselves. 
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I  shall  now  show  your  lordships,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  find- 
ing, as  he  states,  the  nabob  to  be  made,  by  the  treaty  in 
1775,  eventually  a  vassal  to  the  company,  has  thought  proper 
to  make  him  a  vassal  to  himself,  for  his  own  private  purposes. 
Tour  lordships  will  see  what  corrupt  and  iniquitous  purposes 
they  were.  In  the  first  place,  in  order  to  annihilate  in  effect 
the  council,  and  to  take  wholly  from  them  their  control  in 
the  affairs  of  Oude,  he  suppressed  [your  lordships  will  find 
the  fact  proved  in  your  minutes]  the  Persian  correspondence, 
which  was  the  whole  correspondence  of  Oude.  This  whole 
correspondence  was  secreted  by  him,  and  kept  from  the 
council.  It  was  never  communicated  to  the  Persian  transla- 
tor of  the  company,  Mr.  Colebrooke,  who  had  a  salary  for 
executing  that  office.  It  was  secreted  and  kept  in  the  private 
cabinet  of  Mr.  Hastings ;  from  the  period  of  1781  to  1785, 
no  part  of  it  was  communicated  to  the  council.  There  is 
nothing,  as  your  lordships  have  often  found  in  this  trial,  that 
speaks  for  the  man  like  himself  ,*  —  there  is  nothing  will 
speak  for  his  conduct  like  the  records  of  the  company. 

"  Fort  William,  19th  February,  1785. 

"  At  a  Council;  present,  the  honorable  John  Macpherson, 
Esq,,  Governor- General,  President,  and  John  Sta- 
bles, Esq. 

"  The  Persian  translator  attending,  in  obedience  to  the 
board's  orders,  reports,  that  since  the  end  of  the  year  1781, 
there  have  been  no  books  of  correspondence  kept  in  his 
office  ]  because  from  that  time  until  the  late  governor-gene- 
ral's departure,  he  was  employed  but  once  by  the  governor- 
general  to  manage  the  correspondence,  during  a  short  visit 
which  Major  Davy,  the  military  Persian  interpreter,  paid  by 
the  governor's  order  to  Lucknow.  That  daring  that  whole 
period  of  three  years,  he  remained  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
correspondence,  as  he  was  applied  to  on  no  occasion,  except 
for  a  few  papers  sometimes  sent  to  him  by  the  secretaries, 
which  he  always  returned  to  them  as  soon  as  translated. 
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''  The  Persian  translator  has  received  from  Mr.  Scott,  since 
the  late  governor-general's  departure,  a  trunk  containing  Eng- 
lish drafts  and  translations,  and  the  Persian  originals  of  let- 
ters and  papers,  with  three  books  in  the  Persian  language, 
containing  copies  of  letters,  written  between  August,  1782, 
and  January,  1785  ]  and  if  the  board  should  please  to  order 
the  secretaries  of  the  general  department  to  furnish  him 
with  copies  of  all  translations  and  drafts  recorded  in  their 
consultations,  between  the  1st  of  January,  1782,  and  the  31st 
of  January,  1785,  he  thinks  that  he  should  be  able,  with 
what  he  has  found  in  Captain  Scott's  trunk,  to  make  up  the 
correspondence  for  that  period. 

(signed)  ''  Rdward  Colebrooke, 

Persian  Translator." 

Hear  then,  my  lords,  what  becomes  of  the  records  of  the 
company,  which  were  to  be  the  vouchers  for  every  public 
act,  which  were  to  show  whether,  in  the  company's  trans- 
actions, agreements  and  treaties  with  the  native  powers,  the 
public  faith  was  kept  or  not.  Tou  see  them  all  crammed 
into  Mr.  Scott's  trunk ;  a  trunk  into  which  they  put  what 
they  please,  take  out  what  they  please,  suppress  what  they 
please,  or  thrust  in  whatever  will  answer  their  purpose.  The 
records  of  the  governor-general  and  council  of  Bengal  are 
kept  in  Captain  Jonathan  Scott's  trunk  ;  this  trunk  is  to  be 
considered  as  the  real  and  true  channel  of  intelligence  be- 
tween the  company  and  the  country  powers  ,-  but  even  this 
channel  was  not  open  to  any  member  of  the  council,  except 
Mr.  Hastings ;  and  when  the  council,  for  the  first  time,  dar- 
ing to  think  for  themselves,  call  upon  the  Persian  translator, 
he  knows  nothing  about  it.  We  find  that  it  is  given  into  the 
hands  of  a  person  nominated  by  Mr.  Hastings,  Major  Davy. 
What  do  the  company  know  of  him  ?  Why,  he  was  Mr. 
Hastings's  private  secretary.  In  this  manner  the  council 
have  been  annihilated  during  all  these  transactions,  and  have 
DO  other  knowledge  of  them  than  just  what  Mr.  Hastings 
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and  his  trunk-keeper  thought  proper  to  give  them.  All  then, 
that  we  know  of  these  transactions,  is  from  this  miserable, 
imperfect,  garbled  correspondence. 

But  even  if  these  papers  contained  a  full  and  faithful  ac- 
count of  the  correspondence,  what  we  charge  is  its  not  being 
delivered  to  the  council  as  it  occured  from  time  to  time.  Mr. 
Hastings  kept  the  whole  government  of  Oude  in  his  own 
hands,  so  that  the  council  had  no  power  of  judging  his  acts, 
of  checking,  controlling,  advising  or  remonstrating.  It  was 
totally  annihilated  by  him  ;  aud  we  charge,  as  an  act  of  trea- 
son and  rebellion  against  the  act  of  parliament  by  which  he 
held  his  office,  his  depriving  the  council  of  their  legitimate 
authority,  by  shutting  them  out  from  the  knowledge  of  all 
affairs,  except  indeed  when  he  thought  it  expedient,  for  his 
own  justification,  to  have  their  nominal  concurrence,  or  sub- 
sequent acquiescence  in  any  of  his  more  violent  measures. 

Your  lordships  see  Mr.  Hastings's  system,  a  system  of  con- 
cealment, a  system  of  turning  the  vassals  of  the  company  in- 
to his  own  vassals,  to  make  them  contributory  not  to  the  com- 
pany, but  to  himself.  He  has  avowed  this  system  in  Benares ; 
he  has  avowed  it  in  Oude.  It  was  his  constant  practice. 
Your  lordships  see  in  Oude,  he  kept  a  correspondence  with 
Mr.  Markham  for  years,  and  did  alone  all  the  material  acts 
which  ought  to  have  been  done  in  council.  He  delegated  a 
power  to  Mr.  Markham,  which  he  had  not  to  delegate  ;  and 
you  will  see  he  has  done  the  same  in  every  part  of  India. 

We  first  charge  him,  not  only  with  acting  without  author- 
ity, but  with  a  strong  presumption,  founded  on  his  conceal- 
ment, of  intending  to  act  mischievously.  We  next  charge 
his  concealing  and  withdrawing  correspondence  as  being  di- 
rectly contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  the 
practice  of  his  office,  and  the  very  nature  and  existence  of 
the  council  in  which  he  was  appointed  to  preside.  We  charge 
this  as  a  substantive  crime,  and  as  the  forerunner  of  the  op- 
pression, desolation,  and  ruin  of  that  miserable  country. 

Mr.  Hastings  having  thus  rendered  the  council  blind  and 
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ignorant,  and  consequently  fit  for  subsenriencyy  what  does  he 
next  do  ?  I  am  speakuig  not  with  regard  to  the  time  of  his 
particular  acts,  but  with  regard  to  the  general  spirit  of  the 
proceedings.  He  next  flies  in  the  face  of  the  company,  upon 
the  same  principle  on  which  he  removed  Mr.  Fowke  from 
Benares.  ^^  I  removed  him  on  political  grounds,"  says  he, 
"against  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  because  I 
thought  it  necessary  that  the  resident  should  be  a  man  of  my 
own  nomination  and  confidence."  At  Oude,  he  proceeds  on 
the  same  principle.  Mr.  Bristow  had  been  nominated  to  the 
office  of  resident  by  the  court  of  directors.  Mr.  Hastings, 
by  an  act  of  parliament,  was  ordered  to  obey  the  court  of  di- 
rectors. He  positively  refuses  to  receive  Mr.  Bristow,  for  no 
other  reason,  that  we  know  of,  but  because  he  was  nominated 
by  the  court  of  directors  ;  he  defies  the  court,  and  declares  in 
effect  that  they  shall  not  govern  that  province,  but  that  he 
will  govern  it  by  a  resident  of  his  own. 

Your  lordships  will  mark  his  progress  in  the  establishment 
of  that  new  system,  which,  he  says,  he  had  been  obliged  to 
adopt  by  the  evil  system  of  his  predecessors.  First,  he  anni- 
hilates the  council,  formed  by  an  act  of  parliament,  and  by 
order  of  the  court  of  directors.  In  the  second  place,  he  de- 
fies the  order  of  the  court,  who  had  the  undoubted  nomina- 
tion of  all  their  own  servants,  and  who  ordered  him,  under 
the  severest  injunction,  to  appoint  Mr.  Bristow  to  the  office 
of  resident  in  Oude.  He  for  some  time  refused  to  nominate 
Mr.  Bristow  to  that  office ;  and  even  when  he  was  forced, 
against  his  will,  to  permit  him  for  a  while  to  be  there,  he 
sent  Mr.  Middleton  and  Mr.  Johnson,  who  annihilated  Mr. 
Bristow's  authority  so  completely,  that  no  one  public  act 
passed  through  his  hands. 

After  he  had  ended  this  conflict  with  the  directors,  and  had 
entirely  shook  ofi*  their  authority,  he  resolved  that  the  native 
powers  should  know  that  they  were  not  to  look  to  the  court 
of  directors,  but  to  look  to  his  arbitrary  will  in  all  things ; 
and  therefore,  to  the  astonishment  of  the  world,  and,  as  if  it 
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were,  designedly,  to  expose  the  nakedness  of  the  parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  to  expose  the  nakedness  of  the  laws  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  nakedness  of  the  authority  of  the  court  of 
directors  to  the  country  powers,  he  wrote  a  letter,  which 
your  lordships  will  find  in  page  795  of  the  printed  minutes. 
In  this  letter,  the  secret  of  his  govornment  is  discovered  to 
the  country  powers.  They  are  given  to  understand,  that 
whatever  exaction,  whatever  oppression  or  ruin  they  may 
suffer,  they  are  to  look  no  where  for  relief,  but  to  him.  Not 
to  the  council,  not  to  the  court  of  directors,  not  to  the  sove- 
reign authority  of  Great  Britain,  but  to  him  and  him  only. 

Before  we  proceed  to  this  letter,  we  will  first  read  to  you 
the  minute  of  council,  by  which  he  dismissed  Mr.  Brietow, 
upon  a  former  occasion,  (it  is  in  page  507  of  the  printed 
minutes,)  that  your  lordships  may  see  his  audacious  defiance 
of  the  laws  of  the  country.  We  wish,  I  say,  before  we  show 
you  the  horrible  and  fatal  effects  of  this  his  defiance,  to  im- 
press continually  upon  your  lordships'  minds,  that  this  man 
is  to  be  tried  by  the  laws  of  the  country  ,*  and  that  it  is  not 
in  his  power  to  annihilate  their  authority,  and  the  authority 
of  his  masters.  We  insist  upon  it,  that  every  man  under  the 
authority  of  this  country,  is  bound  to  obey  its  laws.  This 
minute  relates  to  his  first  removal  of  Mr.  Bristow.  I  read  it 
in  order  to  show,  that  he  dared  to  defy  the  court  of  directors, 
so  early  as  the;  year  1776.  '  "Resolved,  that  Mr.  John  Bris- 
tow be  recalled  to  the  presidency,  from  the  court  of  the  nabob 
of  Oude,  and  that  Mr.  Nathaniel  Middleton  be  restored  to 
the  appointment  of  resident  at  that  court,  subject  to  the  or- 
ders and  authority  of  the  governor-general  and  council,  con- 
formably to  the  motion  of  the  governor-general."  I  will 
next  read  to  your  lordships,  the  orders  of  the  directors  for 
his  reinstatement,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1777.  "  Upon  the 
most  careful  perusal  of  your  proceedings,  upon  the  2d  of  De- 
cember, 1776,  relative  to  the  recall  of  Mr.  Bristow  from  the 
court  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  and  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Nathaniel  Middleton  to  that  station;  we  must  declare  our 
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Strongest  disapprobation  of  the  whole  of  that  transaction. 
We  observe,  that  the  governor-general's  motion  for  the  recall 
of  Mr.  Bristow  includes  that  for  the  restoration  of  Mr.  Na- 
thaniel Middleton ;  but  as  neither  of  those  measures  appear 
to  us  necessary  or  even  justifiable,  they  cannot  receive  our 
approbation. 

''With  respect  to  Mr.  Bristow,  we  find  no  shadow  of 
charge  against  him  ;  it  appears  that  he  has  executed  his  trust 
to  the  entire  satisfaction,  even  of  those  members  of  the  coun* 
cil  who  did  not  concur  in  his  appointment.  You  have  unan- 
imously recommended  him  to  our  notice — attention  to  your 
recommendation  has  induced  us  to  afford  him  marks  of  our 
favor,  and  to  reannex  the  emoluments  afi^ed  by  you  to  his 
appointment,  which  had  been  discontinued  by  our  order ; 
and  as  we  must  be  of  opinion,  that  a  person  of  acknowledged 
abilities,  whose  conduct  has  thus  gained  him  the  esteem  of 
his  superiors,  ought  not  to  be  degraded  without  just  cause, 
we  do  not  hesitate  to  interpose  in  his  behalf;  and  therefore 
direct,  that  Mr.  Bristow  do  forthwith  return  to  his  station  of 
resident  at  Oude,  from  which  he  has  been  so  improperly  re- 
moved." 

Upon  the  receipt  of  these  orders,  by  the  council,  Mr.  Fran- 
cis, then  a  member  of  the  council,  moves,  ''  That,  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  company's  orders,  Mr.  Bristow  be  forthwith 
appointed  and  directed  to  return  to  his  station  of  resident  at 
Oude ;  and  that  Mr.  Purling  be  ordered  to  deliver  over  the 
charge  of  the  office  to  Mr.  Bristow  immediately  on  his 
arrival,  and  return  himself  forthwith  to  the  presidency.  Also 
that  the  governor-general  be  requested  to  furnish  Mr.  Bristow 
with  the  usual  letter  of  credence  to  the  nabob  vizier." 

Upon  this  motion  being  made,  Mr.  Hastings  entered  the 
following  minute.  "  I  will  ask,  who  is  Mr.  Bristow,  that  a 
member  of  the  administration  should  at  such  a  time  hold  him 
forth  as  an  instrument  for  the  degradation  of  the  first  execu- 
tive member  of  this  government.  What  are  the  professed 
objects  of  his  appointment  ?     What  are  the  merits  and  ser- 
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vices,  or  what  the  qualifications,  which  entitle  him  to  such  an 
uncommon  distinction  ?  Is  it  for  his  superior  integrity  or 
for  his  eminent  abilities,  that  he  is  to  be  dignified  at  such 
hazards  of  every  consideration,  that  ought  to  influence  mem- 
bers of  this  administration  ?  Of  the  former,  I  know  no 
proofs ;  I  am  sure  that  it  is  not  an  evidence  of  it,  that  he  has 
been  enabled  to  make  himself  the  principal  in  such  a  compe- 
tition ;  and  for  the  test  of  his  abilities,  I  appeal  to  the  letter 
which  he  has  dared  to  write  to  this  board,  and  which  I  am 
ashamed  to  say,  we  have  suffered.  I  desire  that  a  copy  of  it 
may  be  inserted  in  this  day's  proceedings,  that  it  may  stand 
before  the  eyes  of  every  member  of  the  board,  when  he  shall 
give  his  vote  upon  a  question  for  giving  their  confidence  to  a 
man,  their  servant,  who  has  publicly  insulted  them,  his  mas- 
ters, and  the  members  of  the  government,  to  whom  he  owes 
his  obedience  ;  who  assuming  an  association  with  the  court  of 
directors,  and  erecting  himself  into  a  tribunal,  has  arraign- 
ed them  for  disobedience  of  orders,  passed  judgment  upon 
them,  and  condemned  or  acquitted  them  as  their  magistrate 
and  superior.  Let  the  board  consider,  whether  a  man  pos- 
sessed of  so  independent  a  spirit,  who  has  already  shown 
such  a  contempt  of  their  authority,  who  has  shown  himself 
so  wretched  an  advocate  for  his  own  cause,  and  negotiator 
for  his  own  interest,  is  fit  to  be  trusted  with  the  guardianship 
of  their  honor,  the  execution  of  their  measures,  and  as  their 
confidential  manager  and  negotiator  with  the  princes  of 
India-" 

My  lords,  you  here  see  an  instance  of  what  I  have 
before  stated  to  your  lordships,  and  what  I  shall  take  the 
liberty  of  recommending  to  your  constant  consideration. 
You  see  that  a  tyrant  and  a  rebel  is  one  and  the  same  thing. 
Tou  see  this  man,  at  the  very  time  that  he  is  a  direct  rebel 
to  the  company,  arbitrarily  and  tyrannically  displacing  Mr. 
Bristow,  although  he  had  previously  joined  in  the  approba- 
tion of  his  conduct,  and  in  voting  him  a  pecuniary  reward. 
He  is  ordered  by  the  court  of  directors  to  restore  that  person, 


WARREN  HASTINGS,  ESQ.  209 

who  desires,  in  a  suppliant,  decent,  proper  tone,  that  the  com- 
pany's orders  should  produce  their  effect,  and  that  the  council 
would  have  the  goodness  to  restore  him  to  his  situation. 

My  lords,  you  have  seen  the  audacious  insolence,  the  ty- 
rannical pride,  with  which  he  dares  to  treat  this  order.  You 
have  seen  the  recorded  minute,  which  he  has  dared  to  send 
to  the  court  of  directors  ;  and  in  this  you  see  that,  when  he 
cannot  directly  asperse  a  man's  conduct,  and  has  nothing 
to  say  against  it,  he  maliciously,  I  should  perhaps  rather  say 
enviously,  insinuates  that  he  had  unjustly  made  his  fortune. 
"  You  are,"  says  he,  "  to  judge  from  the  independence  of  his 
manner  and  style,  whether  he  could  or  no  have  got  that  with- 
out some  unjust  means."  God  forbid  I  should  ever  be  able 
to  invent  any  thing  that  can  equal  the  impudence  of  what 
this  man  dares  to  write  to  his  superiors,  or  the  insolent  style 
in  which  he  dares  to  treat  persons  who  are  not  his  servants. 

Who  made  the  servants  of  the  company  the  master  of  the 
servants  of  the  company  ?  The  court  of  directors  are  their 
fellow  servants ;  they  ai'e  all  the  servants  of  this  kingdom. 
Still  the  claim  of  a  fellow  servant  to  hold  an  office,  which 
the  court  of  directors  had  legally  appointed  him  to,  is  con- 
sidered by  this  audacious  tyrant  as  an  insult  to  him.  By  this 
you  may  judge  how  he  treats  not  only  the  servants  of  the 
company,  but  the  natives  of  the  country,  and  by  what  means 
he  has  brought  them  into  that  abject  state  of  servitude,  in 
which  they  are  ready  to  do  any  thing  he  wishes,  and  to 
sign  any  thing  he  dictates.  I  must  again  beg  your  lordships 
to  remark,  what  this  man  has  had  the  folly  and  impudence 
to  place  upon  the  records  of  the  council  of  which  he  was 
president ,-  and  I  will  venture  to  assert,  that  so  extraordinary 
a  performance  never  before  appeared  on  the  records  of  any 
court.  Eastern  or  European.  Because  Mr.  Bristow  claims  an 
office,  which  is  his  right  and  his  freehold  as  long  as  the  comi- 
pany  chooses,  Mr.  Hastings  accuses  him  of  being  an  accom- 
plice with  the  court  of  directors  in  a  conspiracy  against  him  ; 
and  because,  after  long  delays,  he  had  presented  an  humble 
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petition  to  have  the  court  of  directors'  orders  in  his  favor 
carried  into  execution,  ''  he  says,  he  has  erected  himself  into 
a  tribunal  of  justice ;  that  he  has  arraigned  the  council  for 
disobedience  of  orders,  passed  judgment  upon  them,  and  con* 
demned  or  acquitted  them  as  their  magistrate  and  superior." 

Let  us  suppose  his  majesty  to  have  been  pleased  to  appoint 
any  one  to  an  office  in  the  gift  of  the  crown,  what  should 
we  think  of  the  person  whose  business  it  was  to  execute  the 
king's  commands,  if  he  should  say  to  the  person  appointed, 
when  he  claimed  his  office,  you  shall  not  have  it,  you  assume 
to  be  my  superior,  and  you  disgrace  and  dishonor  me.  Good 
God !  my  lords,  where  was  this  language  learned  ;  in  what 
country,  and  in  what  barbarous  nation  of  Hottentots  was 
this  jargon  picked  up  ?  For  there  is  no  Eastern  court  that  I 
ever  heard  of,  (and  I  believe  I  have  been  as  conversant  with 
the  manners  and  customs  of  the  East  as  most  persons,  whose 
business  has  not  directly  led  them  into  that  country,)  where 
such  conduct  would  have  been  tolerated.  A  bashaw,  if  he 
should  be  ordered  by  the  Grand  Seignor,  to  invest  another 
with  his  office,  puts  the  letter  upon  his  head,  and  obedience 
immediately  follows. 

But  the  obedience  of  a  barbarous  magistrate  should  not  be 
compared  to  the  obedience  which  a  British  subject  owes  to 
the  laws  of  his  country.  Mr.  Hastings  receives  an  order, 
which  he  should  have  instantly  obeyed.  He  is  reminded  of 
this  by  the  person,  who  suffers  from  his  disobedience  ;  and 
this  proves  that  person  to  be  possessed  of  too  independent  a 
spirit.  Aye,  my  lords,  here  is  the  grievance — ^no  man  can 
dare  show  in  India  an  independent  spirit.  It  is  this,  and  not 
his  having  shown  such  a  contempt  of  their  authority,  not 
his  having  shown  himself  so  wretched  an  advocate  for  his 
own  cause,  and  so  bad  a  negotiator  for  his  own  interest,  that 
makes  him  unfit  to  be  trusted  with  the  guardianship  of  their 
honor,  the  execution  of  their  measures,  and  to  be  their  confi- 
dential manager  and  negotiator  with  the  princes  of  India. 

But,  my  lords,  what  is  this  want  of  skill,  which  Mr.  Bris- 
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tow  has  shown  in  negotiating  his  own  affairs  ?  Mr.  Hastings 
will  inform  us.  He  should  have  pocketed  the  letter  of  the 
court  of  directors ;  he  should  never  have  made  the  least 
mention  of  it ;  he  should  have  come  to  my  banyan,  Cantoo 
Baboo  ;  he  should  have  offered  him  a  bribe  upon  the  occasion. 
That  would  have  been  the  way  to  succeed  with  me,  who 
am  a  public  spirited  taker  of  bribes  and  nuzzeers.  But  this 
base  fool — this  man,  who  is  but  a  vile  negotiator  for  his  own 
interest,  has  dared  to  accept  the  patronage  of  the  court  of 
directors.  He  should  have  secured  the  protection  of  Cantoo 
Baboo,  their  more  efficient  rival.  This  would  have  been  the 
skilful  mode  of  doing  the  business.  But  this  man,  it  seems 
had  not  only  shown  himself  an  unskilful  negotiator ; — ^he 
had  likewise  afforded  evidence  of  his  want  of  integrity. 
And  what  is  this  evidence  ?  His  having  '^  enabled  him- 
self  to  become  the  principal  in  such  a  competition."  That 
is  to  say,  he  had,  by  his  meritorious  conduct  in  the  service 
of  his  masters,  the  directors,  obtained  their  approbation  and 
favor,  Mr.  Hastings  then  contemptuously  adds,  *'  and  for  the 
test  of  his  abilities,  I  appeal  to  the  letter  which  he  has  dared 
to  write  to  the  board,  and  which,  I  am  ashamed  to  say,  wc 
have  suffered."  Whatever  that  letter  may  be,  I  will  venture 
to  say  there  is  not  a  word  or  syllable  in  it  that  tastes  of  such 
insolence  and  arbitrariness,  with  regard  to  the  servants  of  the 
company,  his  fellow  servants ;  of  such  audacious  rebellion, 
with  regard  to  the  laws  of  his  country,  as  are  contained  in 
this  minute  of  Mr.  Hastings. 

But,  my  lords,  why  did  he  choose  to  have  Mr.  Middleton 
appointed  resident  ?  Your  lordships  have  not  seen  Mr.  Bris- 
tow.  You  have  only  heard  of  him  as  a  humble  suppliant, 
to  have  the  orders  of  the  company  obeyed :  but  you  have 
seen  Mr.  Middleton.  You  know  that  Mr.  Middleton  is  a 
good  man  to  keep  a  secret :  I  describe  him  no  further.  You 
know  what  qualifications  Mr.  Hastings  requires  in  a  favorite  ; 
you  also  know  why  he  was  turned  out  of  his  employment, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  coiurt  of  directors ;  that  it  was 
14* 
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principally  because,  when  resident  in  Oude,  he  positively, 
audaciously,  and  rebelliously  refused  to  lay  before  the  council 
the  correspondence  with  the  country  powers.  He  says  he 
gave  it  up  to  Mr.  Hastings  ;  whether  he  has  or  has  not  de- 
stroyed it  we  know  not ;  all  we  know  of  it  is,  that  it  is  not 
found  to  this  hour.  We  cannot  even  find  Mr.  Middleton's 
trunk,  though  Mr.  Jonathan  Scott  did  at  last  produce  his. 
The  whole  of  the  Persian  correspondence,  during  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton's residence,  was  refused,  as  I  have  said,  to  the  board  at 
Calcutta  and  to  the  court  of  directors ;  was  refused  to  the 
legal  authorities ;  and  Mr.  Middleton,  for  that  very  refusal, 
was  again  appointed  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  supersede  Mr.  Bris- 
tow,  removed  without  a  pretence  of  offence ;  he  received,  I 
say,  this  appointment  from  Mr.  Hastings,  as  a  reward  for  that 
servile  compliance,  by  which  he  dissolved  every  tie  between 
himself  and  his  legal  masters. 

The  matter  being  now  brought  to  a  simple  issue,  whether 
the  governor-general  is  or  is  not  bound  to  obey  his  superiors, 
I  shall  here  leave  it  with  your  lordships,  and  I  have  only  to 
beg  your  lordships  will  remark  the  course  of  events  as  they 
follow  each  other  ;  keeping  in  mind  that  the  prisoner  at  your 
bar  declared  Mr.  Bristow  to  be  a  man  of  suspected  integrity, 
on  account  of  his  independence,  and  deficient  in  ability,  be- 
cause he  did  not  know  how  best  to  promote  his  own  interest. 

I  must  here  state  to  your  lordships,  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  resident  to  transact  the  money  concerns  of  the  company, 
as  well  as  its  political  negotiations  ;  you  will  now  see  how 
Mr.  Hastings  divided  that  duty,  after  he  became  apprehensive 
that  the  court  of  directors  might  be  inclined  to  assert  their  own 
authority,  and  to  assert  it  in  a  proper  manner,  which  they  so 
rarely  did.  When,  therefore,  his  passion  had  cooled,  when  his 
resentment  of  those  violent  indignities,  which  had  been  offered 
to  him,  namely,  the  indignity  of  being  put  in  mind,  that  he  had 
any  superior  under  heaven,  (for  I  know  of  no  other,)  he  adopts 
the  expedient  of  dividing  the  residency  into  two  offices  ',  he 
makes  a  fair  compromise  between  himself  and  the  directors. 
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He  appoints  Mr.  Middleton  to  the  manangement  of  the  money 
concerns,  and  Mr.  Bristow  to  that  of  the  political  affairs.  Your 
lordships  see,  that  Mr.  Bristow,  upon  whom  he  had  fixed  the 
disqualification  for  political  afiairs,  was  the  very  person  ap- 
pointed to  that  department ;  and  to  Mr.  Middleton,  the  man 
of  his  confidence,  he  gives  the  management  of  the  money 
transactions.  He  discovers  plainly  where  his  heart  was  ;  for 
where  your  treasure  is,  there  will  your  heart  be  also.  This 
private  agent,  this  stifler  of  correspondence,  a  man  whose 
costive  retention  discovers  no  secret  committed  to  him,  and 
whose  slippery  memory  is  subject  to  a  diarrhoea,  which  per- 
mits every  thing  he  did  know  to  escape  ;  this  very  man  he 
places  in  a  situation  where  his  talents  could  only  be  useful 
for  concealment,  and  where  concealment  could  only  be  used 
to  cover  fraud  ;  while  Mr.  Bristow,  who  was  by  his  official 
engagement  responsible  to  the  company  for  fair  and  clear 
accounts,  was  appointed  superintendent  of  political  affairs,  an 
office  for  which  Mr.  Hastings  declared  he  was  totally  unfit. 

My  lords,  you  will  judge  of  the  designs  which  the  pris- 
oner had  in  contemplation,  when  he  dared  to  commit  this  act 
of  rebellion  against  the  company  ;  you  will  see  that  it  could 
not  have  been  any  other  than  getting  the  money  transactions 
of  Oude  into  his  own  hands.  The  presumption  of  a  corrupt 
motive  is  here  as  strong  as,  I  believe,  it  possibly  can  be. 

The  next  point,  to  which  I  have  to  direct  your  lordships' 
attention,  is  that  part  of  the  prisoner's  conduct  in  this  matter, 
by  which  he  exposed  the  nakedness  of  the  company's  author- 
ity to  the  native  powers.  You  would  imagine  that  after  the 
first  dismissal  of  Mr.  Bristow,  Mr.  Hastings  would  have  done 
with  him  for  ever,  that  nothing  could  have  induced  him  again 
to  bring  forward  a  man,  who  had  dared  to  insult  him,  a  man 
who  had  shown  an  independent  spirit,  a  man  who  had  dis- 
honored the  council,  and  insulted  his  masters,  a  man  of  doubt- 
ful integrity,  and  convicted  unfitness  for  office.  But,  my  lords, 
in  the  face  of  all  this,  he  afterwards  sends  this  very  man, 
with  undivided  authority,  into  the  country  as  sole  resident : 
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and  now,  your  lordships  shall  hear,  in  what  manner  he  ac- 
counts for  this  appointment  to  Gobind  Ram,  the  vakeel  or 
ambassador  of  the  nabob  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  at  Calcutta.  It 
is  in  page  795  of  the  printed  minutes. 

Extract  of  an  Arzecy  sent  by  Rajah  Gobind  Ram  to  ike 
Vizier,  by  the  Governor-  GeneraPs  directions,  and  toritien 
the  27th  of  August,  1782. 

"  This  day  the  governor-general  sent  for  me  in  private  ; 
after  recapitulating  the  various  informations  he  had  received 
respecting  the  anarchy  and  confusion,  said  to  reign  throughout 
your  highness's  country ;  and  complains  that  neither  your 
highness,  nor  Hyder  Beg  Khan,  nor  Mr.  Middleton,  nor  Mr. 
Johnson,  ever  wrote  to  him  on  the  state  of  your  affairs,  or  if  he 
ever  received  a  letter  from  your  presence,  it  always  contained 
assertions  contrary  to  the  above  informations ;  the  governor- 
general  proceeded  as  follows  : — That  it  was  his  intention  to 
have  appointed  Mr.  David  Anderson  to  attend  upon  your 
highness,  but  that  he  was  still  with  Scindia,  and  there  was 
no  prospect  of  his  speedy  return  from  his  camp;  therefore  it 
was  now  his  wish  to  appoint  Mr.  John  Bristow,  who  was 
well  experienced  in  business,  to  Lucknow.  That  when  Mr. 
Bristow  formerly  held  the  office  of  resident  there,  he  was  not 
appointed  by  him ,-  and  that  notwithstanding  he  had  not 
shown  any  instances  of  disobedience,  yet  he  had  deemed  it 
necessary  to  recall  him,  because  he  had  been  patronized  and 
appointed  by  gentlemen,  who  were  in  opposition  to  him,  and 
had  counteracted  and  thwarted  all  his  measures ;  that  this 
had  been  his  reason  for  recalling  Mr.  Bristow.  That  since 
Mr.  Francis's  return  to  Europe,  and  the  arrival  of  information 
there  of  the  deaths  of  the  other  gentlemen,  the  king  and  the 
company  had  declared  their  approbation  of  his  (the  governor- 
general's)  conduct,  and  had  conferred  upon  him  the  most 
ample  powers  ;  that  they  had  sent  out  Mr.  Macpherson,  who 
was  his  old  and  particular  friend  ;  and  that  Mr.  Stables,  that 
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was  on  his  way  here  as  a  member  of  the  supreme  council, 
was  also  his  particular  friend  ;  that  Mr.  Wheler  had  received 
letters  from  Europe,  informing  him  that  the  members  of  the 
council  were  enjoined  all  of  them  to  cooperate  and  act  in  con- 
junction with  him,  in  every  measure  which  should  be  agree- 
able to  him  ;  and  that  there  was  no  one  in  council  now,  who 
was  not  united  with  him,  and  consequently  that  his  authority 
was  perfect  and  complete  ;  that  Mr.  Bristow,  as  it  was  known 
to  me,  had  returned  to  Europe ;  but  that  during  his  stay 
there  he  had  never  said  any  thing  disrespectful  of  him  or 
endeavored  to  injure  him  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  had  received 
aiccounts  from  Europe,  that  Mr.  Bristow  had  spoken  much  in 
his  praise;  so  that  Mr.  Bristow 's  friends  had  become  his 
friends  ;  that  Mr.  Bristow  had  lately  been  introduced  to  him 
by  Mr.  Macpherson,  had  explained  his  past  conduct  perfectly 
to  his  satisfaction,  and  had  requested  from  him  the  appoint- 
ment of  Lucknow ;  and  had  declared,  in  the  event  of  his 
obtaining  the  appointment,  that  he  should  show  every  mark 
of  attention  and  obedience  to  the  pleasure  of  your  highness, 
and  his,  the  governor's  ;  saying  that  your  highness  was  well 
pleased  with  him,  and  that  he  knew  what  you  had  written 
formerly,  was  at*  the  instigation  of  Mr.  Middleton ;  that  in 
consequence  of  the  foregoing,  he,  the  governor,  had  determined 
to  have  appointed  Mr.  Bristow  to  Lucknow,  but  had  post- 
poned his  dismission  to  his  office,  for  the  following  reasons 
(videlicet),  people  at  Lucknow  might  think,  that  Mr.  Bristow 
had  obtained  his  appointment  in  consequence  of  orders  from 
Eiurope,  and  contrary  to  the  governor's  inclination ;  but  as 
the  contrary  was  the  case,  and  as  he  now  considered  Mr. 
Bristow  as  the  object  of  his  own  particular  patronage,  there- 
fore he  directed  me  to  forward  Mr.  Bristow 's  arzee  to  the 
presence ;  and  that  it  was  the  governor's  wish  that  your  high- 
ness, on  the  receipt  thereof,  would  write  a  letter  to  him,  and, 
as  from  yourself,  request  of  him  that  Mr.  Bristow  may  be  ai> 
pointed  to  Lucknow,  and  that  you  would  write  an  answer  to 
this  arzee,  expressive  of  your  personal  satisfaction  on  the  sub« 
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ject ;  the  governor  concluded  with  injunctions,  that  until  the 
arrival  of  your  highness's  letter,  requesting  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Bristow,  and  your  answer  to  this  arzee,  that  I  should 
keep  the  particulars  of  this  conversation  a  profound  secret,  for 
that  the  communication  of  it  to  any  person  whatever  would 
not  only  cause  his  displeasure,  but  would  throw  affairs  at 
Lucknow  into  great  confusion.  The  preceding  is  the  sub- 
stance'of  the  governor's  directions  to  me ;  he  afterwards  went 
to  Mr.  Macpherson's  and  I  attended  him ;  Mr.  Bristow  was 
there  ;  the  governor  took  Mr.  Bristow's  arzee  from  his  hand 
and  delivered  it  into  mine,  and  thence  proceeded  to  council ; 
Mr.  Bristow's  arzee,  and  the  following  particulars,  I  transmit 
and  communicate  by  the  governor's  directions ;  and  I  request 
that  I  may  be  favored  with  the  answer  to  the  arzee,  and  the 
letter  to  the  governor,  as  soon  as  possible,  as  his  injunctions 
to  me  were  very  particular  on  the  subject." 

My  lords,  I  have  to  observe  upon  this  very  extraordinary 
transaction,  that  you  will  see  many  things  in  this  letter  that 
are  curious,  and  worthy  of  being  taken  out  of  that  abyss  of 
secrets,  Mr.  Scott's  trunk,  in  which  this  arzee  was  found. 
It  contains,  as  far  as  the  prisoner  thinks  proper  to  reveal  it, 
the  true  secret  of  the  transaction.  He  confesses,  first,  the 
state  of  the  vizier's  country,  as  communicated  to  him  in 
various  accounts  of  the  anarchy  and  confusion  said  to  reign 
throughout  his  territories.  This  was  in  the  year  1782,  during 
the  time  that  the  Oude  correspondence  was  not  communicated 
to  the  conncil. 

He  next  stated,  that  neither  the  vizier,  nor  his  minister,  nor 
Mr.  Middle  ton,  nor  Mr.  Johnson,  ever  wrote  to  him  on  the 
state  of  affairs.  Here  then  are  three  or  four  persons  all  nomi- 
nated by  himself,  every  one  of  them  supposed  to  be  in  his 
strictest  confidence  ;  the  nabob  and  his  vassal,  Hyder  Beg 
Khan  being,  as  we  shall  show  afterwards,  entirely  his  depen- 
dents ;  and  yet  Mr.  Hastings  declares,  that  not  one  of  them 
had  done  their  duty,  or  had  written  him  one  word  concerning 
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the  state  of  the  country,  and  the  anarchy  and  confusion  that 
prevailed  in  it ;  and  that  when  the  nabob  did  write,  his  as- 
sertions were  contrary  to  the  real  state  of  things.  Now  this 
irregular  correspondence,  which  he  carried  on  at  Lucknow, 
and  which  gave  him,  as  he  pretends,  this  contradictory  infor- 
mation, was,  as  your  lordships  will  see,  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  a  complete  fraud. 

Your  lordships  will  next  observe,  that  he  tells  the  vakeel 
his  reason  for  turning  him  out  was,  that  he  had  been  patron- 
ized by  other  gentlemen.  This  was  true ;  but  they  had  a 
right  to  patronize  him  ;  and  they  did  not  patronize  him  from 
private  motives,  but  in  direct  obedience  to  the  order  of  the 
court  of  directors.  He  then  adds  the  assurance  which  he 
had  received  from  Mr.  Bristow,  that  he  would  be  perfectly 
obedient  to  him,  Mr.  Hastings,  in  future  ;  and  he  goes  on  to 
tell  the  vakeel,  that  he  knew  the  vizier  was  once  well  pleased 
with  him  (Mr.  Bristow),  and  that  his  formal  complaints 
against  him  were  written  at  the  instigation  of  Mr.  Middle- 
ton. 

Here  is  another  discovery,  my  lords.  When  he  recalled 
Mr.  Bristow,  he  did  it  under  the  pretence  of  its  being  de- 
sired by  the  nabob  of  Oude  ;  and  that  consequently  he 
would  not  keep  at  the  nabob's  court  a  man  that  was  disagree- 
able to  him.  Yet,  when  the  thing  comes  to  be  opened,  it 
appears  that  Mr.  Middleton  had  made  the  nabob,  unwillingly, 
write  a  false  letter.  This  subornation  of  falsehood  appears 
also  to  have  been  known  to  Mr.  Hastings.  Did  he,  either 
as  the  natural  guardian  and  protector  of  the  reputation  of  his 
fellow  servants,  or  as  the  official  administrator  of  the  laws  of 
his  country,  or  as  a  faithful  servant  of  the  company,  ever 
call  Mr.  Middleton  to  an  account  for  it  ?  No,  never.  To 
every  body,  therefore,  acquainted  with  the  characters  and 
circumstances  of  the  parties  concerned,  the  conclusion  will 
appear  evident,  that  he  was  himself  the  author  of  it ;  but 
your  lordships  will  find  there  is  no  end  of  his  insolence  and 
duplicity. 
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He  next  tells  the  vakeel,  that  the  reason,  why  he  postponed 
the  mission  of  Mr.  Bristow  to  Lucknow,  was  lest  the  people 
of  Lucknow  should  think  he  had  obtained  his  appointment 
in  consequence  of  orders  from  Europe,  and  contrary  to  the 
governor's  inclination.  You  see,  my  lords,  he  would  have 
the  people  of  the  country  believe,  that  they  are  to  receive  the 
person  appointed  resident  not  as  appointed  by  the  company, 
but  in  consequence  of  his  being  under  Mr.  Hastings's  par- 
ticular patronage ;  and  to  remove  from  them  any  suspicion, 
that  the  resident  would  obey  the  orders  of  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, or  any  orders  but  his  own,  he  proceeds  in  the  manner 
I  have  read  to  your  lordships. 

You  see  here  the  whole  machinery  of  the  business ;  he- 
removes  Mr.  Bristow,  contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of 
directors.  Why  ?  Because,  says  he  to  the  court  of  directors, 
the  nabob  complained  of  him,  and  desired  it.  He  here  says, 
that  he  knew  the  nabob  did  not  desire  it,  but  that  the  letter 
of  complaint  really  and  substantially  was  Mr.  Middleton's. 
Lastly,  as  he  recalls  Mr.  Bristow,  so  he  wishes  him  to  be 
called  back  in  the  same  fictitious  and  fraudulent  manner. 
This  system  of  fraud  proves  that  there  is  not  one  letter  from 
that  country,  not  one  act  of  this  vizier,  not  one  act  of  his 
ministers,  not  one  act  of  his  ambassadors,  but  what  is  false 
and  fraudulent.  And  now  think,  my  lords,  first  of  the  slavery 
of  the  company's  servants  subjected  in  this  manner  to  the 
arbitrary  will  and  corrupt  frauds  of  Mr.  Hastings!  Next 
think  of  the  situation  of  the  princes  of  the  country,  obliged 
to  complain  without  matter  of  complaint ;  to  approve  without 
satisfaction,  and  to  have  all  their  correspondence  fabricated 
by  Mr.  Hastings  at  Calcutta !    . 

But,  my  lords,  it  was  not  indignities  of  this  kind  alone 
that  the  native  princes  sufiered  from  this  system  of  fraud 
and  duplicity.  Their  more  essential  interests  and  those  of 
the  people  were  involved  in  it ;  it  pervaded  and  poisoned  the 
whole  mass  of  their  internal  government. 

Who  was  the  instrument  employed  in  all  this  double  deal- 
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ing  ?  Gobind  Ram,  the  vizier's  diplomatic  minister  at  Cal- 
cutta. Suspicions  perpetually  arise  in  his  mind,  whether  he 
is  not  cheated  and  imposed  upon.  He  could  never  tell  when 
he  had  Mr.  Hastings  fixed  upon  any  point.  He  now  finds 
him  recommending  Mr.  Middleton,  and  then  declaring  that 
Mr.  Middleton  neglects  the  duty  of  his  office,  and  gives  him, 
Gobind  Ram,  information  that  is  fraudulent,  and  directly  con- 
trary  to  the  truth.  He  is  let  into  various  contradictory  se- 
crets, and  becomes  acquainted  with  innumerable  frauds, 
falsehoods,  and  prevarications.  He  knew  that  the  whole 
pretended  government  of  Oude  was  from  beginning  to  end 
a  deception  ,*  that  it  was  an  imposture  for  the  purpose  of  cor- 
ruption and  peculation.  Such  was  the  situation  of  the  na- 
bob's vakeel.  The  nabob  himself  was  really  at  a  loss  to 
know  who  had  and  who  had  not  the  governor's  confidence  ; 
whether  he  was  acting  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the 
court  of  directors,  or  whether  their  orders  were  not  always 
to  be  disobeyed.  He  thus  writes  to  Gobind  Ram,  who  was 
exactly  in  the  same  uncertainty. 

''  As  to  the  commands  of  Mr.  Hastings,  which  you  write 
on  the  subject  of  the  distraction  of  the  country,  and  the  want 
of  information  from  me,  and  his  wishes  that,  as  Mr.  John 
Bristow  has  shown  sincere  wishes  and  attachment  to  Mr. 
Hastings,  I  should  write  for  him  to  send  Mr.  John  Bristow  ; 
it  would  have  been  proper  and  necessary  for  you  privately 
to  have  understood  what  were  Mr.  Hastings's  real  intentions. 
Whether  the  choice  of  sending  Mr.  John  Bristow  was  his 
own  desire,  or  whether  it  was  in  compliance  with  Mr.  Mac- 
pherson's;  that  I  might  then  have  written  conformably 
thereto  ;  writings  are  now  sent  to  you  for  both  cases.  Hav- 
ing privately  understood  the  wishes  of  Mr.  Hastings,  deliver 
whichever  of  the  writings  he  should  order  you,  for  I  study 
Mr.  Hastings's  satisfaction ;  whoever  is  his  friend  is  mine, 
and  whoever  is  his  enemy  is  mine  ;  but  in  both  these  cases, 
my  wishes  are  the  same  ;  that  having  consented  to  the  paper 
of  questions  which  Major  Davy  carried  with  him,  and  hav- 
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ing  given  me  the  authority  of  the  country,  whomever  he 
may  afterwards  appoint,  I  am  satisfied ;  I  am  now  brought 
to  great  distress  by  these  gentlemen,  who  ruin  me ;  in  case 
of  consent,  I  am  contented  with  Majors  Davy  and  Palmer. 
Hereafter,  whatever  may  be  Mr.  Hastings's  desire,  it  is  best." 

Here  is  a  poor,  miserable  instrument,  confessing  himself 
to  be  such,  ruined  by  Mr.  Hastings's  public  agents,  Mr.  Mid« 
dleton  and  Mr.  Johnson  ,*  ruined  by  his  private  agents,  Major 
Davy  and  Major  Palmer ;  ruined  equally  by  them  all ;  and 
at  last  declaring  in  a  tone  of  despair,  '^  If  you  have  a  mind 
really  to  keep  Major  Davy  and  Major  Palmer  here,  why  I 
must  consent  to  it.  Do  what  you  please  with  me ;  I  am  your 
creature  ;  for  God's  sake,  let  me  have  a  little  rest." 

Your  lordships  shall  next  hear  what  account  Hyder  Beg 
Khan,  the  vizier's  prime  minister,  gives  of  the  situation  in 
which  he  and  his  master  were  placed. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from   Hyder   Beg   Kh&n;   received 
2lst  April,  1785. 

*'  I  hope  that  such  orders  and  commands  as  relate  to  the 
friendship  between  his  highness  and  the  company's  govern- 
ments and  to  your  will,  may  be  sent  through  Major  Palmer, 
in  your  own  private  letters,  or  in  your  letters  to  the  major, 
who  is  appointed  from  you  at  the  presence  of  bis  highness, 
that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  he  may  properly  explain 
your  commands,  and  whatever  afiair  may  be  settled,  he  may 
first  secretly  inform  you  of  it ;  and  afterwards  his  highness 
may,  conformably  thereto,  write  an  answer,  and  I  also  may 
represent  it.  By  this  system,  your  pleasure  will  always  be 
fully  made  known  to  his  highness,  and  his  highness  and  we 
will  execute  whatever  may  be  your  orders,  without  deviating 
a  hair's  breadth  ;  and  let  not  the  representations  of  interested 
persons  be  approved  of,  because  his  highness  makes  no  op- 
position to  your  will ;  and  I,  your  servant,  am  ready  in  obe- 
dience and  service,  and  I  make  no  excuses." 
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Now,  my  lords,  was  there  ever  such  a  discovery  made  of 
the  arcana  of  any  public  theatre  ?  You  see  here  behind  the 
ostensible  scenery  all  the  crooked  working  of  the  machinery 
developed,  and  laid  open  to  the  world.  You  now  see  by 
what  secret  movement  the  master  of  the  mechanism  has  con- 
ducted the  great  Indian  opera,  an  opera  of  fraud,  deceptions, 
and  harlequin  tricks.  You  have  it  all  laid  open  before  you. 
The  ostensible  scene  is  drawn  aside ;  it  has  vanished  from 
your  sight.  All  the  strutting  signors,  and  all  the  soft  signo- 
ras,  are  gone ;  and  instead  of  a  brilliant  spectacle  of  descend- 
ing chariots,  gods,  goddesses,  sun,  moon,  and  stars,  you  have 
nothing  to  gaze  on  but  sticks,  wire,  ropes,  and  machinery. 
You  find  the  appearance  all  false  and  fraudulent ;  and  you 
see  the  whole  trick  at  once.  All  this,  my  lords,  we  owe  to 
Major  Scott's  trunk,  which,  by  admitting  us  behind  the 
scene,  has  enabled  us  to  discover  the  real  state  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's government  in  India.  And  can  your  lordships  believe, 
that  all  this  mechanism  of  fraud,  prevarication,  and  falsehood, 
could  have  been  intended  for  any  purpose  but  to  forward  that 
robbery,  corruption,  and  peculation,  by  which  Mr.  Hastings 
has  destroyed  one  of  the  finest  countries  upon  earth  !  Is  it 
necessary,  after  this,  for  me  to  tell  you,  that  you  are  not  to 
believe  one  word  of  the  conespondence  stated  by  him  to 
have  been  received  from  India  ?  This  discovery  goes  to  the 
whole  matter  of  the  whole  government  of  the  country.  You 
have  seen  what  that  government  was,  and  by  and  by  you 
shall  see  the  e£fects  of  it. 

Your  lordships  have  now  seen  this  trunk  of  Mr.  Scott's 
producing  the  effects  of  Aladdin's  lamp  ;  of  which  your  lord- 
ships may  read  in  books  much  more  worthy  of  credit  than 
Mr.  Hastings's  correspondence.  I  have  given  all  the  credit 
of  this  precious  discovery  to  Mr.  Scott's  trunk  ;  but,  my  lords, 
I  find  that  I  have  to  ask  pardon  for  a  mistake,  in  supposing 
the  letter  of  Hyder  Beg  Khan  to  be  a  part  of  Mr.  Hastings's 
correspondence.  It  comes  from  another  quarter,  not  much 
less  singular,  and  equally  authentic  and  unimpeachable.    But 
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though  it  is  not  from  the  trunk,  it  smells  of  the  trunk ;  it 
smells  of  the  leather.  I  was  as  proud  of  my  imaginary  dis- 
covery as  Sancho  Pancha  was,  that  one  of  his  ancestors  had 
discovered  a  taste  of  iron  in  some  wine ;  and  another  a  taste 
of  leather  in  the  same  wine ;  and  that  afterwards  there  was 
found  in  the  cask  a  little  key  tied  to  a  thong  of  leather, 
which  had  given  to  the  wine  a  taste  of  both.  Now,  whether 
this  letter  tasted  of  the  leather  of  the  trunk,  or  of  the  iron  of 
Mr.  Macpherson,  I  confess,  I  was  a  little  out  in  my  suggestion 
and  my  taste.  The  letter  in  question  was  written  by  Hyder 
Beg  Khan,  after  Mr.  Hastings's  departure,  to  Mr.  Macpherson 
when  he  succeeded  to  the  government.  That  gentleman 
thus  got  possession  of  a  key  to  the  trunk,  and  it  appears  to 
have  been  his  intentions  to  follow  the  steps  of  his  predecessor, 
to  act  exactly  in  the  same  manner,  and  in  the  same  manner 
to  make  the  nabob  the  instrument  of  his  own  ruin. 

This  letter  was  written  by  the  nabob's  minister  to  Sir  John 
Macpherson,  newly  inaugurated  into  his  government,  and 
who  might  be  supposed  not  to  be  acquainted  with  all  the 
best  of  Mr.  Hastings's  secrets,  nor  to  have  had  all  the  trunk 
correspondence  put  into  his  hands.  However,  here  is  a  trunk 
extraordinary,  and  its  contents  are  much  in  the  manner  of  the 
other.  The  nabob's  minister  acquaints  him  with  the  whole 
secret  of  the  system.  It  is  plain  that  the  nabob  considered  it 
as  a  system  not  to  be  altered  ;  that  there  was  to  be  nothing 
true,  nothing  above  board,  nothing  open  in  the  government  of 
his  affairs.  When  you  thus  see  that  there  can  be  little  doubt 
of  the  true  nature  of  the  government,  I  am  sure,  that  here- 
after, when  we  come  to  consider  the  effects  of  that  govern- 
ment, it  will  clear  up,  and  bring  home  to  the  prisoner  at  your 
bar,  all  we  shall  have  to  say  upon  this  subject. 
•  Mr.  Hastings  having  thrown  off  completely  the  authority 
of  the  company,  as  you  have  seen  ; — having  trampled  upon 
those  of  their  servants,  who  had  manifested  any  symptom  of 
independence,  or  who  considered  the  orders  of  the  directors 
as  a  rule  of  their  conduct  j — Shaving  brought  every  English- 
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man  under  his  yoke  ;  and  made  them  supple  and  fit  instru- 
ments for  all  his  designs ;  then  gave  it  to  be  understood,  that 
such  alone  were  fit  persons  to  be  employed  in  important  af- 
fairs of  state.  Consider,  my  lords,  the  effect  of  this  upon  the 
whole  service.  Not  one  man,  that  appears  to  pay  any  regard 
to  the  authority  of  the  directors,  is  to  expect  that  any  regard 
will  be  paid  to  himself.  So  that  this  man  not  only  rebels 
himself  in  his  own  person  against  the  authority  of  the  compa- 
ny ;  but  he  makes  all  their  servants  join  him  in  this  very  re- 
bellion. Think,  my  lords,  of  this  state  of  things  ;  and  I  wish 
it  never  to  pass  from  your  minds,  that  I  have  called  him  the 
captain  general  of  the  whole  host  of  actors  in  Indian  iniqui- 
ty, under  whom  that  host  was  arrayed,  disciplined,  and  paid. 
This  language  which  I  used  was  not,  as  fools  have  thought 
proper  to  call  it,  offensive  and  abusive  ;  it  is  in  a  proper  crim- 
inatory tone  justified  by  the  facts  that  I  have  stated  to  you  ; 
and  in  every  step  we  take,  it  is  justified  more  and  more.  I 
take  it  as  a  text,  upon  which  I  mean  to  preach  ;  I  take  it  as  a 
text,  which  I  wish  to  have  in  your  lordships'  memory  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end  of  this  proceeding.  He  is  not  only 
guilty  of  iniquity  himself,  but  is  at  the  head  of  a  system  of 
iniquity  and  rebellion ;  and  will  not  suffer,  with  impunity, 
any  one  honest  man  to  exist  in  India  if  he  can  help  it.  Ev- 
ery mark  of  obedience  to  the  legal  authority  of  the  company 
is  by  him  condemned ;  and  if  there  is  any  virtue  remaining 
in  India,  as  I  think  there  is,  it  is  not  his  fault  that  it  still  ex- 
ists there. 

We  have  shown  you  the  servile  obedience  of  the  natives 
of  the  country  ,-  we  have  shown  you  the  miserable  situation 
to  which  a  great  prince,  at  least  a  person  who  was  the  other 
day  a  great  prince,  was  reduced  by  Mr.  Hastings's  system. 
We  shall  next  show  you  that  this  prince,  who,  unfortunately 
for  himself,  became  a  dependant  on  the  company,  and  there- 
by subjected  to  the  will  of  an  arbitrary  government,  is  made 
by  him  the  instrument  of  his  own  degradation,  the  instru- 
ment of  his  (the  governor's)  falsehoods ;  the  instrument  of 
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his  peculations — and  that  he  had  been  subjected  to  all  this 
degradation  for  the  purposes  of  the  most  odious  tyranny, 
violence,  and  corruption. 

Mr.  Hastings,  having  assumed  the  government  to  himself, 
soon  made  Oude  a  private  domain.  It  had,  to  be  sure,  a 
public  name,  but  it  was  to  all  practical  intents  and  purposes 
his  park  or  his  warren ;  a  place,  as  it  were,  for  game ;  whence 
he  drew  out  or  killed  at  an  earlier  or  later  season,  as  he  thought 
fit,  any  thing  he  liked,  and  brought  it  to  his  table  according 
as  it  served  his  purpose.  Before  I  proceed,  it  will  not  be  im- 
proper for  me  to  remind  your  lordships  of  the  legitimate  ends 
to  which  all  controlling  and  superintending  power  ought  to 
be  directed.  Whether  a  man  acquires  this  power  by  law  or 
by  usurpation,  there  are  certain  duties  attached  to  his  station. 
Let  us  now  see  what  these  duties  are. 

The  first  is  to  take  care  of  that  vital  principle  of  every 
state,  its  revenue.  The  next  is  to  preserve  the  magistracy 
and  legal  authorities,  in  honor,  respect,  and  force.  And  the 
third  to  preserve  the  property,  movable,  and  immovable,  of 
all  the  people  committed  to  his  charge. 

In  regard  to  his  first  duty,  the  protection  of  the  revenue  ; 
your  lordships  will  find  that  from  three  millions  and  upwards, 
which  I  stated  to  be  the  revenue  of  Oude,  and  which  Mr. 
Hastings,  I  believe,  or  any  body  for  him,  has  never  thought 
proper  to  deny — ^it  sunk  under  his  management  to  about 
1,440,000  :  and  even  this,  Mr.  Middleton  says,  (as  you  may 
see  in  your  minutes,)  was  not  completely  realized.  Thus  my 
lords,  you  see,  that  one  half  of  the  whole  revenue  of  the 
country  was  lost  after  it  came  into  Mr.  Hastings's  manage- 
ment. Well,  but  it  may  perhaps  be  said  this  was  owing  to 
the  nabob's  own  imprudence.  No  such  thing,  my  lords  ;  it 
could  not  be  so  ;  for  the  whole  real  administration  and  gov- 
ernment of  the  country  was  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hastings's 
agents,  public  or  private. 

To  let  you  see  how  provident  Mr.  Hastings's  management 
of  it  was,  I  shall  produce  to  your  lordships  one  of  the  prin- 
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cipal  manoeuvres  that  he  adopted  for  the  improvement  of  the 
revenue  and  for  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  country, 
the  latter  of  which  will  always  go  along,  more  or  less,  with 
the  first. 

The  nabob,  whose  acts  your  lordships  have  now  learned  to 
appreciate  as  no  other  than  the  acts  of  Mr.  Hastings,  writes 
to  the  council  to  have  a  body  of  British  officers  for  the  pur- 
poses of  improving  the  discipline  of  his  troops,  collecting  his 
revenues,  and  repressing  disorder  and  outrage  among  his  sub- 
jects. This  proposal  was  ostensibly  fair  and  proper ;  and  if 
I  had  been  in  the  council  at  that  time,  and  the  nabob  had 
really  and  bona  fide  made  such  a  request,  I  should  have  said 
he  had  taken  a  very  reasonable  and  judicious  step,  and  that 
the  company  ought  to  aid  him  in  his  design. 

Among  the  officers  sent  to  Oude,  in  consequence  of  this 
requisition,  was  the  well  known  Colonel  Hannay ;  a  man 
whose  name  will  be  bitterly  and  long  remembered  in  India. 
This  person,  we  understand,  had  been  recommended  to  Mr. 
Hastings  by  Sir  Elijah  Impey  ;  and  his  appointment  was  the 
natural  consequence  of  such  patronage.  I  say  the  natural 
consequence,  because  Sir  Elijah  Impey  appears  on  your 
minutes  to  have  been  Mr.  Hastings's  private  agent  and  nego- 
tiator in  Oude.  In  that  light,  and  in  that  light  only,  I  con- 
sider Colonel  Hannay  in  this  business.  We  cannot  prove 
that  he  was  not  of  Mr.  Hastings's  own  nomination  originally 
and  primarily  ;  but  whether  we  take  him  in  this  way,  or  as 
recommended  by  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  or  any  body  else,  Mr. 
Hastings  is  equally  responsible. 

Colonel  Hannay  is  sent  up  by  Mr.  Hastings,  and  has  the 
command  of  a  brigade,  of  two  regiments  I  think,  given  to 
him.  Thus  far  all  is  apparently  fair  and  easily  understood  ; 
but  in  this  country  we  find  every  thing  in  masquerade  and 
disguise.  We  find  this  man,  instead  of  being  an  officer, 
farmed  the  revenue  of  the  country,  as  is  proved  by  Colonel 
Lumsden  and  other  gentlemen,  who  were  his  sub-farmers  and 
his  assistants.   Here,  my  lords,  we  have  a  man,  who  appeared 
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to  have  been  sent  up  the  country  as  a  commander  of  troops, 
agreeably  to  the  nabob's  request ;  and  who,  upon  our  inquiry, 
we  discover  to  have  been  farmer  general  of  the  country ! 
We  discover  this  with  surprise ;  and  I  believe  till  our  inqui- 
ries began  it  was  unknown  in  Europe.  We  have,  however, 
proved  upon  your  lordships's  minutes,  by  an  evidence  pro- 
duced by  Mr.  Hastings  himself,  that  Colonel  Hannay  was 
actually  farmer^eneral  of  the  countries  of  Barratch  and  Gur- 
ruckpore.  We  have  proved  upon  your  minutes  that  Colonel 
Hannay  was  the  only  person  possessed  of  power  in  the  coun- 
try i  that  there  was  no  magistrate  in  it,  nor  any  admimistra- 
tion  of  the  law  whatever.  We  have  proved  to  your  lordships 
that,  in  his  character  of  farmer^eneral,  he  availed  himself  of 
the  influence  derived  from  commanding  a  battalion  of  soldiers ; 
in  short,  we  have  proved  that  the  whole  power,  civil,  mili- 
tary, municipal,  and  financial,  resided  in  him  ;  and  we  further 
refer  your  lordships  to  Mr.  Lumsden  and  Mr.  Halhed,  for  the 
authority  which  he  possessed  in  that  country.  Your  lord- 
ships, I  am  sure,  will  supply  with  your  diligence  what  is 
defective,  in  my  statement ;  I  have  therefore,  taken  the  lib- 
erty of  indicating  to  you  where  you  are  to  find  the  evidence 
to  wjiich  I  refer.  You  will  there,  ray  lords,  find  this  Colonel 
Hannay  in  a  false  character — he  is  ostensibly  given  to  the 
nabob  as  a  commander  of  his  troops ;  while  in  reality  he  is 
forced  upon  that  prince  as  his  farmer-general.  He  is  invested 
with  the  whole  command  of  the  country,  while  the  sovereign 
is  unable  to  control  him,  or  to  prevent  his  extorting  from  the 
people  whatever  he  pleases. 

If  we  are  asked  what  the  terms  of  his  farm  were  ; — we 
cannot  discover  that  he  farmed  the  country  at  any  certain 
sum.  We  cannot  discover  that  he  was  subjected  to  any 
terms,  or  confined  by  any  limitations.  Armed  with  arbitrary 
power,  and  exercising  that  power  under  a  false  title,  his  ex- 
actions from  the  poor  natives  were  only  limited  by  his  own 
pleasure.  Under  these  circumstances,  we  are  now  to  ask 
what  there  was  to  prevent  him  from  robbing  and  ruining  the 
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people  ;  and  what  security  against  his  robbing  the  exchequer ' 
of  the  person  whose  revenue  he  farmed  ? 

You  are  told  by  the  witnesses  in  the  clearest  manner,  and, 
after  what  you  have  heard  of  the  state  of  Oude,  you  cannot 
doubt  the  fact,  that  nobody,  not  even  the  nabob,  dared  to 
complain  against  him  ;  that  he  was  considered  as  a  man 
authorized  and  supported  by  the  power  of  the  British  govern- 
ment ;  and  it  is  proved  in  the  evidence  before  ydu  that  he 
vexed  and  harassed  the  country  to  the  utmost  extent  which 
we  have  slated  in  our  article  of  charge,  and  which  you  would 
naturally  expect  from  a  man  acting  under  such  false  names 
with  such  real  powers.  We  have  proved  that  from  some  of 
the  principal  zemindars  in  that  country,  who  held  farms  let  to 
them  for  27,000  rupees  a  year,  a  rent  of  60,000  was  demanded, 
and  in  some  cases  enforced  ;  and  that  upon  the  refusal  of  one 
of  them  to  comply  with  this  demand,  he  was  driven  out  of 
the  country. 

Your  lordships  will  find  in  the  evidence  before  you,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  country  were  not  only  harassed  in 
their  fortunes,  but  cruelly  treated  in  their  persons.  You  have 
it  upon  Mr.  Halhed's  evidence,  and  it  is  not  attempted,  that 
I  know  of,  to  be  contradicted,  that  the-  people  were  confined 
in  open  cages  exposed  to  the  scorching  heat  of  the  sun,  for 
pretended  or  real  arrears  of  rent ;  it  is  indifierent  which,  be- 
cause I  consider  all  confinement  of  the  person  to  support  an 
arbitrary  exaction,  to  be  an  abomination  not  to  be  tolerated. 
They  have  endeavored,  indeed,  to  weaken  this  evidence  by 
an  attempt  to  prove  that  a  man,  day  and  night  in  confine- 
ment in  an  open  cage,  suffers  no  inconvenience.  And  here  I 
must  beg  your  lordships  to  observe  the  extreme  unwillingness 
that  appears  in  these  witnesses.  Their  testimony  is  drawn 
from  them  drop  by  drop,  their  answers  to  our  questions  are 
never  more  than  yes  or  no ;  but  when  they  are  examined  by 
the  counsel  on  the  other  side,  it  flows  as  freely  as  if  drawn 
from  a  perennial  spring ;  and  such  a  spring  we  have  in  Indian 
corruption.  We  have,  however,  proved,  that  in  these  cages 
15* 
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the  renters  were  confined,  till  they  could  be  lodged  in  the 
dungeons  or  mud  forts.  We  have  proved  that  some  of  them 
were  obliged  to  sell  their  children  ;  that  others  fled  the  coun- 
try, and  that  these  practices  were  carried  to  such  an  awful 
extent,  that  Colonel  Hannay  was  under  the  necessity  of  issu- 
ing orders  against  the  unnatural  sale  and  flight  which  his 
rapacity  had  occasioned.  The  prisoner's  counsel  have  at- 
tempted to  prove  that  this  had  been  a  common  practice  in 
that  country — and  though  possibly  some  person  as  wicked  as 
Colonel  Hannay  might  have  been  there  before  at  some  time 
or  other,  no  man  ever  sold  his  children,  but  under  the  pres- 
sure of  some  cruel  exaction.  Nature  calls  out  against  it. 
The  love  that  God  has  implanted  in  the  heart  of  parents 
towards  their  children  is  the  first  germ  of  that  second  con- 
junction, which  he  has  ordered  to  subsist  between  them  and 
the  rest  of  mankind.  It  is  the  first  formation  and  first  bond 
of  society.  It  is  stronger  than  all  laws ;  for  it  is  the  law  of 
nature,  which  is  the  law  of  God.  Never  did  a  man  sell  his 
children,  who  was  able  to  maintain  them.  It  is  therefore 
not  only  a  proof  of  his  exactions,  but  a  decisive  proof  that 
these  exactions  were  intolerable. 

Next  to  the  love  of  parents  for  their  children,  the  strongest 
instinct  both  natural  and  moral,  that  exists  in  man,  is  the  love 
of  his  country : — an  instinct  indeed,  which  extends  even  to 
the  brute  creation.  All  creatures  love  their  ofiispring  ;  next 
to  that  they  love  their  homes  ;  they  have  a  fondness  for  the 
place  where  they  have  been  bred,  for  the  habitations  they 
have  dwelt  in,  for  the  stalls  in  which  they  have  been  fed, « 
the  pastures  they  have  browsed  in,  and  the  wilds  in  which 
they  have  roamed.  We  all  know  that  the  natal  soil  has  a 
sweetness  in  it  beyond  the  harmony  of  verse.  This  instinct, 
I  say,  that  binds  all  creatures  to  their  country,  never  becomes 
inert  in  us,  nor  ever  sufiers  us  to  want  a  memory  of  it. 
Those,  therefore,  who  seek  to  fly  their  country,  can  only  wish 
to  fly  from  oppression  ;  and  what  other  proof  can  you  want 
of  this  oppression,  when,  as  a  witness  has  told  you,  Colonel 
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Hannay  was  obliged  to  put  bars  and  guards  to  confine  the 
inhabitants  within  the  country  ?  We  have  seen,  therefore, 
nature  violated  in  its  strongest  principles.  We  have  seen 
unlimited  and  arbitrary  exaction  avowed  on  no  pretence  of 
any  law,  rule,  or  any  fixed  mode  by  which  these  people  were 
to  be  dealt  with.  All  these  facts  have  been  proved  before 
your  lordships,  by  costive  and  unwilling  witnesses.  In  con- 
sequence of  these  violent  and  cruel  oppressions,  a  general  re- 
bellion breaks  out  in  the  country,  as  was  naturally  to  be 
expected.  The  inhabitants  rise  as  if  by  common  consent ; 
every  farmer,  every  proprietor  of  land,  every  man  who  loved 
his  family  and  his  country,  and  had  not  fled  for  refuge,  rose 
in  rebellion,  as  they  call  it.  My  lords,  they  did  rebel ;  it 
was  a  just  rebellion.  Insurrection  was  there  just  and  legal, 
inasmuch  as  Colonel  Hannay,  in  defiance  of  the  laws  and 
rights  of  the  people,  exercised  a  clandestine,  illegal  authority, 
against  which  there  can  be  no  rebellion  in  its  proper  sense. 

As  a  rebellion,  however,  and  as  a  rebellion  of  the  most  un- 
provoked kind,  it  was  treated  by  Colonel  Hannay ;  and  to 
one  instance  of  the  means  taken  for  suppressing  it,  as  proved 
by  evidence  before  your  lordships,  I  will  just  beg  leave  to 
call  your  attention.  One  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  inhabi- 
tants had  been  shut  up  in  one  of  the  mud  forts  I  have  men- 
tioned; the  people  of  the  country,  in  their  rage,  attacked 
the  fort,  and  demanded  the  prisoners ;  they  called  for  their 
brothers,  their  fathers,  their  husbands,  who  were  confined 
there.  It  was  attacked  by  the  joint  assault  of  men  and 
women.  The  man  who  commanded  in  the  fort  immediately 
cut  off  the  heads  of  eighteen  of  the  principal  prisoners,  and 
tossed  them  over  the  battlements  to  the  assailants.  There 
happened  to  be  a  prisoner  in  the  fort,  a  man  loved  and  re- 
spected in  his  country,  and  who,  whether  justly  or  unjustly, 
was  honored  and  much  esteemed  by  all  the  people.  "  Give 
us  our  rajah,  Mustapha  Ehan,"  (that  was  the  name  of  the 
man  confined,)  cried  out  the  assailants.  We  asked  the  wit- 
ness at  your  bar,  what  he  was  confined  for ;  he  did  not  know, 
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but  he  said  that  Colonel  Hannay  had  confined  him,  and 
added  that  he  was  sentenced  to  death.  We  desired  to  see 
the  futwa  or  decree  of  the  judge  who  sentenced  him  ;  no ; 
no  such  thing,  nor  any  evidence  of  its  having  existed,  could 
be  produced.  We  desired  to  know  whether  he  could  give 
any  account  of  the  process,  any  account  of  the  magistrate, 
any  account  of  the  accuser,  any  account  of  the  defence  ;  in 
short,  whether  he  could  give  any  account  whatever  of  this 
man's  being  condemned  to  death.  He  could  give  no  account 
of  it,  but  the  orders  of  Colonel  Hannay,  who  seems  to  have 
imprisoned  and  condemned  him  by  his  own  arbitrary  will. 
Upon  the  demand  of  rajah  Mustapha,  by  the  insurgents, 
being  made  known  to  Colonel  Hannay,  he  sends  an  order  to 
the  commander  of  the  fort,  a  man  already  stained  with  the 
blood  of  all  the  people  who  were  murdered  there,  that  if  he 
had  not  executed  Mustapha  Ehan,  he  should  execute  him 
immediately.  The  man  is  staggered  at  the  order,  and  refuses 
to  execute  it,  as  not  being  directly  addressed  to  him. 

Colonel  Hannay  then  sends  a  Captain  Williams,  who  has 
appeared  here  as  an  evidence  at  your  bar,  and  who,  together 
with  Captain  Gordon  and  Major  Macdonald,  both  witnesses 
also  here,  were  all  sub-farmers  and  actors  under  Colonel  Han- 
nay. This  Captain  Williams,  I  say,  goes  there,  and  without 
asking  one  of  those  questions  which  I  put  to  the  witness  at 
your  bar,  and  desiring  nothing  but  Colonel  Hannay's  word, 
orders  the  man  to  be  beheaded  ]  and  accordingly  he  was 
beheaded,  agreeably  to  the  orders  of  Colonel  Hannay.  Upon 
this,  the  rebellion  blazed  out  with  tenfold  fury,  and  the  peo- 
ple declared  they  would  be  revenged  for  the  destruction  of 
their  zemindar. 

Your  lordships  have  now  seen  this  Mustapha  Ehan  impris- 
oned, and  sentenced  to  death  by  Colonel  Hannay,  without 
judge  and  without  accuser,  without  any  evidence,  without 
the  futwa  or  any  sentence  of  the  law.  This  man  is  thus 
put  to  death  by  an  arbitrary  villain,  by  a  more  than  cruel 
tyrant.  Colonel  Haimay,  the  substitute  of  a  ten  thousand 
times  more  cruel  tyrant,  Mr.  Hastings. 
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In  this  situation  was  the  country  of  Oude,  under  Colonel 
Hannay,  when  he  was  removed  from  it.  The  knowledge  of 
his  misconduct  had  before  induced  the  miserable  nabob  to 
make  an  eifort  to  get  rid  of  him ;  but  Mr.  Hastings  had  re- 
pressed that  effort  by  a  civil  reprimand,  telling  him  indeed  at 
the  same  time,  ''  I  do  not  force  you  to  receive  him."  (Indeed 
the  nabob's  situation  had  in  it  force  enough.)  The  nabob,  I 
say  was  forced  to  receive  him ;  and  again  he  ravages  and 
destroys  that  devoted  country,  till  the  time  of  which  I  have 
been  just  speaking  ;  when  he  was  driven  out  of  it  finally  by 
the  rebellion,  and,  as  you  may  imagine,  departed  like  a  leech 
full  of  blood. 

It  is  stated  in  evidence  upon  your  minutes,  that  this 
bloated  leech  went  back  to  Calcutta,  that  he  was  supposed 
from  a  state  of  debt,  (in  which  he  was  known  to  have  been 
when  he  left  that  city,)  to  have  returned  from  Oude,  with 
the  handsome  sum  of  £300,000,  of  which  £80,000  was  in 
gold  mohurs.  This  is  declared  to  be  the  universal  opinion 
in  India,  and  no  man  has  ever  contradicted  it.  Ten  persons 
have  given  evidence  to  that  effect,  not  one  has  contradicted 
it  from  that  hour  to  this,  that  I  ever  heard  of.  The  man  is 
now  no  more.  Whether  his  family  have  the  whole  of  the 
plunder  or  not ;  what  partnership  there  was  in  this  business  ; 
what  shares,  what  dividends  were  made,  and  who  got  them  ; 
— about  all  this  public  opinion  varied,  and  we  can  with  cer- 
tainty affirm  nothing  ; — ^but  there  ended  the  life  and  exploits 
of  Colonel  Hannay,  farmer  general,  civil  officer,  and  military 
commander  of  Burratch  and  Gurruckpore.  But  not  so  ended 
Mr.  Hastings's  proceedings. 

Soon  after  the  return  of  Colonel  Hannay  to  Calcutta,  this 
miserable  nabob  received  intelligence,  which  concurrent  pub- 
lic fame  supported,  that  Mr.  Hastings  meant  to  send  him  up 
into  the  country  again  on  a  second  expedition ,-  probably 
with  some  such  order  as  this — ^you  have  sucked  blood  enough 
for  yourself,  now  try  what  you  can  do  for  your  neighbors. 
The  nabob  was  not  likely  to  be  misinformed.    His  friend  and 
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agent,  Gobind  Ram,  was  at  Calcutta,  and  had  constant  access 
to  all  Mr.  Hastings's  people.  Mr.  Hastings  himself  tells  you 
what  instructions  these  vakeels  always  have  to  search  into 
and  discover  all  his  transactions.  This  Gobind  Ram,  alarmed 
with  strong  apprehensions,  and  struck  with  horror  at  the  very 
idea  of  such  an  event,  apprized  his  master  of  his  beUef,  that 
Mr.  Hastings  meant  to  send  Colonel  Hannay  again  into  the 
country.  Judge  now,  my  lords,  what  Colonel  Hannay  must 
have  been,  from  the  declaration  which  I  will  now  read  to  you, 
extorted  from  that  miserable  slave,  the  nabob,  who  thus 
addresses  Mr.  Hastings : 

"  My  country  and  house  belong  to  you  ;  there  is  no  dif- 
ference. I  hope  that  you  desire  in  your  heart  the  good  of 
my  concerns.  Colonel  Hannay  is  inclined  to  request  your 
permission  to  be  employed  in  the  affairs  of  this  quarter.  If 
by  any  means  any  matter  of  this  country  dependant  on  me 
should  be  entrusted  to  the  Colonel,  I  swear  by  the  holy 
Prophet,  that  I  will  not  remain  here,  but  will  go  from  hence 
to  you.  From  your  kindness  let  no  concern  dependant  on 
me  be  entrusted  to  the  Colonel ;  and  oblige  me  by  a  speedy 
answer,  which  may  set  my  mind  at  ease."  We  know  very 
well  that  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  denied  his  having  any 
intention  to  send  him  up.  We  cannot  prove  them,  but  we 
maintain  that  there  were  grounds  for  the  strongest  suspicions 
that  he  entertained  such  intentions ;  he  cannot  deny  the 
reality  of  this  terror,  which  existed  in  the  minds  of  the 
nabob  and  his  people,  under  the  apprehension  that  he  was 
to  be  sent  up,  which  plainly  showed  that  they,  at  least,  con- 
sidered there  was  ground  enough  for  charging  him  with  that 
intention.  What  reason  was  there  to  think  that  he  should  not 
be  sent  a  third  time,  who  had  been  sent  twice  before  ?  Certain- 
ly none,  because  every  circumstance  of  Mr.  Hastings's  proceed- 
ings was  systematical,  and  perfectly  well  known  at  Oude. 

But  suppose  it  to  have  been  a  false  report ; — it  shows  all 
that  the  managers  wish  to  show,  the  extreme  tenor  which 
these  creatures  and  tools  of  Mr.   Hastings  struck  into  the 
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people  of  that  country.  His  denial  of  any  intention  of  again 
sending  Colonel  Hannay  does  not  disprove  either  the  justness 
of  their  suspicions,  or  the  existence  of  the  terror  which  his 
very  name  excited. 

My  lords,  I  shall  now  call  your  attention  to  a  part  of  the 
evidence  which  we  have  produced,  to  prove  the  terrible  effects 
of  Colonel  Hannay's  operations.     Captain  Edwards,  an  un- 
tainted man,  who  tells  you  that  he  had  passed  through  that 
country,  again  and  again  describes  it  as  bearing  all  the  marks 
of  savage  desolation.     Mr.  Holt  says,  it  has  fallen  from  its 
former  state  ;  that  whole  towns  and  villages  were  no  longer 
peopled,  and  that  the  country  carried  evident  marks  of  fam- 
ine.   One  would  have  thought  that  Colonel  Hannay's  cruelty 
and  depredations  would  have  satiated  Mr.   Hastings.     No. 
He  finds  another  military  collector,  a  Major  Osborne,  who, 
having  suffered  in  his  preferment  by  the  sentence  of  a  court 
martial,  whether  justly  or  unjustly  I  neither  know  nor  care, 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of  a  thousand  men,  in  the 
provinces  of  Oude ;  but  really,  to  the  administration  of  the 
revenues  of  the  country.     He  administered  them  much  in* 
the  same  manner  as  Colonel  Hannay  had  done.     He,  how- 
ever, transmitted  to  the  government  at  Calcutta,  a  partial 
representation  of  the  state  of  the  provinces,  the  substance  of 
which  was,  that  the  natives  were  exposed  to  every  kind  of 
peculation,  and  that  the  country  was  in  a  horrible  state  of 
confusion  and  disorder.    This  is  upon  the  company's  records ; 
and  although  not  produced  in  evidence,  your  lordships  may 
find  it,  for  it  has  been  printed  over  and  over  again.     This 
man  went  up  to  the  vizier ;  in  consequence  of  whose  com* 
plaint,  and  the  renewed  cries  of  the  people,  Mr.   Hastings 
was  soon  obliged  to  recall  him. 

But,  my  lords,  let  us  go  from  Major  Osborne  to  the  rest  of 
these  military  purveyors  of  revenue.  Your  lordships  shall 
hear  the  vizier's  own  account  of  what  he  suffered  from 
British  officers,  and  into  what  a  state  Mr.  Hastings  brought 
that  country,  by  the  agency  of  officers  who,  under  the  pre- 
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tence  of  defending  it,  were  invested  with  powers  which 
enabled  them  to  commit  most  horrible  abuses  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  revenue,  the  collection  of  customs,  and  the 
monopoly  of  the  markets. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Nabob    Vizier  to  the  Governor- 
general. 

"  All  the  officers  stationed  with  the  brigade  at  Cawnpore, 
Futtyghur,  Darunghur  and  Furrackabad,  and  other  places, 
write  purwannas,  and  give  positive  orders  to  the  aumils  of 
these  places,  respecting  the  grain,  &c.  ;  from  which  conduct 
the  country  will  become  depopulated.  I  am  hopeful  from  your 
friendship,  that  you  will  write  to  all  these  gentlemen  not  to 
issue  orders,  &c.  to  the  aumils,  and  not  to  send  troops  into 
the  mahals  of  the  sircar ;  and  for  whatever  quantity  of  grain, 
&c.  they  may  want,  they  will  inform  me  and  the  resident, 
and  we  will  write  it  to  the  aumils,  who  shall  cause  it  to  be 
sent  them  every  month,  and  T  will  deduct  the  price  of  them 
from  the  tuncahs  ;  this  will  be  agreeable  both  to  me  and  to 
the  ryots," 

A  copy  of  a  subsequent  Letter  from  the  Vizier  to  Rajah 
Gobind  Ram. 

''  I  some  time  ago  wrote  you  the  particulars  .of  the  conduct 
of  the  officers,  and  now  write  them  again.  The  officers  and 
gentlemen  who  are  at  Cawnpore,  and  Futtyghur,  and  Da- 
runghur, and  other  places,  by  different  means  act  very  tyran- 
nically and  oppressively  towards  the  aumils  and  ryots,  and 
inhabitants;  and  to  whomsoever  that  requires  a  dustuck^ 
they  give  it,  with  their  own  seal  affixed,  and  send  for  the 
aumils  and  punish  them.  If  they  say  any  thing,  the  gen- 
tlemen make  use  of  but  two  words ;  one — that  is  for  the 
brigade^  and  the  second — that  is  to  administer  justice.  The 
particulars  of  it  is  this,  that  the  bipparies  will   bring  their 
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grain  from  all  quarters,  and  sell  for  their  livelihood.  There 
is  at  present  no  war  to  occasion  a  necessity  for  sending  for  it. 
If  none  comes,  whatever  quantity  will  be  necessary  every 
month,  I  will  mention  to  the  aumils,  that  they  may  bring  it 
for  sale ;  but  there  is  no  deficiency  of  grain.  The  gentle- 
men have  established  gunges  for  their  own  advantage,  called 
Colonel  Gunge  at  Darunghur,  Futtyghur,  &.c.  The  collec- 
tion of  the  customs  from  all  quarters  they  have  stopped,  and 
collected  them  at  their  own  gunges ;  each  gunge  is  rented 
out  at  30,000-40,000  rupees,  and  their  collections  paid  to 
the  gentlemen.  They  have  established  gunges  where  there 
never  were  any,  and  where  they  were,  those  they  have  abol- 
ished ;  30,000  or  40,000  rupees  is  the  sum  they  are  rented 
at ;  the  collections,  to  the  amount  of  a  lack  of  rupees,  are 
stopped.  Major  Briscoe,  who  is  at  Darunghur,  has  established 
a  gunge,  which  rented  out  for  45,000  rupees ;  and  has 
stopped  the  ghauts  round  about  the  bipparies,  and  merchants 
coming  from  Cashmere,  from  Shaw  Jehanabeid,  and  bringing 
shawls  and  other  goods  and  spices,  &c.  from  all  quarters,  he 
orders  to  his  gunge,  and  collects  the  duty  from  the  aumils, 
gives  them  a  chit  and  a  guard,  who  conducts  them  about 
five  hundred  coss :  the  former  duties  are  not  collected.  From 
the  conduct  at  Cawnpore,  Futtyghur,  Furrackabad,  &c. ;  the 
duties  from  the  lilla  of  Gora  and  Thlawa  are  destroyed,  and 
occasion  a  loss  of  three  lacks  of  rupees  to  the  duties ;  and 
the  losses  that  are  sustained  in  Furrackabad  may  be  ascer- 
tained by  the  nabob  Mozuffir  Jung,  to  whom  every  day  com- 
plaints are  made;  exclusive  of  the  aumils  and  collectors, 
others  lodge  complaints.  Whatever  I  do,  I  desire  no  benefit 
from  it ;  I  am  remediless  and  silent  ]  from  what  happens  to 
me,  I  know  that  worse  will  happen  in  other  places ;  the  second 
word,  I  know,  is  from  their  mouths  only.  This  is  the  case. 
In  this  country  formerly,  and  even  now,  whatever  is  to  be 
received  or  paid  among  the  zemindars,  ryots,  and  inhabitants 
of  the  cities,  and  poor  people,  neither  those  who  can  pay,  or 
those  who  cannot  pay,  ever  make  any  excuse  to  the  Shroffs ; 
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but  when  they  could  pay,  they  did.  In  old  debts  of  fifty 
years,  whoever  complain  to  the  gentlemen,  they  agree  that 
they  shall  pay  one  fourth,  and  send  dustucks  and  sepoys  to 
all  the  aumils,  the  chowdries,  and  canoongoes,  and  inhabi* 
tants  of  all  the  towns  ;  they  send  for  every  body,  to  do  them 
justice,  confine  them,  and  say  they  will  settle  the  business. 
So  many  and  numerous  are  these  calamities,  that  I  know  not 
how  much  room  it  will  take  up  to  mention  them.  Mr.  Bris- 
coe is  at  Daranghur ;  and  the  complaints  of  the  aumils  ar- 
rive daily.  I  am  silent.  Now  Mr.  Middleton  is  coming  here, 
let  the  nabob  appoint  him  for  settling  all  these  affairs,  that 
whatever  he  shall  order  those  gentlemen,  they  will  do.  From 
this  every  thing  will  be  settled,  and  the  particulars  of  this 
quarter  will  be  made  known  to  the  nabob.  I  have  written 
this,  which  you  will  deliver  to  the  governor,  that  every  thing 
may  be  settled ;  and  when  he  has  understood  it,  whatever  is 
his  inclination,  he  will  favor  me  with  it.  The  nabob  is  mas- 
ter in  this  country,  and  is  my  friend ;  there  is  no  distinc- 
tion." 

Copy  of  another  Letter^  entered  upon  the  consultation  of  the 
Ath  of  June  1781. 

"  I  have  received  your  letter,  requesting  leave  for  a  bat- 
talion, to  be  raised  by  Captain  Clark  on  the  same  footing  as 
Major  Osborne's  was,  agreeable  to  the  requests  and  complaints 
of  Ishmael  Beg,  the  aumil  of  Illahabad,  &c.  and  in  com- 
pliance with  the  directions  of  the  council.  You  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  particulars  and  negotiation  of  Ishmael 
Beg,  and  the  nature  of  Mr.  Osborne's  battalion.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  1186  (1779)  the  affairs  of  Illahabad  were 
given  on  a  lease  of  three  years  to  Ishmael  Beg,  together 
with  the  pergunnahs  Arreel  and  Parra  ,*  and  I  gave  orders  for 
troops  to  be  stationed  and  raised,  conformable  to  his  request. 
Ishmael  Beg  accordingly  collected  twelve  hundred  peons, 
which  were  not  allowed  to  the  aumil  of  that  place  in  the 


WARREN   HASTINGS,  ESQ.  237 

year  1186.  The  reason,  why  I  gave  permission  for  the  ad- 
ditional expense  of  twelve  hundred  peons,  was  that  he  might 
be  enabled  to  manage  the  country  with  ease,  and  pay  the 
money  to  government  regularly.  I  besides  sent  Mr.  Osborne 
there,  to  command  in  the  mahals  belonging  to  Ulahabad, 
which  were  in  the  possession  of  rajah  Ajeit  Sing ;  and  he 
accordingly  took  charge. 

''  Afterwards,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  governor- 
general,  Mr.  Hastings,  Jelladut  Jung,  he  was  recalled,  and 
the  mahals  placed,  as  before,  under  rajah  Ajeit  Sing.  I 
never  sent  Mr.  Osborne  to  settle  the  concerns  of  Ulahabad, 
for  there  was  no  occasion  for  him ;  but  Mr.  Osborne,  of  him- 
self, committed  depredations  and  rapines  within  Ishmael 
Beg's  jurisdiction.  Last  year  the  battalion  which,  by  permis- 
sion of  General  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  was  sent,  received  orders  to 
secure  and  defend  Ishmael  Beg  against  the  encroachments  of 
Mr.  Osborne ;  for  the  complaints  of  Ishmael  Beg  against  the 
violences  of  Mr.  Osborne  had  reached 'the  general  and  Mr. 
Purling ;  and  the  governor  and  gentlemen  of  council,  at  my 
request,  recalled  Mr.  Osborne.  This  year,  as  before,  the  col- 
lections of  Arreel  and  Parra  remain  under  Ishmael  Beg.  In 
those  places,  some  of  the  talookdars  and  zemindars,  who 
had  been  oppressed  and  ill  treated  by  Mr.  Osborne,  had  con- 
ceived ideas  of  rebellion." 

Here,  my  lords,  you  have  an  account  of  the  condition  of 
Darughur,  Futtyghur,  Purruckabad,  and  of  the  whole  line  of 
our  military  stations  in  the  nabob's  dominions.  You  see  the 
whole  was  one  universal  scene  of  plunder  and  rapine.  You 
see  all  this  was  known  to  Mr.  Hastings,  who  never  inflicted 
any  punishments  for  all  this  horrible  outrage.  You  see  the 
utmost  he  has  done  is  merely  to  recall  one  man.  Major  Os- 
borne, who  was  by  no  means  the  only  person  deeply  involved 
in  these  charges.  He  nominated  all  these  people ;  he  has 
never  called  any  of  them  to  an  account.  Shall  I  not  then 
call  him  their  captain  general  ?  Shall  not  your  lordships  call 
him  so  ?    And  shall  any  man  in  the  kingdom  call  him  by 
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any  other  name  ?  We  see  all  the  executive,  all  the  civil  and 
criminal  justice  of  the  country  seized  on  by  him.  We  see 
the  trade,  and  all  the  duties  seized  upon  by  his  creatures.  We 
see  them  destroying  established  markets,  and  creating  others 
at  their  pleasure.  We  see  them,  in  the  country  of  an  ally, 
and  in  a  time  of  peace,  producing  all  the  consequences  of 
rapine  and  of  war.  We  see  the  country  ruined  and  depopu- 
lated by  men,  who  attempt  to  exculpate  themselves,  by 
charging  their  unhappy  victims  with  rebellion. 

And  now,  my  lords,  who  is  it  that  has  brought  to  light  all 
these  outrages  and  complaints,  the  existence  of  which  has 
never  been  denied,  and  for  which  no  redress  was  ever  ob- 
tained, and  no  punishment  ever  inflicted  ?  Why,  Mr.  Hast- 
ings himself  has  brought  them  before  you ;  they  are  found 
in  papers  which  he  has  transmitted.  God,  who  inflicts  blind- 
ness upon  great  criminals,  in  order  that  they  should  meet 
with  the  punishment  they  deserve,  has  made  him  the  means 
of  bringing  forward  this  scene,  which  we  are  maliciously  said 
to  have  falsely  and  maliciously  devised.  If  any  one  of  the 
ravages  contained  in  that  long  catalogue  of  grievances  is 
false,  Warren  Hastings  is  the  person  who  must  answer  for 
that  individual  falsehood.  If  they  are  generally  false,  he  is 
to  answer  for  the  false  and  calumniating  accusation ;  and,  if 
they  are  true,  my  lords,  he  only  is  answerable,  for  he  ap- 
pointed those  ministers  of  outrage,  and  never  called  them  to 
account  for  their  misconduct. 

Let  me  now  show  your  lordships  the  character  that  Mr. 
Hastings  gives  of  all  the  British  oflicers.  It  is  to  be  found 
in  an  extract  from  the  appendix  to  that  part  of  his  Benares 
narrative,  in  which  he  comments  upon  the  treaty  of  Chunar. 
Mark,  my  lords,  what  the  man  himself  says,  of  the  whole 
military  service. — "Notwithstanding  the  great  benefit  which 
the  company  would  have  derived  from  such  an  augmentation 
of  their  military  force  as  these  troops  constituted,  ready  to 
act  on  any  emergency,  prepared  and  disciplined  without  any 
charge  on  the  company,  as  the  institution  professed,  until 
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their  actual  services  should  be  required,  I  have  observed  some 
evils  growing  out  of  the  system,  which,  in  my  opinion,  more 
than  counterbalanced  those  advantages,  had  they  been  real- 
ized in  their  fullest  effect.  The  remote  stations  of  these 
troops,  placing  the  commanding  officers  beyond  the  notice 
and  control  of  the  board,  afforded  too  much  opportunity  and 
temptation  for  unwarrantable  emoluments,  and  excited  the 
contagion  of  peculation  and  rapacity  throughout  the  whole 
army.  A  most  remarkable  and  incontrovertible  proof  of  the 
prevalence  of  this  spirit  has  been  seen  in  the  court  martial 
upon  Captain  Erskine,  where  the  court,  composed  of  officers 
of  rank  and  respectable  characters,  unanimously  and  honor- 
ably, most  honorably,  acquitted  him  upon  an  acknowledged 
fact,  which,  in  times  of  stricter  discipline,  would  have  been 
deemed  a  crime  deserving  the  severest  punishment." 

I  will  now  call  your  lordships'  attention  to  another  extract 
from  the  same  comment  of  Mr.  Hastings,  with  respect  to  the 
removal  of  the  company's  servants,  civil  and  military,  from 
the  court  and  service  of  the  vizier. — '^  I  was  actuated  solely 
by  motives  of  justice  to  him,  and  a  regard  to  the  honor  of 
our  national  character.  In  removing  those  gentlemen,  I  di- 
minish my  own  influence,  as  well  as  that  of  my  colleagues, 
by  narrowing  the  line  of  patronage  ,-  and  I  expose  myself  to 
obloquy  and  resentment  from  those  who  are  immediately 
affected  by  the  arrangement,  and  the  long  train  of  their 
friends  and  powerful  patrons.  But  their  numbers,  their  in- 
fluence, and  the  enormous  amount  of  their  salaries,  pensions, 
and  emoluments,  were  an  intolerable  burthen  on  the  revenues 
and  authority  of  the  vizier,  and  exposed  us  to  the  envy  and 
resentment  of  the  whole  country,  by  excluding  the  native 
servants  and  adherents  of  the  vizier  from  the  rewards  of  their 
services  and  attachment." 

My  lords,  you  have  here  Mr.  Hastings's  opinion  of  the 
whole  military  service.  You  have  here  the  authority  and 
documents  by  which  he  supports  his  opinion.  He  states, 
that  the  contagion  of  peculation  had  tainted  all  the  frontier 
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Stations,  which  contain  much  the  largest  part  of  the  com- 
pany's army.  He  states  that  this  contagion  had  tainted  the 
whole  army,  every  where ;  so  that  according  to  him,  there 
was,  throughout  the  Indian  army,  an  universal  taint  of  pecu- 
lation.— ^My  lords,  peculation  is  not  a  military  vice. — Insub- 
ordination, want  of  attention  to  duty,  want  of  order,  want  of 
obedience  and  regularity,  are  military  vices ;  but  who  ever 
before  heard  of  peculation  being  a  military  vice  ?  In  the 
case  before  you,  it  became  so  by  employing  military  men  as 
farmers  of  revenue,  as  masters  of  markets  and  of  gunges. 
This  departure  from  the  military  character  and  from  military 
duties,  introduced  that  peculation  which  tainted  the  army, 
and  desolated  the  dominions  of  the  nabob  vizier. 

I  declare,  when  I  first  read  the  passage  which  has  been  just 
read  to  your  lordships,  in  the  infancy  of  this  inquiry,  it 
struck  me  with  astonishment,  that  peculation  should  at  all 
exist  as  a  military  vice  ;  but  I  was  still  more  astonished  at 
finding  Warren  Hastings  charging  the  whole  British  army 
with  being  corrupted  by  this  base  and  depraved  spirit,  to  a 
degree  which  tainted  even  their  judicial  character.  This, 
my  lords,  is  a  most  serious  matter.  The  judicial  functions 
of  military  men  are  of  vast  importance  in  themselves ;  and, 
generally  speaking,  there  is  not  any  tribunal,  whose  members 
are  more  honorable  in  their  conduct,  and  more  just  in  their 
decisions  than  those  of  a  court  martial.  Perhaps  there  is  not 
a  tribunal  in  this  country  whose  reputation  is  really  more  un- 
tainted than  that  of  a  court  martial.  It  stands  as  fair  in  the 
opinion  both  of  the  army  and  of  the  public  as  any  tribunal, 
in  a  country  where  all  tribunals  stand  fair.  But  in  India, 
this  unnatural  vice  of  peculation,  which  has  no  more  to  do 
with  the  vices  of  a  military  character  than  with  its  virtues  ; 
' — this  venomous  spirit  has  pervaded  the  members  of  military 
tribunals  to  such  an  extent,  that  they  acquit,  honorably  acquit, 
most  honorably  acquit  a  man,  '<  upon  an  acknowledged  fact, 
which,  in  times  of  stricter  discipline,  would  have  been 
deemed  a  crime  deserving  the  severest  punishment" 
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Who  says  all  this,  my  lords  ?  Do  I  say  it  ? — ^No  :  it  is 
Warren  Hastings  who  says  it.  He  records  it.  He  gives  you 
his  vouchers  and  his  evidence,  and  he  draws  the  conclusion. 
He  is  the  criminal  accuser  of  the  British  army.  He,  who 
sits  in  that  box,  accuses  the  whole  British  army  in  India. 
He  has  declared  them  to  be  so  tainted  with  peculation  from 
head  to  foot,  as  to  have  been  induced  to  commit  the  most 
wicked  perjuries,  for  the  purpose  of  bearing  one  another  out 
in  their  abominable  peculations.  In  this  unnatural  state  of 
things,  and  whilst  there  is  not  one  military  man  on  these 
stations  of  whom  Mr.  Hastings  does  not  give  this  abomina* 
bly  flagitious  character ;  yet  every  one  of  them  have  joined 
to  give  him  the  benefit  of  their  testimony  for  his  honorable 
intentions  and  conduct. 

In  this  tremendous  scene,  which  he  himself  exposes,  are 
there  no  signs  of  this  captain-generalship  which  I  have  allu- 
ded to  ?  Are  there  no  signs  of  this  man's  being  a  captain- 
general  of  iniquity,  under  whom  all  the  spoilers  of  India 
were  paid,  disciplined,  and  supported  ?  I  not  only  charge 
him  with  being  guilty  of  a  thousand  crimes ;  but  I  assert, 
that  there  is  not  a  soldier  or  a  civil  servant  in  India,  whose 
culpable  acts  are  not  owing  to  this  man's  example,  conni- 
vance, and  protection.  Every  thing  which  goes  to  criminate 
them,  goes  directly  against  the  prisoner.  He  puts  them  in 
a  condition  to  plunder. — He  sufiered  no  native  authority  or 
government  to  restrain  them  ;  and  he  never  called  a  man  to 
an  account  for  these  flagitious  acts,  which  he  has  thought 
proper  to  bring  before  his  country  in  the  most  solemn  manner 
and  upon  the  most  solemn  occasion. 

I  verily  believe,  in  my  conscience,  his  accusation  is  not 
true,  in  the  excess,  in  the  generality  and  extravagance  in 
which  he  charges  it.  That  it  is  true,  in  a  great  measure, 
we  cannot  deny  ;  and  in  that  measure  we,  in  our  turn,  charge 
him  with  being  the  author  of  all  the  crimes  which  he  de- 
nounces ;  and  if  there  is  any  thing  in  the  charge  beyond  the 
truth,  it  is  he  who  is  to  answer  for  the  falsehood. 

VOL.  VIII.  16 
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I  will  now  refer  your  lordships  to  his  opinion  of  the  civil 
service,  as  it  is  declared  and  recorded  in  his  remarks  upon 
the  removal  of  the  company's  civil  servants  by  him  from  the 
service  of  the  vizier. — "  I  was,"  says  he,  "  actuated  solely 
by  motives  of  justice  to  him,  (the  nabob  of  Oude,)  and  a 
regard  to  the  honor  of  our  national  character."  Here,  you 
see,  he  declares  his  opinion,  that  in  Oude  the  civil  servants 
of  the  company  had  destroyed  the  national  character,  and 
that  therefore  they  ought  to  be  recalled. — "  By  removing 
these  people,"  he  adds,  "  I  diminish  my  patronage  !  "  But  I 
ask.  How  came  they  there  ? — Why,  through  this  patronage. 
— He  sent  them  there  to  suck  the  blood  which  the  military 
had  spared.  He  sent  these  civil  servants  to  do  ten  times 
more  mischief  than  the  military  ravagers  could  do,  because 
they  were  invested  with  greater  authority.  "  If,"  says  he, 
''  I  recall  them  from  thence,  I  lessen  my  patronage !  " — But 
who,  my  lords,  authorized  him  to  become  a  patron  ?  What 
laws  of  his  country  justified  him  in  forcing  upon  the  vizier 
the  civil  servants  of  the  company  ?— What  treaty  authorized 
him  to  do  it  ? — ^What  system  of  policy,  except  his  own 
wicked,  arbitrary  system,  authorized  him  to  act  thus  ? 

He  proceeds  to  say,  ''  I  expose  myself  to  obloquy  and  re- 
sentment, from  those  who  are  immediately  affected  by  the 
arrangement,  and  the  long  train  of  their  friends  and  power- 
ful patrons." — My  lords,  it  is  the  constant  burthen  of  his 
song,  that  he  cannot  do  his  duty ;  that  he  is  fettered  in 
every  thing  ;  that  he  fears  a  thousand  mischiefs  to  happen  to 
him ; — not  from  his  acting  with  carefulness,  economy,  fru- 
gality, and  in  obedience  to  the  laws  of  his  country,  but  from 
the  very  reverse  of  all  .this.  Says  he,  I  am  afraid  I  shall 
forfeit  the  favor  of  the  powerful  patrons  of  those  servants  in 
England  ;  namely,  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  England,  if 
I  do  justice  to  the  suffering  people  of  this  country. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  there  are  undoubtedly  powerful 
people,  who  may  be  supposed  to  be  influenced  by  patronage  ; 
but  the  higher  and  more  powerful  part  of  the  country  is 
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more  directly  represented  by  your  lordships  than  by  us, 
although  we  have  of  the  first  blood  of  England  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  We  do  indeed  represent,  by  the  knights  of 
the  shires,  the  landed  interest.  By  our  city  and  borough 
members,  we  represent  the  trading  interest ;  we  represent 
the  whole  people  of  England  collectively.  But  neither  blood 
nor  power  is  represented  so  fully  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
as  that  order  which  composes  the  great  body  of  the  people  ; 
the  protection  of  which  is  our  peculiar  duty,  and  to  which  it 
is  our  glory  to  adhere.  But  the  dignities  of  the  country, 
the  great  and  powerful,  are  represented  eminently  by  your 
lordships.  As  we  therefore  would  keep  the  lowest  of  the 
people  from  the  contagion  and  dishonor  of  peculation  and 
corruption,  and  above  all,  from  exercising  that  vice,  which, 
among  commoners,  is  unnatural  as  well  as  abominable,  the 
vice  of  tyranny  and  oppression ;  so  we  trust,  that  your  lord- 
ships will  clear  yourselves  and  the  higher  and  more  powerful 
ranks  from  giving  the  smallest  countenance  to  the  system, 
which  we  have  done  our  duty  in  denouncing  and  bringing 
before  you. 

My  lords,  you  have  heard  the  account  of  the  civil  service. 
Think  of  their  numbers,  think  of  their  influence,  and  the 
enormous  amount  of  their  salaries,  pensions,  and  emolu- 
ments !  They  were,  you  have  heard,  an  intolerable  burthen 
on  the  revenues  and  authority  of  the  vizier  j  and  they  ex- 
posed us  to  the  envy  and  resentment  of  the  whole  country, 
by  excluding  the  native  servants  and  adherents  of  the  prince 
from  the  just  reward  of  their  services  and  attachments. 
Here,  my  lords,  is  the  whole  civil  service  brought  before  you. 
They  usurp  the  country,  they  destroy  the  jevenues,  they 
overload  the  prince,  and  they  exclude  all  the  nobility  and 
eminent  persons  of  the  country  from  the  just  reward  of  their 
service. 

Did  Mr.  Francis,  whom  I  saw  here  a  little  while  ago,  send 
these  people  into  that  country  ?     Did  General  Clavering,  or 
Colonel  Monson,  whom  he  charges  with  this  system,  send 
16* 
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them  there  ?  No  ;  they  were  sent  by  himself ;  and  if  one 
was  sent  by  any  body  else  for  a  time,  he  was  soon  recalled ; 
80  that  he  is  himself  answerable  for  all  the  peculation  which 
he  attributes  to  the  civil  service.  You  see  the  character 
given  of  that  service  ;  you  there  see  their  accuser  ;  you  there 
see  their  defender,  who,  after  having  defamed  both  services, 
military  and  civil,  never  punished  the  guilty  in  either  ;  and 
now  receives  the  prodigal  praises  of  both. 

I  defy  the  ingenuity  of  man  to  show  that  Mr.  Hastings  is 
not  the  defamer  of  the  service.  I  defy  the  ingenuity  of  man 
to  show  that  the  honor  of  Great  Britain  has  not  been  tar- 
nished under  his  patronage.  He  engaged  to  remove  all 
these  blood-suckers  by  the  treaty  of  Chunar ;  but  he  never 
executed  that  treaty.  He  proposed  to  take  away  the  tempo- 
rary brigade  ;  but  he  again  established  it.  He  redressed  no 
grievance ;  he  formed  no  improvements  in  the  government ; 
he  never  attempted  to  provide  a  remedy  without  increasing 
the  evil  tenfold.  He  was  the  primary  and  sole  cause  of  all 
the  grievances,  civil  and  military,  to  which  the  unhappy 
natives  of  that  country  were  exposed ;  and  he  was  the  accu- 
ser of  all  the  immediate  authors  of  those  grievances,  without 
having  punished  any  one  of  them.  £(e  is  the  accuser  of  them 
all.  But  the  only  person  whom  he  attempted  to  punish  was 
that  man,  who  dared  to  assert  the  authority  of  the  court  of 
directors,  and  to  claim  an  office  assigned  to  him  by  them. 

I  will  now  read  to  your  lordships  the  protest  of  General 
Clavering  against  the  military  brigade  :  "  Taking  the  army 
from  the  nabob  is  an  infringement  of  the  rights  of  an  inde- 
pendent prince,  leaving  only  the  name  and  title  of  it  without 
the  power.  It  is  taking  his  subjects  from  him,  against  every 
law  of  nature  and  of  nations." 

I  will  next  read  to  your  lordships  a  minute  of  Mr.  Fran- 
cis's :  "  By  the  foregoing  letter  from  Mr.  Middleton,  it  ap- 
pears that  he  has  taken  the  government  of  the  nabob's  do- 
minions directly  upon  himself.  I  was  not  a  party  to  the 
resolutions  which  preceded  that  measure,  and  will  not  be 
answerable  for  the  consequences  of  it." 
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The  next  paper  I  will  read  is  one  introduced  by  the 
managers,  to  prove  that  a  representation  was  made  by  the 
nabob,  respecting  the  expenses  of  the  gentlemen  resident  at 
his  court,  and  written  after  the  removal  before-mentioned. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Vizier  to  Mr.  Macpherson ; 
received  the  21st  of  Aprils  1785. 

'^  With  respect  to  the  expenses  of  the  gentlemen  who  are 
here,  I  have  before  written  in  a  covered  manner  ;  I  now  write 
plainly,  that  I  have  no  ability  to  give  money  to  the  gentlemen, 
because  I  am  indebted  many  lacks  of  rupees  to  the  bankers, 
for  the  payment  of  the  company's  debt.  At  the  time  of  Mr. 
Hastings's  departure,  I  represented  to  him  that  I  had  no  re- 
sources for  the  expenses  of  the  gentlemen.  Mr.  Hastings, 
having  ascertained  my  distressed  situation,  told  me  that  after 
his  arrival  in  Calcutta  he  would  consult  with  the  council,  and 
remove  from  hence  the  expenses  of  the  gentlemen,  and  recall 
every  person,  except  the  gentlemen  in  office  here.  At  this 
time,  that  all  the  concerns  are  dependent  upon  you,  and  you 
have  in  every  point  given  ease  to  my  mind,  according  to  Mr. 
Hastings's  agreement,  I  hope  that  the  expenses  of  the  gentle- 
men may  be  removed  firom  me,  and  that  you  may  recall  every 
person  residing  here  beyond  the  gentlemen  in  office.  Al- 
though Major  Palmer  does  not  at  this  time  demand  any  thing 
for  the  gentlemen,  and  I  have  no  ability  to  give  them  any 
thing,  yet  the  custom  of  the  English  gentlemen  is,  when 
they  remain  here,  they  will  in  the  end  ask  for  something  ; 
this  is  best,  that  they  should  be  recalled." 

I  think  so  too,  and  your  lordships  will  tliink  so  with  me ; 
but  Mr.  Hastings,  who  says  that  he  himself  thought  thus  in 
September,  1781,  and  engaged  to  recall  these  gentlemen,  was 
so  afraid  of  their  powerful  friends  and  patrons  here,  that  he 
left  India,  and  left  all  that  load  of  obloquy  upon  his  succes- 
sors. He  left  a  Major  Palmer  there,  in  the  place  of  a  resi- 
dent ;  a  resident  of  his  own,  as  your  lordships  must  see  ;  for 
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Major  Palmer  was  no  resident  of  the  company's.  This  man 
received  a  salary  of  about  £23,000  a  year,  which  he  declared 
to  be  less  than  his  expenses  ;  by  which  we  may  easily  judge 
of  the  enormous  salaries  of  those  who  make  their  fortunes 
there.  He  was  left  by  Mr.  Hastings  as  his  representative  of 
peculation,  his  representative  of  tyranny.  He  was  the  second 
agent  appointed  to  control  all  power  ostensible  and  unosten- 
sible,  and  to  head  these  gentlemen  whose  "  custom,"  the  na- 
bob says,  *'  was  in  the  end  to  ask  for  money."  Money  they 
must  have  ;  and  there,  my  lords,  is  the  whole  secret. 

I  have  this  day  shown  your  lordships  the  entire  depen- 
dence of  Oude  on  the  British  empire.  I  have  shown  you 
how  Mr.  Hastings  usurped  all  power,  reduced  the  prince  to  a 
cypher,  and  made  of  his  minister  a  mere  creature  of  his  own  ; 
how  he  made  the  servants  of  the  company  dependent  on  his 
own  arbitrary  will,  and  considered  independence  a  proof  of 
corruption.  It  has  been  likewise  proved  to  your  lordships, 
that  he  suffered  the  army  to  become  an  instrument  of  robbery 
and  oppression  ;  and  one  of  its  officers  to  be  metamorphosed 
into  a  farmer  general ;  to  waste  the  country  and  embezzle  its 
revenues.  You  have  seen  a  clandestine  and  fraudulent  sys- 
tem, occasioning  violence  and  rapine  ;  and  you  have  seen  the 
prisoner  at  the  bar  acknowledging  and  denouncing  an  aban- 
doned spirit  of  rapacity,  without  bringing  its  ministers  to  jus- 
tice ;  and  pleading,  as  his  excuse,  the  fear  of  offending  your 
lordships  and  the  House  of  Commons.  We  have  shown  you 
the  government,  revenue,  commerce,  and  agriculture  of  Oude, 
ruined  and  destroyed  by  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  creatures. 
And  to  wind  up  all,  we  have  shown  you  an  army  so  cor- 
rupted, as  to  pervert  the  fundamental  principles  of  justice, 
which  are  the  elements  and  basis  of  military  discipline.  All 
this,  I  say,  we  have  shown  you ;  and  I  cannot  believe,  that 
your  lordships  will  consider  that  we  have  trifled  with  your 
time,  or  strained  our  comments  one  jot  beyond  the  strict 
measure  of  the  text. 

We  have  shown  you  a  horrible  scene,  arising  from  an  as- 
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tonishing  combination  of  horrible  circumstances.  The  order 
in  which  you  will  consider  these  circumstances  must  be  left 
to  your  lordships.  At  present  I  am  not  able  to  proceed  fur- 
ther. My  next  attempt  will  be  to  bring  before  you,  the  man- 
ner in  which  Mr.  Hastings  treated  movable  and  immovable 
property  in  Oude,  and  by  which  he  has  left  nothing  unde- 
stroyed  in  that  devoted  country. 

[Adjourned. 
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TRIAL. 

SATURDAY,  7th  JUNE,  1794. 


FIFTH   DAY  OF  REPLY. 

(Mr.  Burke.) 

My  Lords, — We  will  now  resume  the  consideration  of  the 
remaining  part  of  our  charge,  and  of  the  prisoner's  attempts 
to  defend  himself  against  it. 

Mr.  Hastings,  well  knowing,  (what  your  lordships  must 
also  by  this  time  be  perfectly  satisfied  was  the  case,)  that  this 
unfortunate  nabob  had  no  will  of  his  own,  draws  down  his 
poor  victim  to  Chunar,  by  an  order  to  attend  the  governor- 
general.  If  the  nabob  ever  wrote  to  Mr.  Hastings,  expressing 
a  request  or  desire  for  this  meeting,  his  letter  was  unquestion- 
ably dictated  to  him  by  the  prisoner.  We  have  laid  a  ground 
of  direct  proof  before  you,  that  the  nabob's  being  at  Chunar, 
that  his  proceedings  there,  and  that  all  his  acts  were  so  dic- 
tated, and  consequently  must  be  so  construed. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  lay  before  your  lordships  the  acts  of 
oppression,  committed  by  Mr.  Hastings  through  his  two  mis- 
erable instruments ;  the  one,  his  passive  instrument,  the  na- 
bob ,*  the  other,  Mr.  Middleton,  his  active  instrument,  in  his 
subsequent  plans  for  the  entire  destruction  of  that  country. 
In  page  613  of  the  printed  minutes,  you  have  Mr.  Middle- 
ton's  declaration  of  his  promptitude  to  represent  every  thing 
agreeably  to  Mr.  Hastings's  wishes. 
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"  My  dear  Sir, — I  have  this  day  answered  your  public  let- 
ter in  the  form  you  seemed  to  expect.  I  hope  there  is  noth- 
ing in  it,  that  may  to  you  appear  too  pointed.  If  you  wish 
the  matter  to  be  otherwise  understood  thau  I  have  taken  up 
and  stated  it,  I  need  not  say  I  shall  be  ready  to  conform  to 
whatever  you  may  prescribe,  and  to  take  upon  myself  any 
share  of  the  blame  of  the  hitherto  non-performance  of  the 
stipulations  made  on  behalf  of  the  nabob ;  though  I  do  as- 
sure you,  I  myself  represented  to  his  excellency  and  the  min- 
isters, conceiving  it  to  be  your  desire,  that  the  apparent  as- 
sumption of  the  reins  of  his  government,  (for  in  that  light 
he  undoubtedly  considered  it  at  the  first  view,)  as  specified 
in  the  agreement  executed  by  him,  was  not  meant  to  be  fully 
and  literally  enforced,  but  that  it  was  necessary  you  should 
have  something  to  show  on  your  side,  as  the  company  were 
deprived  of  a  benefit,  without  a  requital ;  and  upon  the  faith 
of  this  assurance  alone,  I  believe  1  may  safely  aMrm,  his 
excellency's  objections  to  signing  the  treaty  were  given  up. 
If  I  have  understood  the  matter  wrong,  or  misconceived  your 
design,  I  am  truly  sorry  for  it.  However,  it  is  not  too  late 
to  correct  the  error ;  and  I  am  ready  to  undertake,  and  Ood 
willing,  to  carry  through  whatever  you  may,  on  the  receipt 
of  my  public  letter,  tell  me  is  your  final  resolve. 

"If  you  determine,  at  all  events,  that  the  measures  of  re- 
ducing the  nabob's  army,  &c.  shall  be  immediately  under- 
taken, I  shall  take  it  as  a  particular  favor,  if  you  will  indulge 
me  with  a  line  at  Fyzabad,  that  1  may  make  the  necessary 
previous  anangements  with  respect  to  the  disposal  of  my 
family,  which  I  would  not  wish  to  retain  here,  in  the  event 
either  of  a  rupture  with  the  nabob,  or  the  necessity  of  em- 
ploying our  forces  on  the  reduction  of  his  aumils  and  troops. 
This  done,  I  can  begin  the  work  in  three  days  after  my  re^ 
turn  from  Fyzabad." 

Besides  this  letter,  which  I  think  is  sufficiently  clear  upon 
the  subject,  there  is  also  another,  much  more  clear,  upon 
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your  lordships'  minutes,  much  more  distinct  and  much  more 
pointed,  expressive  of  his  being  resolved  to  make  such  re- 
presentations of  every  matter,  as  the  governor-general  may 
wish.  Now,  a  man,  who  is  master  of  the  manner  in  which 
facts  are  represented,  and  whose  subsequent  conduct  is  to  be 
justified  by  such  representations,  is  not  simply  accountable 
for  his  conduct ;  he  is  accountable  for  culpably  attempting  to 
form,  on  false  premises,  the  judgment  of  others  upon  that 
conduct.  This  species  of  delinquency  must  therefore  be 
added  to  the  rest ;  and  I  wish  your  lordships  to  carry  gener- 
ally in  your  minds,  that  there  is  not  one  single  syllable  of 
representation  made  by  any  of  those  parties,  except  where 
truth  may  happen  to  break  out  in  spite  of  all  the  means  of 
concealment,  which  is  not  to  be  considered  as  the  representa- 
tion of  Mr.  Hastings  himself,  in  justification  of  his  own  con- 
duct. 

The  letter,  which  I  have  just  now  read,  was  written  pre- 
paratory to  the  transaction  which  I  am  now  going  to  state, 
called  the  Treaty  of  Chunar.  Having  brought  his  miserable 
victim  thither,  he  forced  him  to  sign  a  paper  called  a  treaty ; 
but  such  was  the  fraud  in  every  part  of  this  treaty,  that  Mr. 
Middleton  himself,  who  was  the  instrument  and  the  chief 
agent  in  it,  acknowledges  that  the  nabob  was  persuaded  to 
sign  it,  by  the  assurance  given  to  him  that  it  never  was  to  be 
executed.  Here  then  your  lordships  have  a  prince  first  com- 
pelled to  enter  into  a  negotiation,  and  then  induced  to  ac- 
cede to  a  treaty,  by  false  assurances  that  it  should  not  be 
executed,  which  he  declares  nothing  but  force  should  other- 
wise have  compelled  him  to  accede  to. 

The  first  circumstance  in  this  transaction,  that  I  shall  lay 
before  your  lordships,  is,  that  the  treaty  is  declared  to  have 
for  its  objects  two  modes  of  relieving  the  nabob  from  his  dis- 
tresses ;  from  distresses,  which  we  have  stated,  and  which 
Mr.  Hastings  has  not  only  fully  admitted,  but  has  himself 
proved  in  the  clearest  maimer  to  your  lordships.  The  first 
was  by  taking  away  that  wicked  rabble^  the  British  troops, 
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represented  by  Mr.  Hastings  as  totally  ruinous  to  the  nabob's 
affairs;  and,  particularly,  by  removing  that  part  of  them, 
which  was  called  the  new  brigade. 

Another  remedial  part  of  the  treaty  regarded  the  British 
pensioners.  It  is  in  proof  before  your  lordships,  that  Mr. 
Hastings  agreed  to  recall  from  Oude  that  body  of  pensioners, 
whose  conduct  there  is  described,  in  such  strong  terms,  as 
being  ruinous  to  the  vizier  and  to  all  his  affairs.  These 
pensioners  Mr.  Hastings  engaged  to  recall ;  but  he  never  did 
recall  them.  We  refer  your  lordships  to  the  evidence  before 
you,  in  proof  that  these  odious  pensioners,  so  distressing  to 
the  nabob,  so  ruinous  to  his  affairs,  and  so  disgraceful  to  our 
government,  were  not  only  not  recalled  by  Mr.  Hastings, 
but  that,  both  afterwards,  and  upon  the  very  day  of  signing 
the  treaty  (as  Mr.  Middleton  himself  tells  you);  upon  that 
very  day,  I  say,  he  recommended  to  the  nabob  that  these 
pensioners  might  remain  upon  that  very  establishment,  which, 
by  a  solemn  treaty  of  his  own  making  and  his  own  dictating, 
he  had  agreed  to  relieve  from  this  intolerable  burden. 

Mr.  Hastings,  your  lordships  will  remember,  had  departed 
from  Benares,  frustrated  in  his  designs  of  extorting  £500,000 
from  the  rajah,  for  the  company's  use.  He  had  ravaged  the 
country,  without  obtaining  any  benefit  for  his  masters ;  the 
British  soldiers  having  divided  the  only  spoil,  and  nothing 
remaining  for  the  share  of  his  employers  but  disgrace.  He 
was,  therefore,  afraid  to  return  without  having  something  of 
a  lucrative  pecuniary  nature  to  exhibit  to  the  company. 
Having  this  object  in  view,  Oude  appears  to  have  first  pre- 
sented itself  to  his  notice,  as  a  country  from  which  some  ad- 
vantage of  a  pecuniary  kind  might  be  derived,  and  accord- 
ingly he  turned  in  his  head  a  vast  variety  of  stratagems  for 
effecting  his  purpose. 

The  first  article,  that  occurs  in  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  is  a 
power  given  to  the  nabob  to  resume  all  the  jaghires  not  guar- 
antied by  the  company,  and  to  give  pensions  to  all  those 
persons  who  should  be  removed  from  their  jaghires. 


252  SPEECH  IN  THE  IMPEACHMENT  OF 

Now,  the  first  thing  which  would  naturally  occur  to  a  man 
who  was  going  to  raise  a  revenue  through  the  intervention  of 
the  prince  of  the  country,  would  be  to  recommend  to  that 
prince  a  better  economy  in  his  affairs,  and  a  rational  and 
equal  assessment  upon  his  subjects,  in  order  to  furnish  the 
amount  of  the  demand  which  he  was  about  to  make  upon 
him.  I  need  not  tell  your  lordships,  trained  and  formed  as 
your  minds  are  to  the  rules  and  orders  of  good  government, 
that  there  is  no  way  by  which  a  fnnce  can  justly  assess  his 
subjects,  but  by  assessing  them  all  in  proportion  to  their  re- 
spective abilities  ;  and  that,  if  a  prince  should  make  such  a 
body  as  the  House  of  Lords  in  this  kingdom  (which  comes 
near  the  case  I  am  going  to  state)  separately  the  subject  of 
assessment,  such  a  thing  would  be  contrary  to  all  the  prin- 
ciples of  regular  and  just  taxation  in  any  country  in  the  uni- 
verse. Some  men  may  posssibly,  by  locality  or  privileges, 
be  excepted  from  certain  taxes ;  but  no  taxation  ever  can  be 
just  that  is  thrown  upon  some  particular  class  only ;  and  if 
that  class  happen  to  be  small  and  the  demand  great,  the  in- 
justice done  is  directly  proportionable  to  the  greatness  of  the 
exaction  and  inversely  to  the  number  of  the  persons  who 
are  the  objects  of  it.  These  are  clear,  irrefragable,  and  eternal 
principles. 

But  if,  instead  of  exacting  a  part  by  a  proportionable  rate, 
the  prince  should  go  further  and  attempt  to  shake  the  whole 
mass  of  property  itself,  a  mass  perhaps  not  much  less  than 
that  which  is  possessed  by  the  whole  peers  of  Great  Britain, 
by  confiscating  the  whole  of  the  estates  at  once  as  a  govern- 
ment resource,  without  the  charge  or  pretence  of  any  crime ; 
I  say,  that  such  an  act  would  be  oppressive,  cruel,  and  wick- 
ed in  the  highest  degree.  Yet  this  is  what  Mr.  Hastings  pro- 
jected, and  actually  did  accomplish. 

My  lords,  at  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  as  it  is  called,  Mr.  Hast- 
ings (for  he  always  artfully  feels  his  way  as  he  proceeds)  first 
says,  that  the  nabob  shall  be  permitted  to  do  this  act  if  he 
pleases.      He  does  not  assume  the  government.     He  does 
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not  compel  the  nabob  to  do  any  thing.  He  does  not 
force  upon  him  this  abandoned  and  wicked  confiscation  of 
the  property  of  the  whole  nobility  of  a  great  country.  All 
that  he  says  is  this, — the  nabob  may  be  permitted  to  resume 
these  jaghires.  Why  permitted  ?  If  the  act  had  been  legal, 
proper,  and  justifiable,  he  did  not  want  our  permission ; 
he  was  a  sovereign  in  his  own  dominions.  But  Mr.  Hastings 
recollected  that  some  of  these  jaghires  (as  they  are  called, 
and  on  which  I  shall  say  a  very  few  words  to  your  lordships) 
were  guarantied  by  the  company.  The  jaghires  of  his  own 
house,  of  his  mother  and  grandmother,  were  guarantied  by 
us.  I  must  inform  your  lordships,  that  upon  some  of  our 
other  exactions  at  an  earlier  period,  the  nabob  had  endeavored 
to  levy  a  forced  loan  upon  the  jaghirdars.  This  forced 
loan  was  made  and  submitted  to  by  those  people,  upon .  a 
direct  assurance  of  their  rights  in  the  jaghires,  which  right 
was  guarantied  by  the  British  resident,  not  only  to  the 
begums,  and  to  the  whole  family  of  the  nabob,  but  also  to 
all  the  other  objects  of  the  tax. 

Before  I  proceed,  I  will  beg  leave  to  state  to  you  briefly 
the  nature  of  these  jaghires.  The  jaghirdars,  the  holders  of 
jaghires,  form  the  body  of  the  principal  Mahomedan  nobility. 
The  great  nobility  of  that  country  are  divided  into  two 
parts:  one  part  consists  of  the  zemindars,  who  are  the 
ancient  proprietors  of  land,  and  the  hereditary  nobility  of 
the  country  ;  these  are  mostly  Gentoos.  The  Mahomedans 
form  the  other  part,  whose  whole  interest  in  the  land  consists 
in  the  jaghires,  for  very  few  indeed  of  them  are  zemindars 
any  where  ;  in  some  of  the  provinces  none  of  them  are  so  ; 
the  whole  of  them  are  jaghirdars. 

We  have  heard,  my  lords,  much  discussion  about  jaghires. 
It  is  in  proof  before  your  lordships,  that  they  are  of  two 
sorts  : — that  a  jaghire  signifies  exactly  what  the  word/4?e  does 
in  the  English  language,  or  feodum  in  the  barbarous  Latin 
of  the  Feudists ;  that  it  is  a  word  which  signifies  a  salary 
or  a  maintenance,  as  did  originally  the  English  word  fee, 
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derived  from  the  word  feod  and  feodum.  These  jaghires, 
like  other  fees  and  like  other  feods,  were  given  in  land,  as  a 
maintenance ;  some  with  the  condition  of  service,  some 
without  any  condition ;  some  were  annexed  to  an  office, 
some  were  granted  as  the  support  of  a  dignity,  and  none 
were  granted  for  a  less  term  than  life,  except  those  that  were 
immediately  annexed  to  a  lease.  We  have  shown  your  lord- 
ships, (and  in  this  we  have  followed  the  example  of  Mr. 
Hastings,)  that  some  of  them  are  fees  granted  actually  in 
perpetuity  ;  and  in  fact  many  of  them  are  so  granted.  We 
are  farther  to  tell  your  lordships,  that  by  the  custom  of  the 
empire  they  are  almost  all  grown  as  the  feods  in  Europe  are 
grown  by  use  into  something  which  is  at  least  virtually  an  in- 
heritance.    This  is  the  state  of  the  jaghires  and  jaghirdars. 

Among  these  jaghires  we  find,  what  your  lordships  would 
expect  to  find,  an  ample  provision  for  all  the  nobility  of  that 
illustrious  family,  of  which  the  nabob  is  the  head  ;  a  prince 
whose  family,  both  by  father  and  mother,  notwithstanding 
the  slander  of  the  prisoner  against  his  benefactor,  was  un- 
doubtedly of  the  first  and  most  distinguished  nobility  of  the 
Mahomedan  empire.  Accordingly  his  uncles,  all  his  near 
relations,  his  mother,  grandmother,  all  possessed  jaghires,  some 
of  very  long  standing,  and  most  of  them  not  given  by  the 
nabob. 

I  take  some  pains  in  explaining  this  business,  because  I 
trust  your  lordships  will  have  a  strong  feeling  against  any 
confiscation  for  the  purpose  of  revenue.  Believe  me,  my 
lords,  if  there  is  any  thing  which  will  root  the  present  order 
of  things  out  of  Europe,  it  will  begin,  as  we  see  it  has 
already  begun  in  a  neighboring  country,  by  confiscating,  for 
the  purposes  of  the  state,  grants  made  to  classes  of  men,  let 
them  be  held  by  what  names,  or  be  supposed  susceptible  of 
what  abuses  soever.  I  will  venture  to  say  that  Jacobinism 
never  can  strike  a  more  deadly  blow  against  property,  rank^ 
and  dignity,  than  your  lordships,  if  you  were  to  acquit  this 
man,  would  strike  against  your  own  dignity,  and  the  very 
being  of  the  society  in  which  we  live. 


WARREN   HASTINGS,  ESQ.  256 

Your  lordships  will  find  in  your  printed  minutes  who  the 
jaghirdars  were,  and  what  was  the  amount  of  their  estates. 
The  jaghires  of  which  Mr.  Hastings  authorized  the  confis- 
cation, or  what  he  calls  a  resumption,  appear  from  Mr.  Pur- 
ling's  account,  when  first  the  forced  loan  was  levied  upon 
them,  under  his  residentship,  to  amount  to  £286,000  sterling 
per  annum  ;  which  £286,000,  if  rated  and  valued  according 
to  the  difierent  value  of  provisions  and  other  necessaries  of  life 
in  that  country  and  in  England,  will  amount,  as  near  as  may 
be,  to  about  £600,000  a  year.  I  am  within  compass.  Every 
body  conversant  with  India  will  say  it  is  equivalent  at  least 
to  £600,000  a  year  in  England  ]  and  what  a  blow  such  a 
confiscation  as  this  would  be,  on  the  fortunes  of  the  peers  of 
Great  Britain,  your  lordships  will  judge.  I  like  to  see  your 
estates  as  great  as  they  are  ; — I  wish  they  were  greater  than 
they  are  ;  but  whatever  they  are,  I  wish  above  all  that  they 
should  be  perpetual.  For  dignity  and  property  in  this  country 
estoperpetua  shall  be  my  prayer  this  day,  and  the  last  prayer  of 
my  life.  The  Commons  therefore  of  Great  Britain,  those  guar- 
dians of  property,  who  will  not  suffer  the  monarch  they  love, 
the  government  which  they  adore,  to  levy  one  shilling  upon 
the  subject,  in  any  other  way  than  the  law  and  statutes  of  this 
kingdom  prescribe,  will  not  suffer,  nor  can  they  bear  the  idea 
that  any  single  class  of  people  should  be  chosen  to  be  the 
objects  of  a  contrary  conduct,  nor  that  even  the  nabob  of  Oude 
should  be  permitted  to  act  upon  such  a  flagitious  principle. 
When  an  English  governor  has  substituted  a  power  of  his 
own,  instead  of  the  legal  government  of  the  country,  as  I 
have  proved  this  man  to  have  done,  if  he  found  the  prince 
going  to  do  an  act  which  would  shake  the  property  of  all  the 
nobility  of  the  country,  he  surely  ought  to  raise  his  hand 
and  say,/ ^  You  shall  not  make  my  name  your  sanction  for 
such  an  atrocious  and  abominable  act  as  this  confiscation 
would  be." 

Mr.  Hastings,  however,  whilst  he  gives,  with  an  urbanity 
for  which  he  is  so  much  praised,  his  consent  to  this  confisca* 
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tion,  adds,  there  must  be  -  pensions  secured  for  all  persons 
losing  their  estates,  who  had  the  security  of  our  guaranty. 
Your  lordships  know  that  Mr.  Hastings  by  his  guaranty  had 
secured  their  jaghires  to  the  nabob's  own  relations  and  family. 
One  would  have  imagined  that,  if  the  estates  of  those  who 
were  without  any  security  were  to  be  confiscated  at  his 
pleasure,  those  at  least  who  were  guarantied  by  the  company, 
such  as  the  begums  of  Oude,  and  several  of  the  principal 
nobility  of  the  nabob's  family  would  have  been  secure.  He 
indeed  says,  that  pensions  shall  be  given  them,  for  at  this 
time  he  had  not  got  the  length  of  violating,  without  shame 
or  remorse,  all  the  guaranties  of  the  company.  There  shall, 
says  he,  be  pensions  given.  If  pensions  were  to  be  given  to 
the  value  of  the  estate,  I  ask  what  has  this  violent  act  done  ? 
You  shake  the  security  of  property,  and,  instead  of  suffering 
a  man  to  gather  his  own  profits  with  his  own  hands,  you 
turn  him  into  a  pensioner  upon  the  public  treasury.  I  can 
conceive  that  such  a  measure  will  render  these  persons  miser* 
able  dependants  instead  of  independent  nobility  ;  but  I  can- 
not conceive  what  financial  object  can  be  answered  by  paying 
that  in  pension  which  you  are  to  receive  in  revenue.  This 
is  directly  contrary  to  financial  economy.  For  when  you 
stipulate  to  pay  out  of  the  treasury  of  government  a  certain 
pension,  and  take  upon  you  the  receipts  of  an  estate,  you 
adopt  a  measure  by  which  government  is  almost  sure  of  be- 
ing a  loser.  You  charge  it  with  a  certain,  fixed  sum,  and 
even  upon  a  supposition,  that,  under  the  management  of  the 
public,  the  estate  will  be  as  productive  as  it  was  under  the 
management  of  its  private  owner,  (a  thing  highly  improbable,) 
you  take  your  chance  of  a  reimbursement,  subject  to  all  the 
extra  expense  and  to  all  the  accidents  that  may  happen  to  a 
public  revenue.  This  confiscation  could  not  therefore  be 
justified  as  a  measure  of  economy  ;  it  must  have  been  de- 
signed merely  for  the  sake  of  shaking  and  destroying  the 
property  of  the  country. 

The  whole  transaction,  my  lords,  was  an  act  of  gross  vio- 
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lence  ushered  in  by  a  gross  fraud.  It  appears  that  no  pen- 
sions were  ever  intended  to  be  paid  ;  and  this  you  will  natu- 
rally guess  would  be  the  event  when  such  a  strange  metamor- 
phosis was  to  be  made,  as  that  of  turning  a  great  landed  inter- 
est into  a  pensionary  payment.  As  it  could  answer  no  other 
purpose,  so  it  could  be  intended  for  no  other  than  that  of  get- 
ting possession  of  these  jaghires  by  fraud.  This  man,  my 
lords,  cannot  commit  a  robbery  without  indulging  himself  at 
the  same  time  in  the  practice  of  his  favorite  arts  of  fraud  and 
falsehood. 

And  here  I  must  again  remind  your  lordships,  that  at  the 
time  of  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  the  jaghires  were  held  in  the 
following  manner  : — Of  the  £286,000  a  year,  which  was  to 
be  confiscated,  the  old  grants  of  Sujah  Dowlah  the  grand- 
father of  the  nabob,  amounted  to  near  two-thirds  of  the 
whole,  as  you  will  find  in  the  paper  to  which  we  refer  you. 
By  this  confiscation,  therefore,  the  nabob  was  authorized  to 
resume  grants  of  which  he  had  not  been  the  grantor. 

[Mr.  Burke  here  read  the  list  of  the  jaghires.] 

Now,  my  lords,  you  see  that  all  these  estates,  except 
jC26,782  a  year,  were  either  jaghires  for  the  nabob's  own 
immediate  family,  settled  by  his  father  upon  his  mother,  and 
by  his  father's  father  upon  his  grandmother,  and  upon  Salar 
Jung,  his  uncle,  or  were  the  property  of  the  most  considerable 
nobility,  to  the  gross  amount  of  £286,000.  Mr.  Hastings 
confesses  that  the  nabob  reluctantly  made  the  confiscation  to 
the  extent  proposed.  Why  ?  Because,  says  he,  the  orderlys, 
namely,  certain  persons  so  called,  subservient  to  his  debauch- 
eries, were  persons  whom  he  wished  to  spare.  Now,  I  am 
to  show  you,  that  this  man,  whatever  faults  he  may  have  in 
his  private  morals,  (with  which  we  have  nothing  at  all  to  do,) 
has  been  slandered  throughout  by  Mr.  Hastings.  Take  his 
own  account  of  the  matter.  The  nabob,  says  he,  would 
have  confiscated  all  the  rest,  except  his  orderlys,  whom  he 
would  have  spared,  but  I,  finding  where  his  partiality  lay, 
compelled  him  to  sacrifice  the  whole  ;  for  otherwise  he  would 
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have  sacrificed  the  good  to  save  the  bad.  Whereas,  says  Mr. 
Hastings,  in  effect  my  jninciple  was  to  sacrifice  the  good, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  punish  the  bad.  Now  compare  the 
account  he  gives  of  the  proceedings  of  Azoph  ul  Dowlah, 
with  his  own.  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  to  save  some  unworthy 
persons,  who  had  jaghires,  would,  if  left  to  his  own  discre- 
tion, have  confiscated  those  only  of  the  deserving;  while 
Mr.  Hastings,  to  effect  the  inclusion  of  the  worthless  in  the 
confiscation,  confiscates  the  jaghires  of  the  innocent  and  the 
virtuous  men  of  high  rank,  and  of  those  who  had  all  the 
ties  of  nature  to  plead  for  the  nabob's  forbearance,  and  re- 
duced them  to  a  state  of  dependency  and  degradation. 

Now,  supposing  these  two  villainous  plans,  neither  of 
which  your  lordships  can  bear  to  hear  the  sound  of,  to  stand 
equal  in  point  of  morality,  let  us  see  how  they  stand  in  point 
of  calculation.  The  unexceptionable  part  of  the  £285,000 
amounted  to  J£260,000  a  year;  whereas,  supposing  every 
part  of  the  new  grants  had  been  made  to  the  most  unworthy 
persons,  it  only  amounted  to  £26,000  a  year.  Therefore  by 
his  own  account,  given  to  you  and  to  the  company,  upon  this 
occasion,  he  has  confiscated  £260,000  a  year,  the  property  of 
innocent,  if  not  of  meritorious  individuals,  in  order  to  punish 
by  confiscation  those  who  had  £25,000  a  year  only.  This 
is  the  account  he  gives  you  himself  of  his  honor,  his  justice, 
and  his  policy  in  these  proceedings. 

But,  my  lords,  he  shall  not  escape  so.  It  is  in  your  min- 
utes, that  so  far  was  the  nabob  from  wishing  to  save  the  new 
exceptionable  grants,  that  at  the  time  of  the  forced  loan  I 
have  mentioned,  and  also  when  the  resumption  was  proposed, 
he  was  perfectly  willing  to  give  up  every  one  of  them,  and 
desired  only  that  his  mother,  his  uncles,  and  his  relations, 
with  other  individuals,  the  prime  of  the  Mahomedan  nobility 
of  that  country,  should  be  spared.  Is  it  not  enough  that  this 
poor  nabob,  this  wretched  prince,  is  made  a  slave  to  the  man 
now  standing  at  your  bar  ;  that  he  is  made  by  him  a  shame 
and  a  scandal  to  his  family,  his  race^  and  his  country ;  but  he 


WARREN  HASTINGS,  ESQ*  269 

most  be  craelly  aspersed,  and  have  faults  and  crimes  attribu- 
ted to  him  that  do  not  belong  to  him  ?  I  know  nothing  of 
his  private  character  and  conduct ;  Mr.  Hastings,  who  deals 
in  scandalous  anecdotes,  knows  them.  But  1  take  it  upon 
the  face  of  Mr.  Purling's  assertion,  and  I  say  that  the  nabob 
would  have  consented  to  an  arbitrary  taxation  of  the  jaghires, 
and  would  have  given  up  to  absolute  confiscation  every  man, 
except  those  honorable  persons  I  have  mentioned. 

The  prisoner  himself  has  called  Mr.  Wombwell  to  prove 
the  names  of  those  infamous  persons,  with  a  partiality  for 
whom  Mr.  Hastings  has  aspersed  the  nabob,  in  order  to  lay 
the  ground  for  the  destruction  of  his  family.  They  amount 
to  only  six  in  number ;  and  when  we  come  to  examine  these 
six,  we  find  that  their  jaghires  were  perfectly  contemptible. 
The  list  of  the  other  jaghirdars  your  lordships  see  fills  up 
pages  ]  and  the  amount  of  their  incomes  I  have  already  stated. 
Your  lordships  now  see  how  inconsiderable,  both  in  number 
and  amount,  were  the  culpable  jaghires,  in  the  destruction  of 
which  he  has  involved  the  greater  number  and  the  meritori- 
ous. You  see  that  tlie  nabob  never  did  propose  any  ex- 
emption of  the  former  at  any  time  ;  that  this  was  a  slander 
and  a  calunmy  on  that  unhappy  man,  in  order  to  defend  the 
violent  acts  of  the  prisoner ;  who  has  recourse  to  slander 
and  calumny  as  a  proper  way  to  defend  violence,  outrage, 
and  wrongs. 

We  have  now  gone  through  the  first  stage  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's confiscation  of  the  estates  of  these  unhappy  people. 
When  it  came  to  be  put  in  execution,  Mr.  Middleton  finds 
the  nabob  reluctant,  in  the  greatest  degree,  to  make  this  sar 
crifice  of  his  family,  and  of  all  his  nobility.  It  touched  him 
in  every  way  in  which  shame  and  sympathy  can  affect  a 
man.  He  falls  at  the  feet  of  Mr.  Middleton ;  he  says,  I 
signed  the  treaty  of  Chunar  upon  an  assurance  that  it  was 
never  meant  to  be  put  in  force.  Mr.  Middleton  nevertheless 
proceeds ;  he  sends  the  family  of  the  nabob  out  of  the  coun- 
try ;  but  he  entertains  fears  of  a  general  revolt  as  the  conse*- 
17* 
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quence  of  this  tyrannical  act,  and  refers  the  case  back  to  Mr. 
Hastings,  who  insists  upon  its  being  executed  in  its  utmost 
extent.  The  nabob  again  remonstrates  in  the  strongest  man- 
ner ;  he  begs,  he  prays,  he  dissembles,  he  delays.  One  day 
he  pretends  to  be  willing  to  submit,  the  next  he  hangs  back, 
just  as  the  violence  of  Mr.  Hastings  or  his  own  natural  feel- 
ings and  principles  of  justice  dragged  him  one  way  or 
dragged  him  another.  Mr.  Middleton,  trembling  and  under 
the  awe  of  that  dreadful  respansibilityf  under  which  your 
lordships  may  remember  Mr.  Hastings  had  expressly  laid  him 
upon  that  occasion,  ventures  at  once  to  usurp  the  nabob's 
government.  He  usurped  it  openly  and  avowedly.  He  de-: 
clared  that  he  himself  would  issue  his  perwannahs  as  gov- 
ernor of  the  country,  for  the  purpose  of  executing  this  abom- 
inable confiscation.  He  assumed,  I  say,  to  himself  the 
government  of  the  country,  and  Mr.  Hastings  had  armed  him 
with  a  strong  military  force  for  that  purpose  ;  he  declared  he 
would  order  those  troops  to  march  for  his  support ;  he  at  last 
got  this  reluctant,  struggling  nabob  to  consent  in  the  nuumer 
we  have  described. 

I  shall  now  read  to  your  IcNrdships  Mr.  Middleton's  letters, 
that  you  may  hear  these  men  with  their  own  mouths  de- 
scribing their  own  acts ;  and  that  your  lordships  may  then 
judge  whether  the  highest  tone  and  language  of  crimination 
comes  up  to  their  own  description  of  their  own  proceedings*. 

«  Lucknow,  the  6th  of  I>6C.,  1781. 

"  Finding  the  nabob  wavering  in  his  determination  about 
the  resumption  of  the  jaghires,  I  this  day,  in  presence  of, 
and  with  the  minister's  concurrence,  ordered  the  necessary 
perwannahs  to  be  written  to  the  several  aumils  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  it  was  my  firm  resolution  to  have  dispatched  them 
this  evening,  with  proper  people  to  see  them  punctually  and 
implicitly  carried  into  execution ;  but  before  they  were  all 
transcribed,  I  received  a  message  from  the  nabob,  who  had 
been  informed  by  the  minister  of  the  resolution  I  had  taken. 
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iDtreating  that  I  would  withhold  the  perwannahs  till  to-mor- 
row morning,  when  he  would  attend  me,  and  afford  me  satis- 
faction on  this  point  As  the  loss  of  a  few  hours  in  the 
dispatch  of  the  perwannahs  appeared  of  little  moment,  and 
as  it  is  possible,  the  nabob,  seeing  that  the  business  will  at 
all  events  be  done,  may  make  it  an  act  of  his  own,  I  have 
consented  to  indulge  him  in  his  request ;  but  be  the  result  of 
our  interview  whatever  it  piay,  nothing  shall  prevent  the 
orders  being  issued  to-morrow,  either  by  him  or  myself,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  ministers.  Your  pleasure  respecting 
the  begums  I  have  learnt  from  Sir  Elijah ;  and  the  measure 
heretofore  proposed  will  soon  follow  the  resumption  of  the 
jaghires ;  from  both,  or  indeed  from  the  former  alone,  I  have 
no  doubt  of  the  complete  liquidation  of  the  company's  bal- 


«  Lueknow,  the  7th  Dec.,  1781. 
^'Mt  dkab  8lB, 

"  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  yesterday,  informing  you 
of  the  steps  I  had  taken  in  regard  to  the  resumption  of  the 
jaghires.  This  morning  the  vizier  came  to  me,  according  to 
his  agreement,  but  seemingly  without  any  intention  or  desire 
to  yield  me  satisfaction  on  the  subject  under  discussion ; 
for  after  a  great  deal  of  conversation,  consisting  on  his  part 
of  trifling  evasion  and  puerile  excuses,  for  withholding  his 
assent  to  the  measure,  though  at  the  same  time  professing 
the  most  implicit  submission  to  your  wishes,  I  found  myself 
without  any  other  resource,  than  the  one  of  employing  that 
exclusive  authority  with  which  I  consider  your  instructions 
to  vest  me  ;  I  therefore  declared  to  the  nabob,  in  presence  of 
the  minister  and  Mr.  Johnson,  who  I  desired  might  bear 
witness  of  the  conversation,  that  I  construed  his  rejection  of 
the  measure  proposed,  as  a  breach  of  his  solemn  promise  to 
you,  and  an  unwillingness  to  yield  that  assistance  which 
was  evidently  in  his  power,  towards  liquidating  his  heavy 
accumulated  debt  to  the  company,  and  that  I  must  in  conse- 
quence determine,  in  my  own  justification,  to  issue  immedi- 
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ately  the  perwannahs,  which  had  only  been  withheld  in  the 
sanguine  hope,  that  he  would  be  prevailed  upon  to  make 
that  his  own  act,  which  nothing  but  the  most  urgent  neces- 
sity could  force  me  to  make  mine.  He  left  me  without  any 
reply,  but  afterwards  sent  for  his  minister,  and  authorized 
him  to  give  me  hopes  that  my  requisition  would  be  com- 
plied with,  on  which  I  expressed  my  satisfaction  ;  but  de- 
clared that  I  could  admit  of  no  further  delays,  and  unless 
I  received  his  excellency's  formal  acquiescence  before  the 
evening,  I  should  then  most  assuredly  issue  my  perwannahs, 
which  I  have  accordingly  done,  not  having  had  any  assur- 
ances from  his  excellency  that  could  justify  a  further  suspen- 
sion. I  shall,  as  soon  as  possible,  inform  you  of  the  effect  of 
the  perwannahs,  which,  in  many  parts,  I  am  apprehensive  it 
will  be  found  necessary  to  enforce  with  military  aid ;  I  am 
not,  however,  entirely  without  hopes  that  the  nabob,  when 
he  sees  the  inef&cacy  of  further  opposition,  may  alter  his  con- 
duct, and  prevent  the  confusion  and  disagreeable  consequen- 
ces which  would  be  too  likely  to  result  from  the  prosecution 
of  a  measure  of  such  •  importance  without  his  concurrence  ; 
his  excellency  talks  of  going  to  Fyzabad  for  the  purpose 
heretofore  mentioned,  in  three  or  four  days.  I  wish  he  may 
be  serious  in  this  intention,  and  you  may  rest  assured  I  shall 
^  spare  no  pains  to  keep  him  to  it." 

«  Lucknow,  28tli  December,  1781. 

"  If  your  new  demand  is  to  be  insisted  upon,  which  your 
letter  seems  to  portend,  I  must  beg  your  precise  orders  upon 
it,  as  from  the  difficulties  I  have  within  these  few  days  ex- 
perienced, in  carrying  the  points,  you  had  enjoined,  with  the 
nabob  ;  I  have  the  best  grounds  for  believing  that  he  would 
consider  it  a  direct  breach  of  the  late  agreement,  and  totally 
reject  the  proposal  as  such,  and  I  must  own  to  you,  that  in 
hia  present  fermented  state  of  mind,  I  could  expect  nothing 
less  than  despair,  and  a  declared  rupture. 

"  He  has  by  no  means  been  yet  able  to  furnish  me  with 
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means  of  paying  off  the  arrears  due  to  the  temporary  brigade, 
to  the  stipulated  term  of  its  continuance  in  his  service ;  the 
funds  necessary  for  paying  off  and  discharging  his  own  mil- 
itary establishment,  under  British  officers,  and  his  pension 
list,  have  been  raised,  on  the  private  credit  of  Mr.  Johnson 
and  myself,  from  the  shroffs  of  this  place,  to  whom  we  are  at 
this  moment  pledged  for  many  lacks  of  rupees ;  and  without 
such  aid,  which  I  freely  and  at  all  hazards  yielded,  because  I 
conceived  it  was  your  anxious  desire  to  relieve  the  nabob  as 
soon  as  possible  of  this  heavy  burden,  the  establishment 
must  have  been  at  his  charge  to  this  time,  and  probably  for 
months  to  come,  while  his  resources  were  strained  to  the  ut- 
most to  furnish  jaidads  for  its  maintenance  to  this  period.  I 
therefore  hesitate  not  to  declare  it  utterly  impossible  for  him, 
under  any  circumstances  whatever,  to  provide  funds  for  the 
payment  of  the  troops  you  now  propose  to  send  him. 

"  The  wresting  Furruckabad,  Kyrague,  and  Fyzula  Cawn's 
country  from  his  government,  (for  in  that  light,  my  dear  Sir, 
I  can  faithfully  assure  you,  he  views  the  measures  adopted  in 
respect  to  those  countries,)  together  with  the  resumption  of 
all  the  jaghires,  so  much  against  his  inclination,  have  already 
brought  the  nabob  to  a  persuasion  that  nothing  less  than  his 
destruction,  or  the  annihilation  of  every  shadow  of  his  power 
is  meant ;  and  all  my  labors  to  convince  him  to  the  contrary 
have  proved  abortive.  A  settled  melancholy  has  seized  him, 
and  his  health  is  reduced  beyond  conception  ;  and  I  do  most 
humbly  believe,  that  the  march  of  four  regiments  of  sepoys 
towards  Lucknow,  under  whatever  circumstances  it  might  be 
represented,  would  be  considered  by  him  as  a  force  ultimate- 
ly to  be  used  in  securing  his  person.  In  short,  my  dear  Sir, 
it  is  a  matter  of  such  immediate  moment,  and  involving,  ap* 
parently,  such  very  serious  and  important  consequences,  that 
I  have  not  only  taken  upon  me  to  suspend  the  communica- 
tion of  it  to  the  nabob,  until  I  should  be  honored  with  your 
further  commands,  but  have  also  ventured  to  write  the  en- 
closed letter  to  Colonel  Morgan  ;  Uberties  which  I  confident- 
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ly  trust  you  will  excuse,  when  you  consider  that  I  can  be.  ac- 
tuated by  no  other  motive  than  a  zeal  for  the  public  service  ; 
and  that  if,  after  all,  you  determine  that  the  measure  shall  be 
insisted  on,  it  will  be  only  the  loss  of  six,  or  at  most  eight 
days  in  proposing  it.  But  in  the  last  event,  I  earnestly  en- 
treat your  orders  may  be  explicit  and  positive,  that  I  may 
clearly  know  what  lengths  you  would  wish  me  to  proceed, 
in  carrying  them  into  execution.  I  again  declare  it  is  my 
firm  belief,  and  assure  yourself,  my  dear  Mr.  Hastings,  I 
am  not  influenced  in  this  declaration  by  any  considerations 
but  my  public  duty  and  my  personal  attachment  to  you,  that 
the  enforcing  the  measure  you  have  proposed  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  an  open  rupture  between  us  and  the  nabob ;  nay, 
that  the  first  necessary  step  towards  carrying  it  into  effect 
must  be,  on  our  part,  a  declaration  of  hostility." 

Your  lordships  have  now  before  your  eyes  proofs,  furnished 
by  Mr.  Hastings  himself,  from  his  correspondence  with  Mr. 
Middleton,  irrefragable  proofs  that  this  nabob,  who  is  stated  to 
have  made  the  proposition  himself,  was  dragged  to  the  signa- 
ture of  it ;  and  that  the  troops  which  are  supposed,  and  frau- 
dulently stated  (and  I  wish  your  lordships  particularly  to  ob- 
serve this)  to  have  been  sent  to  assist  him  in  this  measure, 
were  considered  by  him  as  a  body  of  troops  sent  to  impris- 
on him,  and  to  free  him  from  all  the  troubles  and  pains  of 
government. 

When  Mr.  Hastings  sent  the  troops  for  the  purpose,  as  he 
pretended,  of  assisting  the  nabob  in  the  execution  of  a  meas- 
ure which  was  really  adopted  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
wishes  of  that  prince,  what  other  conclusion  could  be  drawn 
but  that  they  were  sent  to  overawe,  not  to  assist,  him. 
The  march  of  alien  troops  into  a  country,  upon  that  occasion, 
could  have  no  object  but  hostility ;  they  could  have  been 
sent  with  no  other  design  but  that  of  bringing  disgrace  upon 
the  nabob,  by  making  him  the  instrument  of  his  family's 
ruin,  and  of  the  destruction  of  his  nobility.     Your  lordships, 
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therefore,  will  not  wonder  that  this  miserable  man  should 
have  sunk  into  despair,  and  that  he  should  have  felt  the 
weight  of  his  oppression  doubly  aggravated  by  its  coming 
from  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Hastings,  and  by  its  being  enforced 
by  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Middleton. 

And  here  I  must  press  one  observation  upon  your  lordships, 
— I  do  not  know  a  greater  insult  that  can  be  offered  to  a 
man  born  to  command,  than  to  find  himself  made  the  tool 
of  a  set  of  obscure  men,  come  from  an  unknown  country, 
without  any  thing  to  distinguish  them  but  an  usurped  power. 
Never  shall  I,  out  of  compliment  to  any  persons,  because 
they  happen  to  be  my  own  countrymen,  disguise  my  feelings 
or  renounce  the  dictates  of  nature  and  of  humanity.  If  we 
send  out  obscure  people,  unknowing  and  unknown,  to  exer- 
cise such  acts  as  these,  I  must  say  it  is  a  bitter  aggravation 
of  the  victim's  suffering.  Oppression  and  robbery  are  at  all 
times  evils,  but  they  are  more  bearable,  when  exercised  by 
persons  whom  we  have  been  habituated  to  regard  with  awe, 
and  to  whom  mankind  for  ages  have  been  accustomed  to  bow. 

Now,  does  the  history  of  tyranny  furnish— -does  the  his- 
tory of  popular  violence  deposing  kings  furnish  any  thing 
like  the  dreadful  deposition  of  this  prince,  and  the  cruel  and 
abominable  tyranny  that  has  been  exercised  over  him  ?  Con- 
sider, too,  my  lords,  for  what  object  all  this  was  done.  Was 
Mr.  Hastings  endeavoring,  by  his  arbitrary  interference  and 
the  use  of  his  superior  power,  to  screen  a  people  from  the 
usurpation  and  power  of  a  tjnrant ;  from  any  strong  and  vio- 
lent acts,  against  inroperty,  against  dignity,  against  nobility, 
against  the  freedom  of  his  people  ?  No :  you  see  here,  a 
monarch  deposed,  in  effect,  by  persons  pretending  to  be  his 
allies ;  and  assigning  what  are  pretended  to  be  his  wishes,  as 
the  motive  for  using  his  usurped  authority  in  the  execution 
of  these  acts  of  violence,  against  his  own  family  and  his 
subjects.  You  see  him  struggling  against  this  violent  prosti- 
tution of  his  authority.  He  refuses  the  sanction  of  his  name, 
which  before  he  had  given  up  to  Mr.  Hastings,  to  be  used 
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as  he  pleased,  and  onl7  begs  not  to  be  made  an  instrument 
of  wrong  which  his  soul  abhors,  and  which  would  make  him 
infamous  throughout  the  world.  Mr.  Middleton,  however, 
assumes  the  sovereignty  of  the  country.  I,  he  says,  am 
nabob  of  Oude :  the  jaghires  shall  be  confiscated ;  I  have 
given  my  orders,  and  they  shall  be  supported  by  a  military 
force. 

I  am  ashamed  to  have  so  far  distrusted  your  lordships'  hon* 
orable  and  generous  feelings,  as  to  have  offered  you,  upon 
this  occasion,  any  remarks  which  you  must  have  run  before 
me  in  making.  Those  feelings  which  you  have,  and  ought 
to  have ;  feelings  born  in  the  breasts  of  all  men,  and  much 
more  in  men  of  your  lordships'  elevated  rank,  render  my 
remarks  unnecessary.  I  need  not,  therefore,  ask  what  yoa 
feel,  when  a  foreign  resident,  at  a  prince's  court,  takes  upon 
himself  to  force  that  prince  to  act  the  part  of  a  tyrant,  and, 
upon  his  resistance,  openly  and  avowedly  assumes  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  country.  You  have  it  in  proof  that  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton did  this.  He  not  only  put  his  own  name  to  the  orders 
for  this  horrible  confiscation,  but  he  actually  proceeded  to 
dispossess  the  jaghirdars  of  their  lands  and  to  send  them  out 
of  the  country.  And  whom  does  he  send,  in  the  place  of 
this  plundered  body  of  nobility,  to  take  possession  of  the 
country  ?  Why  the  usurers  of  Benares.  Yes,  my  lords,  he 
immediately  mortgages  the  whole  country  to  the  usurers  of 
Benares,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money  upon  it ;  giving  it 
up  to  those  blood-suckers,  dispossessed  of  that  nobility  whose 
interest,  whose  duty,  whose  feelings,  and  whose  habits, 
made  them  the  natural  protectors  of  the  people. 

My  lords,  we  here  see  a  body  of  usurers  put  into  possession 
of  all  the  estates  of  the  nobility  ;  let  us  how  see  if  this  act 
was  necessary,  even  for  the  avowed  purposes  of  its  agents, — 
the  relief  of  the  nabob's  financial  difficulties,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  his  debts  to  the  company.  Mr.  Middleton  has  told 
your  lordships,  that  these  jaghires  would  pay  the  company's 
debt  completely  in  two  years.   Then,  would  it  not  have  been 


WARREN   HASTINGS,  ESQ.  ggT 

better,  to  have  left  these  estates  in  the  hands  of  their  owners, 
and  to  have  oppressed  them  in  some  moderate,  decent  way  ? 
Might  they  not  have  left  the  jaghirdars  to  raise  the  sums  re- 
quired by  some  settlement  with  the  bankers  of    Benares, 
in  which  the  repayment  of  the  money,  within  five  or  six 
years,  might  have  been  secured,  and  the  jaghirdars  have  had 
in  the  mean  time,  something  to  subsist  upon  ?     O  no  ;  these 
victims  must  have  nothing  to  live  upon.     They  must  be 
turned  out.     And  why  ?     Mr.  Hastings  commands  it. — Here 
I  must  come  in  aid  of  Mr.  Middleton,  a  little ;  for  one  cannot 
but  pity  the  miserable  instruments  that  have  to  act  under 
Mr.  Hastings.    I  do  not  mean  to  apologize  for  Mr.  Middleton, 
but  to  piity  the  situation  of  persons  who,  being  servants  of 
the  company,  were  converted,  by  the  usurpation  of  this  man, 
into  his  subjects  and  his  slaves.    The  mind  of  Mr.  Middleton 
revolts.    You  see  him  reluctant  to  proceed.    The  nabob  begs 
a  respite.     Tou  find  in  the  resident  a  willingness  to  comply. 
Even  Mr.  Middleton  is  placable.     Mr.  Hastings  alone  is  ob- 
durate.    His  resolution  to  rob  and  to  destroy  was  not  to  be 
moved,  and  the  estates  of  the  whole  Mahomedaa  nobility  of 
a  great  kingdom  were  confiscated  in  a  moment.     Tour  lord- 
ships will  observe,  that  his  orders  to  Mr.  Middleton  allow  no 
forbearance.     He  writes  thus  to  him  : 

"  Sir, — My  mind  has  been  for  some  days  suspended  be- 
tween two  opposite  impulses ;  one  arising  from  the  necessity 
of  my  return  to  Calcutta ;  the  other,  from  the  apprehension 
of  my  presence  being  more  necessary  and  more  urgently 
wanted  at  Lucknow.  Your  answer  to  this  shall  decide  my 
choice. 

!^  I  have  waited  thus  long,  in  the  hopes  of  hearing  that 
some  progress  had  been  made  in  the  execution  of  the  plan 
which  I  concluded  with  the  nabob  in  September  last.  I  do 
not  find  that  any  step  towards  it  has  been  yet  taken,  though 
three  months  are  elapsed,  and  little  more  than  that  period  did 
appear  to  me  requisite  to  have  accomplished  the  most  essen- 
tial parts  of  it,  and  to  have  brought  the  whole  into  train. 
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This  tardiness,  and  the  opposition  prepared  to  the  only  deci- 
ded act  yet  undertaken,  have  a  bad  appearance.  I  approve 
the  nabob's  resolutions  to  deprive  the  begums  of  their  ill 
employed  treasures.  In  both  services,  it  must  be  your  care 
to  prevent  an  abuse  of  the  powers  given  to  those  that  are 
employed  in  them.  You  yourself  ought  to  be  personally 
present.  You  must  not  allow  any  negotiation  or  forbearance, 
but  must  prosecute  both  services,  until  the  begums  are  at  the 
entire  mercy  of  the  nabob,  their  jaghires  in  the  quiet  posses- 
sion of  his  aumils,  and  their  wealth  in  such  charge  as  may 
secure  it  against  private  embezzlement.  You  will  have  a 
force  more  than  sufficient  to  effect  both  these  purposes. 

^'  The  reformation  of  his  army,  and  the  new  settlement  of 
his  revenues,  are  also  points  of  immediate  concern,  and  ought 
to  be  immediately  concluded.  Has  any  thing  been  done  in 
either  ? 

<<  I  now  demand  and  require  you  most  solemnly  to  answer 
me.  Are  you  confident  in  your  own  ability  to  accomplish 
all  these  purposes,  and  the  other,  points  of  my  instructions  ? 
If  you  reply  that  you  are,  I  will  depart  with  a  quiet  and 
assured  mind  to  the  presidency,  but  leave  you  a  dreadful 
responsibility  if  you  disappoint  me.  If  you  tell  me,  that  you 
cannot  rely  upon  your  power,  and  the  other  means  which 
you  possess  for  performing  these  services,  I  will  free  you 
from  the  charge.  I  will  proceed  myself  to  Lucknow,  and  I 
will  myself  undertake  them  ;  and  in  that  case,  I  desire  that 
you  will  immediately  order  bearers  to  be  stationed,  for  myself 
and  two  other  gentlemen,  between  Lucknow  and  Illahabad| 
and  I  will  set  out  from  hence  in  three  days  after  the  receipt 
of  your  letter. 

"  I  am  sorry  that  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  writing  in  this 
pressing  manner.  I  trust  implicitly  to  your  integrity.  I  am 
certain  of  your  attachment  to  myself,  and  I  know  that  your 
capacity  is  equal  to  any  service ;  but  I  must  express  my 
doubts  of  your  firmness  and  activity,  and  above  all  of  your 
recollection  of  my  instructions,  and  of  their  importance.    My 
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conduct  in  the  late  arrangements  will  be  arraigned  with  all 
the  rancor  of  disappointed  rapacity,  and  my  reputation  and 
influence  will  suffer  a  mortal  wound  from  the  failure  of  them ; 
they  have  already  failed  in  a  degree,  since  no  part  of  them 
has  yet  taken  place,  but  the  removal  of  our  forces  from  the 
Douab  and  Rohilcund,  and  of  the  British  officers  and  pen- 
sioners from  the  service  of  the  nabob,  and  the  expenses  of 
the  former  thrown  without  any  compensation  on  the  com- 
pany. 

"  I  expect  a  supply  of  money  equal  to  the  discharge  of  all 
the  nabob's  arrears,  and  am  much  disappointed  and  mortified 
that  I  am  not  now  able  to  return  with  it. 

"  Give  me  an  immediate  answer  to  the  question  which  I 
have  herein  proposed,  that  I  may  lose  no  more  time  in  fruit- 
less inaction." 

About  this  time  Mr.  Hastings  had  received  information  of 
our  inquiries  in  the  House  of  Commons  into  his  conduct ; 
and  this  is  the  manner  in  which  he  prepares  to  meet  them. 
I  must  get  money.  I  must  carry  with  me  that  great  excuse 
for  every  thing,  that  salve  for  every  sore,  that  expiation  for 
every  crime  ;  let  me  provide  that,  all  is  well.  You,  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton,  try  your  nerves ;  are  you  equal  to  these  services  ?  ex- 
amine yourself ,-  see  what  is  in  you ;  are  you  man  enough  to 
come  up  to  it  ?  says  the  great  robber  to  the  little  robber — says 
Roland  the  great  to  his  puny  accomplice — are  you  equal  to 
it  ?  Do  you  feel  yourself  a  man  7  If  not,  send  messengers 
and  dawica  to  me,  and  I,  the  great  master  tyrant,  will  come 
myself,  and  put  to  shame  all  the  paltry,  delegate  tools  of 
despotism,  that  have  not  edge  enough  to  cut  their  way 
through,  and  do  the  services  I  have  ordained  for  them. 

I  have  already  stated  to  your  lordships  his  reason  and  mo- 
tives for  this  violence,  and  they  are  such  as  aggravated  his 
crime  by  attempting  to  implicate  his  country  in  it.  He  says 
he  was  afraid  to  go  home  without  having  provided  for  the 
payment  of  the  nabob's  debt.     Afraid  of  what  ?     Was  he 
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afraid  of  coming  before  a  British  tribunal,  and  saying, — 
through  justice,  through  a  regard  for  the  rights  of  an  allied 
sovereign,  through  a  regard  to  the  rights  of  his  people,  I  have 
not  got  so  much  as  I  expected  ?  Of  this  no  man  could  be 
afraid.  The  prisoner's  fear  had  another  origin.  I  have  failed, 
says  he  to  himself,  in  my  first  project.  I  went  to  Benares  to 
rob ,-  I  have  lost  by  my  violence  the  fruits  of  that  robbery  ; 
I  must  get  the  money  somewhere,  or  I  dare  not  appear  be- 
fore a  British  House  of  Commons,  a  British  House  of  Lords, 
or  any  other  tribunal  in  the  kingdom ;  but  let  me  get  money 
enough,  and  they  won't  care  how  I  get  it.  The  estates  of 
whole  bodies  of  nobility  may  be  confiscated.  A  people,  who 
had  lived  under  their  protection,  may  be  given  up  into  the 
foreign  usurers;  they  will  care  for  none  of  these  things. 
They  will  suffer  me  to  do  all  this,  and  to  employ  in  it  the 
force  of  British  troops,  whom  I  have  described  as  a  set  of 
robbers,  provided  I  can  get  money.  These  were  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's views ;  and  in  accordance  with  them,  the  jaghires  were 
all  confiscated,  the  jaghirdars  with  their  families  were  all 
turned  out,  the  possessions  delivered  up  to  the  usurer,  in 
order  that  Mr.  Hastings  might  have  the  excuse  of  money  to 
plead  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  afterwards 
at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords.  If  your  lordships,  in 
your  sacred  character  of  the  first  tribunal  in  the  world, 
should,  by  your  judgment,  justify  those  proceedings,  you 
will  sanction  the  greatest  wrongs  that  have  been  ever  known 
in  history. 

But  to  proceed.  The  next  thing  to  be  asked  is.  Were  the 
promised  pensions  given  to  the  jaghirdars  ?  I  suppose  your 
lordships  are  not  idle  enough  to  put  that  question  to  us. — ^No 
compensation,  no  consideration  was  given  or  stipulated  for 
them.  If  there  had  been  any  such  thing,  the  prisoner  could 
have  proved  it.  He  would  have  proved  it.  The  means  were 
easy  to  him,  but  we  have  saved  him  the  trouble  of  the  at* 
tempt.  We  have  proved  the  contrary,  and,  if  called  upon, 
we  will  show  you  the  place  where  this  is  proved. 


WARREN  HASTINGS,  ESQ.  271 

I  have  now  shown  your  lordships  how  Mr.  Hastings,  having 
with  such  violent  and  atrocious  circumstances  usurped  the 
government  of  Oude,  (I  hope  I  need  not  use  any  farther 
proof  that  the  nabob  was  in  effect  non-existent  in  the  coun- 
try,) treated  all  the  landed  property ;  the  next  question  will 
be,  How  has  he  treated  whatever  moneyed  property  was  left 
in  the  country  7  My  lords,  he  looked  over  that  immense 
waste  of  his  own  creating,  not  as  Satan  viewed  the  kingdoms 
of  the  world  and  saw  the  power  and  glory  of  them  ;  but  he 
looked  over  the  waste  of  Oude,  with  a  diabolical  malice, 
which  one  could  hardly  suppose  existed  in  the  prototype  him- 
self. He  saw  no  where  above  ground  one  single  shilling, 
that  he  could  attach ;  no,  not  one ;  every  place  had  been 
ravaged ;  no  money  remained  ia  sight ;  but  possibly  some 
might  be  buried  in  vaults,  hid  from  the  gripe  of  tyranny  and 
rapacity.  It  must  be  so,  says  he,  where  can  I  find  it  ?  how 
can  I  get  at  it  ?  There  is  one  illustrious  family,  that  is 
thought  to  have  accumulated  a  vast  body  of  treasures,  through 
a  course  of  three  or  four  successive  reigns.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear openly ;  but  we  have  good  information  that  very  great 
sums  of  money  are  bricked  up  and  kept  in  vaults  under 
ground,  and  secured  under  the  guard  and  within  the  walls  of 
a  fortress ;  the  residence  of  the  females  of  the  family,  a 
guard,  as  your  lordships  know,  rendered  doubly  and  trebly 
secure  by  the  manners  of  the  country,  which  make  every 
thing  that  is  in  the  hands  of  women  sacred.  It  is  said,  that 
nothing  is  proof  against  gold ;  that  the  strongest  tower  will 
not  be  impregnable  if  Jupiter  makes  love  in  a  golden  shower. 
This  Jupiter  commences  making  love,  but  he  does  not  come 
to  the  ladies  with  gold  for  their  persons,  he  comes  to  their 
persons  for  their  gold.  This  impetuous  lover,  Mr.  Hastings, 
who  is  not  to  be  stayed  from  the  objects  of  his  passion, 
would  annihilate  space  and  time  between  him  and  his  beloved 
object,  the  jaghires  of  these  ladies. 

Your  lordships  have  already  had  a  peep  behind  the  curtain, 
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in  the  first  orders  sent  to  Mr.  Middleton.  In  the  treaty  of 
Chunar  you  see  a  desire,  obliquely  expressed,  to  get  the 
landed  estates  of  all  these  great  families.  But  even  while 
he  was  meeting  with  such  reluctance  in  the  nabob  upon  this 
point,  and  though  he  also  met  with  some  resistance  upon  the 
part  even  of  Mr.  Middleton,  Mr.  Hastings  appears  to  have 
given  him  in  charge  some  other  still  more  obnoxious  and 
dreadful  acts.  "  While  I  was  meditating,"  says  Mr.  Middle- 
ton,  in  one  of  his  letters,  upon  this,  [the  resumption  of  the 
jaghires]  ''  your  orders  came  to  me  through  Sir  Elijah  Impey." 
What  these  orders  were,  is  left  obscure  in  the  letter  :  it  is 
yet  but  as  in  a  mist  or  cloud.  But  it  is  evident  that  Sir 
Elijah  Impey  did  convey  to  him  some  project  for  getting  at 
more  wealth  by  some  other  service,  which  was  not  to  super- 
sede the  first,  but  to  be  concurrent  with  that  upon  which  Mr. 
Hastings  had  before  given  him  such  dreadful  charges,  and 
had  loaded  him  with  such  horrible  responsibility.  It  could 
not  have  been  any  thing  but  the  seizure  of  the  begum's 
treasures.  He  thus  goaded  on  two  reluctant  victims,  first  the 
reluctant  nabob,  then  the  reluctant  Mr.  Middleton,  forcing 
them  with  the  bayonet  behind  them,  and  urging  on  the 
former,  as  at  last  appears,  to  violate  the  sanctity  of  his  moth- 
er's house. 

Your  lordships  have  been  already  told  by  one  of  my  able 
fellow-managers,  that  Sir  Elijah  Impey  is  the  person  who 
carried  up  the  message  alluded  to  in  Mr.  Middleton's  letter  ; 
we  have  charged  it  as  an  aggravation  of  the  offences  of  the 
prisoner  at  your  bar,  that  the  chief  justice,  who,  by  the  sacred 
nature  of  his  office,  and  by  the  express  provisions  of  the  act 
of  parliament,  under  which  he  was  sent  out  to  India  to  redress 
the  wrongs  of  the  natives,  should  be  made  an  instrument 
for  destrojring  the  property,  real  and  personal,  of  this  people. 
When  it  first  came  to  our  knowledge  that  all  this  private 
intrigue,  for  the  destruction  of  these  high  women,  was  carried 
on  through  the  intrigue  of  a  chief  justice,  we  felt  such  shame 
and  such  horror,  both  for  the  instrument  and  the  principal,  as 
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I  think  it  impossible  ta  describe,  or  for  any  thing  but  com? 
plete  and  perfect  silence  to  express. 

But  by  Sir  Elijah  Impey  was  that  order  carried  up  to  seize 
and  confiscate  tlie  treasures  of  the  begums.  We  know,  that 
neither  the  company  nor  the  nabob  had  any  claim  whatever 
upon  these  treasures.  On  the  contrary,  we  know  that  two 
treaties  had  been  made  for  the  protection  of  them.  We  know 
that  the  nabob,  while  he  was  contesting  about  some  elephants 
and  carriages,  and  some  other  things  that  he  said  were  in 
the  hands  of  their  steward,  did  allow  that  the  treasures  in 
the  custody  of  his  grandmother  and  of  his  mother's  principal 
servants,  were  their  property.  This  is  the  nabob,  who  is  now 
represented  by  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  counsel,  to  have  become 
the  instrument  of  destroying  his  mother,  and  grandmother, 
and  every  thing  else,  that  ought  to  be  dear  to  mankind, 
throughout  the  whole  train  of  his  family. 

Mr.  Hastings,  having  resolved  to  seize  upon  the  treasures 
of  the  begums,  is  at  a  loss  for  some  pretence  of  justifying  the 
act.  His  first  justification  of  it  is  on  grounds  which  all 
tyrants  have  ready  at  their  hands.  He  begins  to  discover  a 
legal  title  to  that  of  which  he  wished  to  be  the  possessor; 
a:nd  on  this  title  sets  up  a  claim  to  these  treasures.  I  say 
Mr.  Hastings  set  up  this  claim,  because  by  this  time  I  sup* 
pose  your  lordships  will  not  bear  to  hear  the  nabob's  name  on 
such  an  occasion.  The  prisoner  pretended,  that  by  the  Mar 
homedan  law,  these  goods  did  belong  to  the  nabob ;  but 
whether  they  did  or  did  not,  he  had  himself  been  an  active 
instrument  in  the  treaty  for  securing  their  possession  to  the 
begums ;  a  security  which  he  attempts  to  unlock  by  his  con« 
structions  of  the  Mahomedan  law.  Having  set  up  this  title, 
the  guaranty  still  remained,  and  how  is  he  to  get  rid  of 
that?  In  his  usual  way.  You  have  rebelled;  yoil  have 
taken  up  arms  against  your  own  son,  (for  that  is  the  pretext,) 
and  therefore  my  guaranty  is  gone,  and  your  goods,  whether 
you  have  a  title  to  them  or  not,  are  to  be  confiscated  for 
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your  rebelKon ;  this  is  his  second  expedient  by  way  of  justi* 
fication. 

Your  lordships  will  observe  the  strange  situation  in  which 
we  are  here  placed.  If  the  fact  of  the  rebellion  can  be 
proved,  the  discussion  of  the  title  to  the  property  in  question 
will  be  totally  useless  ;  for  if  the  ladies  had  actually  taken 
up  arms  to  cut  the  nabob's  throat,  it  would  require  no  person 
to  come  from  the  dead  to  prove  to  us,  that  the  nabob,  but 
not  Mr.  Hastings,  had  a  right,  for  his  own  security  and  for 
his  own  indemnification,  to  take  those  treasures,  which, 
whether  they  belonged  to  him  or  not,  were  employed  in  hos- 
tilities against  him.  The  law  of  self-defence  is  above  every 
other  law ;  and  if  any  persons  draw  the  sword  against  you, 
violence  on  your  part  is  justified,  imd  you  may  use  your 
sword  to  take  from  them  that  property  by  which  they  have 
been  enabled  to  draw  their  sword  against  you. 

But  the  prisoner's  counsel  do  not  trust  to  this  justifica- 
tion ;  —  they  set  up  a  title  of  right  to  these  treasures ;  but 
how  entirely  they  have  failed  in  their  attempts  to  substantiate 
either  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  his  alleged  justifications, 
your  lordships  will  now  judge.  And  first  with  regard  to  the 
title ;  the  treasure,  they  say,  belonged  to  the  state.  The 
grandmother  and  mother  have  robbed  the  son,  and  kept  him 
out  of  his  rightful  inheritance.  They  then  produce  the 
Hedaia  to  show  you  what  proportion  of  the  goods  of  a  Mus- 
sulman when  he  dies  goes  to  his  family,  and  here  certainly 
there  is  a  question  of  law  to  be  tried ;  but  Mr.  Hastings  is  a 
great  eccentric  genius,  and  has  a  course  of  proceeding  of  his 
own ;  he  first  seizes  upon  the  property  and  then  produces 
some  Mahomedan  writers  to  prove  that  it  did  not  belong  to 
the  persons  who  were  in  possession  of  it.  You  would  natu- 
rally expect  that  when  he  was  going  to  seize  upon  those 
goods,  he  would  have  consulted  his  chief  justice,  for  as  Sir 
Elijah  Impey  went  with  him,  he  might  have  consulted  him ; 
and  have  thus  learnt  what  was  the  Mahomedan  law.  For 
though  Sir  Elijah  had  not  taken  his  degree  at  a  Mahomedan 
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college ;  though  he  was  not  a  mufti  or  a  molavie,  yet  he  had 
always  muftis  and  molavies  near  him,  and  he  might  have 
consulted  them.  But  Mr.  Hastings  does  not  even  pretend 
that  such  consultations  or  conferences  were  ever  had.  If  he 
ever  consulted  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  where  is  the  report  of  the 
case,  when  were  the  parties  before  him  ?  Where  are  the 
opinions  of  the  molavies  ?  Where  is  the  judgment  of  the 
chief  justice  ?  Was  he  fit  for  nothing,  but  to  be  employed 
as  a  messenger,  as  a  common  tipstaff  ?  Was  he  not  fit  to  try 
these  rights  or  to  decide  upon  them  ?  He  has  told  you  here 
indeed  negatively,  that  he  did  not  know  any  title  Mr.  Hast- 
ings had  to  seize  upon  the  property  of  the  begums,  except 
upon  bis  hypothesis  of  the  rebellion.  He  was  asked,  if  he 
knew  any  other.  He  answered  no.  It  consequently  appears, 
that  Mr.  Hastings,  though  he  had  before  him  his  doctors  of 
all  laws,  who  could  unravel  for  him  all  the  enigmas  of  all 
the  laws  in  the  world,  and  who  had  himself  shone  upon 
questions  of  Mahomedan  law,  in  the  case  of  the  Nudea 
Begum ;  did  not  dare  to  put  this  case  to  Sir  Elijah  Impey, 
and  ask  what  was  his  opinion  concerning  the  rights  of  these 
people ;  he  was  tender,  I  suppose,  of  the  reputation  of  the 
chief  justice.  For  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  though  a  very  good 
man  to  write  a  letter,  or  take  an  affidavit  in  a  comer,  or  run 
on  a  message,  to  do  the  business  of  an  under-sheriff,  tipstaff, 
or  bum-bailiff,  was  not  fit  to  give  an  opinion  on  a  question  of 
Mahomedan  law. 

Tou  have  heard  Ali  Ibrahim  Eh&n  referred  to;  this 
Mahomedan  lawyer,  was  carried  by  Mr.  Hastings  up  to  Be- 
nares,  to  be  a  witness  of  the  vast  good  he  had  done  in  that 
jHTovince,  and  was  made  chief  justice  there.  All  indeed,  that 
we  know  of  him,  except  the  high  character  given  of  him  by 
Mr.  Hastings,  is,  I  believe,  that  he  is  the  Ali  Ibraliim  Kh&n, 
whom  in  the  company^s  records  I  find  mentioned  as  a  person 
giving  bribes  upon  some  former  occasion  to  Mr.  Hastings ; 
but  whatever  he  was  besides,  he  was  a  doctor  of  the  Mahome- 
dan law,  he  was  a  mufti,  and  was  made  by  Mr.  Hastings  the 
18» 
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principal  judge  in  a  eriminal  coart,  exercising  ^as  I  beKere) 
likewise  a  considerable  civil  jurisdiction,  and  therefore  he 
vas  qualified  as  a  lawyer ;  and  Mr.  Hastings  cannot  object 
to  his  qualifications  either  of  integrity  or  of  knowledge. 
This  man  was  with  him.  Why  did  not  he  consult  him  upon 
this  law  ?  Why  did  he  not  make  him  out  a  case  of  John 
Doe  and  Richard  Roe,  of  John  Stokes  and  John  a  Nokes? 
Why  not  say  Sinub  possesses  such  things,  under  such  and 
such  circumstances,  give  me  your  opinion  upon  the  legality 
of  the  possession.     No ;  he  did  no  such  thing. 

Your  lordships,  I  am  sure,  will  think  it  a  little  extraordi- 
nary, that  neither  this  chief  justice  made  by  himself,  nor  that 
other  chief  justice  whom  he  led  about  with  him  in  a  string  ; 
the  one  an  English  chief  justice,  with  a  Mahomedan  suit, 
in  his  court ;  the  other  a  Mahomedan  chief  justice  of  the 
country ;  that  neither  of  them  was  consulted  as  lawyers  by 
the  prisoner.  Both  of  them  were  indeed  otherwise  employed 
by  him.  For  we  find  Ali  Ibrahim  Ehan  employed  in  the 
same  subservient  capacity  in  which  Sir  Elijah  Impey  was ; 
in  order,  I  suppose,  to  keep  the  law  of  England  and  the  law 
of  Mahomet  upon  a  just  par ;  for  upon  this  equality  Mr. 
Hastings  always  values  himself.  Neither  of  these  two  chief 
justices,  I  say,  was  ever  consulted,  nor  one  opinion  taken ; 
but  they  were  both  employed  in  the  correspondence  and 
private  execution  of  this  abominable  project,  when  the  pri»* 
oner  himself  had  not  either  leisure  or  perhaps  courage  to  give 
his  public  order  in  it  till  things  got  to  greater  ripeness. 

To  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  indeed,  he  did  put  a  question  ;  and, 
upon  my  word,  it  did  not  require  an  (Edipus  or  a  Sphinx  to 
answer  it.  Says  he,  I  asked  Sir  Elijah  Impey — What  ?  a 
question  on  the  title  between  the  nabob  and  his  mother? 
No  such  thing.  He  puts  an  hypothetical  question.  Supposing, 
says  he,  a  rebellion  to  exist  in  that  country  ;  will  the  nabob 
be  justified  in  seizing  the  goods  of  the  rebels  ?  That  is  a 
question  decided  in  a  moment ,-  and  I  niust  have  a  malice 
to  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  of  which  I  am  incapable,  to  deny  the 
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propriety  of  his  answer.  But  obserre,  I  pray  you,  my  lords, 
there  is  something  peculiarly  good  and  correct  in  it ;  he  does 
Doi  take  upon  him  to  say  one  word  of  the  actual  existence 
of  a  rebellion,  though  he  was  at  the  time  in  the  country^  and 
if  there  bad  been  any,  he  must  have  been  a  witness  to  it ; 
but  80  chaste  was  his  character  as  a  judge,  that  he  would  not 
touch  upon  the  juries'  office.  I  am  chief  justice  here,  says 
he,  though  a  little  wandering  out  of  my  orbit ;  yet  still  the 
sacred  office  of  justice  is  in  me.  Do  you  take  upon  you  the 
tict ;  I  ^&nd  the  law.  Were  it  not  for  this  sacred  attention 
Co  separate  jurisdictions,  he  might  have  been  a  tolerable 
judge  of  the  fact.  Just  as  good  a  judge  as  Mr.  Hastings ; 
for  neither  of  them  knew  it  any  other  way,  as  it  appears 
afterwards,  but  by  rumgr  and  reports  ; — ^reports,  I  believe,  of 
Mr.  Hastings's  own  raising ;  for  I  do  not  know  that  Sir 
Elijah  Impey  had  any  thing  to  do  with  them. 

But  to  proceed.  With  regard  to  the  title  of  these  ladies, 
according  to  the  Mahomedan  law  ; — ^you  have  nothing  laid 
before  you  by  the  prisoner's  counsel,  but  a  quotation  cut  out 
with  the  scissors  from  a  Mahomedan  law  book,  (which  I  sus- 
pect very  much  the  learned  gentlemen  have  never  read 
through,)  declaring  how  a  Mahomedan's  effects  are  to  be  dis- 
tributed But  Mr.  Hastings  could  not,  at  the  time,  have 
consulted  that  learned  counsel  who  now  defends  him  upon 
the  principles  of  the  Hedaia,  the  Hedaia  not  having  been 
then  published  in  English ;  and  I  will  venture  to  say,  that 
neither  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  nor  Ali  Ibrahim  Khan,  nor  any 
other  person,  high  or  low,  in  India,  ever  suggested  this  de- 
fence ;  and  that  it  was  never  thought  of,  till  lately  found 
by  the  learned  counsel  in  the  English  translation  of  the 
Hedaia,  God  bless  me!  now  says  Mr.  Hastings.  What 
ignorance  have  I  been  in  all  this  time  1  I  thought  I  was 
sedzing  this  unjustly,  and  that  the  pretence  of  rebellion  was 
necessary ;  but  my  counsel  have  found  out  a  book,  since 
published,  and  from  it  they  produce  the  law  upon  that  sub- 
jectf  and  show  that  the  nabob  had  a  right  to  seize  upon  the 
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treasures  of  his  mother.  But  are  your  lordships  so  ignorant 
— ^your  lordships  are  not  ignorant  of  any  thing, — are  any  men 
so  ignorant  as  not  to  know,  that  in  every  country  the  com- 
mon law  of  distribution  of  the  estate  of  an  intestate  amongst 
private  individuals  is  no  rule  with  regard  to  the  family 
arrangements  of  great  princes.  Is  any  one  ignorant,  that, 
from  the  days  of  the  first  origin  of  the  Persian  monarchy, 
the  laws  of  which  have  become  rules  ever  since  for  almost 
all  the  monarchs  of  the  East,  the  wives  of  great  men  have 
had,  independent  of  the  common  distribution  of  their  goods, 
great  sums  of  money  and  great  estates  in  land,  one  for  their 
girdle,  one  for  their  veil,  and  so  on,  going  through  the  rest  of 
their  ornaments  and  attire  ;  and  that  they  held  great  estates 
and  other  effects,  over  which  the  reigning  monarch  or  his 
successor  had  no  control  whatever.  Indeed,  my  lords,  a  more 
curious  and  extraordinary  species  of  trial  than  this  of  a  ques- 
tion of  right,  never  was  heard  of  since  the  world  began. 
Mr.  Hastings  begins  with  seizing  the  goods  of  the  begums  at 
Fyzabad,  nine  thousand  miles  from  you,  and  fourteen  years 
after  tries  the  title  in  an  English  court,  without  having  one 
person  to  appear  for  these  miserable  ladies.  I  trust  you  will 
not  suffer  this  mockery.  I  hope  this  last  and  ultimate  shame 
will  be  spared  us :  for,  I  declare  to  God,  that  the  defence, 
and  the  principles  of  it,  appear  to  me  ten  thousand  times 
worse  than  the  act  itself. 

Now,  my  lords,  this  criminal,  through  his  counsel,  chooses 
with  their  usual  flippancy  to  say,  that  the  Commons  have 
been  cautioiis  in  stating  this  part  of  the  charge,  knowing 
that  they  were  on  tender  ground,  and  therefore  did  not  ven- 
ture to  say  entitled,  but  possessed  of  only.  A  notable  dis- 
covery indeed !  We  are  as  far  from  being  taken  in  by  such 
miserable  distinctions  as  we  are  incapable  of  making  them. 
We  certainly  have  not  said  that  the  begums  were  entitled  to, 
but  only  that  they  were  possessed  of,  certain  property.  And 
we  have  so  said  because  we  were  not  competent  to  decide 
upon  their  title  ;  because  your  lordships  are  not  competent  to 
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decide  upon  their  title ;  because  no  part  of  this  tribunal  is  com- 
petent to  decide  upon  their  title.  You  have  not  the  parties  be- 
fore you ;  you  have  not  the  cause  before  you,  but  are  getting 
it  by  oblique^  improper,  and  indecent  means.  You  are  not  a 
court  of  justice,  to  try  that  question.  The  parties  are  at  a 
distance  from  you.  They  are  neither  present  themselves, 
nor  represented  by  any  counsel,  advocate,  or  attorney :  and  I 
hope  no  House  of  Lords  will  ever  judge  and  decide  upon  the 
title  of  any  human  being,  much  less  upon  the  title  of  the 
first  women  in  Asia,  sequestered,  shut  up  from  you,  at  nine 
thousand  miles  distance. 

I  believe,  my  lords,  that  the  emperor  of  Hindostan  little 
thought,  while  Delhi  stood,  that  an  English  subject  of  Mr. 
Hastings's  description  should  domineer  over  the  vizier  of  his 
empire,  and  give  the  law  to  the  first  persons  in  his  dominions. 
He  as  little  dreamed  of  it  as  any  of  your  lordships  now 
dream,  that  you  shall  have  your  property  seized  by  a  delegate 
from  Lucknow,  and  have  it  tried  by  what  tenure  a  peer  or 
peeress  of  Great  Britain  hold,  the  one  his  estate,  and  the  other 
her  jointure,  dower,  or  her  share  of  goods,  her  pamphemalia, 
in  any  court  of  adawlet  in  Hindostan.  If  any  such  thing 
should  happen,-— for  we  know  not  what  may  happen ;  we 
live  in  an  age  of  strange  revolutions,  and  I  doubt  whether 
any  niore  strange  than  this,^-the  Commons  of  Great  Britain 
would  shed  their  best  blood,  sooner  than  suffer  that  a  tribu- 
nal at  Lucknow  should  decide  upon  any  of  your  titles,  for  the 
purpose  of  justifying  a  robber,  that  has  taken  your  property. 
We  should  do  the  best  we  could,  if  such  a  strange  circum- 
stance occurred. 

The  House  of  Commons,  who  are  virtually  the  representa- 
tives of  Lucknow,  and  who  lately  took  £600,000  of  their 
money,  will  not  suffer  the  natives  first  to  be  robbed  of  their 
property,  and  then  the  titles,  which,  by  the  laws  of  their  own 
country,  they  have  to  the  goods  they  possess,  to  be  tried  by 
any  tribunal  in  Great  Brittain.  Why  was  it  not  tried  in  In- 
dia before  Mr.  Hastings  ?    One  would  suppose  that  an  Eng- 
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lish  governofy  if  called  to  decide  upon  such  a  claim  of  the  nar 
bob's,  would  doubtless  be  attended  by  judges,  muftis,  law- 
yers, and  all  the  apparatus  of  legal  justice. — ^No  such  thing  : 
this  man  marches  into  the  country,  not  with  molavies,  not 
with  muftis,  not  with  the  solemn  apparatus  of  oriental  jus- 
tice : — no ;  he  goes  with  colonels  and  captains,  and  majors : 
these  are  his  lawyers  ;  and  when  he  gets  there,  he  demands 
from  the  parties,  not  their  title. — ^No :  give  mo  your  money, 
is  his  cry.  It  is  a  shame,  (and  I  will  venture  to  say,  that 
these  gentlemen,  upon  recollection,  will  feel  ashamed,)  to  see 
the  bar  justify  what  the  sword  is  ashamed  of.  In  reading 
this  correspondence,  I  have  found  these  great  muftis  and 
lawyers,  these  great  chief  justices,  attornies-general,  and  so- 
licitorS'*general,  called  colonels  and  captains,  ashamed  of 
these  proceedings,  and  end^voring  to  mitigate  their  cruelty ; 
yet  we  see  British  lawyers  in  a  British  tribunal  supporting 
and  justifying  these  acts,  on  the  plea  of  defective  titles. 

The  learned  counsel  asks,  with  an  air  of  triumph,  whether 
these  ladies  possessed  these  treasures  by  jointure,  dower,  will, 
or  settlement.  What  was  the  title  ?  Was  it  a  deed  of  gift 
— ^was  it  a'  devise — was  it  donatio  amsa  mortis — was  it 
dower — was  it  jointure — What  was  it  ?  To  all  which  sense- 
less and  absurd  questions  we  answer.  You  asked  none  of 
these  questions  of  the  parties,  when  you  guarantied  to  them, 
by  a  solemn  treaty,  the  possession  of  their  gooda  Then 
was  the  time  to  have  asked  these  questions :  but  you  asked 
none  of  them.  You  supposed  their  right,  and  you  guaran- 
tied it,  though  you  might  then  have  asked — what  was  their 
right.  But  besides  the  force  and  virtue  of  the  guaranty, 
these  unhappy  princesses  had  ransomed  themselves  from  any 
claim  upon  their  property.  They  paid  a  sum  of  money, 
applied  to  your  use,  for  that  guaranty.  They  had  a  treble 
title — ^by  possession,  by  guaranty,  by  purchase. 

Again  ;  did  you  ask  these  questions  when  you  went  to  rob 
them  of  their  landed  estates,  their  money,  their  ornaments, 
and  even  their  wearing  apparel  ?     When  you  sent  those  great 
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lawyers,  major — major — and  the  other  majors,  and  colonels, 
and  captains,  did  you  call  on  them  to  exhibit  their  title 
deeds?  No— with  a  pistol  at  their  breast,  you  demanded 
their  money.  'Instead  of  forging  a  charge  of  rebellion  against 
these  unhappy  persons,  why  did  you  not  then  call  on  them 
for  their  vouchers  ?  No  rebellion  was  necessary  to  give  va- 
lidity to  a  civil  claim.  What  you  could  get  by  an  ordinary 
judgment,  did  not  want  confiscation  called  to  its  aid.  When 
you  had  their  eunuchs,  their  ministers,  their  treasurers,  their 
agents,  and  attornies  in  irons,  did  you  then  ask  any  of  these 
questions  7  No— Discover  the  money  you  have  in  trust,  or 
you  go  to  corporal  punishment — you  go  to  the  castle  of  Ghu- 
Bar — here  is  another  pair  of  irons — ^this  was  the  only  lan- 
guage used. 

Wheu  the  court  of  directors,  alarmed  at  the  proceedings 
against  these  ancient  ladies,  ordered  their  Indian  government 
to  make  an  inquiry  into  their  conduct,  the  prisoner  had  then 
an  opportunity,  and  a  duty  imposed  upon  him^  of  entering 
into  a  complete  justification  of  his  conduct ;  he  might  have 
justified  it  by  every  civil,  and  by  every  criminal  mode  of 
process.  Did  he  do  this?  No— Your  lordships  have  in 
evidence  the  nsianner,  equally  despotic,  rebelHouSf  insolent, 
fraudulent,  tricking,  and  evasive,  by  which  he  positively 
refused  all  inquiry  into  the  matter.  How  stands  it  now, 
more  than  twelve  years  after  the  seizure  id£  their  goods—- at 
ten  thousand  miles  distance?  You  ask  of  these  women, 
buried  in  the  depths  of  Asia,  secluded  from  human  com- 
merce, what  is  their  title  to  their  estate.  Have  you  the  par* 
ties  before  you  ?  have  you  summoned  them  ?  where  is  their 
attorney  ?  where  is  their  agent  i  where  is  their  counsel  ?  Is 
this  law  ?  Is  this  a  legal  process  ?  Is  this  a  tribunal — the 
highest  tribunal  of  all — that  which  is  to  furnish  the  example 
for,  and  to  be  a  control  on  all  the  rest  ?  But  what  is  waras, 
you  do  not  come  directly  to  the  trial  ^  this  right  to  property. 
You  are  desired  to  surround  and  circumvent  it ;  you  are  desired 
obliquely  to  steal  an  iniquitous  judgment,  wbich  you  dare  not 
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boldly  ravish.  At  this  judgment  you  can  only  arrive  by  a 
side  wind.  You  have  before  you  a  criminal  process  against 
an  offender  ;  one  of  the  charges  against  him  is,  that  he  has 
robbed  matrons  of  high  and  reverend  place.  His  defence  is, 
that  they  had  not  the  apt  deeds  to  entitle  them  in  law  to  this 
property.  In  this  cause,  with  only  the  delinquent  party  before 
you,  you  are  called  upon  to  try  their  title  on  his  allegations 
of  its  invalidity,  and  by  acquitting  him  to  divest  them  not 
only  of  their  goods,  but  of  their  honor  ,*  to  call  them  disseiz- 
ors, wrong-doers,  cheats,  defrauders  of  their  own  son.  No 
hearing  for  them,  no  pleading,  all  appeal  cut  off.  Was  ever 
a  man,  indicted  for  a  robbery,  that  is,  for  the  forcible  taking 
of  the  goods  possessed  by  another,  suffered  to  desire  the  pros- 
ecutor to  show  the  deeds,  or  other  instruments,  by  which  he 
acquired  those  goods  ?  The  idea  is  contemptible  and  ridicu- 
lous. Do  these  men  dream?  Do  they  conceive,  in  their 
confused  imaginations,  that  you  can  be  here  trying  such  a 
question,  and  venturing  to  decide  upon  it  ?  Your  lordships 
will  never  do  that,  which  if  you  did  do,  you  would  be  unfit 
to  subsist  as  a  tribunal  for  a  single  hour ;  and  if  we,  on  our 
part,  did  not  bring  before  you  this  attempt,  as  the  heaviest 
aggravation  of  the  prisoner's  crimes,  we  should  betray  our 
trust,  as  representatives  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain. 
Having  made  this  protest,  in  favor  of  law,  of  justice,  and 
good  policy,  permit  me  to  take  a  single  step  more. 

I  will  now  show  your  lordships  that  it  is  very  possiblBi 
nay  very  probable,  and  almost  certain,  that  a  great  part  of 
what  these  ladies  possessed  was  a  saving  of  their  own,  and 
independent  of  any  grant.  It  appears  in  the  papers  before 
you,  that  these  unfortunate  ladies  had  about  £70,000  a  year, 
landed  property.  Mr.  Bristow  states  in  evidence  before  your 
lordships,  that  their  annual  expenses  did  not  exceed  a  lack 
and  a  half,  and  that  their  income  was  about  seven  lacks ; 
that  they  had  possessed  this  for  twenty  years  before  the 
death  of  Sujah  Dowlab,  and  from  the  death  of  that  prince  to 
the  day  of  the  robbery.    Now,  if  your  lordships  will  calcu- 
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late  what  the  savings  from  an  income  of  £70,000  a  year  will 
amount  to,  when  the  party  spends  about  £15,000  a  year; 
you  will  see  that  by  a  regular  and  strict  economy  these  people 
may  have  saved  considerable  property  of  their  own,  inde- 
pendent of  their  titles  to  a^y  other  property ;  and  this  is  a 
rational  way  of  accounting  for  their  being  extremely  rich. 
It  may  be  supposed,  likewise,  that  they  had  all  those  advan- 
tages which  ladies  of  high  rank  usually  have  in  that  coun- 
try ;  gifts  at  marriage,  &c.  We  know  that  there  are  deeds 
of  gift  by  husbands  to  their  wives  during  their  lifetime,  and 
many  other  legal  means,  by  which  women  in  Asia  become 
possessed  of  very  great  property ;  but  Mr.  Hastings  has 
taught  them  the  danger  of  much  wealth,  and  the  danger  of 
economy.  He  has  shown  them,  that  they  are  saving, — not 
for  their  families,  for  those  who  may  possibly  stand  in  the 
utmost  need  of  it,  but  for  tyrants,  robbers,  and  oppressors. 

My  lords,  I  am  really  ashamed  to  have  said  so  much  upon 
the  subject  of  their  titles.  And  yet  there  is  one  observation 
more  to  be  made,  and  then  I  shall  have  done  with  this  part  of 
the  prisoner's  defence.  It  is,  that  the  nabob  himself  never 
has  made  a  claim  on  this  ground ;  even  Mr.  Hastings,  his 
despotic  master,  could  never  get  him  regularly  and  systemat- 
ically to  make  such  a  claim  ;  the  very  reverse  of  this  is  the 
truth ;  when  urged  on  to  the  commission  of  these  acts  of 
violence  by  Mr.  Middleton,  you  have  seen  with  what  horror, 
and  how  reluctantly  be  lends  his  name,  and  when  he  does  so, 
he  is  dragged  like  a  victim  to  the  stake.  At  the  beginning 
of  this  affair,  where  do  we  find  that  he  entered  this  claim, 
as  the  foundation  of  it.  Upon  one  occasion  only,  when 
dragged  to  join  in  this  wicked  act,  something  dropped  from 
his  lips  which  seemed  rather  to  have  been  forced  into  his 
mouth,  and  which  he  was  obliged  to  spit  out  again,  about 
the  possibility  that  he  might  have  had  some  right  to  the 
effects  of  the  begums. 

We  next  come  to  consider  the  manner  in  which  these  acts 
of  violence  were  executed.    They  forced  the  nabob  himself 
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to  accompany  their  troops,  and  their  resident,  Mr.  Middleton, 
to  attack  the  city  and  to  storm  the  fort  in  which  these  ladies 
lived,  and  consequently  to  outrage  their  persons,  to  insult 
their  character,  and  to  degrade  their  dignity,  as  well  as  to  rob 
them  of  all  they  had. 

That  your  lordships  may  learn  something  of  one  of  tliese 
ladies  called  the  Munny  Begum,  I  will  refer  you  to  Major 
Brown's  evidence ;  a  man  who  was  at  Delhi,  the  fountain 
head  of  all  the  nobility  of  India,  and  must  have  known  who 
this  lady  was,  that  has  been  treated  with  such  indignity  by 
the  prisoner  at  your  bar.     Major  Brown  was  asked.  What 
was  the  opinion  at  Delhi  respecting  the  rank,  quality,  and 
character  of  the  princesses  of  Oude  or  of  either  of  them? 
The  elder,  or  Munny  Begum,  was,  says  he,  a  woman  of  high 
rank,  she  was,  I  believe,  the  daugter  of  Saadit  Ali  Khan,  a 
person  of  high  rank  in  the  time  of  Mahomed  Shah. — ^Do 
you  know  whether  any  womau  in  all  Hindostan  was  consid- 
ered of  superior  rank  or  birth  ?   he  answers,  I  believe  not, 
except  those  of  the  royal  family.     She  was  ja  near  relation  to 
Mtrza  Shuffee  Khan,  who  was  a  noble  of  nobles,  the  first 
person  at  that  day  in  the  empire^    In  answer  to  another  ques- 
tion put  by  a  noble  lord,  in  the  same  examination,  respecting 
the  conversation  which  be  had  with  Mirza  Shuffee  Khan, 
and  of  which  he  bad  given  an  account,  he  says,  he  (Mirza 
Shuffee  Khan)  spoke  of  the  attempt  to  seize  the  treasures  of 
the  begums,  which  was  then  suspected,  in  terms  of  xesent* 
ment  and  as  a  disgrace  in  which  he  participated,  as  being 
related  by  blood  to  the  houee  of  Suffder  Jung,  who  was  the 
husband  of  the  old  begum.     He  says  afterwards,  in  the  same 
examination,  that  he,  the  begum's  husband,  was  the  second 
man,  and  that  her  father  was  the  first  man,  in  the  Mogul 
empire.    Now  the  Mogul  empire,  when  this  woman  came 
into  the  world,  was  an  empire  of  that  dignity,  that  kings 
were  its  subjects  ]  and  this  very  Mirza  Shuffee  Khan,  that 
we  speak  of,  her  near  relation,  was  then  a  prince  with  a  mill- 
ion a  year  revenue ;  and  a  man  of  the  first  rank,  after  the 
Great  Mogul,  in  the  whole  empire. 
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Hy  lords,  these  were  people  that  ought  to  hare  been  treat- 
ed with  a  little  deconim.  When  we  consider  the  high  rank 
of  their  husbands,  their  fathers,  and  their  children ;  a  rank 
so  high,  that  we  have  nothing  in  Great  Britain  to  compare 
with  theirs ;  we  cannot  be  surprised  that  they  were  left  in 
possession  of  great  revenues,  great  landed  estates,  and  great 
moneyed  property.  All  the  female  parts  of  these  families, 
whose  alliance  was,  doubtless,  much  courted,  could  not  be 
proffered  in  marriage,  and  endowed  in  a  manner  agreeably  to 
the  dignity  of  such  persons,  but  with  great  sums  of  money ; 
and  your  lordships  must  also  consider  the  multitude  of  cbiU 
dren  of  which  these  families  frequently  consisted.  The  con* 
sequences  of  this  robbery  were  such  as  might  naturally  be 
expected.  It  is  said,  that  not  one  of  the  females  of  this 
family  has  since  been  given  in  marriage. 

But  all  this  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  rebellion.  If  they 
hald,  indeed,  rebelled  to  cut  their  own  son's  throat,  there  it 
an  end  of  the  business.  But  what  evidence  have  you  of  this 
fact ;  and  if  none  can  be  produced,  does  not  the  prisoner's 
defence  aggravate  infinitely  his  crime  and  that  of  his  agents  ? 
Did  they  ever  once  state  to  these  unfortunate  women,  that 
any  such  rebellion  existed  ?  Did  they  ever  charge  them  with 
it  ?  Did  they  ever  set  the  charge  down  in  writing,  or  make 
it  verbally,  that  they  had  conspired  to  destroy  their  son,  a  son 
whom  Mr.  Hastings  had  brought  there  to  rob  them  ?  No, 
this  was  what  neither  Mr.  Hastings  nor  his  agent-  ever  did  ; 
for  as  they  never  made  a  civil  demand  upon  them,  so  they 
never  made  a  criminal  charge  against  them,  or  against  any 
person  belonging  to  them. 

I  save  your  lordships  the  trouble  of  listening  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  seized  upon  these  people,  and  dispersed 
their  guard.  Mr.  Middleton  states,  that  they  found  great  dif- 
ficulties in  getting  at  their  treasures ;  that  they  stormed  their 
forts  successively,  but  found  great  reluctance  in  the  sepoys  to 
make  their  way  into  the  inner  inclosures  of  the  women's 
apartments.     Being  at  a  loss  what  to  do,  their  only  resource, 
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he  says,  was  to  threaten  that  they  would  seize  their  eunuchs* 
These  are  generally  persons  who  have  been  bought  slaves, 
and  who,  not  having  any  connexions  in  the  country  where 
they  are  settled,  are  supposed  to  guard  both  the  honoj  of  the 
women,  and  their  treasures,  with  more  fidelity  than  other 
persons  would  do.  We  know,  that  in  Constantinople,  and 
in  many  other  places,  these  persons  enjoy  offices  of  the 
highest  trust ,  and  are  of  great  rank  and  dignity ;  and  thia 
dignity  and  rank  they  possess  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
them  to  fulfil  their  great  trusts  more  effectually.  The  two 
principal  eunuchs  of  the  begums  were  Jowar  and  Behar  All 
Khan,  persons  of  as  high  rank  and  estimation  as  any  people 
in  the  country.  These  persons,  however,  were  seized,  not, 
says  Mr.  Hastings,  for  the  purpose  of  extorting  money,  as 
assumed  in  the  charge,  but  as  agents  and  principal  instru- 
ments of  exciting  the  in^rrection  before  alluded  to,  &c.  Mr. 
Hastings  declares,  that  they  were  not  seized  for  the  purpose 
of  extorting  money ;  but  that  they  were  seized  in  order  to 
be  punished  for  their  crimes,  and,  eo  nomine^  for  this  crime 
cf  rebellion.  Now  this  crime  could  not  have  been  committed 
immediately  by  women  themselves  ;  for  no  woman  can  come 
forward,  and  head  her  own  troops.  We  have  not  heard  that 
any  woman  has  done  so  since  the  time  of  Zenobia,  in  another 
part  of  the  East ;  and  we  know  that  in  Persia,  no  person  can 
behold  the  face  of  a  woman  of  rank,  or  speak  to  females 
of  condition,  but  through  a  curtain ;  therefore  they  could 
not  go  out  themselves,  and  be  active  in  a  rebellion.  But,  I 
own,  it  would  be  some  sort  of  presumption  against  them  if 
Jewar  Ali  Khan  and  Behar  Ali  Khan  had  headed  troops,  and 
been  concerned  in  acts  of  rebellion ;  and  the  prisoner's  coun- 
sel have  taken  abundance  of  pains  to  show,  that  such  persons 
do  sometimes  head  armies  and  command  legions  in  the  East. 
This  we  acknowledge  that  they  sometimes  do.  If  these 
eunuchs  had  behaved  in  this  way,  if  they  had  headed  armies, 
and  commanded  legions,  for  the  purposes  of  rebellion,  it 
would  have  been  a  fair  presumption  that  their  mistresses  were 
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concerned  in  it.  But  instead  of  any  proof  of  such  facts,  Mr. 
Hastings  simply  says,  we  do  not  arrest  them  for  the  purpose 
of  extorting  money,  but  as  a  punishment  for  their  crimes. 
By  Mr.  Middieton's  account  you  will  see  the  utter  falsity  of 
this  assertion.  God  knows  what  he  has  said  that  is  true.  It 
would  indeed  be  singular  not  to  detect  him  in  a  falsity,  but 
in  a  truth.  I  will  now  show  your  lordships  the  utter  falsity 
of  this  wicked  allegation. 

There  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Middleton  to  Sir  Elijah  Impey, 
dated  Fyzabad,  Uie  25th  of  January,  1782,  to  which  I  will 
call  your  lordships'  attention. 

'^  Dear  Sir  Elijah,  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you, 
that  we  have  at  length  so  far  obtained  the  great  object  of 
our  expedition  to  this  place,  as  to  commence  on  the  receipt 
of  money,  of  which,  in  the  course  of  this  day,  we  have  got 
about  six  lacks.  I  know  not  yet  what  amount  we  shall 
actually  realize,  but  I  think  I  may  safely  venture  to  pro* 
nounce,  it  will  be  equal  to  the  liquidation  of  the  company's 
balance.  It  has  been  at  once  the  most  important  and  the 
most  difficult  point  of  duty  which  has  ever  occurred  in  my 
office ;  and  the  anxiety,  the  hopes,  and  fears,  which  have 
alternately  agitated  my  mind,  cannot  be  described  or  con- 
ceived, but  by  those  who  have  been  witness  to  what  has 
passed  in  the  course  of  this  long  contest.  The  [nabob's] 
ministers  have  supported  me  nobly,  and  deserve  much  com- 
mendation. Without  the  shrewd  discernment  and  knowledge 
of  the  finesse  and  tricks  of  the  country  which  Hyder  Beg 
Eh&n  possesses,  I  believe  we  should  have  succeeded  but 
indifferently ;  for  I  soon  found  that  no  real  advantage  was 
to  be  obtained  by  proceeding  at  once  to  violent  extreipities 
with  the  begum,  and  that  she  was  only  to  be  attacked 
through  the  medium  of  her  confidential  servant,  who  it 
required  considerable  address  to  get  hold  of.  However,  we 
at  last  effected  it ;  and  by  using  some  few  severities  with 
them,  we  at  length  came  at  the  secret  hoards  of  this  old  lady. 
I  will  write  you  more  particulars  hereafter. 
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"  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you,  my  little  boy  Btill  continues 
in  a  very  precarious  way,  though  somewhat  better  than  when 
I  had  last  the  honor  to  address  you.  My  respects  to  Ijady 
Impey.  And  believe  me,  with  great  regard,  my  dear  Sir 
Elijah,  your  faithful,  obliged,  and  most  affectionate  humble 
servant, 

"NATHAmCL  MiDDLETOK." 

My  lords,  we  produce  this  letter  to  your  lordships,  because 

it  is  a  letter  which  begins  with  "  Dear  Sir  Elijah,^^  and 

alludes  to  some  family  matters,  and  is  therefore  more  likely 

to  discover  the  real  truth,  the  true  genus  of  a  proceeding, 

than  all  the  formal  and  official  stuff  that  ever  was  prodaced. 

You  see  the  tenderness  and  affection  in  which  they  proceed. 

You  see  it  is  his  dear  Sir  Elijah.    You  see  that  he  does  not 

tell  the  dear  Sir  Elijah,  the  chief  justice  of  India,  the  pillar 

of  the  law,  the  great  conservator  of  personal  liberty  and 

private  property, — ^he  does  not  tell  him  that  he  has  been 

able  to  convict  these  eunuchs  of  any  crime  ;  he  does  not  tell 

him  he  has  the  pleasure  of  informing  him  what  matter  he  has 

got,  upon  which  a  decision  at  law  may  be  grounded  ;  he  does 

not  tell  him  that  he  has  got  the  least  proof  of  the  want  of  title 

in  those  ladies  :  not  a  word  of  the  kind.     You  cannot  help 

observing  the  soft  language  used  in  this  tender  billet-doux 

between  Mr.  Middleton  and  Sir  Elijah  Impey.     You  would 

imagine  that  they  were  making  love,  and  that  you  heard  the 

voice  of  the  turtle  in  the  land.    You  hear  the  soft  cooing,  the 

gentle  addresses.     Oh,  my  hopes  to-day,  my  fears  to-morrow, 

all  the  language  of  friendship  almost  heightened  into  love ; 

and  it  comes  at  last  to  '^/  have  got  at  the  secret  hoards 

of  these  ladies.^^    Let  us  rejoioe,  my  dear  Sir  Elijath  ;  this 

is  a  day  of  rejoicing  ;  a  day  of  triumph  ;  and  this  triumph 

we  have  obtained  by  seizing  upon  the  old  lady's  eunuchs,  in 

doing  which,  however,  we  found  a  great  deal  of  difficulty. 

You  would  imagine  from  this  last  expression,  that  it  was  not 

two  eunuchs,  with  a  few  miserable  women  clinging  about 
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them,  that  they  had  to  seize,  but  that  they  had  to  break 
through  all  the  guards  which  we  see  lovers  sometimes  breaking 
through,  when  they  want  to  get  at  their  ladies.  Hardly  ever 
did  the  beauty  of  a  young  lady  excite  such  rapture ;  I  defy 
all  the  charms  this  country  can  furnish,  to  produce  a  more 
wonderful  effect  than  was  jNroduced  by  the  hoards  of  these 
two  old  women,  in  the  bosoms  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey  and  Mr. 
Middleton.  '/  We  have  got,"  he  exultingly  says,  '^  we  have 
got  to  the  secret  hoards  of  this  old  lady ; "  and  I  verily 
believe,  there  never  was  a  passion  less  dissembled;  there 
nature  spoke;  there  was  truth  triumphant,  honest  truth. 
Others  may  feign  a  passion  ;  but  nobody  can  doubt  the  rap- 
tures of  Mr*  Hastings,  Sir  El^h  Impey,  and  Mr.  Middle- 
ton. 

My  lords,  one  would  have  expected  to  have  foimd  here 
something  of  their  crimes ;  something  of  their  rebellion ;  for 
he  talks  of  a  few  "  necessary  severities."  But  no ;  you  find 
the  real  criminal,  the  real  object  was  the  secret  boards  of  the 
old  ladies.  It  is  true  a  few  severities  were  necessary  to  ob- 
tain that  object ;  however,  they  did  obtain  it.  How  then  did 
they  proceed  ? — ^First,  they  themselves  took  and  received, 
in  weight  and  tale,  all  the  money  that  was  in  the  place ;  I 
say  ally  for  whether  there  was  any  more,  they  never  have 
discovered,  with  all  their  search,  from  that  day  to  this. 
Therefore  we  fairly  presume,  that  they  had  discovered  all 
that  there  was  to  discover,  with  regard  to  mcMiey.  They 
next  took,  from  these  unfortunate  people,  an  engagement  fnr 
the  amount  of  treasure,  at  a  definite  sum,  without  knowing 
whether  they  had  it  or  not ;  whether  they  could  procure  it 
or  not.  The  Bow  Begum  has  told  us,  as  your  lordships  have 
it  in  evidence,  that  they  demanded  from  her  a  million  of 
money ;  that  she,  of  course,  denied  having  any  such 
sums;  but  Mr.  Middleton  forced  her  unfortunate  eunuchs 
or  treasurers,  by  some  few  severities^  to  give  their  bond  for 
J£600,000. 

You  would  imagine,  that  when  these  eunuchs  had  given 

VOL.  vui.  19 
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up  all  that  was  in  their  power,  when  they  had  given  a  bond 
for  what  they  had  not,  (for  they  were  only  the  treasurers  of 
other  people,)  that  the  bond  would  not  have  been  rigidly 
exacted.  But  what  do  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Middleton  as 
soon  as  they  get  their  plunder  ?  They  went  to  their  own 
assay-table,  by  which  they  measured  the  rate  of  exchange 
between  the  coins  in  currency  at  Oude  and  those  at  Calcutta, 
and  add  the  difference  to  the  sum  for  which  the  bond  was 
given.  Thus  they  seize  the  secret  hoards ;  they  examine  it 
as  if  they  were  receiving  a  debt ;  and  they  determine  what 
this  money  would  and  ought  to  produce  at  Calcutta :  not  con- 
sidering it  as  coming  from  people  who  gave  all  they  had  to 
give,  but  as  what  it  would  produce  at  the  mint  at  Calcutta, 
according  to  a  custom  made  for  the  profit  of  the  residents  ,* 
even  though  Mr.  Hastings,  upon  another  occasion,  charged 
upon  Mr.  Bristow  as  a  crime,  that  he  had  made  that  profit. 
This  money,  my  lords,  was  taken  to  that  assay-table,  which 
they  had  invented  for  their  own  profit,  and  they  made  their 
victims  pay  a  rupee  and  a  half  batta,  or  exchange  of  money, 
upon  each  gold  mohur ;  by  which,  and  other  charges,  they 
brought  them  £60,000  more  in  debt ;  and  forced  them  to 
give  a  bond  for  that  je60,000. 

Your  lordships  have  seen  in  what  manner  these  debts 
were  contracted ;  and  that  they  were  contracted  by  persons 
engaging  not  for  themselves,  for  they  had  nothing  ;  all  their 
property  was,  apparently,  their  mistresses'.  You  will  now 
see  in  what  manner  the  payment  of  them  was  exacted,  and 
we  shall  beg  leave  to  read  to  you  their  own  accounts  of  their 
own  proceedings.  Your  lordships  will  then  judge  wheth«r 
they  were  proceeding  against  rebels  as  rebels,  or  against 
wealthy  people  as  wealthy  people,  punishing  them  under 
pretence  of  crimes,  for  their  own  profit. 

In  a  letter  from  Mr.  Middleton  to  Mr.  Hastings,  after  two 
other  paragraphs,  he  goes  on  thus  : — ''  It  remained  only  to 
get  possession  of  her  wealth  ;  and  to  effect  this,  it  was  then» 
and  is  still  my  firm  and  unalterable  opinion,  that  it  was  in- 
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dispensably  necessary  to  employ  temporizing  expedients,  and 
to  work  upon  the  hopes  and  fears  of  the  begum  herself,  and 
more  especially  upon  those  of  her  principal  agents,  through 
whose  means  alone  there  appeared  any  probable  chance  of 
our  getting  access  to  the  hidden  treasures  of  the  late  vizier ; 
and  when  I  acquaint  you,  that  by  far  the  greatest  part  of  the 
treasure  which  has  been  delivered  to  the  nabob,  was  taken 
from  the  most  secret  recesses  in  the  houses  of  the  two  eu- 
nuchs, whence,  of  course,  it  could  not  have  been  extracted 
without  the  adoption  of  those  means  which  could  induce  the 
discovery,  I  shall  hope  for  your  approbation  of  what  I  did  ; 
I  must  also  observe,  that  no  further  rigor  than  that  which  I 
exerted  could  have  been  used  against  females  in  this  country, 
to  whom  there  can  be  no  access ;  the  nabob  and  Solar  Jung 
were  the  only  two  that  could  enter  the  zenana;  the  first 
was  a  son,  who  was  to  address  a  parent ;  and,  of  course, 
could  use  no  language  or  action  but  that  of  earnest  and  re- 
iterated solicitation ;  and  the  other  was,  in  all  appearance,  a 
traitor  to  our  cause.  Where  force  could  be  employed  it  was 
not  spared ;  the  troops  of  the  begum  were  driven  away  and 
dispersed ;  their  guns  taken  ;  her  fort,  and  the  outward  walls 
of  her  house  seized  and  occupied  by  our  troops,  at  the  na- 
bob's requisition,  and  her  chief  agents  imprisoned  and  put  in 
irons.  No  further  step  was  left.  And  in  this  situation  they 
still  remain,  and  are  to  continue,  (excepting  only  a  remission 
of  the  irons,)  until  the  final  liquidation  of  the  payment ,-  and 
if  then  you  deem  it  proper,  no  possible  means  of  offence 
being  left  in  her  hands,  or  those  of  her  agents,  all  her  lands 
and  property  having  been  taken,  I  mean,  with  your  sanction, 
to  restore  her  house  and  servants  to  her,  and  hope  to  be  fa- 
vored with  your  early  reply,  lus  I  expect  that  a  few  days  will 
complete  the  final  surrender  of  all  that  is  further  expected 
from  the  begum." 

There  are  some  things  in  this  letter  which  I  shall  beg  your 
lotdships  to  remark ; — there  is  mention  naade  of  a  few  pre- 
19* 
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liminary  severities  used  by  Mr.  MidcQeton,  in  order  to  get  at 
their  money ;  well,  he  did  get  at  the  money,  and  he  got  a 
bond  for  the  payment  of  an  additional  snm,  which  they 
thought  proper  to  fix  at  about  £600,000,  to  which  was  added 
another  usurious  bond  for  £60,000 ;  and  in  order  to  extort 
these  forced  bonds,  and  to  make  up  their  t^gravated  crimes 
of  usury,  violence,  and  oppression,  they  put  these  eunuchs 
into  prison,  without  food  and  water,  and  loaded  their  limbs 
with  fetters : — ^this  was  their  second  imprisonment ;  and  what 
followed  these  few  severities,  your  lordships  will  remark — 
still  more  severities.  They  continued  to  persecute,  to  op- 
press, to  work  upon  these  men,  by  torture,  and  by  the  fear  of 
torture ;  till  at  last,  having  found  that  all  their  proceedings 
were  totally  ineffectual,  they  desire  the  women  to  surrender 
their  house ;  though  it  is  in  evidence  before  you,  that  to 
remove  a  woman  from  her  own  house  to  another  house,  with- 
out her  consent,  is  an  outrage  of  the  greatest  atrocity,  on  ac- 
count of  which  many  women  have  not  only  threatened, 
but  have  actually  put  themselves  to  death.  Mr.  Hastings, 
himself,  in  the  case  of  Munny  Begum,  had  considered  such 
a  proposition,  as  the  last  degree  of  outrage  that  could  be 
offered.  These  women  offered  to  go  from  house  to  house 
while  their  residence  was  searched ;  but,  no,  say  their  tor- 
mentors, the  treasure  may  be  bricked  up  in  so  large  a  house 
in  such  a  manner  that  we  cannot  find  it. 

But  to  proceed  with  the  treatment  of  these  unfortunate 
men.  I  will  read  to  your  lordships  a  letter  of  Mr.  Middletoa 
to  Captain  Leonard  Jaques,  commanding  at  Fyzabad ;  18th 
March,  1782. 

"  Sm, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant ;  the 
two  prisoners,  Behar  and  Jewar  Ali  Khan,  having  violated 
their  written  solemn  engagement  with  me,  for  the  payment 
of  the  balance  due  to  the  honorable  company,  on  the  nabob's 
assignments,  accepted  by  them,  and  declining  giving  me  any 
satisfactory  assurances  on  that  head,  I  am  under  the  disagree- 
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able  necessity  of  rectirring  to  seyerities  to  enforce  the  said 
payment.  This  is  therefore  to  desire  that  you  immediately 
cause  them  to  be  put  in  irons,  and  kept  so  until  I  shall  arrive 
at  Fyzabad,  to  take  further  measures,  as  may  be  necessa- 
ry," 

Here  is  the  answer  of  Captain  Jaques  to  Mr.  Middleton. 

<' April  23d,  1782. 

"  Sib, — ^Allow  me  the  honor  of  informing  you,  that  the 
place  the  prisoners,  Behar  Ali  Khan  and  Jewar  All  Khan,  are 
confined  in,  is  become  so  very  unhealthy,  by  the  number 
obliged  to  be  on  duty  in  so  confined  a  {dace  at  this  hot  8eas(»L 
of  the  year,  and  so  situated,  that  no  reduction  can,  with  pro- 
priety, be  made  from  their  guard,  it  being  at  such  a  distance 
from  the  battalion." 

You  see,  my  lords,  what  a  conditbn  these  unfortunate  per- 
sons were  in  at  that  period — ^you  see  they  were  put  in  irons, 
in  a  place  highly  unhealthy  ]  and  from  this  you  will  judge  of 
the  treatment  which  followed  the  few  severities.  The 
first  yielded  a  bond  for  £600,000 ;  the  second,  a  bond  for 
£60,000 ;  the  third  was  intended  to  extort  the  payment  of 
these  bonds,  and  completed  their  series. 

I  will  now  read  a  letter  firom  Captain  Jaques  to  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton, from  the  printed  mimites;  dated  Palace,  Fyzabadi 
May  18th,  1782^  consequently  written  nearly  a  month  after 
the  former* 

"  SiBj^^The  prisoners,  Behar  and  Jewar  AU  Eh&n,  who 
seem  to  be  very  sickly,  have  requested  their  irons  might  be 
taken  oS  for  a  few  days,  that  they  might  take  medicine,  and 
walk  about  the  garden  of  the  place  where  they  are  confined, 
to  assist  the  medicine  in  its  operation.  Now,  as  I  am  sure 
they  would  be  equally  as  secure  without  their  irons  as  with 
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them,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  this  request,  and 
desire  to  know  your  pleasure  concerning  it. 

(signed)  ,  ,  "Leonakd  Ja^ues." 

On  the  22d  of  May,  1782,  Captain  Jaques's  humane  pro* 
posal  is  thus  replied  to  by  Mr.  Middleton  : — "  I  am  sorry  it  is 
not  in  my  power  to  comply  with  your  proposal  of  easing 
the  prisoners  for  a  few  days  of  their  fetters.  Much  as  my 
humanity  may  be  touched  by  their  sufferings,  I  should  think 
it  inexpedient  to  afford  them  any  alleviation,  while  they  per- 
sist in  a  breach  of  their  contract  with  me ;  and  indeed  no 
indulgence  could  be  shown  them  without  the  authority  of 
the  nabob,  who,  instead  of  consenting  to  moderate  the  rigors 
of  their  situation,  would  be  most  willing  to  multiply  them, 
(signed)  "Nathaniel  Middleton.". 

I  will  now  call  your  lordships'  attention  to  other  letters, 
connected  with  this  transaction. 

Letter  from  Major  Gilpin  to  Mr.  Middleton,  June  6th,  1782. 

"  Sir, — ^Agreeably  to  your  instructions,  I  went  to  the 
prisoners,  Behar  and  Jewar  Ali  Khan,  accompanied  by  Hoolas 
Roi,  who  read  the  papers  respecting  the  balance  now  due, 
ice.  &,c. 

"  In  general  terms  they  expressed  concern  at  not  being 
able  to  discharge  the  same  without  the  assistance  of  the  be- 
gum, and  requested  indulgence  to  send  a  message  to  her  on 
that  subject,  and  in  the  eyening  they  would  give  an  an- 
swer. 

"  I  went  at  the  time  appointed  for  the  answer,  but  did  not 
receive  a  satisfactory  one  ;  in  consequence  of  which  I  desired 
them  to  be  ready,  at  the  shortest  notice,  to  proceed  to  Luck- 
now  ;  and  explained  to  them  every  particular  contained  in 
*  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  respecting  them. 

Yesterday  morning  I  sent  for  LataflSit  Ali  Ehfio,  and  de- 


WARRBN  HABTINOS,  ESQ.  205 

sired  him  to  go  to  the  Bo\r  Begum,  and  deliver  the  substance 
of  my  instructions  to  her,  which  he  did,  and  returned  with 
the  enclosed  letter  from  her.  From  some  circumstances, 
which  I  have  heard  to-day,  I  am  hopeful  the  prisoners  will 
soon  think  seriously  of  their  removal,  and  pay  the  balance 
rather  than  submit  themselves  to  an  inconvenient  journey  to 
Lucknow." 

To  Major  Gilpin  commanding  at  Fyzabad,  from  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton :— '<  Sir,  I  have  been  favored  with  your  letter  of  the 
fifth  instant,  informing  me  of  the  steps  you  had  taken,  in 
consequence  of  my  instructions  of  the  first,  and  covering  a 
letter  from  the  Bow  Begum,  which  is  so  unsatisfactory,  that 
I  cannot  think  of  returning  an  answer  to  it.  Indeed,  as  all 
correspondence  between  the  begum  and  me  has  long  been 
stopped,  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  her  that  I 
by  no  means  wish  to  resume  it,  or  maintain  any  friendly 
intercourse  with  her,  until  she  has  made  good  my  claim  upon 
her  for  the  balance  due. 

"  I  have  now,  in  conformity  to  my  former  instructions,  to 
desire  that  the  two  prisoners,  Behar  and  Jewar  Ali  Khan, 
may  be  inunediately  sent  under  a  sufficient  guard  to  Luck- 
now,  unless,  upon  your  imparting  to  them  this  intimation, 
either  they  or  the  begum  should  actually  pay  the  balance,  or 
give  you  such  assurances  or  security  for  the  assets  to  be 
immediately  forthcoming,  as  you  think  can  be  relied  upon ; 
in  which  case  you  will  of  course  suspend  the  execution  of 
this  order." 

Mr.  Richard  Johnson  to  Major  Oiipin;  Lucknow,  24th 
June,  1782 : — "  Sir,  I  have  received  the  honor  of  your  letter 
of  the  20th.  The  prisoners  arrived  here  this  morning ; 
Lieutenant  Crow  has  delivered  them  over  to  Captain  Waugh, 
and  returns  to  you  in  a  day  or  two. 

^'  I  think  their  hint  to  you  a  very  good  one,  and  worth  im- 
proving upon  ;  was  the  Bow  Begum  to  think  that  she  must 
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go  to  Aliababsd,  or  any  other  place,  while  her  palace  is 
searched  for  the  hidden  treasure  of  the  late  vizier ;  it  might 
go  further  than  any  other  step  that  can  be  immediately  taken 
towards  procuring  payment  of  the  balance  outstanding. 

'^  The  pgieoners  are  to  be  threatened  with  seyerities  to- 
morrow, to  make  them  discover  where  the  balance  may  be 
procurable,  the  fear  of  which  may  possibly  have  a  good 
effect ;  and  the  apprehensions  of  the  begum,  lest  they  should 
discover  the  hidden  treasure,  may  induce  her  to  make  you 
tenders  of  payment,  which  you  may  give  any  reasonable  en- 
couragement to  promote  that  may  occur  to  you. 

'^'  The  jaghire  cannot  be  released  to  her  on  any  other 
terms,  nor  even  to  the  nabob,  until  the  five  lacks  for  which 
it  was  granted  be  paid  up ;  and  the  prisoners  must  also  be 
detained  until  the  full  fifty  lacks  be  liquidated  ;  consequently 
nothing  but  the  fear  of  an  increase  of  demand,  upon  breach 
of  the  first  engagement  on  her  part,  will  induce  her  to  prompt 
payment." 

Letter  from  Mr.  Richard  Jc4uison  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  guard  ;  Lucknow,  23d  July,  1782 :— "  Sir, 
Some  violent  demands  having  been  made  for  the  release  of 
the  prisoners,  it  is  necessary  that  every  possible  precaution  be 
taken  for  their  security.  You  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  be 
very  strict  in  guarding  them ;  and  I  herewith  send  another 
pair  of  letters,  to  be  added  to  those  now  upon  the  prison- 
ers." 

Letter  from  Robert  Steere  Allen  to  Richard  Johnson,  Esq., 
acting  resident ;  Lucknow,  23d  July,  1782 : — <'  Sir,  I  have 
received  your  instructioKis,  and  ordered  the  fetters  to  be 
added ;  but  they  are  by  much  too  small  for  their  feet.  The 
utmost  regard  shall  be  paid  to  the  security  of  the  prisoners. 
I  have  sent  back  the  fetters,  that  you  may  have  them  altered, 
if  you  think  proper." 
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Letter  from  Mr.  Johnson  to  the  officer  commanding  the 
guard ;  Lucknow,  28th  June,  1782 :— "  Sir,  The  nabob, 
having  determined  to  inflict  corporal  punishment  upon  the 
prisoners  under  your  guard,  this  is  to  desire  that  his  officers, 
when  they  shall  come,  may  have  free  access  to  th«  prisoners, 
and  be  permitted  to  do  with  them  as  they  shall  see  proper, 
only  taking  care  that  they  leave  them  always  under  your 
charge." 

I  will  now  trouble  your  lordships  with  the  foHowing  pas- 
sages from  Mr.  Holt's  evidence :— "  Q.  Did  you  ever  see  the 
two  ministers  of  the  begum  ? — A.  1  ^w  them  brought  into 
Luclgsow. — ^^Q.  In  what  situation  were  they  when  you  saw 
them  brought  into  Lucknow  ? — A.  They  were  brought  in 
their  palanquins,  attended  by  a  guard  of  sepoys. — Q.  Under 
whose  command  were  the  sepoys? — A.  That  they  were 
brought  in  by  ?— Q.  Yes.— A  I  do  not  recollect. — Q.  Were 
those  sepoys,  that  brought  in  the  prisoners,  part  of  the 
nabob's  army,  or  were  they  any  British  troops?— A  To  the 
best  of  my  recollection,  they  were  detached  from  a  regiment 
then  stationed  at  Fyzabad. — Q.  In  whose  service  was  that 
regiment  ? — A.  In  the  Company's. — Q.  Were  they  imprisoned 
in  any  house  near  that  in  which  you  resided  ? — A.  They 
were  imprisoned  immediately  under  the  window  of  the  house 
in  which  I  resided,  close  to  it. — Q.  Did  you,  or  did  you  not, 
ever  see  any  preparations  made  for  any  corporal  punishment  ? 
—A  I  saw  something  of  a  scaflblding.-*<-Q.  For  what  pur- 
pose ?— A  I  beard  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  tying  them  up» 
— Q.  Whose  prisoners  did  you  consider  these  men  to  be  ?-* 
A.  I  considered  them  as  prisoners  of  the  resident ;  they  were 
close  to  his  house,  and  under  an  European  officer." 

Your  lordships  have  now  seen  the  whole  process,  except 
one  dreadful  part  of  it,  which  was  the  threatening  to  send 
the  begum  to  the  castle  at  Chunar.  After  all  these  cruelties, 
i^ter  all  these  menaces  of  further  cruelties,  after  erecting  a 
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BcajSbld  for  actually  exercising  the  last  degree  of  ariminal 
punishment,  namely,  by  whipping  these  miserable  persons  in 
public ;  after  every  thing  has  been  done  but  execution ,  our 
inability  to  prove  by  evidence  this  part  of  their  proceedings 
has  secured  to  your  lordships  a  circumstance  of  decorum  ob- 
served on  the  stage,  where  murders,  executions,  whippings, 
and  cruelties  are  performed  behind  the  scenes.    I  know  aa 
certainly  as  a  man  can  know  such  a  thing,  from  a  document 
which  I  cannot  produce  in  evidence  here  ;  but  I  have  it  in 
the  hand-writing  of  the  resident,  Mr.  Bristow,  that  Behar  Aii 
Eh&n  was  actually  scourged  in  the  manner  that  we  speak  of. 
I  had  it  in  writing  in  the  man's  hand  ;  I  put  the  question  to 
him,  but  he  refused  to  answer  it,  because  he  thought  it  might 
criminate  himself,  and  criminate  us  all ;  but  if  your  lordships 
saw  the  scaffold  erected  for  the  purpose,  and  of  this  we  have 
evidence,  would  you  not  necessarily  believe  that  the  scourg- 
ing did  follow?    All  this  was  done  in  the  name  of  the 
nabob  ;  but  if  the  nabob  is  the  person  claiming  his  father's 
effects,  if  the  nabob  is  the  person  vindicating  a  rebellion 
against  himself  upon  his  nearest  relations,  why  did  he  not 
in  person  take  a  single  step  in  this  matter  ?    Why  do  we  see 
nothing  but  his  abused  name  in  it  ?    We  see  no  order  under 
his  own  hand.     We  see  all  the  orders  given  by  the  cool  Mr. 
Middleton,  by  the  outrageous  Mr.  Johnson,  by  all  that  gang 
of  persons  that  the  prisoner  used  to  disgrace  the  British  name. 
Who  are  the  officers  that  stormed  their  fort  ?  who  put  on  the 
irons?   who  sent  them?   who  supplied  them?    They  are 
all,  all  English  officers.    There  is  not  an  appearance,  even  of 
a  minister  of  the  nabob's,  in  the  whole  transaction.    The 
actors  are  all  Englishmen ;  and  we,  as  Englishmen,  call  for 
punishment  upon  those  who  have  thus  degraded  and  dis- 
honored the  English  name. 

We  do  not  use  torture  or  cruelties,  even  for  the  greatest 
crimes,  but  have  banished  them  from  our  courts  of  justice  ; 
we  never  suffer  them  in  any  case.  Yet  those  men,  in  order 
to  force  others  to  break  their  most  sacred  trust,  inflict  tortures 
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upouthem.  They  drag  their  pooryictims  from  dangeonto 
dungeon,  from  one  place  of  punishment  to  another ;  and  whol- 
ly on  account  of  an  extorted  bond ;  for  they  owed  no  money, 
they  could  not  owe  any ;  but  to  get  this  miserable  balance  of 
£60,000  founded  upon  their  tables  of  exchange ;  after  they 
had  plundered  these  ladies  of  £600;000  in  money,  and 
£70,000  a  year  in  land,  they  could  not  be  satisfied  without 
putting  usury  and  extortion  upon  tyranny  and  oppression. 
To  enforce  this  unjust  demand,  the  miserable  victims  were 
imprisoned,  ironed,  scourged,  and  at  last  threatened  to  be  sent 
prisoners  to  Chunar.  This  menace  succeeded.  The  persons 
who  had  resisted  irons,  who  had  been,  as  the  begums  say, 
refused  food  and  water,  stowed  in  an  unwholesome,  stinkmg, 
pestilential  prison,  these  persons  withstood  every  thing  till 
the  fort  of  Chunar  was  mentioned  to  them ;  and  then  their 
fortitude  gave  way ;  and  why  ?  The  fort  of  Chunar  was  not 
in  the  dominions  of  the  nabob,  whose  rights  they  pretended 
to  be  vindicating  ;  to  name  a  British  fort,  in  their  circum- 
stances, was  to  name  every  thing  that  is  most  horrible  in 
tyranny ;  so  at  least  it  appeared  to  them.  They  gave  way ; 
and  thus  were  committed  acts  of  oppression  and  cruelty  un- 
known, I  will  venture  to  say,  in  the  history  of  India.  The 
women  indeed  could  not  be  brought  forward  and  scourged, 
but  their  ministers  were  tortured,  till,  for  their  redemption, 
these  princesses  gave  up  all  their  clothes,  all  the  ornaments  of 
their  persons,  all  their  jewels,  all  the  memorials  of  their  hus- 
bands and  fathers,  all  were  delivered  up,  and  valued  by 
merchants  at  £60,000;  and  they  also  gave  up  £5,000  in 
money,  or  thereabouts;  so  that  in  reality  only  about  £6,000, 
a  mere  nothing,  a  sum  not  worth  mentioning,  even  in  the 
calculations  of  extortion  and  usury,  remained  unpaid. 

But,  my  lords,  what  became  of  all  this  money  7  When 
you  examine  these  witnesses  here,  they  tell  you  it  was  paid 
to  Hyder  Beg  Ehan.  Now,  they  had  themselves  received 
the  money  in  tale  at  their  own  assay-table ;  and  when  an 
account  is  demanded  of  the   produce  of  the  goods,  they 
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shrink  from  it,  and  say  it  was  HyderBeg  Ehfin  who  received 
the  things,  and  sold  them.  Where  is  Hyder  Beg  Khan's 
receipt  ?  The  begums  say,  (and  the  thing  speaks  for  itself,) 
that  even  gold  and  jeweb  coming  from  them  lost  their  valae ; 
that  part  of  the  goods  were  spoilt,  being  kept  long  misold  in 
damp  and  bad  warehouses ;  and  that  the  rest  of  the  goods 
were  sold,  as  thieves  sell  their  spoil,  for  little  or  nothing.  In 
all  this  business,  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Middleton  were  them- 
selves the  actors,  chief  actors ;  but  now,  when  they  are  called 
to  account,  they  substitute  Hyder  Beg  Khan  in  their  place, 
a  man  that  is  dead  and  gone ;  and  you  hear  nothing  more  of 
this  part  of  the  business. 

But  the  sufferings  of  these  eunuchs  did  not  end  here ; 
they  were,  on  account  of  this  odd  £6,000,  confined  for  twelve 
months,  not  prisoners  at  large,  like  this  prisoner  who  thrusts 
his  sore  leg  into  your  lordships'  faces  every  day,  but  in  harsh 
and  cruel  confinement.  These  are  the  persons  that  I  feel 
for.  It  is  their  dungeon,  it  is  their  unrevenged  wrongs  that 
move  me.  It  is  for  these  innocent,  miserable,  unbdm>py  naeii) 
who  were  guilty  of  no  offence  but  fidelity  to  their  mistresses, 
in  order  to  vex  and  torture  whom  (the  first  womoi  in  Asia) 
in  the  persons  of  their  ministers,  these  cruelties  were  exer- 
cised ;  these  are  they  for  whom  I  fed,  and  not  for  the  miser- 
able sore  leg  or  whining  cant  of  this  prisoner.  He  has  been 
the  author  of  all  these  wrongs ;  and  if  you  transfiw  to  him 
any  of  the  sympathy  you  owe  to  these  sufferers^  you  do 
wrong—you  violate  compassion.  Think  of  their  irons.  Has 
not  this  criminal,  who  put  on  these  irons,  been  without  one 
iron  ?  Has  he  been  threatened  with  tortuie  ?  Has  he  been 
locked  up  without  food  and  water  ?  Have  his  sufferings  been 
aggravated  as  the  sufferings  of  these  poor  men  were  aggrava- 
ted ?  What  punishment  has  been  inflicted,  and  what  can  be 
inflicted,  upon  him  in  any  manner  oommensurate  with  the 
atrocity  of  his  crimes? 

At  last,  my  Icffds,  these  uikhq)py  men  were  released.    Ifr. 
&istow,  who  had  been  sent  to  Lucknow,  writes  to  Mr  Hast- 
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ings,  and  informs  him,  thai  seTerities  conld  do  no  more ;  that 
imprisonments  and  menaces,  could  get  no  more  money.  I 
believe  not ;  for  I  doubt  much  whether  any  more  was  to  be 
got.  But  whether  there  was,  or  not,  all  the  arts  of  extor- 
tion, fortified  by  all  the  arts  of  tyranny,  of  every  name  and 
species,  had  failed,  and  therefore  Mr.  Bri^tow  released  the 
prisoners ;  but  without  any  warrant  for  so  doing  from  Bfr. 
Hastings,  who,  after  having  received  thid  letter  from  Mr. 
Bristow,  gets  the  supreme  council  to  order  these  very  severi- 
ties to  be  continued,  till  the  last  farthing  was  paid.  In  or- 
der to  induce  the  council  to  sanction  this  measure,  he  sup- 
pressed Mr.  Bristow's  declaration — that  severities  could  do 
nothing  more  in  exacting  further  payments ;  and  the  resident, 
I  find,  was  afterwards  obliquely  punished  for  his  humanity 
by  Mr.  Hastings. 

Mr.  Bristow's  letter  is  dated  the  12th  of  December,  and  he 
thus  writes  :— 

*<  The  battalion  at  Fyzabad  [where  the  begums  and  their 
ministers  had  been  confined]  is  recalled,  and  my  letter  to  the 
board  of  the  first  instant,  has  explained  my  conduct  to  the 
begum.  The  letter  I  addressed  her,  a  translation  of  which 
I  beg  leave  to  enclose,  (No.  2,)  was  with  a  view  of  convinc- 
ing her,  that  you  readily  assented  to  her  being  freed  from  the 
restraints  which  had  been  imposed  upon  her ;  and  that  your 
acquiescence  in  her  sufferings  was  a  measure  of  necessity,  to 
which  you  were  forced  by  her  extraordinary  conduct.  I 
wished  to  make  it  appear,  this  was  a  matter  on  which  you 
directed  me  to  consult  the  vizier's  pleasure,  that  it  might  be 
known  you  were  the  sinring  from  whence  she  was  restored  to 
her  dignity  and  consequence." 

On  the  3d  of  March  following,  the  council  agree  to  send 
the  following  order  to  Mr.  ftristow : — "  We  desire  you  will 
inform  us  if  any  and  what  means  have  been  taken  for  recov- 
ering the  balance  due  from  the  begum  at  Fyzabad,  and,  if 
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necessaryi  that  you  recommend  it  to  the  vizier  to  enforce  the 
most  effectual  means  for  that  purpose." 

My  lords,  you  see  the  fraud  he  has  put  upon  the  council. 
Tou  will  find  that  Mr.  Bristow's  letters,  up  to  the  3d  of 
March,  had  been  suppressed ;  and  though  then  communica- 
ted, yet  he  instigated  bis  cat's-paw,  that  blind  and  ignorant 
council,  to  demand  from  the  vizier  the  renewal  of  these  very 
severities  and  cruelties,  the  continuance  of  which  the  letters 
in  his  pocket  had  shown  him  were  of  no  effect.  Here  you 
have  an  instance  of  his  implacable  cruelty ;  you  see  that  it 
never  relaxes,  never  remits ;  and  that,  finding  all  the  re- 
sources of  tyranny  useless  and  ineffective,  he  is  still  willing 
to  use  them ;  and  for  that  purpose  he  makes  a  fraudulent  pon- 
cealment  of  the  utter  inefficacy  of  all  the  means  that  had 
been  used. 

But,  you  will  ask,  what  could  make  him  persevere  in  these 
acts  of  cnielty,  after  his  avarice  had  been  more  than  satiated  ? 
You  will  find  it  is  this.  He  had  some  quarrel  with  these 
women.  He  believed  that  they  had  done  him  some  personal 
injury  or  other,  of  which  he  nowhere  informs  you.  But,  as 
you  find  that  in  the  case  of  Cheit  Sing,  he  considered  his 
visit  to  General  Clavering,  as  an  horrid  outrage  against  him- 
self, which  he  never  forgave,  and  revenged  to  the  ruin  of 
that  miserable  person  ;  so  you  find  that  he  has  avowed  the 
same  malicious  disposition  towards  the  begums,  arising  from 
some  similar  cause.  In  page  367  of  your  printed  minutes,  he 
says,  '^  I  am  sorry  that  I  must  in  truth  add,  that  a  part  of  the 
resentment  of  the  begums  was,  as  I  had  too  much  reason  to 
suspect,  directed  to  myself  personally.^  The  incidents  which 
gave  rise  to  it  are  too  light  to  be  mixed  with  the  professed 
subject  and  occasion  of  this  detail ;  and  as  they  want  the 
authenticity  of  recorded  evidence,  I  could  lay  no  claim  to 
credit,  in  my  relation  of  them.  At  some  period  I  may  be 
induced  to  offer  them  to  the  world,  my  ultimate  and  uner- 
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ring  jodgesi  both  of  that  and  of  every  other  trait  in  my  po- 
litical character.'' 

My  lords,  you  have  an  anecdote  here  handed  to  you,  which 
is  the  key  of  a  great  part  of  this  transaction.— He  had  de- 
termined upon  some  deep  and  desperate  revenge  for  some 
injury  or  affront  of  some  kind  or  other,  that  he  thought  he 
had  received  from  these  people.  He  accuses  them  of  a  per- 
sonal quarrel  with  himself;  and  yet  he  has  not  the  honor  or 
honesty  to  tell  you  what  it  was : — ^what  it  was  that  could 
induce  them  to  entertain  such  a  personal  resentment  against 
him,  as  to  ruin  themselves  and  their  country  by  their  sup- 
posed rebellion.  He  says,  that  some  time  or  other  he  will  tell 
it  to  the  world. — Why  did  he  not  tell  his  counsel,  and  au- 
thorize them  to  tell  a  story  which  could  not  be  unimportant, 
as  it  was  connected  with  a  rebellion  which  shook  the  British 
power  in  India  to  its  foundation  ?  And  if  it  be  true,  that  this 
rebellion  had  its  rise  in  some  wicked  act  of  this  man,  who 
had  offended  these  women,  and  made  them,  as  he  says,  his 
mortal  enemies ;  you  will  then  see  that  you  never  can  go  so 
deep  with  this  prisoner,  that  you  do  not  find  in  every  crimi- 
nal act  of  his,  some  other  criminal  act.  In  the  lowest  deep, 
there  is  still  a  lower  deep.  In  every  act  of  his  cruelty,  there 
is  some  hidden,  dark  motive,  worse  than  the  act  itself,  of 
which  he  just  gives  you  a  hint,  without  exposing  it  to  that 
open  light  which  truth  courts,  and  falsehood  basely  slinks 
firouL 

But  cruelly  as  they  have  suffered,  dreadfully  as  they  have 
been  robbed,  insulted  as  they  have  been,  in  every  mode  of 
insult  that  could  be  offered  to  women  of  their  rank ;  all  this 
must  have  been  highly  aggravated  by  coming  from  such 
a  man  as  Mr.  Middleton.  You  have  heard  the  audacious 
and  insulting  language  he  has  held  to  them ;  his  declining  to 
correspond  with  them,  and  the  mode  of  his  doing  it.  There 
are,  my  lords,  things  that  embitter  the  bitterness  of  oppres- 
sion itself — contumelious  acts  and  language  coming  from 
persons,  who  the  other  day  would  have  licked  the  dust  un- 
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der  the  feet  of  the  lowest  servants  of  these  ladies,  must  hare 
embittered  their  wrongs,  and  poisoned  the  very  cup  of  mal- 
ice itself. 

O!  but  they  deserved  it. — ^They  were  concerned  in  a 
wicked,  outrageous  rebellion :  first,  for  expelling  their  own 
son  from  his  dominions ;  and  secondly,  for  expelling  and  ex- 
tirpating the  English  nation  out  of  India.  Good  Qod  Al- 
mighty !  my  lords,  do  you  hear  this  ? — Do  you  understand 
that  the  English  nation  had  made  themselves  so  odious,  so 
particularly  hateful,  even  to  women,  the  most  secluded  from 
the  world,  that  there  was  no  crime,  no  mischief,  no  family 
destruction,  through  which  they  would  not  wade,  for  our 
extermination  ! — Is  this  a  pleasant  thing  to  hear  of  ?  Rebel- 
lion is,  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  imdoubtedly  considered  as  a 
great  misfortune — ^in  some  countries  it  must  be  considered  as 
a  presumption  of  some  fault  in  government.  Nowhere  is  it 
boasted  of  as  supplying  ike  means  of  justifying  acts  of 
cruelty  and  insult,  but  with  us. 

We  have,  indeed,  seen  that  a  rebellion  did  exist  in  Barratch 
and  Gorruckpore.  It  was  an  universal  insurrection  of  the 
people  ;  an  insurrection  for  the  very  extermination  of  Eng- 
lishmen ;  for  the  extermination  of  Colonel  Hannay ;  for 
the  extermination  of  Captain  Gordon ;  for  the  extermination 
of  Captain  Williams,  and  of  all  the  other  captains  and  colo- 
nels exercising  the  office  of  farmer-general  and  sub-farmer- 
general,  in  the  manner  that  we  have  described.  We  know 
that  there  did  exist  in  that  country  such  a  rebellion.  But 
mark,  my  lords !  against  whom. — ^Against  these  mild  and 
gracious  sovereigns,  Colonel  Hannay,  Captain  Gordon,  Cap- 
tain Williams.*— Oh  unnatural  and  abominable  rebellion  !  But 
will  any  one  pretend  to  say,  that  the  nabob  himself  was  ever 
attacked  by  any  of  these  rebels  ? — ^No  ;  the  attacks  were  lev- 
elled against  the  English.  The  people  rose  in  favor  of  their 
lawful  sovereign,  against  a  rebellion  headed  by  Mr.  Middle- 
ton,  who,  you  see,  usurped  his  authority ; — headed  by  Colo- 
nel Hannay ; — ^headed  by  Captain  Gordon ; — ^headed  by  all 
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those  abominable  persons  exercising,  under  the  nabob's 
name,  an  authority  destructive  to  himself  and  his  subjects. 
Against  them  there  was  a  rebellion ;  but  was  this  an 
unnatural  rebellion  ? — ^A  rebellion  against  usurped  authority, 
to  save  the  prince,  his  children,  and  state,  from  a  set  of  vile 
usurpers. 

My  lords,  I  shall  soon  close  our  proceeding  for  this  day  ; 
because  I  wish  to  leave  this  part  of  our  charge  strongly  and 
distinctly  impressed  upon  your  lordships'  memory,  and  because 
nothing  can  aggravate  it.  I  shall  next  proceed,  in  the  farther 
examination  of  the  prisoner's  defence,  to  dissipate,  as  I  trust 
we  have  done,  and  as  I  hope  we  shall  do,  all  the  miserable 
stuff  they  have  given  by  way  of  defence.  I  shall  often 
have  occasion  to  repeat  and  press  upon  your  lordships,  that 
that  miserable  defence  is  a  heavy  aggravation  of  his  crime. 
At  present,  I  shall  conclude ;  leaving  this  part  of  our  charge 
with  the  impression  upon  your  lordships'  minds,  that  this 
pretended  rebellion  was  merely  an  insurrection  against  the 
English,  excited  by  their  oppression.  If  the  rebellion  was 
against  the  nabob,  or  if  he  was  the  author  of  the  oppression 
which  caused  it,  why  do  the  English  only  appear  to  be  con- 
cerned in  both  of  them  ?  How  comes  it  that  the  nabob 
never  appears  to  have  expressed  any  resentment  against  the 
rebels  ?  We  shall  prove,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  the  begums 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  There  was,  indeed,  as  I  have 
already  said,  what  may  be  called  a  rebellion :  but  it  was  a 
rebellion,  against— not  the  nabob,  but  in  favor  of  the  lawful 
prince  of  the  country  j-^against  the  usurpers  of  his  authority 
and  the  destroyers  of  his  country.  With  this,  as  a  rebellion, 
Mr.  Hastings  has  charged  these  women ;  he  has  charged 
them  with  a  war  against  their  son,  for  the  purpose  of  exter- 
minating the  English.  Look,  I  pray  you,  at  the  whole  busi- 
ness ;  consider  all  the  cirumstances  of  it,  and  ask  yourselves, 
whether  this  is  not  a  charge,  not  only  so  grossly  improbable, 
but  so  perfectly  impossible,  that  there  is  not  any  evidence 
which  can  nuJce  it  even  plausible. 

VOL.  vui.  20 
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Consider  next,  my  lords,  on  the  other  side,  the  evidence  of 
their  innocence,  and  then  ask  yourselves,  whether  any  ad- 
ditional matter  could  make  its  probability  in  the  least  degree 
more  probable.  My  lords,  the  evidence  we  have  produced 
is  neither  more  nor  less  than  that  of  almost  all  the  persons 
who  have  had  a  share  in  exciting  that  rebellion,  and  who, 
to  justify  their  own  horrible  cruelty,  have  attempted  to 
charge  the  natural  consequences  of  that  cruelty  upon  these 
unhappy  women. 

But  where,  all  this  time,  is  the  nabob,  against  whom  this 
rebellion  is  pretended  to  be  directed  ?  Was  it  ever  even  insinu- 
ated to  him  that  his  mother  had  raised  a  rebellion  against 
him  ? — ^When  were  the  proofs  shown  to  him  ? — ^Did  he  ever 
charge  her  with  it  ?  He  surely  must  have  been  most 
anxious  to  prevent  and  suppress  a  rebellion  against  himself; 
but  not  one  word  on  that  subject  has  ever  come  out  of  his 
mouth  ;  nor  has  any  one  person  been  produced  to  show  that 
he  was  informed  of  the  existence  of  such  a  rebellion.  The 
persons  said  to  be  rebels,  are  his  mother  and  grandmother ; 
and  I  again  ask,  was  there  the  least  intimation  given  to  him 
by  Mr.  Middleton,  or  by  any  other  person,  of  their  being 
even  suspected  of  rebellion  against  him  ?  There  was,  in- 
deed, a  hint  of  some  rebeUion,  which  the  creatures  of  Mr. 
Hastings  got  at  obliquely ;  but  neither  the  person  against 
whom  the  rebellion  is  supposed  to  exist,  nor  the  persons  who 
were  said  to  be  guilty  of  it,  were  ever  either  informed  of,  or 
charged  with  it.  I  defy  the  prisoner,  and  his  whole  gang, 
to  produce  one  word  ever  uttered  by  any  one  of  them,  from 
which  the  nabob  or  begums  could  learn,  that  they  were  sup- 
posed to  be  concerned  in  the  rebellion :  so  that  none  of  those 
who  were  said  to  be  the  principal  actors  in  the  scene  ever 
heard  of  the  parts  they  were  acting,  from  the  actual  authors 
and  managers  of  the  business.  Not  one  word  was  uttered 
of  a  charge  made,  much  less  of  proof  given.  Nothing  was 
heard  but — Give  me  the  money — ^irons— -new  irons-— new 
imprisonment ;  and  at  last  the  castle  of  Chunar.     And  here 
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I  beg  leave  to  pause,  and  to  leave  upon  your  minds  the  im- 
pression, first,  of  the  wrong  that  was  done,  the  violence 
and  the  robbery ;  and  secondly,  of  the  pretences,  both  civil 
and  criminal,  by  which  they  have  attempted  to  justify  their 
proceedings. 

[Adjourned. 
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TRIAL. 

WEDNESDAY,  11th  JUNE,  1794. 


SIXTH  DAY  OF  REPLY. 

(Ma.  BvRKE.) 

My  Lords, — ^Your  lordships  will  recollect  that  we  closed  the 
last  day  of  your  proceeding  in  this  trial,  at  a  most  interesting 
part  of  our  charge,  or  rather  of  our  observations  upon  that 
charge.  We  closed  at  that  awful  moment,  when  we  found 
the  first  women  of  Oude  pillaged  of  all  their  landed  and  of 
all  their  moneyed  property,  in  short  of  all  they  possessed. 
We  closed  by  reciting  to  you  the  false  pretence  on  which 
this  pillage  was  defended,  namely,  that  it  was  the  work  of 
the  nabob.  Now  we  had  before  proved  to  you,  from  evi- 
dence adduced  by  the  prisoner  himself,  that  this  nabob  was 
a  mere  tool  iq  his  hands  ,*  and  therefore  if  this  pretence  be 
true,  it  aggravates  his  guilt ;  for  tsurely  the  forcing  a  son  to 
violate  the  property  of  his  mother  must  every  where  be  con- 
sidered a  crime  most  portentous  and  enormous.  At  this  point 
we  closed ;  and  after  the  detail,  which  has  been  given  you 
already,  of  these  horrible  and  iniquitous  proceedings,  some 
apology  may  perhaps  be  necessary  for  entering  again  into  the 
refutation  of  this  iniquitous  pretence. 

My  honorable  fellow-manager,  who  preceded  me  in  this 
business,  did,  in  his  remarks  upon  the  inference  drawn  by 
the  prisoner's  counsel  from  the  seizure  of  the  begums'  treas- 
ures by  the  nabob,  as  evidence  of  their  guilt,  as  he  ought  to 
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do — he  treated  it  with  proper  contempt.  I  consider  it  in- 
deed to  be  as  little  an  evidence  of  their  guilt  as  he  does,  and 
as  little  a  defence  of  that  seizure  as  he  does.  But  I  consider 
it  in  another  and  in  a  new  light,  namely,  as  a  heav^y  aggra- 
vation of  the  prisoner's  crimes,  and  as  a  matter  that  will  let 
you  into  the  whole  spirit  of  his  government ;  and  I  warn 
your  lordships  against  being  imposed  on  by  evasions,  of  which 
if  it  were  possible  for  you  to  be  the  dupes,  you  would  be 
unfit  to  be  judges  of  the  smallest  matters  in  the  world,  civil 
or  criminal. 

The  first  observation,  which  I  shall  beg  leave  to  make  to 
your  lordships,  is  this,  that  the  whole  of  the  proceedings 
from  beginning  to  end  has  been  a  mystery  of  iniquity,  and 
that  in  no  part  of  them  have  the  orders  of  the  company  been 
regarded ;  but  on  the  contrary,  the  whole  has  been  carried 
on  in  a  secret  and  clandestine  manner. 

It  is  necessary  that  your  lordships  should  be  acquainted 
with  the  manner  in  which  the  correspojidence  of  the  com- 
pany's servants  ought  to  be  carried  on  and  their  proceedings 
regulated ;  your  lordships,  therefore,  will  please  to  hear  read 
the  orders  given  concerning  correspondence  of  every  kind 
with  the  country  powers.  You  will  remember  the  period 
when  these  orders  were  issued,  namely,  the  period  at  which 
the  act  passed  for  the  better  direction  of  the  servants  of  the 
company.  By  this  act  Mr.  Hastings  was  appointed  to  be 
governor-general,  and  the  court  of  directors  was  required,  by 
that  act,  to  prepare  orders  and  instructions,  which  Mr.  Hast- 
ings was  required,  by  the  same  act,  to  comply  with.  You 
will  see  what  these  instructions  and  orders  were,  and  in  what 
manner  he  has  complied  with  them. 

Extract  of  general  instructions  to  the  governor-general  and 
council,  29th  of  March,  1774 : — "  We  direct  that  you  as- 
semble in  council  twice  every  week,  and  that  all  the  mem- 
bers be  duly  summoned ;  that  the  correspondence  with  the 
princes  or  country  powers  in  India  be  carried  on  by  the 
governor-general  only,  but  that  all  letters  sent  by  him  be  first 
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approved  in  councili  and  that  he  lay  before  the  council,  at 
their  next  meeting,  all  letters  received  by  him  in  the  course 
of  such  correspondence,  for  their  information.  We  likewise 
direct,  that  a  copy  of  such  parts  of  the  country  correspond- 
ence be  communicated  to  our  board  of  trade,  (to  be  consti- 
tuted as  hereinafter  mentioned,)  as  may  any  ways  relate  to 
the  business  of  their  department." 

You  will  observe,  my  lords,  two  important  circumstances 
in  these  instructions.  First,  that,  after  the  board  had  ^gular- 
ly  met,  the  Persian  correspondence,  kept  by  the  governor 
only,  was  to  be  communicated  to  the  coimcil  ,*  and  secondly, 
that  he  should  write  no  answer  to  any  part  of  the  business 
until  he  had  previously  consulted  the  council  upon  it.  Here 
is  the  law  of  the  land ;  an  order  given  in  pursuance  of  an 
act  of  parliament.  Your  lordships  will  consider  how  Mr. 
Hastings  comported  himself  with  regard  to  those  orders :  for 
we  charge  it  as  a  substantive  crime,  independent  of  the 
criminal  presumptions  arising  from  it,  that  he  violated  an  act 
of  parliament,  which  imposed  direct  instructions  upon  him, 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  he  was  to  conduct  all  matters  of 
business  with  the  native  powers. 

My  lords,  we  contend  strongly,  that  all  the  positive  rules 
and  injunctions  of  the  law,  though  they  are  merely  positive, 
and  do  not  contain  any  thing  but  mere  matters  of  regulation, 
shall  be  strictly  observed.  The  reason  is  this,  and  a  serious 
reason  it  is: — official  tyranny  and  oppression,  corruption, 
peculation,  and  bribery,  are  crimes  so  secret  in  their  nature, 
that  we  can  hardly  ever  get  to  the  proof  of  them,  without 
the  assistance  of  rules,  orders,  and  regulations  of  a  positive 
nature,  intended  to  prevent  the  perpetration  of  these  crimes, 
and  to  detect  the  offender  in  case  the  crimes  should  be  ac- 
tually perpetrated.  You  ought  therefore  to  presume,  that, 
whenever  such  rules  or  laws  are  broken,  these  crimes  are 
intended  to  be  committed  ;  for  you  have  no  means  of  secu- 
rity against  the  commission  of  secret  crimes,  but  by  enforcing 
positive  laws,  the  breach  of  which  must  be  always  plain, 
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open,  and  direct.  Sach,  for  instance,  is  the  spirit  of  the 
laws,  that  although  you  cannot  directly  prove  bribery  or 
smuggling  in  a  hundred  cases  where  they  have  been  com- 
mitted ;  you  can  prove  whether  the  proper  documents,  proper 
cockets,  proper  entries  in  regular  offices  have  been  observed 
and  performed,  or  not.  By  these  means  you  lock  the  door 
against  bribery ;  you  lock  the  door  against  corruption,  against 
smuggling,  and  contraband  trade  ;  but  how  ?  by  falling  upon 
and  attacking  the  offence  ?  No ;  by  falling  upon  and  attack- 
ing the  breach  of  the  regulation.  You  prove  that  the  man 
broke  the  regulation ;  and,  as  he  could  have  no  other  motive 
or  interest  in  breaking  it,  you  presume  that  he  broke  it  fraud- 
ulently, and  you  punish  the  man  not  for  the  crime  the  regu- 
lation was  meant  to  prevent,  but  you  punish  him  for  the 
breach  of  the  regulation  itself. 

Next  to  the  breach  of  these  positive  instructions,  your  lord- 
ships will  attend  to  the  consequent  concealment  and  mystery 
by  which  it  was  accompanied.  All  government  must,  to 
preserve  its  authority,  be  sincere  in  its  declarations,  and  au- 
thentic in  its  acts.  Whenever  in  any  matter  of  policy  there 
is  a  mystery,  you  must  presume  a  fraud ;  whenever  in  any 
matter  of  money  there  is  concealment,  you  must  presume 
misconduct ;  you  must  therefore  affir  your  punishment  to  the 
breach  of  the  rule ;  otherwise  the  conviction  of  public  de- 
linquents would  be  unattainable. 

I  have  therefore  put  before  you  that  rule  which  he  has 
violated ;  and  we,  the  Commons,  call  upon  your  lordships  to 
enforce  that  rule,  and  to  avenge  the  breach  of  it.  You  have 
seen  the  consequences  of  breaking  the  rule ;  and  we  have 
chained  and  do  charge  it  as  a  heavy  aggravation  of  those 
consequences ;  that,  instead  of  consulting  the  council,  instead 
of  laying  the  whole  correspondence  before  them,  instead  of 
consulting  them  upon  his  answers,  he  went  himself  up  into 
the  country,  took  his  majesty's  chief  justice  along  with  him, 
and  made  that  person  the  instrument  of  those  wrongs,  vio- 
lences, robberies,  and  concealments,  which  we  call  upon  your 
lordships  to  punish. 
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My  lords,  an  extraordinary  circumstance  occurred  in  the 
course  of  our  proceedings,  in  another  place,  which  I  must 
state  to  show  you  in  what  a  horrible  manner  your  laws  have 
been  trampled  upon  and  despised.  None  of  the  proceedings 
which  have  been  last  stated  to  your  lordships,  respecting  the 
seizure  of  the  treasures  of  the  begums,  appear  upon  any  pub- 
lic record  whatever.  From  the  manner  in  which  they  came 
to  our  knowledge,  your  lordships  will  perceive  what  must 
have  been  the  prisoner's  own  opinion  of  the  horrible  nature 
of  proceedings,  which  he  thought  so  necessary  to  be  con- 
cealed. 

Whilst  we  were  inquiring  into  the  violences  committed 
against  the  begums,  in  breach  of  the  treaty  entered  into  with 
them,  there  came  into  my  hands  an  anonymous  letter,  contain- 
ing a  full  account  of  all  the  matter  which  has  lately  been 
stated  to  you.  It  came  anonymously ;  and  I  did  not  know 
from  what  quarter  it  came.  I  do  not  even  know  with  cer- 
tainty at  this  hour.  I  say,  not  with  certainty,  for  I  can  only 
form  a  conjecture.  This  anonymous  communication  enabled 
us  to  produce  all  the  correspondence  with  Mr.  Middleton  re- 
specting the  cruelties  exercised  towards  the  begums  and  their 
eunuchs,  in  order  to  extort  money.  We  found  the  names  of 
Major  Gilpin  and  several  other  persons  in  these  letters.  We 
also  found  in  them  a  strong  fox  smell  of  a  Sir  Elijah  Impey, 
that  his  brush  and  crime  had  left  behind  him ;  we  traced 
him  by  that  scent ;  and  as  we  proceeded  we  discovered  the 
footsteps  of  83  many  of  the  wolves  as  Mr.  Hastings  thought 
{NToper  to  leave  there.  We  sent  for  and  examined  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton, and  Major  Gilpin  produced  his  correspondence.  When 
we  applied  to  Mr.  Middleton,  we  found  that  all  this  part  of 
bis  correspondence  had  been  torn  out  of  his  book.  But  hav- 
ing come  at  it  by  means  of  our  anonymous  communication, 
we  subsequently  proved  and  established  it,  in  the  manner  we 
have  done,  before  your  lordships.  Here  then  you  have  im- 
portant matter  which  this  anonymous  letter  has  brought  to 
light ;  and  otherwise  the  whole  of  -this  correspondence  so 
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essential  to  the  interests  and  justice  of  Great  Britain  would 
have  been  concealed  by  this  wicked  man.  Thus  I  say,  his 
violation  of  a  positive  law  would  have  remained  undis- 
covered, if  mere  accident  had  not  enabled  us  to  trace  this 
iniquity  to  its  source.  Therefore  I  begin  our  proceedings 
this  day,  by  stating  to  your  lordships  this  fact,  and  by  calling 
upon  your  justice  to  punish  him  for  this  violation  of  the  laws 
of  his  country. 

We  have  told  you  who  the  instruments  were,  by  which 
all  this  wickedness  was  committed,  Mr.  Middleton  and  Mr. 
Johnson,  persons  who  were  sent  as  ambassadors  to  represent 
the  interests  of  the  company  at  the  court  of  an  independent 
prince.  Over  this  prince  they  usurped  an  absolute  power, 
they  even  made  use  of  British  officers  in  his  own  service,  and 
receiving  his  pay,  to  enslave  his  person,  and  to  force  him  to 
rob  his  kindred.  These  agents  were  aided  by  an  English 
chief  justice,  sent  under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  parlia* 
ment  to  represent  the  sovereign  majesty  of  English  justice, 
and  to  be  a  restraint  upon  the  misconduct  of  the  company's 
,  servants.  Tiiese  are  the  instruments  with  which  this  man 
works.  .  We  have  shown  you  his  system ;  we  have  shown 
you  his  instruments ;  we  will  now  proceed  with  the  exami- 
nation of  the  pretences  upon  which  this  horrid  and  nefarious 
act  is  attempted  ro  be  justified.  We  have  not  entered  into 
this  examination  for  the  sake  of  refuting  things  that  want  no 
refutation,  but  for  the  purpose  of  showing  you  the  spirit  of 
the  whole  proceeding,  and  making  it  appear  to  your  lord- 
ships, as  I  trust  it  will  appear,  that  the  wicked  act  done  there 
is  not  half  so  bad  as  the  wicked  defence  made  here. 

The  first  part  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey's  commission,  as  your 
lordships  will  remember,  was  to  seize  upon  the  begums'  trea- 
sures. He  had  likewise  another  budget  of  instructions,  which 
has  been  discovered  in  the  trunks  of  which  your  lordships 
have  heard, — secret  instructions  to  be  given  by  him  to  Mr. 
Middleton,  for  the  furtherance  of  this  business.  And  that 
his  office  of  chief  justice  should  not  lie  dormant,  he  was  com- 
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missioned  to  seek  for  affidavits,  or  written  testimony  from 
any  persons,  for  the  purpose  of  convicting  these  women  of  a 
design  of  atrociously  revolting  against  their  son,  and  depos- 
ing him  from  the  government,  with  a  view  of  getting  rid  of 
the  English  inhabitants.  This  was  the  accusation ; — and 
the  evidence  to  support  it  Sir  Elijah  Impey  was  sent  to  col* 
lect. 

My  lords,  I  must  here  observe  to  your  lordships,  that  there 
is  no  act  of  violence  which,  merely  as  an  act  of  violence, 
may  not  in  some  sort  be  borne ;  because  an  act  of  violence 
infers  no  principle ;  it  infers  nothing  but  a  momentary  im- 
pulse of  a  bad  mind,  proceeding,  without  law  or  justice,  to 
the  execution  of  its  object.  For  at  the  same  time  that  it 
pays  no  regard  to  law,  it  does  not  debauch  it ;  it  does  not 
wrest  it  to  its  purposes.  The  law  disregarded  still  exists  ; 
and  hope  still  exists  in  the  sufferer,  that,  when  law  shall  be 
resorted  to,  violence  will  cease,  and  wrongs  will  be  redressed ; 
but  whenever  the  law  itself  is  debauched,  and  enters  into  a 
corrupt  coalition  with  violence,  robbery,  and  wrong,  then  all 
hope  is  gone ;  and  then  it  is  not  only  private  persons  that 
suffer,  but  the  law  itself  when  so  corrupted  is  often  perverted 
into  the  worst  instrument  of  fraud  and  violence.  It  then  be-  ' 
comes  most  odious  to  mankind,  and  an  infinite  aggravation  of 
every  injury  they  suffer. 

We  have  therefore  in  our  charge  strongly  reprobated  Sir 
Elijah  Impey's  going  to  take  such  affidavits. — Oh,  but  they 
say,  a  judge  may  take  an  affidavit  in  his  chamber  privately, 
and  he  may  take  an  affidavit,  though  not  exactly  in  the  place 
of  his  jurisdiction,  to  authenticate  a  bond,  or  the  like.  We 
are  not  to  be  cheated  by  words.  It  is  not  dirty  shreds  of 
worn  out  parchments,  the  sweepings  of  Westminster  Hall, 
that  shall  serve  us  in  place  of  that  justice  upon  which  the 
world  stands.  Affidavits !  We  know  that,  in  the  language 
of  our  courts,  affidavits  do  not  signify  a  body  of  evidence  to 
sustain  a  criminal  charge,  but  are  generally  relative  to  matter 
in  process  collateral  to  the  charge,  which,  not  coming  before 
the  jury,  are  made  known  to  the  judge  by  way  of  affidavit. 
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But  was  it  ever  heard,  or  will  it  be  borne,  that  a  person 
exercising  a  judicial  oflSice  under  his  majesty  should  walk  be- 
yond the  sphere  of  his  jurisdiction  ?  That  he  should  desert 
the  station  in  which  he  was  placed  for  the  protection  of  the 
natives,  and  should  march  to  such  a  place  as  Lucknow,  in 
order  to  take  depositions  for  criminating  persons  in  that  coun- 
try, without  so  much  as  letting  these  poor  victims  know  one 
article  in  the  depositions  so  taken  ?  These  depositions,  my 
lords,  were  made  to  criminate ;  they  were  meant  to  justify  a 
forfdture  ;  and  are  not  in  the  nature  of  those  voluntary  afSi- 
davits  which,  whether  made  within  jurisdiction  or  without, 
whether  made  publicly  or  privately,  signify  comparatively 
nothing  to  the  cause.  I  do  not  mean  to  say,  that  any  process 
of  any  court  has  not  its  weight,  when  the  matter  is  within  it 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  proceedings ;  it  is  the  extraor- 
dinary course,  the  extrajudicial  conduct,  which  divests  it  of 
that  just  weight  it  otherwise  would  have. 

This  chief  justice  goes  to  Lucknow,  where  he  holds  his 
court,  such  as  it  was.  He  is  ready  to  authenticate  any 
process,  by  the  signature  of  the  English  chief  justice,  in  a 
court  which  he  holds  by  night ;  in  a  court  which  be  holds  in 
darkness  and  secrecy.  He  holds  his  court  in  Fyzabad  :  he 
holds  it  unknown  to  the  nabob  of  Oude,  in  his  own  capital, 
and  without  giving  him  the  least  knowledge  of  or  any  notice 
of  what  he  was  proceeding  to  do.  He  holds  it  at  the  lodg- 
ings of  Colonel  Morgan,  a  pensioner  of  the  nabob,  and  the 
person  assisting  him  is  Mr.  Middleton,  who  is  likewise,  as  we 
have  proved  to  you,  one  of  the  nabob's  pensioners,  a  monopo- 
lizer of  trade  in  the  country,  and  a  person  who  received  much 
the  major  part  of  his  emoluments  from  the  nabob's  hands. 

In  that  clandestine  manner,  in  the  nabob's  own  house,  in 
his  own  capital  city,  in  the  lodging  of  his  dependent  and 
pensioner.  Colonel  Morgan,  with  no  other  witness  that  we 
know  of,  than  Mr.  Middleton,  was  this  iniquitovis,  dark  pro- 
cedure held,  to  criminate  the  mother  of  the  nabob.  We 
here  see  a  scene  of  dark,  mysterious  contrivance ;  let  us  now 
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see  what  is  brought  out  in  the  face  of  open  day.  The  attes- 
tations themselves,  which  you  have  seen  on  the  record  be- 
fore you.  They  were  brought  out ;  where  ?  there  ?  No  ; 
they  were  brought  out  in  another  place  ;  they  were  brought 
out  at  Calcutta ;  but  were  never  communicated  to  the  nabob. 
He  never  knew  any  thing  of  the  matter.  Let  us  now  see 
what  those  attestations  were :  your  lordships  will  bear  in 
mind,  that  I  do  not  advert  to  this  thing,  which  they  bring  as 
evidence,  in  the  way  of  imputation  of  its  being  weak,  im* 
proper,  and  insu£5cient  evidence,  but  as  an  incontrovertible 
proof  of  crimes,  and  of  a  systematic  design  to  ruin  the  ac- 
cused party,  by  force  there  and  by  chicane  here ;  these  are 
principles  upon  which  I  am  going  to  talk  to  you  upon  this 
abominable  subject ;  of  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  I  have  no 
words  sufficient  to  express  my  horror.  No  words  can  express 
it ;  nor  can  any  thing  but  the  severity  of  your  lordships' 
judgments  find  an  adequate  egression  of  it.  It  is  not  to  be 
expressed  in  words,  but  in  punishment. 

Having  stated  before  whom  the  evidence  collected  in  this 
body  of  affidavits  was  taken,  I  shall  now  state  who  the  per- 
sons were  that  gave  it ;  they  were  those  very  persons  who 
were  guilty  of  robbing  and  ruining  the  whole  country  :  yes, 
my  lords,  the  very  persons  who  had  been  accused  of  this  in 
the  mass,  by  Mr.  Hastings  himself.  They  were  nothing  less 
than  the  whole  body  of  those  English  officers,  who  were 
usurping  the  office  of  farmers-general,  and  other  lucrative 
offices  in  the  nabob's  government,  and  whose  pillage  and 
peculations  had  raised  a  revolt  of  the  whole  kingdom  against 
themselves.  These  persons  are  heiB  brought  in  a  mass  to 
clear  themselves  of  this  charge,  by  criminating  other  persons, 
and  clandestinely  imputing  to  them  the  eifect  of  their  own 
iniquity. 

But  supposing  these  witnesses  to  be  good  for  any  thing, 
supposing  it,  fit  that  the  least  attention  should  be  paid  them  ; 
the  matter  of  their  testimony  may  very  possibly  be  true, 
without  criminating  the  begum;   it  criminates   Saadit  Ali, 
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Khan,  the  brother  of  the  nabob ;  the  word  begum  is  never 
mentioned  in  the  crimination  but  in  conjunction  with  his^ 
and  much  the  greater  part  of  it  criminates  the  nabob  himself. 
Now,  my  lords,  I  will  say,  that  the  matter  of  these  affidavits, 
forgetting  who  the  deponents  were,  may  possibly  be  true,  as 
far  as  respects  Saadit  Ali  Khan  ;  but  that  it  is  utterly  as  im- 
probable, which  is  the  main  point  and  the  stress  of  the  thing, 
with  respect  to  the  begums,  as  it  is  impossible  with  respect 
to  the  nabob.     That  Saadit  Ali,  being  a  military  man,  a  man 
ambitious  and  aspiring  to  greatness,  should  take  advantage 
of  the  abuses  of  the  English  government  and  of  the  discon^ 
tent  of  the  country,  that  he  should,  I  say,  raise  a  revolt  against 
his  brother,  is  very  possible ;  but  it  is  scarcely  within  possi- 
bility, that  the  mother  of  the  nabob  should  have  joined  with 
the  illegitimate  son  against  her  legitimate  son.     I  can  only 
say  that,  in  human  affairs,  there  is  the  possibility  of  truth  in 
this.     It  is  possible  she  might  wish  to  depose  her  legitimate 
son,  her  only  legitimate  son,  and  to  depose  him  for  the  sake 
of  a  bastard  son  of  her  husband's,  to  exalt  him  at  the  expense 
of  the  former,  and  to  exalt  of  course  the  mother  of  that 
bastard  at  her  own  expense,  and  to  her  own  wrong.     But  I 
say,  that  this,  though  possible,  is  grossly  improbable.     The 
reason,  why  the  begum  is  implicated  in  this  charge  with 
Saadit  Ali  by  the  affidavits,  cannot    escape  your  notice. 
Their  own  acquittal  might  be  the  only  object  of  the  depo- 
nents, in  their  crimination  of  the  latter :  but  the  treasures  of 
the  former  were  the  objects  of  their  employers,  and  these 
treasures  could  not  be  come  at  buf;  by  the  destruction  of  the 
begums. 

But,  my  lords,  there  are  other  affidavits,  or  whatever  your 
lordships  may  call  them,  that  go  much  further.  In  order  to 
give  a  color  to  the  accusation,  and  make  it  less  improbable, 
they  say,  that  the  nabob  himself  was  at  the  bottom  of  it ; 
and  that  he  joined  with  his  brother  and  his  mother  to  extir- 
pate out  of  his  dominions  that  horrible  grievance,  the  English 
brigade  officers :-— those  English  officers  who  were  the  farmers- 
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general,  and  who,  as  we  have  proved  by  Mr.  Hastings's  own 
evidence,  had  ruined  the  country.     Nothing  is  more  natural, 
than  that  a  man,  sensible  of  his  duty  to  himself  and  his  sub- 
jects, should  form  a  scheme  to  get  rid  of  a  band  of  robbers, 
that  were  destroying  his  country,  and  degrading  and  ruining 
his  family.    Thus,  you  see,  a  family  compact  naturally  ac- 
counted for.     The  nabob  at  the  head  of  it ;  his  mother  join- 
ing her  own  son,  and  a  natural  brother  joining  in  the  general 
interests  of  the  family.     This  is  a  possible  case.    But  is  this 
the  case  pressed  by  them  ?    No ;  they  pass  slightly  over  the 
legitimate  son.    They  scarcely  touch  upon  Saadit  Ali  Khan ; 
they  sink  the  only  two  persons  that  could  give  probability  or 
possibility  to  this  business,  and  endeavor  to  throw  the  whole 
design  upon  these  two  unfortunate  women. 

Your  lordships  see  the  wickedness  and  baseness  of  the 
contrivance.  They  first,  in  order  to  keep  the  whole  family 
in  terror,  accuse  the  whole  family ;  then  having  possessed 
themselves  of  the  treasures  of  the  begums  upon  another  pre- 
tence, they  endeavor  to  fix  upon  them  that  improbable  guilt, 
which  they  had  with  some  degree  of  probability  charged 
upon  the  whole  family,  as  a  farther  justification  of  that 
spoliation.  Your  lordships  will  see  what  an  insult  is  offered 
to  the  peers  of  Great  Britain,  in  producing  before  you,  by 
way  of  defence,  such  gross,  scandalous,  and  fraudulent  pro- 
ceedings. 

>  Who  the  first  set  of  witnesses  were,  which  they  produced 
before  their  knight  errant,  chief  justice  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  who  . 
wandered  in  search  of  a  law  adventure,  I  have  laid  open  to 
your  lordships.  You  have  now  had  an  account  of  the  scan- 
dalous manufacture  of  that  batch  of  affidavits,  which  was  in 
the  budget  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey ;  that  Pandora's  box,  which 
I  have  opened,  and  out  of  which  has  issued  every  kind  of 
evil.  Tliis  chief  justice  went  up  there  with  the  death  war- 
want  of  the  begums'  treasures,  and,  for  aught  he  knew,  the 
death  warrant  of  their  persons.  At  the  same  time  that  he 
took  these  affidavits,  he  became  himself  a  witness  in  this 
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business;  he  appears  as  a  witness.  How?  Did  he  know 
any  one  circumstance  of  the  rebellion  ?  No ;  be  does  not 
even  pretend  to  do  so.  But,  says  he,  in  my  travels  I  was 
obliged  to  avoid  Fyzabad,  upon  account  of  the  suspected  re- 
bellion there.  Another  chief  justice  would  have  gone  fifty 
miles  about  to  avoid  Lucknow,  for  every  body  knows  that 
Lucknow  was  the  focus  and  centre  of  extortion,  corruption, 
and  peculation  ;  and  that  a  worse  air  for  the  lungs  of  a  chief 
justice  could  not  be  found  in  the  world.  If  his  lungs  wanted 
the  benefit  of  pure  air,  he  would  even  have  put  himself  in 
the  focus  of  a  risbellion,  to  have  kept  at  a  distance  from  the 
smell  of  carrion  and  putrid  corruption  of  every  kind  that  was 
at  Lucknow. 

A  chief  justice  may  go  to  a  place  where  a  rebellion  is 
raging,  he  may  die  a  martyr  to  his  honor.  But  a  chief  jus- 
tice, who  puts  himself  into  the  focus  of  peculation,  into  the 
focus  of  bribery,  into  the  focus  of  every  thing  that  is  base 
and  corrupt ;  what  can  we  expect  from  him  but  that  he  will 
be  engaged  in  clandestine  jobs  there !  The  former  might 
kill  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  the  knight  errant,  but  the  chief  justice 
would  remain  pure  and  entire ;  whereas  Sir  Elijah  Impey 
has  escwped  from  Lucknow,  and  the  chief  justice  is  left  by 
Mr.  Hastings  to  shift  for  himself. 

After  mentioning  this  violation  of  the  laws  of  hospitality 
by  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  I  would  ask,  was  any  notice  given  by 
him,  or  by  any  of  Mr.  Hastings's  agents,  to  the  nabob,  who 
was  so  immediately  interested  in  this  matter?  Was  any 
notice  given  to  the  begums,  that  any  such  charge  was  enter- 
tained against  them  ?  Not  a  word*  Was  it  notified  to  the 
eunuchs  ?  Was  it  to  Saadit  Ali  Khan  ?  Not  a  word ;  they 
were  all  within  their  power.  The  eunuchs  were  a  year  in 
irons,  and  they  were  subjected  to  the  want  of  food  and  water, 
for  a  part  of  that  year.  They  were  dragged  from  Fyzabad 
to  Lucknow,  and  from  Lucknow  to  Fyzabad.  During  all 
that  time,  was  there  a  word  mentioned  to  them  by  any  one 
person  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hastings,  that  they  were  accused 
of  this  matter  ?    Not  a  word. 
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We  DOW  submit  to  your  lordships'  vindictive  justice  and 
condemnation  this  recriminatory  defence,  in  which  every 
principle  of  justice  has  been  violated  ;  and  now  I  will  ask 
your  lordships,  whether  you  would  have  suffered  such  a  pro- 
cedure in  the  case  of  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  ?    It  was  asked 
by  a  person  of  great  authority  in  this  house,  when  we  were 
going  to  produce  certain  evidence  against  Mr.  Hastings,  (we 
do  not  say  whether  we  offered  to  produce  it  properly  or  im- 
properly,  that  is  another  matter,)  we  were  asked,  I  say, 
whether  our  intentions  of  producing  that  evidence  had  been 
communicated  to  Mr.  Hastings  ?    Had  he  had  an  opportunity 
of  cross-examining  the  witnesses  who  had  given  that  evi- 
dence ?    No ;   he  added,   that  evidence  must  be  rejected. 
Now  I  say  to  your  lordships,  upon  the  same  ground,  deal  with 
the  begums  as  you  dealt  with  Mr.  Hastings.  Do  not  keep  two 
weights  and  measures  for  different  persons  in  the  same  cause. 
You  would  not  suffer  such  evidence  to  be  produced  against 
him ;  you  will  not  assuredly  suffer  such  evidence  to  be  pro- 
duced to  you  in  his  favor  and  against  them. 

My  lords,  the  cause  between  this  man  and  these  unfortu- 
nate women  is  at  last  come  into  Westminster  Hall.  The 
cause  is  come  to  a  solemn  trial ;  and  we  demand  other  wit- 
nesses and  other  kinds  of  proof  than  what  these  affidavits 
furnish.  My  lords,  the  persons  who  have  been  examined 
here  are  almost  all  of  them  the  same  persons  who  made  these 
affidavits ;  but  there  is  this  material  difference  in  their  evi- 
dence. At  your  lordships'  bar  they  sunk  all  those  parts  of 
their  former  evidence  which  criminated  the  nabob  and  Saadit 
Ali,  and  confined  their  testimony  wholly  to  what  related  to 
the  begums.  We  were  obliged,  by  a  cross-examination,  to 
squeeze  out  of  them  the  disavowal  of  what  they  had  deposed 
on  the  former  occasion.  The  whole  of  their  evidence  we 
leave  to  the  judgment  of  your  lordships,  with  these  summary 
remarks, — first,  that  they  are  the  persons  who  were  to  profit 
by  their  own  wrong :  they  are  the  persons  who  had  seven 
months'  arrears  paid  to  them  out  of  the  money  of  these  un- 
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forti^nate  ladies :  they  are  the  persons  wbo^  to  justify  the 
revolt  which  they  had  caused  in  the  country  by  their  robbery, 
charge  their  own  guilt  upon  others.  The  credibility  of  their 
evidence  is  therefore  gone ;  but,  if  it  were  not  affected  by 
these  circumstances,  Mr.  Hastings  has  put  an  end  to  it  by 
telling  you,  that  there  is  not  one  of  them  who  is  to  be  cred- 
ited upon  his  oath ;  no,  not  in  a  court  martial  ,*  and  can  it 
therefore  be  expected,  that  in  a  case  of  peculation,  they  will 
do  otherwise  than  acquit  the  party  accused  ?  He  has  himself 
laid  before  you  the  horrible  state  of  the  whole  service ;  your 
lordships  have  it  fresh  in  your  memories,  and  ringing  in  youfr 
ears.  You  have  also  heard  from  witnesses  brought  by  Mn 
Hastings  himself,  that  these  soldiers  committed  misdemeanors 
of  the  very  same  kind  with  those  which  we  have  stated. 
They  ought  not  therefore  to  be  listened  to  for  a  moment ; 
and  we  aver  that  it  i^  an  aggravation  of  the  prisoner's  crimes, 
that  he  has  brought  the  instruments  of  his  guilt,  the  persons 
of  whom  he  has  complained  as  having  ruined  and  destroyed 
that  country,  and  whom  he  had  engaged  at  the  nabob's  de- 
sire, in  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  to  send  out  of  the  country,  as 
being  a  nuisance  in  it ;  to  bring,  I  say,  these  people  here,  to 
criminate,  at  a  distance  of  nine  thousand  miles,  these  unfor- 
tunate women,  where  they  have  neither  attorney  nor  agent 
who  can  from  local  knowledge  cross-examine  them.  He  ha^ 
the  audacity  to  bring  these  people  here  i  and  in  what  manner 
they  comport  themselves  when  they  come  here,  your  lordr 
ships  have  seen. 

There  is  one  of  them  whom  we  cannot  pass  by ;  that  is 
Captain  Gordon.  The  other  witnesses,  who  appeared  here  a3 
evidences  to  criminate  the  begums,  did  it  by  rumors  and 
hearsays.  They  had  heard  some  person  say  that  the  begums 
had  encouraged  rebellion,  always  coupling  them  with  Saadit 
Ali  Khan,  and  sometimes  with  the  nabob,  because  there 
might  have  been  some  probability  for  their  charge  in  the 
transactions  with  Saadit  Ali  Khan,  which,  though  impossible 
with  regard  to  th^  begums,  they  thought  would  implicate 
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him  ia  his  designs.   But  Captain  Grordon  is  to  give  a  different 
account  of  the  proceedings. 

Captain  Gordon  was  one  of  Colonel  Hannay's  under-farm- 
ers — ^he  was  hunted  out  of  the  country,  and,  as  one  of  the 
begums  says,  pursued  by  a  thousand  of  the  zemindars,  for 
robbing  the  whole  country.  This  woman,  through  respect 
to  the  British  name,  that  name  which  guarantied  her  posses- 
sions to  her,  receives  this  Captain  Gordon  and  Captain 
Williams  with  every  mark  of  kindness,  hospitality,  and  pro- 
tection, that  could  be  given  them.  She  conveys  them  from 
the  borders  to  the  city  of  Pyzabad,  and  from  Fyzabad,  her 
capital,  supposed  to  be  the  nest  of  her  rebellion,  on  to  their 
place  of  destination.  They  both  write  her  letters  full  of 
expressions  of  gratitude  and  kindness  for  the  services  that 
they  had  received.  They  then  pass  on  to  Lucknow  to  Sir 
Elijah  Impey,  and  there  they  sink  every  word  of  kindness — 
of  any  service  or  protection  that  they  had  received ;— or  of 
any  acknowledgment  that  they  had  ever  made  of  it.  They 
sink  all  this  ;  not  one  word  of  it  appears  in  their  affidavits. 

How  then  did  we  come  to  the  knowledge  of  it  ?  We  got 
it  from  Major  Gilpin,  who  was  examined  in  the  course  of 
these  proceedings,  and  we  used  it  in  our  charge^  from  the 
papers  that  we  hold  in  our  hands.  Mr.  Hastings  has  con- 
fessed the  fact,  and  Mr.  Middleton  has  endeavored  to  slur  it 
over,  but  could  not  completely  Conceal  it.  We  have  estab- 
lished the  fact,  and  it  is  in  evidence  before  your  lordships. 

You  have  now,  then,  in  this  manner,  got  these  testimonials 
given  by  English  officers  in  favor  of  these  women  ;  and  by 
the  same  means  the  letters  of  the  latter  accusing  the  former 
are  come  to  your  hands  ;  and  now  these  same  English  offi- 
cers come  here  with  their  recriminatory  accusation.  Now, 
why  did  they  not  make  it  at  Lucknow  ?  Why  did  not  Mr. 
Hastings,  when  Mr.  Middleton  had  such  papers  for  him  in 
his  hands,  why,  I  ask,  did  not  Mr.  Hastings  procure  some 
explanation  of  the  circumstances  whilst  he  was  in  India? 
I  will  read  your  lordships  the  letter,  that  you  may  not  only 
know,  but  feel  the  iniquity  of  this  business. 
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Letter  frmh  the  Mother  of  the   Vizier  to  Mr.  Hastings^ 
received  the  6th  of  January^  1782. 

'*  Our  situation  is  pretty  well,  and  your  good  health  is  con- 
stantly prayed  for,  I  had  sent  Behar  Ali  Khan  to  you. 
Accordingly  people  invented  a  falsehood,  that  Behar  Ali 
Khan  was  gone  to  get  the  deputyship  of  the  Soubah  ;  and 
some  persons  here  were  saying,  wherefore  has  she  sent  Behar 
Ali  Khan  to  Calcutta  to  the  Nawab  Amaud  ul  Dowlab  ?  We 
will  never  permit  the  a£fair  to  succeed  :  and  accordingly  it  has 
so  happened.  For  they  say,  that  you  also  have  not  put  your 
seal  to  the  treaty  :  and  the  people  here  say,  why  does  the 
noble  lady  correspond  with  the  English  gentlemen  ?  On  this 
account,  I  did  not  send  a  letter  at  the  time  when  you  came 
this  way.  Now  the  state  of  affairs  here  is  thus  y — ^On  the 
27th  Zehedja,  Azoph  ul  Dowlah  Behadur,  without  my 
knowledge,  sent  his  own  aumils  into  my  jaghire.  I  accord- 
ingly wrote  several  times  to  Mr.  Middleton  on  this  business ; 
that  his  seal  was  to  the  treaty  and  writing  of  discharge. 
Why  did  he  not  negotiate  in  my  favor?  Mr.  Middleton 
replied,  the  Nawab  is  the  master.  I  wrote  frequently,  but 
without  effect.  Being  helpless,  I  represent  to  you  the  state 
of  my  affairs,  that  notwithstanding  the  existence  of  this 
treaty,  I  have  been  treated  in  this  manner.  It  is  useless  for 
me  to  stay  here.  Whatever  is,  is  a  compact ;  whenever  any 
one  deviates  from  his  compact,  he  meets  with  no  credit  for 
the  future  ;  and  the  light  of  mine  eyes,  Asoph  ul  Dowlah, 
wrote  to  me,  that  he  had  sent  his  own  aumils  into  my  jag- 
hires,  and  would  pay  ready  money  from  his  treasury.  Re- 
flect on  my  security  for  his  adhering  to  his  future  engage- 
ments, from  the  consideration  of  his  conduct  under  his  past 
promises.  I  do  not  agree  to  his  ready  money.  Let  me  have 
my  jaghire  as  formerly ;  otherwise,  leaving  this  place,  I  will 
wait  on  you  at  Benares,  and  thence  will  go  towards  Shah 
Jehan  Abad,  because  he  has  not  adhered  to  his  engagement. 
Send  letters  to  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  and  to  Mr.  Middleton,  and 
21* 
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Hussein  Reza  Khan,  and  Hyder  Beg  Eh&n,  not  to  molest  the 
begum's  jaghire  ]  and  to  let  them  remain  as  formerly  with 
the  begum's  aumils.  And  it  is  here  suspected  of  me,  that 
my  aumil  plundered  the  property  of  Mr.  John  Gordon.  The 
case  is  this  :  Mr.  John  Gordon  arrived  at  Tanda,  a  jaghire  of 
mine,  fighting  with  the  zemindars  of  Akberpoor,  which 
belongs  to  the  Khalsch.  Accordingly,  Mr.  John  Gordon 
having  come  to  Tanda,  my  aumil  performed  whatever  apper* 
tained  to  his  duty.  Afterwards  Mr.  John  Gordon  wrote  to 
me  to  send  my  people,  that  he  might  come  with  them  to 
Fyzabad.  I  sent  people  accordingly  to  bring  Mr.  John  Gor- 
don ;  and  the  said  gentleman  arrived  here  in  complete  safety : 
and  Mr.  John  Gordon  is  now  present.  Ask  him  yourself  of 
these  matters.  Mr.  John  Gordon  will  represent  matters  in 
detail :  the  truth  will  then  become  known,  how  ill  founded 
the  calumny  is.  Should  you  come  here  for  a  few  days  it  will 
be  very  well ;  and  if  not,  I  will  wait  on  you  ;  and  your  com- 
ing here  is  very  necessary,  that  all  my  affairs  may  become 
arranged.  And  send  a  speedy  answer  to  my  letters,  and  a 
letter  to  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  and  Mr.  Middleton,  and  Hussein 
Reza  Kh&n,  and  Hyder  Beg  Khan,  on  the  subject  of  ceasing 
to  molest  my  jaghires ;  and  send  me  constantly  news  of 
your  health,  for  my  peace  of  mind  depends  thereon.'^ 

This  letter  was  transmitted  to  Mr.  Hastings.  I  desire 
your  lordships  will  remark  upon  this  letter,  for  it  is  a  most 
important  one  indeed.  It  is  hardly  worth  observing  that 
all  this  correspondence  came  out  of  the  various  trunks,  of 
which  your  lordships  have  already  heard  ;  and  that  this  letter 
is  out  of  the  trunk  of  Mr.  Hastings's  private  Persian  secre- 
tary and  interpreter,  Mr.  Jonathan  Scott.  Now,  my  lords,  in 
this  letter  there  are  several  things  worthy  of  your  lordships' 
observation.  The  first  is,  that  this  woman  is  not  conscious 
of  having  ever  been  accused  of  any  rebellion  ;  the  only  accu- 
sation that  ever  came  to  her  ears  was,  that  Captain  Gordon 
said,  that  his  baggage  had  been  robbed  by  one  of  her  aumils. 
She  denies  the  truth  of  this  charge  ;  and  she  produces  testi- 
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menials  of  their  good  behavior  to  him ;  and,  what  is  the 
essential  point  of  all,  she  desires  Mr.  Hastings  to  apply  to 
this  Mr.  John  Gordon,  and  to  know  from  him  what  truth  or 
falsehood  there  is  in  that  accusation,  and  what  weight  there 
is  in  the  attestation  she  produces.  ''Mr.  Gordon  is  now 
present,"  says  she,  '^  ask  him  yourself  of  these  matters." 
This  reasonable  request  was  not  complied  with.  Mr.  Gordon 
swears  before  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  to  the  robbery  ;  but  he  never 
mentions  the  paper  he  had  written,  in  which  he  confessed 
that  he  owed  his  life  to  this  very  lady.  No  inquiry  was 
made  into  this  matter.  Colonel  Hannay  was  then  alive ; 
Captain  Gordon  was  alive,  and  she  refers  to  him ;  yet  that 
Very  man  was  sworn  before  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  and  accuses 
his  prisoner.  Did  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  make  that  attes- 
tation known  to  the  begums,  whose  letter  at  that  very  time 
was  in  his  possession  in  Mr.  Scott's  trunk — ^that  very  letter 
in  which  he  is  desired  to  make  the  inquiry  from  Captain 
Gordon  ? 

Mr.  Hastings  is  acquainted  with  the  facts  stated  by  the 
begums  and  with  Captain  Gordon's  accusation.  Did  he  after- 
wards inform  her  of  this  accusation,  or  did  he  ask  this 
Captain  Gordon  one  question  in  India,  where  the  matter 
might  be .  ventilated  ?  Not  one  word,  my  lords ;  therefore 
we  fix  upon  him  fraud,  deceit,  and  the  production  of  false 
evidence,  after  the  woman  had  desired  to  have  the  man, 
who  was  the  evidence  against  her,  examined  upon  the  spot. 
This  he  does  not  do,  but  with  much  more  prudence  he 
brings  him  here.  And  for  what  ?  To  discredit  his  own 
testimony,  and  the  written  evidence.  And  bow  does  he  dis* 
credit  them  ? — ^there  are  two  of  these  papers,  which  I  beg 
leave  to  read  to  your  lordships. 

Copy  of  a  letter  to  Jewar  and  Behar  Ali  Khan,  from  Mr. 
Gordon  : — "  Sirs.  My  indulgent  friends,  remain  under,  &c. 
6^0,  &c.  After  compliments,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform 
you,  that  yesterday,  having  taken  leave  of  you,  I  passed  the 
night  at  Noorgunge,  and  next  morning,  about  ten  or  eleven 
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o'clock,  through  your  favor  and  benevolence,  arrived  safe  al 
Gooudah.  Mur  Aboo  Buhsh  zemindar  and  Mur  Rustum  Ally 
accompanied  me." 

"  To  what  extent  can  I  prolong  the  praises  of  you,  my 
beneficent  friends  ?  May  the  Supreme  Being,  for  this  benign, 
compassionate,  humane  action,  have  you  in  his  keeping,  and 
increase  your  property,  and  speedily  grant  me  the  pleasure  of 
an  interview,  until  which  time  continue  to  favor  me  with 
friendly  letters,  and  oblige  me  by  any  commands  in  my 
power  to  execute ;  may  your  wishes  be  ever  crowned  with 
success  !     My  comidiments,"  &c,  &c.  &c. 

Copy  of  an  address  from  Mr.  Gordon  to  the  begum ; — 
"  Begum  Saib  of  exalted  dignity  and  generosity,  whom  God 
preserve.  After  presenting  the  usual  professions  of  servitude^ 
&c.  in  the  customary  manner,  my  address  is  presented." 

"  Your  gracious  letter,  in  answer  to  the  petition  of  your 
servant,  from  Gooudah,  exalted  me.  From  the  contents,  I 
became  unspeakably  impressed  with  the  honor  it  conferred. 
May  the  Almighty  protect  that  royal  purity,  and  bestow  hap- 
piness, increase  of  wealth  and  prosperity.  The  welfare  of 
your  servant  is  entirely  owing  to  your  favor  and  benevo- 
lence ;  a  few  days  have  elapsed  since  I  arrived  at  Gooudah, 
with  the  Colonel  Saib." 

^^This  is  presented  for  your  highness's  information^  I 
cherish  hopes  from  your  generosity,  that  considering  me  in 
the  light  of  one  of  your  servants,  always  continue  to  exalt 
and  honor  me  with  your  gracious  letters.  May  the  sun  of 
prosperity  continually  shine." 

These  acknowledgments  of  the  begum's  friendly  disposi- 
tion and  services  were  concealed,  when  the  charge  was  made 
against  this  woman  at  Lucknow,  before  Sir  Elijah  Impey. 
I  wish  to  impress  this  upon  your  lordships'  mind  ;  and  that 
before  Mr.  Hastings  left  Bengal,  in  the  trunk  of  Major  Scott| 
his  private  Persian  interpreter,  was  this  letter.  Did  he  make 
that  inquiry  of  Captain  Gordon  ?  No.  Did  he  make  that 
inquiry  of  Colonel  Hannay  ?    Did  he  make  any  inquiry  into 
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the  matter  after  his  perosal  of  these  letters ;  or  did  he  give 
this  poor  woman  any  opportunity  of  obtaining  justice  against 
this  Captain  Oordon,  who^  after  acknowledging  that  he  owed 
his  life  to  her  favor,  calumniates  and  traduces  her  to  her  utter 
destruction  ?  No  ;  he  never  did,  and  therefore  he  is  charge- 
able, and  I  charge  him  with  every  thing  that  is  wrongful  in 
Captain  Gordon's  evidence. 

These  papers,  which  carry  with  them  a  clear  refutation  of 
all  the  charges  against  the  begums,  are  never  once  produced, 
though  Captain  Gordon  was  referred  to  expressly  for  inquiry 
and  explanation  of  the  whole  transaction,  by  the  woman  her- 
self. You  hear  nothing  of  them ;  there  is  no  appearance  of 
them  in  the  affidavits ;  no  such  papers  were  laid  before  the 
supreme  council ;  none  were*  transmitted  to  the  court  of  di- 
rectors :  but  at  last  the  House  of  Commons  having  come  at 
the  truth  of  this  matter,  Mr.  Hastings,  not  daring  to  deny 
the  existence  of  these  papers,  brings  Captain  Gordon  to  be 
examined  here,  in  order  to  prove  that  papers  which  he  had 
himself  written  were  false.  Is  this  to  be  tolerated  ?  What 
will  your  lordships  think  of  a  man  that  comes  to  attest  his 
own  infamy ;  to  declare  that  he  has  written  papers  containing 
falsehoods,  and  to  invalidate  the  false  testimony  which  he 
had  before  given  ?  Is  he  to  be  suffered,  I  say,  to  come  here, 
and  endeavor  to  prove  the  absolute  falsity  of  his  own  deeds, 
by  his  own  evidence  ? 

The  next  point  for  your  loidships'  consideration  is  the 
evidence  which  he  produces  to  prove  the  falsity  of  a  paper 
written  by  himself.  Why,  he  himself  is  the  sole  evidence. 
And  how  does  he  prove  it  ?  Why,  says  he,  the  reason  of  my 
writing  that  letter  was  this  ;  she  had  sent  a  person  with  me 
as  an  escort,  and  this  person  was  desirous  of  receiving  some 
proof  that  he  had  done  his  duty ;  and,  therefore,  I '  wrote  a 
complaisant  letter.  I  meant  nothing  by  it.  It  was  written 
merely  to  satisfy  the  mind  of  the  man.  Now,  is  that  the 
way  in  which  formal  and  solemn  letters,  written  upon  great 
occasions  to  great  people,  are  to  be  explained  away  ?     If  he 
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had  said  nothing  but— -your  servant — such  a  one,  has  done 
his  duty, — ^this  explanation  might  pass.  But,  you  see,  it  has 
another  complexion.  It  speaks  of  his  owing  his  life  to  her. 
But  if  you  admit  that  it  is  possible,  (for  possibilities  have  an 
unknown  extent,)  that  he  wrote  such  a  letter  at  such  a  time, 
and  for  such  a  purpose ;  and  that  the  letter  he  wrote  was 
false,  and  that  the  falsity  of  the  letter  is  proved  by  his  own 
testimony,  given  in  an  affidavit,  which  we  have  also  reason 
to  believe  is  false,  your  lordships  must  at  the  same  time  ad- 
mit, that  it  is  one  of  the  most  complex  pieces  of  fraud  and 
falsehood  that  I  believe  ever  existed  in  the  world.  But  it  is 
worse  than  all  this.  There  is  another  letter,  written  some 
days  after,  which  I  will  read  to  you,  and  which  he  hfeis  not 
pretended  to  say  was  written  only  to  testify  that  a  messenger 
had  executed  his  commission  properly : — '*  Your  gracious 
letter,"  (he  thus  writes,) — "  in  answer  to  the  petition  of  your 
servant  from  Gooudah,  exalted  me.  Prom  the  contents,  I 
became  unspeakably  impressed  with  the  honor  it  conferred." 

My  lords,  this  letter  was  not  sent  back  by  a  messenger,  in 
acknowbdgment  of  his  having  done  his  duty;  but  was 
written  in  consequence  of  a  correspondence  in  the  nature  <y( 
a  l^etiti'on,  for  something  or  other,  which  he  made  to  the  be^ 
gum.  That  petition  they  have  suppressed  and  sunk.  It  is 
plain,  however,  that  the  petition  had  been  sent,  and  was 
granted ;  and  therefore  the  apology  that  is  madd  for  the  for- 
mer letter  does  not  apply  to  this  letter,  which  was  written 
afterwards. 

How  then  do  they  attempt  to  get  rid  of  this  difficulty  ? 
Why,  says  Captain  Gordon,  "  the  Colonel  Saib,  (by  whom 
was  meant  Colonel  Hannay,)  was  not  at  Gooudah,  as  stated 
in  the  letter,  but  at  Succara,  about  eighteen  miles  from  it,  and 
therefore  you  ought  not  to  pay  much  regard  to  this  paper  :  " 
but  h6  does  not  deny  the  letter,  nor  was  it  possible  for  him 
to  deny  it.  He  says.  Colonel  Hannay  was  liot  there ;  but 
how  do  we  know  whether  Colonel  Hannay  was  there  or  not  ? 
We  have  only  his  own  word  for  it ; — but  supposing  he  was 
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not  there,  and  that  it  was  clearly  proved  that  he  was  eighteen 
miles  distant  from  it,  Major  Naylor  was  certainly  with  Cap- 
tain Gordon  at  the  time.     Might  not  his  Persian  scribe  (for 
he  does  not  pretiend  to  say  he  wrote  the  letter  himself)  take 
Major  Naylor  for  a  colonel,  (for  he  was  the  saperior  officer  to 
Captain  Gordon,)  and  think  him  the  Colonel  Saib  ?  for  errors 
of  that  kind  may  he  committed  in  our  own  country.     Every 
day  we  may  take  a  major  for  a  lieutenant-colonel.    This  was 
an  error  that  might  easily  have  happened  in  such  a  case.    He 
was  in  as  high  rank  as  Colonel  Hannay,  for  Colonel  Hannay 
at  that  time  was  only  a  major ;  I  do  not  believe  either  of 
them  was  properly  entitled  to  the  name  of  Colonel  Saib.     I 
am  ashamed,  my  lords,  to  be  obliged  to  remark  upon  this 
{vevarication.     Their  own  endeavors  to  get  rid  of  their  own 
written  acts,  by  contradictory  evidence  and  false  construc- 
tions, sufficiently  clear  these  women  of  the  crimes  of  which 
they  were  accused ;  and  I  may  now  ask  the  prisoner  at 
your  bar,  how  he  dares  to  produce  Captain  Gordon  here,-^ 
how  he  dares  thus  to  insult  the  peers — how  he  dares  thus 
to  insult  the  public  justice  of  his  country ;  after  not  having 
dared  to  inquire  upon  the  spot  of  this  man,  to  whom  he  was  re- 
ferred by  the  begums,  for  an  account  of  this  very  transaction  ? 
I  hope  your  lordships  have  got  enough  of  this  kind  of  evi- 
dence.   All  the  rest  is  of  the  same  batch,  and  of  the  same 
description ;  made  up  of  nothing  but  hearsays,  except  in  one 
particular  only.    This  I  shall  now  mention  to  your  lordships. 
Colonel  Popham  and  another  gentleman  have  told  you,  that 
in  a  battle  with  Cheit  Sing's  forces,  they  took  prisoners  two 
wounded  nudjeeves,  or  swordsmen,  and  that  these  men  told 
them,  that  they  w^re  sent  by  the  begums :  that  they  had  got 
two  rupees  and  two  wounds  ;  but  that  they  thought  two  ru- 
pees a  bad  compensation  for  two  wounds.    These  two  men, 
with  their  two  wounds  and  two  rupees,  had  however  been 
dismissed.    It  does  not  appear  that  this  accident  was  con- 
ddered   by  these  officers  to  be  of  consequence  enough  to 
make  them  ever  tell  one  word  of  it  to  Mr.  Hastings,  though 
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they  knew  he  was  collecting  e\ridence  of  the  dimffection  of 
the  begums,  of  all  kinds,  good,  bad,  and  indifferent,  from  all 
sorts  of  persons. 

My  lords,  I  must  beg  lea^e  to  say  a  few  words  upon  this 
matter ;  because  I  consider  it  as  one  of  the  most  outrageous 
violations  of  your  lordships'  dignity,  and  the  greatest  insult 
that  was  ever  offered  to  a  court  of  justice*  A  nudjeeve  is  a 
soldier  armed  with  a  sword.  It  appears  in  evidence  that  the 
nabob  had  several  corps  of  nudjeeves  in  his  service  ;  that  the 
begums  had  some  nudjeeves ;  and  that  Colonel  Hannay  had 
a  corps  of  nudjeeves.  It  is  well  known  that  every  prince  in 
Hindostan  has  soldiers  of  that  description,  in  like  manner 
probably  as  the  princes  of  Europe  have  their  guards.  The 
whole  then  amounts  to  this ;  that  a  story  told  by  two  men, 
who  were  wounded  in  an  action  far  from  the  place  from 
which  they  were  supposed  to  come ;  who  were  not  regularly 
examined ;  not  cross-examined ;  not  even  kept  for  examina- 
tion, and  whose  evidence  was  never  reported,  is  to  be  a 
reason  why  you  are  to  believe  that  these  begums  were  con- 
cerned in  a  rebellion  against  their  son,  and  deserved  to  forfeit 
all  their  lands  and  goods,  and  to  suffer  the  indignities  that 
we  have  stated. 

My  lords,  I  am  really  ashamed  to  mention  so  scandalous  a 
thing  ;  but  let  us  put  a  case,  let  us  suppose,  that  we  had  ac* 
cused  Mr.  Hastings  of  instigating  the  rajah  of  Berar  to  fall 
upon  some  of  the  country  powers ;  and  that  the  evidence  we 
produced  at  your  bar  to  prove  it  was,  that  an  officer  had 
taken  two  nudjeeves,  who  declared  they  were  instigated  by 
Mr.  Hastings  to  go  into  the  service  of  that  rajah.  Gould  you 
bear  such  a  thing  ?  would  you  suffer  such  evidence  to  be  pro- 
duced ?  or  do  you  think  that  we  should  have  so  little  regard 
for  our  own  reputation,  as  to  venture  to  produce  such  evi- 
dence before  you  ?  Again,  we  have  charged  Mr.  Hastings 
with  committing  several  acts  of  violence  against  the  begums. 
Let  us  suppose  our  proof  to  be,  that  two  persons,  who  never 
appeared  before  nor  since ;  that  two  grenadiers  in  English 
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nniforms,  (which  would  be  a  great  deal  stronger  than  the 
case  of  the  nudjeeves,  because  they  have  no  particular  uniform 
belonging  to  them,)  that  two  English  grenadiers,  I  say,  had 
been  taken  prisoners  in  some  action  and  let  go  again^  who 
said  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  instigated  them  to  make  war  upon 
the  begums,  would  your  lordships  suffer  such  evidence  to  be 
produced  before  you  ?  No ;  and  yet  two  of  the  first  women 
in  India  are  to  be  stripped  of  all  they  have  in  the  world  upon 
no  better  evidence,  than  that  which  you  would  utterly  re* 
ject. 

Tou  would  not  disgrace  the  British  peerage ;  you  would 
not  disgrace  this  court  of  justice ;  you  'would  not  disgrace 
human  reason  itself,  by  confiscating  on  such  evidence  the 
meanest  property  of  the  meanest  wretch.  You  would  not 
subject  to  the  smallest  fine  for  the  smallest  delinquency,  upon 
such  evidence.  I  will  venture  to  say  that  in  an  action  of 
assault  and  battery,  or  in  an  action  for  the  smallest  sum,  such 
evidence  would  be  scouted  as  odious  and  contemptible,  even 
supposing  that  a  perfect  reliance  might  be  placed  upon  its 
truth.  And  yet  this  is  the  sort  of  evidence  upon  which  the 
property,  the  dignity,  and  the  rank  of  some  of  the  first  per- 
sons in  Asia,  are  to  be  destroyed  ;  by  which  a  British  guar- 
anty and  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  crown  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  of  the  parliament  itself,  which  sent  out  this  man, 
are  to  be  forfeited. 

Observe,  besides,  my  lords,  that  the  two  swordsmen  said 
they  were  sent  by  the  begums.  Now  they  could  not  be  sent 
by  the  begums,  in  their  own  person.  This  was  a  thing  in 
India  impossible.  They  might,  indeed,  have  been  sent  by 
Jewar  and  Behar  Ali  Khan :  and  then  we  ask  again,  how 
came, these  ministers  not  to  be  called  to  an  account  at  the 
time  ?  why  were  they  not  called  upon  for  their  muster  rolls 
of  these  nudjeeves  7  No ;  these  men  and  women  suffer  the 
penalty,  but  they  never  hear  the  accusation  nor  the  evi- 
dence- 
But  to  proceed  with  the  evidence  of  this  pretended  rebel- 
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lion.  Gaptain  Williams  has  told  your  lordships,  that  he  once 
had  a  great  number  of  letters  and  papers  to  prove  this  rebel- 
lion of  the  begums.  But  he  declares  that  he  has  lost  all 
these  letters.  A  search  was  ordered  to  be  made  in  Mr.  Hast* 
ings's  record-office,  called  a  trunk ;  and  accordingly  in  the 
trunk  is  found  a  paper  worthy  of  such  a  place  and  such  a 
cause.  This  letter,  which  has  been  made  use  of  to  crimi- 
nate the  begums,  has  not  their  names  mentioned,  nor  is  there 
any  possibility  of  their  being  included  in  it.  By  this  paper 
which  is  preserved,  you  may  judge  of  the  whole  of  the  pa- 
pers that  are  lost  Such  a  letter,  I  believe,  was  never  before 
brought  as  evidence  in  a  court  of  justice.  It  is  a  letter  said 
to  have  been  intercepted,  and  is  as  follows : 

"  To  the  most  noble  •  *  *  *  •  whose  prosperity  be  ever^ 
lasting.  It  is  represented  that  the  august  Purwanah  (com- 
mand) having  completed  his  honorable  arrival  on  the  16th  of 
the  month  in  the  evening,  highly  exalted  me  ;  it  is  ordered 
that  I  should  charge  Medeporee  and  the  other  enrolled  sepoys 
belonging  to  my  district,  and  take  bonds  from,  them  that 
none  of  them  go  for  service  to  the  rajah ;  and  that  when 
foiu  hundred  or  five  hundred  jnen,  nudjeeves  and  others,  are 
collected,  I  should  send  them  to  the  presence,  according  to 
the  order  I  have  written  to  Brejunekar  Shah  Rehemet  Ulla, 
who  is  in  Bhooaparah,  charging  him  to  take  bonds .  from 
them  J  and  that  whatever  sepoys  fit  for  service  are  collected, 
he  should  send  to  the  presence.  As  at  this  time  the  wind  is 
contrary,  the  sepoys  will  not  *  •  *  *  without  travelling 
charges  ;  for  I  have  learnt  from  a  letter  previously  received 
from  Brejunekar  Shah  Rehemet  UUah,  that  the  people  there 
also  are  badly  inclined  ;  by  the  grace  of  God,  the  unalterable 
glory  sh^l  be  *  *  *  •  ♦  Zehan  Beg  and  the  nudjeeves  who 
were  in  the  fort  of  Aneelah  have  gone  off  to  Gooruckpore." 

This  is  a  letter  of  somebody  or  other,  employed  by  some- 
body or  other  for  the  recruiting  service  ;  it  should  seem  by 
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the  word  '^  presence ''  somebody  employed  in  enlisting  forces 
for  the  nabob.  The  charge  against  the  begum  was,  that  she 
had  joined  with  the  rebellious  rajahs,  to  exterminate  her 
son's  government  and  the  English  influence  in  that  country. 
In  this  very  paper  you  see  that  the  soldiers  entering  into  that 
service,  and  officers  who  are  to  contract  for  soldiers,  are  ex- 
pressly bound  not  to  join  the  rajahs ;  and  this  they  produce 
as  proof  that  the  begums  had  joined  the  rajahs,  and  had 
joined  them  in  a  rebellion,  for  the  purpose  of  exterminating 
their  son,  in  the  first  instance,  and  the  English  afterwards. 

There  is  another  circumstance,  which  makes  their  own 
acts  the  refutation  of  their  false  pretences.  This  letter  says 
that  the  country  is  disaffected,  and  it  mentions  the  ill-disposed 
parts  of  the  country.  Now  we  all  know  that  the  country 
was  ill-disposed  ;  and  we  may  therefore  conclude  this  paper 
was  written  by,  and  addressed  to,  some  person  who  was  em- 
ployed against  the  persons  so  ill-disposed ;  namely,  the  very 
rajahs  so  mentioned  before.  The  prisoner's  counsel,  after 
producing  this  paper,  had  the  candor  to  declare  that  they  did 
not  see  what  use  could  be  made  of  it.  No,  to  be  sure,  they 
do  not  see  what  use  can  be  made  of  it  for  their  cause ;  but  I 
see  the  use  that  can  be  made  of  it  against  their  cause.  I  say 
that  the  lost  papers,  upon  which  they  do  so  much  insist, 
deserve  no  consideration,  when  the  only  paper  that  they  have 
preserved  operates  directly  against  them  ;  and  that  therefore 
we  may  safely  infer,  that,  if  we  had  the  rest  of  the  contents 
of  this  trunk,  we  should  probably  find  them  make  as  strongly 
against  them,  as  this  paper  does.  You  have  no  reason  to 
judge  of  them  otherwise  than  by  the  specimen :  for  how  can 
you  judge  of  what  is  lost  but  from  what  remains  7 

The  man  who  hid  these  papers  in  his  trunk  never  under- 
stood  one  word  of  the  Persian  language,  and  consequently 
was  liable  to  every  kind  of  mistake,  even  though  he  meant 
well.  But  who  is  this  man  ?  Why  it  is  Captain  Williams  ; 
the  man  who  in  his  affidavits  never  mentioned  the  begums 
without  mentioning   Saadit  Ali.    It  is  Captain  Williams; 
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whom  we  chaise  to  hare  murdered  a  principal  man  of  the 
country  by  his  own  hand,  without  law  or  legal  process.  It 
is  Captain  Williams ;  one  of  those  British  officers  whom  Mr. 
Hastings  states  to  be  the  pests  of  the  country.  This  is  the 
man  who  comes  here  as  evidence  against  these  women,  and 
produces  this  monstrous  paper.  All  the  evidence  they  had 
produced  to  you  amounts  to  no  more  than  that  such  a  man 
believes  such  a  man  heard  of  something :  and  to  close  the 
whole  of  this  hearsay  account,  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  who  always 
comes  in  as  a  supplement,  declares  that  no  man  doubted  of 
the  existence  of  this  rebellion  and  of  the  guilt  of  the  begums, 
any  more  than  of  the  rebellion  of  1745;  a  comparison 
which,  I  must  say,  is,  by  way  of  evidence,  a  little  indeco- 
rous in  a  chief  justice  of  India. 

Your  lordships  are  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  history 
of  that  rebellion  to  know,  that  when  Lord  Lovat  was  tried 
at  this  bar,  the  proceedings  against  him  were  not  founded  on 
second  hand  hearsay.  The  existencd  of  the  rebellion  of 
1746  was  proved,  notwithstanding  its  notoriety  ;  but  neither 
notoriety  nor  proof  would  have  signified  any  thing,  if  Lord 
Lovat's  participation  in  it  had  not  been  brought  home  to  him 
directly,  personally,  and  particularly.  Yet  a  chief  justice^ 
sent  to  India  to  represent  the  sacred  majesty  of  the  crown  of 
England,  has  gone  so  far  as  to  say  at  your  bar,  that  no  more 
doubt  could  be  entertained  of  the  existence  either  of  the 
rebellion  or  the  guilt  of  the  begums,  than  of  the  rebellion  in 
1745.  Besides,  he  forgets  that  he  himself  carried  the  order 
to  confiscate  these  people's  property  without  any  trial  what- 
ever. But  this  is  the  way  of  proceeding  by  an  English 
chief  justice  in  India — a  chief  justice  who  had  rendered  him- 
self the  instrument,  the  letter  carrier,  the  messenger — ^I  had 
almost  said,  the  executioner  of  Mr.  Hastings. 

From  this  view  of  the  whole  matter,  your  lordships  will 
form  an  estimate  of  the  spirit  of  Indian  government  and  In- 
dian justice.  But  to  blow  away  and  to  put  an  end  to  all  their 
false  pretences,  their  hearsays,  and  talks  of  nudjeeves  and 
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wounds  and  the  like,  I  ask  who  is  the  first  witness  that  we 
have  produced  upon  this  occasion  ?  It  is  the  nabob  himself, 
negativing  all  these  pretences.  Did  he  believe  them  ?  Not 
a  word  from  him  of  any  rebellion  actual  or  suspected.  Sir 
Elijah  Impey  indeed  said  that  he  was  obliged  to  wheel  round 
and  to  avoid  that  dangerous  place  Fyzabad.  His  friends 
urged  him  »to  this. — For  God's  sake,  say  they,  have  a  rever- 
end care  of  your  sacred  person !  What  will  become  of  the 
justice  of  India  ?  What  will  become  of  the  natives,  if  you, 
their  legitimate  protector,  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  these 
wicked  rebellious  women  at  Fyzabad  ?  But  although  the 
chief  justice  does  this,  the  nabob,  whose  deposition  is  said  to 
be  the  first  object  of  this  rebellion,  takes  leave  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings at  the  very  moment  when  it  is  raging  in  the  highest 
possible  degree,  and  gallops  into  its  very  focus. 

And  under  what  circumstances  does  he  do  this  ?  He  had 
brought  some  considerable  forces  with  him.  No  man  of  his 
rank  in  that  country  ever  goes  without  them.  He  left  a  part 
of  these  forces  with  Mr.  Hastings,  notwithstanding  he  was 
going  into  the  centre  of  the  rebellion.  He  then  went  on 
with  a  corps  of  about  a  thousand  horse.  He  even  left  a  part 
of  these  with  Mr.  Middleton,  and  galloped  attended  by  a  few 
horse  into  the  very  capital,  where  the  begums,  we  are  told, 
had  ten  thousand  armed  men.  He  put  himself  into  their 
power,  and  not  satisfied  with  this,  the  very  first  thing  we 
hear  of  him  after  his  arrival  is,  that  he  paid  his  mother  a 
friendly  visit.  Thus  rushing  into  the  den  of  a  lioness  who 
was  going  to  destroy  her  own  whelp.  Is  it  to  be  credited, 
my  lords,  that  a  prince  would  act  thus  who  believed  that  a 
conspiracy  was  formed  against  him  by  his  own  mother  ?  Is 
it  to  be  credited  that  any  man  would  trust  a  mother  who, 
contrary  to  all  the  rules  of  nature  and  policy,  had  consi»red 
to  destroy  her  own  son  ? 

Upon  this  matter  your  lordships  have  the  evidence  of  Cap- 
tain Edwards,  who  was  aide-de-camp  to  the  nabob,  who  was 
about  his  person,  his  attendant  at  Chunar,  and  his  attendant 
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back  again.  I  am  not  producing  this  to  exculpate  the  be* 
gums ; — ^for  I  say  you  cannot  try  them  here ;  you  have  not 
the  parties  before  you  ;  they  ought  to  have  been  tried  on  th^ 
spot ; — ^but  I  am  going  to  demonstrate  the  iniquity  of  this 
abominable  plot  beyond  all  doubt,  for  it  is  necessary  your 
lordships  should  know  the  length,  breadth,  and  depth  of  thi» 
mystery  of  iniquity.  *         , 

Captain  Edwards  being  asked — '^  Whether  he  ever  heard 
any  native  of  credit  and  authority  in  the  nabob's  dominion^ 
who  appeared  to  believe  the  rebellion  of  the  begums?— i- 
A»  No,  I  never  did.  Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe 
that  the  nabob  gave  credit  to  it  ? — A,  I  really  cannot  rightly 
presume  to  say  whether  the  nabob  did  or  did  not ;  but  I  am 
apt  to  believe  that  he  did  not.  Q.  Have  you  any  reason  and 
what  to  form  a  belief  about  it  ? — A.  I  have.  I  think  if  he 
eupposed  the  rebellion  ever  existed  at  Fyzabad,  he  would 
have  been  the  first  person  to  take  and  give  the  alarm  to  the 
British  troops.  Q.  And  no  such  alarm  was  taken  or  given 
to  the  British  troops  ? — A.  No,  I  think  not ;  as  I  was  always 
about  his  person,  and  in  the  camp,  I  think  I  certainly  must 
have  known  it  or  heard  of  it ;  but  I  never  did." 

We  assure  your  lordships  you  will  find  upon  your  printed 
minutes,  that  captain  Edwards  says  he  was  credibly  informed, 
that  the  nabob  left  behind  him  a  part  of  his  guard  of  horse  ; 
and  that  so  desirous  was  he  to  go  into  the  power  of  this  cruel 
lioness,  his  mother,  that  he  advanced,  as  he  is  a  vigorous 
man,  and  a  bold  and  spirited  rider,  leaving  all  his  guards  bo- 
hind  him,  and  rode  before  them  into  the  middle  of  Fyzabad. 
— There  is  some  more  evidence  to  the  same  purpose  in  an- 
swer to  the  question  put  next  to  that  which  I  read  before. 

"  Q.  When  you  did  hear  of  the  rebellion,  did  not  you  un- 
derstand it  to  have  been  alleged,  that  one  object  of  it  was  to 
dethrone  the  nabob  himself  as  well  as  to  extirpate  the  Eng- 
lish ? — A.  I  understood  that  the  intention  of  the  princesses, 
the  begums,  was  to  extirpate  the  English  troops  out  of  the 
country,  and  out  of  those  dominions,  and  likewise  to  depose 
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her  soHi  and  set  another  son,  who  seems  to  have  been  a 
greater  favorite  of   that  family,  upon  the  throne,  in  the 
room  of  the  present  nabob,  and  that  son's  name  is  Saadit 
All.     I  have  only  heard  this  from  report.     I  have  no  other 
knowledge  but  mere  report.     I  understood  from  the  report, 
slie  was  to  extirpate  the  English,  and  depose  her  son,  who 
is   now  upon  the   throne.     Q.  Was  it  after  or  before  the 
seizing  of  the  treasures,  that  you  heard  a  circumstantial  ac« 
count  of  the  supposed  object  of  the  rebellion  ? — A.  The  re« 
port  was  more  general  after  the  seizing  of  the  treasures  ;  but 
yet  there  were  reports  prevailing  in  the  neighborhood,  that 
our  troops  were  sent  there  in  consequence  of  the  charge,  that 
was  made  by  Colonel  Hannay  and  some  of  his  officers,  of  a 
rebellion  existing  then  at  Fyzabad,  or  having  existed,  I  can<> 
not  rightly  say  which.     Q.  Was  that  report  after  the  order 
for  the  troops  to  march  to  Fyzabad  ?-rii.  It^was  more  gene^ 
ral,  it  was  very  general  then  when  the  troops  did  march 
there,  and  more  general  after  the  seizing  of  the  treasures. 
Q,  When  did  the  troops  first  march  ? — A.  It  was  some  lime 
in  the  month  of  January,  I  believe  in  the  year  1782.     Q. 
While  you  was  with  the  nabob,  in  passing  from  Lucknow  to 
Chunar,  and  while  you  was  with  him,  or  the  army  return- 
ing from  Chunar,  did  you  then,  out  of  the  whole  army  regu* 
lar  or  irregular,  ever  hear  of  any  report  of  the  begums  being 
in  rebellion  ? — A.  No  ;  I  do  not  recollect  I  ever  did.     Q.  Up* 
on  cross  examinations-do  you  recollect   at  what    time  in 
August,  1781,  you  left  Lucknow  to  proceed  with  the  nabob 
to  Chunar  ? — A.  No  ;  I  cannot  rightly  mention  the  date  ;  all 
that  I  know  is  this,  that  I  accompanied  the  nabob,  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton,  and  his  attendants,  all  the  way  from  Lucknow  to 
Chunar  ; — I  really  cannot  recollect,  I  have  no  notes,  and  it 
is  so  distant  a  time  since,  that  .1  do  not  recollect  the  particu- 
lars of  the  month  or  the  day  ;  but  I  recollect  perfectly  I  ac- 
companied the  nabob  all  the  way  from  Lucknow  to  Chunar, 
and  returned  again  with  him  until  he  struck  off  on  the  road 
for  Fyzabad." 
VOL.  VIII.  22 
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Your  lordships  see  plainly  the  whole  of  this  matter ;  when 
they  had  resolved  to  seize  the  begums'  treasures,  they  propa- 
gated this  report  just  in  proportion  to  their  acts.  As  they 
proceeded,  the  report  grew  hotter  and  hotter.  This  man 
tells  you  when  it  was  that  the  propagation  of  this  report  first 
began ;  when  it  grew  hot,  and  when  it  was  in  its  greatest 
heat.  He  tells  you,  that  not  one  native  of  credit  in  the 
country  believed  it ;  that  he  did  not  think  the  nabob  himself 
believed  it;  and  he  gives  a  reason  that  speaks  for  itself, 
namely,  that  he,  the  nabob,  would  have  been  the  first  man 
to  give  the  alarm  if  he  believed  in  a  rebellion,  as  be  was  to 
be  the  object  of  it. 

He  says  the  English  were  the  principal  spreaders  of  the 
report.  It  was,  in  fact,  a  wicked  report,  propagated  by  Mr. 
Middleton  and  the  English  agents,  for  the  purpose  of  justify- 
ing their  iniquitous  spoliation  of  the  begums. 

This  is  the  manner  in  which  the  matter  stands  upon  the 
ground  of  rebellion,  with  the  exception  of  Major  Gilpin's  and 
Hyder  Beg  Khan's  testimony.  This  last  man  we  have 
proved  to  have  been  kept  in  his  office  by  Mr.  Hastings's  in- 
fluence, and  to  have  been  entirely  under  his  government. 
When  this  dependant  comes  to  give  his  attestation,  he  gives 
a  long  account  of  all  the  proceedings  of  Gheit  Sing's  rebel- 
lion, with  which  the  rebellion  charged  on  the  begums  was 
supposed  to  be  coincident ;  and  he  ends  it  very  remarkably 
— ^that  he  tells  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth. 
But  it  is  also  remarkable,  that  even  this  Hyder  Beg  Khan 
never  mentions  by  name  the  rebellion  of  the  begums,  nor 
says  that  he  ever  heard  a  word  about  it :  a  strong  proof  that 
he  did  not  dare,  in  the  face  of  his  country,  to  give  counte* 
nance  to  such  a  falsehood. 

Major  Gilpin's  evidence  leaves  not  even  the  shadow  of  a 
pretence  for  this  charge.  He  had  the  begums  and  their 
eunuchs  under  his  custody  for  a  full  year  ]  he  was  strictly 
ordered  to  watch  them  and  to  guard  them,  and  during  all 
that  time  he  lived  at  Fyzabad.    He  was  the  man  who  com- 
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manded  the  troops  ;  who  had  all  the  witnesses  in  his  power  ; 
'who  had  daily  access  to  all  parties  at  Fyzabad ;  and  who, 
moreover,  was  a  person  attached  to  Mr.  Hastings  in  the 
strongest  manner. 

Your  lordships  will  now  be  pleased  to  hear  read  to  you 
*  this  part  of  Major  Gilpin's  evidence : — "  Q.  Had  you  any 
opportunity  of  knowing  the  character  of  the  begums,  and 
whether  Ihey  were  disafiFected  to  our  government  ? — A,  I  had 
a  very  good  opportunity  of  knowing,  from  the  circumstance 
of  my  having  commanded  so  long  there ;  the  elder  begum, 
it  was  generally  understood,  (and  I  have  reason  to  believe,) 
was  disaffected  to  our  government ;  and  my  sentiments  of 
her  conduct  stand  recorded  in  my  correspondence  to  the  court 
of  Lucknow  to  that  effect ;  but  with  respect  to  the  Bow  Be- 
gum, I  acquit  her  entirely  of  any  disaffection  to  our  govern- 
ment, so  far  as  comes  to  my  knowledge  ;  appearances  were 
for  some  time  against  her,  but  on  cool,  deliberate  inquiry,  I 
found  there  was  no  ground  for  supposing  her  guilty  of  any 
rebellious  principles,  at  the  time  of  Cheit  Sing's  rebellion. 
Q.  Whether  that,  according  to  your  belief,  is  not  your 
present  opinion? — A  I  think  I  have  answered  that  very 
fully,  that  it  was  upon  those  very  principles  that  Idid  form 
an  opinion  of  her  innocence ;  how  far  they  are  justifiable  or 
right,  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  say  upon  oath  ;  there  was 
no  one  circumstance  that  came  to  my  knowledge,  during  my 
residence  at  Fyzabad,  or  my  residence  in  India,  that  I  would 
wish  to  withhold  from  your  lordships.  Q.  You  state  here, 
upon  cool,  deliberate  inquiry ;  what  was  that  cool,  deliberate 
inquiry  ? — A,  That  cool,  deliberate  inquiry  was  the  conversa- 
tions I  had  with  the  ministers  and  the  people  of  Fyzabad, 
and  the  letters  from  herself  expressing  her  innocence  \  and 
it  appeared  to  me  from  those  letters,  that  she  really  was  our 
friend  and  ally." 

The  same  witness  goes  on  afterwards  to  say : — ''  Q.  I  un- 
derstood you  to  say,  that  originally  the  report  prevailed  with 
respect  to  both  the  begums,  but  that  yon  was  induced  to  alter 
22* 
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that  opinion  with  respect  to  the  younger  begum,  in  conse- 
quence of  Mr.  Gordon's  letters,  and  the  intelligence  of  some 
of  her  ministers  and  other  persons ;  were  not  those  other  per- 
sons in  the  interest  of  the  younger  begum  ? — A.  In  general 
the  town  of  Fyzabad  were  in  her  interest,  Q.  In  what 
sense  do  you  mean  generally  in  her  interest ;  were  the  per- 
sons you  conversed  with  merely  those  who  were  in  her  ser- 
vice and  household,  or  the  inhabitants  of  Fyzabad  in  gene- 
ral ? — A.  Both  ;  I  held  conversations  with  both  her  own  body 
servants  and  th6  inhabitants  of  the  city.  [A  little  lower 
dottnty  in  the  same  page,]  What  do  you  mean  by  the  word, 
rebellion,  as  applied  to  the  begums ;  in  what  sense  do  you 
use  it  ? — A.  In  raising  troops  and  in  other  acts  of  rebellion, 
in  the  common  acceptation  of  the  word.  Q.  Against  whom  ? 
— il.  Against  the  nabob's  government  and  the  British  gov- 
ernment jointly ;  but  I  beg  to  know  the  particular  time  and 
circumstance  the  question  alludes  to.  Q.  I  understand  you 
to  have  said,  you  understood  the  elder  begum  was  in  a  con- 
stant state  of  rebellion  ;  in  what  sense  do  you  use  the  word, 
rebellion ;  did  you  say  the  elder  begum  was  in  a  constant 
state  of  rebellion  ? — A.  I  always  understood  her  to  be  dis- 
affected to  the  English  government ;  it  might  not  be  a  proper 
expression  of  mine,  the  word,  rebellion.  Q.  Do  you  know 
of  any  act  by  the  elder  begum  against  the  vizier? — A.  1 
cannot  state  any.  Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  act,  which  you 
call  rebellion,  committed  by  the  elder  begum  against  the 
company  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  of  any  particular  circumstance, 
only  it  was  generally  supposed  that  she  was  disaffected  to 
the  company.  Q.  What  acts  of  disaffection  or  hostility 
towards  the  English  do  you  allude  to,  when  you  speak  of 
the  conversation  of  the  world  at  the  time  ? — A.  I  have  an- 
swered that  question  as  fully  as  I  can,  that  it  was  nothing 
but  conversation,  that  I  knew  of  no  particular  act  or  deed 
myself." 

This  man,  then  declares,  as  your  lordships  have  heard, 
that  upon  cool,  deliberate  inquiry  made  at  Fyzabad  from  all 
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the  inhabitants,  he  did  not  believe  in  the  existence  of  any 
rebellion.  That  as  to  the  Bow  Begum,  the  grandmother,  who 
was  a  person  that  could  only  be  charged  with  it  in  a  secon* 
dary  degree,  and  as  conspiring  with  the  other,  he  says,  he 
knows  no  facts  against  her ;  except  that  at  the  battle  of 
Buxar,  in  the  year  1764,  she  had  used  some  od(^  expressions 
concerning  the  English,  who  were  then  at  war  with  her  son, 
Sujah  Dowlah.  This  was  long  before  we  had  any  empire  or 
pretence  to  empire  in  that  part  of  India ;  therefore  the  ex- 
pression of  a  rebellion,  which  he  had  used  with  regard  to  her, 
was,  he  acknowledged,  improper ;  and  that  he  only  meant  he 
had  formed  some  opinion  of  her  disaffection  to  the  English. 

As  to  the  begum,  he  positively  acquits  her  of  any  rebel- 
lion. If  he  therefore  did  not  know  it,  who  was  an  active 
officer  in  the  very  centre  of  the  alleged  rebellion,  and  who 
was  in  possession  of  all  the  persons  from  whom  information 
was  to  be  got,  who  had  the  eunuchs  in  prison,  and  might 
have  charged  them  with  this  rebellion,  and  might  have  ex- 
amined and  cross-examined  them  at  his  pleasure  ;  if  this  man 
knew  nothing  about  it,  your  lordships  will  judge  of  the  false- 
hood of  this  wicked  rumor,  spread  about  from  hand  to  hand, 
and  which  was  circulated  by  persons,  who  at  the  same  time 
have  declared  that  they  never  heard  of  it,  before  Sir  Elijah 
Impey  went  up  into  the  country,  the  messenger  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's orders,  to  seize  the  treasures  of  the  begums,  and  com- 
missioned to  procure  evidence  in  justification  of  that  vio- 
lence and  robbery. 

I  now  go  to.  another  part  of  this  evidence.  There  is  a 
person  they  call  Hoolas  Roi ;  a  man  in  the  employment  of 
the  resident,  Mr.  Middleton.  The  gentlemen  who  are  counsel 
for  the  prisoner  have  exclaimed,'— O !  he  was  nothing  but  a 
news  writer.  What!  do  you  take  any  notice  of  him? 
Your  lordships  would  imagine  that  the  man,  whom  they  treat 
in  this  manner,  and  whose  negative  evidence  they  think  fit 
to  despise,  was  no  better  than  the  writers  of  those  scandalous 
pifagraphs  which  are  published  in  our  daily  papers,  to  mi*- 
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represent  the  proceedings  of  this  court  to  the  public.  But 
who  in  fact  is  this  Hoolas  Roi,  whom  they  represent,  for  the 
convenience  of  the  day,  to  be  nothing  but  a  news  writer  ? 
I  will  read  to  your  lordships  a  letter  from  Major  Naylor  to 
Colonel  Jaquesy  commanding  the  second  battalion,  20th  regi- 
ment.        • 

^'  Sir, — Hoolas  Roi,  the  person  appointed  by  the  nabob  for 
transacting  the  business  for  which  the  troops  are  required 
here,  will  hold  constant  communication  and  intercourse  with 
you  ;  and  as  he  is  instructed  and  acquainted  with  the  best 
method  to  accomplish  this  business,  Mr.  Middleton  requests 
implicit  attention  to  be  paid  to  what  he  may  from  time  to 
time  represent  respecting  the  prisoners,  or  the  business  on 
which  he  is  employed ;  in  short,  as  he  is  the  person  nomi- 
nated by  the  nabob,  he  wishes  Hoolas  Roi  to  be  considered 
in  the  same  light  as  if  he  himself  was  present." 

Mr.  Middleton,  in  a  letter  to  Lieutenant  Francis  Rutledge, 
writes  thus  of  him :  ^'  Sir, — When  this  note  is  delivered  to 
you  by  Hoolas  Roi,  I  have  to  desire  that  you  order  the  two 
prisoners  to  be  put  in  irons,  keeping  them  from  all  food,  &c. 
agreeably  to  my  instructions  of  yesterday." 

You  will  first  see  in  how  confidential  a  manner  Hoolas 
Roi  was  employed,  and  in  what  light  he  was  held.  That  he 
was  employed  to  carry  some  instructions  which  do  not  indeed 
appear,  but  were  accompanied  by  an  order  from  Mr.  Middle- 
ton.  "  When  these  instructions  shall  come  to  you,  to  put 
these  prisoners  in  irons  and  keep  them  without  food,"  &c. 
The  begums,  say,  without  food  and  water.  Et  cetera  are 
words  of  large  import — ^but  he  was  "  to  keep  them  without 
food,  &c.  agreeably  to  my  instructions  of  yesterday."  This 
was  a  pretty  general  warrant  for  sufferings.  This  Hoolas  Roi, 
this  mere  news  writer,  was  not  only  intrusted  with  this  war- 
rant, but  Mr.  Middleton  declares  him  to  be  a  person  who  was 
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to  be  received  there,  and  to  represent  the  nabob,  and  very 
justly  too ;  for  he,  Mr.  Middleton,  was  undoubtedly  the  real 
nabob  of  the  country.  The  man  therefore,  whom  they  talk 
of  in  this  contemptuous  manner,  in  order  to  make  slight  of  an 
observation  we-  made,  and  which  I  'shall  make  again,  and 
whom  they  affect  to  consider  as  a  mere  paragraph-monger  in 
some  scandalous  newspaper,  was  a  man  vested  by  Mr.  Mid* 
dleton  with  authority  equal  to  that  of  the  nabob  himself. 

Mr.  Hastings  not  only  thought  him  of  consequence  enough 
to  be  a  witness  to  the  severities  used  on  the  ministers  of  the 
begums,  but  he  considered  that  he  would  afterwards  be  a  fit 
witness  to  the  rebellion.  I  pray  your  lordships  to  mark  this 
— ^he  sent  for  this  Hoolas  Roi,  (who  is  now  nothing  but  a 
mere  paragraph-monger,) — he  sent  for  him  from  Fyzabad  to 
Benares — ^a  pretty  long  journey  ;  aqd  at  last  caused  him  to 
be  examined  before  Sir  Elijah  Impey.  He  has,  however, 
sunk  his  evidence  ;  a  suppression  which  is  strongly  in  favor 
of  the  begums ;  and  equally  strong  against  their  accuser. 
Here  we  have  a  man,  who  was  intrusted  with  all  their  oi^ 
ders ;  who  represented  the  English  government ;  who  repre- 
sented the  nabob's  government ;  this  man  is  sent  for  by  Mr. 
Hastings :  he  gives  his  depositions  before  Sir  Elijah  Impey  ; 
and  the  deposition  so  given  is  not  to  be  found  either  upon 
the  company's  record,  in  Sir  Elijah^  Impey 's  trunk,  in  Jona- 
than Scott's  trunk,  or  in  any  other  place  whatever.  The 
evidence  of  a  witness,  who  could  speak  most  clearly,  as  prob- 
ably he  did,  and  most  decisively  upon  this  snbject,  is  sunk. 
They  suppress,  and  dare  not  produce,  the  affidavit  of  the 
man  who  was  at  the  bottom  of  every  secret  of  both  govern- 
ments- They  had  the  folly  to  let  you  know,  obliquely,  that 
he  had  been  sent  for  by  Mr.  Hastings,  but  they  conceal  the 
infonnation  obtained  from  him ;  a  silence  more  damning  than 
any  positive  evidence  could  be.  You  have  here  a  proof  of 
their  practice  of  producing  such  evidence  only  as  they  thought 
most  favorable  to  their  wicked  purposes,  in  the  destruction  of 
this  great  and  ancient' family. 
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Bat  all  the  English,  they  say,  beliered  in  the  existenee  d 
this  rebellion.  This  we  deny.  Mr.  Purling,  who  was  resi- 
dent the  year  before  its  pretended  explosion,  has  told  yon, 
that  he  ue?er  knew  of  any  thing  like  a  plot  carrying  on  by 
these  women.  We  were  almost  ashamed  to  put  the  question 
to  him.  Did  Mr.  Bristow,  the  next  resident,  know  or  belie7e 
in  this  plot  ?  He  seems,  indeed,  to  have  beea  iodaced  to 
give  some  oblique  hints  to  Mr.  Hastings  of  improper  conduct 
on  the  part  of  the  begums,  but  without  stating  what  it  was. 
In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Hastings,  he  appears  to  endeavor  to  soften 
the  cruel  temper  of  this  inflexible  man,  by  going  a  little  way 
with  him,  by  admitting  that  he  thought  they  had  behaved 
improperly.  When  Mr.  Wombwell,  another  resident,  is  ask- 
ed, whether  any  Englishman  doubted  of  it ;  he  says,  Mr. 
Bristow  doubted  of  it.  No  one  indeed,  who  reads  these 
papers,  can  avoid  seeing  that  Mr.  Bristow  did  not  believe  one 
word  of  it ;  no  more  in:  fact  than  did  Mr.  Hastings  or  any 
body  else. 

But,  my  lords,  let  us  go  from  these  inferior  agents  and  5e^ 
vants  of  the  company  to  their  higher  ofllcers.  Did  Mr.  Stables 
believe  it  ?  This  gentleman  was  Mr.  Hastings's  colteagoe  fa 
the  council,  a  man  of  as  much  honor,  I  really  believe,  as 
ever  went  to  India;  a  faithful  old  servant  of  the  company, 
and  very  worthy  of  credit.  I  believe  there  is  not  a  spot  upon 
him  during  all  his  long  service  under  the  company — if  any, 
it  is  his  being  a  little  too  obsequious,  sometimes,  to  Mr.  Hast- 
ings. Did  he  believe  it  ?  No  ;  he  did  not ;  and  yet  he  was 
one  of  the  persons  authorized  to  investigate  it  coolly,  &od 
most  able  to  do  so.  Upon  the  whole,  then,  the  persons  who 
best  knew  the  state  of  the  country  did  not  believe  it ;  the 
nabob  did  not  believe  it ;  the  begums  were  never  chafed 
with  it ;  no  ground  of  suspicion  is  suggested,  except  loose 
rumors  and  the  story  of  two  nudjeeves.  Under  these  circuxn- 
staoees  the  treasures  of  these  ancient  ladies  were  seized, 
their  property  confiscated,  and  the  nabob  dragged  most  rs- 
luctantly  to  this  act.     Yes,   my  lords,  this  poor,  miserable 
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Tictim  was  forced  to  violate  all  the  laws  of  nature,  all  de- 
cency, all  property ;  to  rob  his  own  mother  for  the  benefit  of 
Mr.  Hastings.  All  this  he  was  forced  to  do,  he  was  made 
the  reluctant  instrument  of  punishing  his  mother  and  grand- 
mother for  a  plot,  of  which  even  their  accusers  do  not  pre« 
tend  to  say  that  the  parties  accused  had  ever  receivred  any 
intimation. 

My  lords,  in  forming  your  judgment  upon  this  nefarious 
proceeding,  your  lordships  will  not  fail  to  advert  to  the  fun- 
damental principles,  the  acknowledged  maxims,  and  established 
rules  of  all  judgment  and  justice, — that  conviction  ought  to 
precede  execution ;  that  trial  ought  to  precede  conviction ; 
and  that  a  prosecutor's  information  and  evidence  ought  to  be 
the  preliminary  step  and  substance  of  the  trial.  Here  every 
thing  was  reversed  :  Sir  Elijah  Impey  goes  up  with  the  order 
for  execution;  the  party  accused  is  neither  arraigned  nor 
tried.  This  same  Sir  Elijah  thea  proceeds  to  seek  for  wit*- 
nesses,  and  to  take  affidavits,  and  ia  the  mean  time  neither 
the  nabob,,  the  ostensible  prosecutor,  nor  his  mother  and 
grandmother,  the  parties  accused,  knew  one  word  of  the 
matter. 

But  possibly  some  peculiarity  in  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  rendered  such  a  proceeding  necessary,  and  may  justify 
it.  No  such  peculiarity  has  been  proved  or  even  alleged ; 
nay  it  is  in  the  highest  degree  improbable  that  it  could  have 
existed.  Mr.  Hastings  had  another  opportunity  of  doing 
himself  justice,  when  an  account  of  this  business  was  trans- 
mitted to  the  court  of  directors,  they  ordered  him  to  inquire 
into  it :  and  your  lordships  will  see  what  he  did  in  conse- 
quence of  this  order.  Your  lordships  will  then  judge  of  the 
extreme  audacity  of  the  defence,  which  be  has  made  of  this 
act  at  your  bar,  after  having  refused  to  institute  any  inquiry 
into  it,  although  he  had  the  positive  order  of  the  court  of 
directors,  and  was  in  the  place  where  that  inquiry  could  be 
made  effectually,  and  in  the  place  where  the  unfortunate 
women  could  have  an  opportunity  of  clearing  themselves. 
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I  ^ill  first  read  to  your  lordships  an  extract  from  the  letter 
of  the  court  of  directors  to  the  board  at  Calcutta ;  dated  the 
14th  of  February,  1783. 

4 — "  By  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  [of  Chunar]  the 
nabob  is  permitted  to  resume  such  jaghires  as  he  shall  think 
proper,  with  a  reserve,  that  all  such  jaghirdars,  for  the 
amount  of  whose  jaghires  the  company  are  guaranties,  shall, 
in  case  of  a  resumption  of  their  lands,  be  paid  the  amount 
of  the  net  collections  through  the  resident. 

6. — '^  We  do  not  see  how  the  goyernor-general  could  con- 
sent to  the  resumption  of  such  lands,  as  the  compapy  had 
engaged  should  remain  in  the  hands  of  those,  who  possessed 
them  previous  to  the  execution  of  the  late  treaty,  without 
stronger  proofs  of  the  begums'  defection  than  have  been  laid 
before  us;  neither  can  we  allow  it  to  be  good  policy  to 
reduce  the  several  jaghirdars,  and  thus  uniting  the  territory, 
and  the  troops  maintained  for  the  protection  of  that  territory, 
under  one  head,  who,  by  that  means^  at  some  future  period, 
may  become  a  very  powerful  enemy  to  the  company. 

6. — '^  With  respect  to  the  resumption  of  the  jaghires  pos- 
sessed by  the  begums  in  particular,  and  the  subsequent 
seizure  of  the  treasure  deposited  with  the  vizier's  mother, 
which  the  govemor-geAeral,  in  his  letter  to  the  board,  23d 
January,  1782,  has  declared  he  strenuously  encouraged  and 
supported,  we  hope  and  trust,  for  the  honor  of  the  British 
nation,  that  the  measure  appeared  to  be  fully  justified  in  the 
eyes  of  all  Hindostan. 

"  The  governor^eneral  has  informed  us,  that  it  can  be 
well  attested,  that  the  begums  principally  excited  and  sup- 
ported the  late  commotions,  and  that  they  carried  their  invet- 
eracy to  the  English  nation  so  far  as  to  aim  at  our  utter 
extirpation. 

7. — "  It  must  have  been  publicly  known,  that,  in  1776,  the 
resident  at  the  vizier's  court  not  only  obtained  from  the 
begum,  widow  of  the  late  Sujah  Dowlah,  on  the  nabob's  ac- 
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count,  thirty  lacks  of  rupees,  half  of  which  was  to  be  paid 
to  the  company,  but  also  the  forbearance  of  tweDty-siz 
lacks,  for  the  repayment  of  which  she  had  security  in  land, 
on  the  nabob's  agreeing  to  renounce  all  further  claim  upon 
her,  and  that  to  this  agreement  the  company  were  guaran- 
ties. 

8.— "We  find,  that,  on  the  21st  December,  1776,  the 
begum  complained  of  a  breach  of  engagements  on  the  part 
of  the  nabob,  soliciting  your  protection  for  herself,  her 
mother,  and  for  all  the  women  belonging  to  the  seraglio  of 
the  late  liabob,  from  the  distresses  to  which  they  were  re- 
duced-^n  consequence  whereof  it  was  dgreed  in  consultation, 
3d  January,  1776,  to  remonstrate  with  the  vizier ;  the  gov- 
ernor-general remarking — ^that,  as  the  representative  of  our 
government  has  become  an  agent  in  this  business,  and  has 
pledged  the  honor  and  faith  of  the  company  for  the  punctual 
observance  of  the  conditions,  under  which  the  treaty  was 
concluded — ^you  had  a  right  to  interfere,  and  justice  de- 
manded it,  if  it  should  appear  that  those  engagements  have 
been  violated. 

"  And  the  board  at  the  same  time  resolved, — ^That,  as  soon 
as  the  begum's  engagements  with  the  nabob,  to  which  Mr. 
Bristow  is  a  party,  shall  be  fulfilled  on  her  part,  this  govern- 
ment will  think  themselves  bound  to  protect  her  against  any 
further  demand  or  molestation. 

9. — "  If  therefore  the  <^safiection  of  the  begums  was  not 
a  matter  of  public  notoriety,  we  cannot  but  be  alarmed  for 
the  e£feots  which  these  subsequent  transactions  must  have 
had  on  the  minds  of  the  natives  of  India, — ^the  only  consoc- 
iation we  feel  upon  this  occasion  is,  that  the  amount  of  those 
jaghires,  for  which  the  company  were  guaranties,  is  to  be  paid 
through  our  resident  at  the  court  of  the  vizier ;  and  it  very 
materially  concerns  the  credit  of  your  government  on  no 
account  to  suffer  such  payments  to  be  evaded. 

10.—^'  If  it  shall  hereafter  be  found,  that  the  begums  did 
not  take  that  hostile  part  against  the  company,  which  has 
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been  represented,  (as  well  in  the  goTemor-general's  narrative, 
as  in  several  documents  therein  referred  to ;  and  as  it  no 
where  appears,  from  the  papers  at  present  in  our  possession, 
that  they  excited  any  commotion  previous  to  the  imprison- 
ment of  rajah  Cheit  Sing,)  but  only  armed  themselves  in 
consequence  of  that  transaction ;  and  as  it  is  probable  tliat 
such  a  conduct  proceeded  entirely  from  motives  of  self-de- 
fence, under  an  apprehension  that  they  themselves  might 
likewise  be  laid  under  unwarrantable  contributions,  we  direct 
that  you  use  your  influence  with  the  vizier,  that  their  jag>^ 
hires  may  be  restored  to  them  ;  but  if  they  should  be  under 
apprehensions  respecting  the  future  conduct  of  the  vizier, 
and  with  our  further  protection,  it  is  our  pleasure  that  yoa 
afford  those  ladies  an  asylum  within  the  company's  territories, 
and  these  be  paid  the  amount  of  the  net  collections  of  their 
jaghires,  agreeably  to  the  second  article  of  the  late  treaty, 
through  the  medium  of  our  resident,  as  may  be  ascertained 
upon  an  average  estitnate  of  some  years  back." 

You  see,  my  lords,  the  directors  had  received  every  oq# 
of  his  false  impressions.  They  had  conceived  an  idea,  that, 
after  the  rebellion  of  Cheit  Sing  (but  not  before  upon  his 
own  showing)  the  begums  had  shown  a  disposition  to  area. 
They  here  assume  a  false  fact,  which  Mr.  Hastings  stated  in 
his  representation  of  the  business  to  them.  They  assame  a 
variety  of  other  false  facts, — ^they  assume,  that  the  amount  of 
the  jaghires  of  the  begukns  was  to  be  paid  them  in  regular 
pensicms,  whereas  they  were  totally  confiscated  without  any 
compensation  at  all.  And  yet,  upon  Mr.  Hastings's  own 
showing,  they  found  the  transaction  td  be  so  dishonorable  t6 
the  British  government,  that  they  desire  him  to  make  in^ 
quiry  into  it,  and  give  redress  accordingly. 

Here  then  is  another  order  of  the  company,  another  call 
upon  Mr.  Hastings,  to  examine  to  the  bottom  of  this  aflSur. 
The  directors,  after  giving  him  credit  for  that  enormous 
mass  of  falsehoods,  which  we  have  proved  him  to  have 
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Stated  in  bis  narrative,  found  themselyes  so  utterly  dissatis* 
fied,  that  they  gave  this  conditioual  order  to  restore  the 
begums  to  their  jaghires.  Your  lordships  will  find  it  in 
evideace  upon  your  minutes,  that  he  contumaciously  diso- 
beyed this  order ;  that  he  would  not  consent  to  the  propo- 
sitions of  the  council  for  inquiring  into  the  conduct  of  these 
injured  women ;  but  stifled  every  attempt  that  was  made  by 
others  to  do  them  justice.  And  yet  he  here  has  the  effron* 
tery  to  propose,  that  your  lordships  should  inquire  ioto  the 
business  at  your  bar ;  that  you  should  investigate  a  matter 
here,  which  he  refused  to  inquire  into  on '  the  spot,  though 
expressly  ordered  by  his  masters  so  to  do. 

I  will  now  read  to  your  lordships  a  short  extract  from  his 
own  narrative  of  his  own  proceedings.  It  begins  with  re- 
citiog  a  part  of  a  note  entered  by  Mr.  Macphersoh  in  the 
consultations  of  the  council,  at  the  time  when  the  orders  of 
the  court  of  directors,  which  I  have  just  alluded  to,  were 
taken  into  consideration : — '^  What  the  court  of  directors 
seem  to  have  most  at  heart  are,  fir^t.  That  the  engagement 
of  the  second  article  of  the  Benares  treaty  should  be  faith« 
fully  fulfilled;  and  secondly,  to  guard  against  the  future 
misconduct  of  the  vizier,  if  he  should  be  disposed  to  oppress 
the  begums : 

^'  That  we  should  therefore  ascertain,  whether  the  amount 
of  the  jaghires  of  the  begums  is  regularly  paid  to  them 
through  the  company's  resident ;  and  give  them  notice,  that 
no  futtire  demands  shall  be  made  upon  them.  This  the 
governor-general  might,  I  think,  do  in  a  letter,  that  would 
make  the  begums  sensible  of  their  past  misconduct,  yet 
inform  them  of  the  lenity  and  gracious  intentions  of  the 
company,  in  ordering  them  an  asylum  in  Bengal,  in  case  of 
future  distress."  In  consequence  of  the  foregoing  opinion 
from  Mr.  Macpherson,  the  following  minute  was  delivered 
by  the  governor-general : 

"  I  should  gladly  acquiesce  iii  the  motion  made  by  Mr. 
Macpherson,  if  I  thought  it  possible  to  frame  a  letter  to  the 
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begums,  in  any  terms  which  should  at  the  same  time  convey 
the  intimation  proposed  by  it,  and  not  defeat  the  purpose  of 
it,  or  he  productive  of  evils  greater  than  any  which  exist,  ia 
consequence  of  the  proceedings  which  have  already  takea 
place,  and  which  time  has  almost  obliterated  ;  the  orders  of 
the  court  of  directors  are  conditional,  they  require  nothing  ; 
but  in  the  event  of  discoveries  made  subsequent  to  the 
advices,  which  were  before  you  on  the  14th  February  last,  in 
alleviation  of  the  former  conduct  of  the  begums,  nothing 
has  since  appeared  in  relation  to  them  but  their  refusal,  or 
rather  that  of  one  to  fulfil  her  engagements  for  the  payment 
of  the  remainder  of  the  sum  exacted  from  her  by  the  nabob 
vizier,  in  the  beginning  of  last  year.  Whatever  obedience 
may  be  due  to  the  clear  and  ascertained  spirit  of  the  orders 
of  the  court  of  directors,  this  •  obligation  cannot  extend  to 
points,  to  which  neither  the  letter  nor  evident  spirit  of  their 
orders  apply.  If  I  am  rightly  informed,  the  nabob  vizier 
and  the  begums  are  on  terms  of  mutual  good  will ;  it  would 
ill  become  this  government  to  interpose  its  influence  by  any 
act  which  might  tend  to  revive  their  animosities,  and  a  very 
slight  occasion  would  be  sufficient  to  effect  it ;  it  will  be  to 
little  purpose  to  tell  them  that  their  conduct  has,  in  our  esti- 
mation of  it,  been  very  wrong  ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  an- 
nounce to  them  the  orders  of  our  superiors,  which  more  than 
indicate  the  reverse  ;  they  will  instantly  take  fire,  on  such  a 
declaration,  proclaim  the  judgment  of  the  company  in  their 
favor,  demand  a  reparation  of  the  acts,  which  they  will  con- 
strue wrongs;  with  such  a  sentence  wlairantirig  that  construc- 
tion, and  either  accept  the  invitation  to  the  proclaimed  scan- 
dal of  the  vizier,  which  will  not  add  to  the  credit  of  our 
government,  or  remain  in  his  dominions,  but  not  under  his 
authority,  to  add  to  his  vexations  and  the  disorders  of  the 
country,  by  continued  intrigues  and  seditions ;  enough  al- 
ready exists  to  affect  his  peace,  and  the  quiet  of  his  people  ; 
if  we  cannot  heal,  let  us  not  inflame  the  wounds  which  have 
been  inflicted : 
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*^  If  the  begums  think  themselves  aggrieved  to  such  a  de- 
gree, as  to  justify  them  in  an  appeal  to  foreign  jurisdiction  ; 
to  appeal  to  it  against  a  man  standing  in  the  relation  of  son 
and  grandson  to  them ;  to  appeal  to  the  justice  of  those  who 
have  been  the  abettors  and  instniments  of  their  imputed 
wrongs ;  let  us  at  least  permit  them  to  be  the  judges  of  their 
own  feelings,  and  prefer  their  complaints,  before  we  offer  to 
redress  them ;  they  will  not  need  to  be  prompted : 

''  I  hope,  I  shall  not  depart  from  the  simplicity  of  official 
language,  in  saying,  that  the  majesty  of  justice  ought  to  be 
approached  with  solicitation,  not  descend  to  provoke  or  in- 
vite it,  much  less  to  debase  itself  by  the  suggestion  of  wrongs 
and  the  promise  of  redress,  with  the  denunciation  of  punish- 
ment before  trial,  and  even  before  accusation." 

My  lords,  if,  since  the  beginning  of  the  world,  «uch  a  pa- 
per as  this  was  ever  before  written,  by  a  person  standing  in 
the  relation  of  a  servant  to  his'  master,  I  shall  allow  that 
every  word,  we  have  said  to  your  lordsiiips  upon  this  occasion 
to  mark  his  guilt,  ought  to  be  expunged  from  your  minuteSi 
and  from  our  charges. 

Before  I  proceed  to  make  any  observations  upon  this  act  of 
open  rebellioil  against  his  superiors,  I  must  beg  your  lordships 
to  remark  the  cruelty  of  purpose,  the  hostile  feeling  towards 
these  injured  women,  which  were  displayed  in  this  daring 
defiance.  Your  lordships  will  find,  that  he  never  is  a  rebel 
to  one  party,  without  being  a  tyrant  to  some  others ;  that 
rebel  and  tyrant  are  correlative  terms  when  applied  to  him, 
and  that  they  constantly  go  together. 

It  is  suggested  by  the  directors,  that  the  nabob  is  the  per- 
secutor, the  oppressor,  and  that  Mr.  Hastings  is  the  person 
who  is  to  redress  the  wrong ;  but  here  they  have  mistaken 
the  matter  totally.  For  we  have  proved  to  your  lordships, 
that  Mr.  Hastings  was  the  principal  in  the  persecution,  and 
that  the  nabob  was  only  an  instrument : — "  If  I  am  rightly 
informed,"  he  says,  ^Uhe  nabob  and  the  begums  are  on  terms 
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of  mutual  good  will.  It  would  ill  become  this  government 
to  interpose  its  influence  by  any  act  which  might  tend  to  re* 
Tive  their  animosities,  and  a  very  slight  occasion  would  be 
sufficient  to  effect  it."— > What  animosities  had  they  towards 
each  other  ?  None,  that  we  know  of.  Mr.  Hastings  gets  the 
nabob  to  rob  his  mother ;  and  then  he  supposes,  contrary  to 
truth,  contrary  to  fact,  contrary  to  every  thing  your  lordships 
hav^e  heard,  that  the  nabob  would  fall  into  a  fury  if  his 
mother  was  to  obtain  any  redress ;  and  that  if  the  least  in- 
quiry into  this  business  was  made,  it  would  create  a  flame  in 
the  nabob's  mind,  on  account  of  the  active,  energetic,  spirited 
part  he  had  taken  in  these  transactions.  Therefore,  says  be, 
Oh !  for  God's  sake,  soothe  the  matter  :-^it  is  a  green  wound : 
— don't  uncover  it :— f-do  nothing  to  irritate :— it  will  be  to 
little  purpose  to  tell  them  that  their  conduct  has  in  our  esti- 
mation of*  it  been  very  wrong,  and  at  the  same  time  an- 
nounce to  them  the  orders  of  our  superiors,  which  more  than 
indicate  the  reverse.  Now,  my  lords,  to  what  does  all  this 
amount  ?  First,  savs  he,  I  will  not  do  them  justice. — ^I  will 
not  enter  upon  an  inquiry  into  their  wrongs.  Why  ?— Be* 
cause  they  charge  us  with  having  inflicted  them.  Then 
surely  for  that  reason,  you  ought  to  commence  an  inquiry. 
No,  says  he,  that  would  be  telling  them  that  our  superiors 
suspect  we  are  in  the  wrong.  But  when  his  superiors  more 
than  indicated  suspicions,  was  he  not  bound  ten  fold  to  make 
that  inquiry,  for  his  honor  and  for  their  satisfaction,  which 
they  direct  him  to  make  ?  No,  he  will  not  do  it,  because, 
says  he,  the  begums  would  either  accept  the  offer  of  an  asy* 
lum  in  the  company's  territories,  to  the  proclaimed  scandal  of 
the  vizier,  which  would  not  add  to  thexredit  of  our  govern- 
ment ;  or  they  would  remain  in  his  dominions,  but  not  under 
his  authority,  to  add  to  his  vexations,  and  the  disorders  of 
the  country,  by  continual  intrigues  and  seditions. 

You  see,  my  lords,  this  man  is  constantly  thrusting  this 
peaceable  nabob  before  him,  goading  and  pushing  him  on,  as 
if  with  a  bayonet  behind,  to  the  commission  of  every  thing 
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that  is  base  and  dishonorable.  Tou  have  him  here  declaring 
that  he  will  not  satisfy  the  directors,  his  masters,  in  their  in- 
quiries about  those  acts,  for  fear  of  the  nabob's  taking  um- 
brage, and  getting  into  a  flame  with  his  mother ;  and  for  fear 
the  mother,  supported  by  the  opinion  of  the  directors,  should 
be  induced  to  resent  her  wrongs. — What,  I  say,  does  all  this 
amount  to  ? — It  amounts  to  this — The  begums  accuse  me  of 
doing  them  injustice  ;  the  directors  indicate  a  suspicion  that 
they  have  been  injured  ;  therefore  I  will  not  inquire  into  the 
matter.  Why? — ^because  it  may  raise  disturbances.  But 
what  disturbance  could  it  raise  ? — The  mother  is  disarmed  and 
could  not  hurt  the  nabob.  All  her  landed  estates  he  knew 
were  confiscated.  He  knew  all  her  money  was  in  his  own 
possession ;  he  knew  she  had  not  the  means,  if  she  had  been 
disposed,  to  create  intrigues  and  cabals  ; — ^what  disturbance 
then  could  be  created  by  his  sending  a  letter  to  know  what 
she  had  to  say  upon  the  subject  of  her  wrongs  ? 

"  i/","  says  he,  "  the  begums  think  themselves  aggrievedJ^ 
Observe,  my  lords,  that  the  institution  of  an  inquiry  is  no 
measure  of  the  begums  ;  it  is  an  order  of  the  court  of  direc- 
tors, made  by  them  upon  his  own  representation  of  his  own 
case,  and  upon  nothing  else.  The  begums  did  not  dare  to 
murmur. — They. did  not  dare  to  ask  for  redress.  God  knows 
the  poor  creatures  were  at  or  about  the  time  his  prisoners ; 
robbed — stripped  of  every  thing ;  without  hope  and  withput 
resource. — But  the  directors,  doing  their  duty  upon  that  oc- 
casion, did  condemn  him  upon  his  own  false  representations 
contained  in  that  bundle  of  affidavits,  upon  which  his  coui^ 
sel  now  contend  that  your  lordships  should  acquit  him.  But, 
says  he,  are  they  to  appeal  to  a  foreign  jurisdiction  ?  When 
these  women  were  to  be  robbed,  we  were  not  foreigners  to 
them ;  on  the  contrary,  we  adjudged  them  guilty  of  rebellion. 
We  sent  an  English  chief  justice  to  collect  materials  of  ac- 
cusation against  them.  We  sent  English  officers  to  take 
their  money.  The  whole  was  an  English  transaction.  When 
wrong  is  to  be  done,  we  have  then  an  interest  in  the  country 
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to  jiistify  our  acting  in  it ;  but  when  the  question  is  of  re- 
dressing wrongs,  when  the  question  is  of  doing  justice,  when 
the  question  is  of  inquiry,  when  the  question  is  of  hearing 
complaints,  then  it  is  a  foreign  jurisdiction. — ^You  are  to 
suffer  Mr.  Hastings  to  make  it  foreign,  or  to  make  it  domes- 
tic, just  as  it  answers  his  purposes. — But  they  are  to  appeal 
against  a  man  standing  in  the  relation  of  son  and  grandson 
to  theniy  and  to  appeal  to  the  justice  of  those  who  have  been 
the  abettors  and  instruments  of  their  imputed  wrongs, — 

Why,  my  lords,  if  he  allows  that  he  is  the  abettor  of,  and 
the  instrument  to  which  the  directors  impute  these  wrongs, 
why,  I  ask,  does  he,  with  those  charges  lying  upon  him,  ob- 
ject to  all  inquiry  in  the  mannbr  you  have  seen  ? 

But  the  company's  governor  is,  it  seems,  all  at  once  trans- 
formed into  a  great  sovereign — the  majesty  of  justice  ought 
to  be  approached  with  solicitation.  Here,  my  lords,  he  for- 
gets at  once  the  court  of  directors ;  he  forgets  the  laws  of 
England,  he  forgets  the  act  of  parliament,  he  forgets  that  any 
obedience  is  due  to  his  superiors.  The  begums  were  to  ap- 
proach him  by  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors ;  he  sets  at 
nought  these  orders,  and  asserts  that  he  must  be  approached 
with  solicitations.  "  Time,"  says  he,  "  has  obliterated  their 
sufferings,^^  Oh !  what  a  balm  of  oblivion  time  spreads  over 
the  wrongs,  wounds,  and  afflictions  of  others,  in  the  mind  of 
the  person  who  inflicts  those  wrongs  and  oppressions.  The 
oppressor  soon  forgets.  This  robbery  took  place  in  17  ... ; 
it  was  in  the  year  1783,  when  he  asserted  that  the  waters  of 
Lethe  had  been  poured  over  all  their  wrongs  and  oppressions. 

Your  lordships  will  mark  this  insulting  language,  when  he 
says  that  both  the  order  of  the  directors  and  the  application 
of  the  begums  for  redress  must  be  solicitations  to  him. 

[Here  Mr.  Burke  was  intermpted  by  Mr.  Hastings,  who 
said,  "  My  lords,  there  was  no  order.  I  find  a  man's  patience 
may  be  exhausted.  I  hear  so  many  falsehoods,  that  I  must 
declare  there  was  no  order  of  the  court  of  directors.    Forgive 
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me,  my  lords.  He  may  say  -what  he  pleases ;  I  will  not 
again  controvert  it.  But  there  is  no  order  ;  if  there  is,  read 
it."] 

Mr.  Burke  then  proceeded*  Judge  you,  my  lords,  what 
the  insolence,  audacity,  and  cruelty  of  this  man  must  have 
been,  from  his  want  of  patience  in  his  present  situation,  and 
when  he  dares  to  hold  this  language  here.  Your  lordships 
will  reckon  with  him  for  it,  or  the  world  will  reckon  with 
you. 

Mr,  Hastings  here  again  interrupted  Mr.  Burke  and  said, 
"  There  was  no  order  for  inquiry." 

Mr.  Burke. — Your  lordships  have  heard  the  letter  read ; 
I  mean  the  letter  from  the  directors,  which  I  read  just  now. 
You  will  judge  whether  it  is  an  order  or  not.  I  did  hope 
^thin  these  two  days,  to  put  an  end  to  this  business ;  but 
when  your  lordships  hear  us  charged  with  direct  falsehood 
at  your  bar ;  when  you  hear  this  wicked  wretch  who  is  be- 
fore you — 

From  a  lord. — Order,  order,  order. 

Mr,  Burke. — Order,  my  lords,  we  call  for  in  the  name  of 
the  Commons.  Your  lordships  have  heard  us  accused,  at 
your  bar,  of  falsehood,  after  we  had  read  the  order  upon 
which  our  assertion  was  founded.  This  man,  whom  we 
have  described  as  the  scourge  and  terror  of  India ;  this  man 
gets  up,  and  charges  us,  not  with  a  mistake,  an  error,  a  wrong 
construction,  but  a  direct  falsehood  ;  and  adds,  that  his  pa- 
tience is  worn  out  with  the  falsehood  he  hears.  This  is  not 
an  English  court  of  justice  if  such  a  thing  is  permitted.  We 
beg  leave  to  retire,  and  take  instructions  from  our  constitu- 
ents. He  ought  to  be  sent  to  Bridewell  for  going  on  in  this 
manner. 

[Mr.  Wyndham  here  read  the  letter  again.] 

Mr.  Burke. — ^With  regard  to  the  ravings  of  this  unhappy 
man,  I  am  sure,  if  I  were  only  considering  what  passed  from 
him  to  the  managers  in  this  box,  and  knowing  what  allow- 
23* 
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ance  is  due  to  a  wounded  conscience,  brought  before  aa 
awful  tribunal,  and  smarting  under  the  impressions  of  its 
own  guilt,  I  would  pass  them  over.  But,  my  lords,  we  have 
the  honor  of  the  Commons ;  we  have  the  honor  of  this  court 
to  sustain.  [Your  lordships,  the  other  day,  for  an  offence 
committed  against  a  constable,  who  was  keeping  the  way 
mider  your  orders,  did  very  justly,  and  to  the  great  satisfac- 
tion of  the  public,  commit  the  party  to  Bridewell,  for  a  much 
slighter  insult  against  the  honor  and  dignity  of  your  court.] 
And  I  leave  it  therefore  for  the  present,  till  your  lordships 
can  seriously  consider  what  the  mode  of  proceeding  in  this 
matter  ought  to  be. — ^I  now  proceed. — 

We  have  read  to  your  lordships  the  orders  of  the  court  of 
directors ;  I  again  say  we  consider  them  as  orders ;  your 
lordships  are  as  good  judges  of  the  propriety  of  the  term  as 
we  are.  You  have  heard  them  read ;  you  have  also  heard 
that  the  council  at  Calcutta  considered  them  as  orders,  for 
resolutions  were  moved  upon  them  ;  and  Mr.  Stables,  in  evi- 
dence before  you  here,  who  was  one  of  the  council,  so  con- 
sidered them  ;  and  yet  this  man  has  the  frantic  audacity  in 
this  place,  to  assert  that  they  were  not  orders  ;  and  to  declare, 
that  he  cannot  stand  the  repetition  of  such  abominable  false- 
hoods as  are  perpetually  urged  against  him«  We  cannot  con- 
ceive that  your  lordships  will  suffer  this,  and  if  you  do,  I 
promise  you,  the  Commons  will  not  suffer  the  justice  of  the 
country  to  be  trifled  with  and  insulted  in  this  manner ;  be- 
cause, if  such  conduct  be  suffered  by  your  lordships,  they 
must  say  that  very  disagreeable  consequences  will  ensue, 
and  very  disagreeable  inferences  will  be  drawn  by  the  pub- 
lic concerning  it.  You  will  forgive,  and  wo  know  how  to 
forgive,  the  ravings  of  people  smarting  under  a  conscious 
sense  of  their  guilt.  But  when  we  are  reading  documents 
given  in  evidence,  and  are  commenting  upon  them,  the  use 
of  this  kind  of  language  really  deserves  your  lordships'  con- 
sideration.   As  for  us,  we  regard  it  no  more  than  we  should 
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Other  noise  and  brawlings  of  criminals,  who  in  irons  may  be 
led  through  the  streets,  raving  at  the  magistrate  that  has 
committed  them.  We  consider  him  as  a  poor,  miserable  man, 
railing  at  his  accusers ;  it  is  natural  he  should  fall  into  all 
these  frantic  ravings,  but  it  is  not  fit  or  natural  that  the 
court  should  indulge  him  in  them.  Your  lordships  shall  now 
hear  in  what  sense  Mr.  Wheler  and  Mr.  Stables,  two  other 
members  of  the  council,  understood  this  letter. 

Mr.  Wheler  thus  writes  : — "  It  always  has  been,  and  will 
be,  my  wish  to  perform  implicitly  the  orders  of  the  court  of 
directors,  and  I  trust  that  the  opinion  which  I  shall  give  upon 
that  part  of  the  court's  letter,  which  is  now  before  us,  will 
not  be  taken  up  against  its  meaning,  as  going  to  a  breach  of 
them  ;  the  orders  at  present  under  the  board's  consideration 
are  entirely  provisional. 

''  Nothing  has  passed  since  the  conclusion  of  the  agreement 
made  by  the  governor-general  with  the  vizier  at  Chunar, 
which  induces  me  to  allow  the  opinion  which  I  before  held, 
as  well  as  from  the  governor-general's  reports  to  this  board, 
as  the  opinions  which  I  have  heard  of  many  individuals, 
totally  unconcerned  in  the  subject,  that  the  begums  at  Pyza- 
bad,  did  take  a  hostile  part  against  the  company  during  the 
disturbances  at  Benares ;  and  I  am  impressed  with  a  convic- 
tion that  this  conduct  of  the  begums  did  not  proceed  entirely 
from  motives  of  self-defence  ;  but  as  the  court  of  directors 
seem  to  be  of  a  different  opinion,  and  conceive  that  there 
ought  tO'  be  stronger  proofs  of  the  defection  of  the  begums 
than  have  been  laid  before  them  ;  I  think,  that  before  we  de- 
cide on  their  orders,  the  late  and  present  resident  at  the 
vizier's  court,  and  the  commanding  officers  in  the  vizier's 
country,  ought  to  be  required  to  collect  and  lay  before  the 
board  all  the  information  they  can  obtain,  with  respect  to  the 
defection  of  the  begums  during  the  troubles  in  Benares,  and 
their  present  disposition  to  the  company." 

Mr.  Stables,  September  9th,    1783,   writes  thus:  "The 
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court  of  directors,  by  their  letter  of  the  14th  February,  1783, 
seem  not  to  be  satisfied  that  the  disaffection  of  the  begums 
to  this  government  is  sufficiently  proved  by  the  evidence 
before  them.  I  therefore  think  that  the  late  and  present 
resident,  and  commanding  officers  in  the  vizier's  country  at 
the  time,  should  be  called  upon  to  collect  what  further  infor- 
mation they  can  on  the  subject,  in  which  the  honor  and  dig- 
nity of  the  government  is  so  materially  concerned,  and  that 
such  information  may  be  immediately  transmitted  to  the 
court  of  directors." 

MThen  questioned  upon  this  subject  at  your  lordships'  bar, 
he  gives  this  evidence  : — "  Q.  What  was  your  motive  for  pro- 
posing that  investigation  ? — A,  A  letter  from  the  court  of 
directors ;  I  conceived  it  to  be  ordered  by  them.  Q.  Did 
you  conceive  the  letter  of  the  court  of  directors  positively  to 
direct  that  inquiry  ? — A.  I  did  so  certainly  at  the  time,  and  I 
beg  to  refer  to  the  minutes  which  expressed  it.  [A  question 
was  put  to  the  same  witness  by  a  noble  lord :]  Q.  The 
witness  has  stated,  that  at  the  time  he  has  mentioned,  he 
eonceived  the  letter  from  the  court  of  directors  to  order  an 
inquiry,  and  that  it  was  upon  that  opinion  that  he  regulated 
his  conduct,  and  his  proposed  for  such  inquiry ;  I  wish  to 
know  whether  the  expression  at  the  time  was  merely  casual, 
or  am  I  to  understand  from  it  that  the  witness  has  altered 
his  opinion  of  the  intention  of  this  letter  since  that  time  ? — 
A.  I  certainly  retain  that  opinion,  and  I  wished  the  inquiry 
to  go  on." 

My  lords,  you  see  that  his  colleagues  so  understood  it. 
You  see  that  we  so  understood  it,  and  still  you  have  heard 
the  prisoner,  after  charging  us  with  falsehood,  insultingly 
tell  us,  we  may  go  on  as  we  please,  we  may  go  on  in  our 
own  way.  If  your  lordships  think  that  it  was  not  a  posi- 
tive order  which  Mr.  Hastings  was  bound  to  obey,  you  will 
acquit  him  of  the  breach  of  it.  But  it  is  a  most  singular 
thing,  among  all  the  astonishing  circumstances  of  this  case, 
that  this  man,  who  has  heard,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end 
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of  his  trial,  breaches  of  the  company's  cnrders  constantly 
charged  upon  him, — ^nay,  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  there  is 
not  a  single  step  that  we  have  taken  in  this  prosecution,  or 
in  observations  upon  evidence,  in  which  we  have  not  charged 
him  with  an  avowed  direct  breach  of  the  company's  order — 
you  have  heard  it  ten  times  this  day, — ^in  his  defence  be- 
fore the  Commons,  he  declares  he  did  intentionally,  in  naming 
Mr.  Markham,  break  the  company's  orders  :  it  is  singular,  I 
say,  that  this  man  should  now  pretend  to  be  so  sore  upon 
this  point.  What  is  it  now  that  makes  him  break  through 
all  the  rules  of  common  decency  and  common  propriety,  and 
show  all  the  burnings  of  guilt,  upon  being  accused  of  the 
breach  of  one  of  the  innumerable  orders  which  he  has  broken  ; 
of  which  he  has  avowed  the  breaking,  and  attempted  to 
justify  himself  a  thousand  times  in  the  company's  books,  for 
having  broken? 

My  lords,  one  of  his  own  body,  one  of  the  council,  has 
sworn  at  your  bar,  what  he  repeatedly  declared  to  be  his 
sense  of  it.  We  consider  it  as  one  of  the  strongest  orders 
that  can  be  given,  because  the  reason  of  the  order  is  added 
to  it ;  the  directors  declaring  that,  if  it  should  not  be  found 
upon  inquiry — ^you  see,  my  lords,  it  puts  the  very  case — ^if 
you  do  not  find  such  and  such  things,  we  shall  consider  the 
English  honor  wounded  and  stained,  and  we  direct  you  to 
make  reparation.  There  are,  in  fact,  two  orders  contained  in 
this  letter,  which  we  take  to  be  equally  strong  and  positive  ; 
and  we  charge  him  with  the  breach  of  both — namely,  the 
order  for  inquiry,  and  the  conditional  order  of  restoring  to 
the  begums  their  jaghires,  or  making  satisfaction  for  them  ; 
and  in  case  of  any  apprehension  of  reluctance  in  the  nabob, 
to  bring  them  for  security  into  the  company's  territories. 
The  two  last  positive  orders  are  preceded  by  the  supposition 
of  an  inquiry,  which  was  to  justify  him  either  in  the  acts  he 
had  done,  or  to  justify  him  in  making  restitution.  He  did 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other.  We  aver  that  he  disobeyed 
all  these  orders.  And  now  let  his  impatience  break  out 
again. 
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Your  lordships  have  seen,  amongst  the  various  pretences 
by  which  this  man  has  endeavored  to  justify  his  various 
delinquences,  that  of  fearing  to  offend  the  nabob,  by  the  re- 
storation of  their  jaghires  to  the  begums,  is  one.  Your  lord- 
ships will  form  your  own  judgment  of  the  truth  or  false- 
hood of  this  pretence,  when  you  shall  have  heard  the  letter 
which  I  shall  now  read  to  you,  written  to  Mr.  Hastings  by 
the  nabob  himself. 

Letter  from  the   Nabob    Vizier   to   Mr,    Hctstings^    2Sth 
February,  1782. 

^^You  performed  on  every  occasion  towards  me  what- 
ever was  becoming  of  friendship ;  I  too  have  done  whatever 
affection  required  and  you  commanded,  and  in  future  also, 
whatever  may  be  your  pleasure,  there  shall  be  no  devia- 
tion therefrom,  because  whatever  you  direct  is  altogether 
for  my  benefit.  The  business  for  which  I  came  to  Fyza- 
bad  is  become  settled  by  your  favor ;  particulcms  will  become 
known  to  your  wisdom  from  the  writings  of  Mr.  Middleton. 
I  am  grateful  for  your  favors.  If  in  these  matters  you  sin- 
cerely approve  me,  communicate  it,  for  it  will  be  a  comfort 
to  me.  Having  appointed  my  own  aumils  to  the  jaghire  of 
the  lady  mother,  I  have  engaged  to  pay  her  cash.  She  has 
complied  with  my  views.  Her  pleasure  is,  that  after  receiv- 
ing an  engagement,  he  should  deliver  up  the  jaghires.  What 
is  your  pleasure  in  this  matter  ?  If  you  command,  it  will 
comfort  the  lady  mother  giving  her  back  the  jaghire  after  I 
have  obtained  my  views  ,*  or  I  will  have  it  under  my  aumil. 
I  am  obedient  to  your  pleasure." 

Your  lordships  here  see  the  begum  a  suppliant  to  have  her 
jaghire  restored,  (after  entering  into  some  engagement  that 
might  have  been  required  of  her,)  and  the  nabob,  in  a  tone 
equally  suppliant,  expressing  his  consent,  at  least,  that  her 
request  should  be  complied  with,  if  the  command  of  Mr. 
Hastings  could  be  jHrocured.    My  lords,  in  order  to  save  your 
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lordships'  time,  and  that  I  might  not  overload  this  business, 
I  did  not  intend  to  have  troubled  you  with  any  observations 
upop  this  part  of  it ;  but  the  charge  of  falsehood  which  the 
prisoner  at  your  bar  has  had  the  audacity  to  bring  against  us, 
has  induced  me  to  lay  it  more  particularly  before  you.     We 
have  now  done  with  it ;  but  before  we  retire,  your  lordships 
^vill  permit  me  to  recapitulate  briefly  the  substance  of  what 
has  now  been  urged  respecting  his  conduct  towards  these 
miserable  women.    We  accuse  him  of  reiterated  breaches  of 
the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  both  in  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  them,  and  of  his  contempt  of  the  opinions  which 
his  colleagues  in  office  had  formed  of  them.     We  charge  him 
with  the  aggravation  of  these  delinquencies,  by  the  oppres- 
sion and  ruin  which  they  brought  upon  the  family  of  the 
nabob,  by  the  infraction  of  treaties,  and  by  the  disrepute 
which  in  his  person  was  sustained  by  the  government  he 
represented,  and  by  the  stain  left  upon  the  justice,  honor, 
and  good  faith  of  the  English  nation.     We  charge  him  with 
their  farther  aggravation,  by  sundry  false  pretences  alleged  by 
him  in  justification  of  this  conduct,  the  pretended  reluctance 
of  the  nabob,  the  fear  of  offending  him,  the  suggestion  of 
the  begums  having  forgotten  and  forgiven  the  wrongs  they 
had  suffered,  and  of  the  danger  of  reviving  their  discontent 
by  any  attempt  to  redress  them,  and  by  his  insolent  lan- 
guage, that  the  majesty  of  justice  with  which  he  impudently 
invests  himself,  was  only  to  be  approached  with  solicitation* 
We  have  farther  stated,  that  the  pretence  that  he  was  only 
concerned  in  this  business  as  an  accessory,  is  equally  false  ; 
it  being  on  the  contrary  notorious,  that  the  nabob  was  the 
accessory,  forced  into  the  service,  and  a  mere  instrument  in 
his  hands ;  and  that  he  and  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  (whose  em- 
plojrment  in  this  business  we  stated  as  a  farther  aggravation,) 
were  the  authors  and  principal  agents.     And  we  farther  con- 
tend, that  each  of  these  aggravations  and  pretences  is  itself, 
in  fact,  and  in  its  principle,  a  substantive  crime. 
Your  lordships  witnessed  the  insolence  with  which  this 
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man,  stung  to  the  quick  by  the  recital  of  his  crime,  inter- 
rupted me ;  and  you  heard  his  recrimination  of  falsehood 
against  us.  We  again  avouch  the  truth  of  all  and  every  word 
we  have  uttered,  and  the  validity  of  every  proof  with  which 
we  have  supported  them.  Let  his  impatience,  I  say,  now 
again  burst  forth ;  he  who  feels  so  sensibly  every  thing  that 
touches  him,  and  yet  seeks  for  an  act  of  indemnity  for  his 
own  atrocities,  by  endeavoring  to  make  you  believe,  that  the 
wrongs  of  a  desolated  family  are,  within  one  year,  forgotten 
by  them,  and  buried  in  oblivion. 

1  trust,  my  lords,  that  both  his  prosecutors  and  his  judges 
will  evince  that  patience,  which  the  criminal  wants.  Justice 
is  not  to  wait  to  have  its  majesty  approached  with  solicita- 
tion ;  we  see  that  throne,  in  which  resides  invisibly,  but 
virtually,  the  majesty  of  England;  we  see  your  lordships 
representing,  in  succession,  the  juridical  authority  in  the 
highest  court  in  this  kingdom ;  but  we  do  not  approach  you 
with  solicitation  ;  we  make  it  a  petition  of  right ;  we  claim 
it ;  we-  demand  it.  The  right  of  seeking  redress  is  not  sup- 
pliant, even  before  the  majesty  of  England ;  it  comes  boldly 
forward,  and  never  thinks  it  offends  its  sovereign,  by  claiming 
what  is  the  right  of  all  his  people. 

We  have  now  done  with  this  business ;  a  business  as  atro- 
cious as  any  that  is  known  in  the  history  of  mankind  ;  a  busi- 
ness that  has  stained,  throughout  all  Asia,  the  British  charac- 
ter, and  by  which  our  fame  for  honor,  integrity,  and  public 
faith,  has  been  forfeited  ;  a  business  which  has  introduced  us 
throughout  that  country,  as  breakers  of  faith,  destroyers  of 
treaties,  plunderers  of  the  weak  and  unprotected ;  and  has 
dishonored,  and  will  for  ever  dishonor,  the  British  name. 
Your  lordships  have  had  all  this  in  evidence.  You  have 
seen  in  what  manner  the  nabob,  his  country,  his  revenues, 
his  subjects,  his  mother,  his  family,  his  nobility,  and  all  their 
fortunes,  real  and  personal,  have  been  disposed  of  by  the 
prisoner  at  your  bar ;  and  having  seen  this,  you  will,  by  the 
impatience  of  this  criminal,  estimate  the  patience  of  the 
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unfortunate  women  into  whose  injuries  he  refused  to  inquire. 
What  he  would  not  do,  the  Commons  have  done.  They  know 
that  you  have  a  feeling  different  from  that  which  he  mani- 
fested on  this  occasion ;  they  do  not  approach  you  suppliantly, 
but  demand  justice ;  they  insist  that  as  the  Commons  have 
done  their  part,  your  lordships  will  perform  yours. 

We  shall  next  proceed  to  show  your  lordships  how  he 
acted  towards  another  set  of  women,  the  women  of  the  late 
Sujah  Dowlah,  and  for  whom  the  directors  had  ordered  a 
maintenance  to  be  secured  by  an  express  treaty.  You  will 
see  that  he  is  cruel  towards  the  weak  sex,  and  to  all  others, 
in  proportion  as  they  are  weak  and  powerless  to  resist  him. 

You  will  see,  I  say,  when  he  had  usurped  the  whole  gov- 
ernment of  Oude,  and  brought  it  into  a  servile  dependence  on 
himself,  how  these  women  fared,  and  then  your  lordships 
will  judge  whether  or  not,  and  in  what  degree,  he  is  crim- 
inal. 

[Adjourned, 
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TRIAL. 

THURSDAY,  larn  JUNE,  1794. 


SEVENTH   DAT  OF  REPLY. 

tMft.   Bu&KE.) 

Mt  Lords,  —  When  I  had  last  the  honor  of  addressing 
your  lordships  from  this  place,  my  obrervations  were  princi- 
pally directed  to  the  unjust  confiscation  and  seizure  of  the 
jaghires  and  treasures  of  the  begums,  without  previous  accu- 
sation, or  trial,  or  subsequent  inquiry  into  their  conduct ;  in 
violation  of  a  treaty  made  with  them  and  guarantied  by  the 
East  India  Company  ; — to  the  long  imprisonment  and  cruel 
treatment  of  their  ministers,  and  to  the  false  pretences  and 
abominable  principles  by  which  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  has 
attempted  to  justify  his  conduct. 

The  several  acts  of  violence  and  of  oppression  were,  as  we 
have  shown  your  lordships,  committed  with  circumstances  of 
aggravated  atrocity  highly  disgraceful  to  the  British  name 
and  character  ;  and  particularly  by  his  forcing  the  nabob  to 
l)ecome  the  means  and  instrument  of  reducing  his  mother 
and  grandmother  and  their  families  to  absolute  want  and  dis- 
tress. 

I  have  now  to  call  your  attention  to  his  treatment  of 
another  branch  of  this  miserable  family;  the  women  and 
children  of  the  late  nabob  Sujah  ul  Dowlah.  These  persons 
were  dependent  upon  the  begums  ;  and,  by  the  confiscation 
of  their  property,  and  by  the  ruin  of  various  persons  who 
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would  otherwise  have  cotatributed  to  their  maintenance,  were 
reduced  to  the  last  extremity  of  indigence  and  want.  Being 
left  without  the  common  necessaries  of  life,  they  were  driven 
to  the  necessity  of  breaking  through  all  those  local  princi- 
ples of  decorum,  which  constitute  the  character  of  the  female 
sex  in  that  part  of  the  world  ;  and,  after  fruitless  supplica- 
tions and  shrieks  of  famine,  they  endeavored  to  break  the 
inclosure  of  the  palace,  and  to  force  their  way  to  the  market- 
place in  order  to  beg  for  bread.  When  they  had  thus  been 
forced  to  submit  to  the  extremity  of  disgrace  and  degrada- 
tion, by  exposing  themselves  to  public  view  with  the  starving 
children  of  their  late  sovereign,  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the 
reigning  prince,  they  were,  in  this  attempt,  attacked  by  the 
sepoys  armed  with  bludgeons,  and  driven  back  by  blows  into 
the  palace. 

My  lords,  we  have  first  laid  before  you  the  sufferings  and 
disgraces  of  women  of  the  first  distinction  in  Asia ;  protected 
by  their  rank— protected  by  their  sex — ^protected  by  their 
near  relation  to  the  prince  of  the  country — protected  by  two 
guaranties  of  the  representative  of  the  British  government  in 
India.  We  now  come  to  another  class  of  women,  who  suf- 
fered by  the  violent  misappropriation  of  the  revenues  of  the 
nabob,  by  which  their  regular  allowance  was  taken  from 
them  ;  and  your  lordships  will  find,  that  this  man's  crimes, 
at  every  step  we  take,  ripen  into  guilt ;  his  acts  of  positive 
injustice  are  always  aggravated  by  his  conduct  with  regard 
to  the  consequences  of  them,  and  form  but  a  small  part  in  the 
mass  of  oppression  and  tyranny,  which  we  have  brought  be- 
fore you. 

My  lords,  the  unjust  seizure  of  the  jaghires  and  treasures 
of  the  begums,  out  of  which  those  women  were  maintained, 
reduced  them  to  a  state  of  indigence,  and  exposed  them  not 
only  to  the  sufferings  which  belong  to  the  physical  nature  of 
man,  but  also  to  the  indignities  which  particularly  affected 
their  sex  and  condition.  But  before  I  proceed,  I  will  beg 
leave  to  restate  to  your  lordships,  and  recall  to  your  memory 
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who  these  women  were.  The  naboh  Sujah  Dowlah  had  bat 
one  legitimate  wife  ;  though  the  Mahomedan  law  admits  of 
this  number's  being  extended  in  certain  cases  even  to  four — 
yet  it  is  for  the  most  part  held  disreputable,  especially  when 
a  person  is  married  to  a  woman  of  the  first  distinction,  to 
have  more  than  one  legitimate  wife.  Upon  looking  into  the 
Hedaia  your  lordships  will  see  with  what  extreme  rigor  forni- 
cation is  forbidden  ;  but  we  know  that  persons  of  high  rank, 
by  customs  that  supersede  both  religion  and  laws,  add  to  the 
number  of  their  wives,  or  substitute  in  their  room  wives  of  a 
subordinate  description,  and  indulge  themselves  in  this  license 
to  an  unlimited  degree  ;  you  will  find  in  Chardin's  Travels, 
where  he  treats  of  the  subject  of  marriage,  that  such  is  the 
custom  of  all  the  princes  of  the  East.  The  wives  of  this 
subordinate  class,  though  they  are  in  reality  no  better  than 
concubines,  and  are  subject  to  the  power  and  caprices  of  their 
lords,  are  yet  allowed,  in  the  eye  of  the  severest  moralists,  to 
have  some  excuse  for  their  frailty  and  their  weakness ;  and 
they  accordingly  always  do  find  a  degree  of  favor  in  this 
world,  and  become  the  object  of  particular  protection. 

We  know  that  Sujah  ul  Dowlah  was  a  man  unquestionably 
in  his  manners  very  licentious  with  regard  to  women,  that  he 
had  a  great  number  of  these  women  in  his  family  -,  and  that 
his  women  and  the  women  attendant  upon  the  persons  of  his 
favorites  had  increased  to  a  very  great  number.  We  know, 
that  his  sons  amounted  to  twenty ;  or  according  to  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's own  account  to  nineteen.  Montesquieu  supposes  that 
there  are  more  females  born  in  the  East  than  in  the  West. 
But  he  says  this  upon  no  good  ground.  We  know  by  better 
and  more  regular  information  concerning  this  matter,  that  the 
birth  of  males  and  females  in  that  country,  is  in  the  same 
proportion  as  it  is  here  ;  and  therefore  if  you  suppose  that  he 
had  twenty  sons,  you  may  suppose  he  had  about  nineteen 
daughters.  By  the  customs  of  that  country  all  these  sons 
and  daughters  were  considered  as  persons  of  eminent  distinc- 
tion, though  inferior  to  the  legitimate  children ;  assuming 
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the  rank  of  their  father,  without  considering  the  rank  which 
their  mother  held.  All  these  wives  with  their  children,  and 
all  their  female  servants  and  attendants,  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  about  eight  hundred  persons,  were  shut  up  in 
what  they  call  the  Ehourd  Mhal,  or  lesser  palace.  This 
place  is  described  by  one  of  the  witnesses  to  be  about  as 
large  as  St.  James's  Square.  Your  lordships  have  been  told 
that  in  other  circumstances,  as  well  as  this,  these  women  were 
considered  as  objects  of  a  great  degree  of  respect,  and  of  the 
greatest  degree  of  protection.  I  refer  your  lordships  to  the 
treaty  by  which  their  maintenance  was  guarantied  by  the 
English  government. 

In  order  to  let  your  lordships  see  that  I  state  nothing  to 
you  but  what  is  supported  not  only  by  general  history,  which 
is  enough  to  support  an  account  of  general  manners,  but  by 
the  particular  and  peculiar  opinions  of  a  person  best  informed 
of  the  nature  of  the  case ;  I  will  refer  you  to  the  nabob 
himself ;  for  undoubtedly  the  nabob  of  Oude,  the  vizier  of 
the  empire,  the  subadar  of  the  country,  was  most  likely  to 
be  the  best  judge  of  what  respect  was  due  to  the  women  of 
his  father's  family.  I  will  therefore  read  to  your  lordships, 
from  his  own  letters,  what  the  nabob's  opinion  was  upon  this 
subject. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  vizier,  received  23d  of  August, 
1782 : — "  I  never  found  resource  equal  to  the  necessary 
expenses.  Every  year  by  taking  from  the  ministers  and 
seUing  the  articles  of  my  Harkhanna,  I  with  great  distress 
transacted  the  business ;  but  I  could  not  take  care  of  my 
dependents,  so  that  some  of  my  brothers,  from  their  difficul- 
ties, arose  and  departed ;  and  the  people  of  the  Khourd  Mhal 
of  the  late  nawab,  who  are  all  my  mothers,  from  their  distres- 
ses are  reduced  to  poverty  and  involved  in  difficulties ;  no 
man  of  rank  is  deficient  in  the  care  of  his  dependents,  in 
proportion  to  his  ability." 
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Another  letter  from  the  vizier,  received  the  3l8t  July, 
1784:— "My  brother,  dear  as  life,  Saadit  Ali  Ehin,  has 
requested  that  I  would  permit  his  mother  to  go  and  reside 
with  him ;  my  friend,  ali  the  mothers  of  my  brothers,  and 
the  women  of  the  late  nawab,  whom  I  respect  as  my  own 
mothers,  are  here,  and  it  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  support 
them ;  accordingly  I  do  it,  and  it  is  improper  that  they  should 
be  separated,  nor  do  I  approve  it.  By  God's  blessing  and 
your  kindness,  I  hope  that  all  the  women  of  the  late  nawab 
may  remain  here ;  it  is  the  wish  also  of  my  grandmother 
and  my  mother  that  they  should." 

Your  lordships  now  see  in  what  degree  of  estimation  the 
nabob  held  these  women.  He  regarded  the  wives  of  his 
father  as  his  honorary  mothers ;  he  considers  their  children 
as  his  brethren  ;  he  thinks  it  would  be  highly  dishonorable 
to  his  government,  if  one  of  them  was  taken  out  of  the 
sanctuary  in  which  they  are  placed,  and  in  which,  he  says, 
the  great  of  the  country  are  obliged  to  maintain  their  de- 
pendents. This  is  the  account  given  by  the  person  best 
acquainted  with  the  usages  of  the  country  ;  best  acquainted 
with  his  own  duties ;  best  acquainted  with  his  own  wishes. 

Now,  my  lords,  you  will  see  in  what  light  another  person, 
the  agent  of  a  trading  company,  who  designates  himself 
under  the  name  of  majesty,  and  assumes  other  great  distinc- 
tions, presumes  also  to  consider  these  persons  ;  and  in  what 
contempt  he  is  pleased  to  hold,  what  is  respected,  and  what 
is  held  sacred  in  that  country.  What  I  am  now  going  to 
quote,  is  from  the  prisoner's  second  defence.  For  I  muk 
remind  your  lordships,  that  Mr.  Hastings  has  made  three  d^ 
fences ;  one  in  the  House  of  Commons  ;  another  in  the  lobby 
of  the  House  of  Commons  ;  and  a  third  at  you  lordships'  bar. 
The  second  defence,  though  delivered  without  name,  to  the 
members  in  the  lobby  of  the  House  of  Commons,  has  been 
proved  at  your  lordships'  bar,  to  be  written  by  himself. 
This  lobby,  this  out-of-door  defence,  militates  in  some  jre- 
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spects,  as  your  lordships  will  find,  with  the  in-door  defence  ; 
but  it  probably  contains  the  real  sentiments  of  Mr.  Hastings 
himself,  deUvered  with  a  little  more  freeness  when  he  gets 
into  the  open  air,  like  the  man  who  was  so  vain  of  some 
silly  plot  he  had  hatched,  that  he  told  it  to  the  hackney 
coachman,  and  every  man  he  met  in  the  streets. 

He  says,  "  Begums  are  the  ladibs  of  an  Eastern  prince,  but 
these  women  are  also  styled  the  ladies  of  the  late  vizier,  and 
their  sufferings  are  painted  in  such  strong  colors,  that  the 
unsuspecting  reader  is  led  to  mix  the  subjects  together,  and 
to  suppose  that  these  latter  too  were  princesses  of  Oude ; 
that  all  their  sufferings  proceeded  from  some  act  of  mine,  or 
had  the  sanction  of  my  authority  or  permission.  The  fact 
is,  that  the  persons  of  the  Khourd  Mahl  (or  little  seraglio) 
were  young  creatures,  picked  up  wherever  youth  and  beauty 
could  be  found,  and  mostly  purchased  from  amongst  the  most 
necessitous  and  meanest  ranks  of  the  people,  for  the  nabob's 
pleasures."  In  the  in-door  defence,  he  says,  "  The  said 
women,  who  were  mostly  persons  of  low  condition,  and  the 
said  children,  if  any  such  there  were,  lived  in  the  Khourd 
Mahl,  on  an  establishment  entirely  distinct  from  the  said 
begums." 

My  lords,  you  have  seen  what  was  the  opinion  of  the 
nabob,  who  ought  to  know  the  nature  and  circumstances  of 
his  father's  palace,  respecting  these  women  ;  you  hear  what 
Mr.  Hastings's  opinion  is :  and  now  the  question  is,  whether 
your  lordships  will  consider  these  women  in  the  same  light 
in  which  the  person  does  who  is  most  nearly  connected  with 
them,  and  most  likely  to  know  them  ;  or  in  the  way  in  which 
Mr.  Hastings  has  thought  proper  within  doors  to  describe 
them.  Your  lordships  will  be  pleased  to  observe,  that  he 
has  brought  no  proof  whatever  of  facts,  which  are  so  boldly 
asserted  by  him  in  defiance  of  proof  to  the  contrary,  totally 
at  variance  with  the  letter  of  the  son  of  the  man  to  whom 
these  women  belonged.     Your  lordships,  I  say,  will  remark, 

VOL.  viu,  24 
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that  he  has  produced  not  one  word  of  evidence,  either  within 
the  House  of  Commons,  or  the  House  of  Peers,  or  in  the  lobby, 
or  any  where  else,  to  verify  any  one  word  he  has  said.  He 
slanders  these  women,  in  order  to  lessen  that  compassion  which 
your  lordships  might  have  for  the  sufferings  he  inflicted  upon 
them.  But  admitting  that  some  of  these  women  were  of  a 
meaner  condition,  and  that  they  derived  nothing  from  their 
connection  with  the  dignity  of  the  person  by  whom  they  had 
children,  (and  we  know  that  in  the  whole  they  amounted  to 
about  fourscore  children,  the  nabob  having  a  race  like  the 
patriarchs  of  old,  as  many  great  persons  in  that  part  of  the 
world  still  have,)  supposing  I  say  all  this  to  be  true ;  yet, 
when  persons  are  reduced  from  ease  and  affluence  to  misery 
and  distress,  they  naturally  excite  in  the  mind  a  greater 
degree  of  compassion  by  comparing  the  circumstances,  in 
which  they  once  stood,  with  those  into  which  they  are 
fallen  ]  for  famine,  degradation,  and  oppression  were  famine, 
degradation,  and  oppression  to  those  persons,  even  though 
they  were  as  mean  as  Mr.  Hastings  chooses  to  represent 
them.  But  I  hope,  as  you  will  sympathize  with  the  great 
on  account  of  their  condition,  that  you  will  sympathize  with 
all  mankind  on  the  ground  of  the  common  condition  of  hu- 
manity, which  belongs  to  us  all ;  therefore  I  hope  your  lord- 
ships will  not  consider  the  calumny  of  Mr.  Hastings  against 
those  women,  as  any  other  than  as  an  aggravation  of  his 
offence  against  them.  That  is  the  light  in  which  the  House 
of  Commons  considered  it ;  for  they  had  heard  both  his  in- 
door and  out-door  defence,  and  they  still  persevered  in  mak- 
ing the  charge,  and  do  persevere  in  making  it  still. 

We  have  first  stated  what  these  women  were ;  in  what 
light  they  stood  with  the  nabob  ;  in  what  light  they  stood 
with  the  country  at  large.  I  have  now  to  state  in  what 
light  they  stood  with  the  British  government,  previous  to 
this  invasion  of  their  rights ;  and  we  will  prov^  they  were 
the  actual  subjects  of  a  guaranty  by  the  company. 
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Extract  from  an  agreement  made  by  Mr.  Middleton,  to  all 
the  particulars  of  which  he  engages  to  procure  a  treaty  from 
the  nabob  Azoph  ul  Dowlah  after  his  arrival,  and  that  he  will 
also  sign  it,  as  follows  : — 

"  First,  that  whenever  the  begum  shall  choose  to  go  to 
Mecca,  she  shall  be  permitted  to  go." 

^'  Second,  that  when  the  nabob  shall  arrive,  I  (Mr.  Mid- 
dleton)  will  procure  suitable  allowances  to  be  made  to  the 
ladies  of  the  zenana,  and  the  children  of  the  late  nabob  Sujah 
ul  Dowlah,  and  take  care  that  they  are  paid." 

"  Third,  that  the  festivals  (shaddee)  and  marriages  of  the 
children  of  the  late  nabob  Sujah  ul  Dowlah,  shall  be  at  the 
disposal  of  the  begum ;  whenever  she  thinks  proper  she  shall 
marry  them;  and  whatever  money  shall  be  necessary  for 
these  expenses  shall  be  paid  by  the  nabob  i" 

"  Fourth,  th&t  the  Syer  of  Coda  Gunge  and  Ally  Gunge 
shall  be  retained  by  the  begum  as  heretofore." 

"Fifth,  that  I  (Mr.  Middleton)  will,  upon  the  arrival  of  the 
nabob,  procure  vizier  Gunge  and  the  garden  of  Sepoy  dand 
Khan,  or  their  equivalent,  for  the  begum." 

"  Sixth,  that  I  (Mr.  Middleton)  will  endeavor  to  obtain 
from  the  nabob  the  sum  of  1,150,000  rupees  on  account  of 
the  purchase  of  Metchee  Bohaun,  and  the  house  of  Sahebjee, 
and  the  fort  of  the  Gossim,  with  the  land  and  garden  and 
the  barraderry  on  the  banks  of  Goomply,  and  bazar  and 
garden  of  the  house  of  Mahnarain  and  the  house  of  Beng 
Peofand  at  Lucknow;  all  of  which  the  nabob  Azoph  ul 
Dowlah  has  assumed  possession  of." 

"  Seventh,  that  I  will  settle  with  the  nabob  the  allowances 
to  be  made  in  ready  money  to  the  ladies  of  the  zenana  and 
others  specified,  in  the  following  amount : — Total,  17  lacks, 
250  rupees  per  month." 

"  Eighth,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  nabob  Azoph  ul  Dowlah 
Bahadre,  I  will  endeavor  with  all  my  influence  to  settle  the 
monthly  allowances  of  Mohrum  Ally  Khan  and  Mahmud 
Eltifant  Kiian,  &c.,  the  attendants  of  the  begums." 
24* 
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'^  Ninth,  that,  if  the  begum  shall  go  to  Mecca,  she  shall 
leaire  her  mahals  and  jaghires  to  the  begum,  the  mother  of 
Azoph  ul  Dowlab,  who  shall  remit  the  revenues  thereof  to 
the  Burree  Begum ;  no  one  shall  prevent  her  enjoying  her 
jaghires." 

Now,  my  lords,  we  will  read  the  copy  of  an  engagement 
under  the  seal  of  the  nabob  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  and  under  the 
seal  and  signature  in  English,  of  Mr.  Middleton,  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  First,  I,  who  am  the  nabob  Azoph  ul  Dowlah  Bahadre, 
do  agree,  that  the  jaghires  and  the  ginges  and  monthly  al* 
lowance  of  the  officers  and  servants,  and  of  the  ladies  of  the 
zenana,  and  of  those  specified  in  the  accounts  annexed,  shall 
be  at  the  disposal  and  under  the  management  and  authority  of 
the  begum,  and  no  one  shall  oppose  or  prevent  it ;  this  I  will 
punctually  observe.  In  this  agreement  Mr.  Middleton  and 
the  English  are  engaged." 

"  Second,  whenever  the  begum  may  choose  to  go  to  Mecca 
I  will  not  oppose  it." 

^'  Third,  whenever  the  begum  should  go  to  Mecca,  she 
shall  leave  her  lands,  jaghires,  &c.,  either  in  the  care  of  my 
mother  or  of  me ;  and  I  will  procure  bills  for  the  amount  of 
their  revenues,  and  send  them  to  her ;  no  one  shall  oppose 
this." 

'^  Fourth,  the  begum  shall  have  authority  over  all  the  la- 
dies of  her  zenana,  she  shall  let  them  remain  with  me  and 
not  let  them  go  any  where  without  my  permission,  or  keep 
them  with  her." 

'^  Fifth,  the  jaghires  Coda  Gunge  and  Ally  Gunge,  &c.  with 
the  mahal  and  syer  belonging  to  the  begum  and  made  over, 
shall  remain  as  heretofore  in  her  possession. — Total,  14,460 
rupees  per  month." 

''  Eighth,  the  begum  has  authority  over  the  ladies  and  at- 
tendants of  the  zenana ;  neither  myself  nor  any  one  else 
wiU  oppose  it." 
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"  Ninth,  the  begum  (my  grandmother)  shall  have  the  au- 
thority in  all  festivals,  and  in  the  marriage  of  the  children  of 
the  late  nabob  Sujah  ul  Dowlah,  and  with  the  consent  of 
my  mother  and  myself,  shall  regulate  them;  excepting  in 
the  festivals,  (shaddee,)  the  authority  is  mine." 

'^  The  English  are  guaranties  to  the  above  engagementS| 
80  long  as  the  begum  shall  exist." 

Your  lordships  will  observe  something  here  worthy  of  your 
notice.  You  will  first  perceive,  that  the  very  treaty  in  which 
Mr.  Hastings,  by  his  representative,  Mr.  Middleton,  was  a 
party  concerned,  supposes  that  the  nabob  Sujah  ul  Dowlah 
bad  other  children  besides  the  reigning  prince  by  his  sole 
legitimate  wife ;  and  yet  Mr.  Hastings  in  his  defence  has 
thought  proper,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  that  circumstance, 
to  doubt  whether  there  were  any  other  children.  You  next 
see,  that  these  women  have  Mr.  Middleton's  (that  is,  Mr. 
Hastings's)  guaranty  for  the  allowances  which  are  made  and 
settled  upon  them,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  their  attend- 
ants, for  the  security  and  enjoyment  of  their  own  possessions, 
for  their  having  a  law  officer  of  high  rank,  a  moulavre  of 
their  own.  In  short,  there  is  a  regular  establishment  formed 
for  all  these  women  ;  they  are  not  separated  as  a  part  distinct 
from  the  begums  ;  but  they  are  put,  by  this  very  guaranty, 
entirely  under  their  management ;  the  maintenance  of  the 
children  is  secured,  the  whole  order  and  economy  of  their 
establishment  is  delivered  entirely  to  the  begum  the  grand- 
mother, and  the  begum  the  mother  of  the  nabob. 

My  lords,  you  see  that  all  these  arrangements  have  the 
solemn  guaranty  of  the  company,  and  that  these  women 
form  a  very  considerable  part  of  that  guaranty ;  and  therefore 
your  lordships  will  not  treat  their  sufferings,  inflicted  in  vio- 
lation of  the  company's  own  settlement  and  guaranty,  as  a 
matter  of  no  consideration  for  you.     But  to  proceed — 

We  have  proved  to  your  lordships,  that  the  nabob  was  re- 
duced to  a  state  of  the  greatest  possible  misery  and  distress ; 
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that  his  whole  revenue  was  sequestered  into  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Hastings's  agents ;  and  that  by  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  he 
was  to  be  relieved  from  the  expense  of  a  body  of  troops,  with 
which  he  had  been  burdened  without  his  own  voluntary  ccmi- 
sent ;  nay  more,  the  temporary  brigade  which  Mr.  Hastings 
proposed  to  take  off,  but  kept  on ;  which  he  considers  not 
only  as  a  great  distress  to  his  finances,  but  a  dreadful  scourge 
and  calamity  to  his  country ;  there  was  a  whole  pension  list 
upon  it,  with  such  enormous  pensions  as  £18,000  a  year  to 
Sir  Eyre  Ooote,  and  other  pensions  that  Mr.  Hastings  proposed 
to  take  off,  but  did  not.  That  in  proportion  as  the  nabob's 
distress  increased,  Mr.  Hastings's  demands  increased  too  ;  he 
was  not  satisfied  with  taking  from  him  for  the  company,  but 
he  took  from  him  for  himself ;  he  demanded  JB600,000  as  a 
loan,  when  he  knew  he  had  neither  money  nor  credit. 

The  consequence  of  these  acts  of  violence  was,  that  these 
people,  besieged  by  the  English  troops,  and  deprived  of  every 
resource,  even  of  the  funds  of  charity,  by  which  the  protect- 
ors of  the  family,  male  aud  female,  might  have  relieved 
them,  but  which  the  cruel  rapacity  of  Mr.  Hastings  had 
either  entirely  taken  away,  or  greatly  diminished,  were  re- 
duced to  the  last  extremity  of  distress. 

After  the  length  of  time  which  has  elapsed  since  we  first 
brought  these  matters,  with  their  proofs,  I  shall  beg  leave, 
before  you  go  to  judgment,  to  refresh  your  memory  with  a 
recital  of  a  part  of  that  evidence ;  in  order  that  your  lordships 
may  again  fully  and  distinctly  comprehend  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  oppression,  cruelty,  and  injustice  committed  by 
Mr.  Hastings,  and  by  which  you  may  estimate  the  punish- 
ment you  will  inflict  upon  him. 

Letter  from  Captain  Leonard  Jaques  to  Richard  Johnson^ 
Esq.,  Resident  at  the  Vizier^s  Court ;  March  6<A,  1783. 

"  Sir, — The  women  belonging  to  the  Khourd  Mahl  com- 
plain of  their  being  in  want  of  every  necessary  of  life,  and 
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are  at  last  drove  to  that  desperation,  that  they  at  night  get 
on  the  top  of  the  ze9ana,  make  a  great  disturbance,  and 
last  night  not  only  abused  the  centinels  posted  in  the  gar- 
dens, but  threw  dirt  at  them ;  they  threatened  to  throw 
themselves  from  the  walls  of  the  zenana,  and  also  to  break 
out  of  it.  Humanity  obliges  me  to  acquaint  you  of  this 
matter,  and  to  request  to  know  if  you  have  any  direction  to 
give  me  concerning  it.  I  also  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  I 
sent  for  Lataffit  Ali  Khan,  the  cojah  who  has  the  charge  of 
them,  who  informed  me,  their  complaint  is  well  grounded,  that 
they  have  sold  every  thing  they  had,  even  to  the  clothes 
from  their  backs,  and  now  have  no  means  of  existing ;  en- 
closed, I  transmit  you  a  letter  from  Monatall  on  the  subject." 

Letter  from  Captain  Jaques  to  Richard  Johnson^  Esq.  ; 
March  7th,  1782. 

"  Sir, — ^I  beg  leave  to  address  you  again  concerning  the 
women  in  the  Khourd  Mahl ;  their  behavior  last  night  was 
so  furious,  that  there  seemed  the  greatest  probability  of  their 
proceeding  to  the  utmost  extremities,  and  that  they  would 
either  throw  themselves  from  the  walls,  or  force  the  doors  of 
the  zenana.  I  have  made  every  inquiry  concerning  the 
cause  of  their  complaints,  and  find  from  Lataffit  Ali  Ehan, 
that  they  are  in  a  starving  condition,  having  sold  all  their 
clothes  and  necessaries,  and  now  have  not  wherewithal  to 
support  nature  ;  and  as  my  instructions  are  quite  silent  upon 
this  head,  should  be  glad  to  know  how  to  proceed  in  case 
they  were  to  force  the  doors  of  the  zenana ;  as  I  suspect  it 
will  happen,  should  no  subsistence  be  very  quickly  sent  to 
them." 

Letter  from  Major  Gilpin  to  John  Bristow,  Esq.,  Resident 
at  the  Court  of  Lucknow ;  30/A  October,  1782. 

"  Last   night,   about   eight   o'clock,   the   women    in   the 
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Khourd  Mahl  zenana,  under  the  charge  of  Lataffit  All  Khan, 
assembled  on  the  tops  of  the  buildings,  crying  in  a  most  la- 
mentable manner  for  food ;  that  for  the  last  four  days  they 
had  got  but  a  very  scanty  allowance,  and  that  yesterday  they 
had  got  none.  The  melancholy  cries  of  famine  are  more 
easily  imagined  than  described  ,*  and  from  their  representa- 
tions, I  fear  that  the  nabob's  agents  for  that  business  are  very 
inattentive.  I  therefore  think  it  requisite  to  make  you  ac- 
quainted with  the  circumstance,  that  his  excellency  the  na- 
bob n^y  cause  his  agents  to  be  more  circumspect  in  their 
conduct  to  these  poor,  unhappy  women." 

Letter  from  Mr.  Bristow  to  Major  Gilpin ;  Pyzahad^ 
Ath  November,  1782. 

"Sir, — ^I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  12th,  19th, 
27th,  and  30th  ultimo.  I  communicated  the  contents  of  that 
of  the  30th  to  the  minister,  who  promised  me  to  issue  orders 
for  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  relieve  the  distress  of 
the  Khourd  Mahl.  I  shall  also  forward  a  bill  for  10,000  ru- 
pees to  you  in  the  course  of  three  or  four  days  ]  and  if  in 
the  mean  time  you  may  find  means  to  supply  to  the  amount 
of  that  sumi  I  will  become  personally  responsible  to  you  for 
the  repayment." 

L^ter  from  Major  Gilpin  to  John  Bristow,  Esq,,  at  the 
Court  of  Lucknow  /  Fyzabad,  X6th  November,  1782. 

"  Sir, — The  repeated  cries  of  the  women  in  the  Khourd 
Mahl  zenana  for  subsistence  have  been  truly  melancholy. 
They  beg  most  piteously  for  liberty,  that  they  may  earn 
their  daily  bread  by  laborious  servitude,  or  be  relieved  from 
their  misery  by  immediate  death.  In  consequence  of  their 
unhappy  situation,  I  have  this  day  taken  the  liberty  of  draw- 
ing on  you  in  favor  of  Ramnarain  at  ten  days  sight,  for 
twenty  son  Kerah  rupeesi  ten  thousand  of  which  I  have  paid 
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to  Cojah  Latafit  Ali  Khiiiy  under  whose  charge  that  zena- 
na is." 

These,  my  lords,  are  the  state  of  the  distresses  in  the 
year  178*2 ;  and  your  lordships  will  see  that  they  continued 
almost,  with  only  occasional  reliefs,  during  the  period  of  that 
whole  year.  Now  we  enter  into  the  year  1783,  to  show  you 
that  it  continued  during  the  whole  time ;  and  then  1  shall 
make  a  very  few  remarks  upon  it. 

I  will  now  lead  to  your  lordships  a  part  of  Mr.  Holt's  evi- 
dence, by  which  it  is  proved  that  Mr.  Hastings  was  duly 
advertised  of  all  these  miserable  and  calamitous  circumstan* 
ces:— ^'  Q.  Whether  you  saw  a  letter  of  intelligence  from 
Fyzabad,  containing  a  relation  of  the  treatment  of  the  wo* 
men  in  the  Khourd  Mahl  l—A.  Yes,  I  did,  and  translated  it 
Q.  From  whom  did  it  come  ? — A.  Hoolas  Roi.     Q.  Who 
-was  he  ? — A.  An  agent  of  the  resident  at  Fyzabad,  employed 
for  the  purpose  of  transmitting  information  to  the  resident. 
Q.  Was  that  paper  transmitted  to  Mr.  Hastings? — A  To  the 
best  of  my  recollection  it  was  transmitted  to  the  board,  after 
I  had  attested  it.     Q.  Do  you  remember  at  what  distance  of 
time  after  the  receipt  of  the  intelligence  respecting  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  Khourd  Mahl,  that  paper  was  transmitted  to 
Calcutta? — A»  I  cannot  say.      Q.  Do  you  believe  it  was 
transmitted  wiAin   ten  months   after  the  time  it  was  re- 
ceived ? — A  I  understood  it  to  be  a  letter  received  just  before 
it  was  transmitted.     Q.  Then  you  understand  it  was  trans- 
mitted as  soon  as  received  ? — A.  Yes,  in  the  course  of  three 
days.     Q.  Can  you  bring  to  your  mind  the  time  at  which 
the  translation  was  made  ? — A»  To  the  best  of  my  recollec* 
tion  it  was  in  January,  1784.     Q.  Whether  the  distresses 
that  had  been  complained  of  had  ceased  for  above  a  twelve- 
month before  the  distresses  of  the  Khourd  Blahl  ?— A  I  un- 
derstood they  were  new  distresses.     Q.  Then  you  state  that 
that  account,  transmitted  in  1784,  was,  as  you  understand,  an 
account  of  new  distresses  ?— A.  Yes." 
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I  shall  now  refer  your  lordships  to  page  899  of  your  printed 
minutes : — [The  managers  for  the  Commons  acquainted  the 
House,  that  they  would  next  read  the  paper  of  intelligence 
which  had  been  authenticated  by  Mr.  Holt,  in  his  evidence 
at  the  bar,  relative  to  the  miserable  situation  of  these  women, 

which  they  meant  to  bring  home  to  Mr.  Hastings :] ^An 

extract  of  a  consultation  of  the  17th  February,  1784 — At  a 
council ;  present,  the  Honorable  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.,  gov- 
ernor-general, President ;  Edward  Wheler  and  John  Stables, 
Esqrs.,  Mr.  Macpherson  absent  from  the  presidency  for  the 
benefit  of  his  health :  The  following  letter  and  its  enclo- 
sures were  received  from  Mr.  Bristow  on  the  8th  instant,  and 
circulated, — "Honorable  Sir,  and  Gentlemen, — ^I  have  the 
honor  to  forward  for  your  further  information,  the  enclosure, 
No.  3  ;  it  contains  a  relation  of  the  hardships  endured  by  the 
ladies  of  the  late  Yizier  Zenana." — Signed,  John  Bristow. 

Translation  of  a  Paper  of  intelligence  from  Fyzabad. 

"  The  ladies,  their  attendants,  and  servants  were  still  as 
clamorous  as  last  night ;  LatafEit,  the  daroga,  went  to  them, 
and  remonstrated  with  them  on  the  impropriety  of  their  con- 
duct, at  the  same  time  assuring  them,  that  in  a  few  days  all 
their  allowances  would  be  paid,  and  should  that  not  be  the 
case  he  would  advance  them  ten  days'  subsistence,  upon  con- 
dition that  they  returned  to  their  habitations  ;  none  of  them 
however  consented  to  his  proposal,  but  were  still  intent  upon 
making  their  escape  through  the  bazar,  and  in  consequence 
formed  themselves  in  the  following  order : — The  children  in 
the  front,  behind  them  the  ladies  of  the  seraglio,  and  behind 
them  again  their  attendants ;  but  their  intentions  were  frus- 
trated, by  the  opposition  which  they  met  with  from  Lataffit's 
sepoys.  The  next  day  Lataffit  went  twice  to  the  women, 
and  used  his  endeavors  to  make  them  return  into  the  zenana, 
promising  to  advance  them  10,000  rupees,  which,  upon  the 
money  being  paid  down,  they  agreed  to  comply  with ;  but 
night  coming  on,  nothing  transpired. 
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"On  the  day  following,  their  claanors  were  more  violent 
than  usual ;  Lataj£t  went  to  confer  with  them  on  the  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  offering  the  same  terms  ;  depending  upon 
the  fidelity  of  his  promises,  they  consented  to  return  to  their 
apartments,  which  they  accordingly  did,  except  two  or  three 
of  the  ladies,  and  most  of  their  attendants ;  Lataffit  went 
then  to  Hoshmund  Ali  Khan,  to  consult  with  him  about 
what  means  they  should  take ,'  they  came  to  a  resolution  of 
driving  them  in  by  force,  and  gave  orders  to  their  sepoys  to 
beat  any  one  of  the  women  who  should  attempt  to  move 
forward.    The  sepoys  accordingly  assembled,  and  each  one 
being  provided  with  a  bludgeon,  they  drove  them,  by  dint  of 
beating,  into  the  zenana.    The  women,  seeing  the  treachery  of 
Lataffit,  proceeded  to  throw  stones  and  bricks  at  the  sepoys, 
and  again  attempted  to  get  out ;  but  finding  that  impossible 
from  the  gates  being  shut,  they  kept  up  a  continual  discharge 
till  about  twelve  o'clock,  when  finding  their  situation  despe- 
rate, they  returned  into  the  Rung  Mahl,  and  forced  their  way 
from  thence  into  the  palace,  and  dispersed  themselves  about 
the  house  and  gardens.     After  this  they  were  desirous  of 
getting  into  the  begum's  apartments,  but  she,  being  apprized 
of  their  intentions,  ordered  the  doors  to  be  shut.    In  the  mean 
time  Lataffit  and  Hoshmund  Ali  Ehan  posted  justices  to  se- 
cure the  gates  of  the  lesser  Mahl.     During  the  whole  of  this 
conflict,  the  ladies  and  women  remained  exposed  to  the  view 
of  the  sepoys. 

"  The  begum  then  sent  for  Lataffit  and  Hoshmund  Ali 
Khan,  whom  she  severely  reprimanded,  and  insisted  upon 
knowing  the  cause  of  this  infamous  behavior.  They  pleaded 
in  their  defence  the  impossibility  of  helping  it,  as  the  treat- 
ment the  women  had  met  with  had  only  been  conformable  to 
his  excellency  the  vizier's  orders.  The  begum  alleged,  that 
even  admitting  that  the  nabob  had  given  these  orders,  they 
were  by  no  means  authorized  in  this  manner  to  disgrace  the 
feunily  of  Sujah  Dowlah ;  and  should  they  not  receive  their 
allowances  for  a  day  or  two,  it  could  be  of  no  great  moment  ,* 
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what  had  passed  was  now  at  an  end ;  but  that  the  vizier 
should  certainly  be  acquainted  with  the  whole  of  the  affair, 
and  that  whatever  he  directed,  she  should  implicitly  comply 
with.     The  begum  then  sent  (at  two  of  the  children,  who 
were  wounded  in  the  affray  of  last  night,  and  after  endeav- 
oring to  soothe  them,  she  again  sent  to  Lataffit  and  Hoshmand 
Ali  Khftn,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  children  again  expressed 
her  disapprobation  of  their  conduct,  and  the  improbability  of 
Azoph  ul  Dowlah's  suffering  the  ladies  and  children  of  Sujah 
Dowlah  to  be  disgraced  by  being  exposed  to  the  view  of  the 
sepoys;  upon  which  Lataffit  produced  the  letter  from  the 
nabob,  representing  that  he  was  amenable  only  to  the  order 
of  his  excellency,  and  that  whatever  he  ordered  it  was  his  duty 
to  obey ;  and  that  had  the  ladies  thought  proper  to  have  re- 
tired quietly  to  their  apartments,  he  would  not  have  used  the 
means  he  had  taken  to  compel  them.     The  begum  again 
observed,  that  what  had  passed  was  now  over.     She  thea 
gave  the  children  400  rupees  and  dismissed  them,  and  sent 
word  by  Sunrud  and  the  other  eunuchs,  that  if  the  ladies 
would  peaceably  retire  to  their  apartments,  Lataffit  would 
supply  them  with  3,000  or  4,000  rupees  for  their  present  ex- 
penses, and  recommended  them  not  to  incur  any  further  dis- 
grace ;  and  that  if  they  did  not  think  proper  to  act  agreeably 
to  her  directions,  they  would  do  wrong.    The  ladies  fol- 
lowed her  advice,  and  about  ten  at  night  went  back  to  the 
zenana.    The  next  morning  the  begum  waited  upon  the 
mother  of  Sujah  Dowlah,  and  related  to  her  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  disturbance.    The  mother  of  Sujah  Dowlah 
returned  for  answer,  that  after  there  being  no  accounts  kept 
by  crores  of  revenue^  she  was  not  surprised  that  the  family 
of  Sujah  Dowlah,  in  their  endeavors  to  procure  subsistence, 
should  be  obliged  to  expose  themselves  to  the  meanest  of 
the   people.    After  bewailing  their  misfortunes  and  shed- 
ding many  tearsi  the  begum  took  her  leave  and  returned 
home." 
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As  a  proof  of  the  extremity  of  the  distress  which  reigned 
in  the  Ehourd  Mahl,  your  lordships  have  been  told,  that  these 
women  must  have  perished  through  famine,  if  their  gaolers, 
Captain  Jaques  and  Major  Gilpin,  had  not  raised  money  upon 
their  own  credit,  and  supplied  them  with  an  occasional  relief. 
And  therefore  when  they  talk  of  his  peculation,  of  his  taking 
but  a  bribe  here  and  a  bribe  there,  see  the  consequences  of 
his  system  of  peculation,  see  the  consequences  of  a  usurpa- 
tion which  extinguishes  the  natural  authority  of  the  country, 
see  the  consequences  of  a  clandestine  correspondence  that 
does  not  let  the  injuries  of  the  country  come  regularly  before 
the  authorities  in  Oude,  to  relieve  it ;  consider  the  whole 
mass  of  crimes,  and  then  consider  the  sufferings  that  have 
arisen  in  consequence  of  it 

My  lords,  it  was  not  corporal  pain  alone  that  these  misera- 
ble  women  suffered.  The  unsatisfied  cravings  of  hunger, 
and  the  blows  of  the  sepoys'  bludgeons,  could  touch  only  the 
physical  part  of  their  nature.  But,  my  lords,  men  are  made 
of  two  parts ;  the  physical  part  and  the  moral.  The  former 
he  has  in  common  with  the  brute  creation.  Like  theirs,  our 
corporal  pains  are  very  limited  and  temporary.  But  the 
sufferings  which  touch  our  moral  nature,  have  a  wider  range, 
and  are  infinitely  more  acute,  driving  the  sufferer  sometimes 
to  the  extremities  of  despair  and  distraction.  Man,  in  his 
moral  nature,  becomes,  in  his  progress  through  life,  a  creature 
of  prejudice — a  creature  of  opinions^— a  creature  of  habits, 
and  of  sentiments  growing  out  of  them^  These  form  our 
second  nature,  as  inhabitants  of  the  country  and  members  of 
the  society  in  which  Providence  has  placed  us.  This  sensi* 
bility  of  our  moral  nature  is  far  more  acute  in  that  sex,  which 
I  may  say,  without  any  compliment,  forms  the  better  and 
more  virtuous  part  of  mankind ;  and  which  is  at  the  same 
time  the  least  protected  from  the  insults  and  outrages  to  which 
this  sensibility  exposes  them.  This  is  a  new  source  of  feel- 
ings that  often  make  corporal  distress  doubly  felt  ,*  and  it  ha& 
a  whole  class  of  distresses  of  its  own.  These  are  the  things 
that  have  gone  to  the  heart  of  the  Commons. 
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We  have  stated  first,  the  sufferings  of  the  begum,  and 
secondly,  the  sufferings  of  the  two  thousand  women,  I  believe 
they  are  not  fewer  in  number,  that  belong  to  them,  and  are 
dependent  upon  them,  and  dependent  upon  their  well-being. 
We  have  stated  to  you,  that  the  court  of  directors  were 
shocked  and  astonished  when  they  received  the  account  of 
the  first,  before  they  had  heard  the  second.  We  have  proved 
they  desired  him  to  redress  the  former,  if,  upon  inquiry,  he 
found  that  his  original  suspicions  concerning  their  conduct 
were  ill  founded.  He  has  declared  here  that  he  did  not  con- 
sider these  as  orders.  Whether  they  were  orders  or  not, 
could  any  thing  have  been  more  pressing  upon  all  the  duties 
and  all  the  sentiments  of  men,  than  at  least  to  do  what  was 
just,  that  is,  to  make  such  an  inquiry  as  in  the  result  might 
justify  his  acts,  or  have  entitled  them  to  redress  ?  Not  one 
trace  of  inquiry  or  redress  do  we  find,  except  we  suppose,  as 
we  hear  nothing  after  this  of  the  famine,  that  Mr.  Bristow, 
who  seems  to  be  a  man  of  humanity,  did  so  effectually  inter- 
pose, that  they  should  no  longer  depend  for  the  safety  of  their 
honor  on  the  bludgeons  of  the  sepoys,  by  which  alone  it 
seems  they  were  defended  from  the  profane  view  of  the 
vulgar,  and  which  we  must  state  as  a  matter  of  great  aggra- 
vation in  this  case. 

The  counsel  on  the  other  side  say  that  all  this  intelligence 
comes  in  an  anonymous  paper  without  date,  transmitted  from 
a  newspaper  writer  at  Fyzabad.  This  is  the  contempt  with 
which  they  treat  tliis  serious  paper  sent  to  Mr.' Hastings  him- 
self by  official  authority ;  by  Hoolas  Roi,  who  was  the  news- 
writer  at  Fyzabad  ;  the  person  appointed  to  convey  authentic 
intelligence  concerning  the  state  of  it  to  the  resident  at  Luck- 
now.  The  resident  received  it  as  such  ;  he  transmitted  it  to 
Mr.  Hastings,  and  it  was  not  till  this  hour,  till  the  counsel 
were  instructed  (God  forgive  them  for  obeying  such  instruc- 
tions) to  treat  these  things  with  ridicule,  that  we  have  heard 
this  Hoolas  Roi  called  a  common  news-writer  of  anonymous 
information,  and  the  like.     If  the  information  had  come  in 
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any  way  the  least  authentic,  instead  of  coming  in  a  manner 
the  most  authentic  in  which  it  was  possible  to  come  to  Mr. 
Hastings — ^he  was  bound  by  every  feeling  of  humanity,  every 
principle  of  regard  to  his  own  honor  and  his  employer's,  to 
see  whether  it  was  true  or  false  ;  if  false  to  refute  it ;  if  true 
to  afford  redress  :  he  has  done  neither.  Therefore  we  charge 
him  with  being  the  cause ;  we  charge  upon  him  the  cons^ 
quences,  with  all  the  aggravations  attending  them ;  and  we 
call  both  upon  justice  and  humanity  for  redress,  as  far  as  it 
can  be  afforded  to  these  people,  and  for  the  severest  punish- 
ments which  your  lordships  can  inflict  upon  the  author  of 
these  evils.  If  instead  of  the  mass  of  crimes  that  we  have 
brought  before  you,  this  singly  had  been  charged  upon  the 
prisoner,  I  will  say  that  it  is  a  greater  crime  than  any  man 
has  ever  been  impeached  for  before  the  House  of  Lords,  from 
the  first  records  of  parliament  to  this  hour. 

I  need  not  remind  your  lordships  of  one  particular  circum- 
stance in  this  cruel  outrage.  No  excuse  or  pretence  what- 
ever is  brought  forward  in  its  justification.  With  respect  to 
the  begums,  they  have  been  charged  ^ith  rebellion ;  but  who 
has  accused  the  miserable  inhabitants  of  the  Ehourd  Mahl 
of  rebellion  or  rebellious  designs  ?  What  hearsay  is  there 
even  against  them  of  it  ? — ^No  ;  even  the  persons  permitted 
by,  Mr.  Hastings  to  rob  and  destroy  the  country,  and  who  are 
stated  by  him  to  have  been  so  employed ;  not  one  of  that 
legion  of  locusts,  which  he  had  sent  into  the  country  to  eat 
up  and  devour  the  bread  of  its  inhabitants ;  and  who  had 
been  the  cause,  both  of  the  famine  itself,  and  of  the  inabiUty 
of  the  begums  to  struggle  with  it ;  none  of  these  people,  I 
say,  ventured  even  a  hearsay  about  these  women. 

Were  the  sufferers  few  ?  There  were  eight  hundred  of 
them,  besides  children.  Were  they  persons  of  any  rank  and 
consequence  ?  We  are  told  that  they  were  perisons  of  con- 
siderable rank  and  distinction,  connected  with,  and  living 
under  the  protection  of  women  of  the  first  rank  in  Asia. 
Were  they  persons  not  deserving  pity  ?    We  know  that  they 
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were  innocent  women  and  children,  not  accused,  and  iinso«- 
pected  of  any  crime.  He  has  taken  into  his  head  to  speak 
contemptuously  of  these  women  of  the  Khourd  Mahl  :  bat 
your  lordships  will  consider  both  descriptions  generally  ^with 
some  respect ;  and  where  they  are  not  objects  of  the  highest 
respect,  they  will  be  objects  of  your  compassion.  Tour  lord- 
ships, by  your  avenging  justice,  will  rescue  the  name  of  the 
British  government  from  the  foulest  disgrace  which  this  man 
has  brought  upon  it. 

An  account  of  these  transactions,  as  we  have  proved  by 
Mr.  Holt's  evidence,  was  regularly  transmitted  and    made 
known  to  him.     But  why  do  I  say  made  known  to  him  ? — 
Do  not  your  lordships  know  that  Oude  was  his,  that  he 
treated  it  like  his  private  estate,  that  he  managed  it  in  all  its 
concerns  as  if  it  were  his  private  demesne ;  that  the  nabob 
dared  not  do  a  single  act  without  him ;  that  he  had  a  resident 
there  nominated  by  himself,  and  forced  upon  the  nabob,  in 
defiance  of  the  company's  orders  ?  Yet,  notwithstanding  all 
this,  we  do  not  find  a  trace  of  any  thing  done  to  relieve  the 
aggravated  distresses  of  these  unfortunate  people. 

These  are  some  of  the  consequences  of  that  abominable 
system,  which,  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  his  country,  Mr. 
Hastings  established  in  Oude ;  he  knew  every  thing  there  ; 
he  had  spies  upon  his  regular  agents,  and  spies  again  upon 
them.     We  can  prove,  (indeed  he  has  himself  proved,)  that 
besides  his  correspondence  with  his  avowed  agents,  Major 
Palmer  and  Major  Davy,  he  had  secret  correspondence  with  a 
whole  host  of  agents  and  pensioners,  who  did  and  must  have 
informed  him  of  every  circumstance  of  these  affairs.     Bnt  if 
he  had  never  been  informed  of  it  at  all,  the  Commons  con- 
tend, and  very  well  and  justly  contend,  that  he,  who  usurps 
the  government  of  a  country,  who  extinguishes  the  authority 
of  its  native  sovereign,  and  places  in  it  instruments  of  his 
own,  and  that  in  defiance  of  those  whose  orders  he  was  bound 
to  obey,  is  responsible  for  every  thing  that  was  done  in  the 
country.    We  do  charge  him  with  these  acts  of  delinquencies 
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and  omissions^  we  declare  him  responsible  for  them ;  and  we 
call  for  your  lordships'  judgment  upon  these  outrages  against 
humanity,  as  cruel  perhaps  as  ever  were  suffered  in  any 
country. 

My  lords,  if  there  is  a  spark  of  manhood,  if  there  is  in 
your  breasts  the  least  feeling  for  our  common  humanity,  and 
especially  for  the  sufferings  and  distresses  of  that  part  of 
human  nature,  which  is  made  by  its  peculiar  constitution  more 
quick  and  sensible  ; — ^if,  I  say,  there  is  a  trace  of  this  in  your 
breasts,  if  you  are  yet  alive  to  such  feelings,  it  is  impossible 
that  you  should  not  join  with  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain, 
in  feeling  the  utmost  degree  of  indignation  against  the  man 
who  was  the  guilty  cause  of  this  accumulated  distress.  You 
see  women,  whom  we  have  proved  to  be  of  respectable  rank 
and  condition,  exposed  to  what  is  held  to  be  the  last  of  in- 
dignities in  that  country,  the  view  of  a  base,  insulting,  ridi- 
culing, or  perhaps  vainly  pitying  populace.  You  have  before 
you  the  first  women  in  Asia,  who  consider  their  honor  as 
joined  with  that  of  these  people,  weeping  and  bewailing  the 
calamities  of  their  house.  You  have  seen,  that  in  this  mis- 
ery and  distress  the  sons  of  the  nabob  were  involved,  and 
that  two  of  them  were  wounded  in  an  attempt  to  escape ; 
and  yet  this  man  has  had  the  impudence  to  declare  his 
doubts  of  the  nabob's  having  had  any  children  in  the  place ; 
though  the  account  of  what  was  going  on  had  been  regularly 
transmitted  to  him.  After  this,  what  is  there  in  his  conduct 
that  we  can  wonder  at  ? 

My  lords,  the  maintenance  of  these  women  had  been 
guarantied  by  the  company,  but  it  was  doubly  guarantied 
under  the  great  seal  of  humanity.  The  conscience  of  every 
man,  and  more  especially  of  the  great  and  powerful,  is  the 
keeper  of  that  great  seal,  and  knows  what  is  due  to  its 
authority.  For  the  violation  of  both  these  guaranties,  with- 
out even  the  vain  and  frivolous  pretence  of  a  rebellion,  and 
for  all  its  consequences,  Mr.  Hastings  is  answerable  ;  and  he 
will  not  escape  your  justice  by  those  miserable .  excuses, 
VOL.  VIII.  26 
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which  he  has  produced  to  the  court  of  directors,  and  which 
he  has  produced  here  in  his  justification.  My  lords,  that 
justification  we  leave  with  your  lordships. 

We  now  proceed  to  another  part  of  our  charge,  which  Mr. 
Hastings  has  not  thought  proper  to  deny,  but  upon  which  we 
shall  beg  leave  to  make  a  few  observations.  You  will  first 
hear  read  to  you,  from  the  17th  article  of  our  charge,  the 
subject-matter  to  which  we  now  wish  to  call  your  atten- 
tion. 

"  That  in  or  about  the  month  of  March,  1783,  three  of  the 
said  brothers  of  the  nabob,  namely,  Myrza  Hyder  Ally, 
Myrza  Imay  ul  Ally,  and  Myrza  Syof  Ally,  did  represent  to 
the  said  Bristow,  that  they  were  in  distress  for  dry  bread  and 
clothes  ;  and,  in  consequence  of  such  representation,  were  re- 
lieved by  the  intervention  of  the  said  Bristow ;  but  soon 
after  the  deputation  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  Oude, 
in  the  year  1784 ;  that  is  to  say,  sometime  in  or  about  the 
month  of  September,  in  the  said  year  1784,  the  said  Myrza 
Hyder  Ally,  one  of  the  three  princes  aforesaid,  did  fly  to  the 
province  of  Benares,  and  did  remain  there  in  great  distress ; 
and  that  although  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  write  to  the 
said  nabob  an  account  of  the  aforesaid  circumstances,  in 
certain  loose,  light,  and  disrespectful  expressions  concerning 
the  said  Myrza  Hyder  Ally,  he  did  not,  as  he  was  in  duty 
bound  to  do,  in  anywise  exert  that  influence  which  he  actu- 
ally and  notoriously  possessed  over  the  mind  of  the  said 
nabob,  for  the  relief  of  the  said  prince,  the  brother  of  the 
said  nabob  ]  but  without  obtaining  any  satisfactory  and  spe- 
cific assurances,  either  from  the  said  nabob,  or  the  said 
minister,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  content  himself  with 
advising  the  said  prince  to  return  to  his  brother,  the  said 
nabob." 

The  answer  of  Mr.  Hastings  to  that  part  of  the  seven- 
teenth article,  states : — <'  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  says, 
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that  in  or  about  the  month  of  July,  in  the  year  1783,  a 
paper  was  received,  enclosed  in  a  letter  to  the  governor- 
general  and  council  from  Mr.  Bristow,  purporting  to  be  a 
translation  of  a  letter  from  three  brothers  of  the  said  vizier, 
in  which  they  did  represent  themselves  to  })e  in  distress  for 
dry  bread  and  clothes  ,*  but  whether  such  distress  actually 
existed,  and  was  relieved  by  the  said  Bristow,  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings  cannot  set  forth." 

''  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  further  says,  that  some 
time  in  the  month  of  September,  1784,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  being  then  at  Benares,  did  receive  information  that 
Myrza  Hyder  Ally  was  arrived  there,  and  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  not  knowing  before  that  time  that  there  was  any 
such  person,  did  write  to  the  nabob  vizier,  to  the  purport  or 
efTect  following  : — '  A  few  days  ago  I  learned  that  a  person 
called  Myrza  Hyder  Ally  was  arrived  at  Benares,  and  called 
himself  a  son  of  the  deceased  nabob  Sujah  ul  Dowlah,  and  I 
was  also  told  that  he  came  from  Fyzabad  ;  as  I  did  not  know 
whether  he  left  Fyzabad,  with  or  without  your  consent,  I 
therefore  did  not  pay  him  much  attention,  and  I  now  trouble 
you  to  give  me  every  information  on  the  subject,  how  he 
came  here,  and  what  your  intentions  are  about  him ;  he  re- 
mains here  in  great  distress,  and  I  therefore  wish  to  know 
your  sentiments.'  " 

"  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  further  says,  that  having 
received  an  answer  from  the  said  vizier,  he  did,  on  or  about 
the  13th  of  October,  1784,  enclose  the  same  in  a  letter  to  the 
said  Myrza,  of  which  letter  the  following  is  a  copy  : — ^  An 
answer  is  arrived  to  what  I  wrote  on  your  account  to  the 
nabob  vizier,  which  I  enclose  to  you ;  having  read  it,  you 
will  send  it  back.  I  conceive  you  had  better  go  to  the  nabob 
vizier's  presence,  who  will  certainly  afford  you  protection 
and  assistance.  I  will  write  what  is  proper  to  carry  you  to 
the  nabob,  and  it  will  in  every  respect  be  for  your  good  ; 
whatever  may  be  your  intention  on  this  head,  you  will  write 
to  me.' " 

26» 
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^'  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  submits,  that  it  was  no 
part  of  his  duty  as  governor-general,  to  interfere  with  the 
said  vizier  on  behalf  of  the  said  Myrza;  or  to  obtain  from 
the  said  vizier  any  specific  assurances  on  the  subject." 

Continuation  of  the  seventeenth  article  of  the   charge  :— 

'^  That  in  order  to  avoid  famine  at  home,  another  of  the 

nabob's  brothers,  by  name  Myrza  Jungli,  was   under  the 

necessity  of  flying  from  his  native  country,  and  did  seek 

protection  from  a  certain  Mahomedan  lord,  called   Myrza 

Shuffu  Khan,  then  prime  minister  of  the  Mogul,  from  whom 

he  did  go  to  the  camp  of  the  Mahratta  chief    Mhadajee 

Scindia,  where  he  did  solicit  and  obtain  a  military  commaod 

together  with  a  grant  of  lands  or  jaghire,  for  the  subsistence 

of  himself,  his  family,  and  followers ;  but  wishing  again  to 

be  received  under  the  protection  of  the  British  government, 

the  said  Myrza  Jungli,  in  1783,  did  apply  to  the  said  resident 

Bristow,  through  David  Anderson,  Esq.,  then  on  an  embassy 

in  the  camp  of  the  said  Scindia ;  and,  in  consequence  of  such 

application,  the  said  Bristow,  sensible  of  the  disgrace  which 

the  exile  of  the  said  Myrza  Jungli  reflected,  both  on  the  said 

nabob  of  Oude  and  the  British  nation,  did  negotiate  with  the 

nabob  and  his  ministers  for  the  return  of  the  said  Myrza 

Jungli,  and  for  the  settlement  and  regular  payment  of  some 

proper  allowance  for  the  maintenance   of  the  said  Myrza 

Jungli;  but  the  allowance  required  was  ultimately  refused; 

and,  although  the  whole  of  the  transactions  aforesaid  were 

duly  represented  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  by  the  said 

Anderson,  and  by  the  said  Bristow  ;  and  although  be  had 

himself  received,  so  early  as  the  23d  of  August,  1782,  a 

letter  from  the  vizier,  grievously  complaining  of  the  crue/ 

and  extortions  demands  made  upon  him  by  the  said  Warren 

Hastings  ;  in  which  letter  he  did  expressly  mention  the  flight 

of  his  brother,  and  the  distresses  of  the  women  of  bis  late 

father,  who  he  said  were  all  his  mothers  ,*  and  that  his  said 

brothers,  from  the  resumption  of  their  jaghires,  were  reduced 

to  great  affliction  and  distress ;  and  he  did  attribute  the  aaid 
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flight  of  some  of  his  brethren,  and  the  distresses  of  the  rest, 
and  of  the  women  who  stood  in  a  species  of  maternal  rela- 
tion to  him,  as  owing  to  the  aforesaid  oppressive  demands  ; 
yet  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  cruelly,  inhumanly,  and 
corruptly  decline  to  make  any  order  for  the  better  provision 
of  any  of  the  said  eminent  family,  or  for  the  return  of  the 
said  prince,  who  had  fled  from  his  brother's  court,  to  avoid 
the  danger  of  perishing  by  famine." 

Answer  of  Mr.  Hastings  to  that  pert  of  the  charge : — 
"  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  further  says,  that  he  was 
informed,  that  Myrza  Jungli,  in  the  said  article  also  mentioned 
did  leave  his  native  country  in  distress,  and  did  go  to  Myrza 
Shufi'u  Ehan,  in  the  said  article  also  mentioned ;  and  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  likewise  admits  he  was  informed,  that 
the  said  Myrza  Jungli  did  afterwards  leave  the  said  Myrza 
Shuifu  Ehan,  and  repair  to  the  camp  of  Mhadajee  Scindia, 
with  a  view  of  obtaining  some  establishment  for  himself  and 
followers." 

'^  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  further  says,  that  in  cer- 
tain letters,  written  by  David  Anderson,  Esq.  and  John  Bris- 
tow,  Esq.,  it  was  represented  that  the  said  Myrza  Jungli  did 
apply  to  the  said  Bristow,  through  the  said  Anderson,  then 
on  an  embassy  in  the  camp  of  the  said  Scindia,  and  that  in 
consequence  thereof,  the  said  Bristow  did,  amongst  other 
things,  apply  to  the  nabob  vizier  for  a  certain  allowance  to 
be  made  to  the  said  Myrza  and  for  the  regular  payment  there- 
of, and  that  a  certain  allowance  was  accordingly  settled  by 
the  said  vizier  on  the  said  Myrza;  and  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  says,  that  information  of  the  above  transactions  was 
transmitted  to  the  board  of  council  ,*  and  that  a  letter  from 
the  said  vizier  was  received  on  the  23d  of  August,  1782,  con- 
taining certain  representations  of  the  distresses  of  himself 
and  family;  and  he  admits  that  no  order  was  made  by 
him,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  for  the  provision  of  any  of 
the  said  family,  or  for  the  return  of  the  said  Myrza ;  but  the 
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said  Warren  Hastings  denies  that  he  was  guilty  of  any  cru- 
elty, inhumanity,  or  corruption,  or  of  any  misconduct  what- 
soever in  the  matters  aforesaid." 

Continuation  of  the  charge : — "  That  some  time,  in  or 
about  the  month  of  December,  1783,  the  nabob  Behadre, 
another  of  the  brothers  of  the  said  nabob  of  Oude,  did  repre- 
sent to  the  said  Bristow,  that  he,  the  said  nabob  Behadre,  had 
not  received  a  farthing  of  his  allowance  for  the  current  year, 
and  was  without  food ;  and  being  wounded  by  an  assassin, 
who  had  also  murdered  his  aunt  in  the  very  capital  of  Oude, 
the  said  nabob  Behadre  had  not  a  daum  to  pay  the  surgeon, 
who  attended  him  for  the  love  of  God  alone  ;  that  at  or 
about  the  period  of  the  above  representation,  the  said  Bristow 
was  recalled,  and  the  said  Warren  Hastings  proceeded  up  to 
Lucknow,  but  did  not  inquire  into  the  said  representations 
transmitted  by  the  said  Bristow  to  Calcutta,  nor  did  order 
relief." 

Mr.  Hastings's  answer  to  the  part  of  the  charge  last  read : 
— "  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  further  says,  that  on  the 
29th  January,  1784,  after  the  recall  of  the  said  Bristow,  he, 
the  said  Bristow,  did  transmit  to  the  governor-general  and 
council  two  letters,  one  dated  the  28th  of  December,  1783, 
the  other  the  7th  January,  1784,  purporting  to  be  written  by 
the  said  nabob  Behadre,  addressed  to  him,  the  said  Bristow, 
to  the  effect  in  the  said  article  stated ;  and  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  admits,  that  when  at  Lucknow  he  did  not  institute 
an  inquiry  into  the  supposed  transaction  in  the  said  seven- 
teenth article  stated,  or  make  any  order  concerning  the  said 
Behadre,  and  he  denies  that  it  was  his  duty  so  to  do." 
Here  is  the  name  of  this  nabob  from  a  list  of  the  jaghirdars, 
stated  by  Mr.  Purling,  page  485  printed  minutes.  Amongst 
the  names  of  jaghirdars,  the  times  when  granted,  and  the 
amount  of  the  jaghires,  there  occurs  that  of  the  nabob  Be- 
hadre, with  the  grant  of  a  jaghire,  of  the  amount  of  20,000 
rupees. 
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[The  Lord  Chancellor  here  remarked,  that  what  had  been 
just  read  was  matter  of  the  seventeenth  article  of  the  charge 
and  parts  of  the  answer  to  it ;  and  that  upon  looking  back  to 
the  former  proceedings,  it  has  escaped  his  attention  if  any 
matter  contained  in  the  seventeenth  article  had  been  made 
matter  of  the  charge.  That  it  therefore  seemed  to  him  that 
it  could  not  be  brought  in  upon  a  reply,  not  having  been 
made  matter  of  the  charge  originally.] 

Mr.  Burke.  My  lords,  I  have  to  say  to  this,  that  I  be- 
lieve you  have  heard  these  facts  made  matter  of  charge  by  the 
House  of  Commons,  that  I  conceive  they  have  been  admitted 
by  the  prisoner:  and  that  the  Commons  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  proofs  of  any  thing  in  their  charge,  which  is  fully 
and  in  terms  admitted.  The  proofs,  which  they  have  pro- 
duced to  your  lordships,  were  upon  matters  which  were  con- 
tested ;  but  here  the  facts  are  admitted  in  the  fullest  manner ; 
we  neither  have  abandoned  them,  intended  to  abandon  them, 
nor  ever  shall  abandon  them;  we  have  made  them,  as  a 
charge,  upon  record.  The  answers  to  them  have  been  re- 
corded, which  answers  are  complete  admissions  of  every  fact 
in  the  charge. 

[Xrordi  Chancellor.  I  do  not  make  myself  understood. 
The  objection  is  not  that  there  has  not  been  evidence  given 
upon  the  seventeenth  article,  but  at  the  close  of  the  case  on 
the  part  of  the  managers  for  the  House  of  Commons,  no 
mention  having  been  made  of  the  matter  contained  in  the 
seventeenth  article  ;  that  therefore,  although  it  may  all  have 
been  admitted  by  the  answer  to  be  true,  yet  in  justice,  if  from 
that  answer  you  ground  the  charge,  it  is  necessary  the  de- 
fendant should  be  heard  upon  it.] 

Mr.  Burke.  If  your  lordships  choose  that  the  defendant 
shall  be  heard  upon  it,  we  have  no  kind  of  objection,  nor 
ever  had,  or  proposed  an  objection  to  the  defendant  being 
heard  upon  it.  Your  lordships  know  that  the  defendant's 
counsel  value  themselves  upon  having  abandoned  their  de- 
fence against  certain  parts  of  the  charge ;  your  lordships 
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know  that  they  declared  that  they  broke  off  thus  in  the  mid- 
dle of  their  defence,  in  order  to  expedite  this  business. 

[Lord  Chancellor.  Referring  to  the  proceedings,  I  think 
it  a  matter  perfectly  clear,  that  in  the  course  of  the  charge, 
after  certain  articles  had  been  gone  through,  the  managers  for 
the  Commons  closed  the  case  there,  leaving  therefore  all  the 
other  articles,  excepting  those  that  had  been  discussed,  as 
matters  standing  with  the  answers  against  them,  but  not  in- 
sisted upon  in  making  out  the  charge.  Of  course,  therefore, 
if  the  defendant  had  gone  into  any  of  those  articles,  the  de- 
fendant must  have  been  stopped  upon  them,  because  he 
would  then  have  been  making  a  case  in  defence  to  that 
which  had  not  been  made  a  case  in  the  prosecution  ;  the  ob- 
jection therefore  is  not  at  all  that  no  evidence  has  been  ex- 
amined. To  be  sure  it  would  be  an  answer  to  that  to  say, 
you  are  now  proceeding  upon  an  admission ;  but  even  upon 
those  facts  that  are  admitted,  (if  the  facts  are  admitted  that 
are  insisted  upon  as  matter  in  charge,)  that  should  come  in 
the  original  state  of  the  cause,  and  the  defendant  in  conunon 
justice  must  be  heard  upon  that,  and  then,  and  then  only, 
come  the  observations  in  reply.] 

Mr.  Burke.  We  do  not  know,  nor  are  informed,  that  any 
charge,  information,  or  indictment,  that  is  before  the  court, 
and  upon  record,  and  is  not  denied  by  the  defendant,  does 
not  stand  in  full  force  against  him.  We  conceive  it  to  be  so ; 
we  conceive  it  to  be  agreeable  to  thQ  analogy  of  all  proceed- 
ings ;  and  the  reason  why  we  did  not  go  into  and  insist  upon 
it  was,  that  having  a  very  long  cause  before  us,  and  having 
the  most  full  and  complete  admission  upon  this  subject,  we 
did  not  proceed  further  in  it.  The  defendant  defends  him- 
self by  averring  that  it  vxis  not  his  duty.  It  was  not  our 
business  to  prove  that  it  was  his  duty.  It  was  he  that  ad- 
mitted the  facts  assumed,  to  be  the  foundation  of  his  duty  ; 
the  negative  he  was  bound  to  prove,  and  he  never  offered  to 
prove  it. 

All  that  I  can  say  upon  this  point  is,  that  his  delinquency 
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in  the  matter  in  question  appeared  to  us  to  be  a  clear  distinct 
case ;  to  be  a  great  offence ;  an  offence  charged  upon  the 
record,  admitted  upon  the  record,  and  never  by  us  abandoned. 
As  to  his  defence  having  been  abandoned,  we  refer  your  lord- 
ships to  the  last  petition  laid  by  him  upon  your  table  ;  (that 
libellous  petition,  which  we  speak  of  as  a  libel  upon  the 
House  of  Commons;)  and  which  has  no  validity  but  as  it 
asserts  a  matter  of  fact  from  the  petitioner.  And  there  you 
will  find,  that  he  has  declared  explicitly,  that  for  the  accom- 
modation and  ease  of  this  business,  and  for  its  expedition,  he 
did  abandon  his  defence  at  a  certain  period. 

[Lard  Chancellor.  A  charge  consisting  of  a  variety  of 
articles  in  their  nature,  (however  connected  with  each  other 
in  their  subject,  but  in  their  nature  distinct  and  specific,)  if 
only  certain  articles  are  pressed  in  the  charge,  to  those  articles 
only  can  a  defence  be  applied ;  and  all  the  other  articles,  that 
are  not  made  matter  of  charge  originally,  have  never,  in  the 
course  of  any  proceeding  whatever,  been  taken  up  originally 
in  reply.] 

Mr.  Burke.  With  great  respect  to  your  lordship's  judg- 
ment, we  conceive  that  the  objection  taken  from  our  not 
having,  at  a  certain  period,  argued  or  observed  upon  the 
prisoner's  answer  to  the  articles  not  insisted  upon,  is  not  con- 
clusive ;  inasmuch  as  the  record  still  stands,  and  as  our 
charge  still  stands.  It  was  never  abandoned  ,*  and  the  de- 
fendant might  have  made  a  justification  to  it  if  he  had 
thought  fit ;  he  never  did  think  fit  so  to  do.  If  your  lord- 
ships think  that  we  ought  not  to  argue  upon  it  here  in  our 
reply,  because  we  did  not  argue  upon  it  before, — well  and 
good  ,*  but  we  have  argued,  and  do  argue  in  our  reply,  many 
things  to  which  he  never  gave  any  answer  at  all.  I  shall 
beg  leave,  if  your  lordships  please,  to  retire  with  my  fellow 
managers  for  a  moment,  to  consult  whether  we  shall  press 
this  point,  or  not.  We  shall  not  detain  your  lordships  many 
minutes. 
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The  Managers  withdrew : — in  a  few  minutes  the  Managers 
returned  again  into  the  Hall 

Mr.  Burke,  My  lords,  the  managers  have  consulted 
among  themselves  upon  this  business ;  they  first  referred  to 
your  printed  proceedings,  in  order  to  see  the  particular  cir- 
cumstance on  which  the  observation  of  your  lordship  is 
founded  ; — ^we  find  it  thus  stated  : — ''  Then  the  managers  for 
the  Commons  informed  the  lords,  that  saving  to  themselves 
their  undoubted  rights  and  privileges,  the  Commons  were 
content  to  rest  their  charge  here." — We  rested  our  charge 
there,  not  because  we  meant  to  efface  any  precedent  matter 
of  the  charge,  which  had  been  made  by  us,  and  of  which  the 
facts  had  been  admitted  by  the  defendant,  but  simply  saving 
our  rights  and  privileges ;  that  is,  to  resume,  (and  to  make 
new  matter  if  we  thought  fit,)  the  Commons  were  content 
to  rest  the  charge  there. 

I  have  further  to  remark  to  your  lordships,  that  the  counsel 
for  the  defendant  have  opened  a  vast  variety  of  matter  that 
is  not  upon  record,  either  on  our  part  or  on  theirs,  in  order  to 
illustrate  and  to  support  their  cause  ,*  and  they  have  spoken 
day  after  day  upon  the  principles  on  which  their  defence  was 
made  ;  my  great  object  now  is  an  examination  of  those  prin- 
ciples, and  to  illustrate  the  effects  of  these  principles  by  ex- 
amples, which  are  not  the  less  cogent,  the  less  weighty,  and 
the  less  known,  because  they  are  articles  in  this  charge. 
Most  assuredly  they  are  not.  If  your  lordships  recollect  the 
speeches  that  were  made  here,  you  know  that  great  merit  was 
given  to  Mr.  Hastings  for  matters  that  were  not  at  all  in  the 
charge,  and  which  would  put  us  under  the  greatest  difficult 
ties,  if  we  were  to  take  no  notice  of  them  in  our  reply.  For 
instance,  his  merits  in  the  Mahratta  war,  and  a  great  mass  of 
matter  upon  that  subject,  were  obliquely,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, brought  before  you,  upon  which  they  argued.  That 
immense  mass  of  matter,  containing  an  immense  mass  of 
principles,  and  which  was  sometimes  supported  by  alleged 
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facts,  sometimes  by  none,  they  have  opened  and  argued  upon, 
as  matter  relative  to  principle.  In  answer  to  their  argument, 
we  propose  to  show  the  mischiefs  that  have  happened  from 
the  mischievous  principles  laid  down  by  Mr.  Hastings,  and 
the  mischievous  consequences  of  them. 

If,  however,  after  this  explanation,  your  lordships  are  of 
opinion,  that  we  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  take  this  course, 
wishing  to  fall  in  with  your  lordships*  sentiments,  we  shall 
abandon  it.  But  we  will  remind  your  lordships,  that  such 
things  stand  upon  your  records ;  that  they  stand  unanswered, 
and  admitted  on  your  records ;  and  consequently  they  cannot 
be  destroyed  by  any  act  of  ours,  but  by  a  renunciation  of  the 
charge,  which  renunciation  we  cannot  make,  because  the  de- 
fendant has  clearly  and  fully  admitted  it  to  be  founded  in 
fact.  We  cannot  plead  error ;  we  cannot  retract  it.  And 
why  ?  Because  he  has  admitted  it.  We  therefore  only  re- 
mind your  lordships,  that  the  charge  stands  uncontradicted ; 
and  that  the  observation  we  intended  to  make  upon  it,  was 
to  show  your  lordships,  that  the  principles  upon  which  he 
defends  all  such  conduct  are  totally  false  and  groundless. 
But  though  your  lordships  should  be  of  opinion  that  we  can- 
not press  it,  yet  we  cannot  abandon  it ;  it  is  not  in  your 
power — ^it  is  not  in  our  power — ^it  is  not  in  his  power,  to 
abandon  that  charge.  You  cannot  acquit  him  of  that  charge  ; 
it  is  impossible.  If,  however,  your  lordships,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  business,  method  of  proceedings,  or  any  circum- 
stance of  that  kind,  wish  we  should  say  no  more  upon  the 
subject,  we  close  the  subject  there.  Your  lordships  are  in 
possession,  both  of  the  charge  and  the  admission ;  and  we 
wish,  and  we  cannot  wish  better  than  to  leave  it  as  it  is  upon 
the  record. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  here  said,  The  opinion  of  the  lords 
can  only  be  with  me  matter  of  conjecture.  I  certainly  was 
not  commanded  by  the  House  to  state  the  observation  that 
had  occurred  to  me — but  in  the  position  in  which  it  now 
stands,  I  feel  no  difficulty  in  8a3ring,  as  my  own  judgment, 
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that  nothing  can  be  matter  in  reply,  that  does  not  relate  to 
those  articles  that  were  pressed  in  the  original  charge  ;  and 
therefore,  in  this  position  of  the  business  of  reply,  you  cannot 
go  into  new  matter  arising  out  of  other  articles  that  were  not 
originally  insisted  upon. 

Mr,  Btirke.  We  were  aware  of  the  objection  that  might 
be  made  to  admitting  our  observations,  if  considered  as  obser- 
vations upon  the  seventeenth  article,  but  not  when  considered 
with  reference  to  facts  on  the  record  before  you,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  disproving  the  principles  upon  which  the  defendant 
and  his  counsel  had  relied,  that  was  the  purpose  for  which 
we  proposed  chiefly  to  make  them  ;  but  your  lordship's  [the 
Lord  Chancellor's]  own  personal  authority  will  have  great 
weight  with  us,  and  unless  we  perceive  some  other  peer  differ 
from  you,  we  will  take  it  in  the  course  we  have  constantly 
done ;  we  never  have  sent  your  lordships  out  of  the  hall  to 
consent  upon  a  matter  upon  which  that  noble  lord  appeared 
to  have  formed  a  decision  in  his  own  mind ;  we  take  for 
granted  that  what  is  delivered  from  the  woolsack,  to  which 
no  peer  expresses  a  dissent,  is  the  sense  of  the  House,  as 
such  we  take  it,  and  as  such  we  submit  to  it  in  this  in- 
stance. 

Therefore  leaving  this  upon  the  record  as  it  stands^  with- 
out observing  upon  it,  and  submitting  to  your  lordships'  de- 
cision, that  We  cannot,  according  to  order,  observe  in  reply 
upon  what  was  not  declared  by  us  to  be  a  part  of  the  charges 
we  meant  to  insist  upon  ;  we  proceed  to  another  business. 

We  have  already  stated  to  your  lordships,  and  we  beg  to 
remind  you  of  it — ^the  state  and  condition  of  the  country  of 
Oude,  when  Mr.  Hastings  first  came  to  it ;  his  subsequent 
and  immediate  usurpation  of  all  the  powers  of  government, 
and  the  use  he  made  of  them ;  the  tyranny  he  exercised  over 
the  nabob  himself^  the  tyranny  he  exercised  upon  his  mother 
and  grandmother,  and  all  the  other  females  of  his  family  and 
their  dependants  of  every  description,  to  the  number  of  about 
eight  hundred  persons;  the  tjrranny  exercised  (though  we 
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are  not  at  liberty  to  press  it  now)  upon  his  brethren.  We 
have  shown  you  how  he  confiscated  the  property  of  all  the 
jaghirdars,  the  nobility  of  the  country ;  we  have  proved  to 
your  lordships,  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  all  the 
misery  and  distress  occasioned  by  these  proceedings,  and  that 
he  afforded  the  sufferers  no  relief.  We  now  proceed  to  re- 
view the  effect  of  this  general  mass  of  usurpation,  tyranny, 
and  oppression,  upon  the  revenues  and  the  prosperity  of  the 
country. 

Your  lordships  will  first  be  pleased  to  advert  to  the  state 
in  which  Mr.  Hastings  found  the  country ; — in  what  state  he 
found  its  revenues ; — ^who  were  the  executive  ministers  of  the 
government ;  what  their  conduct  was,  and  by  whom  they 
were  recommended  and  supported.  For  the  evidence  of  these 
facts,  we  refer  your  lordships  to  your  printed  minutes — ^there, 
my  lords,  they  stand  recorded  ;  they  never  can  be  expunged 
out  of  your  record,  and  the  memory  of  mankind  ;  whether 
we  be  permitted  to  press  them  at  this  time  upon  your  lord- 
ships, or  not.  Your  lordships  will  there  find,  in  what  man- 
ner the  government  was  carried  on  in  Oude,  in  1775,  before 
the  period  of  Mr.  Hastings's  usurpation ;  Mr.  Hastings  you 
will  find  has  himself  there  stated,  that  the  minister  was 
recommended  by  the  begums  ;  and  you  will  remark  this,  be- 
cause Mr.  Hastings  afterwards  makes  her  interference  in  the 
government  of  her  son,  a  part  of  his  crimination  of  the 
begums. 

The  resident  at  the  court  of  Oude  thus  writes  on  the  2d 
of  March,  1776  : — "  Notwithstanding  the  confidence  the  na- 
bob reposes  in  Murteza  £han,  the  begums  are  much  dissatis- 
fied with  his  elevation. — They  recommended  to  his  excel- 
lency to  encourage  the  old  servants  of  the  government,  whose 
influence  in  the  country,  and  experience,  might  have  strength- 
ened his  own  authority,  and  seated  him  firmly  on  the  Mus- 
nud ;  in  some  measure  this  too  may  appear  consistent  with 
the  interest  of  the  company,  for  as  Elija  Khan  and  the  old 
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ministers  have,  by  frequent  instances  within  their  own  know- 
ledge, experienced  the  power  of  our  government,  such  men 
I  should  conceive  are  much  more  likely  to  pay  deference  to 
the  company,  than  a  person  who  at  present  can  have  but  a 
very  imperfect  idea  of  the  degree  of  attention,  which  ought 
to  be  paid  to  our  connection  with  the  nabob."  Your  lord- 
sliips  see  that  the  begums  recommended  the  old  servants, 
contrary  to  the  maxims  of  Rehoboam, — those  who  had  served 
his  father  and  had  served  the  country ;  and  who  were  strongly 
inclined  to  support  the  English  interest  there.  Your  lord- 
ships will  remark  the  effects  of  the  begum's  influence  upon 
the  state  of  things  in  1775,  that  the  nabob  had  been  advised 
by  his  mother  to  employ  the  confidential  servants  of  his 
father ;  persons  conversant  in  the  affairs  of  the  country,  per- 
sons interested  in  it,  and  persons  who  were  well  disposed  to 
support  the  English  connection.  Your  lordships  will  now 
attend  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bristow,  at  Lucknow,  to  the  board, 
dated  28th  November,  1776  : — "  I  also  neglected  no  part  of 
my  duty  on  the  spot ;  but  advised  the  minister,  even  at  Luck- 
now,  according  to  my  letter  of  the  third  instant,  to  recom- 
mend it  to  the  nabob,  to  dismiss  his  useless  and  mutinous 
troops,  which  measure  seems,  by  present  appearances,  to  have 
succeeded  beyond  expectation ;  as  the  rest  of  the  army  do 
now  pay  the  greatest  attention  to  his  excellency's  orders ; 
already  the  complaints  of  the  violences  the  troops  used  to 
commit  are  greatly  decreased ;  they  profess  obedience,  and 
by  the  best  intelligence  I  can  obtain  of  their  disposition,  there 
seems  to  be  little  doubt,  that  the  examples  made  by  disband- 
ing Bussunt's  corps  has  every  good  effect  we  could  wish, 
which  had  crossed  the  river  and  voluntarily  surrendered  their 
arms  the  day  before  yesterday  to  the  nabob." 

His  next  letter  is  dated  13th  June,  1776 : — ''  Honorable 
Sir  and  Sirs, — It  is  Elija  Khan's  first  object  to  regulate  the 
vizier's  revenue ;  and  I  must  do  him  the  justice  to  say,  that 
the  short  time  he  has  been  in  office  he  has  been  indefatiga- 
ble, and  already  settled  the  greater  part  of  the  province  of 
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Oude,  and  fixed  on  the  districts  for  the  assignments  of  the 
army  subsidy.  Corah  and  Allahabad  he  has  disposed  of,  and 
called  for  the  Dooab  and  Rohilehund  accounts,  in  order  to 
adjust  them  as  soon  as  possible.  This  activity  will,  I  hope, 
produce  the  most  salutary  effects  at  the  present  juncture,  be- 
ing the  commencement  of  the  season  for  the  cultivation. 
The  aumils,  by  being  thus  early  placed  in  their  offices,  have 
the  opportunity  of  advancing  tuckovy,  encouraging  the 
ryots,  and  making  their  agreements  in  their  several  districts, 
in  letting  under  farms,  or  disposing  of  the  lands  in  such  a 
manner  as  .they  may  judge  most  expedient.  If,  though  sim- 
ilar to  the  late  minister's  conduct,  a  delay  of  two  or  three 
months  should  occur  in  the  settlement  of  the  lands,  the  peo- 
ple throughout  the  country  would  be  disheartened,  and  inev- 
itably a  very  heavy  balance  accrue  on  the  revenue.  I  have 
troubled  the  honorable  board  with  this  detail,  in  the  first 
place,  to  show  the  propriety  of  Elija  Khan's  conduct ;  and 
in  the  next,  the  essential  service  that  will  be  rendered  to  the 
vizier,  by  continuing  Colonel  Parker's  detachment  during  the^ 
whole  rains  in  Corah,  if  required  by  the  vizier." 

My  lords,  you  have  now  had  a  view  of  the  state  of  Oude, 
previous  to  the  first  period  of  our  connection  with  it.  Your 
lordships  have  seen,  and  understand  that  part  of  the  middle 
period,  with  which  we  do  not  mean  to  trouble  you  again. 
You  will  now  be  pleased  to  attend  to  a  letter  from  Fyzoola 
Khan,  to  the  governor-general,  received  the  13th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1778.  "  This  country  of  Cuttah,  which  formerly  de- 
pended on  the  Rohilla  states,  and  which  I  consider  as  now 
appertaining  to  the  company,  was  very  populous  and  flour- 
ishing, but  since  the  commencement  of  the  nabob  vizier's 
government,  the  farmers  appointed  by  his  ministers  have 
desolated  the  country.  Its  situation  is  at  present  very  ruin- 
ous ;  thousands  of  villages,  formerly  populous,  are  now  ut- 
terly deserted,  and  no  trace  left  of  them.  I  have  already 
written  to  Roy  Buckstowr  Sing  a  full  account  of  the  tjrran- 
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ny  and  oppression  exercised  by  the  farmers,  to  be  communi- 
cated to  you  ;  the  constant  revenue  of  a  country  depends  on 
the  care  of  its  rulers,  to  preserve  it  in  a  flourishing  state.  I 
have  been  induced  to  make  the  representation  by  my  attach- 
ment to  the  interest  of  the  company,  for  otherwise  it  is  no 
concern  of  mine.  Should  these  oppressions  continue  one  or 
two  years  longer,  and  the  rulers  take  no  measures  to  put  a 
stop  to  them,  the  whole  country  will  be  a  desert." 

My  lords,  upon  these  statements  I  have  only  to  make  this 
remark,  that  you  have  seen  the  first  state  of  this  country ; 
and  that  the  period,  when  it  had  fallen  into  the  state  last  de- 
scribed, was  about  two  years  after  Mr.  Hastings  had  obtained 
the  majority  in  the  council,  and  began  to  govern  this  country 
by  his  lieutenants.  We  know  that  the  country  was  put  by 
him  under  military  collectors;  you  see  the  consequences. 
The  person  who  makes  this  representation  to  Mr.  Hastings 
of  the  state  of  the  country,  of  its  distress  and  calamity,  and 
of  the  desolation  of  a  thousand  of  the  villages  formerly 
flourishing  in  it,  is  no  less  a  person  than  a  prince  of  a  neigh- 
boring country,  a  person  of  whom  you  have  often  heard, 
and  to  whom  the  cause  of  humanity  is  much  indebted, 
namely,  Fyzoola  Khan ;  a  prince,  whose  country  the  Eng- 
lish resident,  travelling  through,  declares  to  be  cultivated  like 
a  garden.  That  this  was  the  state  of  the  Rohilla  country, 
is  owing  to  its  having  very  fortunately  been  one  of  those 
that  escaped  the  dominion  of  Mr.  Hastings. 

We  will  now  read  to  your  lordships  a  letter  from  Sir  Ejnre 
Coote  to  the  board  at  Calcutta,  dated  the  11th  of  September, 
1779  : — "  Honorable  Sir  and  Sirs, — The  day  before  yester- 
day I  encamped  near  Allahabad,  where  the  vizier  did  me  the 
honor  of  a  visit ;  and  yesterday  morning,  in  my  way  hither, 
I  returned  it,  and  was  received  by  his  excellency  with  every 
mark  of  respect  and  distinction.  This  morning  he  called 
here,  and  we  had  some  general  conversation,  which  princi- 
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pally  turned  upon  the  subject  of  his  attachment  to  the  Eng- 
lish, and  his  readiness  to  show  the  sincerity  of  it,  upon  all 
occasions.  It  is  to  be  wished  we  had  employed  the  influence 
which  such  favorable  sentiments  must  have  given  us  more 
to  the  benefit  of  the  country  and  ourselves ;  but  I  fear  the 
distresses  which  evidently  appear  on  the  face  of  the  one^  and 
the  failure  of  the  revenues  to  the  other,  are  not  to  be  wholly 
ascribed  to  the  vizier's  mismanagement." — This  is  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Hastings's  own  pensioner,  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  re- 
specting the  k6own  state  of  the  country  during  the  time  of 
this  horrible  usurpation,  which  Sir  Eyre  Coote  mentions  un- 
der the  soft  name  of  our  influence.  But  there  could  be  but 
one  voice  upon  the  subject,  and  that  your  lordships  shall  now 
hear  from  Mr.  Hastings  himself.  We  refer  your  lordships  to 
the  minute  of  the  governor-general's  consultation,  Fort  Will- 
iam, 21st  May,  1781. — ^He  is  here  giving  his  reasons  for 
going  into  the  upper  provinces. 

'^  The  province  of  Oude  having  fallen  into  a  state  of  great 
disorder  and  confusion,  its  resources  being  in  an  extraordinary 
degree  diminished,  and  the  nabob,  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  having 
earnestly  intreated  the  presence  of  the  governor-general,  and 
declared,  that,  unless  some  effectual  measures  are  taken  for 
his  relief,  he  must  be  under  the  necessity  of  leaving  his 
country,  and  coming  down  to  Calcutta,  to  present  his  situa- 
tion to  this  government ,- — the  governor-general  therefore 
proposes,  with  the  concurrence  of  Mr.  Wheler,  to  ^visit  the 
province  of  Oude,  as  speedily  as  the  afiairs  of  the  presidency 
will  admit,  in  hopes  that  from  a  minute  and  personal  obser- 
vation of  the  circumstances  of  that  country,  the  system  of 
management  which  has  been  adopted,  and  the  characters  and 
conduct  of  the  persons  employed,  he  may  possibly  be  able 
to  concert  and  establish  some  plan  by  which  the  province  of 
Oude  may  in  time  be  restored  to  its  former  state  of  afliuence, 
good  order,  and  prosperity.'' 

VOL.  VIII.  26 
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Your  lordships  have  now  the  whole  chain  of  the  evidence 
complete,  with  regard  to  the  state  of  the  country  up  to  the 
period  of  Mr.  Hastings's  journey  into  the  country.  You  see, 
that  Mr.  Hastings  himself  admits  it  to  have  been  formerly  in 
a  most  flourishing,  orderly,  and  prosperous  state.  Its  condi- 
tion in  1781  he  describes  to  you  in  words,  than  which  no 
enemy  of  his  can  use  stronger,  in. order  to  paint  the  state  in 
which  it  then  was.  In  this  state  he  found  it  when  he  went 
up  in  the  year  1781,  and  he  left  it,  with  regard  to  any  sub- 
stantial regulation  that  was  executed  or  could  be  executed, 
in  the  state  in  which  he  found  it  i  after  having  increased 
every  one  of  those  grievances  which  he  pretended  to  redress, 
and  taken  from  it  all  the  little  resources  that  remained  in  it. 

We  now  come  to  a  subsequent  period,  at  which  time  the 
state  of  the  country  is  thus  described  by  Mr.  Bristow  on  the 
12th  December,  1782: — "Despotism  is  the  principle  upon 
which  every  measure  is  founded,  and  the  people  in  the  inte- 
rior parts  of  the  country  are  ruled  at  the  discretion  of  the 
aumil  or  fouzdar  for  the  time  being ;  they  exercise,  within 
the  limits  of  their  jurisdiction,  the  powers  of  life  and  death, 
and  decisions  in  civil  and  other  cases,  in  the  same  extent  as 
the  sovereign  at  the  capital.  The  forms  presented  by  the 
ancient  institutions  of  the  Mogul  empire  are  unattended  to, 
and  the  will  of  the  provincial  magistrate  is  the  sole  law  of 
the  people  ;  the  total  relaxation  of  the  vizier's  authority,  his 
inattention  and  dislike  to  business,  leave  the  aumils  in  pos- 
session of  this  dangerous  power,  unawed  and  uncontrolled 
by  any  opposition  of  retrospection,  or  the  interference  of  jus- 
tice. I  can  hardly  quote  an  instance,  since  the  vizier's  ac- 
cession to  the  musnud,  of  an  aumil  having  been  punished  for 
oppression,  though  the  complaints  of  the  people  and  the  state 
of  the  country  are  notorious  proofs  of  the  violences  daily 
committed ;  it  is  even  become  unsafe  for  travellers  to  pass, 
except  in  large  bodies — ^murders,  thefts,  and  other  enormities, 
shocking  to  humanity,  are  committed  in  open  day." 
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In  a  nother  paragraph  of  the  same  letter,  he  says,  "  Such 
has  been  the  system  of  this  government,  that  the  oppressions 
have  generally  originated  with  the  aumils ;  they  have  been 
rarely  selected  for  their  abilities  or  integrity,  but  from  faror^ 
or  the  means  to  advance  a  large  sum.  Upon  being  appointed 
to  their  office,  the  aumil  enters  upon  his  trust,  ruined  in  repu- 
tation and  fortune,  and  unless  he  accomplishes  his  engage-^ 
ments,  which  is  seldom  the  case,  disgrace  and  punishment 
follow ',  and  though  the  balance  of  revenue  may  be  vigorous- 
ly demanded  of  him,  it  has  not  been  usual  to  institute  any 
inquiry  for  oppression.  The  zemindars  thus  left  at  the  mercy 
of  the  aumils  are  often  driven  to  rebellion^-the  weak  are 
obliged  to  submit  to  his  exactions  or  fly  the  country,  and  the 
aumil,  unable  to  reduce  the  more  powerful,  is  compelled  to 
enter  into  a  disgraceful  compromise ;  every  zemindar  looks 
to  his  fort  for  protection,  and  the  country  is  crowded  with 
them  ;  Almas  Ali  £han  has  not  less  than  seven  hundred  in 
his  districts.  Thus  it  has  beccmie  a  general  custom  to  seize 
the  brother,  son,  or  some  near  relation  or  dependant  of  the 
different  zemindars,  as  hostages  for  the  security  of  the  reve- 
nue ;  a  great  aumil  will  sometimes  have  three  or  four  hun- 
dred of  these  hostages,  whom  he  is  obliged  to  confine  in 
places  of  security—^  few  men  like  Almas  Ali  £han  and 
Coja  Din  ul  Dun  have,  from  their  regularity  in  performance 
of  pecuniary  engagements,  rendered  themselves  useful  to  the 
vizier.  A  strict  scrutiny  into  his  affairs  was  at  all  times  irk- 
some to  his  excellency,  and  none  of  his  ministers  or  officers 
about  his  person  possessing  the  active  persevering  spirit  requi- 
site to  conduct  the  detail  of  engagements  for  a  number  of 
small  farms,  it  became  convenient  to  receive  a  large  sum 
from  a  great  farmer  without  trouble  or  deficiency.  This  sys- 
tem was  followed  by  the  most  pernicious  consequences  ;  these 
men  were  above  all  control,  they  exacted  their  own  terms, 
and  the  districts  they  farmed  were  most  cruelly  oppressed ; 
the  revenue  of  Rohilcund  is  reduced  above  a  third,  and  Al- 
26* 
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mas  Ali  Khan's  administration  is  well  known  to  have  been 
extremely  violent." 

We  will  next  read  to  your  lordships  an  extract  from  Cap- 
tain Edwards's  evidence  ; — "  Q.  Had  you  any  opportunity 
of  observing  the  general  face  of  the  country  in  the  time  of 
Sujah  Dowlah  ? — A,  I  had.  Q.  Did  you  remark  any  differ- 
ence in  the  general  state  of  the  country  at  that  time,  and 
the  period  when  you  made  your  latter  observation  ;  did  you 
observe  any  difference  between  the  condition  of  the  country 
at  that  time  and  that  of  Sujah  Dowlah  in  the  year  1774,  the 
latter  period  you  have  mentioned? — A.  I  did  ;  a  very  mate- 
rial difference.  Q.  In  what  respect? — A,  In  the  general 
aspect  that  the  country  bore  and  the  cultivation  of  the 
country,  that  it  was  infinitely  better  cultivated  in  1774 
than  it  was  in  1783.  Q.  You  said  you  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  observing  the  face  of  the  country  till  you  was  ap- 
pointed aid-de-camp  to  the  nabob  ? — A.  No ;  except  by 
marching  and  countermarching  ]  I  marched  in  the  year  1774 
through  the  nabob  Sujah  ul  Dowlah's  provinces  into  Rohil- 
cund.  Q.  Had  you  those  opportunities  from  the  time  of 
your  going  there  in  1774  ? — A  I  had  ;  but  not  so  much  as  I 
had  after  being  appointed  aid-de-camp  to  the  vizier,  because 
I  was  always  before  in  a  subordinate  situation.  I  marched  in 
a  direct  line  before,  with  the  troops ;  but  afterwards,  when  I 
was  aid-de-camp  to  his  excellency,  I  was  my  own  master, 
and  made  frequent  excursions  into  the  different  parts  of  the 
country.  Q.  Had  you  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  dif- 
ference in  the  general  happiness  and  disposition  of  the  peo- 
ple ? — A.  I  had.  Q.  Did  you  observe  a  difference  in  that 
respect  also,  between  your  first  coming  and  the  year  1783  ? 
— A,  Yes,  a  very  sensible  difference  ;  in  Sujah  ul  Dowlah's 
time  the  country  was  in  a  very  flourishing  state,  in  mercbaUT 
disc,  cultivation,  and  every  article  of  commerce,  and  the  peo- 
ple then  seemed  to  be  very  happy  under  his  government| 
which  latterly  was  not  the  case,  because  the  country  in  reali- 
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ty  appeared  in  the  year  1774  in  a  flourishing  state,  and  in 
the  year  1783  it  appeared  comparatively  forlorn  and  desolate. 
Q.  Was  the  court  of  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  when  you  left  India, 
equal  in  point  of  splendor  to  what  it  was  in  the  time  of  Su- 
jah  ul  Dowlah  ? — A.  By  no  means ;  it  was  not  equally 
splendid,  but  far  inferior.  Q.  Were  the  dependants  and  offi« 
cers  belonging  to  the  court  paid  in  the  same  pimctual  man- 
ner ? — A.  No  ;  I  really  cannnot  say  whether  they  were  paid 
more  regularly  in  Sujah  Dowlah's  time,  only  they  appeared 
more  wealthy,  and  more  able  to  live  in  a  splendid  style,  in  his 
time  than  they  ever  have  done  since  his  death." 

Here  then  your  lordships  see  the  state  of  the  country  in 
1783.  Your  lordships  may  trace  the  whole  progress  of  these 
evils  step  by  step  from  the  death  of  Sujah  ul  Dowlah  to  the 
time  of  Mr.  Hastings's  obtaining  a  majority  in  the  council ; 
after  which  he  possessed  the  sole  and  uncontrolled  manage- 
ment of  the  country ;  you  have  seen  also  the  consequences 
that  immediately  followed  till  the  year  1784,  when  he  went 
up  a  second  time  into  the  country. 

I  do  not  know,  my  lords,  that  it  is  necessary  to  make  any 
observation  upon  this  state  of  things.  You  see  that  the  na- 
tive authority  was,  as  we  have  proved,  utterly  extinguished 
by  Mr.  Hastings — and  that  there  was  no  superintendent  power 
but  his.  You  have  heard  of  the  oppressions  of  the  farmers 
of  the  revenues — and  we  have  shown  you,  that  these  farm- 
ers generally  were  English  officers.  We  have  shown  you  in 
what  manner  Colonel  Hannay,  one  of  these  farmers  sent  by 
Mr.  Hastings,  acted,  and  particularly  the  accumulation  of 
hostages  which  were  made  by  him.  We  have  shown  you, 
that,  by  their  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  proceedings,  all  regu- 
lar government  was  subverted,  and  that  the  country  experi- 
enced the  last  and  most  dreadful  effects  of  anarchy.  We 
have  shown  you,  that  no  other  security  was  left  to  any 
human  being,  but  to  entrench  themselves  in  such  forts  as 
they  could  make,  and  that  these  forts,  in  one  district  only  of 
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the  country,  had  increased  in  number  to  the  amount  of  seven 
hundred.  Your  lordships  also  know,  that  when  the  prisons 
and  mud  forts,  in  which  Colonel  Hannay  kept  his  hos- 
tages confined,  were  full,  he  kept  them  in  uncovered  cages 
in  the  open  air.  You  know,  that  all  these  farmers  of  revenue 
were  either  English  and  military  men,  or  natives  under  an 
abject  submission  to  them ;  you  know,  that  they  had  the 
whole  country  in  assignments ;  that  the  jaghires  were  all 
confiscated  for  their  benefits ;  and  you  find  that  the  whole 
system  had  its  origin  at  the  time,  when  Mr.  Hastings  alone 
formed  in  effect  the  authority  of  the  supreme  council. 
The  weakness  of  the  nabob,  as  Sir  Eyre  Coote  tells  you, 
could  not  have  been  alone  the  cause  of  these  evils,  and  that 
our  influence  over  him,  if  not  actually  the  cause  of  the  utter 
ruin,  desolation,  and  anarchy  of  that  country,  might  have 
been  successfully  exerted  in  preventing. 

When  your  lordships  shall  proceed  to  judgment  upon  these 
accumulated  wrongs,  arising  out  of  the  usurped  power  of  the 
prisoner  at  your  bar,  and  redressed  by  him  in  no  one  instance 
whatever,  let  not  the  usurpation  itself  of  the  nabob's  power 
be  considered  as  a  trivial  matter.  When  any  prince  at  the 
head  of  a  great  country  is  entirely  stripped  of  every  thing  in 
his  government,  civil  or  military,  by  which  his  rank  may  be 
distinguished  or  his  virtues  exercised,  he  is  in  danger  of  be* 
coming  a  mere  animal,  and  of  abandoning  himself  wholly  to 
sensual  gratifications.  Peeling  no  personal  interest  in  the 
institutions  or  in  the  general  welfare  of  the  country,  he  suf-* 
fers  the  former  (and  many  wise  and  laudable  institutions 
existed  in  the  provinces  of  the  nabob,  for  their  good  order 
and  government)  to  fall  into  disuse  ;  and  he  leaves  the  coun- 
try itself  to  persons  in  inferior  situations,  to  be  wasted  and 
destroyed  by  them.  You  find  that  in  Ouda  the  very  appear* 
anee  of  justice  had  been  banished  out  of  it,  and  that  every 
aumil  exercised  an  arbitrary  power  over  the  lives  and  fortunes 
of  the  people.  My  lords,  we  have  the  proofs  of  all  these 
facts  in  our  hands ;  they  are  in  your  lordships'  minutes ;  and 
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though  we  can  state  nothing  stronger  than  is  stated  in  the 
papers  themselves,  yet  we  do  not  so  far  forget  our  duty  as  not 
to  point  out  to  your  lordships  such  observations  as  arise  out 
of  them. 

To  close  the  whole,  your  lordships  shall  now  hear  read  an 
extract  from  a  most  curious  and  extraordinary  letter,  sent  by 
him  to  the  court  of  directors,  preparatory  to  his  return  to 
England.*—"  My  only  remaining  fear  is,  that  the  members  of 
the  council,  seeing  affairs  through  a  different  medium  from 
that  through  which  I  view  them,  may  be  disposed,  if  not  to 
counteract  the  system  which  I  have  formed,  to  withhold 
from  it  their  countenance  and  active  support ;  while  I  my- 
self remain,  it  will  be  sufficient  if  they  permit  it  to  operate 
without  interruption,  and  I  almost  hope  in  the  event  of  a 
new  administration  of  your  affairs,  which  shall  confine  itself 
to  the  same  forbearance,  and  manifest  no  symptoms  of  in- 
tended interference,  the  objects  of  my  arrangements  will  be 
effectually  attained — ^for  I  leave  them  in  the  charge  of  agents 
whose  interests,  ambition,  and  every  prospect  of  life,  are 
interwoven  with  their  success,  and  the  hand  of  heaven  has 
visibly  blest  the  soil  with  every  elementary  source  of  pro- 
gressive vegetation.  But  if  a  different  policy  shall  be  adopted, 
if  new  agents  are  sent  into  the  country  and  armed  with 
authority  for  the  purpose  of  vengeance  or  corruption,  to  no 
other  will  they  be  applied.  If  new  demands  are  raised  on 
the  nabob  vizier,  and  accounts  overcharged  on  one  side  with 
a  wide  latitude  taken  on  the  other  to  swell  his  debt  beyond 
the  means  of  payment ;  if  political  dangers  are  portended  to 
ground  on  them  the  pleas  of  burthening  his  country  with  un- 
necessary defences  and  enormous  subsidies ;  or  if  even  abstain- 
ing from  direct  encroachment  on  the  nabob's  rights,  your 
government  shall  show  but  a  degree  of  personal  kindness  to 
the  partizans  of  the  late  usurpation,  or  by  any  constructive 
indication  of  partiality  and  disaffection,  furnish  ground  for 
the  expectation  of  an  approaching  change  of  system,  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  all  my  labors  will  prove  abortive.     For  the 


408  SPEECH  IN  THE  IMPEACHMENT  OF 

slightest  causes  will  be  sufficient  to  deject  minds  sore  with 
the  remembrance  of  past  conflicts,  and  to  elevate  those  whose 
only  dependence  is  placed  in  the  renewal  of  the  confusion 
which  I  have  labored  with  such  zeal  to  eradicate,  and  will  of 
course  debilitate  the  authority  which  can  alone  insure  future 
success.     I  almost  fear  that  this  denunciation  of  effects  from 
causes  so  incompetent,  as  they  will  appear  to  those  who  have 
not  had  the  experience,  which  I  have  had,  of  the  quick  sen- 
sibility which  influences  the  habits  of  men  placed  in  a  state 
of  polity  so  loose,  and  subject  to  the  continual  variations  of 
capricious  and   despotic   authority,  will   be    deemed    over- 
charged, or  perhaps  void  of  foundation  :  nor,  if  they  should 
come  to  pass,  will  it  be  easy  to  trace  them  with  any  positive 
evidence  to  their  connection ;  yet  it  is  my  duty  to  apprize 
you  of  what  I  apprehend,  on  grounds  which  I  deem  of  abso- 
lute certainty,  may  come  to  pass  ;  and  I  rely  on  your  candor 
for  a  fair  interpretation  of  my  intention. '^     Here,  ray  lords, 
the  prisoner  at  your  bar  has  done  exactly  what  his  bitterest 
accuser  would  do — he  goes  through,  head  by  head,  every 
one  of  the  measures  which  he  had  himself  pursued  in  the 
destruction  of  the  country  ;  and  he  foretells  that,  if  any  one 
of  those  measures  should  again  be  pursued,  or  even  if  good 
cause  should  be  given  to  suspect  they  would  be  renewed, 
the  country  must  fall  into  a  state  of  inevitable  destruction. 
This  supersedes  all  observation.     This  paper  is  a  recapitula- 
ted, minute  condemnation  of  every  step  which  he  took  in 
that  country,  and  which  steps  are  every  one  of  them  upon 
your  lordships'  minutes. 

But,  my  lords,  we  know  very  well  the  design  of  these 
pretended  apprehensions ;  and  why  he  wished  to  have  that 
country  left  in  the  state  he  speaks  of.  He  had  left  a  secret 
agent  of  his  own  to  control  that  ostensible  government,  and 
to  enable  him,  sitting  in  the  place  where  he  now  sits,  to 
continue  to  govern  those  provinces  in  the  way  in  which  be 
now  governs  them.  [A  murmur  having  arisen  here,  Mr. 
Burke  proceeded.]    If  I  am  called  upon  to  reword  what  I 


WARREN  HASTINGS,  ESQ.  409 

have  jast  said,  I  shall  repeat  my  words,  and  show  strong 
grounds  and  reasons  to  indicate  that  he  governs  Oude  now  as 
much  as  he  ever  did. 

You  see,  my  lords,  that  the  reform  which  he  pretended  to 
make  in  1781,  produced  the  calamities  which  he  states  to 
have  existed  in  1784.  We  shall  now  show,  that  the  reform, 
which  he  pretended  to  make  in  1784,  brought  on  the  calam- 
ities which  Lord  Cornwallis  states  in  his  evidence  to  have 
existed  in  1787. 

We  will  now  read  two  letters  from  Lord  Cornwallis  ;  the 
first  is  dated  the  16th  November,  1787 : — "  I  was  received  at 
Allahabad  and  attended  to  Lucknow  by  the  nabob  and  his 
ministers,  with  every  mark  of  friendship  and  respect ;  I  can- 
not, however,  express  how  much  I  was  concerned  during  my 
short  residence  at  his  capital,  and  my  progress  through  his 
dominions,  to  be  witness  of  the  disordered  state  of  his  finances 
and  government,  and  of  the  desolate  appearances  of  his 
country  ;  the  evils  were  too  alarming  to  admit  of  palliation, 
and  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  exhort  him,  in  the  most  friendly 
manner,  to  endeavor  to  apply  effectual  remedies  to  them.  He 
began  with  urging  as  apology  that,  whilst  he  was  not  certain 
of  the  expense  of  our  deniands  upon  him,  he  had  no  real 
interest  in  being  economical  in  his  expenses,  and  that  while 
we  interfered  in  the  internal  management  of  his  affairs,  his 
own  authority  and  that  of  his  ministers  were  despised  by  his 
own  subjects.  It  would  have  been  useless  to  discuss  these 
topics  with  him  ;  but  while  I  repeated  my  former  declarations 
of  our  being  determined  to  give  no  ground  in  future  for  sim- 
ilar complaints,  he  gave  me  the  strongest  assurances  of  his 
being  resolved  to  apply  himself  earnestly  to  the  encourage* 
ment  of  argriculture,  and  to  endeavor  to  revive  the  commerce 
of  his  country." 

The  second  is  dated  the  26th  April,  1788 :— "  Till  I  saw 
the  vizier's  troops,  I  was  not  without '  hope,  that  upon  an 
emergency  he  would  have  been  able  to  have  furnished  us  with 


410  SPEECH  IN  THE  IMPEACHMENT  OF 

some  useful  cavalry ;  but  I  have  uo  reason  to  believe  that 
he  has  any  in  his  service  upon  which  it  would  be  prudent  to 
place  any  dependence  ;  and  I  think  it  right  to  add,  that  his 
country  appears  to  be  in  so  ruined  a  state,  and  his  finances 
in  so  much  disorder,  that  even  in  case  of  war  we  ought  not 
to  depend  upon  any  material  support  from  him." 

My  lords,  I  have  only  to  remark  upon  these  letters  that, . 
so  far  ai3  they  go,  they  prove  the  effects  of  Mr.  Hastings's 
reformation,  from  which  he  was  pleased  to  promise  the  com- 
pany such  great  things.  But  when  your  lordships  know  that 
he  had  left  his  dependant  and  minister,  Hyder  Beg  Khan, 
there,  whose  character,  as  your  lordships  will  find  by  a  refer- 
ence to  your  minutes,  he  has  represented  as  black  as  hell,  to 
be  the  real  governor  there,  and  to  carry  on  private  correspon- 
dence with  him  here ; — ^and  that  he  had  left  Major  Palmer, 
his  private  agent,  for  a  considerable  time  in  that  country  to 
carry  on  his  affairs ;  your  lordships  will  easily  see  how  it  has 
come  to  pass  that  the  vizier,  such  a  man  as  you  have  heard 
him  described  to  be,  was  not  alone  able  to  restore  prosperity 
to  his  country.  My  lords,  you  have  now  seen  what  was  the 
situation  of  the  country  in  Sujah  Dowlah's  time,  prior  to  Mr. 
Hastings's  interference  with  the  government  of  it ;  what  it 
was  during  his  government ;  and  what  situation  it  was  in 
when  Lord  Cornwallis  left  it.  Nothing  now  remains,  but  to 
call  your  lordship's  attention  to  perhaps  the  most  extraordi- 
nary part  of  these  transactions.  But  before  we  proceed  we 
will  beg  leave  to  go  back  and  read  to  your  lordships  the  na- 
bob's letters  of  the  24th  February,  1780 : — "  I  have  received 
your  letter,  and  understand  the  contents.  I  cannot  describe 
the  solidity  of  your  friendship  and  brotherly  affection  which 
subsisted  between  you  and  my  late  father  ;  from  the  friend- 
ship of  the  company  he  received  numberless  advantages ;  and 
I,  notwithstanding  I  was  left  an  orphan,  from  your  favor  and 
that  of  the  company,  was  perfectly  at  ease,  being  satisfied 
that  every  thing  would  be  well,  and  that  I  should  continue 
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in  the  same  security  that  I  was  during  my  father's  life  time, 
from  your  protection.     I  accordingly,  from  the  day  of  his 
death,  have  never  omitted  to  cultivate  your  favor,  and  the 
protection  of  the  company  ;  and  whatever  was  the  desire  and 
directions  of  the  council  at  that  time,  I  have  ever  since  con- 
formed to,  and  obeyed  with  readiness.     Thanks  be  given  to 
God,  that  I  have  never  as  yet  been  backward  in  performing 
the  will  of  the  English  company,  of  the  council,  and  of  you; 
and  have  always  been,  from  my  heart,  ready  to  obey  them, 
and  have  never  given  you  any  trouble,  from  my  difiScuUies 
or  wishes.     Thus  I  have  done  simply  from  my  knowledge  of 
your  favor  towards  me,  and  from  my  being  certain  that  you 
would  learn  the  particulars  of  my  distresses  and  difficulties 
from  other  quarters,  and  would  then  show  your  friendship 
and  good-will,  in  whatever  was  for  my  advantage.   But  when 
the  knife  had  penetrated  to  the  bone,  and  I  was  surrounded 
with  such  heavy  distresses  that  I  could  no  longer  live  in  ex- 
pectations, I  then  wrote  an  account  of  my  difficulties ;  the 
answer  which  I  have  received  to  it  is  such,  that  it  has  given 
me  inexpressible  grief  and  affliction.     I  never  had  the  least 
idea  or  expectation  from  you,  and  the  council,  that  you  would 
ever  have  given  your  orders  in  so  afflicting  a  manner,  in 
which  you  never  before  wrote,  and  which  I  could  not  have 
imagined.     As  I  am  resolved  to  obey  the  orders  and  direc- 
tions of  the  council,  without  any  delay,  as  long  as  I  live,  I 
have,  agreeably  to  those  orders,  delivered  up  all  my  private 
papers  to  Um,  that  when  he  shall  have  examined  my  receipts 
and  expenses,  he  may  take  whatever  remains.     As  I  know  it 
to  be  my  duty  to  satisfy  you,  the  company  and  council,  I 
have  not  failed  to  obey  in  any  instance,  but  requested  of  him 
that  it  might  be  done  so  as  not  to  distress  me  in  my  neces- 
sary expenses,  there  being  no  other  fund  but  those  for  the 
expenses  of  mutseddies,  household  expenses,  and  servants, 
&c.*    He  demanded  these  in  such  a  manner,  that,  being 
remediless,  I  was  obliged  to  comply  with  what  he  required. 
He  has  accordingly  stopped  the  pensions  of  my  old  servants 
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of  thirty  years,  whether  sepoys,  mutseddies,  or  household 
servants ;  and  the  expenses  of  my  family  and  kitchen,  to- 
gether with  the  jaghires  of  my  grandmother,  mother,  and 
aunts,  and  of  my  brothers  and  dependants,  which  were  for 
their  support.  I  had  raised  one  thousand  five  hundred  horse, 
and  three  battalions  of  sepoys  to  attend  upon  me ;  but  as  I 
have  no  resources  to  support  them,  I  have  been  obliged  to 
remove  the  people  stationed  in  the  mahals,  and  to  send  his 
people  into  the  mahals,  so  that  I  have  not  now  one  single  ser- 
vant about  me.  Should  I  mention  what  further  difficulties  I 
have  been  reduced  to,  it  would  lay  me  open  to  contempt  j 
although  I  have  willingly  assented  to  this  which  brings  such 
distress  on  me,  and  have  in  a  manner  altogether  ruined  my- 
self; yet  I  failed  not  to  do  it  for  this  reason,  because  it  was 
for  your  satisfaction,  and  that  of  the  council ;  and  I  am 
patient,  and  even  thankful  in  this  condition ;  but  I  cannot 
imagine  for  what  cause  you  have  conceived  displeasure 
against  me,  from  the  commencement  of  my  administration. 
In  every  circumstance,  I  received  strength  and  security  from 
your  favor,  and  that  of  the  council ;  and  in  every  instance 
you  and  the  council  have  shown  your  friendship  and  affec- 
tion for  me ;  but  at  present,  that  you  have  sent  these  orders, 
I  am  greatly  perplexed." 

We  will  not  trouble  your  lordships  with  the  remainder  of 
the  letter,  which  is  all  in  the  same  style  of  distress  and 
affliction  ;  and  of  the  abject  dependence  of  a  man  who  con- 
siders himself  as  insulted,  robbed,  and  ruined  in  that  state  of 
dependence. 

In  addition  to  the  evidence  contained  in  this  letter,  your 
lordships  will  be  pleased  to  recollect  the  nabob's  letter  which 
we  read  to  your  lordships  yesterday,  the  humble  and  abject 
style  of  which  you  will  never  forget.  Oh !  consider,  my 
lords,  this  instance  of  the  fate  of  human  greatness !  You 
must  remember,  that  there  is  not  a  trace  any  where  in  any 
of  the  various  trunks  of  Mr.  Hastings,  that  he  ever  conde- 
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scended  so  much  as  to  give  an  answer  to  the  suppliant  letters 
of  that  unhappy  man.  There  was  no  mode  of  indignity 
with  which  he  did  not  treat  his  family — there  was  no  mode 
of  indignity  with  which  he  did  not  treat  his  person — there 
was  no  mode  of  indignity  with  which  he  did  not  treat  his 
minister,  Hyder  Beg  Khan ; — ^this  man  whom  he  represents 
to  be  the  most  infamous  and  scandalous  of  mankind ;  and 
of  whom  he  nevertheless,  at  the  same  time,  declares,  that  his 
only  support  with  the  vizier,  was  the  support  which  he, 
Warren  Hastings,  as  representative  of  the  English  govern* 
ment,  gave  him. 

We  will  now  read  a  paper  which,  perhaps,  ought  not- to 
have  been  received  in  evidence  ;  but  which  we  were  willing 
to  enter  in  your  minutes  as  evidence,  in  order  that  every 
thing  should  come  before  you.  Your  lordships  have  heard 
the  nabob  speak  of  his  misery,  distress,  and  oppression  ;  but 
here  he  makes  a  complete  defeasance,  as  it  were,  of  the  whole 
charge,  a  direct  disavowal  of  every  one  of  the  complaints, 
and  particularly  that  of  having  never  received  an  answer  to 
these  complaints.  Oh !  think,  I  say,  my  lords,  of  the  de- 
graded, miserable,  and  unhappy  state  to  which  human  nature 
may  be  reduced,  when  you  hear  this  unhappy  man  declare, 
that  all  the  charges  which  w^  have  made  upon  this  subject 
relative  to  him,  and  which  are  all  either  admitted  by  him,  or 
taken  from  his  own  representation,  are  now  stated  by  him  in 
a  paper  before  you  to  be  all  false,  and  that  there  is  not  a  word 
of  the  representation  which  he  had  made  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
that  has  the  least  truth  in  it.  Tour  lordships  will  find  this 
in  that  collection  of  various  papers,  which  ought  to  be  pre- 
served and  put  into  every  museum  in  Europe,  as  one  of  the 
most  extraordinary  productions  that  was  ever  exhibited  to 
the  world. 

Papers  received  the  8th  of  Maich,  1788,  and  translated 
pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  governor-general  in  council,  dated 
the  27th  of  April,  1788,  under  the  seal  of  his  excellency  the 
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nawaub  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  Azoph  Jeh  Behodar,  Yizier  ul 
Momiiek  : — ^'  I  have  at  this  time  learnt  that  the  gentlemen 
in  power  in  England,  upon  the  suspicion  that  Mr.  Hastings, 
during  his  administration,  acted  contrary  to  the  rules  of  jus- 
tice and  impartiality,  and,  actuated  by  motives  of  avidity, 
was  inimical  towards  men  without  cause ;  that  he  broke  such 
engagements  and  treaties  as  had  been  made  between  the  com- 
pany and  other  chiefs ;  that  he  extended  the  hand  of  oppres- 
sion over  the  properties  of  men  ;  tore  up  the  roots  of  prosper- 
ity and  security  from  the  land,  and  rendered  the  ryots  and 
subjects  destitute,  by  force  and  extortion.  As  this  accusa- 
tion, in  fact,  is  destitute  of  uprightness,  and  void  of  truth, 
therefore  with  a  view  to  show  the  truth  in  its  true  colors,  I 
have  written  upon  this  sheet  with  truth  and  sincerity,  to 
serve  as  an  evidence,  and  to  represent  real  facts ;  to  serve 
also  as  information  and  communication,  that  Mr.  Hastings, 
from  the  commencement  of  his  administration,  until  his  de- 
parture for  England,  whether  during  the  life  time  of  the 
deceased  nawaub,  of  blessed  memory,  Yizier  ul  Moulk,  Sujah 
ul  Dowlah  Rehodar,  my  father,  or  during  my  government, 
did  not  at  any  time  transact,  contrary  to  justice,  any  matter 
which  took  place  from  the  great  friendship  between  me  and 
the  company,  nor  in  any  business  depart  from  the  path  of 
truth  and  uprightness ;  but  cultivated  friendship,  with  integ- 
rity and  sincerity,  and  in  every  respect  engaged  himself  in 
the  duties  of  friendship,  with  me,  my  ministers,  and  confi- 
dants.' I  am  at  all  times,  and  in  every  way,  pleased  with  and 
thankful  for  his  friendly  manners,  and  qualities;  and  my 
ministers  and  confidants,  who  have  always  every  one  of  them 
been  satisfied  with  his  conduct,  are  for  ever  grateful  for  his 
friendship,  and  thankful  for  his  virtues.  As  these  matters  are 
real  facts,  and  according  to  truth,  I  have  written  these  lines 
as  an  evidence,  and  transmit  the  paper  to  England  through 
the  government  of  Calcutta,  for  the  information  of  the  gen- 
tlemen of  power  and  rank  in  England." 
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Observe,  my  lords,  the  candor  of  the  Commons — ^we  pro- 
duce this  evidence,  which  accuses  us,  as  Mr.  Hastings  does, 
of  uttering  every  thing  that  is  false — we  choose  to  bring  our 
shame  before  the  world,  and  to  admit  that  this  man,  on 
whose  behalf,  and  on  the  behalf  of  whose  country  we  have 
accused  Mr.  Hastings,  has  declared,  that  this  accusation 
(namely  this  impeachment)  is  destitute  of  uprightness  and 
without  truth.  But,  my  lords,  this  is  not  only  a  direct  con- 
tradiction to  all  he  has  ever  said — to  all  that  has  been  proyed 
to  you  by  us ;  but  a  direct  contradiction  to  all  the  represen- 
tations of  Mr.  Hastings  himself.  Your  lordships  will  hence 
see  what  credit  is  to  be  given  to  these  papers. 

Your  lordships  shall  now  hear  what  Hyder  Beg  Ehan 
says ;  that  Hyder  Beg  Khan  who  stands  recorded  in  your 
minutes  as  the  worst  of  mankind ;  who  is  represented  as 
writing  letters  without  the  nabob's  consent,  and  in  defiance 
of  him  ; — ^the  man  of  whom  Mr.  Hastings  says,  that  the  na- 
bob is  nothing  but  a  tool  in  his  hands,  and  that  the  nabob  is, 
and  ever  must  be,  a  tool  of  somebody  or  other.  Now  as  we 
have  heard  the  tool  speak,  let  us  hear  how  the  workman  em- 
ployed to  work  with  this  tool  speaks  : — 

Extract  from  Hyder  Beg  Khan's  letter  to  the  govern- 
or and  council. — "It  is  at  this  time  learnt  by  the  na- 
waub  vizier  and  us  his  ministers,  that  gentlemen  of  power 
in  England  are  displeased  with  Mr.  Hastings,  on  the  suspi- 
cion that  during  his  administration  in  this  country,  from  mo- 
tives of  avidity,  he  committed  oppressions  contrary  to  the 
rules  of  justice,  took  the  properties  of  men  by  deceit  and 
force,  injured  the  ryots  and  subjects,  and  rendered  the  coun- 
try destitute  and  ruined. — ^As  the  true  and  upright  disposition 
of  Mr.  Hastings  is  in  every  respect  free  of  this  suspicion,  we 
therefore  with  truth  and  sincerity  declare  by  these  lines, 
written  according  to  fact,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  from  the  first  of 
his  appointment  to  the  government  of  this  country,  until  his 
departure  for  Europe,  during  his  authority  in  the  management 
of  the  affairs  of  the  country,  whether  in  the  life  time  of  the 
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nawoub  Sujah  ul  Dowlah  Behadre  deceased,  or  whether  dar- 
ing the  present  reigti,  did  not,  in  aliy  matters  which  took 
place  from  the  great  friendship  between  this  government  and 
the  company,  act  in  anywise  upon  motive  of  avidity,  and  not 
having,  in  any  respect,  other  than  justice  and  propriety  in  ia- 
tention,  did  not  swerve  from  their  rules,  he  kept  his  excel- 
cy  the  vizier  always  pleased  and  satisfied,"  (you  will  re* 
member,  my  lords,  the  last  expressions  of  his  pleasure  and 
satisfaction,)  ''by  his  friendship  and  attention  in  every  mat- 
ter. He  at  all  times  showed  favor  and  kindness  towards  the 
ministers  of  this  government,  and  under  his  protection  hav- 
ing enjoyed  perfect  happiness  and  comfort,  we  are  from  our 
hearts  satisfied  with,  and  grateful  for,  his  benevolence  and 
goodness." 

Here,  my  lords,  you  have  the  character  which  Hyder  Beg 
Khan  gives  of  Mr.  Hastings ;  of  the  man  who  he  knew  had 
loaded  him,  as  he  had  done,  with  every  kind  of  indignity, 
reproach,  and  outrage,  with  which  a  man  can  be  loaded. 
Tour  lordships  will  see,  that  this  testimony  repeats,  almost 
word  for  word,  the  testimony  of  the  vizier  nabob,  which 
shows  who  the  real  writer  is. 

My  lords,  it  is  said  that  there  is  no  word  in  the  Persian 
language  to  express  gratitude.  With  these  signal  instances 
of  gratitude  before  us,  I  think  we  may  venture  to  put  one 
into  their  dictionary.  Mr.  Hastings  has  said  he  has  had  the 
pleasure  to  find  from  the  people  of  India,  that  gratitude 
which  he  has  not  met  with  from  his  own  countrymen,  the 
House  of  Commons.  Certainly  if  he  has  done  us  services, 
we  have  been  ungrateful  indeed  ;  if  he  has  committed  eno^ 
mous  crimes,  we  are  just.  Of  the  miserable,  dependent  situ- 
ation to  which  these  people  are  reduced,  that  they  are  not 
ashamed  to  come  forward  and  deny  every  thing  they  ha^e 
given  under  their  own  hand  ;  all  these  things  show  the  por- 
tentous nature  of  this  government,  they  show  the  portentous 
nature  of  that  phalanx  with  which  the  House  of  Commons 
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is  at  present  at  war ;  the  power  of  that  captain-genenil  of 
every  species  of  Indian  iniquity,  which,  under  him,  is  em- 
hodied,  arrayed,  and  paid,  from  Leadenhall-street  to  the  fur- 
thermost part  of  India.  We  have  but  one  observatioa  more 
to  offer  upon  this  collection  of  rayzunumas,  upon  these  mis* 
erable  testimonials  given  by  these  wretched  people,  in  contrft^ 
diction  to  all  their  own  previous  representations ;  directly  in 
contradiction  to  those  of  Mr.  Hastings  himself;  directly  in 
contradiction  to  those  of  Lord  Gomwallis ;  directly  in  con- 
tradiction to  truth  itself.  It  is  this.  Here  is  Mr.  Hastings 
with  his  agents,  canvassing  the  country,  with  all  that  mi- 
nuteness with  which  a  county  is  canvassed  at  an  election ; 
and  yet  in  this  whole  book  of  rayzunumas,  not  one  fact  ad- 
duced by  us  is  attempted  to  be  disproved,  not  one  fact  upon 
which  Mr.  Hastings's  defence  can  be  founded  is  attempted  to 
be  proved.  There  is  nothing  but  bare  vile  panegyrics,  di- 
rectly belied  by  the  state  of  facts ;  directly  belied  by  the  per- 
sons themselves ;  directly  belied  by  Mr.  Hastings  at  your 
bar ;  and  by  all  the  whole  course  of  the  correspondence  of 
the  country. 

We  here  leave  to  your  lordships'  judgment  the  considera- 
tion of  the  elevated  rank  of  the  persons  s^grieved,  and  de- 
graded to  the  lowest  state  of  dependence  and  actual  distress ; 
the  consideration  of  the  condition  of  the  country  gentlemen, 
who  were  obliged  to  hide  their  heads,  wherever  they  could, 
from  the  plunderers  and  robbers  estabUshed  under  his  au- 
thority in  every  part  of  the  country  ;  and  that  of  the  miser- 
able common  people,  who  have  been  obliged  to  sell  their  chil- 
dren through  want  of  food  to  feed  them ;  the  consideration,  I 
say,  of  the  manner  in  which  this  country,  in  the  highest,  in 
the  middle,  and  in  the  lowest  classes  of  its  inhabitants,  nay 
in  physical  works  of  God,  was  desolated  and  destroyed  by 
this  man.  Having  now  done  with  the  province  of  Oude,  we 
will  proceed  to  the  province  of  Bengal,  and  consider  what 
was  the  kind  of  government  which  he  exercised  there,  and 
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in  what  maimer  it  affected  the  people  that  were  subjected 
to  it. 

Bengal,  like  every  part  of  India  subject  to  the  British  em- 
pire, contains  (as  I  have  already  had  occasion  to  mention) 
three  distinct  classes  of  people,  forming  three  distinct  social 
systems.  The  "first  is  the  Mahomedans,  which,  about  seven 
hundred  years  ago,  obtained  a  footing  in  that  country,  and 
ever  since  has  in  a  great  degree  retained  its  authority  there. 
For  the  Mahomedans  had  settled  there  long  before  the  foun- 
dation of  the  Bengal  empire,  which  was  overturned  by  Tam- 
erlane. So  that  this  people,  who  are  represented  sometimes 
loosely  as  strangers,  ,are  people  of  ancient  and  considerable 
settlement  in  that  country ;  and  though,  like  Mahomedan  set- 
tlers in  many  other  countries,  they  have  fallen  into  decay, 
yet,  being  continually  recruited  from  various  parts  of  Tartary 
under  the  Mogul  empire,  and  from  various  parts  of  Persia, 
they  continue  to  be  the  leading  and  most  powerful  people 
throughout  the  Peninsula;  and  so  we  found  them  there. 
These  people,  for  the  most  part,  follow  no  trades  or  occupa- 
tion, their  religion  and  laws  forbidding  them  in  the  strictest 
manner  to  take  usury  or  profit  arising  from  money  that  is  in 
any  way  lent ;  they  have  therefore  no  other  means  for  their 
support,  but  what  arises  from  ^heir  adherence  to,  and  con- 
nection with,  the  Mogul  governments  and  its  viceroys.  They 
enjoy  under  them  various  offices  civil  and  military,  various 
employments  in  the  courts  of  law,  and  stations  in  the  army. 
Accordingly  a  prodigious  number  of  people,  almost  all  of 
them  persons  of  the  most  ancient  and  respectable  families  in 
the  country,  are  dependent  upon  and  cling  to  the  soubahdars 
or  viceroys  of  the  several  provinces.  ■•  They,  therefore,  who 
oppress,  plunder,  and  destroy  the  soubahdars,  oppress,  rob,  and 
destroy  an  immense  mass  of  people.  It  is  true  that  a  super- 
vening government,  established  upon  another,  always  reduces- 
a  certain  portion  of  the  dependants  upon  the  latter  to  want. 
You  must  distress,  by  the  very  nature  of  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  a  great  number  of  people ;  but  then  it  is  your 


WARREN  HASTINGS,  ESQ.  419 

business,  when,  by  the  superiority  which  you  have  acquired, 
however  you  may  have  acquired  it,  (for  I  am  not  now  con- 
sidering whether  you  have  acquired  it  by  fraud  or  force,  or 
whether  by  a  mixture  of  both,)  when,  I  say,  you  have  ac- 
quired it,  it  is  your  business  not  to  oppress  those  people  with 
new  and  additional  difficulties,  but  rather  to  console  them  in 
the  state  to  which  they  are  reduced,  and  to  give  them  all  the 
assistance  and  protection  in  your  power. 

The  next  system  is  composed  of  the  descendants  of  the 
people  who  were  found  in  the  country  by  the  Mahomedan 
invaders.  The  system  before  mentioned  comprehends  the 
official  interest,  the  judicial  interest,  the  court  interest,  and 
the  military  interest.  This  latter  body  includes  almost  the 
whole  landed  interest,  commercial  interest,  and  moneyed  in- 
terest of  the  country.  For  the  Hindoos  not  being  forbidden 
by  their  laws  or  religious  tenets  as  laid  down  in  the  shaster 
— many  of  them  became  the  principal  money  lenders  and 
bankers ;  and  thus  the  Hindoos  form  the  greatest  part  both  of 
the  landed  and  moneyed  interest  in  that  country. 

The  third  and  last  system  is  formed  of  the  English  inter- 
est ,'  which,  in  reality,  whether  it  appears  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, is  the  governing  interest  of  the  whole  country ;  of  its 
civil  and  military  interest,  of  its  landed,  moneyed,  and  revenue 
interest ;  and  what  to  us  is  the  greatest  concern  of  all,  it  is 
this  system  which  is  responsible  for  the  government  of  that^ 
country  to  the  government  of  Great  Britain.  It -is  divided 
into  two  parts,  one  emanating  from  the  company,  and  after- 
wards regulated  by  act  of  parliament ;  the  other  a  judicial 
body  sent  out  by,  and  acting  under,  the  authority  of  the 
crown  itself.  The  persons  composing  that  interest  are  those 
whom  we  usually  call  the  servants  of  the  company.  They 
enter  into  that  service,  as  your  lordships  know,  at  an  early 
p^iod  of  life,  and  they  are  promoted  accordingly  as  their 
merit  or  their  interest  may  provide  for  them.  This  body  of 
men,  with  respect  to  its  number,  is  so  small  as  scarcely  to 
deserve  mentioning ;  but  from  certain  circumstances,  the 
27* 
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government  of  the  whole  country  is  fallen  into  their  hands. 
Amongst  these  circumstances  the  most  important  and  essen- 
tial are  their  having  the  public  revenues  and  the  public 
purse  entirely  in  their  own  hands,  and  their  having  an  army 
maintained  by  that  purse,  and  disciplined  in  the  European 
manner.  Such  was  the  state  of  that  country  when  Bfr. 
Hastings  was  appointed  governor  in  1772.  Your  lordships 
are  now  to  decide  upon  the  manner  in  which  he  has  com- 
ported himself  with  regard  to  all  these  three  interests  ;  first, 
whether  he  has  made  the  ancient  Mahomedan  families  as  easy 
as  he  could ;  secondly,  whether  he  has  made  the  Hindoo  in- 
habitants, the  zemindars  and  their  tenants,  as  secure  in  their 
property  and  as  easy  in  their  tenure  as  he  could ;  and  lastly, 
whether  he  has  made  the  English  interest  a  blessing  to  the 
country ;  and  whilst  it  provided  moderate,  safe,  and  proper 
emoluments  to  the  persons  that  were  concerned  in  it — ^it  kept 
them  from  oppresssion  and  rapine,  and  a  general  waste  and 
ravage  of  the  country ;  whether,  in  short,  he  made  all  these 
three  interests  pursue  that  one  object,  which  all  interests  and 
all  governments  ought  to  pursue,  the  advantage  and  welfare 
of  the  people  under  them. 

My  lords,  in  support  of  our  charge  against  the  prisoner  at 
your  bar,  that  he  acted  in  a  manner  directly  the  reverse  of 
this  ,*  we  have  proved  to  you  that  his  first  acts  of  oppression 
were  directed  against  the  Mahomedan  government ;  that  gov- 
ernment which  had  been  before,  not  only  in  n^uoie,  but  in 
effect  to  the  very  time  of  his  appointment,  the  real  govern- 
ment of  the  country.  After  the  company  had  acquired  its 
right  over  it,  some  shadow  still  remained  of  the  ancient  gov- 
ernment. An  allowance  was  settled  for  the  nabob  of  Bengal, 
to  support  the  dignity  of  his  court,  which  amounted  to  be- 
tween four  and  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year.  In 
this  was  comprehended  the  support  of  the  whole  mass  of  no- 
bility ;  the  soldiers,  serving  or  retired  ;  all  the  officers  of  the 
court ;  and  all  the  women  that  were  dependent  upon  them ; 
the  whole  of  the  criminal  jurisdiction  of  the  country,  and  a 
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very  considerable  part  of  the  civil  law  and  the  civil  govern- 
ment. These  establishments  formed  the  constitutional  basis 
of  their  political  government. 

The  company  never  had,  and  it  is  a  thing  that  we  can 
never  too  often  repeat  to  your  lordships,  the  company  never 
had  of  right  despotic  power  in  that  country,  to  overturn  any 
of  these  establishments.  The  mogul,  who  gave  them  their 
charters,  could  not  give  them  such  a  power ;  he  did  not  de 
facto  give  them  such  a  power — the  government  of  this  coun- 
try did  not  by  act  of  parliament,  and  the  company  did  not 
and  could  not  by  their  delegation,  give-  him  such  a  power ; 
the  act,  by  which  he  was  appointed  governor,  did  not  give 
him  such  a  power.  If  he  exercised  it,  he  usurped  it ;  and 
therefore  every  step  we  take  in  the  examination  of  his  con- 
duct in  Bengal,  as  in  every  step  we  take  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject every  where  else,  we  look  for  the  justification  of  this 
conduct  to  laws ;  the  law  of  nations,  the  laws  of  this  coun- 
try, and  the  laws  of  the  country  he  was  sent  to  govern. 

The  government  of  that  country,  by  the  ancient  constitu- 
tion of  the  Mogul  empire  (besides  the  numberless  individual 
checks  and  counter-checks  in  the  inferior  officers)  is  divided 
into  the  viceroyal  part  and  the  soubahdarry  part.  The  vice- 
royal  part  takes  in  all  criminal  justice  and  political  govern- 
ment. Mr.  Hastings  found  the  country  under  a  viceroy, 
governing  according  to  law,  acting  by  proper  judges  and 
magistrates  under  him  ; — ^he  himself  not  being  the  judicial 
but  executive  power  of  the  country ;  that  which  sets  the 
other  in  action  and  does  not  supersede  it  or  supply  its  place. 
The  other,  the  soubahdarry  power,  which  was  by  the  grant  of 
the  dewanny,  conferred  upon  the  company,  had  under  its 
care  the  revenues,  as  much  of  the  civil  government  as  is  con- 
cerned with  the  revenues,  and  many  other  matters  growing 
out  of  it.  These  two  offices  are  coordinate  and  dependent 
on  each  other.  The  company,  after  contracting  to  maintain 
the  army  out  of  it,  got  the  whole  revenue  into  their  power. 
The  army  being  thus  within  their  power,  the  soubahdar  by 
degrees  vanished  into  an  empty  name. 
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When  we  thus  undertook  the  government  of  the  country, 
conscious  that  we  had  undertaken  a  task,  which  by  any  per- 
sonal exertion  of  our  own  we  were  unable  to  perform  in  any 
proper  or  rational  way,  the  company  appointed  a  native  of  the 
country,  Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  who  stands  upon  the  records 
of  the  company,  I  venture  to  say,  with  such  a  character,  as 
no  man  perhaps  ever  did  stand,  to  execute  the  duties  of  both 
offices.  Upon  the  expulsion  of  Oossim  Ali  Khan,  the  nabob 
of  Bengal,  all  his  children  were  left  in  a  young,  feeble,  and 
unprotected  state  ;  and  in  that  state  of  things.  Lord  Clive, 
Mr.  Sumner,  who  sits  near  Mr.  Hastings,  and  the  rest  of  the 
council,  wisely  appointed  Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  to  fulfil  the 
two  offices  of  deputy  viceroy  and  deputy  dewan,  for  which 
he  had  immense  allowances,  and  great  jaghires  and  revenues, 
I  allow.  He  was  a  man  of  that  dignity,  rank,  and  con- 
sideration, added  to  his  knowledge  of  law  and  experience  in 
business,  that  Lord  Clive  and  Mr.  Sumner,  who  examined 
strictly  his  coilduct  at  that  time,  did  not  think  that  £112,000 
a  year,  the  amount  of  the  emoluments  which  bad  been  al- 
lowed him,  was  a  great  deal  too  much :  but  at  his  own  de- 
sire, and  in  order  that  these  emoluments  might  be  brought  to 
stated  and  fixed  sums,  they  reduced  it  to  £90,000 ;  an  allow- 
ance which  they  thought  was  not  more  than  sufficient  to 
preserve  the  state  of  so  great  a  magistrate,  and  a  man  of  such 
rank,  exercising  such  great  employments.  The  whole  reve- 
nue of  the  company  depended  upon  his  talents  and  fidelity ; 
and  you  will  find,  that  on  the  day  in  which  he  surrendered 
the  revenues  into  our  hands,  the  dewanny,  under  his  man- 
agement, was  a  million  more  than  it  produced  on  the  day 
Mr.  Hastings  left  it.  For  the  truth  of  this,  I  refer  your  lord- 
ships to  a  letter  of  the  company  sent  to  the  board  of  control. 
This  letter  is  not  in  evidence  before  your  lordships,  and  what 
I  am  stating  is  merely  historical.  But  I  state  the  fact,  and 
with  the  power  of  referring,  for  their  proof,  to  documents  as 
authentic  as  if  they  were  absolutely  in  evidence  before  you. 
Assuming,  therefore,  that  all  these  facts  may  be  verified  by 
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the  records  of  the  company,  I  have  now  to  state  that  this 
man,  by  some  ramors  true  or  false,  was  supposed  to  have 
misconducted  himself  in  a  time  of  great  calamity  in  that 
country.  A  great  famine  had  about  this  time  grievously 
afflicted  the  whole  province  of  Bengal.  I  must  remark,  by 
the  way,  that  these  countries  are  liable  to  this  calamity ;  but 
it  is  greatly  blessed  by  natiure  with  resources  which  afford 
the  means  of  speedy  recovery,  if  their  government  does  not 
counteract  them.  Nature,  that  inflicts  the  calamity,  soon 
heals  the  wound ;  it  is  in  ordinary  seasons  the  most  fertile 
country,  inhabited  by  the  most  industrious  people,  and  the 
most  disposed  to  marriage  and  settlement,  probably  that  ex- 
ists in  the  whole  world  ;  so  that  population  and  fertility  are 
soon  restored,  and  the  inhabitants  quickly  resume  their 
former  industrious  occupation. 

During  the  agitation  excited  in  the  country  by  the  calami- 
ty I  have  just  mentioned,  Mahomed  Reza  Khin^  through  the 
intrigues  of  rajah  Nundcomar,  one  of  bis  -political  rivals,  and 
of  some  English  faction  that  supported  him,  was  accused  of 
being  one  of  the  causes  of  the  famine.  In  answer  to  this 
charge,  he  alleged,  what  was  certainly  a  sufficient  justifica- 
tion— that  he  had  acted  under  the  direction  of  the  English 
board,  to  which  his  conduct  throughout  this  business  was  fully 
known.  The  company,  however,  sent  an  order  from  England 
to  have  him  tried ;  but  though  he  frequently  supplicated  the 
government  at  Calcutta,  that  his  trial  should  be  {voceeded  in, 
in  order  that  he  might  be  either  acquitted  and  discharged,  or 
condemned,  Mr.  Hastings  kept  him  in  prison  two  years,  im- 
der  pretence,  (as  he  wrote  word  to  the  directors,)  that  Ma- 
homed Reza  Ehan  himself  was  not  very  desirous  to  hasten 
the  matter.  In  the  mean  time  the  court  of  directors  having 
removed  him  from  his  great  offices,  authorized  and  command- 
ed Mr.  Hastings  (and  here  we  come  within  the  sphere  of 
your  minutes)  to  appoint  a  successor  to  Mahomed  Re^  Khan, 
fit  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  his  station.  Now  I  shall  first  show 
your  lordships  what  sort  of  person  the  court  of   directors 


434  SPEECH   IN  THE  IMPEACHMENT  OF 

deflcribed  to  him  as  most  fit  to  fill  the  office  of  Mahomed 
Reza  Ehan ;  what  sort  of  person  he  did  appoint ;  and  then 
we  will  trace  out  to  you  the  consequences  of  that  appoint- 
ment. 

Letter  from  the  court  of  directors  to  the  president  and 
council  at  Port  William,  dated  28th  August,  1771 :— "  Though 
we  have  not  a  doubt  but  that,  by  the  exertion  of  your  abili- 
ties and  the  care  and  assiduity  of  our  servants  in  the  superin- 
tendency  of  the  revenues,  the  collections  will  be  conducted 
with  more  advantage  to  the  company  and  ease  to  thd  natives, 
than  by  means  of  a  naib  dewan ;  we  are  fully  sensible  of 
the  expediency  of  supporting  some  ostensible  minister  in  the 
company's  interest  at  the  nabob's  court,  to  transact  the  polit- 
ical affairs  of  the  sircar,  and  interpose  between  the  company 
and  the  subjects  of  any  European  power,  in  all  cases  where- 
in they  may  thwart  our  interest,  or  encroach  on  our  author- 
ity ;  and  as  Mahomed  Reza  Khan  can  no  longer  be  consid- 
ered by  us  as  one,  to  whom  such  a  power  can  be  ^ely 
committed,  we  trust  to  your  local  knowledge  the  selection 
of  some  person  well  qualified  for  the  affairs  of  government, 
and  of  whose  attachment  to  the  company  you  shall  be  well 
assured ;  such  person  you  will  recommend  to  the  nabob  to 
succeed  Mahomed  Reza  as  minister  of  the  government,  and 
guardian  of  the  nabob's  minority;  and  we  persuade  ou> 
selves  that  Che  nabob  will  pay  such  regard  to  your  recom- 
mendation, as  to  invest  him  with  the  necessary  power  and 
authority. 

^^  As  the  advantages,  which  the  company  may  receive  from 
the  appointment  of  such  minister,  will  depend  on  his  readi- 
ness to  promote  our  views  and  advance  our  interest,  we  are 
willing  to  allow  him  so  liberal  a  gratification,  as  may  excite 
his  zeal  and  secure  his  attachment  to  the  company;  we 
therefore  empower  you  to  grant  to  the  person,  whom  you 
libsil  think  worthy  of  this  trust,  an  annual  allowance  not 
exceeding  three  lacks  of  rupees,  (£30,000,)  which  we  con- 
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sider  not  only  as  a  munificient  reward  for  any  services  he 
shall  render  the  company,  but  sufficient  to  enable  him  to 
support  his  station  with  suitable  rank  and  dignity.  And  here 
^e  must^add,  that  in  the  choice  you  shall  make  of  a  person 
to  be  the  active  minister  of  the  nabob's  government,  we 
hope  and  trust  that  you  will  show  yourselves  worthy  of  the 
confidence  we  have  placed  in  you,  by  being  actuated  therein 
by  no  other  motives  than  those  of  the  public  good,  and  the 
safety  and  interest  of  the  company.*' 

*  Here,  my  lords,  a  person  was  to  be  named  fit  to  fill  the 
office  and  supply  the  place  of  Mahomed  Reza  Ehan,  who 
was  deputy  viceroy  of  Bengal,  at  the  head  of  the  criminal 
justice  of  the  country,  and  in  short  at  the  head  of  the  whole 
ostensible  Mahomedan  gorernment.  He  was  also  to  supply 
the  place  of  Mahomed  Reza  Khka  as  naib  dewan,  from 
which  Reza  Ehan  was  to  be  removed :  for  you  will  observe 
the  directors  always  speak  of  a  knan  fit  to  perform  all  the 
duties  of  Mahomed  Reza  Ehan ;  and  amongst  these  he  was 
to  be  as  the  guardian  of  the  nabob's  person,  and  the  repre- 
sentative of  his  audiority  and  government. 

Mr.  Hastings  having  received  these  orders  from  the  court 
of  directors  did — ^what?  He  alleges  in  his  defence,  that 
no  positive  commands  were  given  him ;  but  a  very  sufficient 
descriptiiXL  was  given  of  the  person  who  ought  to  succeed 
Mahomed  Reza  Ehfin,  in  whom  the  company  had  before 
recognised  all  the  necessary  qualities ;  and  they  therefore 
desire  him  to  name  a  similar  person.  But,  what  does  Mr. 
Hastings  do  in  consequence  of  this  authority  ?  He  names 
no  man  at  all.  He  searches  into  the  seraglio  of  the  nabob, 
and  names,  a  woman  to  be  the  viceroy  of  the  province,  to  be 
the  head  of  the  ostensible  government,  to  be  the  guardian  of 
the  nabob's  person,  the  conservator  of  his  authority,  and  a 
IHToper  representative  of  the  remaining  majesty  of  that  gov- 
ernment. Well,  my  lords,  he  searched  the  seraglio.  When 
you  have  to  take  into  consideration  the  guardianship  of  a 
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person  of  great  dignity,  there  are  two  circumstances  to  be 
attended  to  ;  one  a  faithful  and  affectionate  guardianship  of 
his  person  ;  and  the  other  a  strong  interest  in  his  authority, 
and  the  means  of  exercising  that  authority  in  a  proper  and 
competent  manner. 

Mr.  Hastings,  when  he  was  looking  for  a  woman  in  the 
seraglio,  (for  he  could  find  women  only  there,)  must  have 
found  actually  in  authority  there  the  nabob's  own  mother ; 
certainly  a  person  who  by  nature  was  most  fit  to  be  his 
guardian ,-  and  there  is  no  manner  of  doubt  of  her  being 
sufficiently  competent  to  that  duty.  Here  then  was  a  legit- 
imate wife  of  the  nabob  Jaffier  Ali  Khan,  a  woman  of  rank 
and  distinction,  fittest  to  take  care  of  the  person  and  inter- 
ests, as  far  as  a  woman  could  take  care  of  them,  of  her  own 
son.  In  this  situation,  she  had  been  placed  before,  during 
the  administration  of  Mahomed  Reza  IQian,  by  the  direct 
orders  of  the  governor,  Sir  John  Cartier.  She  had,  I  say, 
been  put  in  possession  of  that  trust,  which  it  was  natural  and 
proper  to  give  to  such  a  woman.  But  what  does  Mr.  Hast- 
ings do  ?  He  deposes  this  woman.  He  strips  her  of  her 
authority,  with  which  he  found  her  invested  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  English  government.  He  finds  out  a  woman  in 
the  seraglio  called  Munny  Begum,  who  was  bound  to  the 
nabob  by  no  tie  whatever  of  natural  affection.  He  makes 
this  woman  the  guardian  of  the  young  nabob's  person.  She 
had  a  son  who  had  been  placed  upon  the  musnud  after  the 
death  of  his  father  Sujah  Dowlah,  and  had  been  appointed 
his  guardian.  This  young  nabob  died  soon  afterwards,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Nuzimut  Dowlah,  another  natural  son  of 
Sujah  Dowlah.  This  prince  being  left  without  a  mother, 
this  woman  was  suffered  to  retain  the  guardianship  of  the 
nabob  till  his  death.  When  Mobarick  ul  Dowlah,  a  legitimate 
son  of  Sujah  Dowlah,  succeeded  him.  Sir  John  Cartier  did 
what  his  duty  was,  he  put  the  nabob's  own  mother  into  the 
place  which  she  was  naturally  entitled  to  hold,  the  guardian- 
ship of  her  pwn  son,  and  displaced  Munny  Begum.     The 
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whole  of  the  arrangement,  by  which  Munny  Begum  was 
appointed  guardian  of  the  two  preceding  nabobs  stands  in 
the  company's  records,  stigmatized  as  a  transaction  base, 
wicked,  and  corrupt.  We  will  read  to  your  lordships  an 
extract  from  a  letter  which  has  the  signature  of  Mr.  Sumner, 
the  gentleman  who  sits  here  by  the  side  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
and  from  which  you  will  learn  what  the  company  and  the 
council  thought  of  the  original  nomination  of  Munny  Begum 
and  of  her  son.  You  will  find  that  they  considered  her  as 
a  great  agent,  and  instrument  of  all  the  corruption  there; 
and  that  this  whole  transaction,  by  which  the  bastard  son  of 
Munny  Begum  was  brought  forward  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
legitimate  son  of  the  nabob,  was  considered  to  be,  what  it 
upon  the  very  face  of  it  speaks  itself  to  be,  corrupt  and  scan- 
dalous. 

Extract  of  a  general  letter  from  the  president  and  council 
at  Calcutta,  Bengal,  to  the  select  committee  of  the  directors. 
Paragraph  6. — "  At  Port  Saint  George  we  received  the  first 
advices  of  the  demise  of  Meer  Jaffier,  and  of  Sujah  Dowlah's 
defeat,  it  was  there  firmly  imagined  that  no  definitive  meas- 
ures would  be  taken,  either  with  respect  to  a  peace  or  filling 
the  vacancy  in  the  nizamut  before  our  arrival,  as  the  Lap- 
mng  arrived  in  the  month  of  January  with  your  general 
letter,  and  the  appointment  of  a  committee  with  express 
powers  to  that  purpose,  for  the  successful  exertion  of  which 
the  happiest  occasion  now  offered.  However,  a  contrary  reso- 
lution prevailed  in  the  council ;  the  opportunity  of  acquiring 
immense  fortimes  was  too  inviting  to  be  neglected,  and  the 
temptation  too  powerful  to  be  resisted ;  a  treaty  was  hastily 
drawn  up  by  the  board,  or  rather  transcribed  with  few  unim- 
portant additions  from  that  concluded  with  Meer  Jaffier,  and 
a  deputation,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Johnstone,  senior.  Middle- 
ton,  and  Leycester,  appointed  to  raise  the  natural  son  of  the 
deceased  nabob  to  the  soubahdarry,  in  prejudice  of  the  claim 
of  the  grandson  ;  and  for  this  measure  such  reasons  assigned 
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as  ought  to  have  dictated  a  diametrically  opposite  resolution. 
Miran's  son  was  a  minor,  which  circumstance  alone  would 
have  naturally  brought  the  whole  administration  into  our 
hands,  at  a  juncture  when  it  became  indispensably  necessary 
we  should  realize  the  shadow  of  power  and  influence,  which, 
having  no  solid  foundation,  was  exposed  to  the  danger  of 
being  annihilated  by  the  first  stroke  of  adverse  fortune.  But 
this  inconsistence  was  not  regarded^  nor  was  it  material  to 
the  views  for  precipitating  the  treaty,  which  was  pressed  on 
the  young  nabob  at  the  first  interview,  in  so  earnest  and 
indelicate  a  manner,  as  highly  disgusted  him  and  chagrined 
his  ministers,  while  not  a  single  rupee  was  stipulated  for  the 
company,  whose  interests  were  sacrificed,  that  their  servants 
might  revel  in  the  spoils  of  a  treasury,  before  impoverished, 
but  now  totally  exhausted." 

'^  6. — This  scene  of  corruption  was  first  disclosed  at  a  visit 
the  nabob  paid  to  Lord  Clive  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  com- 
mittee a  few  days  after  our  arrival ;  he  ther^  delivered  to  his 
lordship  a  letter  filled  with  bitter  complaints  of  the  insults 
and  indignity  he  had  been  exposed  to,  and  the  embezzlement 
of  near  twenty  lacks  of  rupees  issued  from  his  treasury  for 
purposes  unknown,  during  the  late  negotiations ; — so  public 
a  complaint  could  not  be  disregarded,  and  it  soon  produced 
an  inquiry.  We  referred  the  letter  to  the  board,  in  expecta- 
tion of  obtaining  a  satisfactory  account  of  the  application  of 
this  money,  and  were  answered  only  by  a  warm  remon- 
strance, entered  by  Mr.  Leycester,  against  that  very  nabob  in 
whose  elevation  he  boasts  of  having  been  a  principal  agent'' 

'^  7. — ^Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  tlie  naib  soubah,  was  then 
called  upon  to  account  for  this  large  disbursement  from  the 
treasury ;  and  he  soon  delivered  to  the  committee  the  very 
extraordinary  narrative  entered  in  our  proceedings,  the  6th 
of  June,  wherein  he  specifies  the  several  names  and  sums, 
by  whom  paid,  and  to  whom,  whether  in  cash,  bills  or  oUi- 
gation.  So  precise,  so  accurate  an  account  as  this  of  money 
for  secret  and  venal  services  was  never,  we  believe,  before 
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this  period,  exhibited  to  the  honorable  court  of  directcnrs ;  at 
least  never  vouched  by  undeniable  testimony  and  authentic 
documents  by  Juggut  Sect,  who  himself  was  obliged  to  con- 
tribute largely  to  the  sums  demanded  by  Moolyram,  who  was 
employed  by  Mr.  Johnstone  in  all  these  pecuniary  transact* 
tions  by  the  nabob  and  Mahomed  Reza  Ehan,  who  were  the 
heaviest  sufferers ;  and  lastly,  by  the  confession  of  the  gen* 
tlemen  themselves,  whose  names  are  specified  in  the  distribu- 
tion list" 

"  8.  —  Juggut  Sect  expressly  declared  in  his  narrative,  that 
the  sum  which  he  agreed  to  pay  the  deputation,  amounting 
to  125,000  rupees,  was  extorted  by  menaces ;  and  since  the 
close  of  our  inquiry,  and  the  opinions  we  delivered  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  21st  of  June,  it  fully  appears,  that  the 
presents  from  the  nabob  and  Mahomed  Reza  £han,  exceed- 
ing the  immense  sum  of  seventeen  lacks,  were  not  the  volim- 
tary  offerings  of  gratitude,  but  contributions  levied  on  the 
weeiknegs  of  the  government,  and  violently  exacted  from  the 
dependent  stat^  and  timid  disposition  of  the  minister.  The 
charge,  indeed,  is  denied  on  the  one  hand,  as  well  as  affirmed 
on  the  other.  Your  honorable  board  must  therefore  deter- 
mine, how  far  the  circumstance  of  extortion  may  aggravate 
the  crime  of  disobedience  to  your  positive  orders ;  the  ex- 
posing the  government  in  a  manner  to  sale,  and  receiving  the 
infamous  wages  of  corruption  from  opposite  parties  and  con- 
tending interests.  We  speak  with  boldness,  because  we  speak 
from  conviction  founded  upon  indubitable  evidence,  that,  be- 
sides the  above  sums  specified  in  the  distribution  account,  to 
the  amount  of  £228,125  sterling,  there  was  likewise  to  the 
value  of  several  lacks  of  rupees  procured  from  Nundcomar 
and  Roydullub,  each  of  whom  aspired  at,  and  obtained,  a 
promise  of  that  very  employment  it  was  predetermined  to 
bestow  on  Mahomed  Reza  Khan. — Signed  at  the  end, — 
Clive,  W»  B.  Sumner,  John  Camac,  H.  Verelst,  Pra'  Sykes." 

My  lords,  the  persons  who  sign  this  letter  are  mostly  the 
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friends  of,  and  one  of  them  is  the  gentleman  who  is  bail  for, 
and  sits  near,  Mr.  Hastings.  They  state  to  you  this  horrible 
and  venal  transaction,  by  which  the  government  was  set  to 
sale,  by  which  a  bastard  son  was  elevated  to  the  wrong  of 
the  natural  and  legitimate  heir ;  and  in  which  a  prostitnte, 
his  mother,  was  put  in  the  place  of  the  honorable  and  legiti- 
mate mother  of  the  representative  of  the  family. 

Now  if  there  was  one  thing  more  than  another  under 
heaven,  which  Mr.  Hastings  ought  to  have  shunned,  it  was 
the  suspicion  of  being  concerned  in  any  such  infamous  trans- 
action as  that  which  is  here  recorded  to  be  so — a  transaction 
in  which  the  country  government  had  before  been  sold  to  this 
very  woman  and  her  offspring,  and  in  which  two  great  candi- 
dates for  power  in  that  country  fought  against  each  other, 
and  perhaps  the  largest  offerer  carried  it. 

When  a  governor-general  sees  the  traces  of  corruption  in 
the  conduct  of  his  predecessors,  the  traces  of  injustice  follow- 
ing that  corruption, — ^the  traces  of  notorious  irregulcurity,  in 
setting  aside  the  jast  claimants  in  fkvor  of  those  that  have 
no  claim  at  all, — ^he  has  that  before  his  eyes  which  ought  to 
have  made  him  the  more  scrupulously  avoid,  and  to  keep  at 
the  farthest  distance  possible  from,  the  contagion,  and  even 
the  suspicion  of  being  corrupted  by  il.  Moreover,  my  lords, 
it  was  in  consequence  of  these  very  transactions,  that  the 
new  covenants  were  made,  which  bind  the  servants  of  the 
company,  never  to  take  a  present  of  above  £200,  or  some 
such  sum  of  money,  from  any  native  in  circumstances  there 
described.  This  covenant  I  shall  reserve  for  consideration  in 
another  part  of  this  business.  It  was  in  pursuance  of  this 
idea,  and  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  prevailing  custom  of 
visiting  the  governing  powers  of  that  country,  with  a  view 
of  receiving  presents  from  them,  that  the  House  of  Commons 
afterwards,  in  its  inquiries,  took  up  this  matter,  and  passed  the 
regulating  act  in  1773.  But  to  return  to  Munny  Begum — 
this  very  person,  that  had  got  into  power  by  the  means  already 
mentioned,  xlid  Mr.  Hastings  resort  to,  knowing  her  to  be 
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well  skilled  in  the  trade  of  bribery ;  —  knowing  her  skilful 
practice  in  business  of  this  sort ;  knowing  the  fitness  of  her 
eunuchs,  instruments,  and  agents  to  be  dealers  in  this  kind  of 
traffic.  This  very  woman  did  Mr.  Hastings  select,  stigma^ 
tized  as  she  was  in  the  company's  record,  stigmatized  by  the 
very  gentleman  who  sits  next  to  him,  and  whose  name  you 
have  heard  read  to  you,  as  one  of  those  members  of  the 
council  that  reprobated  the  horrible  iniquity  of  the  transac- 
tion, in  which  this  woman  was  a  principal  agent.  For  though 
neither  the  yoimg  nabob  nor  his  mother  ought  to  have  been 
raised  to  the  stations  in  which  they  were  placed,  and  were 
placed  there  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  receipt  of 
bribes ;  yet  the  order  of  nature  was  preserved,  and  the  mother 
was  made  the  guardian  of  her  own  son.  For  though  she 
was  a  prostitute  and  he  a  bastard,  yet  still  she  was  a  mother 
and  he  a  son ;  and  both  nature  and  legitimate  disposition, 
with  regard  to  the  guardianship  of  a  son,  went  together. 

But  what  did  Mr.  Hastings  do  ?  Improving  upon  the  pre- 
ceding transaction,  improving  on  it  by  a  kind  of  refinement 
in  corruption — ^he  drives  away  the  lawful  mother  from  her 
lawful  guardianship  ;  the  mother  of  nature  he  turns  out,  and 
he  delivers  her  son  to  the  stepmother,  to  be  the  guardian  of 
his  person.  That  your  lordships  may  see  who  this  woman 
was,  we  shall  read  to  you  a  paper  from  your  lordships'  min- 
utes, produced  before  Mr.  Hastings's  face,  and  never  contra- 
dicted by  him  from  that  day  to  this. 

At  a  consultation,  24th  July,  1776 : — "  Shah  Chanim, 
deceased,  was  sister  to  the  nabob  Mahub  ul  Jung  by  the 
same  father,  but  different  mothers ;  she  married  Meer  Ma- 
homed Jaffier  Ehan,  by  whom  she  had  a  son  and  a  daughter  ,* 
the  name  of  the  former  was  Meer  Mahomed  Sadduc  All 
Ehan,  and  the  latter  was  married  to  Meer  Mahomed  Cossim 
Ehan  Sadduc  ;  Ali  Ehan  had  two  sons  and  two  daughters  ; 
the  sons'  names  are  Meer  Sydoc  and  Meer  Sobeem,  who  are 
now  living;  the  daughters  were  married  to  Sultan  Merza 
Daood. 
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"  Baboo  Begum,  the  mother  of  the  nabob  Mobarick  nl 
Dowlah,  was  the  daughter  of  Summim  Ali  Khan,  and  mar- 
ried Meer  Mahomed  Jaffier  Khan.  The  history  of  Munny 
Begum,  is  this  :— *At  a  village  called  Balcurda,  near  Sehindra, 
there  lived  a  widow,  who  from  her  great  poverty,  not  being 
able  to  bring  up  her  daughter  Munny,  gave  her  to  a  slave  girl 
belonging  to  Summin  Ali  Khan,  whose  name  was  Bissoo ; 
during  the  space  of  five  years  she  lived  at  Shahjehunabad, 
and  was  educated  by  Bissoo,  after  the  manner  of  a  dancing 
girl ;  afterward  the  nabob  Shamot  Jung,  upon  the  marriage 
of  Ikram  ul  Dowlah,  brother  to  the  nabob  Surage  ul  Dowlah, 
sent  for  Bissoo  Beg's  set  of  dancing  girls  from  Shahjehuna- 
bad, of  which  Munny  Begum  was  one,  and  allowed  them 
10,000  rupees  for  their  expenses,  to  dance  at  the  wedding ; 
while  this  ceremony  was  celebrating  they  were  kept  by  the 
nabob,  but  some  months  afterwards  he  dismissed  them,  and 
they  took  up  their  residence  in  this  city.  Meer  Mahomed 
Jaffier  Khan  then  took  them  into  keeping,  and  allowed  Munny 
and  her  set  600  rupees  per  month ;  till  at  length  finding  that 
Munny  was  pregnant,  he  took  her  into  his  own  house ;  she 
gave  birth  to  the  nabob  Nijam  ul  Dowlah,  and  in  this  manner 
she  has  remained  in  the  nabob's  family  ever  since." 

My  lords,  I  do  not  mean  to  detain  you  long  upon  this  part 
of  the  business  ;  but  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  advert  to 
these  particulars.  As  to  all  the  rest,  the  honorable  and  able 
manager  who  preceded  me  has  sufficiently  impressed  upon 
your  lordships'  minds  the  monstrous  nature  of  the  deposing 
of  the  nabob's  mother  from  the  guardianship  of  her  son,  for 
the  purpose  of  placing  this  woman  there  at  the  head  of  all 
his  family,  and  of  his  domestic  concerns  in  the  seraglio 
within  doors,  and  at  the  head  of  the  state  without ;  together 
with  the  disposal  of  the  whole  of  the  revenue  that  was  al* 
lowed  him.  Mr.  Hastings  pretends,  indeed,  to  have  appointed 
at  the  same  time  a  trusty  mutseddy  to  keep  the  accounts  of 
the  revenue,  but  he  has  since  declared  that  no  account  had 
been  kept,  and  that  it  was  in  vain  to  desire  it  or  to  call  for  it. 
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This  is  the  state  of  the  case  with  respect  to  the  appointment 
of  Munny  BegQm.  With  regard  to  the  reappointment  of 
Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  you  have  heard  from  my  worthy  fel- 
low manager,  that  he  was  acquitted  of  the  charges  that  had 
been  brought  against  him  by  Mr.  Hastings,  after  a  long  and 
lingering  trial.  The  company  was  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  acquittal,  and  declared  that  he  was  not  only  acquitted, 
but  honorably  acquitted  ;  and  they  also  declared  that  he  had 
a  fair  claim  to  a  compensation  for  his  sufferings.  They  not 
only  declared  him  innocent,  but  meritorious.  They  gave 
orders  that  he  should  be  considered  as  a  person  who  was  to 
be  placed  in  office  again  upon  the  first  occasion,  and  that  he 
had  entitled  himself  to  this  faTor  by  his  conduct  in  the  place 
which  he  had  before  filled. 

The  council  of  the  year  1776,  (whom  1  can  never  mention 
nor  shall  mention  without  honor,)  who  complied  faithfully 
with  the  act  of  parliament,  who  never  disobeyed  the  orders 
of  the  company,  and  to  whom  no  man  has  imputed  even 
the  shadow  of  corruption,  found  that  this  Munny  Begum  had 
acted  in  the  manner  which  my  honorable  fellow  manager 
has  stated;  that  she  had  dissipated  the  revenue;  that  she 
had  neglected  the  education  of  the  nabob,  and  had  thrown 
the  whole  judicature  of  the  country  into  confusion.  They 
ordered  that  she  should  be  removed  from  her  situation  ;  that 
the  nabob's  own  mother  should  be  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  seraglio,  a  situation  to  which  she  was  entitled ;  and, 
with  regard  to  the  rest  of  the  offices,  that  Mahomed  Reza 
Khan  should  be  employed  to  fill  them. 

Mr.  Hastings  resisted  these  propositions  with  all  his 
might ;  but  they  were  by  that  happy  momentary  majority 
carried  against  him,  and  Mahomed  Reza  Khan  was  placed  in 
his  former  situation.  But  Mr.  Hastings,  though  thus  defeated, 
was  only  waiting  for  what  he  considered  to  be  the  fortunate 
moment  for  returning  again  to  his  corrupt,  vicious,  tyrannical, 
and  disobedient  habits.  The  reappointment  of  Mahomed 
Reza  Khan  had  met  the  fullest  approbation  of  the  company ; 
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and  they  directed,  that  as  long  as  his  good  behavior  entitled 
him  to  it,  he  should  continue  in  the  office.  Mr.  Hastings, 
however,  without  alleging  any  ill  behavior,  and  for  no  reason 
that  can  be  assigned,  but  his  corrupt  engagement  with  Mun- 
ny  Begum,  overturned  (upon  the  pretence  of  restoring  the 
nabob  to  his  rights)  the  whole  of  the  company's  arrange- 
ment, as  settled  by  the  late  majority,  and  approved  by  the 
court  of  directors. 

I  have  now  to  show  you  what  sort  of  a  man  the  nabob 
was,  who  was  thus  set  up  in  defiance  of  the  company's  au- 
thority ;  what  Mr^  Hastings  himself  thought  of  him  ;  what 
the  judges  thought  of  him  ;  and  what  all  the  world  thought 
of  him. 

I  must  first  make  your  lordships  acquainted  with  a  little 
preliminary  matter : — a  man  named  Roy  Radachum,  had  been 
appointed  vakeel,  or  agent,  to  manage  the  nabob's  affairs  at 
Calcutta.  One  of  this  man's  creditors  attached  him  there. 
Roy  Radachurn  pleaded  his  privilege  as  the  vakeel  or  repre- 
sentative of  a  sovereign  prince.  The  question  came  to  be 
tried  in  the  supreme  court,  and  the  issue  was,  Whether  the 
nabob  was  a  sovereign  prince  or  not  ?  I  think  the  court  did 
exceedingly  wrong  in  entertaining  such  a  Question  ;  because, 
in  my  opinion,  whether  he  was  or  was  not  a  sovereign  prince, 
any  person  representing  him  ought  to  be  left  free,  and  to 
have  a  proper  and  secure  means  of  concerting  his  affairs  with 
the  council.  It  was,  however,  taken  otherwise  ,*  the  question 
was  brought  to  trial.  Whether  the  nabob  was  a  sovereign 
prince,  sufficient  to  appoint  and  protect  a  person  to  manage 
his  affairs,  under  the  name  of  an  ambassador  ?  In  that  cause 
did  Mr.  Hastings  come  forward  to  prove,  by  a  voluntary  affi* 
davit,  that  he  had  no  pretensions,  no  power,  no  authority  at 
all ;  that  he  was  a  mere  pageant,  a  thing  of  straw,  and  that 
the  company  exercised  every  species  of  authority  over  him, 
in  every  particular,  and  in  every  respect ;  and  that  therefore 
to  talk  of  him  as  an  efficient  person,  was  an  affront  to  the 
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common  sense  of  mankind  ;  and  this  you  will  find  the  judges 
afterwards  declared  to  be  their  opinion. 

I  will  here  press  again  one  remark,  (which  perhaps  you 
may  recollect  that  I  have  made  before,)  that  the  chief  and 
most  usual  mode,  in  which  all  the  villanies  perpetrated  in 
India  by  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  copartners  in  iniquity,  has 
been  through  the  medium  and  instrumentality  of  persons, 
whom  they  pretended  to  have  rights  of  their  own,  and  to  be 
acting  for  themselves ;  whereas  such  persons  were,  in  fact, 
totally  dependent  upon  him,  Mr.  Hastings,  and  did  no  one 
act  that  was  not  prescribed  by  him.  In  order,  therefore,  to 
let  you  see  the  utter  falsehood,  fraud,  prevarication,  and  de- 
ceit of  the  jHretences  by  which  the  native  powers  of  India 
are  represented  to  be  independent,  and  are  held  up  as  the 
instruments  of  defying  the  laws  of  this  kingdom,  under  pre- 
text of  their  beipg  absolute  princes,  I  will  read  the  affidavit 
of  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.,  governor-general  of  Bengal,  made 
the  31st  July,  1775: — '^This  deponent  maketh  oath,  and 
saith,  That  the  late  president  and  council  did,  pn  or  about 
the  month  of  August,  1772,  by  their  own  authority  appoint 
Munny  Begum,  relict  of  the  late  nabob,  Meer  Jaffier  Ali  Khan, 
to  be  guardian  to  the  present  nabob,  Mobarick  ul  Dowlah, 
and  Rajah  Goordas,  son  of  Mahah  Rajah  Nnndcomar  to  be 
dewan  of  the  said  nabob's  household ;  allowing  to  the  said 
Munny  Begum  a  salary  of  140,000  rupees  per  annum  ;  and 
to  the  said  Rajah  Goordas,  for  himself  and  officers,  a  salary 
of  100,000  rupees  per  annum. — That  the  said  late  president 
and  council  did,  in  or  about  the  month  of  August,  1772,  plan 
and  constitute  regular  and  distinct  courts  of  justice,  civil  and 
criminal,  by  their  own  authority,  for  administration  of  jus- 
tice to  the  inhabitants  throughout  Bengal,  without  consulting 
the  said  nabob,  or  requiring  his  concurrence,  and  that  the  said 
civil  courts  were  made  solely  dependent  on  the  presidency  of 
Calcutta;  and  the  said  criminal  courts  were  put  under  the 
inspection  and  control  of  the  company's  servants,  although 
ostensibly  under  the  name  of  the  nazim,  as  appears  from  the 
28* 


436  SPEECH  III  THE  IMPEACHMENT  OF 

following  extracts  from  the  jdan  for  the  administration  of 
justice,  constituted  by  the  pnesident  and  council  as  afore- 
said." 

My  lords,  we  need  not  go  through  all  the  circumstances  of 
this  affidavit  which  is  in  your  minutes,  and  to  save  time,  I 
will  refer  your  lordships  to  them.  This  affidavit,  as  I  have 
already  said,  was  put  into  the  court  to  prove,  that  the  nabob 
had  no  power  or  authority  at  all ;  but  what  is  very  singular 
in  it,  and  which  I  recommend  to  the  particular  notice  of  your 
lordships  when  you  are  scrutinizing  this  matter,  is,  that  there 
is  not  a  single  point  stated  to  prove  the  nullity  of  this  nabob's 
authority,  that  was  not  Mr.  Hastings's  own  particular  act. 
Well,  the  governor-general  swears ;  the  judge  of  the  court 
refers  to  him  in  his  decision  ;  he  builds  and  bottoms  it  upon 
the  governor-general's  affidavit ;  he  swears,  I  say,  that  the 
council,  by  their  own  authority,  appointed  Munny  Begum  to 
be  guardian  to  the  nabob.  "  By  what  authority,"  the  gov- 
ernor-general asks,  ''  did  the  council  erect  courts  of  law  and 
superintend  the  administration  of  justice,  without  any  com- 
munication with  the  nabob  ?  Had  the  nabob  himself  any 
idea  that  he  was  a  sovereign  ?  Does  he  complain  of  the 
reduction  of  his  stipend  or  the  infringement  of  treaties  ?  No  ; 
he  appears  to  consider  himself  to  be,  what  in  fact  he  really 
is,  absolutely  dependent  on  the  company,  and  to  be  willing 
to  accept  any  pittance  they  would  allow  him  for  his  main- 
tenance. He  claims  no  rights.  Does  he  complain  that  the 
administration  of  justice  is  taken  into  the  hands  of  the  com- 
pany ?  No.  By  the  treaty,  the  protection  of  his  subjects 
is  delivered  up  to  the  company ;  and  he  well  knew,  that, 
whoever  may  be  held  up  as  the  ostensible  prince,  the  admin- 
istration of  justice  must  be  in  the  hands  of  those  who  have 
power  to  enforce  it."  He  goes  on,  "  The  governor-general, 
who,  I  suppose,  had  a  delicacy  to  state  more  than  what  had 
before  been  made  public,  closes  his  affidavit  with  saying, 
that  all  he  has  deposed  to,  he  believes  to  be  publicly  knowni 
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as  it  is  particularly  set  forth  in  the  printed  book  entitled  Re- 
ports of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons.  I  knew," 
he  adds,  ^*  it  was  there,  and  was  therefore  surprised  at  this 
application  ;  it  is  so  notorious  that  every  body  in  the  settle- 
ment must  ha\re  known  it ;  when  I  say  every  body  I  mean 
with  an  exception  to  the  gentlemen  who  have  applied  to  the 
court.  The  only  reason  I  can  give  for  their  applying  is  the 
little  time  they  have  been  in  the  country."  The  judge,  (I 
think  it  is  chief  justice  Impey,)  then  goes  on,  "  Perhaps  this 
question  might  have  been  determined  merely  on  the  dates  of 
the  letters  to  the  governor-general ;  but  as  the  council  have 
made  the  other  a  serious  question,  I  should  not  have  thought 
that  I  had  done  my  duty,  if  I  had  not  given  a  full  and  deter- 
minate opinion  upon  it ;  I  should  have  been  sorry  if  I  had 
left  it  doubtful,  whether  the  empty  name  of  a  nabob  should 
be  thrust  between  a  delinquent  and  the  laws,  so  as  efTectu- 
ally  to  protect  him  from  the  hand  of  justice." 

My  lords,  the  court,  as  you  see,  bottoms  its  determination 
on  what  we  stand  upon  here,  Mr.  Hastings's  evidence,  that 
the  empty  name  of  a  pretended  sovereign  should  not  be 
thrust  forth  between  a  delinquent  and  justice. 

What  does  Mr.  Lemaistre,  the  other  judge,  say  upon  this 
occasion, — ''  with  regard  to  this  phantom,  that  man  of  straw, 
Mobarick  ul  Dowlah,  it  is  an  insult  on  the  understanding  of 
the  court,  to  have  made  the  question  of  his  sovereignty. 
But  as  it  came  from  the  governor-general  and  council,  I  have 
too  much  respect  for  that  body  to  treat  it  ludicrously,  and 
I  confess,  I  cannot  consider  it  seriously,  and  we  always  shall 
consider  a  letter  of  business  from  the  nabob  the  same,  as  a 
letter  from  the  governor-general  and  council." 

This  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  all  the  judges  concern- 
ing the  state  and  condition  of  the'  nabob.  We  have  thus 
established  the  point  we  mean  to  establish,  that  any  use 
which  shall  be  made  of  the  nabob's  name,  for  the  purpose 
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of  justifying  any  disobedience  to  the  orders  of  the  company, 
or  of  bringing  forward  corrupt  and  unfit  persons  for  the 
government,  could  be  considered  as  no  other  than  the  act 
of  the  persona  who  shall  make  such  a  use  of  it ;  and  that 
no  letter,  that  the  nabob  writes  to  any  one  in  power,  was 
or  could  be  considered  as  any  other  than  the  letter  of  that 
person  himself.  This  we  wish  to  impress  upon  your  lord- 
ships, because,  as  you  have  before  seen  the  use  that  has 
been  made  in  this  way  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  you  may 
judge  of  the  use  that  has  been  made  of  the  name  of 
Hyder  Beg  Khan,  and  of  the  names  of  all  the  eminent 
persons  of  the  country.  One  word  more,  and  I  have  done; 
if,  whilst  you  remark  the  use  that  is  made  of  this  man's  name, 
your  lordships  shall  find,  that  this  use  has  ever  been  made  of 
his  name  for  his  benefit,  or  for  the  purpose  of  giving  him  any 
useful  or  substantial  authority,  or  of  meliorating  his  condition 
in  any  way  whatever,  forgive  the  fraud,  forgive  the  diao- 
bedience. 

But  if  we  have  shown  your  lordships,  that  it  was  for  no 
other  purpose  than  to  disobey  the  orders  of  the  company,  to 
trample  upon  the  laws  of  his  country,  to  introduce  back 
again,  and  to  force  into  power,  those  very  corrupt  and  wicked 
instruments  which  had  formerly  done  so  much  mischief,  and 
for  which  mischief  they  were  removed,  then  we  shall  not 
have  passed  our  time  in  vain,  in  endeavoring  to  prove  that 
this  man,  in  the  opinion  of  a  court  of  justice,  and  by  fobtic 
notoriety,  and  by  Mr.  Hastings's  own  opinion,  was  held  to  be 
fit  for  nothing  but  to  be  made  a  tool  in  his  hands. 

Having  stated  to  your  lordships  generally  the  effects  pro- 
duced upon  the  Mahomedan  interest  of  Bengal,  by  the 
misconduct  of  the  prisoner  at  your  bar,  with  respect  to  the 
appointment  of  the  guardian  of  the  nabob  or  isoubahdai  ot 
that  province,  and  of  the  ministers  of  his  government,  I  sbsll 
have  the  honor  of  attending  your  lordships  another  day ;  ^ 
shall  show  you  the  use  that  has  been  made  of  this  govern^ 
ment  and^of  the  authority  of  the  nabob,  who,  as  your  low* 
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ships  have  seen,  was  the  mere  phantom  of  power ;  and  I 
shall  show  how  much  a  phantom  he  was  for  every  good 
purpose,  and  how  eflfectual  an  instrument  he  was  made  for 
every  bad  one. 

[Adjourned. 
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TRIAL. 

SATURDAY,  14th  JUNE,  1794. 


EIGHTH  DAY  OF  REPLY. 

(Mr.  Burke.) 

My  Lords, — ^Your  lordships  heard,  upon  the  last  day  of 
the  meeting  of  this  high  court,  the  distribution  of  the  several 
matters  which  I  should  have  occasion  to  lay  before  you,  and 
by  which  I  resolved  to  guide  myself,  in  the  examination  of 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings  with  regard  to  Bengal.  I 
stated,  that  I  should  first  show  the  manner  in  which  he  com- 
ported himself  with  regard  to  the  people,  who  were  found 
in  possession  of  the  government  when  we  first  entered  into 
Bengal.  We  have  shown  to  your  lordships  the  progressive 
steps  by  which  the  native  government  was  brought  into  a 
state  of  annihilation.  We  have  stated  the  manner  in  which 
that  government  was  solemnly  declared,  by  a  court  of  justice, 
to  be  depraved  and  incompetent  to  act,  and  dead  in  law.  We 
have  shown  to  your  lordships  (and  we  have  referred  you  to 
the  document)  that  its  death  was  declared  upon  a  certificate 
of  the  principal  attending  physician  of  the  state,  namely  Mr. 
Warren  Hastings  himself ;  this  was  declared  in  an  affidavit 
made  by  him,  wherein  he  has  gone  through  all  the  powers  of 
government,  of  which  he  had  regularly  despoiled  the  nabob 
Mobarick  ul  Dowlah  part  by  part,  exactly  according  to  the 
ancient  formula,  by  which  a  degraded  knight  was  despoiled 
of  his  knighthood  ;  they  took,  I  say,  from  him  all  the  powers 
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of  government,  article  by  article  ;  his  helmet,  his  shieidi  his 
cuirass,  at  last  they  hacked  off  his  spurs,  and  left  him  noth- 
ing. Mr.  Hastings  laid  down  all  the  premises,  and  left  the 
judges  to  draw  the  conclusion. 

Your  lordships  will  remark,  (for  you  will  find  it  on  your 
minutes,)  that  the  judges  have  declared  this  affidavit  of  Mr. 
Hastings  to  be  a  delicate  affidavit.  We  have  heard  of  affi- 
davits that  were  true.  We  have  heard  of  affidavits  that  were 
perjured  ;  but  this  is  the  first  instance  that  has  come  to  our 
knowledge,  (and  we  recdve  it  as  a  proof  of  Indian  refine^ 
ment,)  of  a  delicate  affidavit ;  this  affidavit  of  Mr.  Hastings 
we  shall  show  to  your  lordships,  is  not  entitled  to  the  descrip* 
tion  of  a  good  affidavit,  however  it  might  be  entitled,  in  the 
opinion  of  those  judges,  to  the  description  of  a  delicate  affida* 
vit,  a  phrase  by  which  they  appear  to  have  meant  that  he  had 
furnished  all  the  proofs  of  the  nabob's  deposition,  but  had 
delicately  avoided  to  declare  him  expressly  deposed.  The 
judges  drew,  however,  this  indelicate  conclusion ;  the  con« 
elusion  they  drew  was  founded  upon  the  premises;  it  was 
very  just  and  logical ;  for  they  declared,  that  he  was  a  mere 
cypher.  They  commended  Mr.  Hastings's  delicacy,  though 
they  did  not  imitate  it ;  but  they  pronounced  sentence  of 
deposition  upon  the  said  nabob,  and  they  declared  that  any 
letter  or  paper,  that  was  produced  from  him,  could  not  be  con- 
sidered as  an  act  of  government.  So  effectually  was  he  re- 
moved by  tlte  judges  out  of  the  way,  that  no  minority,  no 
insanity,  no  physical  circumstances,  not  even  death  itself, 
could  put  a  man  more  completely  out  of  sight.  They  de- 
clare that  they  would  consider  his  letters  in  no  other  light 
than  as  the  letters  of.  the  company,  represented  by  the  gov- 
ernor-general and  council.  Thus,  then,  we  find  the  nabob 
legally  dead. 

We  find  next,  that  he  was  politically  dead.  Mr.  Hastings, 
not  satisfied  with  the  affidavit  he  made  in  court,  has  thought 
proper  upon  record  to  inform  the  company  and  the  world  of 
what  ha  ooiusidered  him  to  be  civilly  and  politically.— [Minute 
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entered  by  the  goveraor-genend  :]-— "  The  goTOrfior-general. 
I  object  to  this  motion,  [a  motion  relative  to  the  trial  above 
alluded  to]  because  I  do  not  apprehend  that  the  declaration  of 
the  judges,  respecting  the  nabob's  sovereignty,  will  involve 
this  government  in  any  difficulties  with  the  French  or  other 
foreignr  nations."     [Mark,  my  lords,  these  political  effects.] 
'<  How  little  the  screen  of  the  nabob's  name  has  hitherto 
availed,  will  appear  in  the  frequent  and  inconclusive  cone- 
spondence  which  has  been  maintained  with  the  foreign  settle- 
ments, the  French  especially,  since  the  company  have  thought 
proper  to  stand  forth  in  their  real  character  in  the  exercise  of 
the  dewanny.    From  that  period  the  government  of  these 
provinces  has  been  wholly  theirs,  nor  can  all  the  sabtilties 
and  distinctions  of  political  sophistry  conceal  the  possession 
of  power,  where  the  exercise  of  it  is  openly  practised  and 
universally  felt  in  its  operation. — In  deference  to  the  com- 
mands of  the  company,  we  have  generally  endeavored,  in  all 
our  correspondence  with  foreigners,  to  evade  the  direct  avowal 
of  our  possessing  the  actual  rule  of  the  cbuntry ;  employing 
the  unapplied  term  government,  for  the  power  to  which  we 
exacted  their  submission ;  but  I  do  not  remember  any  in- 
stance, and  I  hope  none  will  be  found,  of  our  having  been  so 
disingenuous  as  to  disclaim  our  own  power,  or  to  affirm  that 
the  nabob  was  the  real  sovereign  of  those  provinces.    In 
effect  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  I  look  upon  this  state  of 
indecision  to  have  been  productive  of  all  the  embaimssments 
which  we  have  experienced  with  the  foreign  settlements  ,- 
none  of  them  have  ever  owned  any  dominion  but  that  of  the 
British  government  in  these  provinces.     Mr.  Chevalier  has 
repeatedly  declared,  that  he  will  not  acknowledge  any  other, 
but  will  look  to  that  only  for  the  support  of  the  privileges 
possessed  by  his  nation,  and  shall  protest  against  that  alone 
as  responsible  for  any  act  of  power,  by  which  their  privileges 
may  be  violated  or  their  property  disturbed.    The  Dutch,  the 
Danes,  have  severally  applied  to  this  government,  as  to  the 
ruling  power,  for  the  grant  of  indulgences  and  the  redress  of 
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their  grievances.    In  our  replies  to  all,  we  have  constantly 
assumed  the  prerogatives  of  that  character,  but  eluded  the 
direct  avowal  of  it ;  under  the  name  of  influence,  we  have 
offered  them  protection,  and  we  have  granted  them  the-  in- 
dulgences of  government,  under  elusive  expressions,  some- 
times applied  to  our  treaties  with  the  nabobs,  sometimes  to 
our  own  rights  as  the  dewan,  sometimes  openly  declaring  the 
virtual  rule  which  we  held  of  these  provinces,  we  have  con- 
tended with  them  for  the  rights  of  government,  and  threat- 
ened to  repel  with  force  the  encroachments  on  it ;  we,  in  one 
or  two  instances,  have  actually  put  these  threats  into  execu- 
tion, by  orders  directly  issued  to  the  officers  of  government, 
and  enforced  by  detachments  from  our  own  military  forces. 
The  nabob  was  never  consulted,  nor  was  the  pretence  ever 
made,  that  his  orders  or  concurrence  were  necessary ;  in  a 
word,  we  have  always  allowed  ourselves  to  be  treated  as  prin- 
cipals ;  we  have  treated  as  principals ;  but  we  have  contented 
ourselves  with  letting  otir  actions  insinuate  the  character 
which  we  effectually  possessed,  without  asserting  it— For 
my  own  part,  I  have  ever  considered  the  reserve  which  has 
been  enjoined  on  us  in  this  respect,  as  a  consequence  of  the 
doubts  which  have  long  prevailed,  and  which  are  still  suffered 
to  subsist,  respecting  the  rights,  of  the  British  government  and 
the  company  to  the  property  and  dominion  of  these  provinces, 
not  as  inferring  a  doubt  with  respect  to  any  foreign  power ; 
it  has,  however,  been  productive  of  great  inconveniences,  it 
has  prevented  our  acting  with  vigor  in  our  disputes  with  the 
Dutch  and  French.     The  former  refuse  to  this  day  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Bahor  Pescush,  although  the  right  is  incontestsr 
bly  against  them,  and  we  have  threatened  to  enforce  it  Both 
nations  refuse  to  be  bound  by  our  decrees,  or  to  submit  to 
our  regulations ;  they  refuse  to  submit  to  the  payment  of  the 
duties  on  the  foreign  commerce,  but  in  their  own  way,  which 
amounts  almost  to  a  total  exemption ;  they  refuse  to  submit 
to  the  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  which  is  levied  upon  foreign  salt, 
by  which  (unless  a  stop  can  be  put  to  it  by  a  more  decisive 


444  SPEECH  IN  THE  IMPEACHMENT  OF 

rule)  they  will  draw  the  whole  of  that  important  trade  into 
their  own  colonies ;  and  even  in  the  single  instance  in  which 
they  have  allowed  us  to  prescribe  to  them,  namely,  the  em- 
bargo on  grain  on  the  apprehension  of  a  dearth,  I  am  gener- 
ally persuaded  that  they  acquiesced  from  the  secret  design  of 
taking  the  advantage  of  the  general  suspension,  by  exporting 
grain  clandestinely  under  cover  of  their  colors,  which  they 
knew  would  screen  them  from  the  rigorous  examination  of 
our  officers.  We  are  precluded  from  forming  many  arrange- 
ments of  genera]  utility,  because  of  their  want  of  control 
over  the  European  settlement ;  and  a  great  part  of  the  de- 
fects which  subsist  in  the  government  and  commercial  state 
of  the  country  are  ultimately  derived  from  tliis  source.  I 
have  not  the  slightest  suspicion,  that  a  more  open  and  de- 
cided conduct  would  expose  us  to  worse  consequences  from 
the  European  nations ;  on  the  contrary,  we  have  the  worst  df 
the  argument,  while  we  contend  with  them  under  false  colors, 
while  they  know  us  under  the  disguise,  and  we  have  not  the 
confidence  to  disown  it ;  what  we  have  done  and  may  do 
under  an  assumed  character,  is  full  as  likely  to  involve  us  in 
a  war  with  France,  a  nation  not  much  influenced  by  logical 
weapons,  if  such  can  be  supposed  to  be  the  likely  conse- 
quences of  our  own  trifling  disagreement  with  them,  as  if  we 
stood  forth  their  avowed  opponents.  To  conclude,  instead  of 
regretting,  with  Mr.  Francis,  the  occasion  which  deprives  us 
of  so  useless  and  hurtful  a  disguise  ;  I  should  rather  rejoice, 
(wer&  it  really  the  case,)  and  consider  it  as  a  crisis  which 
freed  the  constitution  of  our  government  from  one  of  its 
greatest  defects." 

Now,  my  lords,  the  delicacy  of  the  affidavit  is  no  more — 
the  great  arcanum  of  the  state  is  avowed-^it  is  avowed  that 
the  government  is  ours — that  the  nabob  is  nothing.  It  is 
avowed  to  foreign  nations ;  and  the  disguise  which  we  have 
put  on,  Mr.  Hastings  states,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  hurtful  to 
the  affairs  of  the  company.     Here  we  perceive  the  exact  and 
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the  perfect  agreement  between  his  character  as  a  delicate 
aflSdavit  maker  in  a  court  of  justice,  and  his  indelicate  declar 
rations  upon  the  records  of  the  company  for  the  information 
of  the  whole  world,  concerning  the  real  arcanum  of  the 
Bengal  government. 

Now  I  cannot  help  praising  his  consistency  upon  this  occa- 
sion, whether  his  policy  was  right  or  wrong ;  hitherto  we 
find  the  whole  consistent,  we  find  the  affidavit  perfectly  sup- 
ported. The  inferences,  which  delicacy  at  first  prevented 
him  from  producing,  better  recollection  and  more  perfect 
policy  made  him  here  avow.  In  this  state  things  continued. 
The  nabob,  your  lordships  see,  is  dead — dead  in  Jaw  —  dead 
in  politics— dead  in  a  court  of  justice— dead  upon  the  records 
of  the  company.  Except  in  mere  animal  existence,  it  is  all 
over  with  him. 

I  have  now  to  state  to  yoiir  lordships,  that  Mr.  Hastings, 
who  has  the  power  of  putting  even  to  death  in  this  way, 
possesses  likewise  the  art  of  restoring  to  life.  But  what  is 
the  medicine  that  revives  them  ? — ^Your  lordships,  I  am  sure, 
will  be  glad  to  know  what  nostrum,  not  hitherto  pretended 
to  by  quacks  in  physic,  by  quacks  in  politics,  nor  by  quacks 
ia  law,  will  serve  to  revive  this  man,  to  cover  his  dead  bones 
with  flesh,  and  to  give  him  life,  activity,  and  vigor.  My 
lords,  I  am  about  to  tell  you  an  instance  of  a  recipe  of  such 
infallible  efficacy,  as  was  never  before  discovered.  His  cure 
for  all  disorders  is  disobedience  to  the  commands  of  his  law- 
ful superiors.  When  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors  are 
contrary  to  his  own  opinions,  he  forgets  them  all.  Let  the 
court  of  directors  but  declare  in  favor  of  his  own  system  and 
his  own  positions,  and  that  very  moment,  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  declaring  his  right  of  rebellion  against  the  laws  of 
his  country,  he  counteracts  them.  Then  these  dead  bones 
arise  ;  or,  to  use  a  language  more  suitable  to  the  dignity  of 
the  thing,  Bayes's  men  are  all  revived.  "  Are  these  men 
dead  ? "  asks  Mr.  Bayes's  friend.  "  No,"  says  he,  "  they 
shall  all  get  up  and  dance  immediately. "-^But  in  this  ludi- 
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CIOU8  view  of  Mr.  Hastings's  conduct,  your  lordships  must 
not  lose  sight  of  its  great  importance.  You  cannot  have,  in 
an  abstract^  as  it  were,  any  one  thing  that  better  develops  the 
principles  of  the  man;  that  more  fully  develops  all  the 
sources  of  his  conduct ;  and  of  all  the  frauds  and  iniquities 
which  he  has  committed,  in  order  at  one  and  the  same  time 
to  evade  his  duty  to  the  court  of  directors,  that  is  to  say,  to 
the  laws  of  his  country,  and  to  oppress,  crush,  rob,  and  ill-- 
treat the  people  that  are  under  him. 

My  lords,  you  have  had  an  account  of  the  person  who 
represented  the  nabob's  dignity,  Mahomed  Reza  Khan  ;  you 
have  heard  of  the  rank  he  bore,  the  sufferings  that  he  went 
through,  his  trial  and  honorable  acquittal,  and  the  company's 
order,  that  the  first  opportunity  should  be  taken  to  appoint 
him  naib  soubah,  or  deputy  of  the  nabob,  and  more  especially 
to  represent  him  in  the  administering  of  justice.  Your  lord- 
ships are  also  acquainted  with  what  was  done  in  consequence 
of  those  orders  by  the  council  general,  in  the  restoration  and 
reestablishment  of  the  executive  power  in  this  person ;  not 
in  the  poor  nabob,  a  poor,  helpless,  ill-bred,  ill-educated  boy, 
but  in  the  first  Mussulman  of  the  country,  who  had  before 
exercised  the  ofBce  of  naib  soubah,  or  deputy  viceroy,  in  or- 
der to. give  some  degree  of  support  to  the  expiring  honor  and 
justice  of  that  country.  The  majority, :  namely,  General 
Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis,  whose  names,  as 
I  have  before  said,  will,  for  obedience  to  the  company,  fideli- 
ty to  the  laws,  honor  to  themselves,  and  a  purity  untouched 
and  unimpeached,  stand  distinguished  and  honored  in  spite 
of  all  the  corrupt  and  barking  virulence  of  India  against 
them.  These  men,  I  say,  obeyed  the  company ;  they  had 
no  secret  or  fraudulent  connection  with  Mahomed  Reza 
Ehan  ;  but  they  reinstated  him  in  his  office. 

The  moment  that  real  death  had  carried  away  two  of  the 
most  virtuous  of  this  community,  and  that  Mr.  Hastings  was 
thereby  reestablished  in  his  power,  he  returned  to  his  former 
state  of  rebellion  to  the  company,  and  of  fraud  and  oppres- 
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sion  upon  the  people.  And  her^  we  come  to  the  re^vivifica- 
ting  medicine.  I  forgot  to  tell  your  lordships  that  this  nabob, 
whose  letters  were  declared  by  a  court  of  law,  with  his  own 
approbaticHi,  to  be  in  effect  letters  of  the  governor-general 
and  council,  concludes  a  formal  application  transmitted  to 
them,  and  dated  17th  November,  1777,  with  a  demand  of  the 
restoration  of  his  rights.  Mr.  Hastings  upon  this  enters  the 
following  minute: — ''The  nabob's  demands  are  grounded 
upon  positive  rights,  which  will  not  admit  of  a  discussion  ; 
he  has  an  incontestable  right  to  the  management  of  his  own 
household  ;  he  has  an  incontestable  right  to  the  nizamut." 

My  lords,  you  have  heard  his  affidavit,  you  have  heard  his 
avowed  and  recorded  opinion.  In  direct  defiance  of  both, 
because  he  wishes  to  make  doubtful  the  orders  of  the  com- 
pany and  to  evade  his  duty,  he  here  makes  without  any  deli- 
cacy a  declaration,  which,  if  it  be  true,  the  affidavit  is  a  gross 
perjury,  let  it  be  managed  with  what  delicacy  he  pleases. 
The  word  nizamut,  which  he  uses,  may  be  unfamiliar  to 
your  lordships.  In  India  it  signifies  the  whole  executive 
government,  though  the  word  strictly  means  viceroyalty ;  all 
the  princes  of  that  country  holding  their  dominions  as  repre- 
sentatives of  the  mogul,  the  great  nominal  sovereign  of  the 
empire.  To  convince  you  that  it  does  so,  take  his  own  ex- 
planation of  it. — "  It  is  his  by  inheritance ;  the  adowlet  and 
the  fouzdarry  having  been  repeatedly  declared  by  the  com- 
pany and  by  this  government,  to  appertain  to  the  nizamut. 
The  adowlet,  namely,  the  distribution  of  civil  justice  ,*  and 
the  fouzdarry,  namely,  the  executive  criminal  justice  of  that 
country,  that  is  to  say,  the  whole  sovereign  government  of 
the  courts  of  justice,  have  been  declared  by  the  company  to 
appertain  to  the  nizamut." 

I  beg  of  your  lordships  to  recollect,  when  you  take  into 
your  consideration  the  charges  of  the  Hoase  of  Commons, 
that  the  person  they  accuse,  and  persons  suborned  by  him, 
have  never  scrupled  to  be  guilty,  without  sense  of  shame,  of 
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the  most  notorious  falsehoods,  the  most  glaring  incoosisten- 
cies,  and  even  of  perjury  itself ;  and  that  it  is  thus  they  make 
the  power  of  the  company  dead  or  alive,  as  best  suits  their 
own  wicked,  clandestine,  and  fraudulent  purposes ;  and  the 
great  end  of  all  their  actions  and  all  their  politics,  plunder 
and  peculation. 

I  must  here  refer  your  lo^^dships  to  a  minute  of  Mr.  Fran- 
cis's, which  I  recommend  to  your  reading  at  large,  and  to 
your  very  serious  recollection,  in  page  1086 ;  because  it  con- 
tains a  complete  history  of  Mr.  Hastings's  conduct,  and  of  its 
effects  upon  this  occasion. 

And  now  to  proceed.  The  nabob,  in  a  subsequent  appli- 
cation to  the  company's  government  at  Calcutta,  desires  that 
Munny  Begum  may  be  allowed  to  take  on  herself  the  whole 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  nizamut,  (not  the  superi- 
ority in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  seraglio  only, 
though  this  would  have  been  a  tyrannical  usurpation  of  the 
power  belonging  to  the  legitimate  mother  of  the  nabob,)  with- 
out the  interference  of  any  person  whatever ;  and  he  adds, 
that  by  this  the  governor  will  give  him  complete  satisfaction. 
In  all  fraudulent  correspondences,  you  are  sure  to  find  the 
true  secret  of  it  at  last.  It  has  been  said  by  somebody,  that 
the  true  sense  of  a  letter  is  to  be  learnt  from  its  postscript 
But  this  matter  is  so  clumsily  managed,  that  in  contempt  of 
all  decency,  the  first  thing  the  nabob  does,  is  to  desire  he 
may  be  put  into  the  hands  of  Munny  Begum,  and  that  with** 
out  the  interference  of  any  body  whatever. 

The  next  letter  immediately  following  on  the  heels  of  the 
former,  was  received  by  the  council  on  the  12th  of  February, 
1778.  In  this  letter  he  desires  that  Mahomed  Reza  Khan 
may  be  removed  from  his  office  in  the  government ;  and  he 
expresses  his  hopes,  that  as  he  himself  is  now  come  to  years 
of  maturity,  and  by  the  blessing  of  God  is  not  so  devoid  of 
understanding  as  to  be  incapable  of  conducting  his  affairs; 
he  says,  '^  I  am  therefore  hopeful,  from  your  favor  and  regard 
to  justice,  that  you  will  deliver  me  from  the  authority  of  the 
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aforesaid  Mahomed  Reea  Khan,  and  gi^e  your  permission  that 
I  take  on  myself  the  management  of  the  adowkt  and  fouz- 
darry." — ^There  is  no  doubt  of  this  latter  2q)plicatton,  in  con- 
tradiction to  the  former,  having  arisen  from  a  suspicion  that 
the  appointment  of  Munny  Begum  would  be  too  gross,  and 
would  shock  the  council ;  and  Mr.  Hastings  therefore  orders 
the  second  letter  to  be  written  from  the  nabob,  in  which  he 
claims  the  powers  of  government  for  himself.  Then  follows 
a  letter  from  the  governor-general,  informing  the  nabob,  that 
it  had  been  agreed  that  his  excellency  being  now  arrived  at 
years  of  maturity,  the  control  of  his  own  household,  and  the 
courts  dependent  on  the  nizamut  and  fouzdarry,  should  be 
placed  in  his  hands  ;  and  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n  was  directed, 
at  the  same  time,  to  resign  his  authority  to  the  nabob. 

Here  your  lordships  see  Munny  Begum,  in  effect,  com- 
pletely invested  with,  and  you  will  see  how  she  has  used  her 
power ;  for  I  suppose  your  lordships  are  sick  of  the  name  of 
nabob,  as  a  real  actor  in  the  government.  You  now  see  the 
true  parties  in  the  transaction,  namely,  the  lover,  Warren 
Hastings,  Esq. ;  and  Munny  Begum,  the  object  of  his  passion 
and  flame  ;  to  which  he  sacrifices  as  much  as  Antony  ever 
did  to  Cleopatra.  You  see  the  object  of  his  love  and  affeo* 
tion  placed  in  the  administration  of  the  vtceroyalty ;  you  see 
placed  at  her  disposal  the  administration  of  the  civil  judica* 
ture,  and  of  the  executory  justice ;  together  with  the  salary, 
which  was  intended  for  Mahomed  Reza  Khan. 

Your  lordships  will  be  pleased  to  remember,  that  this  dis* 
tribution  of  the  nabob's  government  was  made  in  direct  de-» 
fiance  of  the  orders  of  the  company.  And  as  a  further  proof 
of  this  defiance,  it  will  not  escapeyour  lordships,  that,  before 
this  measure  was  carried  into  execution,  Mr.  Barwell  being 
one  day  absent  from  the  council,  Mr.  Hastings  fell  into  a  tot* 
nority ;  and  it  was  agreed,  upon  that  occasion,  that  the  whole 
affair  should  be  referred  home  to  the  court  of  directors,  and 
that  no  arrangement  should  be  made  till  the  directors  had 
given  their  opinion.  Mr.  Hastings,  the  very  moment  after 
VOL.  VIII.  29 
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Mr.  Barwell's  return  to  his  seat  in  the  coancil,  rescinds  thb 
resolution,  which  subjected  the  orders  of  the  court  of  direct- 
ors to  their  own  reconsideration ;  and  be  hurries  headlong 
and  precipitately  into  the  execution  of  his  first  determination. 
Your  lordships  will  also  see,  in  this  act,  what  sort  of  use 
Mr.  Hastings  made  of  the  council ;  and  I  have  therefore  in- 
sisted upon  all  these  practices  of  the  prisoner  at  your  bar, 
because  there  is  not  one  of  them  in  which  some  principle  of 
government  is  not  wounded,  if  not  mortally  wounded. 

My  lords,  we  have  laid  before  you  the  consequences  of  this 
proceeding.  We  have  shown  what  passed  within  the  walls 
of  the  seraglio,  and  what  tyranny  was  exercised  by  this 
woman  over  the  multitude  of  women  there.  I  shall  now 
show  your  lordships,  in  what  manner  she  made  use  of  her 
power  over  the  supreme  judicature,  to  peculate,  and  to  de- 
stroy the  country ;  and  I  shall  adduce,  as  proofs  of  this  abuse 
of  her  authority,  the  facts  I  am  about  to  relate,  and  of  which 
there  is  evidence  before  your  lordships.  There  was  an  os- 
tensible man,  named  Sudder  ul  Hoe  Khan,  placed  there'  at 
the  head  of  the  administration  of  justice,  with  a  salary  of 
£7,000  a  year  of  the  company's  money.  This  man,  in  a 
letter  to  the  governor-general  and  council,  received  the  1st 
of  September,  1778, — says,  "  His  highness,  himself,  [the  na- 
bob,} is  not  deficient  in  regard  for  me,  but  certain  bad  men 
have  gained  an  ascendancy  over  his  temper,  by  whose  insti- 
gation he  acts."  You  will  see,  my  lords,  how  this  poor  man 
was  crippled  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  and  dishonored  by 
the  corruption  of  this  woman  and  her  eunuchs,  to  whom  Mr. 
Hastings  had  given  the  supreme  government,  and  with  it  an 
uncontrolled  influence  over  all  the  dependant  parts.  After 
thus  complaining  of  the  slights  he  receives  from  the  nabob, 
he  adds,  "  Thus  they  cause  the  nabob  to  treat  me,  sometimes 
with  indignity,  and  others  with  kindness,  just  as  they  think 
proper  to  advise  him ;  their  view  is  that  by  compelling  me  to 
displeasure  at  such  unworthy  treatment,  they  may  force  me 
either  to  relinquish  my  station,  or  to  join  with  them  and  act 
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with  their  advice,  and  appoint  creatures  of  their  reoommen* 
dation  to  the  different  offices,  from  which  they  might  draw 
profit  to  themselyea." — In  a  subsequent  letter  to  the  governor, 
Sudder  ul  Hoe  Ehan  says,  '^  The  begum's  ministers,  before 
my  arrival,  with  the  advice  of  their  counselbrs,  caused  the 
nabob  to  sign  a  receipt,  in  consequence  of  which  they  re- 
ceived, at  two  different  times,  near  60,000  rupees,  in  the 
name  of  the  officers  of  the  adowlet,  foUzdarry,  tec.  from 
the  company's  sircar  ;  and  having  drawn  up  an  account  cur- 
rent in  the  manner  they  wished,  they  got  the  nabob  to  sign 
it,  and  then  sent  it  to  me."  In  the  same  letter,  he  asserts, 
that  these  people  have  the  nabob  entirely  in  their  power. 

Now,  I  have  only  to  remark  to  your  lordships,  that  the 
first  and  immediate  operation  of  Mr.  Hastings's  regulation, 
which  put  every  thing  into  the  hands  of  this  wicked  woman 
for  her  corrupt  purposes,  was,  that  the  office  of  chief  justice 
was  trampled  upon  and  depraved,  and  made  use  of  to  pluU'- 
der  the  company  of  money,  which  was  appropriated  to  their 
own  uses ;  and  that  the  person,  ostensibly  holding  this  office 
was  forced  to  become  the  instrument  in  the  hands  of  this 
wicked  woman  and  her  two  wicked  eunuchs.  This  then 
was  the  representation  which  the  chief  justice  made  to  Mr. 
Hastings,  as  one  of  the  very  first  fruits  of  his  new  arrange- 
ment. I  am  now  to  tell  you  what  his  next  step  was.  This 
same  Mr.  Hastings,  who  had  made  the  nabob  master  of  every 
thing,  and  placed  every  thing  at  his  disposal,  who  had  main- 
tained that  the  nabob  was  not  to  act  a  secondary  part,  and  to 
be  a  mere  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the  company,  who  had, 
as  you  have  seen,  revived  the  nabob,  now  puts  him  to  death 
again.  He  pretends  to  be  shocked  at  these  proceedings  of 
the  nabob,  and  not  being  able  to  prevent  their  coming  before 
the  council  of  the  directors  at  home,  he  immediately  took 
Sudder  ul  Hoe  Khto  under  his  protection. 

Now  your  lordships  see  Mr.  Hastings  appearing  in  his  own 
character  again ;  exercising  the  power  he  had  pretended  to 
abdicate,  whilst  the  nabob  sinks  and  subsides  under  him. 
29* 
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He  becomes  the  supporter  of  Sadder  ul  Hoe  Ehin,  now  that 
the  infamy  of  the  treatment  he  received  could  no  longer  be 
concealed  from  the  council.  On  the  1st  of  September,  1778, 
the  governor  informs  the  nabob,  ''  that  it  is  highly  expedient 
that  Sudder  ul  Hoe  Ehan  should  have  full  control  in  all 
matters  relative  to  his  office,  and  the  sole  appointment  and 
dismission  of  the  sudder  and  mofussal  officers  ;  and  that  his 
seal  and  signature  should  be  authentic  to  all  papers  having 
relation  to  the  business  entrusted  to  him ;  I  therefore  inti- 
mate to  you,  that  he  should  appoint  and  dismiss  all  the  offi- 
cers under  him,  and  that  your  excellency  should  not  interfere 
in  any  one." 

The  nabob,  in  a  letter  to  the  governor,  received  the  3d  of 
September,  1778,  says,  "  Agreeably  to  your  pleasure,  I  have 
relinquished  all  concern  with  the  affairs  of  the  fouzdarry  and 
adowlet,  leaving  the  entii^  management  in  Sudder  ul  Hoe 
Khan's  hands." — ^Here  you  see  the  nabob  again  reduced  to 
his  former  state  of  subordination.  This  chief  justiceship, 
which  was  declared  to  be  his  inherent  right,  he  is  obliged  to 
submit  to  the  control  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and  to  declare  that  he 
will  not  interfere  at  all  in  a  matter,  which  Mr.  Hastings  had 
declared  to  be  his  incommunicable  attribute.  I  do  not  say, 
that  Mr.  Hastings  interfered  iipproperly.  Certainly  it  was 
not  fit  that  the  highest  court  of  justice  in  all  Bengal  should 
be  made  the  instrument  of  the  rapacity  of  a  set  of  villains, 
with  a  prostitute  at  their  head  ;  just  as  if  a  gang  of  thieves 
in  England,  with  their  prostitutes  at  their  head,  should  seize 
the  judge  which  ought  to  punish  them,  and  endeavor  to  make 
use  of  his  name  in  their  iniquitous  transactions.  But  your 
lordships  will  find  that  Mr»  Hastings  is  here  acting  a  merely 
ostensible  part,  and  that  he  has  always  a  means  of  defeating 
privately  what  he  declares  publicly  to  be  his  intention.  Your 
lordships  will  see  soon  how  this  ended.  Mr.  Hastings  gets 
the  nabob  to  give  up  all  his  authority  over  the  chief  justice ; 
but  he  says  not  one  woxd  of  Munny  Begum,  the  person  who 


WAKRBN  HASTINGS,  ESQ.  4g3 

had  the  real  authority  in  her  hands,  and  who  was  not  for- 
bidden to  interfere  with  him. — ^Mr.  Hastings's  order  is  dated 
the  1st  September,  1778.  On  the  3d  of  September,  the  na* 
bob  is  said  to  have  relinquished  all  concern  with  Sudder  ul 
Hoe  Khan.  In  a  letter  received  the  30th  of  September, 
(that  is  about  27  days  after  the  date  of  Mr.  Hastings's  order,) 
you  will  see  how  this  pretended  order  was  managed.  Sudder 
ul  Hoe  Khin  thus  writes  in  a  letter  received  the  30th  of 
Septemb^: — "Yattibar  Ali  Khan,  (Munny  Begum's  chief 
eunuch,)  from  the  amount  of  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the 
adowlet  and  fouzdarry,  which  before  my  arrival  he  had  re* 
ceived  for  two  months  from  the  sircar,  made  disbursements 
according  to  his  own  pleasure.  He  bad  before  caused  the  sum 
of  7,400  rupees,  oh  account  of  the  price  of  mine  and  my 
paishcars  kelants  to  be  carried,  to  account,  and  now  continu- 
ally sends  a  man  to  demand  from  me  4,300  and  odd  rupees, 
as  a  balance  of  the  price  of  kelants,  and  constantly  presses 
me  to  take  it  from  the  amount  of  the  salaries  of  the  officers 
of  the  adowlet  and  fouzdarry  and  send  it  to  him,  and  I 
shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  complying.  I  mention  this 
for  your  information." 

My  lords,  you  see  again  ho^  Mr.  Hastings's  pretended 
orders  were  obeyed ;  they  were  orders  addressed  to  the  nabob, 
whom  he  knew  to  be  nothing,  and  who  could  neither  con- 
trol or  take  the  least  share  in  the  execution  of  them  ;  but  he 
leaves  the  thing  loose  as  to  Munny  Begum  and  her  eunuchs, 
who,  he  knew,  could  alone  carry  them  into  effect.  Your  lord- 
ships see  that  the  first  use  made  of  the  restored  authority  of 
the  nabob  was,  under  various  pretences,  to  leave  the  salaries 
of  the  officers  of  government  unprovided  for;  to  rob  the 
public  treasury,  and  to  give  the  company's  money  to  the  eu- 
nuchs who  were  acting  in  the  manner  I  have  stated  to  you. 

Information  of  these  proceedings  reaches  Calcutta; — a 
regular  complaint  from  a  person  in  the  highest  situation  in 
the  governttient  is  made,  and  the  govemor-geneid  is  obliged 
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again  to  take  up  the  matter ;  and  I  shall  now  read  to  yoor 
lordships,  a  letter  of  the  lOtb  of  October,  1778,  which  con- 
tains a  representation,  so  pointed  and  so  very  just,  of  the 
fatal  effects  which  his  interference  in  the  administration  of 
justice  had  produced,  as  not  to  stand  in  need  of  any  comment 
from  me.     It  speaks  too  plainly  to  require  any. 

The  governor-general's  letter  to  the  nabob: — "At  your 
excellency's  request,  I  sent  Sudder  ul  Hoe  Khan,  to  take  on 
him  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  adowlet  and  fouz- 
darry,  and  hoped  by  that  means  not  only  to  have  given  satis- 
faction to  your  excellency,  but  that  though  his  abilities  and 
experience,  these  affairs  would  have  been  conducted  in  such 
manner,  as  to  have  secured  the  peace  of  the  country  and  the 
happiness  of  the  people ;  and  it  is  with  the  greatest  concern 
I  learn  that  this  measure  is  so  far  from  being  attended  with 
the  expected  advantages,  that  the  affairs  both  of  the  fouz- 
darry  and  adowlet  are  in  the  greatest  confusion  imaginable, 
and  daily  robberies  and  murders  are  perpetrated  throughout 
the  country.  This  is  evidently  owing  to  the  want  of  a  proper 
authority  in  the  person  appointed  to  superintend  them;  I 
therefore  addressed  your  excellency,  on  the  importance  and 
delicacy  of  the  affairs  in  question,  and  of  the  necessity  of 
lodging  full  power  in  the  hands  of  the  person  chosen  to  ad- 
Qiinister  them  :  in  reply  to  which  your  excellency  expressed 
sentiments  coincident  with  mine ;  notwithstanding  which 
your  dependants  and  people,  actuated  by  selfish  and  avar- 
icious views,  have  by  their  interference  so  impeded  the 
business,  as  to  throw  the  whole  country  into  a  state  of 
confusion,  from  which  nothing  can  retrieve  it  but  an  un- 
limited power  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  superintendent. 
I  therefore  request  that  your  excellency  will  give  the  strict- 
est injunctions  to  all  your  dependants  not  to  interfere  in  any 
manner  with  any  matter  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  adow- 
let and  fouzdarry,  and  that  you  wiU  yourself  relinquish  all 
interference  therein,  and  leave  them  entirely  to  the  manage- 
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ment  of  Sudder  ul  Hoe  Ehan.  This  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  restore  the  country  to  a  state  of  tranquillity,  and  if  your 
excellency  has  any  plan  to  propose  for  the  management  of 
affairs  in  future,  be  pleased  to  communicate  it  to  me,  and 
every  attention  shall  be  paid  to  give  your  excellency  satis- 
£Bu:tion." 

My  lords,  I  think  I  have  read  enough  to  you  for  our 
present  purpose  ;  referring  your  lordships  for  fuller  informa- 
tion to  your  minutes,  page  1086,  which  I  beg  you  to  read 
with  the  greatest  attention. 

I  must  again  beg  your  lordships  to  remark,  that  though 
Mr.  Hastings  has  the  impudence  still  to  pretend,  that  he 
wishes  for  the  restoration  of  order  and  justice  in  the  country, 
yet,  instead  of  writing  to  Munny  Begum  upon  the  business, 
whom  he  knew  to  be  the  very  object  complained  of,  and 
whose  eunuchs  are  expressly  mentioned  in  the  complaint,  he 
writes  to  the  nabob,  whom  he  knew  to  be  a  pageant  in  his 
own  court  and  government,  and  whose  name  was  not  even 
mentioned  in  this  last  complaint.     Not  one  word  is  said, 
even  in  this  letter  to  the  nabob,  of  Munny  Begum  or  of  her 
eunuchs.    My  lords,  when  you  consider  his  tacit  support  of 
the  authors  of  the  grievance,  and  his  ostensible  application 
for  redress  to  the  man,  who,  he  knew,  never  authorized  and 
could  not  redress  the  grievance  ;  you  must  conclude  that  he 
meant  to  keep  the  coimtry  in  the  same  state  for  his  own  cor- 
rupt purposes.     In  this  state  the  country  in  fact  continued  ; 
Munny  Begum  and  her  eunuchs  continued  to  administer  and 
squander    the  company's  money,  as  well  as  the  nabob's; 
robberies  and  murders  continued  to  prevail  throughout  the 
country.     No  appearance  was  left  of  order,  law,  or  justice, 
from  one  end  of  Bengal  to  the  other. 

The  account  of  this  state  of  things  was  received  by  the 
court  of  directors,  with  horror  and  indignation ;  on  the  27th 
of  May,  1779,  they  write,  as  you  will  find  in  page  1063  of 
your  printed  minutes,  a  letter  to  their  government  at  Calcut- 
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ta,  coBdMitttttg  tbdr  proceedings  and  thd  remeyfti  of  Mahoor 
ed  Reza  Khan ;  and  they  order  that  Munny  Begum  shall  be 
displaced,  and  Mahomed  Reza  Khan  restored  again  to  the 
asat  of  justice. 

Mr.  Francis,  upon  the  arrival  of  these  reiterated  orders, 
moved  in  council  for  an  obedience  to  them.  Mr.  Hastings, 
notwithstanding  he  had  before  his  eyes  all  the  horrible  conse- 
quences that  attended  his  new  arrangement,  still  resists  that 
pn^^ositioo.  By  his  casting  voice,  in  the  council  he  counter- 
orders  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  sanctions  a 
direct  disobedience  to  their  authority,  by  a  resolution  that 
Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n  should  not  be  restored  to  his  employ- 
BMnt,  but  that  this  Sudder  ul  Hoe  Khan,  who  still  continued 
in  the  condition  already  described,  should  remain  in  the 
possession  of  his  office.  I  say  nothing  of  Sudder  ul  Hoe 
Khan ;  he  seems  to  be  very  well  disposed  to  do  his  duty,  if 
Mr.  Hastings's  arrangements  had  suffered  him  to  do  it ;  and 
indeed  if  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n  had  been  reinstated  and  no 
better  supported  by  Mr.  Hastings  than  Sudder  ul  Hoe  Khin 
he  could,  probably,  have  kept  the  country  in  no  better  order, 
/though  perhaps  his  name,  and  the  authority  and  weight  which 
still  adhere  to  him  in  some  degree,  naight  have  had  some 
influence. 

My  lords,  you  have  seen  his  defiance  of  the  company ; 
youihaive  seen  his  defiance  of  all  decency;  yoti  see  his 
open  protection  of  prostitutes  and  robbers  of  every  kind  rav- 
aging Bengal ;  you  have  seen  this  defiance  of  the  authority 
of  the  court  of  directors,  flatly,  directly,  and  peremptorily 
persisted  in,  to  the  last.  Order  after  order  was  reiterated,  but 
his  disobedience  arose  with  an  elastic  spring  in  proportion 
to  the  pressure  that  was  upon  it. 

My  lords,  here  there  was  a  pause.  The  directors  had  been 
disobeyed  ;  and  you  might  suppose  that  he  would  have  been 
satisfied  with  this  act  of  disobedience.  My  lords,  he  was 
resolved  to  let  the  native  governments  of  the  country  know 
that  he  despised  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  that 
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whenever  he  pretetided  Co  obey  them,  in  reality  he  was  re- 
aolved  upon  the  most  actual  disobedience.  An  event  now 
htti^ned,  the  particulars  of  which  we  are  not  to  repeat  here  : 
diaputee  conducted  on  Mr.  Francis's  side,  upon  no  other  prin- 
ciple, that  we  can  discover,  but  a  desire  to  obey  the  company's 
orders,  and  to  execute  his  duty  with  fidelity  and  disinterest- 
edness, had  arisen  between  him  and  Mr.  Hastings.  Mr. 
Francis,  about  the  time  we  have  been  speaking  of,  finding 
resistance  was  vain,  reconciles  himself  to  him ;  but  on  the 
most  honorable  terms  as  a  public  man,  namely,  that  he  should 
continue  to  follow  and  obey  the  laws,  and  to  respect  the 
authority  of  the  court  of  directors.  Upon  this  reconciliation 
it  was  agreed,  that  Mahomed  Reza  Khan  should  be  restored 
to  his  office.  For  this  purpose  Mr.  Hastings  enters  a  minute^ 
and  writes  to  the  nabob  an  ostensible  letter.  But  your  lord-* 
ships  will  here  see  an  instance  of  what  I  said,  respecting  a 
double  current  in  all  Mr.  Hastings's  proceedings.  Even 
when  he  obeys  or  pretends  to  obey  the  company's  orders, 
there  is  always  a  private  channel  through  which  he  defeats 
them  all. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  nabob  Mobarick  ul  Dow-* 
lah,  written  the  10th  of  February,  1780.—"  The  company, 
whose  orders  are  peremptory,  have  directed  that  Mahomed 
Reza  EhAn  shall  be  restored  to  the  offices  he  held  in  January, 
1778 ;  it  is  my  duly  to  represent  this  to  your  excellency, 
and  to  recommend  your  compliance  with  their  request,  that 
Mahomed  Reza  Ehin  may  be  invested  with  the  offices 
assigned  to  him  under  the  nizamut  by  the  company. 

Your  lordships  see  here  that  Mr.  Hastings  informs  the 
nabob,  that  having  recdved  peremptory  orders  from  the  com- 
pany, he  restores  and  replaces  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n.  Ma« 
homed  Reza  Ehin  then  is  in  possession ;  and  in  possession 
by  the  best  of  all  titles,  the  orders  of  the  company.  But  you 
will  also  see  the  manner  in  which  he  evades  his  duty,  and 
▼ilifies,  in  the  eyes  of  these  miserable  country  powers,  the 
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authority  of  the  directors.     He  is  prepared,  as  usoal,  with 
a  defeasance  of  his  own  act,  and  the  manner  in  which  that 
defeasance  came  to  our  knowledge  is  this.     We  know  noth- 
ing of  this  private  affair,  till  Mr.  Hastings,  in  his  answer  he- 
fore  the  House  of  Commons,  finding  it  necessary  to  destroy 
the  validity  of  some  of  his  own  acts,  brought  forward  Sir 
John  D'Oyley.     He  was  brought  forward  before  us,  not  as  a 
witness  in  his  own  person,  for  the  defence  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
but  as  a  narrator  who  had  been  employed  by  Mr.  Hastings  as 
a  member  of  that  council,  which,  as  you  have  heard,  drew 
up  his  defence.     My  lords,  you  have  already  seen  the  public 
agency  of  this  business,  you  have  heard  read  the  public  let- 
ter sent  to  the  nabob ;  there  you  see  the  ostensible  part  of 
the  transaction.    Now  hear  the  banyan.  Sir  John  D'Oyley, 
give  an  account  of  his  part  in  it,  extracted  from  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's defence  before  the  House  of  Commons. 

^'  I  was  appointed  resident,  [at  the  court  of  the  nabob,]  on 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Byam  Martin,  in  the  month  of  Janua- 
ry, 1780,  and  took  charge  about  the  beginning  of  February, 
of  the  same  year.  The  substance  of  the  instructions  I  re- 
ceived was  to  endeavor,  by  every  means  in  my  power,  to 
conciliate  the  good  opinion  and  regard  of  the  nabob  and  his 
family,  that  I  might  be  able  to  persuade  him  to  adopt  effect- 
ual measures  for  the  better  regulation  of  his  expenses,  which 
were  understood  to  have  greatly  exceeded  his  income ;  that 
I  might  prevent  his  forming  improper  connections,  or  taking 
any  steps  derogatory  to  his  rank ;  and  by  every  means  in  my 
power  support  his  credit  and  dignity  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world;  and  with  respect  to  the  various  branches  of  his 
family,  I  was  instructed  to  endeavor  to  put  a  stop  to  the  dis- 
sensions which  had  too  frequently  prevailed  amongst  them. 
The  nabob  on  his  part  was  recommended  to  pay  the  same 
attention  to  my  advice,  as  he  would  have  done  to  that  of  the 
governor-general  in  person.  Some  time,  I  think  in  the  month 
of  February,  of  the  same  year,  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr. 
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Hastings,  purporting  that  the  critical  situation  of  affairs  re- 
quiring the  union  and  utmost  exertion  of  every  member  of 
the  government,  to  give  vigor  to  the  acts  necessary  for  its 
relief,  he  had  agreed  to  an  accommodation  with  Mr.  Francis ; 
but  to  effect  this  point  he  had  been  under  the  necessity  of 
making  some  painful  sacrifices,  and  particularly  that  of  the 
restoration  of  Mahomed  Reza  Khan  to  the  office  of  naib 
soubah,  a  measure  which  he  knew  must  be  highly  disagree- 
able to  the  nabob ;  and  which  nothing  but  the  urgent  neces- 
sity of  the  case  should  have  led  him  to  acquiesce  in ;  that 
he  relied  on  me  to  state  all  these  circumstances  in  the  most 
forcible  manner  to  the  nabob,  and  to  urge  his  compliance ; 
assuring  him  that  it  should  not  continue  longer  than  until  the 
next  advices  were  received  from  the  court  of  directors." 

Here  Mr.  Hastings  himself  lets  us  into  the  secrets  of  his 
government.  He  writes  an  ostensible  letter  to  the  nabob, 
declaring  that  what  he  does  is  in  conformity  to  the  orders  of 
the  company.  He  writes  a  private  letter  in  which  he  directs 
his  agent  to  assure  the  nabob,  that  what  he  had  done  was 
not  in  compliance  with  the  orders  of  the  company,  but  in 
consequence  of  the  anangement  he  had  made  with  Mr.  Fran- 
cis, which  arrangement  he  thought  necessary  for  the  support 
of  his  own  personal  power.  His  design,  in  thus  explaining 
the  transaction  to  the  nabob,  was,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
native  powers  from  looking  to  any  other  authority  than  his, 
and  from  having  the  least  hopes  of  redress  of  their  complaints 
from  the  justice  of  this  country  or  from  any  legal  power  in 
it.  He  therefore  tells  him,  that  Mahomed  Reza  Kbfin  was 
replaced  not  in  obedience  to  the]  orders  of  the  company,  but 
to  gratify  Mr.  Francis.  If  he  quarrels  with  Mr.  Francis,  he 
makes  that  a  reason  for  disobeying  the  o^rs  of  his  masters. 
If  he  agrees  with  him,  he  informs  the  people  concerned  in 
the  transaction  privately,  that  he  acts  not  in  consequence  of 
the  orders  that  he  has  received,  but  from  other  motives.  But 
that  is  not  all.  He  promises  that  he  will  take  the  first  op- 
portunity to  remove  Mahomed  Reza  Eh&n  from  his  office 
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again.  Thus  the  country  is  to  be  replunged  into  the  same 
distracted  and  ruined  state  in  which  it  was  before.  And  all 
this  is  laid  open  fully  and  distinctly  before  yoo.  You  have 
it  on  the  authority  of  Sir  John  D'Oyley.  Sir  John  D'Oyley 
is  a  person  in  the  secret ;  and  one  man,  who  is  in  the  secret, 
is  worth  a  thousand  ostensible  persons. 

Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  I  must  now  tell  you,  was  accord- 
ingly reinstated  in  all  his  offices,  and  the  nabob  was  reduced 
to  the  situation,  as  Mr.  Hastings,  upon  another  occasion,  de- 
scribes it,  of  a  mere  cypher.  But  mark  what  followed — 
mark  what  this  Sir  John  D'Oyley  is  made  to  tell  you,  or 
what  Mr.  Hastings  tells  you  for  him ;  for  whether  Sir  John 
D'Oyley  has  written  this  for  Mr.  Hastings,  or  Mr.  Hastings 
for  Sir  John  D'Oyley,  I  do  not  know  ;  because  they  seem, 
as  somebody  said  of  two  great  friends,  that  they  had  but  one 
will,  one  bed,  and  one  hat  bet^xnsen  them.  These  gentle- 
men who  compose  Mr.  Hastings's  council  hare  but  one  style 
of  writing  among  them  ;  so  that  it  is  impossible  for  you  to 
determine  by  which  of  the  masters  of  this  Roman  school 
any  paper  was  written,  whether  by  D'Oyley,  by  Shore,  or  by 
Hastings,  or  any  other  of  them.  They  have  a  style  in  com- 
mon ;  a  kind  of  bank  upon  which  they  hare  a  general  credit ; 
and  you  cannot  tell  to  whose  account  any  thing  is  to  be  placed. 

Bttt  to  proceed : — Sir  John  D'Oyley  says  there,  that  the 
nabob  is  reduced  again  to  a  cypher.  Now  hear  what  he 
afterwards  says  :'—<^  About  the  month  of  June,  1781,  Mr. 
Hastings,  being  then  at  Moorshedabad,  communicated  to  me 
his  intention  of  performing  his  promise  to  the  nabob,  by 
restoring  him  to  the  management  of  his  own  affairs :  "-^[that 
it  to  say,  by  restoring  Munny  Begum  again,  and  by  turn- 
ing out  Mahomed  Reza  Eh&n.]«— Your  lordships  see  that  he 
oommunicated  privately  his  intentions  to  Sir  John  D^yley, 
without  communicating  one  word  of  them  to  his  colleagues 
in  the  supreme  council ;  and  without  entering  any  minute  in 
the  records  of  the  council,  by  which  it  could  be  known  to 
the  directors.     Lastly,  in  order  to  show  you  in  what  manner 
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the  nabob  was  ta  be  restored  to  his  power,  I  refer  your  lorcb- 
ships  to  the  order  he  gave  to  Six  Jdtui  D'Oyley,  for  iovesti-^ 
gating  the  nabob's  accoimts^  and  for  drawiag  up  articles  of 
instruction  for  the  nabob's  condoet  in  the  management  of  his 
affairs.    You  will  there  see  clearly  how  he  was  restored ;  that 
is  to  say,  that  he  was  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  first 
Mussulman  in  that  country ;  the  man  most  capable  of  admin- 
istering justice,  and  whom  the  company  had  expressly  or- 
dered to  be  invested  with  that  authority,  and  to  put  him  into 
the  hands  of  Sir  John  D'Oyley.     Is  Sir  John  D'Oyley  m 
Mussulman  7 — ^Is  Sir  John  D'Oyley  fit  to  be  at  the  head  of 
such  a  government  ?    What  was  there  that  any  person  could 
see  about  him,  that  entitled  him  to,  or  made  him  a  fit  person 
to  be  entrusted  with,  this  power,  in  defiance  of  the  company's 
orders  ?    And  yet  Mahomed  Reza  Eh&n,  who  was  to  have 
the  management  of  the  nabob's  affairs,  was  himself  pat  under 
the  most  complete  and  perfect  subjection  to  this  Sir  John 
D'Oyley.    But,  in  fact,  Munny  Begum  had  the  real  influence 
in  every  thing.     Sir  John  D'Oyley  himself  was  only  Mr, 
Hastings's  instrument  there  to  preserve  it,  and  between  them 
they  pillaged  the  nabob  in  the  most  shocking  manner,  and 
must  have  done  so  to  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Hastings.— A 
letter  written  at  this  time  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  nabob  dis- 
covers the  secret  beyond  all  power  of  evasion. 

''Instructions  from  the  governor-general  to  the  nabob, 
Mobarick  ul  Dowlah,  respecting  his  conduct  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  affairs. — ^9th.  These  I  make  the  conditions  of 
the  compliance  which  the  governor-general  and  council  have 
yielded  to  your  late  requisition  ;  it  is  but  just  that  you 
should  possess  what  is  your  acknowledged  right,  but  their 
intention  would  be  defeated,  and  yoii  would  be  in  a  worse 
situation,  if  you  were  to  be  left  a  prey  without  a  guide,  until 
you  have  acquired  experience,  (which,  to  the  strength  and 
goodness  of  your  understanding,  will  be  the  work  but  of  a 
short  period,)  to  the  rapacity,  frauds,  and  artifices  of  mankind. 
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Tou  have  offered  to  give  up  the  sum  of  four  lacks  of  rupees, 
to  be  allowed  the  free  use  of  the  remainder  of  your  stipend. 
This  we  have  refused,  because  it  would  be  contrary  to  jus- 
tice.   You  should  consider  this  as  a  proof  of  the  sincerity  of 
the  above  arrangements  which  have  been  recommended  to 
you,  and  of  their  expediency  to  your  red  interest ;  and  your 
attention  to  them  will  he  a  means  of  reconciling  the  comr 
pany  to  the  resolution  which  we  have  taken,  and  which  will 
be  reported  to  them,  in  a  light  very  hurtful  both  to  you  and  to 
us,  if  an  improper  effect  should  attend  it.     These  I  have 
ordered  Sir  John  D'Oyley  to  read  in  your  presence,  and  to 
explain  them  to  you,  that  no  part  of  them  may  escape  your 
notice  ;  and  he  has  my  positive  orders,  to  remonstrate  to  you 
against  every  departure  from  them.     Upon  all  these  occa- 
sions, I  hope  and  expect,  that  you  will  give  him  a  particular 
and  cordial  attention,  and  regard  what  he  shall  say,  as  if  said 
by  myself;  for  I  know  him  to  be  a  person  of  the  strictest 
honor  and  integrity.    I  have  a  perfect  reliance  on  him,  and 
you  cannot  have  a  more  attached  or  more  disinterested  coun- 
sellor.   Although  I  desire  to  receive  your  letters  frequently, 
yet  as  many  matters  will  occur  which  cannot  so  easily  be 
explained  by  letter  as  by  conversation,  I  desire  that  you  will 
on  such  occasions  give  your  orders  to  him  respecting  such 
points  as  you  may  desire  to  have  imparted  to  me ;  and  I, 
postponing  every  other  concern,  will  give  you  an  immediate, 
and  the  most  satisfactory  reply  concerning  them." 

My  lords,  here  is  a  man  who  is  to  administer  his  own 
affairs ;  who  has  arrived  at  sufficient  age  to  supersede  the 
counsel  and  advice  of  the  great  Mahomedan  doctors,  and  the 
great  nobility  of  the  country,  and  he'  is  put  under  the  most 
absolute  guardianship  of  Sir  John.D'Oyley.  But  Mr.  Hastings 
has  given  Sir  John  D'Oyley  a  great  character.  I  cannot  con- 
firm it,  because  I  can  confirm  the  character  of  none  of  Mr. 
Hastings's  instruments.  They  must  stand  forth  here,  and 
defend  their  own  character  before  you. 
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Your  lordships  will  now  be  pleased  to  advert  to  another 
circumstance  in  this  transaction;  you  see  here  £40,000  a 
yeigr  offered  by  this  man  for  his  redemption.    I  will  give 
you,  he  says,  £40,000  a  year  to  have  the  management  of  my 
own  affairs.     Good  heavens !    Here  is  a  num  who,  according 
to  Mr.  Hastings's  assertion,  had  an  indisputable  right  to  the 
management  of  his  own  affairs,  but  at  the  same  time  was 
notoriously  so  little  fit  to  have  the  management  of  them  as 
to  be  always  under  some  corrupt  tyranny  or  other,  offers 
£40,000  a  year  out  of  his  own  revenues,  to  be  left  his  own 
master,  and  to  be  permitted  to  have  the  disqposal  of  the  re- 
mainder— -judge  you  of  the  bribery,  rapine,  and  peculation, 
which  here  stare  you  in  the  face ; — judge  .of  the  nature  and 
character  of  that  government,  for  the  management  of  which 
je40,000  out  of  £  160,000  a  year  of  its  revenue,  is  offered  by 
a  subordinate  to  the  supreme  authority  of  the  country.    This 
offer  shows,  that  at  this  time  the  nabob  had  it  not  himself. 
Who  had  it  ?    Sir  John  D'Oyley  ;  he  is  brought  forward  as 
the  person  to  whom  is  given  the.  management  of  the  whole. 
Munny  Begum  had  the  management  before  :  but,  whether  it 
be  an  Englishman,  a  Mussulman,  a  white  man,  or  a  black 
man,  a  white  woman,  or  a  black  woman,  it  is  all  Warren 
Hastings. 

With  respect  to  the  four  lacks  of  rupees,  he  gets  Sir  John 
D'Oyley,  in  the  narrative  that  he  makes  before  the  House  of 
Commons,  positively  to  deny,  in  the  strongest  manner,  and 
he  says  the  nabob  would  give  oath  of  it,  that  the  nabob  never 
gave  a  commission  to  any  one  to  make  such  an  offer.  That 
such  an  offer  was  made,  had  been  long  published  and  long  in 
print,  with  the  remarks  such  as  I  have  made  upon  it,  in  the 
ninth  report  of  the  select  committee  :  that  the  committee  had 
so  done  was  well  known  to  Mr.  Hastings  and  Sir  John 
D'Oyley  ;  not  one  word  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hastings,  not  one 
word  on  the  part  of  Sir  John  D'Oyley,  was  said  to  contradict 
it,  until  the  appearance  of  the  latter  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons.   But,  my  lords,  there  is  something  much  more  serious 
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in  this  tranaaction.  It  is  this,  that  the  evidence  piodnced  by 
Mr.  Hastings,  is  the  evidence  of  witnesses  who  are  mere 
phantoms  ;  they  are  persons  who  could  not,  under  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's government,  eat  a  bit  of  bread  but  upon  his  own  terms, 
and  they  are  brought  forward  to  give  such  evidence  as  may 
answer  his  purposes. 

You  would  naturally  have  imagined,  that  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  where  clouds  of  witnesses  had  been  before  pro- 
duced by  the  friends  and  agents  of  Mr.  Hastings,  he  would 
then  have  brought  forward  Sir  John  to  contradict  this  reported 
offer ;  but  not  a  word  from  Sir  John  D'Oyley ;  at  last  he  is 
examined  before  the  committee  of  managers ;  he  refuses  to 
answer.    Why  ?   Because  his  answers  might  criminate  him- 
self    My  lords,-  every  answer  that  mx>st  of  them  have  been 
required  to  make,  they  are  sensible  they  cannot  make,  with- 
out danger  of  criminating  themselves ;  being  all  involved  in 
the  crimes  of  the  prisoner.     He  has  corrupted  and  ruined  the 
whole  service ;  there  is  not  one ,  of  .them  that  dares  appear 
and  give  a  fair  and  full  answer,  in  any  case,  as  you  have  seen 
in  Mr.  Middleton  and  many  others,  at  your  bar. — '^  I  will 
not  answer  this  question,"  they  say,   '<  because  it  tends  to 
criminate  myself."    How  comes  it  that  the  company's  ser* 
vants  are  not  able  to  give  evidence  in  the  affairs  of  Mr.  Hast* 
ings,  without  its  tending  to  criminate  themselves  ? 

Well — Sir  John  D'Oyley  is  in  England  ;  why  is  he  not 
called  now  ?  I  have  not  the  honor  of  being  intimately  ac« 
quainted  with  him,  but  he  is  a  man  of  a  reputable  and  hooor^ 
able  family.  Why  is  he  not  called  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  verify 
the  assertion,  and  why  do  they  suffer  this  black  leaxd  to 
stand  before  your  lordships  to  be  urged  by  us,  and  to  press  it 
as  we  do  against  him  ?  If  he  knows  that  Sir  John  D'Oyley 
can  acquit  him  of  this  part  of  oar  accusation,  he  would  cet>» 
tainly  bring  him  as  a  witness  to  your  bar ;  but  be  knows  be 
cannot.  When,  therefore,  1  see  upon  your  records,  that  Sir 
John  D'Oyley  and  Mr.  Hastings  received  such  an  offer  for 
the  redemption  of  the  nabob's  affairs  out  of  their  hands,  I 
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conclude  first,  that  at  the  time  of  this  offer  the  nabob  had 
not  the  disposal  of  his  own  affairs  ;  and  secondly^  that  those^ 
who  had  the  disposal  of  them,  disposed  of  them  so  corruptly 
and  prodigally,  that  he  thought  they  could  hardly  be  re- 
deemed at  too  high  a  price.     What  explanation  of  this  mat- 
ter has  been  attempted  ?     There  is  no  explanation  given  of  it 
at  ail.     It  stands  clear,  full,  bare  in  all  its  nakedness  before 
you.    They  have  nbt  attempted  to  produce  the  least  evidence 
against  it     Therefore,  in  that  state  I  leave  it  with  you,  and 
I  shall  only  add,  that  Mr.  Hastings  continued  to  make  Munny 
Begum  the  first  object  of  his  attention  ;  and  that,  though  he 
could  not  entirely  remove  Mahomed  Reza  Khan  from  the 
seat  of  justice,  he  was  made  a  cypher  in  it.     All  his  other 
offices  were  taken  out  of  his  hands  and  put  into  the  hands  of 
Sir  John  D^Oyley,  directly  contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  com- 
pany, which  certainly  implied  the  restitution  of  Mahomed 
Reza  Khan  to  ail  the  offices  which  he  had  before  held.     He| 
was  stripped  of  every  thing  but  a  feeble  administration  of 
justice,  which,  I  take  for  granted,  could  not,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, have  been  much  better  in  his  hands,  than  it  had 
been  in  Sudder  ul  Hoe  Khan's.    ' 

Mr.  Hastings's  protection  of  this  woman  continued  to  the 
last ;  and  when  he  was  going  ^way,  on  the  3d  of  November, 
1783,  he  wrote  a  sentimental  letter  to  the  court  of  directors 
in  her  praise.  This  letter  was  transmitted  without  having 
been  commuiucated  to  the  council.  You  have  heard  of  deli- 
cate affidavits  ;  here  you  have  a  sentimental  official  despatch. 
Your  lordships  will  find  it  in  page  1092  and  1093  of  your 
printed  minutes.  He  writes  in  such  a  delicate,  sentimental 
strain  of  this  woman,  that  I  will  venture  to  say  you  will  not 
find  in  all  the  Arcadia,  in  all  the  novels  and  romances  that 
ever  were  published,  an  instance  of  a  greater,  a  more  con- 
stant, and  more  ardent  affection,  defying  time,  ugliness,  and 
old  age,  did  ever  exist,  than  existed  in  Mr.  Hastings  towards 
this  old  woman,  Munny  Begum.  As  cases  of  this  kind,  cases 
of  gallantry  abounding  in  sentimental  expressions,  are  rare  in 
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the  company'B  records,  I  recommend  it  as  a  curiosity  to  your 
lordships'  reading,  as  well  as  a  proof  of  what  is  the  great 
spring  and  movement  of  all  the  prisoner's  actions.  On  this 
occasion  he  thus  speaks  of  Munny  Begum. 

"  She  too  became  the  victim  of  your  policy,  and  of  the 
resentments  which  succeeded.  Something  too  she  owed  of 
the  source  of  her  misfortunes  to  the  belief  of  the  personal 
^  gratitude,  which  she  might  entertain  for  the  public  attention 
which  I  have  shown  to  her ;  yet  exposed  as  she  was  to  a 
treatment,  which  a  ruffian  would  have  shuddered  at  com- 
mitting, and  which  no  recollection  of  past  enmities  shall 
compel  me  to  believe,  even  for  a  moment,  proceeded  from 
any  commission  of  authority,  she  still  maintained  the  deco- 
rum of  her  character ;  nor  even  then,  nor  before,  nor  since 
that  period,  has  the  malice  of  calumny  ever  dared  to  breathe 
on  her  reputation." 

Delicate !  sentimental ! — "  Pardon,  honorable  sirs,  this 
freedom  of  expostulation ;  I  must  in  honest  truth  repeat,  that 
your  commands  laid  the  first  foundation  of  her  misfortunes ; 
to  your  equity  she  has  now  recourse  through  me  for  their 
alleviation,  that  ^he  may  pass  the  remainder  of  her  life  in  a 
state  which  may  at  least  efface  the  remembrance  of  the  years 
of  her  affliction  ;  and  to  yo]ar  humanity  she  and  an  unseen 
multitude  of  the  most  helpless  of  her  sex  cry  for  subsist- 
ence." 

Moving  and  pathetic ! — ^I  wish  to  recottimend  every  word 
of  this  letter  to  your  lordships'  consideration,  as  a  model  and 
pattern  of  perfection.  Observe  his  pity  for  a  woman  who 
had  suffered  such  treatment  from  the  servants  of  the  company 
(a  parcel  of  ruffians) — ^treatment  that  a  ruffian  would  be 
ashamed  of!  Your  lordships  have  seen,  in  the  evidence, 
what  this  ruffianism  was.  It  was  neither  more  nor  less  than 
what  was  necessary  in  order  to  get  at  the  accounts,  which 
she  concealed^  as  his  own  corrupt  transactions.     She  was 
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told,  indeed,  that  she  must  privately  remove  to  another  house, 
whilst  her  papers  were  examining.  Mr.  Hastings  can  never 
forget  this.  He  cannot  believe  that' any  body  dare  send  such 
an  order,  and  he  calls  upon  you  to  consider  the  helplessness 
of  their  sex,  and  the  affronts  offered  to  women. 

For  heavens'  sake,  my  lords,  recollect  the  manner  in  which 
Mr.  Hastings  and  his  creatures  treated  the  begums  of  Oude, 
and  consider  that  this  woman  was  only  threatened,  (for  the 
threat  was  never  attempted  to  be  executed,)  that  she  must,  if 
she  did  not  deliver  up  the  accounts,  probably  be  removed  to 
another  house,  and  leave  the  accounts  behind  her.  This  blot 
can  never  be  effaced ;  and  for  this  he  desires  the  court  of 
directors  to  make  her  a  large  allowance  to  comfort  her  in  her 
old  age.  In  this  situation,  Mr.  Hastings  leaves  her.  He 
leaves  in  the  situation  I  have  described  the  justice  of  the 
country.  The  only  concern  he  has  at  parting  is,  that  this 
woman  may  have  a  large  allowance. 

But  I  have  yet  to  tell  your  lordships,  and  it  appears  upon 
your  printed  minutes,  that  this  woman  had  a  way  of  comforting 
herself: — for  old  ladies  of  that  description,  who  have  passed 
their  youth  in  amusements,  in  dancing,  and  in  gallantries,  in 
their  old  age  are  apt  to  take  comfort  in  brandy.  This  lady 
was  a  smuggler,  and  had  influence  enough  to  avoid  payment 
of  the  duty  on  spirits,  in  which  article  she  is  the  largest 
dealer  in  the  district ;  as  indeed  she  is  in  almost  every  species 
of  trade.  Thus  your  lordships  see  that  this  sentimental  lady, 
whom  Mr.  Hastings  recommends  to  the  directors,  had  ways 
of  comforting  herself.  She  carried  on,  notwithstanding  her 
dignity,  a  trade  in  spirits.  Now  a  Mahomedan  of  distinction 
never  carries  on  any  trade  at  all ;  it  is  an  unknown  thing  ; 
very  few  Mahomedans  of  any  rank  carry  on  any  trade  at  all ; 
but  that  a  Mahomedan  should  carry  on  a  trade  in  spirits  is  a 
prodigy,  never  heard  of  before ;  for  a  woman  of  quality,  for 
a  woman  of  sentiment,  to  become  a  dealer  in  spirits  is,  my 
lords,  a  thing  reserved  for  the  sentimental  age  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings ;  and  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  no  man  or  woman  could 
30* 
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attempt  any  such  trade  in  India,  without  being  dishonored, 
ruined  in  character,  and  disgraced  by  it.  But  she  appears 
not  only  to  have  been  a  dealer  in  it,  but,  through  the  influ- 
ence which  Mr.  Hastings  gave  her,  to  have  monopolized  the 
trade  in  brandy,  and  to  have  evaded  the  duties.  This  then 
is  the  state  in  which  we  leave  the  two  sentimental  lovers, 
the  one  consoling  herself  with  brandy,  the  other  wheedling, 
and  whining ;  and,  as  Swift  describes  the  progress  of  an  in- 
trigue in  some  respects  similar,  which  he  calls  the  progress 
of  lovcj  whereas  this  is  the  progress  of  sentiment, 

"  They  keep  at  Staines  the  Old  Blue  Boar, 
Are  cat  and  dog,  and  rogue  and  whore." 

Here  they  set  up  the  sign  of  the  Old  Blue  Boar.  Munny 
Begum  monopolizes  the  trade  in  spirits ;  and  hence  she  and 
Mr.  Hastings  commence  their  sentimental  correspondence. 
And  now  having  done  with  this  progress  of  love,  we  return 
to  the  progress  of  justice. 

We  have  seen  how  Sudder  ul  Hoe  Khan,  the  chief  justice 
of  Mr:  Hastings's  own  nomination,  was  treated-  Now  you 
shall  see  how  justice  was  left  to  shift  for  herself  under  Ma- 
homed Reza  KhAn.  In  page  1280  of  your  lordships'  min- 
utes, you  will  see  the  progress  of  all  these  enormities,  of 
Munny  Begum's  dealing  in  spirits,  of  her  engrossing  the 
trade,  of  her  evading  duties,  and  lastly,  the  extinction  of  all 
order  in  that  country  and  the  funeral  of  justice  itself.  Mr. 
Shore's  evidence  respecting  this  state  of  the  country  will  ad- 
mit of  no  doubt. 

Mr.  Shore^s  remarks  accompanying  the  govemor-generaPs 
minutes  of  the  I8th  May,  1785.  "  Fouzdarry  jurisdiction. 
— Of  the  fouzdarry  jurisdiction  nothing  has  yet  been  said. 
In  this  department  criminal  justice  is  administered,  and  it  is 
the  only  office  left  to  the  nabob. — I  do  not  see  any  particular 
reason  for  changing  the  system  itself,  and  perhaps  it  would 
on  many  accounts  be  improper ;  but  some  regulations  are 
highly  necessary.  Mahomed  Reza  is  at  the  head  of  this  de- 
partment, and  is  the  only  person  I  know  in  the  country  quali- 
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fied  for  it.  If  he  were  left  to  himself,  I  have  not  a  doubt 
but  he  would  conduct  it  well ;  but  he  is  so  circumscribed  by 
recommendations  of  particular  persons,  and  by  the  protection 
held  out  to  his  6f5cers  by  Europeans,  that  to  my  knowledge 
he  has  not  been  able  to  punish  them,  even  when  they  have 
been  convicted  of  the  greatest  enormities ,'  and  he  has  often 
on  this  account  been  blamed,  where  his  hands  were  tied  up." 

My  lords,  you  now  see  in  this  minute  of  Sir  John  Shore, 
now  governor-general  of  Bengal,  one  of  Mr.  Hastings's  own 
committee  for  drawing  up  his  defence,  the  review  which  he 
had  just  then  taken  of  the  ruiris  of  the  government,  which 
had  been  left  to  him  by  Mr.  Hastings.  You  see  here  not  the 
little,  paltry  things,  which  might  deserve  in  their  causes  the 
animadversion  of  a  rough  satirist,  like  Doctor  Swift,  whom  I 
have  just  quoted  ;  but  you  see  things  ten  thousand  times 
more  serious ;  things  that  deserve  the  thunderbolt  of  vindic- 
tive justice  upon  the  head  of  the  prisoner  at  your  bar.  For 
you  see  that  after  he  had  ostensibly  restored  Mahomed  Reza 
Khan,  the  man  who  could  and  would  have  executed  his  of- 
fice with  fidelity  and  effect,  the  man  who  was  fit  for  and 
disposed  to  do  his  duty,  there  was  still  neither  law,  order, 
nor  justice  in  the  country.  Why  ?  Because  of  the  interpo- 
sition of  Europeans,  and  men  who  must  have  been  patronized 
and  supported  by  Europeans.  All  this  happened  before  Mr. 
Hastings's  departure  ;  so  that  the  whole  efiect  of  the  new 
arrangement  of  government  was  known  to  him  before  he  left 
Calcutta.  The  same  pretended  remedy  was  applied.  But 
in  fact  he  left  this  woman  in  the  full  possession  of  her  pow- 
er. His  last  thoughts  were  for  her ;  for  the  justice  of  the 
country,  for  the  peace  and  security  of  the  people  of  Bengal, 
he  took  no  kind  of  care  ;  these  great  interests  were  left  to 
the  mercy  of  the  woman  and  her  European  associates. 

My  lords,  I  have  taken  some  pains  in  giving  you  this  his- 
tory. I  have  shown  you  his  open  acts  and  secret  stratagems, 
in  direct  rebellion  to  the  court  of  directors;  his  double  gov- 
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ernment,  his  false  pretences  of  restoring  the  nabob's  indepen- 
dence, leading  in  effect  to  a  most  servile  dependence,  even  to 
the  prohibition  of  the  approach  of  any  one,  native  or  Euro- 
pean, near  him,  but  through  the  intervention  of  Sir  John 
D'Oyley. — I  therefore  again  repeat  it,  that  Sir  John  D'Oyley, 
and  the  English  gentlemen  who  were  patronized  and  counte- 
nanced by  Mr.  Hastings,  had  wrought  all  that  havoc  in  the 
country  before  Mr.  Hastings  left  it. 

I  have  particularly  dwelt  upon  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice, because  I  consider  it  as  the  source  of  all  good  ;  and  the 
mal-administration  of  it,  as  the  source  of  all  evil  in  the 
country.  Your  lordships  have  heard  how  it  was  totally  de- 
stroyed by  Mr.  Hastings  through  Sir  John  D'Oyley,  who 
was  sent  there  by  him  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  clandes- 
tine government  of  corruption  and  peculation.  This  part  of 
our  charge  speaks  for  itself ;  and  I  shall  dismiss  it  with  a  sin- 
gle observation  ;  that  not  the  least  trace  of  an  account  of  all 
these  vast  sums  of  money,  delivered  into  the  hands  of  Sir  John 
D'Oyley  for  the  use  of  the  nabob,  appears  in  any  part  of  the 
company's  records.  The  undeniable  inferences,  to  be  drawn 
from  this  fact  are  first,  that  wherever  we  find  concealment 
of  money  and  the  ceasing  of  an  account,  there  has  been 
fraud : — and  secondly,  that  if  we  find  this  concealment  ac- 
companied with  the  devastation  of  a  country,  and  the  ex- 
tinction of  justice  in  it,  that  devastation  of  the  country  and 
that  extinction  of  justice  have  been  the  result  of  that  frau- 
dulent peculation. 

I  am  sure  your  lordships  will  not  think  that  a  charge  of 
the  annihilation  of  administrative  justice,  in  which  the  hap- 
piness and  prosperity  of  a  great  body  of  nobility,  of  nume- 
rous, ancient,  and  respectable  families,  and  of  the  inhabi- 
tants in  general  of  extensive  and  populous  provinces  are 
concerned,  can,  if  it  stood  single  and  alone,  be  a  matter  of 
trifling  moment.  And  in  favor  of  whom  do  all  these  sacri- 
fices appear  to  have  been  made  ?  In  favor  of  an  old  prosti- 
tute ;  who,  if  shown  to  your  lordships  here,  like  Helen  to 
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the  coansellors  of  Troy,  would  not,  I  think,  be  admitted  to 
have  charms  that  could  palliate  this  man's  abominable  con- 
duct ;  you  would  not  cry  out  with  them — 

Tot^  ^  ofupl  yvwhmI  nolvv  j|r^ovoy  aly**!^  7rcufj(aiv** 

For  I  will  fairly  say,  that  there  are  some  passions  that  have 
their  excuses ;  but  the  passion  towards  this  woman  was  the 
passion  of  avarice  and  rapacity  only, — a  passion  indeed  which 
lasted  to  the  end  of  his  government,  and  for  which  he  defied 
the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  rebelled  against  his  mas- 
ters, and  finally  subverted  the  justice  of  a  great  country. 

My  lords,  I  have  done  with  this  business.  I  come  next 
to  the  third  division  of  the  natives,  those  who  form  the  land- 
ed interest  of  the  country.  A  few  words  only  will  be  ne- 
cessary upon  this  part  of  the  subject.  The  fact  is,  that  Mr. 
Hastings,  at  one  stroke,  put  up  the  property  of  all  the  no- 

^  bility  and  gentry,  and  of  all  the  freeholders — ^in  short,  the 
whole  landed  interests  of  Bengal,  to  a  public  auction,  and  let 
it  to  the  highest  bidder.  I  will  make  no  observations  upon 
the  nature  of  this  measure  to  your  lordships,  who  represent 
so  large  a  part  of  the  dignity,  together  with  so  large  a  part  of 

/the  landed  interest  of  this  kingdom  ;  though,  I  think,  that, 
even  under  your  lordships'  restrictive  order,  I  am  entitled  so 
to  do  ;  because  we  have  examined  some  witnesses  upon  this 
point,  in  the  revenue  charge.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  it  is  in 
evidence  before  your  lordships,  that  this  sale  was  ordered. 
Mr.  Hastings  does  not  deny  it.  He  says,  indeed,  he  did  it, 
not  with  an  ill  intention.  My  answer  is,  that  it  could  have 
been  done  with  no  other  than  a  bad  intention.  The  owners 
of  the  land  had  no  way  left  to  save  themselves  but  to  be- 
come farmers  of  their  own  estates,  and  from  the  competition 
which  naturally  took  place,  and  he  himself  declared,  that 
the  persons,  whether  owners  or  strangers,  to  whom  he  let 
the  lands,  had  agreed  to  rents  which  surpassed  their  abilities 
to  pay.    I  need  not  tell  you,  what  must  have  been  the  conse^ 
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qaenoe,  when  it  got  into  sach  rapacious  handSf  and  was  taken 
out*of  the  hands  of  its  natural  proprietors ;  that  the  pubUc 
revenue  had  snnk  aud  lost  by  it ;  and  that  the  country  was 
wasted  and  destroyed.  I. leave  it  to  your  lordships'  own 
meditation  and  reflection ;  and  I  shall  not  press  it  one  step 
further,  than  just  to  remind  you  of  what  has  been  so  well 
opened  and  pressed  by  my  fellow  managers.  He,  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, confesses,  that  he  let  the  lands  to  his  own  banyans ;  he 
took  his  own  domestic  servants  and  put  them  in  the  houses 
of  the  nobility  of  the  country  ;  and  this  he  did  in  direct  vio- 
lation of  an  express  order  made  by  himself,  that  no  banyan 
of  a  collector  (the  spirit  of  which  order  implied  ten  thousand 
times  more  strongly  the  exclusion  of  any  banyans  of  a  gov- 
ernor-general) should  have  any  one  of  those  farms.  We  also 
findj  that  he  made  a  regulation,  that  no  farmers  should  rent 
more  than  a  lack  of  rupees ;  but  at  the  same  time  we  find 
bis  banyans  holding  several  farms  to  more  than  that  amount 
In  short,  we  find,  that  in  every  instance  where,  under  some 
plausible  pretence  or  other,  the  fixed  regulations  are  violated, 
it  touches  him  so  closely  as  to  make  it  absolutely  impossible 
not  to  suppose  that  he  himself  had  the  advantage  of  it 

For,  in  the  first  place,  you  have  proof  that  he  does  take 
bribes,  and  that  he  has  corrupt  dealings.  This  is  what  he 
admits  ,*  but  he  says,  that  he  has  done  it  from  public-spirited 
motives.  Now  there  is  a  rule  formed  upon  a  just,  solid  pre- 
sumption of  law,  that  if  you  find  a  man  guilty  of  one 
ofience  contrary  to  known  law,  whenever  there  is  a  suspi- 
eious  ease  against  him  of  the  same  nature,  the  ontis  probandi 
that  he  is  not  guilty  is  turned  upon  hinL  Therefore,  when 
I  find  the  regulations  broken,  when  I  find  farms  given  of 
more  than  a  lack  of  ruj^ees,  when  I  find  them  given  to  the 
governor-general^s  own  banyan,  contrary  to  the  principle  of 
the  regulation— contrary,  I  say,  in  the  strongest  way  to  it  ; 
when  I  find  that  he  accumulates  farms  beyond  the  regulated 
number ;  when  I  find  all  these  things  done,  and  besides  that 
the  banyan  has  great  balances^  of  account  against  him,  then, 
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by  the  presumption  of  law,  I  am  bonnd  to  believe  that  ail 
this  was  done  not  for  the  servants,  but  for  the  master. 

It  is  possible  Mr.  Hastings  might  really  be  in  love  with 
Munny  Begum  ;  be  it  so — ^many  great  men  have  played  the 
fool  for  prostitutes,  from  Mark  Antony's  days  downwards ; 
but  no  man  ever  fell  in  love  with  his  own  banyan.  The  per- 
sons for  whom  Mr.  Hastings  was  guilty  of  all  this  rapine  and 
oppression  have  neither  relations  nor  kindred  whom  they 
own ;  nor  does  any  trace  of  friendship  exist  among  them ; 
they  do  not  live  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  any  one  ;  they 
are  good  fellows  and  bottle  companions. 

I  must  now  proceed  to  observe  upon  another  matter,  which 
has  been  stated  to  your  lordsliips— ^namely,  that  as  soon  as  he 
obtained  the  majority  in  the  council  (that  beginning  of  all 
evils,  that  opening  of  Pandora's  box)  by  the  death  of  Gene- 
ral Clavering  and  Colonel  Monson,  the  first  thing  he  did  was 
to  appoint  a  commission,  called  an  aumeentf,  to  go  through 
the  whole  country,  to  enter  every  man's  house,  to  examine 
his  title  deeds,  and  to  demand  his  papers  of  accounts  of  every 
kind,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  himself  to  take  advantage 
of  the  hopes  and  fears  of  all  the  parties  concerned,  and  thus 
to  ravage  and  destroy  all  their  property. 

And  whom  does^  he  place  at  tlie  head  of  this  commission 
to  be  the  manager  of  the  whole  affair  ?  Gunga  Govin  Sing, 
another  banyan  of  his,  and  one  of  his  own  domestic  servants. 
This  we  have  discovered  lately,  and  not  without  some  sur- 
prise ;  for  though  I  knew  he  kept  a  rogue  in  his  house,  yet 
I  did  not  think  that  it  was  a  common  receptacle  of  thieves 
and  robbers. — I  did  not  know  till  lately,  that  this  Gunga 
Govin  Sing  was  his  domestic  servant ;  but  Mr.  Hastings,  in 
a  letter  to  the  court  of  directors,  calls  him  his  faithful  do- 
mestic servant,  and  as  such  calls  upon  the  company  to  reward 
him.  To  this  banyan  all  the  company's  servants  are  made 
subject ;  they  are  bound  to  obey  all  his  orders,  and  those  of 
his  committee.  I  hope  I  need  not  tell  your  lordships  what 
sort  of  stuff  this  committee  w^s  made  of,  by  which  Gunga 
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Govin  Sing  was  enabled  to  ravage  the  whole  coiintr7.  Bat, 
say  his  counsel,  Mr.  Hastings  thought  that  the  value  of  the 
lands  was  thoroughly  known  ;  they  had  been  investigated 
three  times  over,  and  they  .were  all  let  by  public  auction  to 
the  highest  bidder.  This  may  or  may  not  be  a  true  test  of 
their  value :  but  it  is  a  test  which,  as  it  led  to  the  almost 
entire  confiscation  of  the  landed  interest  of  Bengal,  Bahar, 
and  Orissa,  three  great  kingdoms,  by  a  dash  of  that  xnan^s 
pen,  into  the  hands  of  his  banyans  and  creatures,  I  can  never 
think  of  it,  or  of  its  author,  without  horror. 

Some  people  say  you  ought  to  hate  the  crime  and  love 
the  criminal.  No  ;  that  is  the  language  of  false  morality ;  you 
ought  to  hate  the  crime  and  the  criminal,  if  the  crime  is  of 
magnitude.  If  the  crime  is  a  small  one,  then  you  ought  to 
be  angry  with  the  crime  and  reluctant  to  punish  the  criminal ; 
but  when  there  are  great  crimes,  then  you  may  hate  them 
together.  What !  Am  I  to  love  Nero  ?  To  fall  in  love 
with  Heliogabalus  ?  Is  Domitian  to  be  the  subject  of  my 
affection  ?  No  ;  we  hate  the  crime  and  we  hate  the  criminal 
ten  times  more ;  and  if  I  use  indignant  language,  if  I  use 
the  language  of  scorn  and  horror  with  respect  to  the  criminal, 
I  use  the  language  that  becomes  me. 

But,  says  one  of  the  counsel,  the  company  might  possess 
a  knowledge  of  the  country  in  general,  but  they  could  not 
know  every  beegah  of  it,  (about  the  third  part  of  an  acre  of 
land,)  without  such  a  commission.  That  is  to  say,  you 
could  not  squeeze  every  thing  out  of  the  people,  without 
ordering  such  a  villain  as  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  (I  call  things 
by  their  names,)  that  most  atrocious  and  wicked  instru- 
ment of  the  most  atrocious  and  wicked  tyranny,  to  examine 
every  man's  papers — to  oblige  every  man  to  produce  his 
titles  and  accounts  upon  pain  of  criminal  punishment,  to  be 
inflicted  at  the  discretion  of  this  commissioner,  this  Gunga 
Govin  Sing.  For  an  account  of  these  acts,  and  for  a  de- 
scription of  an  aumeeny,  I  refer  your  lordships  to  the  evi- 
dence in  your  minutes,  from  page   1287  to  1301,  and  I  pass 
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on,  expressing  only  my  horror  and  detestation  at  it,  and  wish- 
ing to  kindle  in  your  lordships'  minds  the  same  horror  and 
detestation  of  it. 

Thus  you  see,  that  Mr.  Hastings  was  not  satisfied  with  a 
confiscation  only.  He  comes  just  afterwards  with  a  blister 
upon  the  sore.  He  lets  loose  another  set  of  ravagers  and  in- 
quisitors upon  them,  under  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  and  these  poor 
people  are  ravaged  by  the  whole  tribe  of  Calcutta  banyans. 

Mr.  Hastings  has  himself  defined  an  aumeeu  in  page  1022, 
where  he  states  that  Nundcomar  desired  him  to  make  his  son 
an  aumeen.  ''  The  promise  which  he  (Nundcomar)  says  I 
made  him,  that  he  should  be  constituted  aumeen,  that  is, 
inquisitor-general  over  the  whole  country,  and  that  I  would 
delegate  to  him  my  whole  power  and  influence,  is  something 
more  than  a  negative  falsehood."  He  justly  and  naturally 
reprobates  the  proposition  of  appointing  an  inquisitor-general 
over  the  whole  country ;  and  yet  we  see  him  afterwards  ap- 
pointing Gunga  Govin  Sing  such  an  inquisitor*general  over 
the  whole  country,  in  order  that^a  beegah  of  land  should  not 
escape  him. 

Let  us  see  how  all  this  ended,  and  what  it  is  that  leads  me 
directly  to  the  presumption  of  corruption  against  him  in  this 
wicked  aumeeny  scheme.  Now  I  will  admit  the  whole 
scheme  to  have  been  well  intended  ;  I  will  forgive  the  let- 
ting all  the  lands  of  Bengal  by  public  auction  ;  I  will  forgive 
all  he  has  done  with  regard  to  his  banyans ;  I  shall  foigive 
him  even  this  commission  itself,  if  he  will  show  your  lord- 
ships, that  there  was  the  smallest  use  made  of  it,  with  regard 
to  the  settlement  of  the  revenues  of  the  company.  If  there 
was  not,  then  there  is  obviously  one  use  only  that  could  be 
made  of  it,  namely,  to  put  all  the  people  of  the  whole  coun- 
try under  obedience  to  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  What  then  was 
done  ?  Titles  and  accounts  were  exacted  ;  the  estimate  was 
made,  acre  by  acre  ;  but  we  have  not  been  able  to  find  one 
word  on  their  records  of  any  return  that  was  laade  to  the 
company  of  this  investigation,  or  of  any  settlement  or  ) 
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ment  of  the  country  founded  upon  it,  or  of  any  regulation 
that  was  established  upon  it.  Therefore,  as  an  honest  man, 
who  is  standing  here  for  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  I 
must  not  give  way  to  any  idle  doubts  and  ridiculous  suppo- 
sitions. I  cannot,  I  say,  entertain  any  doubts,  that  the  only 
purpose  it  was  designed  to  answer  was,  to  subject  the  whole 
landed  interest  of  the  country  to  the  cruel  inquisition  of 
Gunga  Govin  Sing,  and  to  the  cruel  purposes  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings. Show  me  another  purpose,  and  I  will  give  up  the  argu- 
ment; for  if  there  are  two  ways  of  accounting  for  the  same 
act,  it  is  possible  it  may  be  attributed  to  the  better  motive  ; 
but  when  we  see  that  a  bad  thing  was  done  under  pretence 
of  some  good,  we  must  attach  a  bad  motive  to  it  if  the  pre- 
tence be  never  fulfilled. 

I  have  now  done  with  the  landed  interest  of  Bengal.  I 
have  omitted  much,  which  might  have  been  pressed  upon 
your  lordships,  not  from  any  indisposition  to  remark  upon 
the  matter  more  fully,  but  because  it  has  been  done  already 
by  abler  persons.  I  only  wished  to  make  some  practical  infer- 
ences, which,  perhaps,  in  the  hurry  of  my  brother  managers 
might  possibly  have  escaped  them  ;  I  wished  to  show  you 
that  one  system  of  known  or  justly  presumed  corruption 
pervades  the  whole  of  this  business,  from  one  end  to  the 
other.  Having  thus  disposed  of  the  native  landed  interest, 
and  the  native  zemindars  or  land-^holders  of  the  country,  I 
pass  to  the  English  government. 

My  lords,  when  we  have  shown  plainly  the  utter  extinc- 
tion of  the  native  Mahomedan  government ;  when  we  have 
shown  the  extinction  of  the  native  landed  interest ;  what 
hope  can  there  be  for  that  afflicted  country,  but  in  the  servants 
of  the  company  ?  When  we  have  shown  the  corrupt  state 
of  that  service,  what  hope  but  from  the  court  of  directors  ? 
What  hope  but  in  the  superintending  control  of  British  tribu- 
nals? I  think  as  well  of  the  body  of  my  countrymen  as 
any  man  can  do.  I  do  not  think  that  any  man,  sent  out  to 
India,  is  sent  with  an  ill  purpose,  or  goes  out  with  bad  dispo- 
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8itions.  No.  I  think  the.  young  men  who  go  there  are  fair 
and  faithful  representatives  of  the  people  of  the  same  age  ; 
uncorruptedy  but  corruptible  from  their  age,  as  we  all  are. 
They  are  sent  there  young.  There  is  but  one  thing  held  out 
to  them — ^You  are  going  to  make  your  fortune.  The  com^ 
pauy's  service  is  to  be  the  restoration  of  decayed  noble 
families ;  it  is  to  be  the  renovation  of  old  and  the  making  of 
new  ones.  Now  when  such  a  set  of  young  men  are  sent 
out  with  these  hopes  and  views,  and  with  little  education  or 
a  very  imperfect  onef  when  these  people,  from  whatever 
rank  of  life  selected  ;  many  from  the  best ;  most  from  the 
middling ;  very  few  from  the  lowest ;  but  high,  middling, 
or  low,  they  are  sent  out  to  make  two  things  coincide,  which 
the  wit  of  man  was  never  able  to  unite — to  make  their  for* 
tune  and  form  their  education,  at  once.  What  is  the  educa- 
tion, of  the  generality  of  the  world  ?  Reading  a  parcel  of 
books?  No.  Restraint  of  discipline,  emulation,  examples 
of  virtues  and  of  justice,  form  the  .  education  of  the  world. 
If  the  company's  servants  have  not  that  education,  and  are 
left  to  give  loose  to  their  natural  passions,  some  would  be 
corrupt  of  course,  and  some  would  be  uncorrupt ;  but  prob- 
ably the  majority  of  them  would  be  inclined  to  pursue  mod- 
erate courses  between  these  two.  Now  I  am  to  show  you 
that  Mr.  Hastings  left  these  servants  but  this  alternative — ^be 
starved ;  be  depressed ;  be  ruined ;  disappoint  the  hopes  of 
your  families :  or  be  my  slaves ;  be  ready  to  be  subservient 
to  me  in  every  iniquity  I  shall  order  you  to  commit,  and  to 
conceal  every  thing  I  shall  wish  you  to  conceal.  This  was 
the  state  of  the  service ;  therefore  the  Commons  did  well  and 
wisely,  when  they  sent  us  here  not  to  attack  this  or  that 
servant  who  may  have  peculated ;  but  to  punish  the  man 
who  was  sent  to  reform  abuses,  and  to  make  Bengal  furnish 
to  the  world  a  brilliant  example  of  British  justice.  I  shall 
now  jvoceed  to  state  briefly  the  abuses  of  the  company's 
government ;  to  show  you  what  Mr.  Hastings  was  expected 
to  do  for  their  reformation  ;  and  what  he  actually  did  do ;  I 
shall  then  show  your  lordships  the  effects  of  the  whole. 
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I  shall  begin  by  reading  to  your  lordships  an  extract  from 
the  directors'  letter  to  Bengal,  of  the  7th  April,  1773 ; — 
"  We  wish  we  could  refute  the  observ^ation,  that  almost  every 
attempt,  made  by  us  and  our  administrations  at  your  presi- 
dency for  the  reforming  of  abuses,  has  rather  increased  them, 
and  added  to  the  miseries  of  the  country  we  are  anxious  to 
protect  and  cherish.  The  truth  of  this  observation  appears 
fully  in  the  late  appointment  of  supervisors  and  chiefs — 
instituted  as  they  were,  to  give  relief  to  the  industrious  ten- 
ants, to  improve  and  enlarge  our  investments,  to  destroy 
monopolies,  and  retrench  expenses,  the  end  has  by  no  means 
been  answerable  to  the  institution.  Are  not  the  tenants 
more  than  ever  oppressed  and  wretched  ?  Are  our  invest- 
ments improved  ?  Have  not  the  raw  silk  and  cocoons  been 
raised  upon  us  fifty  per  cent,  in  price  ?  We  can  hardly  say 
what  has  not  been  made  a  monopoly  ;  and  as  to  the  expenses 
of  your  presideacy,  they  are  at  length  settled  to  a  degree  we 
are  no  longer  able  to  support.  These  facts  (for  such  they  are) 
should  have  been  stated  to  us  as  capital  reasons,  why  neither 
our  orders  of  1771,  nor  indeed  any  regulations  whatever, 
could  be  carried  into  execution.  But,  perhaps,  as  this  would 
have  proved  too  much,  it  was  not  suggested  to  us ;  for  noth- 
ing could  more  plainly  indicate  a  state  of  anarchy,  and  that 
there  was  no  government  existing  in  our  servants  at  Bengal. 

^'  And  therefore,  when  oppression  pervades  the  whole  coun- 
try, when  youths  have  been  suffered  with  impunity  to  exei^ 
cise. sovereign  jurisdiction  over  the  natives,  and  to  acquire 
rapid  fortunes  by  monopolizing  of  commerce,  it  cannot  be 
a  wonder  to  us  or  yourselves,  that  dadney  merchants  do  not 
come  forward  to  contract  with  the  company,  that  the  manu- 
factures find  their  way  through  foreign  channels,  or  that  our 
investments  afe  at  once  enormously  desu:,  and  of  a  debased 
quality. 

"  It  is  evident  then  that  the  evils,  which  have  been  so  de^ 
structive  to  us,  iie  too  deep  for  any  partial  plans  to  reach  or 
correct ;  it  is  therefore  our  resolution  to  aim  at  the  root  of 
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those  evils,  and  we  are  happy  in  haying  reason  to  believe 
that  in  every  just  and  necessary  regulation,  we  shall  meet 
with  the  approbation  and  support  of  the  legislature,  who 
consider  the  public  as  materially  interested  in  the  company's 
prosperity. 

'^  In  order  to  effectuate  this  great  end,  the  first  step  must 
be  to  restore  perfect  obedience  and  due  subordination  to  your 
administration.  Our  governor  and  council  must  reassume 
and  exercise  their  delegated  powers  upon  every  just  occasion ; 
punish  delinquents,,  cherish  the  meritorious,  discountenance 
that  luxury  and  dissipation  which,  to  the  reproach  of  govern- 
ment, prevailed  in  Bengal.  Our  president,  Mr.  Hastings,  we 
trust,  will  set  the  example  of  temperance,  economy,  and  ap- 
plication ;  and  upon  this,  we  are  sensible,  much  will  depend. 
And  here  we  take  occasion  to  indulge  the  pleasure  we  have 
in  acknowledging  Mr.  Hastings's  services  upon  the  coast  of 
Choromandel,  in  constructing,  with  equal  labor  and  ability, 
the  plan  which  has  so  much  improved  our  investments  there  ; 
and  as  we  are  persuaded  he  will  persevere  in  the  same  laud- 
able pursuit  through  every  branch  of  our  affairs  in  Bengal, 
he,  .in  return,  may  depend  on  the  steady  support  and  favor  of 
his  employers. 

"  Your  settlement  being  thus  put  into  a  train  of  reform, 
(without  which  indeed  all  regulations  will  prove  ineffectual,) 
you  are  next  to  revert  to  the  old  system,  when  the  business 
of  your  presidency  was  principally  performed  by  our  own 
servants,  who  then  had  knowledge  of  our  investments,  and 
every  other  department  of  our  concerns ;  you  will  therefore 
fill  the  several  offices  with  the  factors  and  writers  upon 
your  establishment ;  for  with  our .  present  appointments,  we 
are  ass^ured  there  will  be  sufficient  for  this  purpose  ;  and  thus 
you  will  banish  idleness,  and  its  attendants,  extravagance  and 
dissipation.'  And  here  we  enjoin  you  to  transmit  to  us  a 
faithful  and  minute  state  of  the  pay,  and  every  known  emolu- 
ment of  all  below  council ;  for  as  it  is  notorious  that  even 
youths  in  our  service  expend  in  equipage,  servants,  dress,  and 
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living,  inlBinitely  more  than  our  stated  allowances  can  afford, 
we  cannot  but  be  anxious  to  discover  the  means,  by  which 
they  are  enabled  to  proceed  in  this  manner.  And  indeed  so 
obnoxious  is  this  conduct  to  us,  and  so  injurious  in  its  con- 
sequences, that  we  expect  and  require  you  to  show  your 
displeasure  to  all  such  as  shall  transgress  in  this  respect, 
contrasting  it  at  the  same  time  with  instances  of  kindness 
towards  the  sober,  frugal,  and  industrious.'' 

My  lords,  you  see  the  state  in  which  the  directors  con- 
ceived the  country  to  be — that  it  was  in  this  state  is  not 
denied  by  Mr.  Hastings,  who  was  sent  out  for  the  purpose  of 
reforming  it.     The  directors  had   swept   away  almost    the 
whole  body  of  their  Bengal  servants  for  supposed  corruption  ; 
and  they  appointed  a  set  of  new  ones,  to  regenerate,  as  it 
were,  the  government  of  that  country.    Mr.  Hastings  says, — 
I  was  brought  to  India  like  other  people.     This  indeed,  is 
true  ;  and  I  hope  it  will  prove  an  example  and  instruction  to 
all  mankind,  never  to  employ  a  man  who  has  been  bred  in 
base   and   corrupt  practices,   from  any  hope   that  his  local 
knowledge  may  make  him  the  fittest  person  to  correct  such 
practices.     Mr.  Hastings  goes  on  to  say,  that  you  could  not 
expect  more  from  him  than  could  be  done  by  a  man  bred  up 
as  he  was,  in  the  common  habits  of  the  country.     This  is 
also  true.     My  lords,  you  might  as  well  expect  a  man  to  be 
fit  for  a  perfumer's  shop,  who  has  lain  a  month  in  a  pig's 
sty,  as  to  expect  that  a  man,  who  has  been  a  contractor  with 
the  company  for  a  length  of  time,  is  a  fit  person  for  reform- 
ing abuses.     Mr.  Hastings  has  stated  in  general  his  history, 
his  merits,  and  his  services  ;  we  have  looked  over  with  care 
the  records  relative  to  his  proceedings,  and  we  find  that  in 
1760  and  1761  he  was  in  possession  of  a  contract  for  bol- 
locks, and  a  contract  for  provisions.     It  is  no  way  wrong  for 
any  man  to  take  a  contract,  provided  he  does  not  do  what 
Mr.  Hastings  has  condemned  in  his  regulations ;  become  a 
contractor  with  his  masters. 
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Bat  though  I  do  not  bear  upon  Mr.  Hastings  for  having 
spent  his  time  in  being  a  bullock  contractor,  yet  I  say,  that 
he  ought  to  have  laid  aside  all  the  habits  of  a  bullock  con- 
tractor, when  he  was  made  a  great  minister  for  the  refoima- 
tion  of  a  great  service  full  of  abuses.  I  will  show  your  lord- 
ships that  he  never  did  so ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  being  bred 
in  those  bad  habits,  and  having  had  the  education  that  I 
speak  of,  he  persevered  in  the  habits  which  had  been  formed 
in  him,  to  the  very  last.  I  understand  it  has  been  imputed 
as  a  sort  of  a  crime  in  me,  that  I  stated  something  of  the  ob- 
scurity of  Mr.  Hastings's  birth.  The  imputation  has  no  foun- 
dation. Csin  it  be  believed  that  any  man  could  be  so  absurd 
as  to  attack  a  man's  birth,  when  he  is  accusing  his  actions  ?  , 
No  ;  I  have  always  spoken  of  the  low,  sordid,  and  mercenary 
habits  in  which  he  was  bred ;  I  said  nothing  of  his  birth. 

But,  my  lords,  I  was  a  good  deal  surprised  when  a  friend 
of  his  and  mine,  yesterday  morning,  put  into  my  hands,  who 
had  been  attacking  Mr.  Hastings's  life  and  conduct,  a  pedi- 
gree. I  was  appealing  to  the  records  of  the  company ;  they 
answer,  by  sending  me  to  the  Herald's  Office.  Many  of  your 
lordships'  pedigrees  are  obscure,  in  comparison  with  that  of 
Mr.  Hastings,  and  I  only  wonder  how  he  came  to  derogate 
from  such  a  line  of  nobles,  by  becoming  a  contractor  for  bul- 
locks* 

A  man  may  be  an  honest  bullock  contractor ;  God  forbid 
that  many  of  them  in  this  country  should  not  be  very  honest ; 
but  I  find  his  terms  were  nearly  four  times  as  high  as  those 
which  the  House  of  Commons  had  condemned  as  exorbitant ; 
they  were  not  only  unusually  high,  but  the  bullocks  were 
badly  supplied,  and  the  contract  had  not  been  fairly  adver- 
tised. It  was  therefore  agreed  to  declare  the  same  void  at 
the  expiration  of  twelve  months,  on  the  1st  December,  1763. 

I  say  again,  that  I  do  not  condemn  him  for  being  a  bullock 
contractor,  but  I  am  suspicious  of  his  honesty  ;  because  he 
has  been  nursed  in  bad  and  vicious  habits.  That  of  con- 
tracting with  his  masters  is  a  bad  habit,  as  he  himself  has 
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Stated  in  a  record  which  is  printed  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. I  condemn  him  for  being  a  fraudulent  bullock  con- 
tractor ;  for  he  was  turned  out  of  that  contract  for  fraudulent 
practices ;  it  was  declared  void,  and  given  to  another  at  a 
lower  price.  After  it  was  so  disposed  of,  Mr.  Hastings  him- 
self, condemning  his  own  original  contract,  which  was  at 
twelve  rupees,  for  a  certain  species  of  bullocks,  took  the  con- 
tract again  at  seven ;  and  on  these  terms  it  continued.  What 
I  therefore  contend  for  is  this,  that  he  carried  with  him  the 
spirit  of  a  fraudulent  bullock  contractor  through  the  whole 
of  the  company's  service,  in  its  greatest  and  most  important 
parts. 

My  lords,  the  wading  through  all  these  corruptions  is  an 
unpleasant  employment  for  me  ;  but  what  am  I  to  think  of  a 
man  who  holds  up  his  head  so  high,  that,  when  a  matter  of 
account  is  in  discussion,  such  as  appears  in  this  very  defence 
that  I  have  in  my  hand,  he  declares  he  does  not  know  any 
thing  about  it  ?  He  cannot  keep  accounts — ^that  is  beneath 
him.  We  trace  him  throughout  the  whole  of  his  career, 
engaged  in  a  great  variety  of  mercantile  employments ;  and 
yet,  when  he  comes  before  you,  you  would  imagine  that  he 
had  been  bred  in  the  study  of  the  sublimest  sciences,  and 
had  no  concern  in  any  thing  else ;  that  he  had  been  engaged 
in  writing  a  poem,  an  Iliad,  or  some  work  that  might  revive 
fallen  literature.  There  is  but  one  exception  to  his  abhor- 
rence of  accounts.  He  always  contrives  to  m&ke  up  a  good 
account  for  himself. 

My  lords,  we  have  read  to  you  a  letter  in  which  the  court 
of  directors  have  described  the  disorders  of  their  service — 
the  utter  ruin  of  it — ^the  corruption  that  prevailed  in  it — and 
the  destruction  of  the  countryr  by  it.— When  we  are  said  to 
exaggerate,  we  use  no  stronger  words  than  they  do.  We 
cannot  mince  the  matter ;  your  lordships  should  not  mince 
it ;  no  little,  paltry  delicacies  should  binder  you,  when  there 
is  a  country  expiring  under  all  these  things,  from  calling  the 
authors  to  a  strict  account.     The  court  of  directors  sent  him 
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that  Statement ;  they  recommeoded  to  him  a  radicid  reforma- 
tion. What  does  he  do  ?  We  will  read  his  letter  of  1773, 
in  which  you  will  find  seeds  sown  for  the  propagation  of  all 
those  future  abuses,  which  terminated  in  the  utter  and  irreme- 
diable destruction  of  the  whole  service.  After  he  has  praised 
the  directors  for  the  trust  that  they  had  placed  in  him,  after 
expressing  hishighest  gratitude,  and  so  on ;  he  says,  '^  While 
I  indulge  the  pleasure  which  I  receive  from  the  past  successes 
of  my  endeavors,  I  own,  I  cannot  refrain  from  looking  back 
with  a  mixture  of  anxiety  on  the  omissions,  by  which  I  am 
sensible  I  may  since  have  hazarded  the  diminution  of  your 
esteem.  All  my  letters  addressed  to  your  honorable  court,  and 
to  the  secret  committee,  repeat  the  strongest  promises  of  pros- 
ecuting the  inquiries  into  the  conduct  of  your  servants,  which 
you  have  been  pleased  to  commit  particularly  to  my  charge. 
You  will  readily,  perceive  that  I  must  have  been  sincere  in 
those  declarations,  since  it  would  have  argued  great  indiscre- 
tion to  have  made  them,  had  I  foreseen  my  inability  to  per- 
form them.  I  find  myself  now  under  the  disagreeable  neces- 
sity of  avowing  that  inability ;  at  the  same  time  I  will  boldly 
take  upon  me  to  affirm,  that,  on  whomsoever  you  might  have 
delegated  that  charge,  and  by  whatever  powers  it  might  have 
been  accompanied,  it  would  have  been  sufficient  to  occupy 
the  entire  attention,  of  those  who  were  entrusted  with  it ;  and 
even  with  all  the  aids  of  leisure  and  authority,  would  have 
proved  ineffectual.  I  dare  appeal  to  the  public  records,  to  the 
testimony  of  those  who  have  opportunities  of  knowing  me, 
and  even  to  the  detail  which  the  public  voice  can  report  of 
the  past  acts  of  this  government,  that  my  time  has  been 
neither  idly  nor  uselessly  employed  ;  yet  such  are  the  cares 
and  embarrassments  of  this  various  state,  that  although  much 
may  be  done,  much  more  even  in  matters  of  moment  must 
necessarily  remain  neglected.  To  select  from  the  miscellane- 
ous heap,  which  each  day's  exigencies  present  to  our  choice, 
those  points  on  which  the  general  welfare  of  your  affairs  most 
essentially  depends,  to  provide  expedients  for  future  advan- 
31* 
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tages,  and  guard  against  probable  evils,  are  all  that  yonr  ad- 
ministration can  faithfully  promise  to  perform  for  your  ser- 
Tice,  with  their  united  labors  most  diligently  exerted.  They 
cannot  look  back  without  sacrificing  the  objects  of  their  im- 
mediate duty,  which  are  those  of  your  interest,  to  endless 
researches,  which  can  produce  no  real  good,  and  may  expose 
your  affairs  to  all  the  ruinous  consequences  of  personal  malev- 
oletice,  both  here  and  at  home." 

My  lords,  you  see  here  that  after  admitting  that  he  has 
promised  to  the  court  of  directors  to  do  what  they  (»dered 
him  to  do,  (and  he  had  promised  to  make  a  radical  reform  in 
their  whole  service,  and  to  cure  those  abuses  which  they  have 
stated,)  he  declares,  that  he  will  not  execute  them  ;  he  pleads 
a  variety  of  other  occupations  ;  but  as  to  that  great  funda- 
mental grievance  he  was  appointed  to  eradicate,  he  declares 
he  will  not  even  attempt  it.  Why  did  you  promise  ?  it  natu- 
rally occurs  to  ask  him  that  question.  "Why,"  says  he,  "you 
will  readily  perceive  that  I  must  have  been  sincere  in  those 
declarations,  since  it  would  have  argued  great  indiscretion  to 
have  made  them,  had  1  known  my  inability  to  perform  them." 
This  is  a  kind  of  argument  that  belongs  to  Mr.  Hastings  ex- 
clusively. Most  other  people  would  say.  You  may  judge  of 
the  sincerity  of  my  promises  by  my  zeal  in  the  performance ; 
but  he  says,  you  may  judge  of  the  sincerity  of  my  promisesi 
because  I  would  not  promise  if  I  had  not  thought  I  should 
be  able  to  perform.  It  runs  in  this  ridiculous  circle.  I  prom*' 
ised  to  obey  the  court  of  directors  ;  therefore  I  knew  that  I 
could  obey  them ;  but  I  could  not  obey  them,  therefore  I 
was  absolved  from  my  promise,  and  did  not  attempt  to  obey 
them.  In  fact  there  is  not  so  much  as  one  grievance  or  abuse 
in  the  country,  that  he  reformed — and  this  was  systematical 
in  Mr.  Hastings's  conduct ;  that  he  was  resolved  to  connive 
at  the  whole  of  the  iniquities  of  the  service,  because  he 
was  resolved  that  every  one  of  those  existing  iniquities 
should  be  practised  by  himself.     But^  says  he,  the  reforma- 
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tion  required  can  produce  no  real  good,  and  may  expose  your 
affairs  to  all  the  ruinous  consequences  of  personal  malevo- 
lence, both  here  and  at  home.  This  he  gives  you  as  a  rea- 
son why  he  will  not  prosecute  the  inquiry  into  abuses  abroad 
— because  he  is  afraid  that  you  should  punish  him  at  home 
for  doing  his  duty  abroad — ^that  it  will  expose  him  to  malevo- 
lence at  home ;  and  therefore  to  avoid  being  subject  to 
malevolence  at  home,  he  would  not  do  his  duty  abroad. 

He  follows  this  with  something  that  is  perfectly  extraordi- 
nary ;  he. desires,  instead  of  doing  his  duty,  (which  he  de- 
clares it  is  impossible  to  do,)  that  he  may  be  invested  with 
.an  arbitrary  power.  I  'refer  your  lordships  to  pages  2827, 
2828,  and  2829  of  the  printed  minutes,  where  you  will  find 
the  system  of  his  government  to  be  formed  upon  a  resolution 
not  to  use  any  one  legal  means  of  punishing  corruption,  or 
for  the  prevention  of  corruption  ;  all  that  he  desires  is  to 
have  an  absolute  arbitrary  power  over  the  servants  of  the 
company.  There  you  will  see,  that  arbitrary  power  for  cor- 
rupt purposes  over  the  servants  of  the  company  is  the  foun- 
dation of  every  part  of  his  whole  conduct.  Remark  what 
he  says  here  ;  and  then  judge  whether  these  inferences  are 
to  be  eladed  by  any  chicane. 

'^  In  the  charge  of  oppression,  although  supported  by  the 
cries  of  the  people  and  the  most  authentic  representations,  it 
is  yet  impossible,  in  most  cases,  to  obtain  legal  proofs  of  it ; 
and  unless  the  discretionary  power,  which  I  have  recom- 
mended, be  somewhere  lodged,  the  assurance  of  impunity 
from  any  formal  inquiry  will  baffle  every  order  of  the  board ; 
as,  on  the  other  hand,  the  fear  of  the  consequences  will  re- 
strain every  man  within  the  bounds  of  his  duty,  if  he  knows 
himself  liable  to  suffer  by  the  effects  of  a  single  control." 

My  lords,  you  see  two  things  most  material  for  you  to  con- 
sider in  the  judgment  of  this  great  cause,  which  is  the  cause 
of  nations.     The  first  thing  for  you  to  consider  is  the  decla- 
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ration  of  the  culprit  at  your  bar,  that  a  person  may  be  pur- 
sued by  the  cries  of  a  whole  people ;  that  documents,  the 
most  authentic  and  satisfactory,  but  deficient  in  technical 
form,  may  be  produced  against  him  ;  in  short,  that  he  may 
be  guilty  of  the  most  enormous  crimes,  and  yet  that  legal 
proofs  may  be  wanting.  This  shows  you  how  seriously  you 
ought  to  consider,  before  you  reject  any  proof  upon  the  idea 
that  is  not  technical  legal  proof  To  this  assertion  of  Mr. 
Hastings  I  oppose,  however,  the  opinion  of  a  gentleman  who 
sits  near  his  side,  Mr.  Sumner,  which  is  much  more  probable. 

Mr.  Hastings  says,  that  the  power  of  the  council  is  not 
effectual  against  the  inferior  servants,  that  is,  too  weak  to 
coerce  them.  With  much  more  truth  Mr.  Sumner  has  said 
in  his  minute,  you  might  easily  coerce  the  inferior  servants  ; 
but  that  the  dread  of  falling  upon  persons  in  high  stations 
discourages  and  puts  an  end  to  complaint — ^I  quote  the  re- 
corded authority  of  the  gentleman  near  him,  as  being  of 
great  weight,  in  the  affairs  of  the  company,  to  prove,  what 
is  infinitely  more  probable,  the  falsehood  of  Mr.  Hastings's 
assertion,  that  an  inferior  servant  cannot  be  coerced ;  and 
that  they  must  riot,  with  impunity,  in  the  spoils  of  the 
people. 

But  we  will  go  to  a  much  more  serious  part  of  the  busi- 
ness ;  after  desiring  arbitrary  power  in  this  letter,  he  desires 
a  perpetuation  of  it.  And  here  he  has  given  you  a  descrip- 
tion of  a  bad  governor,  to  which  I  must  call  your  attention, 
as  your  lordships  will  find  itj  in  every  part  of  his  proceeding, 
to  be  exactly  applicable  to  himself  and  to  his  own  govern- 
ment. 

<*  The  first  command  of  a  state,  so  extensive  as  that  of 
Bengal,  is  not  without  opportunities  of  private  emoluments ; 
and  although  the  allowance  which  your  bounty  has  liberally 
provided  for  your  servants  may  be  reasonably  expected  to  fix 
the  bounds  of  their  desires,  yet  you  will  find  it  extremely 
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difficult  to  restrain  men  from  profiting  by  other  means,  who 
look  upon  their  appointment  as  the  measure  of  a  day,  and 
who,  from  the  uncertainty  of  their  condition,  see  no  room  for 
any  acquisition  but  of  wealth,  since  reputation  and  the  con- 
sequences which  follow  the  successful  conduct  of  great 
affairs  lure  only  to  be  attained  in  a  course  of  years.  Under 
such  circumstances,  however  rigid  your  orders  may  be,  or 
however  supported,  I  am  afraid  that,  in  most  instances,  they 
will  produce  no  other  fruits  than  either  avowed  disobedience, 
or  the  worst  extreme  of  falsehood  and  hypocrisy.  These 
are  not  the  principles  which  should  rule  the  conduct  of  men, 
whom  you  have  constituted  the  guardians  of  your  property, 
and  checks  on  the  morals  and  fidelity  of  others.  The  care  of 
self-preservation  will  naturally  suggest  the  necessity  of  seiz- 
ing the  opportunity  of  present  power,  when  the  duration  of 
it  is  considered  as  limited  to  the  usual  term  of  three  years, 
and  of  applying  it  to  the  provision  of  a  future  independency ; 
therefore  every  renewal  of  this  term  is  liable  to  prove  a  reit- 
erated oppression.  It  is  perhaps  owing  to  the  causes  which 
I  have  described,  and  a  proof  of  their  existence,  that  this  ap- 
pointment has  been  for  some,  years  past  so  eagerly  solicited, 
and  so  easily  resigned.  There  are  yet  other  inconveniences 
attendant  on  this  habit,  and  perhaps  an  investigation  of  them 
all  would  lead  to  endless  discoveries.  Every  man,  whom 
your  choice  has  honored  with  so  distinguished  a  t^ust,  seeks 
to  merit  approbation,  and  acquire  an  eclat  by  innovations,  for 
which  the  wild  scene  before  him  affords  ample  and  justifia- 
ble occasion." 

You  see,  my  lords,  he  has  stated  that,  if  a  governor  is  ap- 
pointed to  hold  his  office  only  for  a  short  time,  the  conse- 
queuce  would  be,  either  an  avowed  disobedience,  or,  what  is 
worse,  extreme  falsehood  and  hypocrisy.  Your  lordships  know 
that  this  man  has  held  his  office  for  a  long  time,  and  yet  his 
disobedience  has  been  avowed,  and  his  hypocrisy  and  his 
falsehood  have  been  discovered,  and  have  been  proved  to 
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your  brdflhips  in  the  course  of  this  trial.  Yon  see  this  mam 
has  declared  what  are  the  principles  which  should  rule  the 
conduct  of  men,  whom  you  have  constituted  the  guardians  of 
your  property,  and  checks  upon  the  morals  and  fidelity  of 
others.  Mr.  Hastings  tells  you  himself  directly  what  his 
duty  was ;  he  tells  you  himself,  and  he  pronounces  his  own 
condemnation,  what<  was  expected  from  him,  namely,  that 
he  should  give  a  great  example  himself,  and  be  a  check  and 
guardian  of  the  fidelity  of  all  that  are  under  him.  He  de- 
clares at  the  end  of  this  letter,  that  a  very  short  continuance 
in  their  service  would  enable  him  to  make  a  fortune  up  to 
the  height  of  his  desire.  He  has  since  thought  proper  to 
declare  to  you,  that  he  is  a  beggar  and  undone,  notwithstand- 
ing all  his  irregular  resources,  in  that  very  service.  I  have 
read  this  letter  to  your  lordships,  that  you  may  contrast  it 
with  the  conduct  of  the  prisoner,  as  stated  by  us  and  proved 
by  the  evidence  we  have  adduced.  We  have  stated  and 
proved,  that  Mr.  Hastings  did  enter  upon  a  systematic  con- 
nivance at  the  peculation  of  the  company's  servants — that 
he  refused  to  institute  any  check  whatever  fot  the  purpose  of 
preventing  corruption  ;  and  that  he  carried  into  execution  no 
one  measure  of  government,  agreeably  to  the  positive  and 
solemn  engagements,  into  which  he  had  entered  with  the 
directors.  We  therefore  charge  him  not  only  with  his  own 
corruptions,  but  with  a  systematic;  premeditated  corruption  of 
the  whole  service,  from  the  time  when  he  was  appointed,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1772,  down  to  the  year  1786, 
when  he  left  it.  He  never  attempted  to  detect  any  one 
single  abuse  whatever ;  he  never  endeavored  once  to  put  a 
stop  to  any  corruption,  in  any  man,  black  or  white,  in  any 
way  whatever.  And  thus  he  has  acted  in  a  government,  of 
which  he  himself  declares  the  nature  to  be  such,  that  it  is 
almost  impossible  so  to  detect  misconduct  as  to  give  legal 
evidence  of  it,  though  a  man  should  be  declared,  by  the  cries 
of  the  whole  people,  to  be  guilty. 

My  lords,  be  desires  an  arbitrary  power  over  the  compay's 
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senrants  to  b^  giVen  to  bim.  God  forbid  arbitiarjr  powet 
should  be  given  into  the  hands  of  any  man !  At  the  same 
time,  God  forbid,  if  by  power  be  meant  the  ability  to  dis- 
cover, to  reach,  to  check,  and  to  punish  subordinate  contip- 
tion,  that  he  should  not  be  enabled  so  to  do,  and  to  get  at,  to 
prosecute,  and  punish  delinquency  by  law.  But  honesty 
only,  and  not  arbitrary  power,  is  necessary  for  that  purpose. 
We  well  know,  indeed,  that  a  government  requiring  arbitrary 
power  has  been  the  situation  in  which  this  man  has  attempted 
to  place  us. 

We  know,  also,  my  lords,  that  there  are  cases,  in  which 
the  act  of  the  delinquent  may  be  of  consequence,  while  the 
example  of  the  criminal,  from  the  obscurity  of  his  situation, 
is  of  little  importance  :  in  other  cases,  the  act  of  the  delin- 
quent may  be  of  no  great  importance,  but  the  consequences 
of  the  example  dreadful.  We  know,  that  crimes  of  great 
magnitude,  that  acts  of  great  tyranny,  can  but  seldom  be  ex- 
ercised, and  only  by  a  few  persons.  They  are  privileged 
crimes.  They  are  the  dreadful  prerogatives  of  greatness  and 
of  the  highest  situations  only.  But  when  a  govemor^eoeral 
descends  into  the  muck  and  filth  of  peculation  and  corrup- 
tion ;  when  he  receives  bribes  and  extorts  money,  he  does 
acts  that  are  imitable  by  every  body.  There  is  not  a  single 
man,  black  or  white,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  that  is 
possessed  in  the  smallest  degree  of  momentary  authority,  that 
cannot  imitate  the  acts  of  such  a  governor-general.  Consider, 
then,  what  the  consequences  will  be,  when  it  is  laid  down  as 
a  principle  of  the  service,  that  no  man  is  to  be  called  to  ac- 
count according  to  the  existing  laws;  and  that  you  must 
either  give,  as  he  says,  arbitrary  power,  <«  suffer  your  gov- 
ernment to  be  destroyed. 

We  asked  Mr.  Anderson,  whether  the  covenant  of  ev^ry 
fanner  of  the  revenue  did  not  forbid  him  £r(«n  giving  any 
presents  to  any  persons,  or  taking  any.  He  answered,  he 
did  ix>t  exactly  remember,  (for  the  memocy  of  this  gentkmaa 
is  very  indifferent,  though  the  maMer  was  in  his  own  particu- 
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lar  province,)  but  he  thought  it  did  ;  and  he  referred  us  to 
the  record  of  it.  T  cannot  get  at  the  record  ;  and  therefore 
you  must  take  it  as  it  stands  from  Mr.  Anderson,  without  a 
reference  to  the  record, — ^that  the  farmers  were  forbidden  to 
take  or  give  any  money  to  any  person  whatever,  beyond  their 
engagements.  Now,  if  a  governor-general  comes  to  that 
farmer,  and  sajrs,  You  must  give  a  certain  sum  beyond  your 
engagements — he  lets  him  loose  to  prey  upon  the  landholders 
and  cultivators,  and  thus  a  way  is  prepared  for  the  final  deso- 
lation of  the  whole  country,  by  the  malversation  of  the  gov- 
ernor, and  by  the  consequent  oppressive  conduct  of  the  far- 
mers. 

Mr.  Hastings  being  now  put  over  the  whole  country  to 
regulate  it,  let  us  see  what  he  has  done  ;  he  says,  Lei  me 
have  an  arbitrary  power,  and  I  will  regulate  it.  He  assumed 
arbitrary  power,  and  turned  in  and  out  every  servaht  at  his 
pleasure.  But  did  he  by  that  arbitrary  power  conrect  any 
one  corruption  ?  Indeed  how  could  he  ?  He  does  not  say 
he  did  ;  for  when  a  man  gives  ill  examples  in  himself,  when 
he  cannot  set  on  foot  an  inquiry  that  does  not  terminate  in 
his  own  corruption^  of  course  he  cannot  institute  any  inquiry 
into  the  corruption  of  the  other  servants. 

But  again,  my  lords,  the  subordinate  servant  will  say,  I 
cannot  arise,  (properly  here'^  as  Mr.  Hastings  has  well  ob- 
served,) to  the  height  of  greatness,  power,  distinction,  rank, 
or  honor  in  the  government ;  but  I  can  make  my  fortune 
according  to  my  degree,  my  measure,  and  my.  place.  His 
views  will  be  then  directed  so  to  make  it.  And'  when  he 
sees  that  the  governor-general  is  actuated  by  no  other  views ; 
when  he  himself,  as  a  farmer,  is  confidently  assured  of  the 
corruptions  of  his  superior,  when  he  knows  it  to  be  laid  down 
as  a  principle  by  the  governor-general,  that  no  corruption  is 
to  be  inquired  into ;  and  that  if  it  be  not  e:(pressly  laid  down, 
yet  that  his  conduct  is  such  as  to  make  it  the  same  as  if  be 
had  actually  so  laid  it  down ;  then,  I  say,  every  part  of  the 
service  is  instantly  and  totally  corrupted. 
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I  shall  next  refer  your  lordships  to  the  article  of  contracts ; 
five  contracts  have  been  laid  before  you,  the  extravagant  and 
corrupt  profits  of  which  have  been  proved  to  amount  to 
£500,000.  We  have  shown  you,  by  the  strongest  presump- 
tive evidence,  that  these  contracts  were  given  for  the  pur- 
pose of  corrupting  the  company's  servants  in  India,  and  of 
corrupting  the  company  itself  in  England.  You  will  recol- 
lect, that  £40,000  was  given  in  one  morning  for  a  contract, 
(which  th^  contractor  was  never  to  execute,)  I  speak  of  Mr. 
Sullivan's  contract.  Tou  will  also  recollect,  that  he  was  the 
son  of  the  principal  person  in  the  Indian  direction  ;  and  who, 
in  or  out  of  office,  was  known  to  govern  it ;  and  to  be  sup- 
ported by  the  whol^  Indian  interest  of  Mr.  Hastings. 

You  have  seen  the  corruption  of  Sir  Eyre  Ooote,  in  giv- 
ing to  Mr.  Croftes  the  bullock  contract.  You  have  seen  the 
bullock  contracts,  stated^  to  Mr..  Hastings's  face,  and  not  de- 
nied, to  have  been  made  for  concealing  a  number  of  corrupt 
interests.  You  have  seen  Mr.  Auriol's  contract  given  to  the 
secretslry  of  the  (company,  by  Mr.  Hastings,  in  order  that  he 
might  have  the  whole  records  and  registers  of  the  company 
under  his  control.  You  have  seen  that  the  contract  and 
commission  for  the  purchase  of  stores  and  provisions,  an 
enormous  job,  was  given  to  Mr.  Belli,  an  obscure  man,  for 
whom  Mr.  Hastings  offers  himself  as  security ;  under  cir- 
cumstances that  went  to  prove  that  Mr.  Belli  held  this  com- 
mission for  Mr.  Hastings.  These,  iny  lords,  are  things  that 
cannot  be  slurred  over ;  the  governor-general  is  corrupt,  he 
corrupts  all  about  him ;  he  does  it  upon  system ;  he  will 
make  no  inquiry. 

My  lords,  I  have  stated  the  amount  of  the  sums  which  he 
has  squandered  away  in  these  contracts;  but  you  will  ob- 
serve that  we  have  brought  forward  but  five  of  them ! 
Good  God !  When  you  consider  the  magnitude  and  multi- 
plicity of  the  company's  dealings,  judge  you  what  must  be 
the  enormous  mass  of  that  corruption,  of  which  he  has  been 
the  cause,  and  in  the  profits  of  which  he  has  partaken. 
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When  your  lordships  shall  have  considered  (this  document) 
his  defence,  which  I  have  read  in  pert  to  you,  see  whether 
you  are  not  bound,  when  he  imputes  to  us  and  throws  upon 
us  tho  cause  of  all  his  corruption,  to  throw  back  the  charge 
by  your  decision,  and  hurl  it  with  indignation  upon  him- 
self. 

But  there  is  another  shameless  and  most  iniquitous  cir- 
cumstance, which  I  have  forgotten  to  mention,  respecting 
these  contracts.  He  not  only  considered  them  as  means  of 
present  power,  and  therefore  protected  his  favorites,  without 
the  least  inquiry  into  their  conduct,  and  with  flagrant  suspi- 
cion of  a  corrupt  participation  in  their  delinquency  j  but  he 
goes  still  farther ;  he  declares,  that,  if  he  should  be  removed 
from  his  government,  he  will  give  them  a  lease  in  these  ex- 
orbitant profits,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  corrupt  party  to 
support  and  bear  him  out  by  their  evidence,  upon  the  event 
of  any  inquiry  into  his  conduct ;  to  give  him  a  razynama, 
to  give  him  a  flourishing  character,  whenever  he  should  come 
upon  his  trial.  Hear  what  his  principles  are  ;  hear  what  the 
man  himself  avows :  — 

"  Tort  WUliam,  October  4, 1779. 

<'  In  answer  to  Mr.  Francis's  insinuation,  that  it  is  natural 
enough  for  the  agent  to  wish  to  secure  himself,  before  the 
expiration  of  the  present  government ;  I  avow  the  fact  as  to 
myself  as  well  as  the  agent.  When  I  see  a  systematic  op- 
rposition  to  every  measure  proposed  by  me  for  the  service  of 
the  public,  by  which  an  individual  may  eventually  benefit, 
I  cannot  hesitate  a  moment  to  declare  it  to  be  my  firm  belief, 
that  should  the  government  of  this  country  be  placed  in  the 
iiands  of  the  present  minority,  they  would  seek  the  ruin  of 
evecy  man  connected  with  me  ;  it  is  therefore  only  an  act  of 
common  justice  in  me,  to  wish  to  secure  them,  as  far  as  I 
legally  can,  from  the  apprehension  of  future  oppression." 

Here  is  the  principle  avowed.    He  takes  for  granted,  and 
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he  givds  it  the  name  of  oppression,  that  the  person  who 
should  succeed  him  would  take  away  those  unlawful  and 
wicked  emoluments,  and  give  them  to  some  othen  But, 
sa3rs  he,  I  will  put  out  of  the  company's  power  the  very 
means  of  redress. 

The  document,  which  I  am  now  going  to  read  to  your 
lordships,  contains  a  declaration  by  Mr.  Hastings  of  another 
mean,  which  he  used,  of  corrupting  the  whole  company's 
service. 

Minute  of  the  govemor-f^eneral. — Extract  from  that  min- 
ute :^-"  Called  upon  continually  by  persons  of  high  rank  and 
station,  both  in  national  and  in  the  company's  councils,  to 
protect  and  prefer  their  friends  in  the  army;  and  by  the 
merits  and  services  which  have  come  under  my  personal 
knowledge  and  observation,  I  suffer  both  pain  and  humilia- 
tion at  the  want  of  power  to  reward  the  meritorious,  or  to 
show  a  proper  attention  to  the  wishes  of  my  superiors, 
without  having  recourse  to  means  which  must  be  considered 
as  incom|)atible  with  the  dignity  of  my  station.  The  slen- 
der relief  which  I  entreat  of  the  board  from  this  state  of 
mortification,  is  the  authority  to  augment  the  number  of  my 
staff,  which  will  enable  me  to  show  a  marked  and  particular 
attention  in  circumstances  such  as  above  stated,  and  will  be 
no  considerable  burthen  to  the  company." 

My  lords,  you  here  see  what  he  has  been  endeavoring  to 
effect,  for  the  express  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  secure  him- 
self a  corrupt  influence  in  England.  But  there  is  another 
point  much  more  material — ^which  brings  the  matter  directly 
home  to  this  court,  and  puts  it  to  you,  either  to  punish  him, 
or  to  declare  yourselves  to  be  accomplices  in  the  corruption 
of  the  whole  service.  Hear  what  the  man  himself  says.  I 
am  first  to  mention  to  your  lordships  the  occasion  upon  which 
the  passage  which  I  shall  read  to  you  was  written.  It  was 
when  he  was  making  his  enormous  and  shameful  establish- 
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ment  of  a  revenue  board,  ia  the  year  1781 ;  of  which  I  shall 
say  a  few  words  hereafter,  as  being  a  gross  abuse  in  itself ; 
he  then  felt  that  the  world  would  be  so  much  shocked  at  the 
enormous  prodigality  and  corrupt  profusion  of  what  he  was 
doing,  that  he  at  last  spoke  out  plainly. 

A  minute  of  Mr.  Hastings  transmitted  in  a  letter  by  Mr. 
Wheler : — "  In  this,  as  it  must  be  the  case  in  every  refor- 
mation, the  interest  of  individuals  has  been  our  principal,  if 
not  our  only  impediment.  We  could  not  at  once  deprive  so 
large  a  body  of  our  fellow-servants  of  theiir  bread,  without 
feeling  that  reluctance  which  humanity  must  dictate  ;  not 
unaccompanied  perhaps  with  some  concern  for  the  conse- 
quence which  our  own  credit  might  suffer,  by  an  act  which 
involved  the  fortunes  of  many,  and  extended  its  influence  to 
all  their  connections. 

^'  This,  added  to  the  justice  which  was  due  to  your  ser- 
vants, who  were  removed  for  no  fault  of  theirs,  but  for  the 
public  convenience,  induced  us  to  continue  their  allowances 
until  other  offices  could  be  provided  for  them — and  the  more 
cheerfully  to  submit  to  the  expediency  of  leaving  others  in  a 
temporary  or  partial  charge  of  the  interual  collections.  In 
effect  the  civil  officers  of  this  government  might  be  reduced 
to  a  very  scanty  number,  were  their  exigency  alone  to  deter- 
mine the  list  of  your  covenanted  servants,  which  at  this 
time  consist  of  no  less  a  number  than  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
two  ;  many  of  them  the  sons  of  the  first  families  in  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  and  every  one  aspiring  to  the 
rapid  acquisition  of  lacks,  and  to  return  to  pass  the  prime  of 
their  lives  at  home,  as  multitudes  have  done  before  them. 
Neither  will  the  revenues  of  this  country  suffice  for  such 
boundless  pretensions;  nor  are  they  compatible  with  yours 
and  the  national  interests,  which  may  eventually  suffer  as 
certain  a  ruin  from  the  effects  of  private  competition  and 
the  claim  of  patronage,  as  from  the  more  dreaded  calamities 
of  war,  or  the  other  ordinary  causes  which  lead  to  the  de- 
cline of  dominion." 
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My  lords,  you  hear  his  declaration  that  patronage^  which 
he  avows  to  be  one  of  the  principles  of  his  government,  and 
to  be  the  principle  of  the  last  of  his  acts,  is  worse  than  war, 
pestilence,  and  famine  ;  and  that  all  these  calamities  together 
might  not  be  so  effectual  as  this  patronage,  in  wasting  and 
destroying  the  country.  And  at  what  time  does  he  tell  you 
this  ?  He  tells  it  you,  when  he  himself  had  just  wantonly 
destroyed  an  old  regular  establishment  for  the  purpose  of 
creating  a  new  one,  in  which  he  says,  he  was  under  the 
necessity  of  pensioning  the  members  of  the  old  establishment 
from  motives  of  mere  humanity.  He  here  confesses  himself 
to  be  the  author  of  the  whole  mischief. — ^I  could,  says  he, 
have  acted  better ;  I  might  have  avoided  desolating  the  coun- 
try by  peculation.  But,  says  he,  I  had  sons  of  the  first 
families  in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  ;  every  one  aspiring 
to  the  rapid  acquisition  of  lacks,  and  this  would  not  suffer 
me  to  do  my  duty.  I  hope  your  lordships  will  stigmatize 
the  falsehood  of  this  assertion.  Consider,  my  lords,  what  he 
has  said— two  hundred  and  fifty  men  at  once,  and  in  succes- 
sion, aspiring  to  come  home  in  the  p^rime  of  their  youth  with 
lacks.  You  cannot  take  lacks  to  be  less  than  two  ;  we  cannot 
make  a  plural  less  than  two.  Two  lacks  make  JC20,000. 
Then  multiply  that  by  252,  and  you  will  find  more  than 
£2,500,000  to  be  provided  for  that  set  of  gentlemen,  and  for 
the  claims  of  patronage.  Undoubtedly  such  a  patronage  is 
worse  than  the  most  dreadful  calamities  of  war,  and  all  the 
other  causes  which  lead  to  decline  of  dominion. 

My  lords,  I  beseech  you  to  consider  this  plan  of  corrupting 
the  company's  servants,  beginning  with  systematical  corrup- 
tion, and  ending  with  an  avowed  declaration,  that  he  will 
persist  in  this  iniquitous  proceeding,  and  to  the  utmost  of  his 
power  entail  it  upon  the  company,  for  the  purpose  of  secur- 
ing his  accomplices  against  all  the  consequences  of  any 
change  in  the  company's  government.  I  dare  not,  says  he, 
be  honest ;  if  I  make  their  fortunes,  you  will  judge  favor- 
ably of  me ;  if  I  do  not  make  their  fortunes,  I  shall  find 
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myself  crashed  with  a  load  of  reproach  and  obloquy,  fiom 
which  I  cannot  escape  in  any  other  way  than  by  bribing  the 
House  of  Peers.  What  a  shameful  avowal  this  to  be  made 
in  the  face  of  the  world ! — ^Your  lordships'  judgment  upon 
this  great  cause  will  obliterate  it  from  the  memory  of  num. 
But  his  apprehension  of  some  change  in  the  company's  gov- 
ernment is  not  his  only  pretext  for  some  of  these  corrupt 
proceedings  ;  he  adverts  also  to  the  opposition  which  he  had 
to  encounter  with  his  colleagues,  as  another  circumstance 
which  drove  him  to  adopt  others  of  these  scandalous  expedi- 
ences. Now  there  was  a  period  when  he  had  no  longer  to 
contend  with,  or  to  fear,  that  opposition.  When  he  had  got 
rid  of  the  majority  in  the  council,  which  thwarted  him,  what 
did  he  do  ?  Did  he  himself  correct  any  of  the  evils  and  dis- 
orders which  had  prevailed  in  the  service,  and  which  bis 
hostile  majority  had  purposed  to  reform  ?  No,  not  one ;  not- 
withstanding the  court  of  directors  had  supported  the  major- 
ity in  all  their  declarations,  and  had  accused  him  of  corruption 
and  rebellion  in  every  part  of  his  opposition  to  them.  Now 
that  he  was  free  from  the  yoke  of  all  the  mischief  of  that 
cursed  majority  which  he  deprecates,  and  which  I  have  heard 
certain  persons  consider  as  a  great  calamity,  (a  calaniity 
indeed  it  was  to  patronage,}— as  soon,  I  say,  as  he  was  free 
from  this,  you  would  imagine  he  had  undertaken  some  great 
and  capital  reformation ;  for  all  the  power  which  the  com- 
pany could  give,  was  in  his  hands — total,  absolute,  and 
unconfined. 

I  must  here  remind  your  lordships,  that  the  provincial 
councils  was  an  establishment  made  by  Mr.  Hastings.  So 
confident  was  he,  in  his  own  opinion,  of  the  expediency  of 
them,  that  he  transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors  a  draft  of 
an  act  of  parliament  to  confirm  them  ;  by  this  act  it  was  his 
intention  to  place  them  beyond  the  possibility  of  mutation. 
Whatever  opinion  others  might  entertain  of  their  weakness, 
inefficacy,  or  other  defects,  Mr.  Hastings  found  no  such 
things  in  them.    He  had  declared  in  the  beginning,  that  he 
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oonsideied  them  as  a  sort  of  experiment ;  bat  that  in  the 
progress  he  found  them  answer  so  perfectly  well,  that  ha 
proposed  even  an  act  of  parliament  to  support  them.  The 
court  of  directorsi  knowing  the  mischiefs  that  innovation  had 
produced  in  their  service,  and  the  desolations  which  it  had 
l»rought  on.  the  country,  commanded  him  not  to  take  any 
8tep  for  changing  them,  without  their  orders.  Contrary, 
however,  to  his  own  declarations— -contrary  to  the  sketch  of 
an  act  of  parliament,  which,  for  aught  he  knew,  the  legisla- 
ture  might  then  have  passed,  (I  know  that  it  was  in  contem- 
plation to  pass,  about  that  time,  several  acts  for  regulating 
the  company^s  affairs ;  and  for  one,  I  should  have  been,  as  I 
always  have  been,  a  good  deal  concerned  in  whatever  tended 
to  fix  some  kind  of  permanent  a^d  settled  government  in 
Bengal,)  in  violation  I  say,  of  his  duty,  and  in  ccoitradiction 
to  his  own  opinion,  he  at  that  time,  without  giving  the 
parties  notice,  turns  out  of  their  employments,  situation,  and 
bread,  the  provincial  councils. 

And  who  were  the  members  of  those  provincial  councils  ? 
They  were  of  high  rank  in  the  company's  service ;  they 
were  not  junior  servants,  boys  of  a  day,  but  persons  who  had 
gone  through  some  probation;  who  knew  something  of  the 
country ;  who  were  conversant  in  its  revenues,  and  in  the 
course  of  its  business ;  they  were,  in  short,  men  of  consider- 
able rank  in  the  company's  service.  What  did  he  do  with 
these  people?  Without  any  regard  to  their  rank  in  tha 
service--4io  more  than  he  had  regarded  the  rank  of  the . 
nobility  of  the  country—he  sweeps  them  all  in  one  day  from 
their  independent  situations,  without  reference  to  the  direct 
tors,  and  turns  them  all  into  pensioners  upon  the  company. 
And  for  what  purpose  was  this  done  ?  It  was  done  in  order  to 
reduce  the  company's  servants,  who  in  their  dependent  situ- 
ations, were  too  great  a  mass  and  volume  for  him  to  corrupt 
an  abject  dependence  upon  his  absolute  power.  It  was,  that 
he  might  tell  them,  You  have  lost  your  situations ;  you  have 
nothing  but  small  alimentary  pensions ;  nothing  more  than  a 
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maiotenance,  und  yoa  must  depend  upon  me  whether  you 
are  to  have  any  thing  more  or  not.  Thus  at  one  stroke  a 
la^e  division  of  the  company's  servants — end  one  of  the 
highest  orders  of  them,  were  reduced  for  their  next  bread, 
to  an  absolute^  sulmiissive  dependence  upon  his  will;  and 
the  company  was  loaded  with  the  pensions  of  all  these  dis- 
carded servants.  Thus  were  pensons  in  an  honorable,  inde- 
pendent situation,  earned  by  long  service  in  that  country, 
and  who  were  subject  to  punishment  for  their  crimes,  if 
proved  against  them,  all  deprived,  unheard,  of  their  em- 
ployments. You  would  imagine  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  at 
least  charged  them  with  corruption.  No ;  you  will  see  upon 
your  minutes,  that  when  he  abolished  the  provincial  councils, 
he  declared  at  the  same  time,  that  he  found  no  fault  with 
the  persons  concerned  in. them. 

Thus  then  he  has  got  rid,  as  your  lordships  see,  of  one 
whole  body  of  the  company's  servants  ;  he  has  systematically 
corrupted  the  rest,  and  provided,  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power, 
for  the  perpetuation  of  their  corruption ;  he  has  connived  at 
all  their  delinquencies,  and  has  destroyed  the  independence 
of  all  the  superior  orders  of  them.  Now  hear  what  he  does 
with  regard  to  the  council  general  itself.  They  had,  by  the 
act  that  made  Mr.  Hastings  governor,  the  managdment  of  the 
revenues  vested  in  them ; — ^you  have  been  shown  by  an  hon- 
omble  and  able  fellow  mans^er  of  mine,  that  he  took  the 
business  of  this  department  wholly  out  of  the  hand  of  the 
council ;  that  he  named  a  committee  for  the  management  of 
it,  at  an  enormous  expense—^  committee  made  up  of  his  own 
creatures  and  dependents ;  and  that  after  destroying  the  pio- 
vincial  councils,  he  brought  down  the  whole  management  of 
the  revenue  to  Calcutta.  This  committee  took  this  impor^ 
tant  business  entirely  out  of  the  hands  of  the  council,  in 
which  the  act  had  vested  it,  and  this  committee  he  formed 
without  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  directly 
contrary  to  the  act  which  put  the  superintendence  in  the 
hands  of  the  council. 
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Oh !  bal  he  lesenred  a  saperintendenoe  orer  them.  Toa 
shall  hear  what  the  saperintendence  was  ;  you  shall  see,  feel, 
smeUy  tench — ^it  shall  enter  into  every  arenue  and  pore  of 
your  souL  It  will  show  you  what  was  the  real  principle  of 
Mr.  Hastings's  govemment.  We  will  read  to  you  what  Sir 
John  Shore  says  of  that  institution,  and  of  the  only  ends 
and  purposes  which  it  could  answer ;  your  lordships  will  then 
see  bow  far  he  was  justifiable  in  violating  an  act  of  parlia- 
menty  and  giving  out  of  the  council's  hands  the  great  trust, 
which  the  laws  of  bis  country  had  vested  in  them.  It  is 
part  of  a  paper  written  in  1785,  by  Mr.  Shore,  who  was  sole 
acting  president  of  this  committee,  to  which  all  Bengal  was 
delivered ;  he  was  an  old  servant  of  the  company,  and  he  is 
now  at  the  head  of  the  government  of  that  country.  He 
was  Mr.  Hastings's  particular  friend,  and  therefore  you  can« 
not  doubt  either  of  his  being  a  competent  evidence,  or  that 
he  is  a  favorable  evidence  for  Mr.  Hastings,  and  that  he 
would  not  say  one  word  against  the  establishment  of  which 
he  himself  was  at  the  head,  that  was  not  perfectly  true,  and 
forced  out  of  him  by  the  truth  of  the  case.  There  is  not  a 
single  part  of  it,  that  does  not  point  out  some  abuse. 

*'  In  the  actual  collection  of  the  revenues,  nothing  is  more 
necessary  than  to  give  immediate  attention  to  all  complaints, 
which  are  preferred  daily  without  number,  and  to  dispatch 
them  in  a  summary  manner ;  this  cannot  be  done  where  the 
control  is  temote.  In  every  pergunnah  throughout  Bengal 
there  are  some  distinct  usages,  which  cannot  be  clearly  known 
at  a  distance ;  yet  in  all  complaints  of  oppression  or  extor- 
tion, these  must  be  known  before  a  decision  can  be  pronounc- 
ed. But  to  learn  at  Calcutta  the  particular  customs  of  a 
district  of  Badshahy  or  Daca  is  almost  impossible;  and 
considering  the  channel  through  which  an  explanation  must 
pasS)  and  through  which  the  complaint  is  made,  any  coloring 
may  be  given  to  it ;  and  oppression  and  extortion,  to  the  ruin 
of  a  district,  may  be  practised  with  impunity.  This  is  a 
32* 
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continual  source  of  embanamaent  to  the  eommittee  of  rere- 
nue  in  Calcutta. 

'^  One  object  of  their  institution  was  to  Mng  the  reveauM 
without  the  expenses  of  agency  to  the  presidency,  and  to 
remove  all  local  control  over  the  fisurmersy  who  were  to  pay 
their  rents  at  Calcutta.     When  complaints  are  made  against 
farmers  by  the  occupiers  of  the  lands,  it  is  almost  imposslMo 
to  discriminate  truth  from  falsehood.   But  to  prerent  a  failure 
in  the  revenue,  it  is  found  necessary,  in  all  doubtful  cases,  to 
support  the  farmer ;  a  circumstance  which  may  give  rise  to 
and  confirm  the  most  cruel  acts  of  oppression.   The  real  state 
of  any  district  cannot  be  known  by  the  committee.      An 
occupier  or  zemindar  may  plead  that  an  inundation  has  ruined 
him,  or  that  his  country  is  a  desert  through^  want  of  lain. 
An  aumeen  is  sent  to  examine  the  complaint ;  he  returns 
with  an  exaggerated  account  of  losses  proved  in  volumes  of 
intricate  accounts,  which  the  committee  have  no  time  to  read, 
and  for  which  the  aumeen  is  well  paid.    Possibly,  however, 
the  whole  account  is  false.     Suppose*  no  aumeen  is  employed 
and  the  renter  is  held  to  the  tenor  of  his  engagement,  the 
loss,  if  real,  must  occasion  his  ruin,  unless  his  assessment  is 
very  moderate  indeed. 

^'I  may  venture  to  pronoun<ie,  that  the  real  state  of  the 
districts  is  now  less  known,  and  the  revenue  less  understood, 
than  in  the  year  1774.  Since  the  natives  have  had  the  dis- 
posal of  accounts,  since  they  have  been  introduced  as  agents 
and  trusted  with  authority,  intricacy  and  confusion  have 
taken  place ;  the  records  and  accounts  which  have  been 
compiled  are  numerous ;  yet  when  any  particular  account  is 
wanted,  it  cannot  be  found.  It  is  the  business  of  all,  from 
the  ryots  to  the  dewan,  to  conceal  and  deceive.  The  sim- 
plest matters  of  fact  are  designedly  covered  with  a  veil 
through  which  no  human  understanding  can  penetrate. 

*<  With  respect  to  the  present  committee  of  revenue,  it  is 
morally  impossible  for  them  to  execute  the  business  they  are 
intrusted  with.    They  are  invested  with  a  general  contnd. 


WARREN  HABTIN68,  ESQ.  50I 

and  tliey  have  aa  ezecutiTe  aulhority,  lai^r  than  ever  was 
before  giv^n  to  any  board  or  body  of  men.  They  may  and 
must  get  through  the  business.  But  to  pretend  to  assert 
that  they  really  execute  it;  would  be  folly  and  falsehood. 

"  The  grand  object  of  the  native  dewannies  was,  to  acquire 
independent  control,  and  for  many  years  they  have  pursued 
this  with  wonderful  art.  The  farmers  and  zemindars  under 
the  committee  prosecute  the  same  plan,  and  have  already 
objections  to  any  thing  that  has  the  least  appearance  of 
restricticxL  All  control  removed,  they  can  plunder  as  they 
please. 

^  The  committee  must  have  a  dewan  or  executive  officer, 
call  him  by  what  name  you  please.  This  man,  in  fact,  has 
all  the  revenues  paid  at  the  presidency  at  his  disposal,  and 
can,  if  he  has  any  abilities,  bring  all  the  renters  under  contri- 
bution. It  is  of  little  advantage  to  restrain  the  committee 
themselves  from  bribery  or  corruption,  when  their  executive 
officer  has  the  power  of  jNTOtecting  both  undetected. 

''  To  display  the  arts  employed  by  a  native  on  such  an  oc- 
casion, would  fill  a  volume.  He  discovers  the  secret  resour- 
ces of  the  zemindars  and  renters,  their  enemies  and  com- 
petitors, and  by  the  engines  of  hope  and  fear  rused  upon 
these  foundations,  he  can  work  them  to  his  purpose.  The 
committee,  with  the  best  intentions,  best  abilities,  and  stead- 
iest application,  must  after  all  be  a  tool  in  the  hand  of  their 
dewan." 

Here  is  the  account  of  Mr.  Hastings's  new  committee  of 
revenue,  substituted  in  the  place  of  an  establishment  made 
by  act  of  parliament ;  here  is  what  he  has  substituted  for 
provincial  councils.  Here  is  what  he  has  substituted  in  the 
room  of  the  whole  regular  order  of  the  service,  which  he 
totally  subverted.  Can  we  add  any  thing  to  this  picture  ? 
Can  we  heighten  it  ?  Can  we  do  any  thing  more  than  to 
recommend  it  to  your  lordships'  serious  consideration  ? 

But  before  I  finally  dismiss  this  part  of  our  charge,  I  must 
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request  your  lordships'  most  earnest  attention  to  the  true 
character  of  these  atrocious  proceedings,  as  they  now  stand 
proved  before  you,  by  direct  or  the  strongest  presumptive 
evidence  upon  the  company's  records,  and  by  his  own  con- 
fessions and  declarations,  and  those  of  his  most  intimate 
friends  and  avowed  agents.  Tour  lordships  will  recollect 
that,  previously  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Hastings  to  be 
the  governor-general,  in  1772,  the  collection  of  the  revenues 
was  committed  to  a  naib  dewan,  or  native  collector,  under  the 
control  of  the  supreme  council ;  and  that  Mr.  Hastings  did 
at  that  time,  and  upon  various  occasions  afterwards,  decline 
it  to  be  his  decided  and  fixed  opinion,  that  nothing  would  be 
so  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  company,  and  to  the 
happiness  and  welfare  of  the  inhabitants  of  their  provinces, 
as  changes,  and  more  especially  sudden  changes,  in  the  col- 
lection of  their  revenues.  His  opinion  was  also  most  strongly 
and  reiteratedly  pressed  upon  him  by  his  masters,  the  coort 
of  directors.  The  first  step  taken  after  his  appointment  was 
to  abolish  the  office  of  naib  dewan,  and  to  send  a  committee 
through  the  provinces,  at  the  expense  of  £50,000  a  year,  to 
make  a  settlement  of  rents  to  be  p^id  by  the  natives  for  five 
years.  At  the  same  time  he  appointed  one  of  the  company's 
servants  to  be  the  collector  in  each  province,  and  he  abol- 
ished the  general  board  of  revenue,  which  had  been  estab- 
lished at  Moorshedabad,  chiefly  for  the  following  reasons ; 
that  by  its  exercising  a  separate  control,  the  members  of  the 
supreme  council  at  Calcutta  were  prevented  from  acquiring 
that  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  revenues,  which  was 
necessary  to  persons  in  their  station  ;  and  because  many  of 
the  powers,  necessary  for  the  collection  of  the  revenues,  could 
not  be  delegated  to  a  subordinate  council.  In  consideration 
of  these  opinions,  orders,  and  declarations,  he,  in  1773, 
abolished  the  office  of  collector,  and  transferred  the  manage* 
ment  of  the  revenues  to  several  councils  of  revenue,  called 
provincial  councils,  and  recommended  their  perpetual  estab- 
lishment by  act  of  parliament.     In  the  year  1774,  in  con- 
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tradiction  of  his  fonner  opinion,  respecting  the  necessity  of 
tlie  supreme  council  possessing  all  possible  means  of  becom- 
ing acquainted  with  the  details  of  the  revenue,  he  again 
recommended  the  contitiuance  of  the  provincial  councils  in 
all  their  parts.  This  he  again  declared  to  be  his  deliberate 
opinion  in  1775  and  in  1776.  In  the  mean  time  a  majority 
of  the  supreme  council,  cdnsisting  of  members  who  had 
generally  differed  in  opnion  from  Mr.  Hastings,  had  trans* 
mitted  their  advice  to  the  court  of  directors,  recommending 
some  changes  in  the  system  of  provincial  councils.  The  di- 
rectors, in  their  reply  to  this  recommendation,  did,  in  1777, 
order  the  supreme  council  to  form  a  new  plan  for  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenues,  and  to  transmit  it  to  them  for  their  con- 
sidemtion. 

No  such  plan  was  transmitted ;  but  in  the  year  1781,  Mr. 
Hastings  having  obtained  a  majority  in  the  council,  he  again 
changed  the  whole  system,  both  of  the  collection  of  the  reve- 
nue and  of  the  executive  administration  of  civil  and  criminal 
justice.  And  who  were  the  persons  substituted  in  the  place 
of  those  whom  be  removed  ?  Names,  my  lords,  with  which 
you  «re  already  but  too  well  acquainted.  At  their  head 
stands  Munny  Begum ;  then  comes  his  own  domestic  and 
private  bribe  agent  Qunga  Govin  Sing;  then  his  banyan, 
Cantoo  Baboo ;  then,  that  instrument  of  all  evil,  Debi  Sing ; 
then  the  whole  tribe  of  his  dependants  white  and  black, 
whom  he  made  farmers  of  the  revenue,  with  Colonel  Han- 
nay  at  their  head ;  and  lastly,  his  confidential  residents,  se- 
cret agents,  and  private  secretaries,  Mr.  Middleton,  Miyor 
Palmer,  ice.  d&c. — Can  your  lordships  doubt,  for  a  single  in- 
stant, of  the  real  spirit  of  these  proceedings  ?  Can  you 
,doQbt  of  the  whole  design  having  originated  and  ended  in 
corruption  and  peculation  ? 

We  have  fully  stated  to  yon,  from  the  authority  of  these 
parties  themselves,  the  effects  and  consequences  of  these 
proceedings — ^namely,  the  dilapidation  of  the  revenues,  and 
the  ruin  and  desolation  of  the  provinces.    And,  my  lords, 
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what  ebe  could  have  been  expected  or  deaigtled  by  this 
sweeping  subversion  of  the  control  of  the  company's  aer^ 
rants  orer  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  the  vesting  of 
it  in  a  black  dewan,  but  frand  and  peculation  ?  What  elasi 
I  say,  was  to  be  expected  in  the  inextricable  tumiogs  and 
windings  of  that  black  mystery  of  iniquity,  but  the  ocm- 
cealment  of  every  species  of  wrong,  violence,  outrage,  and 
oppression  ?  Your  lordships  then  have  seen,  that  the  wIm^c 
country  was  put  into  the  hands  of  Ounga  Oovin  Sing;  and 
when  you  remember  who  this  Ounga  Oovin  Sing  n^ss,  and 
how  effectually  Mr.  Hastings  had  secured  him  against  detec* 
tion,  in  every  part  of  his  malpractices  and  atrocities,  can  you 
for  a  moment  hesitate  to  believe;  that  the  whole  project 
was  planned  and  executed  for  the  purpose  of  putting  all 
Bengal  under  contribution  to  Mr.  Hastings  ?  But  if  you 
are  resolved,  after  all  this,  to  entertain  a  good  opinion  of 
Mr.  Ha8tings-4f  you  have  taken  it  into  your  heads,  for 
reasons  best  known  to  yourselves,  to  imagine  that  he  has 
some  hidden  virtues,  which  in  the  government  of  Bengal  he 
has  not  displayed,  and  which,  to  us  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, have  not  been  discernible  in  any  one  single  instance ; 
these  virtues  may  be  fit  subjects  for  paragrai^s  in  newspapeis 
— *they  may  be  pleaded  for  him  by  the  partisans  of  his  In- 
dian facH&n.  But  your  lordships  will  do  well  to  remember 
that  it  is  not  to  Mr.  Hastings  hinkself  that  you  are  trusting, 
but  to  OuDga  Oovin  Sing.  If  the  committee  were  tools  in 
his  hands,  must  not  Mr.  Hastings  have  also  been  a  tool  in  his 
hands  ?— -If  they,  with  whom  he  daily  and  hourly  had  to 
transact  business,  and  whose  office  it  was  to  control  and  re- 
strain him,  were  unable  so  to  do,  is  this  control  and  restraint 
to  be  expected  from  Mr.  Hastiugs,  who  was  his  confidant, 
and  whose  corrupt  transactions  he  could  at  any  time  discover 
to  the  world  ?  My  worthy  colleague  has  traced  the  whole 
of  Mr.  Hastings's  bribe  account,  in  the  most  clear  and  satis- 
factory manner,  to  Gunga  Oovin  Sing — him  first — him  last— 
him  midst,  and  without  end.    If  we  fail  of  the  conviction 
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of  the  prisoner  at  your  bari  your  iordshipe  will  not  have  ac- 
quitted Mr.  Hastings  merely,  but  you  will  confirm  all  the 
robberies  and  rapines  of  Gnnga  Go?in  Sing.    You  will  re- 
cognise him  as  a  faithful  gpTemor  of  India.     Yes,  my  lords, 
let  OS  rejoice  in  this  man.    Let  us  adopt  him  as  our  own. 
Let  our  country — let  this  House  be  proud  of  him !    If  Mr. 
Hastings  can  be  acquitted,  we  must  admit  Gunga  GoyIq 
Sing's  government  to  be  the  greatest  blessing  that  ever  hap- 
pmed  to  mankind.     But  if  Gunga  Govin  Sing's  govem- 
ment  be  the  greatest  curse  that  ever  befel  sufiering  humanity, 
as  we  assert  it  to  have  been,  there  is  the  man  that  placed  him 
in  it ;  there  is  his  father,  his  god&ther,  the  first  author  and 
origin  of  all  these  evils  and  calamities.    My  lords,  remember 
Dinagepore ;  remeniber  the  bribe  of  £40,000,  which  Gunga 
Govin  Sing  procured  for  Mr.  Hastings  in  that  province,  and 
the  subsequent  horror  of  that  scene. 

But,  my  lords,  do  you  extend  your  confidence  to  Gunga 
Govin  Sing  ?  Not  even  the  face  of  this  man,  to  whom  the 
revenues  of  the  company,  together  with  the  estates,  fortunes, 
reputations,  and  lives  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  country  were 
delivered  over,  is  known  in  those  provinces.  He  resides  at 
Calcutta^  and  is  represented  by  a  variety  of  under  agents. 
Do  you  know  Govin  Ghose  ?  Do  you  know  Nundalol  ?  Do 
you  know  the  whole  tribe  of  peculators,  whom  Mr.  Hastings 
calls  his  faithful  domestic  servants  ?  Do  you  know  all  the 
persons  that  Gunga  Govin  Sing  must  employ  in  the  various 
ramifications  of  the  revenues  throughout  all  the  provinces  ? 
Are  you  prepared  to  trust  all  these  7  The  board  of  revenue 
has  confessed  that  it  could  not  control  them.  Mr.  Hastings 
himself  could  not  control  them.  The  establishment  of  this 
system  was  like  Sin's  opening  the  gates  of  hell ;  like  her  he 
could  open  the  gate)  but  to  shut,  as  Milton  says,  exceeded 
his  power.  The  former  establishments^  if  defective,  or  if 
abuses  were  found  in  them,  might  have  been  corrected. 
There  was  at  least  the  means  of  detecting  and  punishing 
abusa.    But  Mr.  Hastings  destroyed   the  means  of  doing 
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either,  by  putting  the  whole  country  into  the  hands  of  Oon- 
ga  Govin  Sing. 

Now,  having  seen  all  these  things  done,  look  to  the  ac- 
count. Your  lordships  will  now  be  pleased  to  look  at  ^his 
business,  as  a  mere  account  of  revenue.  You  will  find,  on 
comparing  the  three  years  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  was  in 
the  minority,  with  the  three  years  after  the  appointment 
of  this  committee,  that  the  assessment  upon  the  country 
increased,  but  that  the  revenue  was  diminished;  and  you 
will  also  find,  which  is  a  matter  that  ought  to  astonish  you, 
that  the  expenses  of  the  collections  were  increased,  by  no 
less  a  sum  than  £600,000.  You  may  judge  from  this  what 
riot  there  was  in  rapacity  and  ravage,  both  amongst  the 
European  and  native  agents,  but  chiefly  amongst  the  na- 
tives ;  for  Mr.  Hastings  did  not  divide  the  greatest  part  of 
this  spoil  among  the  company's  servants,  but  among  this 
gang  of  black  dependants. 

These  accounts  are  in  pages  1273  and  1274  of  your  min- 
utes. My  lords,  weighty  indeed  would  have  been  the  charge 
brought  before  your  lordships  by  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain,  against  the  prisoner  at  your  bar,  if  they  had  fixed 
upon  no  other  crime  or  misdemeanor  than  that  which  I  am 
now  pressing  upon  you.  His  throwing  off  the  allegiance  of 
the  company,  his  putting  a  black  master  over  himself,  and 
his  subjecting  the  whole  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orissa,  the 
whole  of  the  company's  servants,  the  company's  revenues, 
the  company's  farms,  to  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  But,  my  lords, 
it  is  a  very  curious  and  remarkable  thing,  that  we  have  traced 
this  man  as  Mr.  Hastings's  bribe  broker,  up  to  the  time  of  the 
nomination  of  this  committee ;  we  have  traced  him  through 
a  regular  series  of  bribery  ;  he  is  Mr.  Hastings's  bribe  broker 
at  Patna  ]  he  is  Mr.  Hastings's  bribe  broker  at  Nuddea  ;  he  is 
his  bribe  broker  at  Dinagepore ;  we  find  him  his  bribe  broker 
in  all  these  places  ;  but  from  the  moment  that  this  committee 
was  constituted,  it  became  a  gulph  in  which  the  prevention, 
the  detection,  and  the  correction  of  all  kind  of  abuses  were 
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sunk  and  lost  for  ever.    From  the  time  when  this  committee 
and  Gunga  Govin  Sing  were  appointed,  you  do  not  find  one 
word  more  of  Mr.  Hastings's  bribes.    Had  he  then  ceased  to 
receive  any  ?  or  where  are  you  to  look  for  them  ?    You  are 
to  look  for  them  in  that  £600,000  excess  of  expense  in  the 
revenue  department,  and  in  the  rest  of  all  that  corrupt  traffic 
of  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  of  which  we  gave  you  specimens  at 
the  time  we  proved  his  known  bribes  to  you.     These  are 
nothing  but  index  hands  to  point  out  to  you  the  immense  mass 
of  comiption  which  had  its  origin,  and  was  daily  accumu- 
lating in  these  provinces,  under  the  protection  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings.    And  can  you  think,  and  can  we  talk  of  such  transac- 
tions, without  feeling  emotions  of  indignation  and  horror  not 
to  be  described  ?    Can  we  contemplate  such  scenes  as  these 
— can  we  look  upon  those  desolated  provinces — upon  a  coun- 
try so  ravaged — a  people  so  subdued — ^Mahomedans,  Gen- 
toos,  our  own  countrymen  all  trampled  under  foot,  by  this 
tyrant ;  can  we  do  this  without  giving  expression  to  those 
feelings,  which,  after  animating  us  in  this  life,  will  comfort 
us  when  we  die,  and  will  form  our  best  part  in  another  7 

My  lords,  I  am  now  at  the  last  day  of  my  endeavors  to 
inspire  your  lordships  with  a  just  sense  of  these  unexampled 
atrocities.  I  have  had  a  great  encyclopedia  of  crimes  to  deal 
with ;  I  will  get  through  them  as  soon  as  1  can ;  and  I  pray 
your  lordships  to  believe,  that  if  I  omit  any  thing,  it  is  to 
time  I  sacrifice  it ;  that  it  is  to  want  of  strength  I  sacrifice 
it ;  that  it  is  to  necessity,  and  not  from  any  despair  of  making, 
from  the  records  and  from  the  evidence,  matter  so  omitted  as 
black  as  any  thing  that  I  have  yet  brought  before  you. 

The  next  thing,  of  which  I  have  to  remind  your  lordships 
respecting  these  black  agents  of  the  prisoner,  is,  that  we  find 
him  just  before  his  departure  from  India,  recommending  three 
of  them — Gunga  Govin  Sing,  Gunga  Ghose,  and  Nundalol, 
as  persons  fit  and  necessary  to  be  rewarded  for  their  services 
by  the  company.  Now  your  lordships  will  find  that  of  these 
faithful  domestic  servants,  there  is  not  one  of  them  who  was 
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not  ooocerned  in  these  enoimous  briberies,  and  in  betraying 
their  own  native  and  natural  master.  If  I  had  time  for  it,  I 
beliere,  I  could  trace  every  person  to  be,  in  proportion  to  Mr. 
Hastings's  confidence  in  him,  the  author  of  some  great  vil- 
lany.  These  persons,  he  thinks,  had  not  been  sufficiently  re- 
warded, and  accordingly  he  reconomends  to  the  board,  as  his 
dying  legacy,  provision  for  these  faithful,  attached  servants  of 
his,  and  particularly  for  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  The  manner  in 
which  this  man  was  to  be  rewarded  makes  a  part  of  the  his- 
tory of  these  transactions,  as  curious  perhaps  as  was  ever  ex- 
hibited to  the  world.  Tour  lordships  will  find  it  in  page 
2841  of  your  minutes. 

The  rajah  of  Dinagepore  was  a  child  at  that  time  about 
eleven  years  old,  and  had  succeeded  to  the  rajahship,  (by 
what  means  I  shall  say  nothing,)  when  he  was  about  five 
years  old.    He  is  made  to  apply  to  Mr.  Hastings  for  leave  to 
grant  a  very  considerable  part  of  his  estate  to  Gunga  Govin 
Sing,  as  a  reward  for  his  services.   These  services  could  only 
be  known  to  the  ngah's  family,  by  having  robbed  it  of  at 
least  £40,000,  the  bribe  given  to  Mr.  Hastings.    But  the 
rajah's  family  is  so  little  satisfied  with  this  bountiful  and 
liberal  donation  to  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  that  they  desire  that 
several  pergunnabs  or  fsinns,  that  are  mentioned  in  the  applica- 
tion made  to  the  the  council,  should  be  separated  from  the 
family  estate  and  given  to  this  man.    Such  was  this  extraor- 
dinary gratitude ;  gratitude  not  for  money  received,  but  for 
money  taken  away ;  a  species  of  gratitude  unknown  in  any 
part  of  the  world  but  in  India ;  gratitude  pervading  every 
branch  of  the  family ;  bis  mother  coming  forward  and  peti- 
tioning likewise,  that  her  son  should  be  disinherited ;  his 
uncle,  the  natural  protector  and  guardian  of  his  minority, 
coming  forward,  and  petitioning  most  earnestly,  that  his 
nephew  should  be  disinherited ;  all  the  family  join  in  one 
voice  of  supplication  to  Mr.  Hastings,  that  Gunga  Grovin  Sing 
may  have  a  very  large  and  considerable  part  of  their  family 
estate  given  to  him.    Mr.  Hastings,  after  declaring  that  cer- 
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tain  circtunstances  respecting  this  property,  which  are  men- 
tioned in  his  minutes,  were  to  his  knowledge  true,  but  which 
your  lordships,  upon  examination,  will  find  to  be  &lse,  and 
falsified  in  every  particular,  recommends,  in  the  strongest 
manner,  to  the  board,  a  compliance  with  this  application. 
He  was  at  this  time  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  from  India^ 
in  haste  to  provide  for  his  faithful  servants ;  and  he  well 
knew  that  this  his  last  act  would  be  held  binding  upon  his 
successors,  who  were  devoted  to  him. 

Here,  indeed,  is  genuine  and  heroic  gratitude ;  gratitude 
for  money  received,  not  for  money  taken  away ;  and  yet  this 
gratitude  was  towards  a  person  who  had  paid  himself  cut  of 
the  benefit  which  had  been  conferred,  at  the  expense  of  a 
third  party.  For  Gunga  Govin  Sing  had  kept  for  himself 
£20,000  out  of  £40,000  taken  from  the  rajah.  For  this 
cheat,  stated  by  Mr.  Larkins  to  be  such,  and  allowed  by  Mr. 
Hastings  himself  to  be  such — he,  with  a  perfect  knowledge 
of  that  fraud  and  cheat  committed  upon  the  public,  (for  he 
pretends  that  the  money  was  meant  for  the  company,)  makes 
this  supplication  to  his  colleagues,  and  departs. 

After  his  departure,  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  telying  upon  the 
continuance  of  the  corrupt  influence  which  he  had  gained, 
had  the  impudence  to  come  forward  and  demand  the  confir- 
mation of  this  grant  by  the  council  general.  The  council, 
though  willing  to  accede  to  Mr.  Hastings's  proposition,  were 
stopped  in  a  moment  by  petitions  much  more  natural,  but  of 
a  direct  contrary  tenor.  The  poor  infant  rajah  raises  his  cries 
not  to  be  deprived  of  his  inheritance ;  his  mother  comes 
forward  and  conjures  the  council  not  to  oppress  her  son  and 
wrong  her  family ;  the  uncle  comes  and  supplicates  the  board 
to  save  from  ruin  these  devoted  victims  which  were  under 
his  protection.  All  these  counter-petitions  come  before  the 
council,  while  the  ink  is  hardly  dry  upon  the  petitions  which 
Mr.  Hastings  had  left  behind  him,  as  proofs  of  the  desire  of 
this  family  to  be  disinherited  in  favor  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing. 
Upon  the  receipt  of  these  remonstrances,  the  board  could  not 
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proceed  in  the  businees,  and  accordingly  Gunga  Qorin  Sing 
was  defeated. 

But  Gunga  Grovin  Sing  was  unwilling  to  quit  his  prey. 
And  what  does  he  do  7 — I  desire  your  lordships  to  consider 
seriously  the  reply  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  as  it  appears  upon 
your  minutes. — It  is  a  bold  answer.  He  denies  the  right  of 
the  rajah  to  these  estates.  Why,  says  he,  all  property  in  this 
country  depends  upon  the  will  of  your  government ;  how 
came  this  rajah's  family  into  possession  of  this  great  zemin- 
dary  7  Why,  they  got  it  at  first  by  the  mere  favor  of  govern- 
ment The  whole  was  an  iniquitous  transaction.  This  is  a 
family,  that  in  some  former  age  has  robbed  others,  and  now 
let  me  rob  them.  In  support  of  this  claim,  he  adds  the  ex- 
istence of  other  precedents;  namely,  that  many  clerks  or 
mutseddies  and  banyans  at  Calcutta  had,  as  he  says,  got  pos- 
session of  the  lands  of  other  people,  without  any  pretence  of 
right. — ^Wby  should  not  I  ?  Good  God,  what  precedents  are 
these  ! — ^Your  lordships  shall  now  hear  the  razynama,  or  testi- 
monial, which,  since  Mr.  Hastings's  arrival  in  England,  this 
rajah  has  been  induced  to  send  to  the  company  from  India, 
and  you  will  judge  then  of  the  state  in  which  Mr.  Hastings 
has  left  that  country.  Hearken,  my  lords,  I  pray  you,  to  the 
razynama  of  this  man,  from  whom  JC40,000  was  taken  by 
Mr.  Hastings  and  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  and  against  whom  an 
attempt  was  made  by  the  same  persons,  to  deprive  him  of  his 
inheritance.  Listen  to  this  razynama,  and  then  judge  of  all 
the  other  testimonials  which  have  been  produced  on  the  part 
of  the  prisoner  at  your  bar.  His  counsel  rest  upon  them — 
they  glory  in  them,  and  we  shall  not  abate  them  one  of  these 
precious  testimonials.  They  put  the  voice  of  grateful  India 
against  the  voice  of  ungrateful  England.  Now,  hear  what 
grateful  India  says,  after  our  having  told  you  for  what  it  was 
so  grateful. 

"  I,  Radaunat,  zemindar  of  pergunnah,  Havelly  Penjuna, 
&c.,  commonly  called  Dinagepore  : — ^As  it  has  been  learnt  by 
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the  matseddies  and  the  respectable  officers  of  my  zemindary; 
that  the  ministers  of  England  are  diq)leased  with  the  late 
Governor  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.,  upon  the  suspicion  that  he 
oppressed  us,  took  money  from  us  by  deceit  and  force,  and 
ruined  the  country — ^therefore,  we,  upon  the  strength  of  our 
religion,  which  we  think  it  incumbent  on  and  necessary  for 
us  to  abide  by,  following  the  rules  laid  down  in  giving  evi- 
dence, declare  the  particulars  of  the  deeds  of  Warren  Hast- 
ings, Esq.  full  of  circumspection  and  caution,  civility  and 
justice,  superior  to  the  conduct  of  the  most  learned ;  and  by 
representing  what  is  fact,  wipe  away  the  doubts  that  have 
possessed  the  minds  of  the  ministers  of  England.  That  Mr. 
Hastings  is  possessed  of  fidelity  and  confidence  and  yielding 
protection  to  us ;  that  he  is  clear  of  the  contamination  of 
mistrust  and  wrong,  and  his  mind  is  free  of  covetousness  or 
avarice.  During  the  time  of  his  administration,  no  one  saw 
other  conduct  than  that  of  protection  to  the  husbandmen  and 
justice ;  no  inhabitant  ever  experienced  afflictions ;  no  one 
ever  felt  oppression  from  him ;  our  reputations  have  always 
been  guarded  from  attacks  by  his  prudence,  and  our  families 
have  always  been  protected  by  his  justice." 

Good  God !  my  lords,  *^  our  families  protected  by  his  jus- 
HceP^  What  I  after  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  in  concert  with 
Mr.  Hastings^  had  first  robbed  him  of  £40,000,  and  then  had 
attempted  to  snatch,  as  it  were,  out  of  the  mouths  of  babes 
and  sucklings,  the  inheritance  of  their  fathers,  and  to  deprive 
this  infant  ef  a  great  part  of  his  family  estate  t  Here  is  a 
child,  eleven  years  old,  wl^o  never  could  have  seen  Mr.  Hast- 
ings ;  who  could  know  nothing  of  him  but  from  the  heavy 
hand  of  oppression^  affliction,  wrong,  and  robbery,  brought 
to  bear  testimony  to  the  virtues  of  Mr.  Hastings,  before  a 
British  parliament.  Such  is  the  confidence  they  repose  in 
their  hope  of  having  bribed  the  English  nation  by  the  mil- 
lions and  millions  of  money,  the  countless  lacks  of  rupees 
poured  into  it  from  India ;  that  they  had  dared  to  bring  this 


512       SPEECH  IN  THE  IMPEACHMENT  OF 

poor  robbed  infant,  to  bear  testimony  to  the  character  of  Mr* 
Hastings.    These  «e  the  things  which  are  to  be  opposed  to 
the  mass  of  evidence,  which  the  Houae  of  Commons  bring 
against  this  man ;  evidenoe  which  they  bring  from  his  own 
acts,  his  own  writing,  and  his  own  records ;  a  cloud  of  testi- 
mony furnished  by  himself,  in  support  of  chaiges  biooght 
forward  and  urged  by  us  agreeaUy  to  the  magnitude  of  his 
crimes,  with  the  horror  which  is  inspired  by  them,  and  with 
the  contempt  due  to  this  paltry  attempt  towards  his  defence-^ 
which  they  had  dared  to  produce  from  the  hands  of  an  infismt, 
but  eleven  years  old,  when  Mr.  Hastings  quitted  that  country. 
But  to  proceed  with  the  razynama  :*-*<*  He  never  onodtted 
the  smallest  instance  of  kindness  towards  us,  but  healed  the 
wounds  of  despair  with  the  salve  of  consolation,  by  means  of 
his  benevolent  and  kind  behavior,  never  permitting  one  of  us 
to  sink  into  the  pit  of  despondence ;  he  supported  every  one 
by  his  goodness,  overset  the  designs  of  evil-minded  men,  by 
his  authority,  tied  the  hand  of  oppression,  with  the  strongest 
bandage  of  justice,  and  by  these  means  expanded  the  pleasing 
appearance  of  happiness  and  joy  over  us ;  he  reestablished 
justice  and  impartiality.    We  were  during  his  government 
in  the  enjoyment  of  perfect  happiness  and  ease,  and  many  of 
us  are  thankful  and  satisfied.    As  Mr.  Hastings  was  well 
acquainted  with  our  manners  and  customs,  he  was  always 
desirous  in  every  respect  of  doing  whatever  would  preserve 
our  religious  rites,  and  guard  them  against  every  kind  of 
accident  and  injury ;  and  at  all  times  protected  us.    What* 
ever  we  have  experienced  from  him,  and  whatever  haj^ened 
from  him,  we  have  written  without  deceit  or  exaggeiation.'' 

My  lords,  before  I  take  leave  of  this  affair  of  bribes  end  of 
the  great  bribe  broker,  let  me  just  offer  a  remark  to  your 
lordships  upon  one  curious  transaction.  My  lords,  we  have 
charged  a  bribe  taken  from  the  nabob  of  Oude,  and  we  have 
stated  the  corrupt  and  scandalous  proceeding  which  attended 
it.     I  thought  I  had  done  with  Oude ;  but  as  there  is  a 
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golden  chain  between  all  the  virtues,  so  there  is  a  golden 
chain  which  links  together  all  the  vices.  Mr.  Hastings,  as  you 
have  seen,  and  as  my  honorable  colleague  has  fuUy  opened 
it  to  you,  received  a  bribe  or  corrupt  present  from  the  nabob 
of  Oude,  in  September,  1781.  We  heard  no  more  of  this 
bribe  than  what  we  had  stated,  (no  other  trace  of  it  ever  ap* 
pearing  in  the  company's  records,  except  in  a  private  letter 
written  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  court  of  directors,  and  after- 
wards in  a  communication  such  as  you  have  heard  through 
Mr.  Larkins,)  till  October,  1783. 

Biit»  my  lords,  we  have  since  discovered,  through  and  in 
consequence  of  the  violent  disputes  which  took  place  between 
Mr.  Hastings  and  the  clan  of  residents  that  were  in  Oude, 
the  resident  of  the  company,  Mr.  Bristow,  the  two  residents 
of  Mr.  Hastings,  Mr.  Middleton  and  Mr.  Johnson,  and  the 
two  residents  sent  by  him  to  watch  over  all  the  rest.  Major 
Palmer  and  Major  Davy; — upon  quarrels,  I  say,  between 
them,  we  discovered  that  Mr.  Middleton  had  received  the  offer 
of  a  present  of  £100,000  in  February,  1782.  This  circum- 
stance is  mentioned  in  a  letter  of  Mr.  Middleton's,  in  which 
he  informs  Mr.  Hastings  that  the  nabob  had  destined  such  a 
sum  for  him. 

Now  thq  first  thing  that  will  occur  to  your  lordships,  upon 
such  an  affair,  will  be  a  desire  to  know  what  it  was  that  in- 
duced the  nabob  to  make  this  offer.  It  was  but  in  the  Sep- 
tember preceding,  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  received,  for  his 
private  i^se,  as  the  nabob  conceived,  so  bountiful  a  present  as 
jeiOO,000 ;  what  motive  then  could  he  have  had  in  February, 
to  offer  him  another  £100,000? — This  man,  at  the  time,  was 
piercing  heaven  itself  with  the  cries  of  despondency,  despair, 
beggary,  and  ruin.  You  have  seen,  that  he  was  forced  to  rob 
his  own  family,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  company's  demands 
upon  him  ;  and  yet  this  is  precisely  the  time  when  he  thinks 
proper  to  offer  £100,000  to  Mr.  Hastings.  Does  not  the  mind 
of  every  man  revolt,  whilst  he  exclaims — and  say.  What ! 
another  £100,000  to  Mr.  Hastings!  What  reason  had  the 
VOL.  viii.  33 
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nabob  to  think  Mr.  Hastings  so  monstrously  insatiable,  that, 
having  but  the  September  before  received  £100,000,  he  must 
give  him  another  in  February  ? — ^My  lords,  he  must,  in  the 
interval,  have  threatened  the  nabob  with  some  horrible  catas- 
trophe, from  which  he  was  to  redeem  himself  by  this  second 
present.  You  can  assign  no  other  motive  for  his  giving  it 
We  know  not  what  answer  Mr.  Hastings  made  to  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton,  upon  that  occasion,  but  we  find  that  in  the  year  1783 
Mr.  Hastings  asserts,  that  he  sent  up  Major  Palmer  and  Major 
Davy,  to  persuade  the  nabob  to  transfer  this  present,  which 
the  nabob  intended  for  him,  to  the  company's  service.  Re- 
mark, my  lords,  the  progress  of  this  affair.  In  a  formal  accu- 
sation preferred  against  Mr.  Middleton,  he  charges  him  with 
obstructing  this  design  of  his.  In  this  accusation,  my  lords, 
you  find  him  at  once  in  the  curious  character  of  {Nrosecutor, 
witness,  and  judge. 

Let  us  see  how  he  comports  himself.  I  shall  only  state  to 
you  one  of  the  articles  of  his  impeachment.  It  is  the  third 
charge ;  it  is  in  page  1267  of  your  lordships'  minutes : — 
<<  For  sending  repeatedly  to  the  vizier  and  to  his  minister, 
Hyder  Beg  Ehan,  to  advise  them  against  transferring  the  ten 
lacks  of  rupees,  intended  as  a  present  to  the  governor-general, 
to  the  company's  account ;  as  it  would  be  a  precedent  for 
further  demands,  which  if  the  vizier  did  not  refuse  in  the 
first  instance,  the  government  would  never  cease  to  harass 
him  for  money." 

The  first  thing,  that  will  occur  to  your  lordships,  is  an  as- 
sertion of  the  accuser's : — "  I  am  morally  certain,  that  jay- 
daads  or  assets  for  ten  lacks,  either  in  assignment  of  land  or 
in  bills,  had  been  prepared,  and  were  in  the  charge  or  posses- 
sion of  Mr.  Middleton,  before  Major  Palmer'a  arrival,  and  left 
with  Mr.  Johnson  on  Mr.  Middleton's  departure." 

My  lords,  here  is  an  accusation,  that  Mr.  Middleton  had 
actually  received  money,  either  in  bills  or  assets  of  some  kind 
or  other ;  and  that,  upon  quitting  his  residency,  he  had  handed 
it  over  to  his  successor,  Mr.  Johnson.     Here  are  then  facts 
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asserted,  and  we  must  suppose  substantiated*  Here  is  a 
sum  of  money  to  be  accounted  for,  in  which  there  is  a  gross 
malversation  directly  charged  as  to  these  particulars,  in  Mr. 
Hastings's  opinion.  Mr.  Macpherson,  another  member  of  the 
council,  has  declared,  that  he  understood  at  the  time,  that  the 
ten  lacks  were  actually  deposited  in  bills,  and  that  it  was  not 
a  mere  offer  made  by  the  nabob  to  pay  such  a  sum  from  the 
future  revenue  of  the  country.  Mr.  Hastings  has  these  facts 
disclosed  to  him.  He  declares  that  he  was  ^^  morally  certain  " 
of  it ;  that  is,  as  certain  as  a  man  can  be  of  any  thing,  be- 
cause physical  certitude  does  not  belong  to  such  matters. 
The  first  thing  you  will  naturally  ask  is,  why  does  he  not 
ask  Mr.  Johnson  how  he  had  disposed  of  that  money,  which 
Mr.  Middleton  had  put  in  his  hands?  He  does  no  such 
thing  ;  he  passes  over  it  totally,  as  if  it  were  no  part  of  the 
matter  in  question,  and  the  accusation  against  Mr.  Middleton 
terminates  in  the  manner  you  will  there  find  stated.  When 
Mr.  Johnson  is  asked,  why  was  not  that  money  applied  to 
the  company^s  service  ?  he  boldly  steps  forward,  and  says,  I 
prevented  it  from  being  so  applied.  It  never  was,  it  never 
ought  to  have  been  so  applied ;  such  an  appropriation  of 
money  to  be  taken  from  the  nabob  would  have  been  enor- 
mous upon  that  occasion. 

What  then  does  Mr.  Hastings  do  ?  Does  he  examine  Mr. 
Middleton  upon  the  subject,  who  charges  himself  with  having 
received  the  money  ? — Mr.  Middleton  was  at  that  very  time 
in  Calcutta,  called  down  thither  by  Mr.  Hastings  himself. 
One  would'  naturally  expect  that  he  would  call  upon  him,  to 
explain  for  what  purpose  he.  left  the  money  with  Mr.  John- 
son. He  did  no  such  thing.  Did  he  examine  Mr.  Johnson 
himself,  who  was  charged  with  having  received  the  money 
from  Mr.  Middleton  ?  Did  he  ask  him,  what  he  had  done 
with  that  money  ?  Not  one  word.  Did  he  send  for  Major 
Palmer  and  Major  Davy  to  account  for  it  ?  No.  Did  he  call 
any  shroff,  any  banker,  any  one  person  concerned  in  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money  ;  or  any  one  person  in  the  management 
33* 
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of  the  revenue  ?  No,  not  one.— -Directly  in  the  face  of  his 
own  assertions,  directly  contrary  to  his  moral  conviction  of 
the  fact,  that  the  money  had  been  actually  deposited,  he  tries 
Mr.  Johnson  coUusively  and  obliquely ;  not  upon  the  account 
of  what  was  done  with  the  money,  but  why  it  was  prevented 
from  being  applied  to  the  company's  service  ;  and  he  acquits 
him  in  a  manner  that  (taking  the  whole  of  it  together)  will 
give  yoAr  lordships  the  finest  idea  possible  of  a  Bengal  judi- 
cature, as  exercised  by  Mr.  Hastings. 

"  I  am  not  sorry,"  says  he,  "  that  Mr.  Johnson  chose  to 
defeat  my  intentions,  since  it  would  have  added  to  the  na- 
bob's distresses,  but  with  no  immediate  relief  to  the  company. 
If,  in  his  own  breast,  he  can  view  the  secret  motives  of  this 
transaction,  and  on  their  testimony  approve  it,  I  also  acquit 
him." — Merciful  God !  Here  is  a  man  accused  by  regular 
articles  of  impeachment.  The  accuser  declares,  he  is  morally 
certain  that  the  money  had  been  received,  but  was  prevented 
from  being  applied  to  its  destination  by  the  person  accused, 
and  he  acquits  him !  Does  he  acquit  him,  from  his  own 
knowledge,  or  from  any  evidence  ?  No ;  but  he  applies  to 
the  man's  conscience,  and  says,  if  you  in  your  conscience 
can  acquit  yourself,  I  acquit  you. 

Here  then  is  a  proceeding,  the  most  astonishing  and 
shameless  that  perhaps  was  ever  witnessed  ;  a  court  trying  a 
man  for  a  delinquency  and  misapplication  of  money,  destined, 
in  the  first  instance,  for  the  use  of  the  judge,  but  \7hich  he 
declares  ought,  in  his  own  opinion,  to  be  set  apart  for  nhe 
public  use ;  and  which  he  was  desirous  of  applying  to  the 
company's  service,  without  regard  to  his  own  interest ;  and 
then  the  judge  declaring  he  is  not  sorry  that  his  purpose 
had  been  defeated  by  the  party  accused.  Instead,  however, 
of  censuring  the  accused,  he  applies  to  the  man's  own  con- 
science : — ^Does  your  conscience,  says  he,  acquit  you  of 
having  acted  wrong  ?  The  accused  makes  no  reply  ,*  and 
then  Mr.  Hastings,  by  an  hypothetical  conclusion  acquits  him. 

Mr.  Hastings  is  accused  by  the  Commons,  for  that  having 


WARREN  HASnnOS,  ESQ.  517 

a  moral  certainty  of  the  money's  being  intended  for  his  use, 
he  would  not  have  ceased  to  inquire  into  the  actual  applica- 
tion of  it,  but  from  some  corrupt  motive  and  intention.  With 
this  he  is  charged.  He  comes  before  you  to  make  his  de- 
fence. Mr.  Middleton  is  in  England.  Does  he  call  Mr. 
Middleton  to  explain  it  here  ?  Does  he  call  upon  Mr.  John- 
son, who  was  the  other  day  in  this  court,  to  account  for  it  ? 
Why  did  he  not,  when  he  sent  for  these  curious  papers  and 
testimonials  to  Major  Palmer,  (the  person  authorized,  as  he 
pretends,  by  him,  to  resign  all  his  pretensions  to  the  money 
procured,)  s^id  for  Major  Palmer,  who  is  the  person  that 
accused  him  in  this  business  ?  Why  not  send  for  him  to  bear 
some  testimony  respecting  it  ?  No ;  he  had  time  enough  ; 
but  at  no  one  time,  and  in  no  place,  did  he  do  this ;  there- 
fore the  imputation  of  the  foulest  corruption  attaches  upon 
him,  joined  with  the  infamy  of  a  collusive  prosecution,  in- 
stituted for  the  sake  of  a  collusive  acquittal. 

Having  explained  to  your  lordships  the  nature,  and  detailed 
the  circumstances,  as  far  as  we  are  acquainted  with  them,  of 
this  fraudulent  transaction,  we  have  only  further  to  remind 
you,  that,  though  Mr.  Middleton  was  declared  guilty  of  five 
of  the  six  charges  brought  against  him  by  Mr.  Hastings,  yet 
the  next  thing  you  hear  is,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  after  declaring 
that  this  conduct  of  Mr.  Middleton  had  been  very  bad,  and 
that  the  conduct  of  the  other  servants  of  the  company  con- 
cerned with  him  had  been  ten  times  worse,  he  directly 
appoints  him  to  one  of  the  most  honorable  and  confidential 
offices  the  company  had  to  dispose  of-— he  sends  him  ambas- 
sador to  the  nizam ;  to  give  to  all  the  courts  of  India  a 
specimen  of  the  justice,  honor,  and  decency  of  the  British 
government. 

My  lords,  with  regard  to  the  bribe  for  the  entertainment^ 
I  only  beg  leave  to  make  one  observation  to  you  upon  that 
article.  I  could  say,  if  the  time  would  admit  it,  a  great  deal 
upon  that  subject ;  but  I  wish  to  compress  it,  and  I  shall 
therefore  only  recommend  it  in  general  to  your  lordships' 
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deliberate  consideiation.  The  covenant  subsisting  between 
the  company  and  its  servants  was  made  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  patting  an  end  to  all  such  entertainments.  By  this 
convention  it  is  ordered,  that  no  presents  exceeding  £200 
shall  be  accepted  upon  any  pretence  for  an  entertainment 
The  covenant  was  intended  to  put  an  end  to  the  custom  of 
receiving  money  for  entertainments,  even  when  visiting  an 
independent  oriental  prince.  But  your  lordships  know  that 
the  nabob  was  no  prince,  but  a  p6br,  miserable,  undone 
dependant  upon  the  company.  The  present  was  also  taken 
by  Mr.  Hastings,  at  a  time  when  he  went  upon  the  cruel 
commission  of  cutting  down  the  nabob's  allowance  from 
£400,000  to  £260,000— and  when  he  was  reducing  to  beg- 
gary thousands  of  persons,  who  were  dependent  for  bread 
upon  the  nabob ;  and  ruining,  perhaps,  forty  thousand  others. 
I  shall  say  no  more  upon  that  subject,  thoughi  in  truth,  it  is 
a  thing  upon  which  much  observation  might  be  made. 

I  shall  now  pass  on  to  another  article  connected  with, 
though  not  making  a  direct  part  of,  that  of  corrupt  bribery  ; 
I  mean  the  swindling  subterfuges,  by  which  he  has  attempted 
to  justify  his  corrupt  practices.  At  one  time  he  defends 
them,  by  pleading  the  necessities  of  his  own  affairs,  as  when 
he  takes  presents  and  entertainments  avowedly  for  his  own 
profits.  At  another  time  he  defends  them,  by  pleading  the 
goodness  of  his  intentions.  He  intended,  he  says,  to  give  the 
money  to  the  company.  His  last  plea  has  something  in  it 
(which  shall  I  say  ?)  of  a  more  awful  or  of  a  more  abandoned 
character,  or  of  both.  In  the  settlement  of  his  public 
account  before  he  left  India,  he  takes  credit  for  a  bond  which 
he  had  received  from  Nobkissin,  upon  some  account  or  other. 
He  then  returns  to  England,  and  what  does  he  do  ?  Pay  off? 
No.  Give  up  the  bond  to  the  company  ?  No.  He  says,  I 
will  account  to  the  company  for  this  money ;  and  when  he 
comes  to  give  this  account  of  the  expenditure  of  this  money, 
your  lordships  will  not  be  a  little  astonished  at  the  items  of 
it.     One  is  for  founding  a  Mahomedan  college.     It  is  a  very 
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Strange  thing  that  rajah  Nobkissin,  who  is  a  Gentoo,- should 
be  employed  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  found  a  Mahomeda»coUege. 
We  will  allow  Mr.  Hastings,  who  is  a  Christian^  or  would  be 
thought  a  Christian,  to  grow  pious  at  last;  and  as  many 
others  have  done,  who  have  spent  their  lives  in  fraud,  rapac- 
ity, and  peculation,  to  seek  amends, ^and  to  expiate  his  crimes, 
by  charitable  foundations.  Nay,  we  will  suppose  Mr.  Hast^ 
ings  to  have  taken  it  into  his  head  to  turn  Mahomedan 
(Gentop  he  could  not)  and  to  have  designed,  by  a  Mahome- 
dan foundation,  to  expiate  his  offences.  Be  it  so ;  but  why 
should  Nobkissin  pay  for  it  ?  We  will  pass  over  this  also. 
But  when  your  lordships  shall  hear  of  what  nature  that  foun- 
dation was,  I  believe  you  will  allow  that  a  more  extraordinary 
history  never  did  appear  in  the  world. 

In  the  first  place,  he  stated  to  the  council  on  the  18th  of 
April,  1781,  that  in  the  month  of  November,  1780,  a  petition 
was  presented  to  him  by  a  considerable  number  of  Mussul- 
men ;  in  compliance  with  which  this  Mahomedan  college 
appears  to  have  been  founded. ,  It  next  appears  from  his 
statement,  that  in  the  April  following,  (that  is,  within  about 
^x  months  after  the  foundation,)  many  students  had  finished 
their  education.  You  see  what  a  hot  bed  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption is ;  our  universities  cannot  furnish  an  education  in 
six  years.  In  India  they  have  completed  it  within  six 
months,  and  have  taken  their  degrees. 

Mr.  Hastings  says,  I  have  supported  this  establishment  to 
this  time  at  my  own  expense,  I  desire  the  company  will  now 
defray  the  charge  of  it.  He  then  calculates  what  the  ex- 
penses were ;  he  calculates  that  the  building  would  cost  about 
£6,000,  and  he  gets  from  the  company  a  bond  to  raise  m<Maey 
for  paying  this  £6,000.  You  apparently  have  the  building  • 
now  at  the  public  expense,  and  Mr.  Hastings  still  stands 
charged  with  the  expense  of  the  college  for  six  months.  He 
then  proposes  that  a  tract  of  land  should  be  given  for  the 
college,  to  the  value  of  about  3,000  odd  pounds  a  year ;  and 
that  in  the  mean  time  there  should  be  a  certain  sum  allotted 
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for  its  expenses.  After  this  Mr.  Hastings  writes  a  letter  from 
the  Ganges  to  the  company,  in  which  he  says  not  a  word 
about  the  expense  of  the  building ;  but  says  that  the  college 
was  founded  and  maintained  at  his  own  expense,  though  it 
was  thought  to  be  maintained  by  the  company  ;  and  he  fixes 
the  commencement  of  the  expense  in  September,  1779.  But 
after  all,  we  find  that  the  very  professor,  who  was  to  be  set- 
tled there,  never  so  much  as  arrived  in  Calcutta,  or  showed 
his  face  there,  till  some  time  afterwards.  And  look  at  Mr. 
Larkins's  private  accounts,  and  you  will  find  that  he  cha^s 
the  expense  to  have  commenced  not  until  October,  1781.  It 
is  no  error,  because  it  runs  through  and  is  so  accounted  in  the 
whole ;  and  it  thus  appears,  that  he  has  charged,  falsely 
and  fraudulently,  a  year  more  for  that  establishment  than  it 
cost  him. 

At  last  then,  when  he  was  coming  away,  (for  I  hasten  to 
the  conclusion  of  an  affair,  ludicrous  indeed  in  some  respects, 
but  not  unworthy  of  your  lordships'  consideration,)  "  after  re- 
marking that  he  had  experienced  for  three  years  the  utility 
of'  this  institution,  he  recommends  that  they  will  establish  a 
fund  for  J£3,000  a  year  for  it,  and  give  it  to  the  master."  He 
had  left  Gunga  Govin  Sing  as  a  Gentoo  legacy,  and  he  now 
leaves  the  Mussulmen  as  a  Mahomedan  legacy,  to  the  com- 
pany. Your  lordships  shall  now  hear  what  was  the  upshot 
of  the  whole.  The  company  soon  afterwards  hearing  that 
this  college  was  become  the  greatest  nuisance  in  Calcutta, 
and  that  it  had  raised  the  cries  of  all  the  inhabitants  against 
it ;  one  of  their  servants,  a  Mr.  Chapman,  was  deputed  by 
the  governor.  Sir  John  Shore,  to  examine  into  it,  and  your 
lordships  will  find  the  account  he  gives  of  it  in  your  minutes. 
In  short,  my  lords,  we  find  that  this  was  a  seminary  of  rob- 
bers, house-breakers,  and  every  nuisance  to  society,  so  that 
the  compan^  was  obliged  to  turn  out  the  master,  and  to 
remodel  the  whole.  Your  lordships  will  now  judge  of  the 
merits  and  value  of  this,  one  of  the  sets-off  brought  forward 
by  the  prisoner,  against  the  charges  which  we  have  brought 
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forward  against  him ;  it  began  in  injustice  and  peculation, 
and  ended  in  a  seminary  for  robbers  and  house-breakers. 

Nothing  now  remains  to  be  pressed  by  me  upon  your  lord- 
ships' consideration,  but  the  account  given  by  the  late  gov- 
emor-'general,  Earl  Comwallis,  of  the  state  in  which  he  found 
the  country  left  by  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Hastings,  the  prisoner 
at  your  bar.  But  patient  as  I  know  your  lordships  to  be,  I 
also  know  that  your  strength  is  not  inexhaustible,  and  though 
what  I  have  farther  to  add  will  not  consume  much  of  your 
lordships'  time,  yet  I  conceive  that  there  is  a  necessity  for 
deferring  it  to  another  day. 

[Adjourned. 


522  SPEECH  IN  THE  IMPEACHMElfT  OF 


TRIAL. 

MONDAY,  16th  JUNE,  1791 


NINTH  DAY  OF  REPLY. 

(Mb.  Bvkxb.) 

Mt  Lords, — I  should  think  it  necessary  to  make  an  apol- 
ogy to  your  lordships,  for  appearing  before  you  one  day  more, 
if  I  were  inclined  to  measure  this  business,  either  by  the 
standard  of  my  own  ability,  or  by  my  own  impatience,  or  by 
any  supposed  impatience  of  yours.  I  know  no  measure  in 
such  a  case,  but  the  nature  of  the  subject  and  the  duty 
which  we  owe  to  it.  You  will  therefore,  my  lords,  permit 
me,  in  a  few  words,  to  lead  you  back  to  what  we  did  yester- 
day, that  you  may  the  better  comprehend  the  manner  in 
which  I  mean  to  conclude  the  business  to-day. 

My  lords,  we  took  the  liberty  of  stating  to  you  the  condi- 
tion of  Bengal,  before  our  taking  possession  of  it,  and  of  the 
several  classes  of  its  inhabitants.  We  first  brought  before 
you  the  Mahomedan  inhabitants,  who  had  the  judicial  au- 
thority of  the  country  in  their  hands ;  and  we  proved  to  you 
the  utter  ruin  of  that  body  of  people,  and  with  them  of  the 
justice  of  the  country,  by  their  being  both  one  and  the  other 
sold  to  an  infamous  woman  called  Munny  Begum.  We  next 
showed  you,  that  the  whole  landed  interest,  the  zemindars  or 
Hindoo  gentry  of  the  country,  was  likewise  ruined  by  its 
being  given  over  by  letting  it  on  a  five  years'  lease  to  infa- 
mous farmers,  and  giving  it  up  to  their  merciless  exactions  ,* 
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and  afterwards  by  subjecting  the  rank  of  those  zemindars, 
their  title  deeds,  and  all  their  pecuniary  affairs,  to  the  minut- 
est scrutiny,  under  pain  of  criminal  punishment,  by  a  com- 
mission granted  to  a  nefarious  villain,  called  Gunga  Govin 
Sing.  We  lastly  showed  you,  that  the  remaining  third  class, 
that  of  the  English,  was  partly  corrupted,  or  had  its  authori- 
ty dissolved,  and  that  the  whole  superintending  English  con- 
trol was  subverted  or  subdued ;  that  the  products  of  the 
country  were  diminished,  and  that  the  revenues  of  the  com- 
pany were  dilapidated,  by  an  overcharge  of  expenses  in  four 
years,  to  the  amount  of  £600,000,  in  consequence  of  these 
corrupt,  dangerous,  and  mischievous  projects. 

We  have  farther  stated,  that  the  company's  servants  were 
corrupted  by  contracts  and  jobs ;  we  proved,  that  those  that 
were  not  so  corrupted,  were  removed  from  their  stations  or 
reduced  to  a  state  of  abject  dependance  ;  we  showed  you  the 
destruction  of  the  provincial  councils ;  the  destruction  of  the 
council  general ;  and  the  formation  of  a  committee  for  no 
other  ends  whatever,  but  for  the  purposes  of  bribery,  con- 
cealment, and  corruption.  We  next  stated  some  of  the  most 
monstrous  instances  of  that  bribery  ;  and  though  we  were  of 
opinion,  that  in  none  of  them  any  satisfactory  defence  worth 
mentioning  had  been  made,  yet  we  have  thought  that  this 
should  not  hinder  us  from  recalling  to  your  lordships'  recol- 
lection the  peculiar  nature  and  circumstances  of  one  of  those 
proceedings. 

The  proceedings,  to  which  we  wish  to  call  your  attention, 
are  those  belonging  to  the  second  bribe  given  by  the  nabob 
of  Oude  to  Mr.  Hastings.  Mr.  Hastings's  own  knowledge 
and  opinion,  that  that  money  was  set  apart  for  his  use,  either 
in  bills  or  assets,  I  have  before  stated ;  and  I  now  wish  to 
call  your  lordships'  minute  recollection  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  fraudulent  impeachment  of  Mr.  Middleton,  for  the 
purpose  of  stifling  an  inquiry  into  that  business,  was  carried 
on.  Your  lordships  will  remember  that  I  proved  to  you, 
upon  the  face  of  that  jMroceeding,  the  collusive  nature  of  the 


624  SPEECH  IN  THE  IMPEACHMENT  OF 

accusation;  and  that  the  real  state  of  the  case  was  not 
charged ;  and  that  Mr.  Hastings  acquitted  the  party  accused, 
of  one  article  of  the  charge,  not  upon  the  evidence  of  the 
case,  contrary  to  his  own  avowed,  declared,  moral  certainty 
of  his  guilt,  but  upon  a  pretended  appeal  to  the  conscience  of 
the  man  accused.  He  did  not,  however,  give  him  a  com- 
plete, formal,  ofBicial  acquittal,  but  referred  the  matter  to  the 
court  of  directors,  who  could  not  possibly  know  any  thing 
of  the  matter,  without  one  article  of  evidence  whatever  pro- 
duced at  the  time,  or  transmitted.  We  lastly  proved  to  you, 
that,  after  finding  him  guilty  of  five  charges,  and  leaving  the 
other  to  the  court  of  directors,  Mr.  Hastings,  without  any 
reason  assigned,  appointed  him  to  a  great  ofBice  in  the  com- 
pany's service. 

These  proceedings  were  brought  before  you  for  two  pur- 
poses ; — ^first,  to  show  the  corrupt  principle  of  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding— ^next,  to  show  the  manner  in  which  the  company's 
servants  are  treated.  They  are  accused  and  persecuted,  until 
they  are  brought  to  submit  to  whatever  terms  it  may  be 
thought  proper  to  impose  upon  them.  They  are  then  for- 
mally, indeed,  acquitted  of  the  most  atrocious  crimes  charged 
against  them ;  but  virtually  condemned  upon  some  articles, 
with  the  scourge  hung  over  them ;  and  in  some  instances 
rewarded  by  the  greatest,  most  honorable,  and  most  lucrative 
situations  in  the  company's  service.  My  lords,  it  is  on  the 
same  ground  of  the  wicked,  pernicious,  and  ruinous  princi- 
ples of  Mr.  Hastings's  government,  that  I  have  charged  this 
with  every  thing  that  is  chargeable  against  him,  namely,  that 
if  your  lordships  should  ratify  those  principles  by  your  ac- 
quittal of  him,  they  become  principles  of  government ;  re- 
jected, indeed,  by  the  Commons,  but  adopted  by  the  Peerage 
of  Great  Britain. 

There  is  another  article  which  I  have  just  touched  ;  but 
which  I  must  do  more  than  barely  notice,  upon  account  of 
the  evil  example  of  it— I  mean  the  taking  great  sums  of 
money,  under  pretence  of  an  entertainment.     Your  lordships 
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will  recollect,  that  when  this  business  was  charged  against 
him  in  India,  Mr.  Hastings  neither  affirmed  nor  denied  the 
fact.     Confession  could  not  be  there  extorted  from    him. 
He  next  appeared  befpre  the  House  of  Commons,  and  he 
still  evaded  a  denial  or  a  confession  of  it.    He  lastly  ap- 
peared before  your  lordships,    and    in  his  answer  to  our 
charge,  he  in  the  same  manner  evaded  either  a  confession 
or  a   denial.     He  forced  us  to  employ  a  great  part  of  a 
session,  in  endeavoring  to  establish  what  we  have  at  last 
established,  the  receipt  of  the  sums  first  charged,  and  of 
seven  lacks  more  by  him.    At  length  the  proof  could  not  be 
evaded,  and  after  we  had  fought  through  all  the  difficulties, 
which  the  law  could  interpose  in  his  defence,  and  of  which 
he  availed  himself  with  a  degree  of  effrontery  that  has,  I 
believe,  no  example  in  the  world,  he  confesses,  avows,  and 
justifies  his  conduct.     If  the  custom  alleged  be  well  founded, 
and  be  an  honorable  and  a  proper  and  just  practice,  why  did 
he  not  avow  it  in  every  part  and  progress  of  our  proceedings 
here  ?     Why  should  he  have  put  us  to  the  necessity  of  wast- 
ing so  many  months  in  the  proof  of  the  fact  ?    And  why, 
after  we  have  proved  it,  and  not  before,  did  he  confess  it,  avow 
it,  and  even  glory  in  it  ? 

I  must  remind  your  lordships,  that  the  sum,  charged  to  be 
so  taken  by  way  of  entertainment,  made  only  a  part,  a  single 
article,  of  the  bribes  charged  by  Nundcomar,  to  have  been 
received  by  Mr.  Hastings ;  and  when  we  find  him  confessing, 
what  he  could  not  deny,  that  single  article,  and  evading  all 
explanation  respecting  the  others,  and  not  giving  any  reason 
whatever,  why  one  was  received,  and  the  others  rejected, 
your  lordships  will  judge  of  the  strong  presumption  of  his 
having  taken  them  all,  even  if  we  had  given  no  other  proofs 
of  it.  We  think,  however,  that  we  have  proved  the  whole 
very  satisfactorily.  But  whether  we  have,  or  not,  the  proof 
of  a  single  present  received  is  sufficient ;  because  the  princi- 
ple to  be  established  respecting  these  bribes,  is  this — whether, 
or  not,  a  governor-general,  paying  a  visit  to  any  of  the  poor, 


526  SPEECH  IN  THE  IMPEACHMENT  OF 

miserable,  dependent  creatures;  called  sovereign  princes  in 
that  country,  (men  whom  Mr.  Hastings  has  himself  declared 
to  be  nothing  but  phantoms,  and  that  they  had  no  one  attri- 
bute of  sovereignty  about  them,)  whether,  I  say,  he  can  con- 
sider them  to  be  such  sovereign  princes,  as  to  justify  his 
taking  from  them  great  sums  of  money  by  way  of  a  present. 
The  nabob,  in  fact,  was  not  a  sovereign  prince,  nor  a  coun- 
try power  in  any  sense,  but  that  which  the  company  meant 
to  exempt  from  the  custom  of  making  presents.  It  was  their 
design  to  prevent  their  servants  from  availing  themselves  of 
the  real  dependance  of  the  nominal  native  powers,  to  extort 
money  from  them  under  the'  pretence  of  their  sovereignty. 
Such  presents,  so  far  from  being  voluntary,  were  in  reality 
obtained  from  their  weakness,  their  hopeless  and  unprotected 
condition  ;  and  you  are  to  decide,  whether,  or  not,  this  cus- 
tom, which  is  insisted  upon  by  the  prisoner's  counsel,  with 
great  triumph,  to  be  a  thing  which  he  could  not  evade, 
without  breaking  through  all  the  usages  of  the  country,  and 
violating  principles  established  by  the  most  clear  law  of  In- 
dia, is  to  be  admitted  as  his  justification. 

It  was  on  this  very  account,  namely,  the  extortion  suffered 
by  these  people,  under  the  name  or  pretence  of  presents,  that 
the  company  first  bound  their  servants  by  a  covenant,  which 
your  lordships  shall  now  hear  read  : — "  That  they  shall  not 
take  any  grant  of  lands,  or  rents,  or  revenues  issuing  out  of 
lands,  or  any  territorial  possession,  jurisdiction,  dominion, 
power,  or  authority  whatsoever,  from  any  of  the  Indian 
princes,  soubahs,  or  nabobs,  or  any  of  their  ministers,  servants, 
or  agents,  for  any  service  or  services,  or  upon  any  account  or 
pretence  whatsoever,  without  the  license  or  consent  of  the 
court  of  directors." 

,  This  clause  in  the  covenant  had  doubtless  a  regard  to 
Lord  Olive,  and  to  Sir  Hector  Munro,  and  to  some  others, 
who  had  received  gifts,  and  grants  of  jaghires  and  other  ter- 
ritorial revenues,  that  were  confirmed  by  the  company.  But 
though  this  confirmation  might  be  justifiable  at  a  time,  when 
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we  had  no  real  sovereignty  in  the  country,  yet  the  company 
very  wisely  provided  afterwards,  that,  under  no  pretence 
whatever,  should  their  servants  have  the  means  of  extorting 
from  the  sovereigns,  or  pretended  sovereigns,  of  the  country, 
any  of  their  lands  or  possessions.  Afterwards  it  appeared 
that  there  existed  abuses  of  a  similar  nature,  and  particularly, 
(as  was  proved  before  us  in  the  year  1773,  and  reported  to 
our  House,  upon  the  evidence  of  Mahomed  Reza  Khan,) 
the  practice  of  frequently  visiting  the  princes ;  and  of  ex- 
torting, under  pretence  of  such  visits,  great  sums  of  money. — 
All  their  servants,  and  the  governor-general  particularly,  were 
therefore  obliged  to  enter  into  the  following  covenant: — 
^'  That  they  shall  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  accept,  take,  or 
receive,  or  agree  to  accept,  take,  or  receive,  any  gift,  reward, 
gratuity)  allowance,  donation,  or  compensation,  in  money, 
effects,  jewels,  or  otherwise,  howsoever,  from  any  of  the 
Indian  princes,  sovereigns,  soubahs,  or  nabobs,  or  any  of  their 
ministers,  servants,  or  agents,  exceeding  the  value  of  4,000 
rupees,  for  any  service  or  services  performed  by  them  in 
India,  or  upon  any  other  account  or  jffetence  whatsoever.'' 

By  this  covenant,  my  lords,  Mr.  Hastings  is  forbidden  to 
accept,  upon  any  pretence,  and  under  any  name,  whatsoever, 
any  sum  above  4,000  rupees  ;  that  is  to  say,  any  sum  above 
£400.  Now,  the^  sum  that  was  here  received,  is  £18,000 
sterling,  by  way  of  a  present,  under  the  name  of  an  allow- 
ance for  an  entertainment,  which  is  the  precise  thing  which 
his  covenant  was  made  to  prevent.  The  covenant  suffered 
him  to  receive  £400 ; — ^if  he  received  more  than  that  money, 
he  became  a  criminal ;  he  had  broken  his  covenant,  and 
forfeited  the  obligati(m  he  had  made  with  his  masters.  Think 
with  yourselves,  my  lords,  what  you  wiU  do,  if  you  acquit 
the.  prisoner  of  this  charge.  You  will  avow  the  validity, 
you  will  sanction  the  principle  of  his  defence ;  for  as  the 
fact  is  avowed,  there  is  an  end  of  that 

Good  God,  my  lords !    Where  are  we  ?    If  they  conceal 
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their  gifts  and  presents,  they  are  safe  by  their  concealment ; 
if  they  avow  them,  they  are  still  safer.  They  plead  the 
customs  of  the  country,  or  rather  the  customs  which  we  have 
introduced  into  the  country ;  customs  which  have  been  de- 
clared to  have  their  foundation  in  a  system  of  the  most 
abominable  corruption,  the  most  flagitious  extortion,  the  most 
dreadful  opinression ;  those  very  customs  which  their  cove- 
nant is  made  to  abolish.  Think  where  your  lordships  are. 
You  have  before  you  a  covenant,  declaring,  that  he  should 
take  under  no  name  whatever,  (I  do  not  know  how  words 
could  be  selected  in  the  English  language  more  expressive,) 
any  sum  more  than  £400.  He  says,  I  have  taken  £18,000 ; 
he  makes  his  counsel  declare,  and  he  desires  your  lordships 
to  confirm  their  declaration,  that  he  is  not  only  justifiable  in 
so  doing,  but  that  he  ought  to  do  so ;  that  he  ought  to  break 
his  covenant,  and  act  in  direct  contradiction  to  it.  •  He  does 
not  even  pretend  to  say,  that  this  money  was  intended,  either 
inwardly  or  outwardly,  avowedly  or  covertly,  for  the  com- 
pany's service.  He  put  absolutely  into  his  own  pocket 
jS18,000  besides  his  salary. 

Consider,  my  lords,  the  consequences  of  this  species  of 
iniquity.  If  any  servant  of  the  company,  high  in  station, 
chooses  to  make  a  visit  from  Calcutta  to  Moorshedabad  ,*  which 
Moorshedabad  was  then  the  residence  of  our  principal  revenue 
government ;  if  he  should  choose  to  take  an  airing  for  his 
health  ;  if  he  has  a  fancy  to  make  a  little  voyage  for  pleasure 
as  far  as  Moorshedabad,  in  one  of  those  handsome  barges  or 
budgerows,  of  which  you  have  heard  so  much  in  his  charge 
against  Nundcomar,  he  can  put  £20,000  into  his  pocket  any 
day  he  pleases,  in  defiance  of  all  our  acts  of  parliament,  cove- 
nants, and  regulations. 

Do  you  make  your  laws,  do  you  make  your^covenants  for 
the  very  purpose  of  their  being  evaded.  ?  Is  this  the  purpose 
for  which  a  British  tribunal  sits  here,  to  furnish  a  subject  for 
an  epigram,  or  a  tale  for  the  laughter  of  the  world  ?  Believe, 
me,  my  lords,  the  world  is  not  to  be  thus  trifled  with.     But, 
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my  lords,  you  will  nefver  trifle  with  your  duty.  Tou  have  a 
gross,  horrid  piece  of  corruption  before  you ;  impudentl]^  con- 
fessed, and  more  impudently  defended.  But  you  will  not 
suffer  Mr.  Hastings  to  say^  I  have  only  to  go  to  Moorshedabad| 
or  to  order  the  nabob  to  meet  me  half  way,  and  I  can  set 
aside  and  laugh  at  all  your  covenants  and  acts  of  parliament. 
Is  this  all  the  force  and  power  of  the  covenant,  by  which 
you  would  prevent  the  servants  of  the  company  from  com* 
mitting  acts  of  firaud  and  oppression ;  that  they  have  nothing 
to  do  but  to  amuse  themselves  with  a  tour  of  pleasure  to 
Moorshedabad,  in  order  to  put  any^  sum  of  mpney  in  their 
pocket  that  they  please  ? 

But  they  justify  themselves  by  saying, — such  things  have 
been  practised  before.  No  doubt  they  have  ;  and  these  cove« 
nants  were  made  that  they  should  not  be  practised  any  more. 
But  your  lordships  are  desired  to  say,  that  the  very  custom 
which  the  covenant  is  made  to  destroy ; — ^the  very  grievance 
itself  may  be  pleaded ; — the  abuse  shall  be  admitted  to  de- 
stroy the  law  made  to  prevent  it.  It  is  impossible,  I  venture 
to  say,  that  your  lordships  should  act  thus.  The  conduct  of' 
the  criminal  is  not  half  so  abhorrent  as  the  justification  is 
affronting  to  justice;  whilst  it  tends  to  vilify  and  degrade 
the  dignity  of  the  peerage,  and  the  character  of  the  Commons 
of  Great  Britain,  before  the  former  and  against  the  latter  of 
which  such  a  justification  is  produced  in  the  face  of  the 
world. 

At  the  same  time  that  we  call  for  your  justice  upon  this 
man,  we  beseech  you  to  remember,  the  severest  justice  upon 
him  is  the  tenderest  pity  towards  the  innocent  victims  of 
his  crimes.  Consider  what  was  at  that  time  the  state  of  the 
people,  from  whom,  in  direct  defiance  of  his  covenant,  he 
took  this  sum  of  money.  Were  they  at  this  time  richeri 
were  they  more  opulent,  was  the  state  of  the  country  more 
flourishing,  than  when  Mr.  Sumner,  when  Mr.  Yansittart,  in 
short,  than  when  the  long  line  of  Mr.  Hastings's  predecessors 
visited  that  country  ?    No ;  they  were  not. — ^Mr.  Hastings  at 

VOL.  VIII.  34 
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this  very  time  had  reduced  the  nabob's  income  from  £450,000 
sterling  a  year,  exclusive  of  other  considerable  <Iomains  and 
revenues,  to  £160,000.  He  was  indeed  an  object  of  com- 
passion. His  revenues  had  not  only  been  reduced,  during 
his  state  of  minority,  but  they  were  reduced  when  he  after- 
wards continued  in  a  state  in  which  he  could  do  no  one  valid 
act ;  and  yet,  in  this  state,  he  was  made  competent  to  give 
away,  under  the  name  of  compensation  for  entertainments, 
the  sum  of  £18,000  ;  perhaps  at  that  time  nearly  all  he  had 
in  the  world. 

Look  at  your  minutes,  and  you  will  find  Mr.  Hastings  had 
just  before  this  time  said,  that  the  bread  of  ten  thousand  per- 
sons, many  of  them  of  high  rank,  depended  upon  the  means 
possessed  by  the  nabob  for  their  support ;  —  that  his  heart  was 
cut  and  afflicted  to  see  himself  obliged  to  ruin  and  starve  so 
many  of  the  Mahcmiedan  nobility ;  the  greatest  part  of  whose 
yet  remaining  miserable  allowances  were  now  taken  away. 
Tou  know,  and  you  will  forgive  me  again  remarking,  that  it 
is  the  nature  of  the  eagles  and  more  generous  birds  of  prey, 
to  fall  upon  living  healthy  victims ;  but  that  vultures,  and 
carrion  crows,  and  birds  of  that  base  and  degenerate  kind, 
always  prey  upon  dead  or  dying  carcases.  It  is  upon  ruined 
houses ;  it  is  upon  decayed  families  ;  it  is  upon  extinguished 
nobility,  that  Mr.  Hastings  chooses  to  prey,  and  to  justify 
his  making  them  his  prey. 

But  again  we  hear,  my  lords,  that  it  is  a  custom,  upon 
ceremonial  and  complimentary  visits,  to  receive  these  pres- 
ents. Do  not  let  us  deceive  ourselves.  Mr.  Hastings  was 
there  upon  no  visit  either  of  ceremony  or  politics  ;  he  was.  a 
member,  at  that  time,  of  the  committee  of  circuit,  which 
went  to  Moorshedabad  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  system 
of  revenue  in  the  country  ;  he  went  up  upon  that  business, 
only  as  a  member  of  the  committee  of  circuit,  for  which 
business  he  was,  like  other  members  of  the  committee  of 
circuit,  amply  paid,  in  addition  to  his  emoluments,  as  gover- 
nor, which  amounted  to  about  £30,000  a.  year.    Not  satisfied 
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with  those  emoluments,  and  without  incurring  new  known 
expense  of  any  kind  or  tort,  he  was  paid  for  the  extra  ex- 
penses of  his  journey,  as  appears  in  your  minutes,  like  other 
members  of  the  committee  of  circuit.  In  fact,  he  was  on  no 
visit  there  at  all.  He  was  merely  executing  his  duty  in  the 
settlement  of  the  revenue,  as  a  member  of  the  committee  of 
circuit.  I  do  not  mean  to  praise  the  committee  of  circuit  in 
any  way  ;  God  forbid  I  should  ;  for  we  know  that  it  was  a 
committee  of  robbers.  He  was  ther6  as  one  of  that  com- 
mittee, which  I  am  pretty  well  justified  in  describing,  as  I 
hkve  done,  because  the  court  of  directors,  together  with  the 
board  of  control,  did,  in  the  year  1786,  declare  that  the  five 
years'  settlement  (which  originated  in  that  committee)  was 
a  thing  bought  and  sold ;  your  lordships  may  read  it  when- 
ever you  please,  in  the  80th  paragraph  of  their  letter. 

Your  lordships  are  now  fully  in  possession  of  all  the  facts, 
upon  which  we  charge  the  prisoner  with  peculation ;  by  ex- 
torting or  receiving  large  sums  of  money,  upon  pretence  of 
visits,  or  in  compensation  of  entertainments.  I  appeal  to  your 
lordships'  consciences  for  a  serious  and  impartial  consideration 
of  our  charge.  This  is  a  business  not  to  be  hurried  over  in 
the  mass,  as  amongst  the  acts  of  a  great  man,  who  may 
have  his  little  errors  among  his  great  services  ;  no  ;  you  can- 
not, as  a  judicial  body,  huddle  all  this  into  a  hotchpotch,  and 
decide  upon  it  in  a  heap.  You  will  have  to  ask  yourselves. 
Is  this  justifiable  by  bis  covenant ;  is  this  justifiable  by  law; 
is  this  justifiable  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  by 
an  enlarged  discretion  ?  Is  it  to  be  justified  under  any  prin- 
ciples of  humanity  ?  Would  it  be  justifiable  by  local  customs, 
if  such  were  applicable  to  the  case  in  question ;  and  even  if 
it  were,  is  it  a  practice  fit  for  an  English  governor-general  to 
follow  ? 

I  dwell  the  longer  upon  this,  because  the  fact  is  avowed ; 
the  whole  is  an  issue  of  law  between  us ;  whether  a  gover- 
nor-general, in  such  a  case,  ought  to  take  such  money ;  and 
34* 
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therefore,  before  I  finally  dismiss  it,  1  beg  leavB  to  restate  it 
briefly,  once  more  for  your  lordships'  consideration. 

First,  I  wish  to  leave  fixed  in  your  lordships'  minds,  what 
is  distinctly  fixed,  and  shall  never  go  out  of  ours,  that  his 
covenant  did  not  allow  him  to  take  above  £400  as  a  present, 
upon  any  pretence  whatsoever. 

Tour  lordships  will  observe,  we  contend,  that,  if  there  was 
a  custom,  this  covenant  puts  an  end  to  that  custom.  It  was 
declared  and  intended  so  to  do.  The  fact  is,  that,  if  such 
custom  existed  at  all,  it  was  a  custom  applicable  only  to  an 
ambassador  or  public  minister,  sent  on  a  necessary  compli- 
mentary visit  to  a  sovereign  prince.  We  deny,  positively, 
that  there  is  any  such  general  custom.  We  say,  that  he  never 
was  any  such  minister,  and  that  he  never  went  upon  any  such 
complimentary  visit.  We  affirm,  that,  when  he  took  this 
money,  he  was  doing  an  act  of  quite  another  nature,  and 
came  upon  that  business  only  to  Moorshedabad,  the  residence 
of  the  prince  of  the  country.  Now,  do  you  call  a  man,  who 
is  going  to  execute  a  conunission,  a  commission  more  severe 
than  those  issued  against  bankrupts ;  a  commission  to  take 
away  half  a  man's  income,  and  to  starve  a  whole  body  of 
people  dependent  upon  that  income ;  do  you  call  this  a  com- 
plimentary visit  ?  Is  this  a  visit,  for  which  a  man  is  to  have 
great  entertainments  given  him  ?  No ;  the  pretence  for  taking 
this  money  is  worse  than  the  act  itself.  .  When  a  man  is 
going  to  execute  upon  another  such  harsh  cruelty ;  when  he 
is  going  upon  a  service,  at  which  he  himself  says  his  mind 
must  revolt ;  is  that  precisely  the  time,  when  he  is  to  take 
from  his  undone  host  a  present ;  as  if  he  was  upon  a  visit ' 
of  compliment,  or  about  to  confer  some  honor  or  benefit  upon 
him,  to  augment  his  revenues,  to  add  to  his  territories,  or 
to  conclude  some  valuable  treaty  with  him  ?  Was  this  a 
proper  time  to  take  at  all  from  an  helpless  minor  so  large  a 
gum  of  money  ?  And  here  I  shall  leave  this  matter  for  your 
lordships'  consideration,  after  reminding  you,  that  this  poor 
nabob  is  still  at  Moorshedabad,  and  at  the  mercy  of  any  Eng- 
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lish  gentleman,  who  may  choose  to  take  £18|000,  or  any 
other  given  sum  of  money  from  him,  after  the  example  of 
the  prisoner  at  your  bar,  if  it  should  be  sanctioned  by  your 
connivance.  Far  different  was  the  example  set  him  by  Gen- 
eral Glavering.  In  page  1269,  your  lordships  will  find  the 
most  honorable  testimony  to  the  uprightness  and  fidelity  of 
this  meritorious  servant  of  the  company.  It  runs  thus : 
«  Conceiving  it  to  be  the  intention  of  the  legislature,  that  the 
governor-general  and  members  of  the  council  should  receive 
no  presents,  either  from  the  Indian  powers,  or  any  persons 
whatever,  he  [General  Glavering]  has  strictly  complied,  since 
his  arrival  here,  both  with  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of  the  act 
of  parliament,  and  has  accordingly  returned  all  the  presents 
which  have  been  made  to  him."  I  have  dwelt  thus  long 
apon  this  subject,  not  merely  upon  account  of  its  own  cor- 
rupt character,  which  has  been  sufficiently  stigmatized  by 
my  honorable  colleague,  but  upon  account  of  the  principle 
that  is  laid  down  by  the  prisoner,  in  his  defence  of  his  con- 
duct ; — a  principle  directly  leading  to  a  continuance  of  the 
same  iniquitous  practice,  and  subversive  of  every  attempt  to 
check  or  control  it. 

I  must  beg  leave  to  recall  your  lordships'  attention  to 
another  but  similar  instance  of  his  peculation ;  another  and 
new  mode  of  taking  presents — ^I  mean  the  present,  which 
Mr.  Hastings  took  through  Gunga  Govin  Sing  from  those 
farmers  of  the  revenues,  amongst  whom  he  had  distributed 
the  pillage  of  the  whole  country.  This  scandalous  breach  of 
his  covenant  he  attempts  to  justify,  by  the  inward  intention 
of  his  own  mind,  to  apply  the  money,  so  taken,  to  the  public 
service.  Upon  this,  my  lords,  I  shall  only  observe,  that  this 
I^ea  of  an  inward  intention  in  his  own  mind  may,  if  ad- 
mitted, justify  any  evil  act,  whatever,  of  this  kind.  Tou 
have  seen,  how  presents  from  the  nabob  are  justified.  Tou 
have  seen,  how  the  taking  a  sum  of  money,  or  allowance  for 
entertainment,  directly  contrary  to  the  covenant,  how  that  is 
attempted  to  be  justified.     You  see  in  what  manner  he  justi- 
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fies  this  last-mentioned  act  of  peculation,  and  your  lordships 
will  now  have  to  decide  upon  the  validity  of  these  pleas. 
There  still  remains  unobserved  upon  an  instance  of  his  mal- 
versation, wholly  new  in  its  kind,  to  which  I  will  venture  to 
desire  your  lordships  very  seriously  to  turn  your  attention. 
In  all  the  cases  of  peculation,  or  malversation  in  office,  that 
ever  have  been  tried  before  this  high  court,  or  before  any 
lower  court  of  judicature,  in  all  the  judicial  records  of 
modem  crimes,  or  of  antiquity,  you  will  not  find  any  thing 
in  any  degree  like  it.  We  have  all,  in  our  early  education, 
read  the  Yerrine  Orations.  We  may  read  them,  not  merely  to 
instruct  us,  as  they  will  do,  in  the  principles  of  eloquence, 
and  to  acquaint  us  with  the  manners,  customs,  and  laws  of 
the  ancient  Romans,  of  which  they  are  an  abundant  reposi- 
tory ;  but  we  may  read  them  from  a  much  higher  motive. 
We  may  read  them  from  a  motive,  which  the  great  author 
had  doubtless  in  his  view,  when,  by  publishing  them,  he  left 
to  the  world  and  to  the  latest  posterity  a  monument,  by 
which  it  might  be  seen,  what  course  a  great  public  accuser, 
in  a  great  public  cause,  ought  to  pursue  {  and,  as  connected 
with  it,  what  course  judges  ought  to  pursue,  in  deciding 
upon  such  a  cause.  In  these  Orations,  you  will  find  almost 
every  instance  of  rapacity  and  peculation,  which  we  chaise 
upon  Mr.  Hastings.  Undoubtedly,  many  Roman  and  English 
governors  have  received  corrupt  gifts  and  bribes,  under  vari- 
ous pretences.  But  in  the  cause  before  your  lordships,  there 
is  one  species  of  disgrace  in  the  conduct  of  the  party  accused, 
which  I  defy  you  to  find  in  Torres,  or  in  the  whole  tribe  of 
Roman  peculators,  in  any  governor-general,  pro-consul,  or 
viceroy.  I  desire  you  to  consider  it  not  intended,  in  any 
other  class  of  crimes,  but  as  a  species  apart  by  itself.  It  is 
an  individual,  a  single  case :  but  it  is  like  the  phoenix,  it 
makes  a  class  or  species  by  itself — I  mean  the  business  of 
Nobkissin.  The  money  taken  from  him  was  not  money 
pretended  to  be  received  in  lieu  of  entertainment ;  it  was  not 
money  taken  firom  a  fiurmer-geneml  of  revenue,  out  of  an  idea 
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that  his  profits  were  unreasonable,  and  greater  than  govern- 
ment ought  to  allow ;  it  was  not  a  donation  from  a  great  man, 
as  an  act  of  his  bounty.  No ;  it  was  a  sum  of  money  taken 
from  a  private  individual,  or  r&ther,  as  has  been  |Mroved  to 
you  by  Mr.  Larkins,  his  own  book-keeper,  money  borrowed, 
for  which  he  had  engaged  to  give  his  bond.  That  he  had 
actually  deposited  his  bond  for  this  money,  Mr.  Larkins  has 
proved  to  you  ;  and  that  the  bond  was  carried  to  Nobkissin's 
credit,  in  his  account  with  the  government.  But  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, when  he  was  called  upon  for  the  money,  withdraws  the 
bond ;  he  will  not  pay  the  money,  he  refused  to  pay  it  upon 
the  applications  made  to  him,  both  in  India,  and  here  at 
home  ;  and  be  now  comes  to  your  lordships,  and  says,  I  bor- 
rowed this  money ;  I  intended  to  give  my  bond  for  it,  as  has 
been  proved  before  you  ;  but  I  must  have  it  for  my  own  use* 
We  have  heard  of  governors  being  every  thing  that  is  bad 
and  wicked ;  but  a  governor  putting  himself  in  the  situation 
of  a  common  cheat,  of  a  eommon  swindler,  never  was,  I  be- 
lieve, heard  of,  since  the  creation  of  the  world,  to  this  day. 
This  does  not  taste  of  the  common  oppressions  of  power; 
this  does  not  taste  of  the  common  abuses  of  office ;  but  it  in 
no  way  differs  from  one  of  those  base  swindling  cases,  that 
come  to  be  tried,  and  heavily  punished,  in  the  king's  bench 
«very  day.  This  is  neither  more  nor  less,  than  a  plain  bare- 
faced cheat. 

Now,  my  lords,  let  us  see  how  it  is  justified.  To  justify 
openly  and  directly  a  cheat ; — ^to  justify  a  fraud  upon  an  in- 
dividual, is  reserved  for  our  times.  But,  good  Heavens,  what 
a  justification  have  we  here  !  Oh,  my  lords,  consider  into 
what  a  state  Indian  corruption  has  brought  us  in  this  country, 
when  any  person  can  be  found  to  come  to  the  bar  of  the 
house  of  lords,  and  say,  I  did  cheat ;  I  did  defraud ;  I  did 
promise  and  gave  my  bond ;  I  have  now  withdrawn  it ;  but  I 
will  account  for  it  to  you  as  to  a  gang  of  robbers  concerned 
with  me  in  the  transaction.  I  confess  I  robbed  this  man,  but 
I  have  acted  as  trustee  for  the  gang.     Observe  what  I  have 
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done  for  tho  gang ;  come  forward  Mr.  Aurio!,  and  prove  what 
handsome  budgerows  I  gave  the  company ;  were  not  they 
elegantly  painted,  beautifully  gilt,  charming  and  commodi- 
ous ?  I  made  use  of  them  as  long  as  I  had  occasion ;  and, 
though  they  are  little  worse  for  wear,  and  would  hardly 
suffer  the  least  per  centage  deduction  from  prime  cost  upon 
them,  I  gave  them  to  the  company.  Oh,  I  did  not  put  the 
m<Miey  into  my  own  pocket;  I  provided  for  myself,  and 
wore  a  suit  of  lace  clothes,  when  I  was  Jew  bail  for  some  of 
this  company ;  it  will  turn,  for  it  is  hardly  the  worse  for  wear, 
though  I  appeared  two  or  three  times  in  different  characters, 
as  bail  for  you  on  such  and  such  an  occasion  ;  I  therefore  set 
off  these  items  against  this  money  which  I  gained  by  swind- 
ling on  your  account.  It  is  true,  I  also  picked  such  a  one's 
pocket  of  a  watch  ;  here  it  is  ;  I  have  worn  it  as  long  as  it 
was  convenient ;  now  I  give  the  watch  to  the  company,  and 
let  them  send  it  to  the  pawnbroker  for  what  it  will  bring. 
Besides  all  this,  I  maintained  aid-de-camps  for  you,  and  gave 
them  house  rent.  (By  the  way,  my  lords,  what  sort  of  aid-de- 
camps were  these  ?  Who  made  him  a  military  man,  and  to 
have  such  a  legion  of  aid-de-camps  ?)  But,  says  he,  I  paid 
house  rent  for  them  ;  that  is,  in  other  words,  I  paid  at  night 
cellars,  and  houses  in  Saint  Giles's,  sixpence  a  week  for  some 
of  the  gang.  (This,  my  lords,  is  the  real  spirit  of  the  whole 
proceeding,  and  more  especially  of  the  last  item  in  it.)  Then, 
says  he,  I  was  the  gang's  schoolmaster,  and  taught  lessons 
on  their  account.  I  founded  a  Mahomedan  school ;  (your 
lordships  have  alrealy  heard  something  of  this  shameful  affair, 
of  this  scene  of  iniquity,  I  think  of  such  iniquity  as  the 
world  never  yet  had  to  blush  at.)  I  founded  a  Mahomedan 
<^ollege  for  your  use,  and  I  bore  the  expense  of  it  from  Sep- 
tember 1780,  when  I  placed  a  professor  there,  called  Muged 
O'den.  This  Muged  O'den  was  to  perfect  men  by  contract, 
in  all  the  arts  and  sciences,  in  about  six  months ;  and  the 
chief  purpose  of  the  school  was,  as  Mr.  Hastings  himself 
tells  you,  to  breed  theologians,  magistrates,  and  molavies, 
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that  is  to  say,  judges  and  doctors  of  law,  who  were  to  be 
something  like  our  masters  in  chancery,  the  assessors  of 
judges,  to  assist  them  in  their  judgments.     Such  was  the 
college  founded  by  Mr.  Hastings,  and  he  soon  afterwards 
appropriated  one  of  the  company's  estates  (I  am  speaking  of 
matters  of  public  notoriety)  worth  £3,000  a  year,  for  its  sup- 
port.    Heaven  be  prai^,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  when  he  was 
resolved  to  be  pious  and  munificent,  and  to  be  a  great  found- 
er, chose  a  Mahomedan  rather  than  a  Christian  foundation ; 
so  that  our  religion  was  not  disgraced  by  such  a  foundation* 
Observe  how  he  charges  the  expense  of  the  foundation  to 
the  company  twice  over. — ^He  first  makes  them  set  aside  an 
estate  of  £3,000  a  year  for  its  support.     In  what  manner 
this  income  was  applied  during  Mr.  Hastings's  stay  in  India, 
no  man  living  knows  ;  but  we  know  that,  at  his  departure, 
one  of  the  last  acts  he  did  was  to  desire  it  should  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  Muged  O'den.    He  afterwards,  as  you  have 
seen,  takes  credit  to  himself  with  the  company,  for  the  ex- 
penses relative  to  this  college.     I  must  now  introduce  your 
lordships  to  the  last  visitation  that  was  made  of  this  college. 
It  was  visited  by  order  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  in  the  year  1768, 
upon  the  complaints  made  against  it,  which  I  have  already 
mentioned  to  your  lordships ;  that  it  was  a  sink  of  filth, 
vermin,  and  misery.     Mr.  Chapman,  who  was  the  visitor, 
and  the  friend  of  Mr.  Hastings,  declares  that  he  could  not 
sit  in  it  even  for  a  few  minutes.    His  words  are,   "  The 
wretched,  squalid  figures,  that  from  every  part  ran  out  upon 
me,  appeared  to  be  more  like  any  thing  else  than  students." 
In  fact  a  universal  outcry  was  raised  by  the  whole  city  against 
it,  not  only  as  a  receptacle  of  every  kind  of  abuse ;   not 
only  of  filth  and  excrements,  which  made  it  stink  in  the 
natural  nostrils,  but  of  worse  filth,  which  made  it  insufferably 
offensive  to  the  moral  nostrils  of  every  inhabitant.     Such  is 
the  account  given  of  a  college  supported  at  an  expense  of 
£3,000  a  year,  (a  handsome  foundation  for  a  college,)  and 
for  building  which  the  company  was  charged    £6,000; 
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though  no  vouchers  of  its  expenditure  were  ever  given  by 
Mr.  Hastings.     But  this  is  not  all.     When  Lord  Gomwallis 
came  to  inquire  into  it,  he  found  that  Muged  O'den  had  sank 
the  income  of  the  estate  from  J£3,000  to  £2,000  a  year.     In 
short,  that  it  had  been  a  scene  of  peculation,  both  by  the 
masters  and  scholars,  as  well  as  of  abandonment  to  every  kind 
of  vicious  and  licentious  courses ;  and  all  this  without  the 
shadow  of  any  benefit  having  been  derived  from  it.     The 
visitors  expressly  inquired,  whether  there  was  any  good 
mixed  with  all  this  evil ;  and  they  found  it  was  all  bad  and 
mischievous,  from  one  end  to  the  other.    Your  lordships  will 
remark,  that  the  greatest  part  of  this  disgusting  business 
must  have  been  known  to  Mr.  Hastings,  when  he  gave  to 
Muged  O'den  the  disposal  of  £3,000  a  year. — ^And  now,  my 
lords,  can  you  vote  this  money,  expended  in  the  manner 
which  I  have  stated  to  you,  to  be  a  set-off  in  his  favor,  in  an 
account  for  money  which  was  itself  swindled  from  a  private 
individual  ? 

But  there  still  remains  behind  another  more  serious  matter 
belonging  to  this  affair,  and  I  hope  you  will  not  think  that  I 
am  laying  too  much  stress  upon  it,  when  I  declare,  that,  if  I 
were  to  select  from  the  whole  of  his  conduct  one  thing  more 
dishonorable  than  another  to  the  British  nation,  it  would  be 
that  which  I  am  now  about  to  mention.  I  will  leave  your 
lordships  to  judge  of  the  sincerity  of  this  declaration,  when 
you  shall  have  heard  read  a  paper,  produced  by  the  prisoner 
in  justification  of  conduct,  such  as  I  have  stated  his  to  have 
been.  It  is  the  razynama,  or  attestation  of  Munny  Begum, 
(the  woman  whom  Mr.  Hastings  placed  in  the  seat  of  justice 
in  that  country,)  concerning  this  college,  made  precisely  at 
the  time  of  this  inquisition  by  Lord  Cornwallis,  into  the  man- 
agement of  it.  Your  lordships  will  see  what  sort  of  things 
attestations  are  from  that  country  ;  that  they  are  attestations 
procured  in  diametrical  contradiction  to  the  certain  know- 
ledge of  the  party  attesting.  It  is  in  page  2350  of  your  min- 
utes. Indeed,  my  lords,  these  are  pages,  which,  unless  they  are 
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effaced  by  your  judgment,  will  rise  up  in  judgment  against 
us,  some  day  or  other. 

"  He  [Mr.  Hastings]  respected  the  learned  and  wise  men, 
and,  in  order  for  the  propagation  of  learning,  he  built  a  col- 
lege, and  endowed  it  with  a  provision  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  students,  insomuch  that  thousands  reaping  the  benefits 
thereof  offer  up  their  prayers  for  the  prosperity  of  the  king 
of  England,  and  for  the  success  of  the  company." 

I  must  here  remind  your  lordships  of  another  attestation  of 
the  same  character,  and  to  the  same  effect.  It  comes  from 
Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  who,  as  your  lordships  will  remember, 
had  been  reduced  by  Mr.  Hastings  from  a  situation  of  the 
highest  rank  and  authority,  with  an  income  of  suitable  mag- 
nitude, to  one  of  comparative  insignificance,  with  a  small 
salary  annexed.  This  man  is  made  to  disgrace  himself,  and 
to  abet  the  disgrace  and  injury  done  to  his  country,  by  bear- 
ing his  testimony  to  the  merits  of  this  very  college. 

I  hope  your  lordships  will  never  lose  sight  of  this  aggra- 
vating circumstance  of  the  prisoner's  criminality ;  namely, 
that  you  never  find  any  wicked,  fraudulent,  and  criminal  act, 
in  which  you  do  not  find  the  persons,  who  suffered  by  it,  and 
must  have  been  well  acquainted  with  it,  to  be  the  very  per- 
sons who  are  brought  to  attest  in  its  faror.  O  Heaven! 
but  let  shame  for  one  moment  veil  its  face  ;  let  indignation 
suppress  its  feelings,  whilst  I  again  call  upon  you  to  view  all 
this  as  a  mere  swindling  transaction,  in  which  the  prisoner 
was  attempting  to  defraud  the  company.  Mr.  Hastings  has 
declared,  and  you  will  find  it  upon  the  company's  records, 
that  this  institution  (which  cost-  the  company  not  less  than 
£40,000  in  one  way  or  other)  did  not  commence  before 
October;  in  the  year  1780 ;  and  he  brings  it  before  the  board 
in  April,  1781,  that  is,  about  six  months  after  its  foundation. 
Now  look  at  his  other  account,  in  which  he  makes  it  to 
begin  in  the  year  1779,  and  in  which  he.  has  therefore  over- 
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charged  the  expenses  of  it  a  whole  year ;  but  Mr.  Larkins, 
who  kept  this  latter  account  for  him  may  have  been  inaccu- 
rate. Good  Heavens,  where  are  we !  Mr.  Hastings,  who  was 
bred  an  accountant,  who  was  bred  in  all  sorts  of  trade  and 
business,  declares  that  he  keeps  no  accounts.  Then  comes 
Mr.  Larkins,  who  keeps  an  account  for  him  ;  but  he  keeps  a 
false  account.  Indeed,  all  the  accounts  from  India,  from  one 
end  to  another,  are  nothing  but  a  series  of  fraud,  while  Mr. 
Hastings  was  concerned  in  them.  Mr.  Larkins,  who  keeps  his 
private  account  just  as  his  master  kept  the  public  accounts, 
has  swindled  from  the  company  a  whole  year's  expenses  of 
this  college.  I  should  not  thus  repeatedly  dwell  upon  this 
transaction,  but  because  I  wish  your  lordships  to  be  cautious 
how  you  admit  such  accounts  at  all  to  be  given  in  evidence, 
into  the  truth  of  which  you  cannot  penetrate  in  any  regular 
way.  Upon  the  face  of  the  two  accounts  there  is  a  gross  fraud. 
It  is  no  matter  which  is  true  or  false ;  as  it  is  an  account 
which  you  are  in  no  situation  to  decide  upon.  I  lay  down  this 
as  a  fixed  judicial  rule,  that  no  judge  ought  to  receive  an  ac- 
count, (which  is  as  serious  a  port  of  a  judicial  proceeding  as 
can  be,)  the  correctness  of  which  he  has  no  means  of  ascertain- 
ing, but  must  depend  upon  the  sole  word  of  the  accountant 

Having  stated  therefore  the  nature  of  the  offence,  which 
differs  nothing  from  a  common  dog-trot  fraud,  such  as  we  see 
amongst  the  meanest  of  mankind ;  your  lordships  will  be 
cautious  how  you  admit  these,  or  any  other  of  his  pretended 
services,  to  be  set  off  against  his  crimes.  These  stand  on 
record  confessed  before  you  ;  the  former,  of  which  you  can 
form  no  just  estimate,  and  into  which  you  cannot  enter,  rest 
for  their  truth  upon  his  own  assertions ;  and  they  all  are 
found,  upon  the  very  face  of  them,  to  carry  marks  of  fraud 
as  well  as  of  wickedness. 

I  have  only  further  to  observe  to  your  lordships,  that  this 
Muged  O'den,  who,  under  the  patronage  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
was  to  do  all  these  wonders.  Lord  Cornwallis  turned  out  of 
his  office,  with  every  mark  of  di^race,  when  he  attempted 
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(0  pat  into  some  more  respectable  state  that  establishment, 
which  Mr.  Hastings  had  made  a  sink  of  abuse. 

I  here  conclude  all  that  I  have  to  say  upon  this  business, 
trusting  that  your  lordships  will  feel  yourselves  more  offended, 
and  justice  more  insulted  by  the  defence,  than  by  the  crimi- 
nal acts  of  the  prisoner  at  your  bar ;  and  that  your  lordships 
will  concur  with  us  in  thinking,  that  to  make  this  unhappy 
people  make  these  attestations,  knowing  the  direct  contrary 
of  every  word  which  they  say  to  be  the  truth,  is  a  shocking 
aggravation  of  his  guilt.  I  say  they  must  know  it.  For 
Lord  Comwallis  tells  you,  it  is  notorious ;  and  if  you  think 
fit  to  inquire  into  it,  you  will  find  that  it  was  unusually 
notorious. 

My  lords,  we  have  now  brought  to  a  conclusion  our  ob- 
servation upon  the  effects  produced  by  that  mass  of  oppres- 
sions, which  we  have  stated  and  proved  before  your  lordships ; 
namely,  its  effects  upon  the  revenues,  and  upon  the  public 
servants  of  the  company.  We  have  shown  you  how  greatly 
the  former  were  diminished,  and  in  what  manner  the  latter 
were  reduced  to  the  worst  of  all  bad  states,  a  state  of  sub- 
serviency to  the  will  of  the  governor-general.  I  have  shown 
your  lordships  that  in  this  state  they  were  not  only  rendered 
incapable  of  performing  their  own  duty,  but  were  fitted  for 
the  worst  of  all  purposes,  cooperation  with  him  in  the  per- 
petration of  his  criminal  acts,  and  collusion  with  him  in  the 
concealment  of  them.  I  have  lastly  to  speak  of  these  effects, 
as  they  regard  the  general  state  and  welfare  of  the  country. 
And  here  your  lordships  will  permit  me  to  read  the  evidence 
given  by  Lord  Cornwallis,  a  witness  called  by  the  prisoner  at 
your  bar,  Mr.  Hastings  himself. 

The  evidence  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  page  2721 :  "  Q. 
Whether  your  lordship  recollects  an  account,  that  you  have 
given  to  the  court  of  directors,  in  your  letter  of  the  2d  of 
August,  1789,  concerning  the  state  of  those  provinces }  A.  I 
really  could  not  venture  to  be  particular  as  to  any  letter  I 
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may  have  written  so  long  since,  as  I  have  brought  no  copies 
of  my  letters  with  me  from  India,  having  left  them  at  Ben- 
gal when  I  went  to  the  coast. — Q.  Whether  your  lordship 
recollects  in  any  letter,  that  you  wrote  about  the  2d  of  Au- 
gust, 1789,  paragraph  18,  any  expressions  to  this  effect, 
namely,  '  I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  say,  that  agriculture 
and  internal  commerce  have,  for  many  years,  been  gradually 
declining,  and  that  at  present,  excepting  the  class  of  shroffs 
and  banyans,  who  reside  almost  entirely  in  great  towns,  the 
inhabitants  of  these  provinces  were  advancing  hastily  to  a 
general  state  of  poverty  and  wretchedness ; '  whether  your 
lordship  recollects  that  you  have  written  a  letter  to  that 
effect }  A.  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  recollect  the  words  of 
a  letter  that  I  have  written  five  years  ago,  but  I  conclude 
I  must  have  written  to  that  effect. — Q.  Whether  your 
lordship  recollects,  that  in  the  immediately  following  para- 
graph, the  19th,  you  wrote  to  this  effect :  '  In  this  descrip- 
tion, namely  the  foregone  description,  I  must  even  include 
almost  every  zemindar  in  the  company's  territories,  whichj 
though  it  may  have  been  partly  occasioned  by  their  own 
indolence  and  extravagance,  I  am  afraid  must  also  be  in  a 
great  measure  attributed  to  the  defects  of  our  former  system 
of  management,  paragraph  20.  The  settlement,  in  con- 
formity to  your  orders,  will  only  be  made  for  ten  years  cer- 
tain, with  the  notification  of  its  being  your  intention  to 
declare  it  a  perpetual,  an  unalterable  assessment  of  these 
provinces,  if  the  aniount  and  the  principles  upon  which  it 
has  been  made  should  meet  with  your  approbation  ; '  whether 
your  lordship  recollects  to  have  written  something  to  the 
effect  of  these  two  last  paragraphs,  as  well  as  of  the  first  ? 
A  I  do  recollect  that  I  did  write  it ;  but  in  that  letter  I 
alluded  to  the  former  system  of  annual  assessments. — Q. 
Whether  your  lordship  recollects,  that  you  wrote,  on  or  about 
the  18th  of  September,  1789,  in  one  of  your  minutes,  thus, 
'  I  may  safely  assert,  that  one  third  of  the  company's  terri- 
tory in  Indostan,  is  now  a  jungle,  inhabited  only  by  wild 
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beasts ;  will  a  ten  years'  lease  induce  any  proprietor  to  clear  , 
away  that  jungle,  and  encourage  the  rajot  to  come  and  culti- 
vate his  lands,  when  at  the  end  of  that  lease  he  must  either 
submit  to  be  taxed  (id  Kbitnm  for  the  newly  cultiFated  lands, 
or  lose  all  hopes  of  deriving  any  benefit  from  his  labor,  for 
which,  perhaps,  by  that  time  he  will  hardly  be  repaid ; ' 
whether  your  lordship  recollects  a  minute  to  that  effect? 
A.  I  perfectly  recollect  to  have  written  that  minute. — Q.  Now 
with  respect  to  a  letter,  dated  November  the  3d,  1788,  para- 
graph 38,  containing  the  following  sentiments:  'I  shall 
therefore  only  remark  in  general,  that,  from  frequent  changes 
of  system  or  other  reasons,  much  is  wanting  to  establish 
good  order  and  regulations  in  the  internal  business  of  the 
country,  and  that,  from  various  causes,  by  far  the  greatest 
part  of  the  zemindars,  and  other  landholders  and  renters,  are 
fallen  into  a  state  much  below  that  of  wealth  and  affluence ; 
this  country,  however,  ^hen  the  fertility  of  its  soil,  and  the 
industry  and  ingenuity  of  its  numerous  inhabitants  are  taken 
into  consideration,  must  unquestionably  be  admitted  to  be 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  world ;  and,  with  the  uniform  atten- 
tion of  government  to  moderation  in  exaction,  and  to  a  due 
administration  of  justice,  may  long  prove  a  source  of  great 
riches,  both  to  the  company  and  to  Britain.  Paragraph  39, 
I  am  persuaded,  that  by  a  train  of  judicious  measures,  the 
land  revenue  of  these  provinces  is  capable  in  time  of  being 
increased ;  but  consistent  with  the  principles  of  humanity, 
and  even  those  of  your  own  interest,  it  is  only  by  adopting 
measures  for  the  gradual  cultivation  and  improvement  of, 
these  waste  lands,  and  by  a  gentle  and  cautious  plan  for  the 
resumption  of  lands  that  have  been  fraudulently  alienated, 
that  it  ought  ever  to  be  attempted  to  be  accomplished.  Men 
of  speculative  and  sanguine  dispositions,  and  others,  either 
from  the  ignorance  of  the  subject,  or  with  views  of  recom- 
mending themselves  to  your  favor,  may  confidently  hold 
forth  specious  grounds  to  encourage  you  to  hope,  that  a  great 
and  immediate  accession  to  that  branch  of  your  revenue 
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might  be  practicable ;  my  public  duty  obliges  me  to  caution 
you,  in  the  most  serious  manner,  against  listening  to  proposi- 
tions which  recommend  this  attempt,  because  I  am  clearly 
convinced,  that  if  carried  into  execution  they  would  be  at- 
tended with  the  most  baneful  consequences.  Paragraph  40. 
Desperate  adventurers,  without  fortune  ot  character,  would 
undoubtedly  be  found,  as  has  already  been  too  often  experi- 
enced, to  rent  the  different  districto  of  the  country  at  the 
highest  rates  that  could  be  put  upon  them ;  that  the  delusion 
would  be  of  a  short  duration,  and  the  impolicy  and  inhu- 
manity of  the  plan  would,  when  perhaps  too  late  for  effectu- 
al remedy,  become  apparent,  by  the  complaints  of  the  people 
and  the  disappointments  at  the  treasury  in  the  payments  of 
the  revenue,  and  would  probably  terminate  in  the  ruin  and 
depopulation  of  the  unfortunate  country ; '  whether  your 
lordship  recollects  to  have  written  any  thing  to  that  effect 
about  that  time  }  A.  I  perfectly  recpUect  having  written  the 
extracts  that  have  been  read." 

My  lords.  Lord  Comwallis  has  been  called,  he  has  been 
examined  before  you.  We  stopped  our  proceedings  ten  days 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  his  evidence.  We  do  not  regret 
this  delay ;  and  he  has  borne  the'  testimony  which  you  have 
heard,  to  the  effects  of  Mr.  Hastings's  government;  of  a 
country  once  the  most  fertile  and  cultivated ;  of  a  people  the 
most  industrious,  flourishing,  and  happy ;  that  the  one  was 
wasted  and  desolated,  the  other  reduced  to  a  condition  of 
want  and  misery ;  and  that  the  zemindars,  that  is,  the  nobili- 
ty and  gentry  of  the  country,  were  so  beggared,  as  not  to  be 
able  to  give  even  a  common,  decent  education  to  their  chil- 
dren, notwithstanding  the  foundation  of  Mr.  Hastings's  col- 
leges. Tou  have  heard  this  noble  person,  who  had  been  an 
eye-witness  of  what  he  relates,  supplicating  for  their  relirf, 
and  expressly  stating,  that  most  of  the  complicated  miseries, 
and  perhaps  the  cruellest  of  the  afflictions  they  endured, 
arose  from  the  management  of  the  country  having  been  taken 
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out  of  the  hands  of  its  natuial  ralera,  and  given  np  to  Mr. 
Hastings's  farmers,  namely,  the  banyans  of  Calcutta.  These 
are  the  things  that  ought  to  go  to  your  lordships'  hearts. 
You  see  a  country  wasted  and  desolated.  You  see  a  third 
of  it  become  a  jungle  for  wild  beasts.  You  see  the  other 
parts  oppressed  by  persons  in  the  form  and  shape  of  men,  but 
with  all  the  character  and  disposition  of  beasts  of  prey. 
This  state  of  the  country  is  brought  before  you,  and  by  the 
most  unexceptionable  evidence,  being  brought  forward 
through  Mr.  Hastings  himself.  This  evidence,  whatever 
opinion  you  may  entertain  of  the  effrontery  or  of  the  impu- 
dence of  the  criminal  who  has  produced  it,  is  of  double  and 
treble  force.  And  yet,  at  the  very  time  when  Lord  Com- 
wallis  is  giving  this  statement  of  the  country  and  its  inhab- 
itants, at  the  very  time  when  he  is  calling  for  pity  upon  their 
condition,  are  these  people  brought  forward  to  bear  testimony 
to  the  benign  and  auspicious  government  of  Mr.  Hastings^ 
directed,  as  your  lordships  know  it  was,  by  the  merciful  and 
upright  Gunga  Govin  Sing. 

My  lords,  you  have  now  the  evidence  of  Lord  Comwallis, 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  razynamas  of  India,  on  the  other. 
But  before  I  dismiss  this  part  of  my  subject,  I  must  call  your 
lordships'  attention  to  another  authority ;  to  a  declaratibn 
strictly  speaking,  legal,  of  the  state  to  which  our  Indian 
provinces  were  reduced,  and  of  the  oppressions,  which  they 
have  suffered  during  the  government  of  Mr.  Hastings.  I 
speak  of  the  Act  24  Geo.  3,  cap.  25 ;  intituled,  '^  An  Act 
for  the  better  regulation  and  management  of  the  affairs  of 
the  E(i3t  India  Company,  and  of  the  BHiisk  Possessions 
in  India  ;  and  for  establishing  a  court  of  judicature  for  the 
more  speedy  and  effectual  trial  of  persons  accused  of  offences 
committed  in  the  East  Indies  ;  "  ^  39. 

My  lords,  here  is  an  act  of  parliament ;  here  are  regula- 
tions enacted  in  consequence  of  an  inquiry  which  had  hew 
directed  to  be  made  into  the  grievances  of  India  for  the  re- 
dress of  them.    This  .act  of  parliament  declares  the  ezist- 
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ence  of  oppressions  in  the  country.  What  oppressions  were 
they  ?  The  oppressions  which  it  suffered  by  being  let  out 
to  the  farmers  of  the  company's  revenues.  Who  was  the 
person  that  sold  these  revenues  to  the  farmers?  Warren 
Hastings.  By  whom  were  these  oppressions  notified  to  the 
court  of  directors  ?  By  Lord  Cornwallis.  Upon  what  oc- 
casion were  these  letters  written  by  my  Lord  Cornwallis  ? 
They  were  answers  to  inquiries  made  by  the  court  of  direc- 
tors, and  ordered  by  an  act  of  parliament  to  be  made.  The 
existence  then  of  the  grievances,  and  the  cause  of  them, 
are  expressly  declared  in  an  act  of  parliament.  It  orders  an 
inquiry,  and  Lord  Cornwallis,  in  consequence  of  that  inquiry, 
transmits  to  the  court  of  directors  this  very  information ;  he 
gives  you  this  identical  state  of  the  country ;  so  that  it  is 
consolidated,  mixed,  and  embodied  with  an  act  of  parliament 
itself,  which  no  power  on  earth,  I  trust,  but  the  power  that 
made  it,  can  shake.  I  trust,  I  say,  that  neither  we,  the  Com- 
mons, nor  you,  the  Lords,  nor  his  Majesty,  the  sovereign  of 
this  country,  can  shake  one  word  of  this  act  of  parliament, 
— can  invalidate  the  truth  of  its  declaration,  or  the  authority 
of  the  persons,  men  of  high  honor  and  character,  that  made 
that  inquiry  and  this  report.  Your  lordships  must  repeal  this 
act  in  order  to  acquit  Mr.  Hastings. 

But  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  counsel  have  produced  evidence 
against  this  act  of  parliament,  against  the  order  of  the  court 
of  directors,  by  which  an  inquiry  and  report  were  made  under 
that  act,  against  Lord  Comwallis's  return  to  that  inquiry; 
and  now,  once  for  all,  hear  what  the  miserable  wretches  are 
themselves  made  to  say,  to  invalidate  the  act  of  parliament, 
to  invalidate  the  authority  of  the  court  of  directors,  to  invali- 
date the  evidence  of  an  official  return  of  Lord  Cornwallis 
under  the  act.  Pray  hear  what  these  miserable  creatures 
describe  as  an  Elysium,  speaking  with  rapture  of  their  satis- 
faction under  the  government  of  Mr.  Hastings. 

"  All  we,  zemindars,  choudries,  and  talookdars  of  the  dis- 
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trict  of  Akbaraagur,  commonly  called  Raje  Mhal,  in  the  king- 
dom of  Bengal,  have  heard,  that  the  gentlemen  in  England 
are  displeased  with  Mr.  Hastings,  on  suspicion  that  he  op- 
pressed us,  inhabitants  of  this  place,  took  our  money  by  deceit 
and  force,  and  ruined  the  country ;  therefore  we,  upon  the 
strength  of  our  religion  and  religious  tenets,  which  we  hold 
as  a  duty  upon  us,  and  in  order  to  act  conformable  to  the 
duties  of  God,  in  delivering  evidence,  relate  the  praiseworthy 
actions,  full  of  prudence  and  rectitude,  friendship  and  polite- 
ness of  Mr.  Hastings,  possessed  of  great  abilities  and  under- 
standing, and  by  representing  facts,  remove  the  doubts  that 
have  possessed  the  minds  of  the  gentlemen  in  England  ; — 
that  Mr.  Hastings  distributed  protection  and  security  to  re- 
ligion, and  kindness  and  peace  to  all ;  he  is  free  from  the 
charge  of  embezzlement  and  fraud,  and  that  his  heart  is  void 
of  covetousness  and  avidity ;  during  the  period  of  his  gov- 
ernment, no  one  experienced  from  him  bther  than  protection 
and  justice,  never  having  felt  hardships  from  him,  nor  did 
the  poor  ever  know  the  weight  of  an  oppressive  hand  from 
him. 

"  Our  characters  and  reputations  have  always  been  guarded 
in  quiet  from  attack  by  the  vigilance  of  bis  power  and  fore- 
sight, and  preserved  by  the  terror  of  his  justice ;  he  never 
omitted  the  smallest  instance  of  kindness  and  goodness  to- 
wards us  and  those  entitled  to  it,  but  always  applied  by 
soothings  and  mildness  the  salve  of  comfort  to  the  wounds 
of  af&iction,  not  allowing  a  single  person  to  be  overwhelmed 
by  despair ;  he  displayed  his  friendship  and  kindness  to  all ; 
he  destroyed  the  power  of  the  enemies  and  wicked  men  by 
the  strength  of  his  terror ;  he  tied  the  bands  of  tyrants  and 
oppressors  by  his  justice,  and  by  this  conduct  he  secured 
happiness  and  joy  to  us ;  he  reestablished  the  foundation  of 
justice,  and  we  at  all  times,  during  his  government,  lived  in 
comfort  and  passed  our  days  in  peace  ;  we  are  many,  many 
of  us  satisfied  and  pleased  with  him.  As  Mr.  Hastings  was. 
perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  manners  and  customs  of 
36* 
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these  countries,  he  was  always  desirous  of  performing  that 
which  would  tend  to  the  preservation  of  our  religion,  and  of 
the  duties  of  our  sects,  and  guard  the  religious  customs  of 
each  from  the  effects  of  misfortune  and  accidents;  in  every 
sense  he  treated  us  with  attention  and  respect ;  we  have 
represented,  without  deceit,  what  we  have  ourselves  seen, 
and  the  facts  that  happened  from  him." — This,  my  lords,  is 
in  page  2374  of  the  printed  minutes. 

My  lords,  we  spare  you  the  reading  of  a  great  number  of 
these  attestations ;  they  are  all  written  in  the  same  style ; 
and  it  must  appear  to  your  lordships  a  little  extraordinary, 
that  as  they  are  said  to  be  totally  voluntary,  as  the  people  are 
represented  to  be  crowding  to  make  these  testimonials,  there 
should  be  such  an  unison  in  the  heart  to  produce  a  language 
that  is  so  uniform,  as  not  to  vary  so  much  as  in  a  sipgle 
tittle  ;  that  every  part  of  the  country,  every  province,  every 
district,  men  of  every  cast,  and  of  every  religion,  should  all 
unite  in  expressing  their  isentiments  in  the  very  same  words, 
and  in  the  very  same  phrases.  I  must  fairly  say,  it  is  a  kind 
of  miraculous  concurrence,  a  miraculous  gratitude.  Mr.  Hast- 
ings says,  that  gratitude  is  lost  in  this  part  of  the  world. 
There  it  blooms  and  flourishes,  in  a  way  not  to  be  described. 
In  proportion  as  you  hear  of  the  miseries  and  distresses  of 
these  very  people,  in  the  same  proportion  do  they  express 
their  comfort  and  satisfaction,  and  that  they  never  knew  what 
a  grievance  was  of  any  sort.  Lord  CornwaJlis  finds  them 
aggrieved,  the  court  of  directors  find  them  aggrieved,  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  find  them  aggrieved,  and  the 
court  here  find  them  aggrieved,  but  they  never  found  them- 
selves aggrieved.  Their  being  turned  out  of  house  and 
hotne,  and  having  all  their  land  given  to  farmers  of  revenue 
for  five  years  to  riot  in,  and  despoil  them  of  all  they  had,  is 
what  fills  them  with  rapture.  They  are  the  only  people,  I 
believe,  upon  the^face  of  the  earth,  that  have  no  complaints 
to  make  of  their  government,  in  any  instance  whatever. 
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Theirs  must  be  something  superior  to  the  government  of 
angels;  for  I  verily  believe,  if  one  out  of  the  choir  of 
the  heavenly  angels  were  sent  to  govern  the  earth,  such  is 
the  nature  of  man,  that  many  would  be  found  discontented 
with  it.  But  these  people  have  no  complaint,  they  feel  no 
hardships,  no  sorrow.  Mr.  Hastings  haa  realized  more  than 
the  golden  age.  I  am  ashamed  for  human  nature,  I  am 
ashamed  for  our  government,  I  am  ashamed  for  this  court  of 
justice,  that  these  things  are  brought  before  us ;  but  here 
they  are,  and  we  must  observe  upon  them. 

My  lords,  we  have  done  on  our  part ;  we  have  made  out 
our  case  ,'  and  it  only  remains  for  me  to  make  a  few  obser- 
vations upon  what  Mr.  Hastings  has  thought  proper  to  put 
forward  in  his  defence.  Does  he  meet  our  case  with  any 
thing  but  these  general  attestations,  upon  which  I  must  first 
remark,  that  there  is  not  one  single  matter  of  fact  touched 
upon  in  them  7  Your  lordships  will  observe,  and  you  may  hunt 
them  out  through  the  whole  body  of  your  minutes,  that  you 
do  not  find  a  single  fact  mentioned  in  any  of  them.  But 
there  is  an  abundance  of  panegyric ;  and  if  we  were  doing 
nothing  bnt  making  satires,  as  the  newspapers  charge  us  with 
doing  against  Mr.  Hastings,  panegyric  would  be  a  good  an- 
swer. 

But  Mr.  Hastings  sets  up  pleas  of  merit  upon  this  occasion. 
Now,  undoubtedly  no  plea  of  merit  can  be  admitted  to  ex- 
tinguish, as  your  lordships  know  very  well,  a  direct  charge 
of  crime ;  merit  cannot  extinguish  crime.  For  instance,  if 
Lord  Howe,  to  whom  this  country  owes  so  much  as  it  owes 
this  day  for  the  great  and  glorious  victory  which  makes  our 
hearts  glad,  and  I  hope  will  ensure  the  security  of  this  coun- 
try ;  yet  if  Lord  Howe,  I  say,  was  charged  with  embezzling 
the  king's  stores,  or  applying  them  in  any  manner  unbecom- 
ing his  situation,  to  any  shameful  or  scandalous  purpose  ;  if 
he  was  accused  of  taking  advantage  of  his  station  to  oppress 
any  of  the  captains  of  his  ships  ;  if  he  was  stated  to  have 
gone  into  a  port  of  the  allies  of  this  country,  and  to  have 
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plundered  the  inhabitants,  to  have  robbed  their  women,  and 
broken  into  the  recesses  of  their  apartments  ;  if  he  had  com- 
mitted atrocities  hke  these,  his  glorious  victory  could  not 
change  the  nature  and  quality  of  such  acts. 

My  Lord  Malmesbury  has  been  lately  sent  to  the  king  of 
Prussia,  and  we  hope  and  trust  that  his  embassy  will  be  suc- 
cessful, and  that  this  country  will  derive  great  benefit  from 
his  negotiations.  But  if  Lord  Malmesbury,  from  any  subsidy 
that  was  to  be  paid  to  the  king  of  Prussia,  was  to  put 
£50,000  in  his  own  pocket,  I  believe  that  his  making  a  good 
and  advantageous  treaty  with  the  king  of  Prussia  would 
never  be  thought  a  good  defence  for  him.  We  admit,  that,  if 
a  man  has  done  great  and  eminent  services,  though  they  can- 
not be  a  defence  against  a  charge  of  crimes,  and  cannot  oblit- 
erate them ;  yet,  when  sentence  comes  to  be  passed  upon 
such  a  man,  you  will  consider  first,  whether  his  transgres- 
sions were  common  lapses  of  human  frailty,  and  whether  the 
nature  and  weight  of.  the  grievances  resulting  from  them 
were  light  in  comparison  with  the  services  performed.  I  say 
that  you  cannot  acquit  him.  But  your  lordships  might  think 
some  pity  due  to  him,  that  might  mitigate  the  severity  of 
your  sentence.  In  the  second  place,  you  would  consider 
whether  the  evidence  of  the  services,  alleged  to  be  performed, 
was  as  clear  and  undoubted  as  that  of  the  crimes  charged. 
I  confess  that,  if  a  man  has  done  great  services,  it  may  be 
some  alleviation  of  lighter  faults ;  but  then  they  ought  to  be 
urged  as  such, — with  modesty,  with  humility,  with  confes- 
sion of  the  faults ;  and  not  with  a  proud  and  insolent  defiance. 
They  should  not  bo  stated  as  proofs  that  he  stands  justified 
in  the  eye  of  mankind,  for  committing  unexampled  and  enor- 
mous crimes.  Indeed  humility,  suppliant  guilt,  always  makes 
impression  in  our  bosoms  ;  so  that,  when  we  see  it  before  us, 
we  always  remember  that  we  are  all  frail  men ;  and  nothing 
but  a  proud  defiance  of  law  and  justice  can  make  us  forget 
this  for  one  moment.  I  believe  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain, 
and  I  hope  the  persons  that  speak  to  you,  know  very  wel^ 
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how  to  allow  for  the  faults  and  frailties  of  mankind  equi- 
tably. 

Let  us  now  see  what  are  the  merits  which  Mr.  Hastings 
has  set  up  against  the  just  vengeance  of  his  country,  and 
against  his  proved  delinquencies.  From  the  language  of  the 
prisoner,  and  of  his  counsel,  you  would  imagine  some  great, 
known,  acknowledged  services  had  been  done  by  him.  Your 
lordships  recollect  that  most  of  these  presumed  services  have 
been  considered,  and  we  are  persuaded  justly  considered  as 
in  themselves  crimes.  He  wishes  your  lordships  to  suppose 
and  believe,  that  these  services  were  put  aside,  either  because 
we  could  not  prove  the  facts  against  him,  or  could  not  make 
out  that  they  were  criminal,  and  consequently  that  your  lord- 
ships ought  to  presume  them  to  have  been  meritorious ;  and 
this  is  one  of  the  grounds  upon  which  he  demands  to  be  ac- 
quitted of  the  charges  that  have  been  brought  forward  and 
proved  against  him.  Finding  in  our  proceedings,  and  re- 
corded upon  our  journals,  an  immense  mass  of  criminality 
with  which  he  is  charged  ;  and  finding  that  we  had  selected, 
as  we  were  bound  to  select,  such  parts  as  might  be  most  con- 
veniently brought  before  your  lordsliips,  (for  to  have  gone 
through  the  whole  would  have  been  nearly  impossible,)  he 
takes  all  the  rest  that  we  have  left  behind  and  have  not 
brought  here  as  charges,  and  converts  them,  by  a  strange 
metamorphosis,  into  merits. 

My  lords,  we  must  insist,  on  the  part  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  we  must  conjure  your  lordships,  for  the  honor  of 
a  codrdinate  branch  of  the  legislature,  that,  whenever  you  are 
called  upon  to  admit  what  we  have  condemned  as  crimes  to 
be  merits,  you  will  at  least  give  us  an  opportunity  of  being 
heard  upon  the  matter ;  that  you  will  not  sufier  Mr.  Hastings, 
when  attempting  to'  defend  himself  against  our  charges,  in 
an  indirect  and  oblique  manner,  to  condemn  or  censure  the 
House  of  Commons  itself,  as  having  misrepresented  to  be 
crimes  the  acts  of  a  meritorious  servant  of  the  pubUc.  Mr. 
Hastings  has  pleaded  a  variety  of  merits,  and  every  one  of 
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these  merits,  without  the  exception  of  one  of  them,  have 
been  either  directly  censured  by  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
censured  as  a  ground  for  legislative  provision,  or  they  remain 
upon  the  records  of  the  House  of  Commons,  with  the  vouchers 
for  them,  and  proofs ;  and  though  we  have  not  actually  come 
to  the  question  upon  every  one  pf  them,  we  had  come  before 
the  year  1782  to  forty-five  direct  resolutions  upon  his  con- 
duct These  resolutions  were  moved  by  a  person  to  whom 
this  country  is  under  many  obligations,  and  whom  we  must 
always  mention  with  honor,  whenever  we  are  speaking  of 
high  situations  in  this  country,  and  of  great  talents  to  sup- 
port them,  and  of  long  public  services  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. I  mean  Mr.  Dundas,  then  lord  advocate  of  Scotland, 
and  now  one  of  the  principal  secretaries  of  state,  and  at  the 
head,  and  worthily  and  deservedly  at  the  head,  of  the  East 
Indian  department.  This  distinguished  statesman  moved 
forty-five  resolutions,  the  major  part  of  them  dijrectly  con- 
demning these  very  acts,  which  Mr.  Hastings  has  pleaded  as 
his  merits,  as  being  delinquencies  and  crimes.  All  that  the 
House  of  Commons  implore  of  your  lordships  is^  that  you 
will  not  take  these  things,  which  we  call  crimes,  to  be  merits, 
without  hearing  the  House  of  Commons  upon  the  subject- 
matter  of  them.  I  am  sure  you  are  too  noble  and  too  gener- 
ous, as  well  as  too  just  and  equitable,  to  act  in  such  a 
manner. 

The  first  thing  that  Mr.  Hastings  brings  forward  in  his 
defence  is,  that,  whereas  the  company  were  obliged  to  pay  a 
certain  tribute  to  the  mogul,  in  consideration  of  a  grant  by 
which  the  moguls  gave  to  us  the  legal  title  under  which  we 
hold  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orissa,  he  did  stop 
the  payment  of  that  tribute  or  acknowledgment,  small  as  it 
was ;  that  though  bound  by  a  treaty  recognised  by  the  com- 
pany, and  recognised  by  the  nation ;  though  bound  by  the 
very  sunnud  by  which  he  held  the  very  office  he  was  exer- 
cising, yet  he  had  broken  the  treaty,  and  refused  to  pay  the 
stipulated  acknowledgment.    Where  are  we,  my  lords  ?    Is 
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this  merit  ?  Good  God  Almighty !  the  greatest  blockhead, 
the  most  ignorant,  miserable  wretch,  a  person  without  either 
virtue  or  talents,  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  order  a  clerk  to 
strike  a  pen  through  such  an  account,  and  .then  to  make  a 
merit  of  it  to  you.  Oh !  says  he,  I  have  by  a  mere  breach 
of  your  faith,  by  a  single  dash  of  my  pen,  saved  you  all  this 
money,  which  you  were  bound  to  pay.  I  have  exonerated 
you  from  the  payment  of  it.  I  have  gained  you  £250,000 
a  year  for  ever.  Will  you  not  reward  a  person,  who  did  you 
such  a  great  and  important  service,  by  conniving  a  little  at 
bis  delinquencies  ? 

But  the  House  of  Commons  will  not  allow  that  this  was  a 
great  and  important  service  ;  on  the  contrary,  they  have  de* 
dared  the  act  itself  to  be  censurable.  There  is  our  resolu- 
tioQ — ^resolution  the  7th  ;  ''  That  the  condhctof  the  cojti^pany 
and  their  servants  in  India  to  the  king,  (meaning  the  Mogul 
king,)  and  Nudjiff  Cawn,  with  respect  to  the  tribute  pajrable 
to  the  one,  and  stipend  to  the  other,  and  with  respect  to  the 
transfer  of  the  provinces  of  Corah  and  Illahabad  to  the  vizier, 
iras  contrary  to  policy  and  good  faith  ;  and  that  such  wise 
and  practicable  measures  should  be  adopted  in  future,  as  may 
tend  to  redeem  the  national  honor,  and  recover  the  confidence 
and  attachment  of  the  princes  of  India." 

This  act  of  injustice,  against  which,  we  have  fulminated 
the  thunder  of  our  resolutions  as  a  heavy  crime — as  a  crime 
that  dishonored  the  nation,  and  which  measures  ought  to  be 
taken  to  redress,  this  man  has  the  insolence  to  bring  before 
your  lordships  as  a  set-off  against  the  crimes  we  charge  him 
with.  This  outrageous  defiance  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, this  outrageous  defiance  of  all  the  laws  of  his  coun* 
try,  I  hope  your  lordships  will  not  countenance.  You  will 
not  let  it  pass  for  nothing.  On  the  contrary,  you  will  con* 
aider  it  as  aggravating,  heavily,  his  crimes ;  and,  above  all, 
you  will  not  suffer  him  to  set  off  this,  which  we  have  de- 
clared to  be  injurious  to  our  national  honor  and  credit,  and 
which  he  hinodielf  does  not  deny  to  be  a  breach  of  tbe  pabUe 
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faith — against  other  breaches  of  the  public  faith  with  which 
we  charge  him  ;— or  to  justify  one  class  of  public  crimes,  by 
proving  that  he  has  committed  others. 

Your  lordships  see,  that  he  justifies  this  crime  upon  the 
plea  of  its  being  profitable  to  the  company;  but  he  shall 
not  march  off  even  on  this  ground  with  flying  colors.  My 
lords,  pray  observe  in  what  manner  he  calculates  these  profits. 
Your  lordships  will  find,  that  he  makes  up  the  account  of 
them  much  in  the  same  manner  as  he  made  up  the  account 
of  Nobkissin's  money.  There  is,  indeed,  no  account  which 
he  has  ever  brought  forth,  that  does  not  carry  upon  it,  not 
only  ill  faith  and  national  dishonor,  but  direct  proofs  of  cor- 
ruption. When  Mr.  Hastings  values  himself  upon  this 
shocking  and  outrageous  breach  of  faith,  which  required 
nothing  but  a  base  and  illiberal  mind,  without  either  talents, 
courage,  or  skill,  except  that  courage  which  defies  all  conse- 
quences ;  which  defies  shame,  which  defies  the  judgment 
and  opinion  of  his  country  and  of  mankind ;  no  other  talents 
than  may  be  displayed  by  the  dash  of  a  pen ;  you  will,  at 
least,  expect  to  see  a  clear  and  distinct  account  of  what  was 
gained  by  it. 

In  the  year  1776,  at  a  period  when  Mr.  Hastings  was 
under  an  eclipse,  when  honor  and  virtue,  in  the  character  of 
General  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis  sat  for 
a  short  period  at  the  council  board ;  during  that  time,  Mr. 
Hastings's  conduct  upon  this  occasion  was  called  into  ques- 
tion. They  called  for  an  account  of  the  revenues  of  the 
country ;  what  was  received,  and  what  had  been  paid  ;  and 
in  the  account  returned,  they  found  the  amount  of  the  tribute 
due  to  the  mogul,  £250,000,  entered  as  paid  up  to  October, 
1774  Thus  far  all  appeared  fair  upon  the  face  of  it ;  they 
took  it  for  granted,  as  your  lordships  would  take  it  for 
granted,  at  the  first  view,  that  the  tribute  in  reality  had  been 
paid  up  to  the  time  stated.  The  books  were  balanced ;  you 
find  a  debtor ;  you  find  a  creditor ;  every  item  posted  in  as 
regular  a  manner  as  possible.    Whilst  they  were  examining 
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this  account,  a  Mr.  Croftes,  of  whom  your  lordships  have 
heard  very  often,  as  accountant  general,  comes  forward  and 
declares,  that  there  was  a  little  error  in  the  account.     And 
what  was  the  error?      That  he    had  entered  the  mogul's 
tribute  for  one  year  more  than  it  had  actually  been  paid. 
Here  we  have  the  small  error  of  a  payment  to  the  mogul  of 
jC250,000.     This  appeared  strange. — Why,  says  Mr.  Croftes, 
I  never  discovered  it ;  nor  was  it  ever  intimated  to  me  that 
it  had  been  stopped  from  October,  1773,  till  the  other  day, 
when  I  was  informed,  that  I  ought  not  to  have  made  an 
«ntry  of  the  last  payments.     These  were  his  expressions. 
Ton  will  find  the  whole  relation  in  the  Bengal  Appendix, 
printed  by  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors.     When  Mr. 
Croftes  was  asked  a  very  natural  question.  Who  first  told 
you  of  your  mistake?    Who  acquainted  you  with  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's orders,  that  the  payment  should  be  expunged  from  the 
account  ? — ^What  is  his  answer  ?     It  is  an  answer  worthy  of 
Mr.  Middleton,  an  answer  worthy  of  Mr.  Larkins,  or  of  any  of 
the  other  white  banyans  of  Mr.  Hastings  :  O !  I  have  forgot- 
ten.    Here  you  have  an  accountant  general  kept  in  ignorance, 
•or  who  pretends  to  be  ignorant  of  so  large  a  payment  as 
£250,000 ;  who  enters  it  falsely  in  his  account ;  and  when 
tisked,  who  apprized  him  of  his  mistake,  says,  that  he  has 
Teally  forgotten. 

Oh,  my  lords,  what  resources  there  are  in  oblivion,  what 
fesources  there  are  in  bad  memory ;  no  genius  ever  has  done 
so  much  for  mankind  as  this  mental  defect  has  done  for  Mr. 
Hastings's  accountants.  It  was  said  by  one  of  the  ancient 
philosophers,  to  a  man  who  proposed  to  teach  people  memory 
— '^  I  wish  you  could  teach  me  oblivion  ,*  I  wish  you  could 
teach  me  to  forget."  These  people  have  certainly  not  been' 
taught  the  art  of  memory,  but  they  appear  perfect  masters 
of  the  art  of  forgetting.  My  lords,  this  is  not  all;  and 
I  must  request  your  lordships'  attention  to  the  whole  of  the 
account,  as  it  appears  in  the  account  of  the  arrears  due  to  the 
king,  annexed  to  your  minutes.    Here  is  a  kind  of  labyrinth. 
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where  fraud  runs  into  fraud.  On  the  credit  side  you  find 
stated  there  eight  lacks  paid  to  the  vizier,  and  to  be  taken 
from  the  mogul's  tribute,  for  the  support  of  an  army,  of 
which  he  himself  had  stipulated  to  bear  the  whole  expenses. 
These  eight  lacks  are  thus  fraudulently  accounted  for  upon 
the  face  of  the  thing ;  and  with  respect  to  eighteen  lacks, 
the  remainder  of  the  tribute,  there  is  no  account  given  of  it 
at  all.  This  sum  Mr.  Hastings  must,  therefore,  have  pock*- 
eted  for  his  own  use,  or  that  of  his  gang  of  peculators ;  and 
whilst  he  was  pretending  to  save  you  eight  lacks  by  one 
fraud,  he  committed  another  fraud  of  eighteen  lacks  for  him- 
self ;  and  this  is  the  method  by  which  one  act  of  peculation 
begets  another  in  the  econ^omy  of  fraud. 

Thus  much  of  these  affairs  I  think  myself  bound  to  state 
to  your  lordships  upon  this  occasion ;  for,  although  not  one 
word  has  been  produced  by  the  counsel  to  support  the  alle- 
gations of  the  prisoner  at  your  bar,  yet,  knowing  that  your 
lordships,  high  as  you  are,  are  still  but  men,  knowing  also, 
that  bold  assertions  and  confident  declarations  are  apt  to 
make  some  impression  upon  all  men's  minds,  we  oppose  his 
allegations.  But  how  do  we  oppose  them  ? — ^Not  by  things 
of  the  like  nature.  We  oppose  them,  by  showing  you,  that 
the  House  of  Commons,  after  diligent  investigation,  has  con- 
demned them,  and  by  stating  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
House  fouuded  its  condemnation.  We  send  you  to  the 
records  of  the  company,  if  you  want  to  pursue  this  matter 
further,  to  enlighten  your  own  minds  upon  the  subject.  Do 
not  think,  my  lords,  that  we  are  not  aware  how  ridiculous  it 
is  for  either  party,  the  accuser  or  the  accused,  to  make  here 
any  assertions  without  producing  vouchers  for  them :  we 
know  it ;  but  we  are  prepared  and  ready  to  take  upon  us  the 
proof :  and  we  should  be  ashamed  to  assert  any  thing,  that 
we  are  not  able  directly  to  substantiate,  by  an  immediate 
reference  to  uncontradicted  evidence. 

With  regard  to  the  merits  pleaded  by  the  prisoner,  we 
,could  efface  that  plea  with  a  single  stroke,  by  saying,  there 
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is  BO  evidence  before  your  lordships  of  any  such  merits. 
But  we  have  done  more.  We  have  shown  you,  that  the 
things  which  he  has  set  up  as  merits,  are  atrocious  crimes, 
and  that  there  is  not  one  of  them  which  does  not,  in  the 
very  nature  and  circumstances  of  it,  carry  evidence  of  base 
corruption,  as  well  as  flagrant  injustice,  and  notorious  breach 
of  public  faith. 

The  next  thing  that  he  takes  credit  for  is  precisely  an  act 
of  this  description.  The  mogul  had,  by  solemn  stipulation 
with  the  company,  a  royal  domain  insured  to  him,  consisting 
of  two  provinces,  Corah  and  Allahabad.  Of  both  these 
provinces  Mr.  Hastings  deprived  the  mogul  upon  weak  pre- 
tences, if  proved,  in  point  of  fact,  but  which  were  never 
proved,  in  any  sense,  against  him.  I  allude  particularly  to 
his  alleged  alliance  with  the  Mahrattas,  a  people,  by  the  way, 
with  whom  we  were  not  then  at  war,  and  with  whom  be 
had  as  good  a  right,  as  Nudjeive  Kh&n,  to  enter  into  alliance 
at  that  time.  He  takes  these  domains,  almost  the  last  wrecks 
of  empire  left  to  the  descendant  of  Tamerlane,  from  the  man, 
I  say,  to  whose  voluntary  grants  we  owe  it  that  we  have  put 
a  foot  in  Bengal.  Surely  we  ought,  at  least,  to  have  kept 
our  faith  in  leaving  this  last  retreat  to  that  unfortunate 
prince.  The  House  of  Commons  was  of  that  opinion,  and 
consequently  they  resolved,  ''  that  the  transfer  of  Corah  and 
Ulahabad  to  the  vizier  was  contrary  to  policy  and  good  faith.'' 
This  is  what  the  Commons  think  of  this  business,  which  Mr. 
Hastings  pleads  as  merits. 

But  I  ha\re  not  yet  done  with  it.  These  provinces  are 
estimated  as  worth  twenty*two  lacks,  or  thereabouts,  that  is, 
about  £220,000  a  year.  I  believe  they  were  im[Mrovable  to 
a  good  deal  more.  But  what  does  Mr.  Hastings  do  ?  Instead 
of  taking  them  into  the  company's  possession  for  the  purpose 
of  preserving  them  for  the  mogul,  upon  the  event  of  our 
being  better  satisfied  with  his  conduct,  or  of  appropriating 
them  to  the  company's  advantage,  he  sells  them  to  the  nabob 
of  Oude,  who  he  knew  had  the  art,  above  all  men,  of  de^ 
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stroying  a  country  which  he  was  to  keep,  or  which  he  might 
fear  he  was  not  to  keep,  permanent  possession  of.  And  what 
do  you  think  he  sold  them  for  7  He  sold  them  at  a  little 
more  than  two  years'  purchase.  Will  any  man  believe  that 
Mr.  Hastings,  when  he  sold  these  provinces  to  the.  vizier  for 
two  years'  purchase,  (and  when  there  was  no  man  that  would 
not  have  given  ten  years'  purchase  for  them,)  did  not  put 
the  difference  between  the  real  and  pretended  value  into  his 
own  pocket,  and  that  of  his  associates  ? 

We  charge,  therefore,  first,  that  this  act,  for  which  he  as- 
sumes merit,  was  in  itself  a  breach  of  faith  ;  next,  that  the 
sale  of  these  provinces,  was  scandalously  conducted;  and 
thirdly,  that  this  sale,  at  one  fifth  of  the  real  value,  was 
effected  for  corrupt  purposes.  Thus  an  act  of  threefold  de- 
linquency is  one  of  the  merits  stated  with  great  pomp  by  his 
counsel. 

Another  of  his  merits  is  the  stoppage  of  the  pension, 
which  the  company  was  under  an  obligation  to  pay  to  Nud- 
jeive  Khan  ; — a  matter,  which  even  if  admitted  to  a  merit,  is 
certainly  not  worth,  as  a  set-off,  much  consideration. 

But  there  is  another  set-off  of  merit,  upon  which  he 
plumes  himself,  and  sets  an  exceedingly  high  value — the  sale 
of  the  Rohilla  nation  to  that  worthless  tyrant,  the  vizier, 
their  cruel  and  bitter  enemy,  the  cruellest  tyrant,  perhaps, 
that  ever  existed,  and  their  most  implacable  enemy,  if  we 
except  Mr.  Hastings,  who  appears  to  have  had  a  concealed 
degree  of  animosity,  public,  private^  or  political,  against 
them.  To  this  man  he  sold  this  whole  nation,  whose  coun- 
try, cultivated  like  a  garden,  was  soon  reduced^  as  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, from  the  character  of  the  vizier,  knew  would  be  the 
consequence,  to  a  mere  desert,  for  £400,000  ;  he  sent  a  brig- 
ade of  our  troops  to  assist  the  vizier  in  extirpating  these 
people,  who  were  the  bravest,  the  most  honorable,  and  gen- 
erous nation  upon  earth.  Those,  who  were  not  left  slaugh- 
tered to  rot  upon  the  soil  of  their  native  country,  were 
cruelly  expelled  from  it,  and  sent  to  publish  the  merciless 
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and  scandalous  behavior  of  Great  Britain  from  one  end  of 
India  to  the  other.  I  believe  there  is  not  an  honest,  ingenu- 
ous, or  feeling  heart  upon  the  face  of  the  globe,  I  believe 
there  is  no  man  possessing  the  least  degree  of  regard  to  honor 
and  justice,  humanity  and  good  policy,  that  did  not  reprobate 
this  act.  The  court  of  directors,  when  they  heard  of  it, 
reprobated  it  in  the  strongest  manner ;  the  court  of  propri- 
etors reprobated  it  in  the  strongest  manner ;  by  the  House  of 
Commons,  after  the  most  diligent  investigation,  it  was,  in  a 
resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Dundas,  reprobated  in  the  strongest 
manner :  and  this  is  the  act  which  Mr.  Hastings  brings  for- 
ward before  your  lordships  as  a  merit. 

But,  again,  I  can  prove,  that  in  this,  perhaps,  the  most 
atrocious  of  all  his  demerits,  there  is  a  most  horrid  and  ne- 
farious secret  corruption  lurking. '  I  can  tell  your  lordships, 
that  Sir  Robert  Baker  was  offered  by  this  vizier,  for  about 
one-half  of  this  very  country,  namely,  the  country  of  the 
Rohillas,  a  sum  of  fifty  lacks  of  rupees,  that  is,  JC500,000. 
Mr.  Hastings  was  informed  of  this  offer  by  Sir  Robert  Baker, 
in  his  letter  of  the  24th  March,  1773.  Still,  in  the  face  of 
this  information,  Mr.  Hastings  took  for  the  company  only 
forty  lacks  of  rupees.  I  leave  your  lordships  to  draw  your 
own  conclusion  from  these  facts.  You  will  judge  what  be- 
came of  the  difference  between  the  price  offered  and  the 
price  accounted  for,  as  taken ;  nothing  on  earth  can  hide 
from  mankind  why  Mr.  Hastings  made  this  wicked,  corrupt 
bargain  for  the  extermination  of  a  brave  and  generous  peo- 
ple :  why  he  took  £400,000  for  the  whole  of  that,  for  half 
of  which  he  was  offered  and  knew  he  might  have  had 
£600,000. 

Your  lordships  will  observe,  that  for  all  these  facts  there 
is  no  evidence  on  the  one  side  or  on  the  other,  directly  before 
you.  Their  merits  have  been  insisted  upon  in  long  and  labori- 
ous details  and  discussions,  both  by  Mr.  Hastings  himself 
and  by  his  counsel.  We  have  answered  them  for  that  reason  ; 
but  we  answer  them  with  a  direct  reference  to  records  and 
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jmpeTBj  from  which  your  lordships  may  judge  of  them  as 
set-offs  and«ieiits*  I  believe  your  lordships  will  now  hardly 
receive  them  a^  merits  to  set  off  guilt,  since  in  every  one  of 
them  there  is  both  guilt  in  the  act,  and  strong  ground  for  (nre- 
suming  that  he  had  corruptly  taken  money  for  himself. 

The  last  act  of  merit,  that  has  been  insisted  upon  by  his 
counsel,  is  the  Mahratta  peace.  They  have  stated  to  you 
the  distresses  of  the  company,  to  justify  the  unhandsome 
and  improper  means  that  he  took  of  making  this  peace.  Mr. 
Hastings  himself  has  laid  hold  of  the  same  opportunity  of 
magnifying  the  difficulties,  which,  during  his  government,  he 
had  to  contend  with.  Here  he  displays  all  his  tactics.  He 
spreads  all  his  sails,  and  here  catches  every  gale.  He  says, 
I  found  all  India  confederated  against  you.  I  found  not  the 
Mahrattas  alone  ;  I  found  war  through  a  hundred  hostile 
states  fulminated  against  you ;  I  found  the  Peshvva,  the 
Nizam,  Hyder  Ally,  the  rajah  of  Berar,  all  combined  together 
for  your  destruction.  I  stemmed  the  torrent ;  fortitude  is 
my  character.  I  faced  and  overcame  all  these  dificulties,  till 
I  landed  your  affairs  safe  on  shore  ;  till  I  stood  the  savior  of 
India. 

My  lords,  we  of  the  House  of  Commons  have  before  heard 
all  this,  but  we  cannot  forget  that  we  examined  into  every 
part  of  it,  and  that  we  did  not  find  a  single  fact  stated  by 
him,  that  was  not  a  ground  of  censure  and  reprobation.  The 
House  of  Commons,  in  the  resolutions  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  have  declared,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  the  first  author  of 
these  proceedings,  took  advantage  of  an  ambiguous  letter  of 
the  court  of  directors,  to  break  and  violate  the  most  solemni 
the  most  advantageous,  and  useful  treaty,  that  the  company 
had  ever  made  in  India  ;  and  that  this  conduct  of  his  pro- 
duced the  strange  and  unnatural  junction,  which,  he  says,  he 
found  formed  against  the  company,  and  with  which  he  had 
to  combat.  I  should  trouble  your  lordships  with  but  a  brief 
statement  of  the  facts,  and  if  I  do  not  enter  more  at  large  in 
observing  upon  them,  it  is  because  I  cannot  but  feel  shocked 
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at  the  indecency  and  impropriety  of  your  being  obliged  to 
hear  of  that  as  merit,  which  the  House  of  Oovmons  has 
condemned  in  every  part.  Your  lorships  received  obliquely 
evidence  from  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  upon  this  sul^ject ;  yet 
when  we  came  and  desired  your  ftiU  inquiry  into  it,  your 
lordships,  for  wise  and  just  reasons,  I  have  no  doubt,  refused 
our  request.  I  must,  however,  again  protest  on  the  part  of 
the  Commons  against  your  lordships  receiving  such  evidence , 
at  all,  as  relevant  to  your  judgment,  unless  the  House  of 
Commons  is  fully  heard  upon  it.    . 

But  to  proceed. — ^The  government  of  Bombay  had  offended 
the  Mabratta  states,  by  a  most  violent  and  scandalous  aggres- 
sion. They  afterwards  made  a  treaty  of  peace  with  them, 
honorable  and  advantageous  to  the  company.  This  treaty 
was  made  by  Colonel  Upton,  and  is  called  The  Treaty  of 
Porunda.  Mr.  Hastings  broke  that  treaty,  upon  his  declared 
principle,  that  you  are  to  look  in  war  for  the  resources  of 
your  government.  All  India  was  at  that  time  in  peace. 
Hyder  Ally  did  not  dare  to  attack  us  ;  because  he  was  afraid 
that  his  natural  enemies,  the  Mahrattas,  would  fall  upon  him. 
— ^The  nizam  could  not  attack  us,  because  he  was  also  afraid 
of  the  Mahrattas — the  Mahratta  state  itself  was  divided  into 
such  discordant  branches,  as  to  make  it  impossible  for  them 
to  unite  in  any  one  object ; — ^that  commonwealth,  which  cer- 
tainly at  that  time  was  the  terror  of  India,  was  so  broken,  as 
to  render  it  either  totally  ineffective  or  easy  to  be  resisted  ; 
there  was  not  one  government  in  India,  that  did  not  look  up 
to  Great  Britain  as  holding  the  balance  of  power,  and  in  a  posi- 
tion to  control  and  do  justice  to  every  individual  party  in  it. 
At  that  juncture,  Mr.  Hastings  deliberately  broke  the  treaty 
of  Porunda;  and  afterwards,  by  breaking  faith  with  and 
attacking  all  the  powers,  one  after  another,  he  produced  that 
very  imion  which  one  would  hardly  have  expected,  that  the 
incapacity  or  ill  faith  of  any  governor  could  have  effected. 
Tour  lordships  shall  hear  the  best  and  most  incontrovertible 
evidence,  both  of  his  incapacity  and  ill  faith,  and  of  the 

VOL.  VIII.  36 


663  8FEECH  in  THE  IHPEACHHENT  OF 

consequences  which  they  i»oduced.  It  is  the  declaiatioii  of 
one  of  the  latest  of  their  allies,  concerning  all  these  pro- 
ceedings. It  is  contained  in  a  letter  from  the  rajah  of  Berar, 
directly  and  strongly  inculpating  Mr.  Hastings,  upon  ficts 
which  he  has  never  denied,  and  by  arguments  which  he 
has  never  refuted,  as  being  himself  the  cause  of  that  Fery 
junction  of  all  the  powers  of  India  against  us. 

Letter  from  Beneiam  Pundit.-r-''  As  the  friendship  of  the 
English  is,  at  all  events,  the  first  and  most  necessary  consid- 
eration, I  will  therefore  exert  myself  in  establishing  peace ; 
for  the  power  of  making  peace  with  all  is  the  best  object ; 
to  this,  all  other  measures  are  subservient,  and  will  certainly 
be  done  by  them,  the  English.    Tou  write,  that  after  having 
laid  the  foundation  of  peace  with  the  Pandit  Purdhaun,  it  is 
requisite  that  some  troops  should  be  sent  with  General  God- 
dard  against  Hyder  Naig,  and  take  possession  of  his  country, 
when  all  those  engagements  and  proposals  may  be  assented 
to.    My  reason  is  confounded  in  discussing  this  suggestion, 
at  a  time  when  Hyder  Naig  is  in  every  respect  in  alUanoe 
with  the  Peishwa,  and  has  assisted,  with  his  soul  and  life,  to 
repel  the  English.    For  us  to  unite  our  troops  with  those  of 
the  enemy,  and  extirpate  him ;  would  not  this  fix  the  stamp 
of  infamy  upon  us  for  ever  ?    Would  any  prince,  for  genei^ 
ations  to  come,  ever  after  assist  us,  or  unite  with  the  Peish- 
wa ?    Be  yourself  the  judge,  and  say,  whether  such  a  con- 
duct would  become  a  prince  or  not. — ^Why  then  do  you 
mention  it  ?-^why  do  you  write  it  ? 

'^  The  case  is  as  follows. — ^At  first  there  was  the  utmost 
enmity  between  Hyder  Naig  and  the  Pundit  Purdhaun,  and 
there  was  the  fullest  intention  of  sending  troops  into  Hyder 
Naib's  country ;  and  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war  with 
Bombay  and  the  capture  of  Ragonaut  Row,  it  was  fiirmly 
resolved  to  send  troops  into  that  quarter ;  and  a  reliance  was 
placed  in  the  treaty  which  was  entered  into  by  the  gentlemen 
of  Bombay  before  the  war ;  but  when  Ragonaut  again  went 
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to  them,  and  General  Ooddard  was  ready  to  commence  hos- 
tilities— ^when  no  regard  was  paid  to  the  friendly  proposals 
made  by  us  and  the  Pundit  Peishwa — ^when  they  desisted 
from  coming  to  Poonah,  agreeable  to  their  promise,  and  a 
oategorical  answer  was  given  to  the  deputies  from  Poonah  • 
the  ministers  of  Poonah  then  consulted  among  themselvesi 
and  having  advised  with  the  nabob  Nizam  ul  Dowlah,  they 
considered  that  as  enemies  were  appearing  on  both  sides,  and 
it  would  be  difficult  to  cope  with  both,  what  was  to  be  done. 
Peace  must  be  made  with  one  of  them,  and  war  must  be 
carried  on  with  the  other.  They  wished  above  all  things,  in 
their  hearts,  .to  make  peace  with  the  English  gentlemen,  and 
to  unite  with  them  to  punish  Hyder  Naig ;  hut  these  gen- 
tlemen had  plainly  refused  to  enter  into  any  terms  of  recon- 
ciliation ;  it  was  therefore  advisable  to  accommodate  matters 
with  Hyder  Naig,  although  he  had  been  long  an  enemy. — 
What  else  could  be  done  ?  Having  nothing  left  for  it,  they 
were  compelled  to  enter  into  an  union  with  Hyder,'' 

My  lords,  this  declaration,  made  to  Mr.  Hastings  himself, 
was  never  answered  by  him ;  indeed,  answered  it  could  not 
be ;  because  the  thing  was  manifest,  that  all  the  desolation 
of  the  Camatic  by  Hyder  Ally,  all  these  difficulties  upon 
which  he  has  insisted ;  the  whole  of  that  union  by  which  he 
was  pressed,  and  against  which,  as  he  says,  be  bore  up  with 
such  fortitude,  was  his  own  work,  the  consequences  of  his 
bad  faith  and  his  not  listening  to  any  reasonable  terms  of 
peace. 

But,  my  lords,  see  what  sort  of  peace  he  afterwards  made. 
I  could  prove,  if  I  were  called  upon  so  to  do,  from  this  paper, 
that  they  have  had  the  folly  and  madness  to  produce  to  you 
for  other  purposes,  that  he  might  at  any  time  have  made  a 
better  treaty,  and  have  concluded  a  more  secure  and  advan- 
tageous peace  than  that  which  at  last  he  acceded  to :  that 
the  treaty  he  made,  was  both  disadvantageous  and  dishonor- 
able ;  inasmuch,  as  we  gave  up  every  ally  we  had,  and  sacri- 
36» 
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ficed  them  to  the  resentment  of  the  enemy  :  that  Mahadajee 
Scindia  gained  by  it  an  empire  of  a  magnitude  dangerous  to 
our  very  existence  in  India :  that  this  chief  was  permitted  to 
exterminate  all  the  many  little  gallant  nations  that  stood 
between  us  and  the  Mahrattas,  and  whose  policy  led  them  to 
guard  against  the  ambitious  designs  of  that  government. 
Almost  all  these  lesser  powers,  from  central  India,  quite  up 
to  the  mountains  that  divide  India  from  Tartary,  almost  all 
these,  I  say,  were  exterminated  by  him,  or  were  brought 
under  a  cruel  subjection.  The  peace  he  made  with  Mr. 
Hastings  was  for  the  very  purpose  of  doing  all  this ;  and  Mr. 
Hastings  enabled  him,  and  gave  him  the  means  of  effecting 
it.  Advert  next,  my  lords,  to  what  he  did  with  other  allies. 
By  the  treaty  of  Porunda,  made  by  Colonel  Upton,  and 
which  he  flagitiously  broke,  we  had  acquired  what,  God 
knows,  we  little  merited  from  the  Mahrattas,  twelve  lacks 
(£112,  000)  for  the  expenses  of  the  war  ;  and  a  country  of 
three  lacks  of  annual  revenue,  the  province  of  Burratch  and 
the  Isle  of  Salset,  and  other  small  islands  convenient  for  us 
upon  that  coast.  This  was  a  great,  useful,  and  momentous 
accession  of  territory  and  of  revenue,  and  we  got  it  with 
honor ;  for  not  one  of  our  allies  was  sacrificed  by  this  treaty. 
We  had  even  obtained  from  the  Mahrattas  for  Ragonaut  Row, 
our  support  of  whom  against  that  government  was  a  principal 
cause  of  the  war,  an  establishment  of  a  thousand  horse,  to 
be  maihtained  at  their  expense,  and  a  jaghire  for  his  other 
expenses,  of  three  lacks  of  rupees  per  annum,  payable 
monthly,  with  leave  to  reside  within  their  territories,  with 
no  other  condition  than  that  he  should  not  remove  from  the 
place  fixed  for  his  residence,  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  dis- 
turbances against  their  government.  They  also  stipulated 
for  the  pardon  of  all  his  adherents,  except  four ;  and  the  only 
condition  they  required  from  us  was,  that  we  should  not 
assist  him  in  case  of  any  future  disturbance.  But  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, by  his  treaty,  surrendered  that  country  of  three  lacks 
of  revenue ;  he  made  no  stipulation  for  the  expenses  of  the 
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war,  nor  indemnity  for  any  of  the  persons,  whom  he  had 
seduced  into  the  rebellion,  in  favor  of  Ragonaut  Row. — ^He 
gave  them  all  up  to  the  vengeance  of  their  governments, 
without  a  stroke  of  a  pen  in  their  favor,  to  be  banished, 
confiscated,  and  undone.  And  as  to  Ragonaut  Row,  instead 
of  getting  him  this  honorable  and  secure  retreat,  as  he  was 
bound  to  do,  this  unfortunate  man  was  ordered  to  retire  to 
his  enemy's  (Mahadajee  Scindia's)  country  ;  or  otherwise  he 
was  not  to  receive  a  shilling  for  his  maintenance.  I  will  now 
ask  your  lordships,  whether  any  man,  but  Mr.  Hastings, 
would  claim  a  merit  with  his  own  country,  for  having  broken 
the  treaty  of  Porunda  ?  Your  lordships  know  the  opinion 
of  the  House  of  Commons  respecting  it ;  his  colleagues  in 
council  had  remonstrated  with  him  upon  it,  and  had  stated 
the  mischiefs  that  would  result  from  it ;  and  Sir  Eyre  Goote, 
the  commander  of  the  company's  forces,  writing  at  the  same 
time  from  Madras,  states,  that  he  thought  it  would  infallibly 
bring  down  upon  them  Hyder  Ally,  who,  they  had  reason 
to  think,  was  bent  upon  the  utter  destruction  of  the  power 
of  this  country  in  India,  and  was  only  waiting  for  some 
crisis  in  our  affairs  favorable  to  his  designs.  This,  my  lords, 
is  to  be  one  of  the  set-offs  against  all  the  crimes,  against  the 
multiplied  frauds,  cruelties,  and  oppressions,  all  the  corrupt 
practices,  prevarications,  and  swindlings,  that  we  have  'al- 
leged against  him. 

My  lords,  it  would  be  an  endless  undertaking,  and  such  as 
at  this  hour  of  the  day  we,  as  well  as  your  lordships,  are 
little  fitted  to  engage  in,  if  I  were  to  attempt  to  search  into 
and  unveil  all  the  secret  motives,  or  to  expose,  as  it  deserves, 
the  shameless  audacity  of  this  man's  conduct.  None  of  your 
lordships  can  have  observed,  without  astonishment,  the  selec- 
tion of  his  merits,  as  he  audaciously  calls  them,  which  has 
been  brought  before  you.  The  last  of  this  selection,  in 
particular,  looks  as  if  he  meant  to  revile  and  spit  upon  the 
legislature  of  his  country ;  because  we  and  you  thought  it  fit, 
and  were  resolved  to  publish  to  all  India,  that  we  will  not 
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countenance  offensive  ware;  and  that  yon  felt  this  so 
strongly,  as  to  pass  the  first  act  of  a  kind  that  was  ever  made ; 
namely,  an  act  to  limit  the  discretionary  power  of  govern- 
ment in  making  war  solely ;  and  because  you  have  done  this 
solely,  and  upon  no  other  account,  and  for  no  other  reason 
under  heaven,  than  the  abuse  which  that  man  at  your  bar 
has  made  of  it,  and  for  which  abuse  he  now  presumes  to 
take  merit  to  himself.  I  will  read  this  part  of  the  act  to 
your  lordships. 

[Mr.  Burke  here  read  24th  Geo.  3,  cap.  24,  sect.  34.] 
*'  And  whereas  to  pursue  schemes  of  conquest  and  exten- 
sion of  dominion  in  India  are  measures  repugnant  to  the 
wish,  the  honor,  and  policy  of  the  nation ;  Be  it  therefore 
further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  for  the  governor-general  and  council  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam aforesaid,  without  the  express  command  and  authority 
of  the  said  court  of  directors,  or  of  the  secret  committee  of 
the  said  court  of  directors,  in  any  case,  (except  where  hos- 
tilities have  actually  been  commenced,  or  preparations  actu- 
ally made  for  the  commencement  of  hostilities  against  the 
British  nation  in  India,  ot  against  some  of  the  princes  or 
states  dependent  thereon,  on  whose  territories  the  said  united 
company  shall  be  at  such  time  engaged  by  any  subsisting 
treaty  to  defend  or  guaranty,)  either  to  declare  war  or  com- 
mence hostilities,  or  enter  into  any  treaty  for  making  war, 
against  any  of  the  country  princes  or  states  in  India,  or  any 
treaty  for  guarantying  the  possessions  of  any  country  princes 
or  states ;  and  that  in  such  case  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the 
said  governor-general  and  council  to  declare  war,  or  commence 
hostilities,  or  enter  into  treaty  for  making  war,  against  other 
prince  or  state  than  such  as  shall  be  actually  committing  hos- 
tilities or  making  preparations  as  itforesaid,  or  to  make  such 
treaty  for  guarantying  the  possessions  of  any  prince  or  state, 
but  upon  the  consideration  of  such  prince  or  state  actually 
engaging  to  assist  the  company  against  such  hostilities  com- 
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menced  or  i»reparations  made  as  aforesaid ;  and  in  all  cases 
where  such  hostilities  shall  be  commenced  or  treaty  made, 
the  said  govemor-geiieral  and  council  shall,  by  the  most  ex- 
peditious means  they  can  devise,  communicate  the  same 
unto  the  said  court  of  directors,  together  with  a  full  state  of 
the  information  and  intelligence  upon  which  they  shall  have 
commenced  such  hostilities  or  made  such  treaties,  and  their 
motives  and  reasons  for  the  same  at  large." 

It  is  the  first  act  of  the  kind  that  ever  was  made  in  this 
kingdom,  the  first  statute,  I  believe,  that  ever  was  made  by 
the  legislature  of  any  nation  upon  the  subject,  and  it  was 
made  solely  upon  the  resolutions  to  which  we  had  come 
against  the  violent,  intemperate,  unjust,  and  perfidious  acts 
of  this  man  at  your  lordships'  bar,  and  which  acts  are  now 
produced  before  your  lordships  as  merits. 

To  show  further  to  your  lordships,  how  necessary  this 
act  was,  here  is  a  part  of  his  own  correspondence,  the  last 
thing  I  shall  beg  to  read  to  your  lordships,  and  upon  which 
I  shall  make  no  other  comment,  than  that  you  will  learn 
from  it  how  well  British  faith  was  kept  by  this  man ;  and 
that  it  was  the  violation  of  British  faith,  which  prevented 
our  having  the  most  advantageous  peace,  and  brought  on  all 
the  calamities  of  war. 

It  is  part  of  a  letter  from  the  minister  of  the  rajah  of  Be- 
rar,  a  man  called  Beneram  Pundit,  with  whom  Mr.  Hastings 
was  at  the  time  treating  for  a  peace ;  and  he  tells  him  why 
he  might  have  had  peace  at  that  time,  and  why  he  had  it 
not ;  and  that  the  cause  of  it  was  his  own  ridiculous  and 
even  buffoonish  perfidiousness,  which  exposed  him  to  the 
ridicule  of  all  the  princes  of  India,  and  with  him  the  whole 
British  nation. 

'*  But  afterwards  reflecting  that  it  was  not  advisable  for 
me  to  be  in  such  haste,  before  I  had  understood  all  the  con- 
tents of  the  papers ;  I  opened  them  in  the  presence  of  the 
Maha  rajah,  when  all  the  Eharetas  letter,  copies,  and  treaties, 
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were  perused  with  the  greateit  attention  and  caie.  First,  they 
convinced  us  of  your  great  truth  and  sincerity,  and  that  you 
never,  from  the  beginning  to  this  time,  were  inclined  to  the 
present  disputes  and  hostilities ;  and  next,  that  you  have  not 
included  in  the  articles  of  the  treaty,  any  of  your  wishes  or 
incfioetiens,  and,  in  short,  the  garden  of  the  treaty  appeared 
to  us,  in  all  its  parts,  green  and  flourishing.  But  though  the 
fruits  of  it  were  excellent,  yet  they  appeared  different  from 
those  of  Colonel  Upton's  treaty,  (the  particulars  of  which  I 
have  frequently  written  to  you,)  and  upon  tasting  them, 
proved  to  be  bitter  and  very  different,  when  compared  to  the 
former  articles.  How  can  any  of  the  old  and  established 
obligations  be  omitted,  and  new  matters  agreed  to,  which  it  is 
plain  that  they  will  produce  and  damage  ?  Some  points  which 
you  have  mentioned,  under  the  plea  of  the  faith  and  observ- 
ance of  treaties,  are  of  such  a  nature,  that  the  Poonah  min- 
isters can  never  assent  to  them ;  in  all  engagements  and  im- 
portant transactions,  in  which  the  words  but^  and  aUhoughj 
and  besides^  and  whereas^  and  why,  and  other  such  words  of 
doubt  are  introduced,  it  gives  an  opening  to  disputes  and 
misunderstandings.  A  treaty  is  meant  for  the  entire  removal 
of  all  differences,  not  for  the  increase  of  them.  My  depart- 
ure for  Poonah  has  therefore  been  delayed."  My  lords,  con- 
sider to  what  ironies  and  insults  this  nation  was  exposed,  and 
how  necessary  it  was  for  us  to  originate  that  bill,  which  your 
lordships  passed  into  an  act  of  parliament,  with  his  majesty's 
assent ;  the  words  Imt,  although,  besides,  whereas,  and  why, 
and  such  like  axe  introduced  to  give  an  opening,  and  so  on. 
Then  he  desires  him  to  send  another  treaty,  fit  for  him  to 
sign. 

<<I  have  therefore  kept  the  treaty  with  the  greatest  care 
and  caution  in  my  possession,  and  have  taken  a  copy  of  it ; 
I  have  added  to  each  article  another,  which  appeared  to  me 
proper  and  advisable  ;  and  without  any  loss  or  disadvantage 
to  the  English,  or  any  thing  more  in  favor  of  the  Pundit 
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Purdhaun  than  was  contained  in  the  /onotr  treaties.    This  I 
have  sent  to  yon,  and  hope  that  you  will  prepare  and  send  a 
treaty  conformable  to  that,  without  any  besides,  or  if,  or  whjfj 
or  butf  and  vxhereas,  that  as  soon  as  it  arrives,  I  (nay  depart 
for  Poonab,  and  having  united  with  me  Row  Mahadajee 
Scindia,  and  having  brought  over  the  nabob,  Nizani  nlDow- 
lab,  to  this  business,  I  may  settle  and  adjust  all  matters  which 
are  in  this  bad  situation.    As  soon  as  I  have  received  my 
dismission  from  thence,  I  would  set  off  for  Calcutta,  and  rep- 
resent to  you  every  thing,  which  for  a  long  while  I  have  had 
in  my  mind,  and  by  thi?  transaction  erect  to  the  view  of  all 
the  world  the  standard  of  the  greatness  and  goodness  of  the 
English,  and  of  my  masters,  and  extinguish  the  flames  of 
war  with  the  waters  of  friendship.      The  compassing  all 
those  advantages  and  happy  prospects  depends  entirely  upon 
your  will  and  consent ;  and  the  power  of  bringing  them  to 
an  issue  is  in  your  hands  alone." 

My  lords,  you  may  here  see  the  necessity  there  was  for 
passing  the  act  of  parliament,  which  I  have  just  read  to  you, 
in  order  to  prevent  in  future  the  tecurrence  of  that  want  of 
faith,  of  which  Mr.  Hastings  had  been  so  notoriously  guilty, 
and  by  which  he  had  not  only  united  all  India  .against  us, 
and  had  hindered  us  from  making,  for  a  long  time,  any  peace 
at  all,  but  had  exposed  the  British  character  to  the  irony, 
scorn,  derision,  and  insult  of  the  whole  people  of  that  vast 
continent. 

My  lords,  in  the  progress  of  this  impeachment,  you  have 
heard  our  charges ;  you  have  heard  the  prisoner's  plea  of 
merits ;  you  hav^  heard  our  observation^  on  them.  In  the 
progress  of  this  impeachment,  you  have  seen  the  condition 
in  which  Mr.  Hastings  received  Benares ;  you  have  seen  the 
condition  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  received  the  country  of  the 
Rohillas  ;  you  have  seen  the  condition  in  which  he  received' 
the  country  of  Oude  ;  you  have  seen  the  condition  in  which 
he  received  the  provinces  of  Bengal ;  you  have  seen  the 
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condition  of  the  coontry  when  the  native  goyeniment 
succeeded  by  that  of  Mr.  Hastings ;  you  have  seen  the  hap- 
piness and  prosperity  of  all  its  inhabitants,  from  those  of  the 
highest  to  those  of  the  lowest  rank.     My  lords,  you  have 
seen  the  very  reverse  of  all  this  under  the  government  of 
Mr.  Hastings ;    the  country  itself,  all  its  beauty  and  glory 
ending  in  a  jungle  for  wild  beasts.    You  have  seen  flourish- 
ii^  £unilies  reduced  to  implore  that  pity,  which  the  poorest 
man  and  the  meanest  situation  might  very  well  call  for.   Ton 
have  seen  whole  nations  in  the  mass  reduced  to  a  condition 
of  the  same  distress.    These  things  in  his  government  at 
home :  abroad,  scorn,  contempt,  and  derision  cast  upon  and 
covering  the  British  name  ;  war  stirred  up,  and  dishonorable 
treaties  of  peace  made,  by  the  total  prostitution  of  Britidi 
£sdth.    Now  take,  my  lords,  together  all  the  multiplied  de- 
linquencies which  we  have  proved,  from  the  highest  d^ree 
of  tyranny  to  the  lowest  degree  of  sharping  and  cheating, 
and  then  judge,  my  lords,  whether  the  House  of  Commons 
could  rest  for  one  moment,  without  bringing  these  matters, 
which  have  baffled  all  legislation  at  various  times,  before  you, 
to  try  at  last  what  judgment  will  do.    Judgment  is  what 
gives  force,  efTect,  and  vigor  to  laws ;  laws  without  judg- 
ment are  contemptible  and  ridiculous ;  we  had  better  have 
no  laws,  than  laws  not  enforced  by  judgments,  and  suitable 
penalties  upon  delinquents.    Revert,  my  lords,  to  all  the  sen- 
tences which  have  heretofore  been  passed  by  this  high  court 
Look  at  the  sentence  passed  upon  Lord  Bacon ;  look  at  the 
sentence  passed  upon  Lord  Macclesfield,  and  then  compare 
the  sentences,  which  your  ancestors  have  given,  with  the  de- 
linquencies which  were  then  before  them,  and  you  have  the 
measure  to  be  taken^in  your  sentence  upon  the  delinquent 
now  before  you.    Tour  sentence,  I  say,  will  be  measured 
according  to  that  rule  which  ought  to  direct  the  judgment  of 
all  courts  in  like  cases,  lessening  it  for  a  lesser  offence,  and 
aggravating  it  for  a  greater,  until  the  measure  of  justice  is 
completely  full. 
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My  lords,  I  have  done  ;  tbe  part  of  the  Commons  is  con- 
cluded. With  a  trembling  solicitude  we  consign  this  product 
of  our  long,  long  labors,  to  your  charge.  Take  it ! — ^take  it ! 
It  is  a  sacred  trust.  Never  before  was  a  cause  of  such  mag- 
nitude submitted  to  any  human  tribunal. 

My  lords,  at  this  awful  close,  in  the  name  of  the  Com- 
mons, and  surrounded  by  them,  I  attest  the  returing,  I  attest 
the  advancing  generations,  between  which,  as  a  link  in  the 
great  chain  of  eternal  order,  we  stand. — ^We  call  this  nation, 
we  call  the  world  to  witness,  that  the  Commons  have  shrunk 
from  no  labor ;  that  we  have  been  guilty  of  no  prevarication ; 
that  we  have  made  no  compromise  with  crime  ;  that  we  have 
not  feared  any  odium  whatsoever,  in  the  long  warfare  which 
we  have  carried  on  with  the  crimes — with  the  vices — ^with 
the  exorbitant  wealth — ^with  the  enormous  and  overpowering 
influence  of  Eastern  corruption.     This  war,  my  lords,  we 
have  waged  for  twenty-two  years,  and  the  conflict  has  been 
fought  at  your  lordships'  bar  for  the  last  seven  years.    My 
lords,  twenty-two  years  is  a  great  space  in  the  scale  of  the 
life  of  man  ;  it  is  no  inconsiderable  space  in  the  history  of  a 
great  nation.    A  business,  which  has  so  long  occupied  the 
councils  and  the  tribunals  of  Great  Britain,  cannot  possibly 
be  huddled  over  in  the  course  of  vulgar,  trite,  and  transitory 
events.    Nothing  but  some  of  those  great  revolutions,  that 
break  the  traditionary  chain  of  human  memory,  and  alter  the 
very  face  of  nature  itself,  can  possibly  obscure  it.    My  lords, 
we  are  all  elevated  to  a  degree  of  importance  by  it ;  the 
meanest  of  us  will,  by  means  of  it,  more  or  less,  become  the 
concern  of  posterity ;  if  we  are  yet  to  hope  for  such  a  thing 
in  the  present  state  of  the  world,  as  a  recording,  retrospec- 
tive, civilized  posterity ;   but  this  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
great  Disposer  of  events ;   it  is  not  ours  to  settle  how  it 
shall  be.     My  lords,  your  House  yet  stands;  it  stands  as 
a  great  edifice  ;  but  let  me  say,  that  it  stands  in  the  midst 
of  ruins ;  in  the  midst  of  the  ruins,  that  have  been  made  by 
the  greatest  moral  earthquake  that  ever  convulsed  and  shat- 
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tered  this  globe  of  ours.  My  lords,  it  has  pleased  Providence 
to  place  us  in  such  a  state,  that  we  appear  every  moment  to 
be  upon  the  verge  of  some  great  mutations.  There  is  one 
thing,  and  one  thing  only,  which  defies  all  mutation ;  that 
which  existed  before  the  world,  and  will  survive  the  fabric 
of  the  world  itself ;  I  mean  justice ;  that  justice,  which,  em- 
anating from  the  Divinity,  has  a,place  in  the  breast  of  every 
one  of  us,  given  us  for  our  guide  with  regard  to  ourselves, 
and  with  regard  to  others,  and  which  will  stand,  after  this 
globe  is  burned  to  ashes,  our  advocate  or  our  accuser  before 
the  great  Judge,  when  He  comes  to  call  upon  us  for  the  tenor 
of  a  well-spent  life. 

My  lords,  the  Commons  will  share  in  every  fate  with  your 
lordships ;  there  is  nothing  sinister  which  can  happen  to  you, 
in  which  we  shall  not  be  involved ;  and  if  it  should  so  hap- 
pen  that  we  shall  be  subjected  to  some  of  those  frightful 
changes,  which  we  have  seen ;  if  it  should  happen  that  your 
lordships,  stripped  of  all  the  decorous  distinctions  of  human 
society,  should,  by  hands  at  once  base  and  cruel,  be  led  to 
those  scaffolds  and  machines  of  murder,  upon  which  great 
kings  and  glorious  queens  have  shed  their  blood,  amidst  the 
prelates,  amidst  the  nobles,  amidst  the  magistrates,  who  sup- 
ported their  thrones,  may  you  in  those  moments  feel  that 
consolation,  which  I  am  persuaded  they  felt  in  the  critical 
moments  of  their  dreadful  agony  ! 

My  lords,  there  is  a  consolation,  and  a  great  consolation  it 
is,  which  often  happens  to  oppressed  virtue  and  fallen  digni- 
ty ;  it  often  happens  that  the  very  oppressors  and  persecutors 
themselves  are  forced  to  bear  testimony  in  its  favor.  I  do 
not  like  to  go  for  instances  a  great  way  back  into  antiquity. 
I  know  very  well,  that  length  of  time  operates  so  as  to  give 
an  air  of  the  fabulous  to  remote  events,  which  lessens  the 
interest  and  weakens  the  application  of  examples.  I  wish 
to  come  nearer  to  the  present  time.  Your  lordships  know 
and  have  heard,  for  which  of  us  has  not  known  and  heard  of 
the  parliament  of  Paris  ?    The  parliament  of  Paris  had  an 
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origin  very,  very  similar  to  that  of  the  great  court  before 
which  I  stand ;  the  parUament  of  Paris  continued  to  have  a 
great  resemblance  to  it  in  its  constitution,  even  to  its  fall ;  the 
parliament  of  Paris,  my  lords,  was  ;  it  is  gone  !  It  has  passed 
away  ;  it  has  vanished  like  a  dream !  It  fell,  pierced  by  the 
sword  of  the  Compte  de  Mirabeau.  And  yet  I  will  say,  that 
that  man,  at  the  time  of  his  inflicting  the  death  wound  of 
that  parliament;  produced  at  once  the  shortest  and  the  grand- 
est funeral  oration  that  ever  was  or  could  be  made  upon  tbe 
departure  of  a  great  court  of  magistracy.  Though  he  had 
himself  smarted  under  its  lash,  as  every  one  knows  who 
knows  his  history,  (and  he  was  elevated  to  dreadful  notoriety 
in  history,)  yet  when  he  pronounced  the  death  sentence  upon 
that  parliament,  and  inflicted  the  mortal  wound,  he  declared 
that  his  motives  for  doing  it  were  merely  political,  and  that 
their  hands  were  as  pure  as  those  of  justice  itself,  which 
they  administered — a  great  and  glorious  exit,  my  lords,  of  a 
great  and  glorious  body!  And  never  was  a  eulogy  pro- 
nounced upon  a  body,  more  deserved.  They  were  persons 
in  nobility  of  rank,  in  amplitude  of  fortune,  in  weight  of 
authority,  in  depth  of  learning,  inferior  to  few  of  those  that 
hear  me.  My  lords,  it  was  but  the  other  day,  that  they  sub- 
mitted their  necks  to  the  axe !  but  their  honor  was  unwound- 
ed.  Their  enemies,  the  persons  who  sentenced  them  to 
death,  were  lawyers,  full  of  subtlety ;  they  were  enemies, 
full  of  malice ;  yet  lawyers  full  of  subtlety,  and  enemies  full 
of  malice,  as  they  were,  they  did  not  dare  to  reproach  them 
with  having  supported  the  wealthy,  the  great,  and  powerful, 
and  of  having  oppressed  the  weak  and  feeble,  in  any  of  their 
judgments,  or  of  having  perverted  justice  in  any  one  instance 
whatever,  through  favor,  through  interest,  or  cabal. 

My  lords,  if  you  must  fall,  may  you  so  fall !  But  if  you 
stand,  and  stand  I  trust  you  will,  together  with  the  fortune 
of  this  ancient  monarchy — ^together  with  the  ancient  laws 
and  liberties  of  this  great  and  illustrious  kingdom,  may  you 
stand  as  unimpeached  in  honor  as  in  power ;  may  you  stand 
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not  18  a  substitute  for  virtue,  but  as  an  ornament  of  virtue, 
as  a  security  for  virtue ;  may  you  stand  long,  and  long  stand 
the  terror  of  tyrants ;  may  you  stand  the  refuge  of  afflicted 
nations ;  may  you  stand  a  sacred  temple,  for  the  perpetual 
residence  of  an  iaviolable  justice. 


END   or   VOLUm   EIGHTH. 
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